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November 13, 2016 
Luke Introduction & Luke 1:1-4 
Brody Holloway 
 

Amen. I’m excited to get into this. It will be a long journey because we will follow up our study of the Book of 
Luke with a study of the book of Acts. Most of you probably know, but some of you may not know this, that Luke and 
Acts are a prequel and sequel. The same guy wrote those two books and tonight we will get into a little bit of why he 
wrote them and what his objective was in writing them. 

I wanted to point out a couple of resources. Some of you like to know what we are going to be using. Personally, 
for me, in my preparation for the background of the book, I found that this is a good resource for you as a believer and is 
something that I recommend to new Christians or even non-Christians who are exploring the faith. This is a book by F. F. 
Bruce. I think he died around nineteen-ninety. He was a great commentator, pastor, and theologian. This book is called 
The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable1? If you are a new member at Red Oak, somebody has probably 
handed you a book along the way. We use different ones as we go through each cycle that are foundational resources 
for the Christian faith. We want to equip our people to grow in your faith and defend your faith. This is something that I 
recommend strongly because it’s real simple. It’s only around a hundred pages and it’s easy to read. The reason I 
pointed it out tonight is because chapter seven is strictly a look at Luke and Luke’s authorship. I read it exhaustively in 
preparation for tonight and the background of the Book of Luke, and it’s really, really good. I cannot recommend it 
enough. It was a cheap book and y’all bought it for me on Amazon for about five bucks, so thank you for that. So, I 
recommend that for you. 

We will use multiple commentaries but there’s one that we plan to follow the outline of in regard to the 
breakdown of the number of sermons. We will basically follow the chapters of the NIV Application Commentary2. This is 
a series that’s really respected and we respect it and have used it for other books of the Bible. In the Gospel of Luke, we 
will use a ton of other resources, but this is the one we will follow most closely. We will post other commentaries we are 
using on our Facebook page. For this one, Darrel Bock is a very reputable commentator and professor of theology and 
history. This guy knows his stuff. So, those are a couple of resources for you before we dig into this, if you are interested 
and you want some outside resources to help you follow along. 

So, we will get into our introduction to Luke tonight. I love introductions and I love the historical aspect of the 
faith and the writing of the Bible. In Red Oak Youth, which we refer to as R.O.Y., for the last couple of Wednesdays we 
have been talking about and kind of building up to our study in the Book of Luke. It’s been awesome because we’ve 
been talking in depth about who this guy was and what we know about him, because Luke is a fascinating character. He 
doesn’t talk about himself but he is very qualified as a minister of the Gospel. His resume and his qualifications are really 
impressive. So, tonight, we want to look at the man, Luke, in terms of how he wrote and put together these two works 
of Scripture, and some of the facts behind it, and how that can be helpful for us. 

Historically, Luke gives us the most comprehensive information on the Early Church. So, if we take the Gospel of 
Luke and the Book of Acts, Luke primarily tells the story of Jesus’ life and ministry, and the Book of Acts tells the story of 
the first century Church, covering about three decades. That’s a long time, isn’t it? So, when you are reading the Book of 
Acts, you are reading about thirty years’ worth of material. That’s a long, long, chunk of time. When you read the Gospel 
of Luke, you are reading about thirty years’ worth of material. Luke and Acts are about sixty years’ worth of material, so 
it is very exhaustive in terms of the details we get from Luke regarding the life of Jesus, and the impact He made on the 
immediate culture and society around Jerusalem, and Palestine, and Galilee, and other places. Jesus had several homes. 
One was in Nazareth when He was a child. We know that He lived in Egypt. We know that His family’s lineage and roots 
were in Bethlehem, and we also know that His hub and His headquarters for a lot of His ministry was in a place called 
Capernaum, in Galilee, which was more northern in the nation of Israel and the country of Palestine. 

So, what Luke does, and we see it in the intro that Spencer read tonight, is that he goes and does this sort of 
investigative report. It literally lays out like a documentary. Some of you like documentaries. I love documentaries. I love 
to watch them. My family has watched documentaries on drug abuse and there are a couple of them about heroin that 
are crazy. A historical documentary that we watched several years ago that stands out was about life inside of North 
Korea. It was a secular, not a Christian, documentary. I love to watch documentaries because if a documentary is done 

                                                             
1 Bruce, F. F., The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?; Bottom of the Hill Publishing, August 2013. 
2 Bock, Darrell L., NIV Application Commentary: Luke; Zondervan, 1996. 



right it’s a collection of personal, first-hand accounts. So, the documentarian or the investigative reporter goes to people 
and interviews them, and asks them questions, and takes down information, so that you get first-hand accounts of 
things that are happening. So, Luke is telling us in our text for tonight that what he is going to do is compile a list of 
stories through investigative reporting, so it’s going to lay out a lot like a documentary. It’s going to be a documentary of 
the life of Jesus and the life of the Early Church. Now, something else that is interesting is that after Luke closes the Book 
of Acts, in Acts 28, we don’t have any real clear Early Church history written until about the third or fourth century under 
Constantine. So, Luke really gives us this overwhelming abundance of information about the life of Jesus and the life of 
the Early Church and how it came together and how the Church was established. Then, we have to kind of go out and 
study secular sources until about the third or fourth century before we have any really good, Christian, Church history. 
So, Luke’s work is very valuable. 

If you’ve grown up in the Church or if you are a new Christian, and you’ve studied or read through the Book of 
Luke, you probably, like most of us, have just read through it. We tend to read in a kind of nonchalant manner when we 
read through the Gospels, and just read the stories about Jesus healing people, and telling parables, and things like that. 
But, we’re looking at Luke through the lens of what he’s telling us in these first four verses, which is this, “I’ve gone 
around and compiled this narrative, this report, by eyewitness accounts, and I’ve talked to people who were there, and 
I’ve laid out for you this document.” He is writing specifically to this man named Theophilus, who he calls “Most 
Excellent Theophilus.” You see this in verse 4. Theophilus’ name just means ‘lover of God.’ We don’t know anything 
about this man, but Luke directs both the Book of Luke and the Book of Acts to Theophilus. We don’t know anything 
about him other than that his name means ‘lover of God.’ We don’t know if he was a new convert or an old convert and 
we don’t know what position he held. Luke only uses the phrase “most excellent” when he is referring to government 
officials. Luke introduces us to national officials in the Roman Empire; men like Quirinius, and Festus, and Felix, and 
Claudius Paulus. There is a guy named Serbius who is a proconsul in a place near Antioch that Luke introduces us to. 
Here is why that is important—these were specific people who were living at the time of Jesus and the time of the Early 
Church, who are being mentioned by name, and the credibility there is that someone could have said, “Whoa, I was 
there and that didn’t happen like that.” So, Luke is writing to an audience that could discredit him if his facts weren’t in 
order. Make sense? It’s not like Luke was writing a hundred years later and he looked back and said, “This guy named 
Jesus came along and here’s what happened. This is the story and it was awesome.” He didn’t embellish, and grow the 
legends, and stretch the stories. He is writing, and interviewing people for their first-hand accounts, and writing down 
what they say, and he’s publishing it internationally. It is a difficult endeavor for Paul to write his report because if he 
doesn’t get all his facts in order then he will be in trouble. 

A couple of weeks ago in our youth group, the young men from Red Oak were sitting around and having a 
conversation, and we were talking about how we got the Bible and how we can trust it. One of the most fascinating 
things to study is the finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls that happened in the 1940s. Some of you may never have heard of 
the Dead Sea Scrolls. They were a series of documents that were found in caves in Israel that had been preserved 
because they were in the region of the Dead Sea. There is a lot of salt in the air and the salt had preserved these 
documents. And these documents were brought out, and we opened these documents up, and we began to read these 
documents, and they were copies of Scripture from the Septuagint, which is the Old Testament that had been translated 
to Greek. So, you go back to the time of Jesus, which was the first century, and the Dead Sea Scrolls were copies of 
Scripture from a couple of hundred years before that. When we take the Dead Sea Scrolls and we lay them out and you 
take your NSV Bible, or your ASV Bible, or your KJV Bible, and you translate it, it matches perfectly, which means that 
Scripture was not tampered with from the time of its writing before Christ until modern day translations and copies of 
Scripture. Make sense? So, we have this credibility that goes with the Bible and no other documents have this. 

Well, Luke, in his own two works, the Books of Luke and Acts, gives us that same kind of credibility because he 
names people. For instance, Luke is the only guy who tells us the story of Zacchaeus. My imagination runs wild and I 
think that maybe Luke went around and was interviewing people who were healed, or other awesome stories happened 
where people met Jesus, and he ran across this guy named Zacchaeus who told him this story. Luke is the only one who 
tells us that story and the thing that is significant about that, other than the fact that it is just in the Bible and we accept 
it by faith, is this—Zacchaeus was an actual tax collector on a major trade route in that part of the world, where all 
anybody had to do was go say, “Hey, Zacchaeus, what’s up man? I just got a copy of this letter from this guy named Luke 
and here’s what he’s saying. Did that really happen? Is this how this went down?” And Luke’s account could be credited 
or discredited. So, Luke gives us an amazing opportunity to see credibility in the writing of Scripture. Are you tracking 
with that so far? It gives us this invigorating approach to the study of Scripture. 



Luke also writes a ton of Scripture. Luke is responsible for writing about a third of the New Testament. So, one-
third of the New Testament is written by this man. If you take all of the New Testament and divide it into authorship, 
Luke writes a third of it and the Apostle Paul writes about a third of it, and they were teammates. They worked together, 
traveled together, and did ministry together. So, Luke gives us this wealth of information, and knowledge that is really 
helpful for us in understanding the legitimacy and credibility of the Word of God.  

So, Luke says, 
 

“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that have been 
accomplished among us,…” 
 
He’s saying that a bunch of people have told the stories about Jesus. We know he’s talking about the Gospel. A 

lot of people have told the story and compiled narratives. He’s probably talking about written narratives and there is 
debate about which Gospels were written first and what order they were written in, but most other Bible commentators 
believe that at least one other Gospel book had been written at this point in time. So, other narratives had been written, 
and in verse 2 he says, 

 
“…just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have 

delivered them to us….” 
 
There were also oral narratives that had been handed down. So, what Luke is saying is, “A lot of people know 

the story about Jesus. People have written about it and people are passing down information about it. But, what I’m 
going to do is I’m going to go interview and research the facts, and see if this is worth, O Excellent Theophilus, you losing 
your position as a Roman governor, or you losing your fortune, or you being in prison. Is this really a legitimate story—
the story of Jesus and the resurrection, and all the fantastic details of it, is it legitimate? Is it real? Can we trust it?  

Luke also brings a different credibility to the story because Luke wasn’t one of the Apostles. He wasn’t a disciple 
of Jesus. He is doing this based on eyewitness accounts. So, he’s not giving us an, “I was there and I saw it.” He has to go 
and do the work of research, and investigation, and ask people. So, he goes and he meets people, and what happens is 
that as Pastor Luke is going around and meeting people, he begins to hear stories. And let me tell you something, Red 
Oak, one of the things that I love about our church is the stories of the people in our church. Because, when you open 
the Book of Luke and you open the Book of Acts, you meet real people who meet a real Saviour, and their lives are 
changed by it. Luke tells us these stories in great detail. 

For instance, one of my favorite stories is told in Chapter 7, and it’s one that you are probably familiar with. Let 
me just read it from Luke 7:36, 

 
“One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and 

reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was 
reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind 
him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her 
head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 
sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.’ 40 And Jesus answering said to him, ‘Simon, 
I have something to say to you.’ And he answered, ‘Say it, Teacher.’ 

41 ’A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 
When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?’ 43 
Simon answered, ‘The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.’ And he said to him, ‘You 
have judged rightly.’ 44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I 
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped 
them with her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my 
feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 47 Therefore I 
tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves 
little.’ 48 And he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’ 49 Then those who were at table with him began to 
say among themselves, ‘Who is this, who even forgives sins?’ 50 And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith 
has saved you; go in peace.’ 



 
Luke introduces us to people and he shows us that Jesus saves people from their sins. He shows us that 

wherever you’ve been, or whatever you’ve done, or whatever your past looks like, that Jesus is greater than that. Jesus 
has the power to save and He also has the grace and the mercy to save. Jesus is not afraid of your past addiction. Jesus is 
not afraid of your past sexual abuse. Jesus is not afraid of where you’ve been, or what you’ve done, or what you’ve said, 
or what you’ve thought. He refuses to let you continue in that and Luke teaches us that, too. Because Luke’s account 
shows us that Jesus doesn’t just heal people and forgive people from sin, but He calls people to things like martyrdom, 
and persecution, and imprisonment. Because the life of following Jesus is a life of sacrifice, whereby we lay down our 
own lives, and we take up our cross, and we follow Jesus. 

So, Luke introduces us to people like Zacchaeus and the woman in Luke 7. Luke introduces us to real people, real 
stories, and real lives. As he travels, and he compiles narratives, and he interviews people, don’t you know that he gets 
drawn into their stories? He gets sucked into their stories. 

I remember a man who lived and worked here years ago. He did media research and film for the International 
Mission Board. He traveled all over the world. I think that, in his two years of doing that job that he was in thirty 
countries or something crazy like that. I remember him telling me that when he went into Rwanda, which was probably 
about ten years ago, and he was interviewing people who had survived the Rwandan genocide of 1994, I believe it was, 
that ten or so years later, around 2004-2006, as he went around and interviewed people, and he heard their stories, that 
their stories gripped him. And I think that, when Luke is hearing these stories of people who have met Jesus, that those 
stories must grip him. As we go through the Book of Luke we are going to meet people who were real. It is not like a 
parable, or an illustration, or a story that was made up, or fables, or folklore. These are real stories about real people. 
Luke 7 tells us the story about a real woman who had a terrible, horribly sexual past. We don’t know the story but it was 
bad enough that she had no reputation in the community. She poured her life out in service to Jesus and Luke tells her 
story. Because the power of the Gospel saves people like that. The power of the Gospel saves people like Zacchaeus, 
who on this major trade route had robbed, and stolen, and taken advantage of people. He was a very evil, and wicked, 
and cruel man, and God saved him. In fact, in the story of Zacchaeus, one thing that is recorded in the way that Luke tells 
the story, in chapter 19, and one of the things that I love about the way that this story is told, is that when Zacchaeus 
comes down from the tree it says, 

 
“So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass 

that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today.’ 6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.” 
 
He received Him joyfully. One of the things that Luke will do is insert little phrases like that, where you will go, 

“Wait a minute! Conversion just happened! That’s where he got saved.” Before he went home, and before he cooked 
Jesus a meal, and before a bunch of people came to the house, Zacchaeus received the Gospel. He got it. Do you know 
what this does? The stories of the woman in Luke 7 and Zacchaeus in Luke 19 give us hope for lost friends, and lost 
coworkers, and for your mom who has been a drug addict for thirty years, and you think that there is no hope, and that 
she is beyond hope. But these people give us hope for your wayward dad who you haven’t had a relationship with for 
years and years, and for your wayward son or daughter who you thought you raised in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord, and they’ve turned and walked away from the Gospel. Luke gives us hope for people like that. Jesus says one 
sentence to this guy, “Hey, get out of that tree right now,” and the dude gets saved. He gets saved. Luke tells us stories 
that validate our own faith and that give us excitement and anticipation for what Jesus is going to do in the hearts and 
lives of the people that we minister to. Luke gives us hope when he tells us these stories and I love that. He has written 
this narrative that comes from eyewitness accounts. 

Let me give you some data—sort of some fast facts on Luke. These are Luke quick facts. Luke is first a historian. 
The historical accuracy of what he writes is pretty impressive. In fact, I jotted down some names of people that Luke 
mentions who are not mentioned anywhere else in Scripture. There’s Quirinius, Pilate, Sergius Paulus, Galeo, Felix, 
Festus, Herod the Great, and several of Herod’s descendants. Those were Roman governors. On the Jewish side, he 
mentions Annas, Caiaphas, Ananias, and Gamaliel, who was Paul’s mentor and instructor. Now, if you take that list of 
names that Luke writes and publishes, how easy would it be to discredit what he is saying? He is naming people. It would 
be very easy to discredit him, especially in a day and age where so much was given, in terms of credibility, to oral 
testimony and eyewitness accounts. He’s naming people in a time when eyewitnesses to events would still have been 
around. Now, listen to this that F. F. Bruce says in this great little book, 



 
“Luke is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statement of fact trustworthy; he is possessed of the true 
historic sense; he fixes his mind on the idea and plan that rules in the evolution of history, and proportions the 
scale of his treatment to the importance of each incident.” 
 
He’s saying that Luke gives good details that bring you into the story and you are able to understand what is 

going on in the story. 
 
“He seizes the important and critical events and shows their true nature at greater length, while he touches lightly 
or omits entirely much that was valueless for his purpose. In short, this author should be placed along with the 
very greatest of historians." 
 
Here’s what Bruce is saying. Luke says just enough to draw us into the story and give us the details we need. For 

instance, the woman in Luke 7, we don’t get her name, we don’t get the details of her background, we don’t need to 
know those things. Luke gives us just enough to see the power of the Gospel at work in her life. He’s a historian in the 
purest sense of the word. He also speaks of places in vivid detail. For instance, Luke tells us about Philippi, and we just 
finished studying the Book of Philippians. Luke does a really good job of explaining what life and culture was like there. 
Remember that Philippi was a Roman colony so life there would have been much different from life in Jerusalem. If you 
look at a map and Philippi is up here in Asia Minor, or actually on up into Europe, and then down here in Jerusalem you 
have Israelite life, and these are two very different contexts. And when we read Luke’s stories in Luke and Acts, he gives 
vivid detail that draws us into both of those places so that you feel like you are there. You can’t make that up. That’s 
what a good historian does. That’s what a rich historian does. That’s what a good documentarian does. Luke speaks of 
places like Antioch Syria, which was neither of those extremes. It was a Gentile world and a Gentile trade route. Think 
about Luke giving his account of the people in Ephesus where he talks about a riot in the city with the Ephesians, and he 
gives such detail regarding that riot that we are drawn into how they worship their gods. He gives structural detail and 
he talks about buildings, and structures, and places. Then, archaeologists go back and study these places and they go, 
“Oh, it’s kind of how Luke described it in the Bible.” That makes sense, because he was writing under inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, but he was also writing in real time. While all of this stuff was happening he was writing about it. 

Luke describes events. There are three different times in Luke’s writings where he uses the term ‘we.’ For a little 
background about Luke’s testimony, he travelled as a companion with Paul. So, sometimes he will say “we did this” or 
“we did that” and he is talking about being with Paul and Paul’s team. But one of the things that he gives really good 
details about is the shipwreck at the end of the Book of Acts. You feel like you are there with them. Whenever I’ve read 
that story, I’ve thought, “I don’t want to go in the ocean.” It’s one of those stories. You get drawn into where you are 
there, and you feel the salt in the air, and you feel the wind and the waves hitting the boat. They get shipwrecked and 
they are on an island. Luke tells the story in detail of certain, specific events that happen, and he talks about the people 
there. He draws us in and he gives us a detailed account of what is happening, and remember, people could have 
stepped up and contradicted his accounts and said, “That is not what happened there,” but there are no documented 
accounts where they did that. In fact, it is quite the opposite. There are secular historians who say that events were just 
like Luke wrote and that there is accuracy in his writing. 

Luke talks about situations that happened in local governments. For instance, there may be a time where a 
region in the Roman province was under senatorial governance. Senators would have overseen that region. Then, they 
shift it and they change it and it becomes an imperial government. So, whether it was governed from Rome or by local 
magistrates, and satraps, and people like that, there are places where it shifted and changed. I guess the closest we 
could get to understanding that is that we are in election season and we are going to have a transfer of power. So, 
imagine that there is no internet, and there is no media, and so there is no way for information to travel except by word 
of mouth. You may hear about who became president weeks or even months later. What happens is that Luke writes 
with accuracy on a timeline that talks about when there are transfers of power. He says that this guy was in charge here 
and then this guy came in charge here, then this guy came into charge here, so you have this very accurate listing of 
leaders. Those leaders begin with the Caesars and go all the way down to local leaders. Why? Because Luke was there. 
He was traveling around, and talking to people, and getting eyewitness accounts of what Jesus did.  

Archaeology and religious practice. Luke writes in detail of Jewish religious practice. We have four Gospels—
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Four books of the Bible explain to us the life, and story, and ministry of Jesus, and each 
one of them tells it from a little different perspective. Maybe some of you have encountered someone who said that it 
seems like the Bible contradicts itself, and what someone might do is they might point out something that Matthew or 



Mark says that contradicts something that Luke or John says, or something like that. In fact, there are no contradictions, 
there are only deeper, more angled accounts of the same stories happening. 

Imagine that we all witnessed the same catastrophe but we witnessed it from different angles. Imagine that we 
witnessed this building being hit by a meteorite and crashing to the ground. Okay? So, imagine that some of us were out 
in the parking lot, and some of us were up on the mountain, and some of us were out on the four-lane, and all that we 
knew was that something explosive happened. Someone said, “A plane fell from the sky,” and someone said, “The 
building got bombed.” What we would need would be for legitimate eyewitnesses to give credibility and credible 
accounts of what happened. The more angles we got the better picture we could get and the more detailed account we 
could have. So, we could put aside rumors, and wrong information, and bad ideas. So, Luke gives us a detailed account 
that actually works in conjunction with Matthew, and Mark, and John. All of the Gospels are telling the same story from 
different angles but Luke draws in much more information. It’s the longest of the Gospel books, and the excess of 
information that he brings in are people’s stories, because he’s talking to people, and he’s writing down their stories, 
and he’s investigating Jesus. He is writing first-hand, eyewitness accounts of things that happened. So, Luke is telling a 
story that everybody can hear and understand. It’s a beautiful story and it’s a powerful story and Paul is writing it on the 
dime of this man, Theophilus, who is using his own money, sparing no expense, and sending Luke on this mission. 

Now, let me finish tonight by talking about what we know about Luke the man, specifically. As a person, what 
credibility does he bring? We know that he was a doctor because in Colossians 4, Paul refers to him as a physician, and 
it’s been widely accepted throughout history that Luke was actually a doctor. He was also believed to be from Antioch in 
Syria, so he was a Gentile. He was not Jewish. He was not an eyewitness to the ministry of Jesus so he was gathering 
eyewitness accounts. For those of us who maybe wrestled in the early days of our faith with a question of, “I wasn’t 
there. If I could just see God. If I could only know that it happened. If I could just see it with my eyes. If I could have seen 
the empty tomb. If I could have seen the resurrection,” Luke is your guy. Luke is the guy who didn’t see any of it but his 
life was changed by it, because he heard the stories, he wrote down the accounts, and he eyewitnessed the 
eyewitnesses and the changes that happened in their lives. So, he wasn’t an actual eyewitness but he was a very 
detailed historian. 

Luke was also a musician. Those of you who are musical and for those of you who are artistic, Luke’s your guy. 
Here’s why. Because in several places in Scripture, Luke records songs. Mary’s song is recorded early in the book. He is 
very poetic and musical so he is a musician. He is one who appreciates the arts, which would also have been very 
valuable in the Roman culture, where the arts were very much celebrated, in both Roman and Greek culture. Luke was 
culturally artistic. 

He was also a great theologian. He teaches us about Jesus. My math isn’t great because I did it in my head. I 
probably should have done it on a calculator but if you go through Luke 22-24, those three chapters give us this huge 
account of the crucifixion and the resurrection. It’s almost two hundred verses. If you start in Luke 22 and go to the end 
of the book, there is this massive account. Here’s what happens—as you’re reading about the crucifixion and the 
resurrection of Jesus, Luke is weaving into the story these personal stories of people and the impact that day had on 
them. Luke is the guy who records the story of the two travelers on the Road to Emmaus. He introduces us to those 
guys. I love that story. You wonder who these guys are and Luke met them. They were eyewitnesses to Jesus. Luke gives 
a lot of detail concerning the Gospel. We see that he’s a theologian in that he gives us a clear understanding of the cross 
of Christ, and the resurrection of Jesus, but also when we read through the story that Luke lays out for us of the life and 
ministry of Jesus, there is a wealth of doctrine, a wealth of theology, and there is a wealth of understanding about who 
Jesus is, and the fact that Jesus claimed to be God, and Jesus called people to repent, and the fact that Jesus forgave 
people of their sins. 

Luke gives us a big, huge picture of grace, because he says in Luke 8 that Mary Magdalene was a woman out of 
whom came seven demons, and then he shows us that she was there at the cross, and she was waiting at the tomb, and 
she saw the resurrected and risen Lord. Why? Because the power of the Gospel changed her life. Luke understands the 
greatness of God’s grace and mercy when it meets someone in their sin. Luke shows us that. He says, “Look at this! You 
want to hear a story? Here’s a story for you!” But Luke also understands the heartbreak of rejection because he records 
for us stories like the two sons; the one who ran away into a far off land and came back and received grace and 
forgiveness from his father, and the older son in his hardness of heart, in Luke 15, who rebelled against the father in a 
completely different way. Luke shows us people receiving the Gospel and people stiffening their necks and turning their 
backs on God. Luke introduces us to the rich, young ruler who comes to Jesus and says, “I’ve done everything I should 
do. I’ve obeyed the commandments,” and then Jesus hits the difficult, dark spot in that man’s heart and says, “Then give 
up everything you have and follow me. Sell what you have and give it to the poor.” Because Jesus knows the intricacies 



and delicacies of our hearts, and lack of faith, and our hardness of heart, and he exposes it like the writer of Hebrews 
says. He peels back and lays bare before the eyes of those of us who have to give an account before God. Luke shows us 
that when the story of the rich, young ruler doesn’t end joyfully. He walks away sad because he had a lot of stuff. Luke 
introduces us to people but he doesn’t always give us a happily-ever-after ending, because we know that in real life not 
everybody gets saved. Not everybody follows Jesus. So, Luke has a real understanding of the Gospel, because he’s a 
theologian. He knows that man is bound up in sin, trapped under the dominion and control of sin, and only Jesus can 
free him from that. Luke shows us that. He’s a theologian and he’s a really good one. He writes a huge part of the Bible. 
If that doesn’t give you credibility as a theologian then nothing does. 

We also know that he’s brilliant. He’s really smart. The intro that we read in tonight’s text, Luke 1:1-4, is written 
in a very classical form of Greek and the verses are written beautifully. They are written as a sort of preface or a 
prologue, so they set the story up. Next week, we will get to verse 5, and from verse 5 on Luke begins to tell the story. 
Think of a movie that you’ve seen, where at the beginning of the movie there’s a voiceover or a narrator. The kids were 
watching a movie today and I was kind of in and out of the room a few times and I heard a narrator’s voice. I asked the 
question, “Is that Liam Neeson?,” because there’s no greater narrator except for maybe James Earl Jones, right? But 
Liam Neeson was narrating this story and I could just sit and listen to him tell the story. So, you have a narrator who 
introduces the story and then you get right into the telling of the story. Luke does that in these first four verses of 
classical Greek. Then, from verse 5 on, it’s a really gritty, common man’s language, and he just tells the story because 
he’s a masterful storyteller. Don’t you love to sit around with a masterful storyteller and just listen to stories? But isn’t it 
awful to sit and listen to somebody who is really bad at telling stories but they think they are good at telling stories? Isn’t 
it awful and sit and listen to someone tell a story and they don’t understand what details to put in and what details to 
leave out, so they either tell you way more than you want to hear, and a two minute story is a twenty minute story, or 
they leave out the stuff that would help you understand the story in the first place? That’s not Luke. He gives just the 
right amount of detail, and just the right amount of history, and just the right amount of background, and he uses it all 
to draw a backdrop to bring us in, and he says, “Look at this lady. She met Jesus,” and “Look at this man. He met Jesus. 
Do you think you could meet Jesus? Yes, because Jesus saves individual people.” Luke tells a story of individuals. 

In fact, here is what Luke does—he elevates, for the first time in known human history, the status of women and 
children. If you have ever believed, at any time in your life, that Christianity is oppressive to women—Christianity was 
the first and only force in history that freed women to be God’s daughters and be who God has called them to be. Luke 
introduces us to so many women and his stories are powerful. He introduces us to children and the stories are powerful. 
He writes richly of the Holy Spirit. Right out of the chute, the angel comes to Elizabeth and Zachariah. The angel comes 
to Mary and we begin to see the Holy Spirit work in Mary. We see the power of the Spirit rest on John. We see the Spirit 
anoint Jesus at His baptism. We see this dynamic working of the Holy Spirit, and Luke introduces us to that. There is so 
much to learn in the story of Luke and the way that he tells it. He’s a masterful storyteller, and he gives value and 
importance to women and he gives value and importance to children. But, that’s not all—he gives value and importance 
to the poor. Some of you have a heart that beats for social justice. You want to see the poor clothed and fed. You want 
to see people get the basic needs of life met and that’s something that churns in you. Well, Luke introduces us to that 
like no one else ever had done before in Scripture. Also—and this is probably my favorite—he introduces us to 
disreputable people and he shows us how Jesus saves those people. He introduces us to disreputable people and shows 
us how the power of the Gospel saves drug addicts, prostitutes, embezzlers, and swindlers, and wife-beaters, and 
polygamists, and people who would persecute Christians, and take their heads, and stone them in the street. He 
introduces us to Roman officials who meet Jesus, and their lives are changed, and they are willing to say, “I don’t care if I 
become one of the persecuted. I will follow Jesus.” Luke introduces us to the most disreputable people that society can 
offer, and when he does that he shows it to us in raw detail. Some of them get it and some of them don’t, but when they 
do it is a powerful impact that the story has on us. I love that. The bottom line is that he introduces us to individuals and 
he tells people’s stories. Luke tells us the story of Zachariah and Elizabeth that we will see in the next couple of weeks. 
He tells us the story of Mary and Martha, and he emphasizes prayer and praise like none of the other Gospel writers. 
Luke loves Jesus, and Luke loves people, and he wants people to meet Jesus, and so he writes this story. 

He wants us, as a Church, to know Jesus more, and so he writes this story. And I love his account of the 
resurrection in Luke 24 and we are going to read that to prepare our hearts to worship in song. In Luke 24, listen to how 
he closes this prequel to the first half of his story; how he closes book one. 

 
“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 

had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did 



not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by 
them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men 
said to them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember 
how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of 
sinful men and be crucified and on the third day rise.’ 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning 
from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene 
and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the 
apostles,…” 

 
Let me remind you that a female’s testimony was not admissible in a Jewish or Roman court of law. The next 

time that someone tells you that Christianity is oppressive toward women, you need to take them to Luke 24. The first 
eyewitness accounts are the accounts of women, one of whom was an employee of Caesar and the other a recovered 
demonic prostitute. That’s pretty awesome. It’s like, “But, but, but these ladies said….” and the skeptics are like, “Okay, 
yeah, like we will believe what they said.” And Luke is like, “But you don’t understand, I saw them and I talked to them. 
Their lives have been changed. You can go see them. They live at such and such—just go talk to them.” 

I feel like, prophetically from the Lord, that I need to say this. There are women in this room and you’ve met 
Jesus but you still wrestle with stuff that happened to you ten years ago, or maybe ten weeks ago. You need to know 
that the power of Jesus to cleanse you, and forgive you, and make you whole, is not only a reality but it’s laid out for us 
by example in Scripture. You’re forgiven through the blood of Jesus. You’re made whole through the blood of Jesus. That 
abortion is under the blood of Jesus. What you did is under the blood of Jesus, if you will receive it. That’s what these 
women did. They received the forgiving power of the cross. They received the forgiving power of the Gospel and the 
forgiving power of the resurrection of Jesus resting on their lives. That gives us hope, and peace, and joy. 

 

“11 …but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.” 
  

Let me read that again, 
 

“Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women 
with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and 
they did not believe them.” 
 
Jesus, through the pen of Luke, just took a shot at the apostles. He’s like, “These ladies have got it. The 

professional preachers, and pastors, and missionaries—it went right over their heads.” Listen, don’t you ever think for 
one minute that there are like two classes of Christians, the professionals – “Well, I’m not pastor. I’ve never been to 
seminary.” Listen, you have the Word of God, you have the Spirit of God living in you, you have the eyewitness accounts 
of those whose lives have been changed, and you have the power of your own testimony. We sang about it in the first 
song tonight. We overcome by the Word of God, the blood of the Lamb, and the power of our testimony. You are 
legitimate as a Christ-follower. If anyone ever tells you different, they are lying. Some of you have been hurt by the 
Church, or run down by the Church, or kicked to the curb by the Church—that ain’t the Church! That’s people posing as 
the Church. The legitimacy of the Gospel in the Church will redeem, and raise up, and validate, and value its members. 
Luke shows us that. It’s powerful, man. 

 
“ 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb.” 
 

It’s kind of like some of you who, at about one o’clock Tuesday night, were going, “Is it true? Could it be 
possible?”3 

 
“12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 

themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.” 
 

                                                             
3 As the election results were coming in and it was obvious that Donald Trump was going to win the Presidential election against Hillary 

Clinton, against all projected odds. 



What’s Luke doing? He is telling us individual stories. The women did this and they responded this way. Peter 
runs to the tomb, and he looks in, and he goes home marveling at what’s happened. Luke is telling us stories. 

 
“13 That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14 and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While 
they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes 
were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, ‘What is this conversation that you are holding 
with each other as you walk?’ And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, 
answered him, ‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened 
there in these days?’” 
 
Luke tells us people’s names, like Joanna, Mary, and Cleopas. 
 

“19 And he said to them, ‘What things?’ And they said to him, ‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief 
priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things 
happened. 22 Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the 
morning, 23 and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision 
of angels, who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 
just as the women had said, but him they did not see.’ 25 And he said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?’ 27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted 
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

28 So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He acted as if he were going 
farther, 29 but they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now 
far spent.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them, he took the bread and 
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he 
vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to 
us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?’ 33 And they rose that same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, ‘The 
Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!’ 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he was known to them in the breaking of the bread.” 
 
Luke is telling the story by telling stories of people’s interaction with Jesus. This is going to be an incredible study 

and it’s going to change the life of our church, because we need to know that we serve a real God who cares about real 
people and that He is individually engaged in our lives. Jesus didn’t just come to save the masses—He came to serve 
individuals and free us from our sin and Luke is going to help us understand that. 

So, I’ll pray and we will stand together and sing in worship to the Lord. 
Lord,	I	thank	you	for	this	brother	of	ours,	Luke,	your	apostle,	the	doctor,	the	theologian,	the	musician,	the	

historian,	the	friend	of	sinners	himself,	the	faithful	follower	of	Jesus,	the	one	who	was	faithful	to	Paul,	and	the	one	
who	was	faithful	to	the	advance	of	the	Gospel.	I	pray	that	we	would	learn	from	his	life	and	his	example	and	I	pray	
that	we	would	learn	from	the	stories	that	he’s	recorded,	most	specifically	the	big	story,	the	narrative	of	the	Gospel,	
and	the	power	of	the	resurrection.	Help	our	lives	to	be	changed	by	it	and	help	us	to	love	you	better.	In	Jesus’	name.	
Amen.	

 
I want to leave you this thought before we stand and sing. I want you to reflect on this. In preparing to study 

through this, the thing that has stood out to me the most about the story of Luke, is that Luke never talks about himself. 
But, at the end of Paul’s life, after two decades of ministry together, Paul, in writing a letter to Timothy, says this, 
“Everyone has deserted me. There is nobody here. Luke, alone, is with me.” Paul was a hard man to follow. Paul was a 
driven man. People would come and go in Paul’s ministry and you kind of can’t blame them, because he was constantly 
getting arrested, he was constantly inciting riots, and he was constantly getting beaten. They’d throw him in jail. If you 
followed Paul you were going to end up shipwrecked, cold outside somewhere, and hungry, and it was going to be 



rough. And Luke never tells these stories as if he’s the main character. He just humbly stays in the shadows and pushes 
Paul forward as Paul holds Christ forward. At the end of Paul’s life, he gives what may be one of the greatest 
compliments in all of Scripture. He says, “Everybody has left. It’s dark and I’m dying. They are going to take my head—
but Luke’s with me.” Because Luke was faithful, and in his humility, and in his faithfulness, as he told everyone else’s 
story, it is through those stories that we learn what real humility looks like. What it is to love each other, and serve each 
other, and be a faithful church, faithful to the Lord and the Gospel, and faithful to each other. I hope that we will learn 
that from Luke. 

So, let’s stand together and let’s sing. 
 
(Rob Conti) 
We don’t typically do a big altar call or a moment of repeating a prayer or raising hands. We are not opposed to 

those things and there may be times when we may do those, but we ultimately don’t want to confuse anyone. We want 
the focus to be that it is Christ who has the power to redeem. It is not a raised hand, or a hand raised the right way, or 
the walking of an aisle, or a pastor’s blessing—it is Jesus, by His Holy Spirit, that leads somebody to repentance and faith 
and to put their trust in Christ and move from death to life. In that, we always want to extend the invitation to please, if 
you have questions about the Gospel, and if you know that God is working in your heart and your mind, convicting you 
of sin, and you have questions, or you have doubts, please come talk to us. Talk to me, or Brody, or Spencer, or Shawn, 
or Zach. Talk to either of the pastors, or, our church is filled with men and women who would love to sit down and 
explain the Gospel and listen to your story—how God is rescuing you. So, please feel free to do that. 

Let me say this—a lot of people have asked how we, as a church, can serve the men who are fighting the forest 
fires. A lot of you know that Snowbird, on our campus, will be hosting a hundred or so firefighters from Alaska and 
Nevada. We will start at about forty and that will increase. It’s set up under a contract and the way that it is they can’t 
really receive just charitable giving. It’s just how it is set up with their jobs and the contracts they are under. So, we are 
bringing them here and we are going to be able to feed them and house them under contract. So, right now, there is not 
a lot that can be done other than that, but as opportunity comes, we can have conversations with those guys, show 
them the love of Christ, and open our mouths and speak the Gospel to them. So, for right now that’s where we are. If 
opportunity comes up for tangible giving we will make that known to you guys. As pastors, we love the fact that we are 
having to address how many questions we are getting about how you can serve. That’s just awesome. 

So, let me do this. Let me read our benediction and we will pray. Our benediction tonight comes from Hebrews 
13:20, 

 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 

shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you 
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
Lord	Jesus,	we	love	you.	We	need	you.	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	send	rain	to	put	out	the	fires,	and	I	pray	

that	as	these	men	are	here	on	this	property	that	you	would	use	us	to	share	the	Gospel	with	them,	and	that	they	
would	see	you	high	and	lifted	up.	I	pray	that	you	would	use	our	church	to	reach	our	community	with	the	Gospel.	I	
pray	for	those	who	are	here	now,	who	have	doubts	and	unbelief,	that	by	the	power	of	your	Spirit	that	you	would	
redeem	them,	quicken	them,	and	give	them	new	life,	and	lead	them	to	repentance	and	trust	in	you.	For	it	is	in	
Christ’s	name,	Amen.



November 20, 2016 
Luke 1:5-25 & 67-80 
Brody Holloway 
 

Turn to Luke 1. We have a lot to go over tonight in a couple of lengthy passages. I’m excited to dive in. If you are 
visiting with us, I want to welcome you. It’s good to have this crew sitting here. We have a hitching coming up on 
Tuesday, so we are exciting to have everyone who is visiting for the wedding on Tuesday. Let’s pray one more time 
before we open the Scripture and ask God to shed light and give us favor as we look into His Word. 

God,	we	need	you	to	open	our	hearts	and	our	minds.	We	need	for	you	to	give	us	clarity	and	we	need	you	to	
help	us	to	respond	to	your	Word	in	the	manner	in	which	you	would	have	us	to	respond.	So,	please,	meet	with	us	
now.	Thank	you	that	you	inhabit	the	praise	of	your	people	and	I	pray	now	that	praise	would	be	materialized	in	the	
hearing	of	your	Word	and	in	our	response	to	it.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

Thank you to everyone who has been praying for the firefighters and the crews who are here in the area.4 It’s 
been awesome the last four days to see the mountains. I’ve been telling those guys—I don’t know if they are directly 
responsible but we need a hero right now—that it’s been awesome after nine days of not being able to see the 
Snowbird mountain range to go outside and not have watery eyes. It’s been good. Keep praying for those guys. They 
have a lot of work to do yet. It’s been awesome getting to meet some of those guys and talk to them. They are a solid, 
good group of men and they’ve done a great work. So, keep praying for them and thank you for your support and 
everything that you’ve done. People have been bringing water, and drinks, and volunteering to help, so that’s great. 

Also, this is Blue and Britt’s last time with us before they return to the field5. They led a trip with OLD School6 
this week. They will leave soon to go back and then we have two of our guys, Austin and Absalom, who will be going 
over to serve with them for the winter and spring. So, be in prayer for those guys and be sure to see them before they 
leave tonight.  

So, let’s dive into God’s Word. We will start in Luke 1:5. Our text starts off, saying, 
 

“In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah.” 
 
Now, this is something that we will see Luke do often. He will introduce characters a lot of times in a historical 

context. I’m a history nerd. I’m really nerdy and geeky when it comes to history. Some of you are and some of you hate 
it. Some of you cannot stand history but I know that some of you really enjoy it. I enjoy reading history, and studying it, 
and watching documentaries, and things like that. I love Luke because he will introduce something in a historical 
context. For instance, if you look over at chapter 3, when he introduces the ministry of John the Baptist, he begins by 
saying this, 

 
“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, and 

Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, 
and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas…” 
 
What Luke is doing there is he is saying that this is who Caesar was, this is who the local governor was, and these 

were the magistrates. That’s in the Roman context, but then he also adds the Jewish high priests. So, he is giving Roman 
and Jewish historical contexts. Remember that the whole book of Luke is an investigative report, like a documentary. So, 
what this does is it helps readers at the time that this was written see that in recent history, when this guy was king, and 
this guy was governor, and these things were happening, and it puts it in an immediate, historical context. It also gives 
rigidity to the story and makes it a lot more difficult to embellish or change things. You have factual content in a 
historical context where Roman readers can measure it, and Jewish readers can measure it, with key figures and players 
on the world stage at that time. So, Luke does that a lot, which I love. 

                                                             
4 Much of the Southeast United States has been in a severe drought. Many forest fires have been burning across Western North Carolina 

and Snowbird, the camp where Red Oak meets for worship, has been hosting over a hundred firefighters, providing lodging and food, as they have 
been battling the blazes. 

5 Red Oak missionaries who are working in an undisclosed part of Africa. 
6 Snowbird’s Outdoor Leadership and Discipleship School, a wilderness program. 



So, Luke shows us the big stage, but then he also introduces us to people that we wouldn’t know otherwise. 
Zechariah is not a guy that we would know otherwise if Luke didn’t introduce us to him. Zechariah is a country preacher. 
Luke says, 

 
“A priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of 

Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.” 
 
The contrast is this. We know that this Herod was kind of a maniacal egomaniac. He had his wives murdered and 

a couple of sons murdered. He had a lot of psychiatric and psychological disorders. He ruled the area but he was very 
self-centered. He would build a temple for the Jews so they could worship who they wanted to worship but he would 
put his name on everything. He would sell goods to make a profit and he was actually a brilliant architect7. There are 
things that are still standing in the area where Herod ruled and reigned that are mind-blowing to archaeologists. There 
are stones that weigh as much as a 747 jet that have been laid in foundations of buildings. The guy was a genius. How he 
did some of the things that he did is beyond modern archaeologists’ ability to figure out. He was also the first guy to 
create a kind of hydraulic cement. He created a concrete that he could then use in water and they could make pools and 
lagoons. He actually created a freshwater pool in a saltwater area to make a sort of resort place. It’s fascinating to study 
this guy. He’s really well known and he is well known for the fact that after Jesus’ birth he tried to have all the boys in 
the region murdered. He was very maniacal and very demonic. Evil people are scary, but really smart evil people are 
extra scary. You talk about dictators, and serial killers, and people who come up with complex ideas, and there seems to 
be a really demonic force at work with people like that. So, Herod is that kind of guy. 

Then, Herod is contrasted over against this guy, Zechariah. We know a couple of things about him right out of 
the gate. We know that he is from the division of Abijah. If you go back to the time of David, David was king of Israel and 
he took all of the priests in Israel and divided them into twenty-four divisions of priests. Now, there came a day when 
those divisions were busted up and Israel was carried into captivity, then several divisions got to come back into Israel, 
so it was a smaller group of priests, then they split them up and divided them again into twenty-four divisions. In these 
twenty-four divisions there were about 18,000 priests. A lot of times when we read the word ‘priest’ in the Jewish 
context we think that it must have been someone who was very unique, and special, and everyone knew who he was. 
But if you think of priests in the context of twenty-four divisions, and 18,000 of them, then you are talking more like 
small church pastors in America. So, in America we have pastors and some pastors are well-known and some pastors are 
not well-known at all. Red Oak is a smaller church, but by God’s grace we have a pretty large influence for the size that 
we are. There are people who sort of track what’s going on here and they know what is happening globally through the 
church. That’s exciting, but if you can imagine no social media, no internet, no technology, and a local pastor, or local 
priest, in a synagogue, ministering faithfully with his wife and his church family and church community, then that’s 
Zechariah. 

We are going to see that he’s up in years. His wife is one of the daughters of Aaron and her name is Elizabeth. 
She’s in a priestly line, too. So, Zechariah is a good preacher boy married to a preacher’s girl. You have a really cool 
picture of these people who are very faithful. And I want to say this, a lot of times we think that at the time of Jesus that 
there was nothing but faithlessness and that people in that day were not faithful to the old Law, or the Gospel, or the 
call of God to bring the Messiah, or that they had turned away from the Old Covenant.  But there have always been 
faithful people and there will always be faithful people. In fact, when Paul wrote to the Romans, he said that God is 
going to preserve a remnant always. There are always going to be faithful people. You might remember that there was 
one ancient prophet in the old days who went to God and he said, “God, there are no other people following you. I just 
want to die.”8 But God told him that there were actually a few thousand people who were being faithful in following 
Him. So, there are always going to be faithful people, but the darker the world gets, typically, the lighter or brighter the 
light of God’s faithful people will be. Oftentimes, that light is going to come in the form of martyrdom, or persecution, or 
something like that. But the darker a place gets the brighter the light of the Gospel will shine from one faithful person, 
which is kind of what we are seeing in this couple and their story. 

So, verse 6, 
 

                                                             
7 There are many resources outlining the architectural genius of Herod the Great. Here is one: 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/reviews/the-architecture-of-herod-the-great-builder/  
8 Elijah, in I Kings 19:1-14.  



“And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and 
statutes of the Lord.” 
 
So, we learn that they are faithful to the Lord. They are obedient to His Word. They are godly people. So, before 

we get to the story we are told that these people are faithfully serving the Lord in ministry. They are faithful to the call of 
God on their lives. They are faithful to each other. They are faithful to the Word of God. They are faithful to the advance 
of the Gospel, which is at this point a prophetic thing that has yet to occur. Then, it says in verse 7, 

 
“…but they had no child.” 

 
There is a “but”… “but they had no child…” 
 

“But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years.” 
 
So, they are really old, which back then would have probably been something like fifty. Life expectancy was in 

the forties or maybe fifty. They were up in years for that time period. They may have been older. We don’t know. We 
don’t know their age but they are beyond what would be childbearing years. They are faithful and serving the Lord—
but—they don’t have any kids and we see later, in verse 25, that they have received a lot of reproach over this. In that 
culture people thought that if you didn’t have kids you were being punished by God. If you were being punished by God 
it must mean that you did something wrong to deserve being punished by God. It was a scare culture, where they said 
that God was ruling and reigning with an iron fist so if you got out of line He would thump you good. One of the things 
He might do is curse you and not let you have kids. 

And there’s a critical, theological lesson for us to understand. As Christians, we need to know that in Christ—the 
Bible tells us in Romans 8:1, “There is no condemnation.” So, if you are here and you are a Christian with an ugly past, 
you need to know that God is not going to punish you for that past. Amen? Amen, redeemed ones? That’s good news. 
That’s one of the beautiful things about the Gospel, because some of you have really crazy, ugly pasts. But when you 
come under the blood of Jesus, the Bible says that condemnation is removed. So, we don’t bear reproach from the Lord. 
Here’s the beauty of it, if you are God’s child and He is going to discipline you, or punish you, or deal with you, He’s 
going to do it for your good and for His glory in a loving way. It may be firm, it may be hard, it may be a difficult pill to 
swallow, but when God deals with His sons and daughters, and He does so by disciplining them or punishing them, the 
Bible says in the book of Hebrews that if a father loves his kids sometimes he is going to bring discipline into their lives. 
But God doesn’t punish us the way that we tend to think of punishment. God’s punishment is never to get even with us, 
or to get back at us, or get revenge against us. God’s discipline in the life of a believer is always to bring about the 
greater good and work that He intends to do. It’s how God is going to glorify himself in my life. How is God going to 
perfect holiness in my life? How is God going to make me more faithful to Him? How is God going to enable me to 
worship Him more fully? God doesn’t punish us to bring about restitution or revenge. He doesn’t do that but that was a 
common thought and belief. 

We see it in verse 25 because people were saying, “Elizabeth, what’s up? Is your husband unfaithful, or ugly, or 
does He beat you? What does He do?” They were bringing reproach on them and saying, “You don’t have any kids so 
something is up.” We are going to see that the reason they didn’t have any kids is because it was part of God’s story for 
their lives. A lot of times it’s hard to accept God’s story for our lives and we don’t want to accept something that’s for 
our good and His glory. 

Verse 8, 
 

“Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the 
custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And 
the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled 
when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for 
your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
John.” 
 



So, here’s what happens. It was Zechariah’s turn. This is a big deal. When a priest would get to go in and burn 
incense on the altar it was a big deal because they were only going to do it once in their life. They were chosen by the 
casting of lots. You had 18,000 priests and some of them would never get to do this. If you did get to do it, it was a one 
and done kind of thing. What they would do is go into the temple, and everyone would come to worship, then the priest 
would go into the Most Holy Place of the temple. Remember, the priest represents the mediator, so he is representing 
the people before God. Okay? So, a prophet would represent God to the people and the priest would represent the 
people as a mediator before God. So, he goes into the Most Holy Place and what he would do is pray for revival in the 
land. He would pray for the hearts of the people to be turned to God. He would pray for freedom from the Roman 
oppression. He would pray for the coming of the Messiah. These people were enslaved, in bondage, impoverished, 
beaten down people. They had no national pride. They were struggling. So, the priest would go in and he would say, 
“God, please redeem, and rescue, and save your people.” He would pray on behalf of the people and he would burn 
incense as he was doing this. The other thing that would happen as he was burning the incense and offering the prayer 
up as a fragrance to God, is it was a pleasing aroma to God. It would be like, “God, I’m not just a nagging kid. I’m not just 
getting on your nerves.” 

My youngest little boy is three, almost four in about three or four weeks, and my wife is like, “Praise Jesus.” That 
means he can go away for seven or eight hours a day. It’s going to be glorious. Y’all know him and he’s crazy. He’s buck 
wild. He’s out of his mind. He will come and bring gifts to his mama. When he was real little it was cute. “Here’s a rock. 
Here’s a stick.” But we had a meeting recently where I sat him down and I said, “Son, do you see all these rocks in the 
driveway? This ain’t a good gift. You need to go get something good if you’re going to give it to your mama. There are 
sticks everywhere. If you are going to give a gift give a good gift. Don’t give a really bad gift. You are past being cute for 
giving a rock. At this point, I think you are giving this because you want something.” Sure enough, that’s usually what 
was happening. See, good gifts are given from a good heart. The same goes for thanksgiving. So, they are giving up 
thanks to God and they are giving a gift of incense. Thanksgiving is going up and the incense is going up and it’s a really 
cool picture. 

In that same area there was an altar and on that altar they would sprinkle blood that represented the covering 
of the sins of the people. So, this priest is standing in this place where blood covers the altar. We just sang about the 
blood of animals. The blood of beasts would be sprinkled and spread over this altar. The blood covered the sin. That 
which brings life covers that which brings death and an incense offering goes up to God. It’s happening! Thanksgiving 
and redemption always run in the same vein. We give thanks for the redemption we’ve received. When we forget the 
redemption of the Gospel in our lives and we forget the blood of Jesus in our lives we don’t offer effective offerings to 
God. The New Testament is full of beautiful pictures of how we live our lives, particularly in Romans 12, where it says we 
are living sacrifices. We are a fragrant offering to God. We are a sacrifice to God daily in our lives. We have thanksgiving 
and redemption. 

So, Zechariah goes in and is all in the middle of this worship thing with God, and praying on behalf of his people, 
and the people are gathered right outside waiting on him, while their pastor is in there offering up this thing before the 
Lord, and he was taking a while to come out. They were like, “What’s going on? What’s happening?” And what happens 
is that Zechariah is encountered by the angel of the Lord, and it’s a really powerful scene. Here is what the angel says to 
him, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah.” Let’s go to verse 11, 

 
“And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of 

incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him.” 
 
That’s the normal response when someone meets an angel in Scripture. 
 

“But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and 
your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.” 
 
Okay, so Zechariah is offering up his prayers and all of a sudden there is an angel standing there. It was so 

intense that it scared him. It freaked him out pretty good. I don’t want to put words in their mouths but a lot of times 
they probably weren’t expecting a lot to happen. It had been four hundred years of nothing but oppression for his 
people. The last time they heard from God was four centuries ago, in terms of the voice of a prophet speaking the words 
of God. So, he is standing there and all of a sudden an angel is standing there and the angel says, “God has heard your 
prayer and you are going to have a son.” I don’t know if Zechariah had just prayed for this. Commentators differ on this. 



Some say that he wouldn’t have been in there praying for a son because this is a once-in-a-lifetime deal when he gets to 
go in on behalf of the people. He’s going to do his job and pray for the sins of the people. He’s going to pray for 
salvation, he’s going to pray for redemption of the people, for salvation, the Messiah, and all of that, and then he’s going 
to get out because he has a limited amount of time. But I can’t help but think, if I put myself in his position—we don’t 
know—that maybe he said, “And God, I still don’t have a child. That’s a shameful thing in Israel. It’s a shameful thing for 
a priest to not have a son. People don’t take me seriously.” 

You know, it’s hard for people to take a pastor seriously when he lives extravagantly, a lot of times. I’ve had that 
conversation with people. I drive a ’99 model truck with 240,000 miles on it. Little drives a 320,000 mile vehicle. And it’s 
not that a pastor shouldn’t have good things. But, I always think that I’d like to have a new truck, but I think that if I pull 
up at a church—because I travel and speak a lot—if I pull up at an event and I’m driving a $40,000 vehicle, people are 
going to think that preaching is a pretty lucrative thing. Right? Because people look at a pastor, preacher, or teacher and 
go, “What’s the motive here?” You’re kind of under a magnifying glass.  

So, I can’t help but think that Zechariah is probably going, “God, people don’t take me very seriously because of 
this son thing. I’ve prayed to you a lot but this is the big one.” I don’t know. Maybe. But the angel says to him, “Your 
prayer has been answered.” So, this is the prayer on behalf of the people and/or the prayer of the priest for a son. We 
don’t know. But we do know that, at the very least, he has prayed for a son for many, many, many years. So, the angel 
says, 

 
“Your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his 

name John. And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.” 
 
God says, “I’m not just going to give you a son. I’m going to give you a son that people like. I’m going to give you 

a son and people are going to rejoice with you. People are not going to make fun or you anymore. They are not going to 
look down on you or talk bad about you. They are going to rejoice with you and your son is going to bring life, and light, 
and hope. It’s going to be awesome.” 

 
“And he will be great before the Lord.” 

 
Dads, there is nothing greater that could ever be said about your kid than he is going to be great before the Lord 

or that she is going to be great before the Lord. They are going to serve the Lord faithfully. 
 

“For he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.” 
 
That’s part of the Nazarite vow. Some people even make a case for the doctrine of election right here, which I’m 

okay with. I don’t know. It could be figuratively saying that from now until this boy dies that the Spirit of God is going to 
rest on him. But I think there’s a strong case here that this child, from the womb of his mother, has been called of God—
appointed, elected, chosen, and the sovereignty of God is at work in the womb of this woman. 

If you are a believer, and God saved you, are there not times when you look back and say, “Oh, yeah, I didn’t do 
this. He came and got me, man. I know where I was headed. I know where I was bound. I know what I was bent on. It’s a 
powerful moment.” The angel says, “From the womb.” All the beer drinkers in the room are freaking out about the 
strong drink thing but here is what he’s saying. This man has got to be filled with the Spirit continually and nothing can 
cause deviation from that. It’s a powerful picture of the separation of this man from a normal life. 

 
“And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him 

in the spirit and power of Elijah.” 
 
Whoa! Time out. What’s Elijah doing here? Elijah’s been dead for like—well, not dead. Y’all know the story? 

Swoosh…there he went! Go back to Malachi 4. Elijah left the scene a long time ago. But, Elijah was a great prophet. If 
you remember, Elijah led Israel in a dark period of their history. He led the Israelites during a dark period of time when 
they were under the evil, wicked rule of a king named Ahab and his wife, Jezebel. That couple was crazy. I could 
compare them to other powerful, political couples, but I would never do that. They were crazy and mean, man. They 
were doing bad stuff in a time when they were putting pastors and preachers to death. This is God’s chosen people. The 



men who were faithfully worshipping God, this king, Ahab, was having them put to death. So, this guy, Elijah, stepped up 
and preached against Ahab and Jezebel and it was a crazy story. So, the angel is saying to Zechariah that his son was not 
only going to be born, and not only going to be great, and not only going to be used of God, but remember that guy, 
Elijah? He’s going to be like that. He’s going to bring this nation out of darkness. He’s going to bring the world out of 
darkness. He’s going to be used of God in a powerful way. And Malachi had prophesied this four centuries earlier. At the 
end of the book of Malachi, in verse 5, 

 
“I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 And he 

will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and 
strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 
 
So, He is saying, “Your son is going to fulfill what Malachi wrote about,” which means that he is going to prepare 

the hearts of the people to receive the Messiah. That’s a pretty powerful prophesy. Luke 1:17, 
 

“To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
 
Practically, looking at where we are as a society, and a culture, and a nation. In this church we call dads to 

responsibility as heads, and leaders, and rulers in their homes to serve their families, to govern, to love, and be sacrificial 
in that; to love, and lead, and lead well, and to do so in humility. What you see when a nation turns their hearts from 
God and goes into a downward spiral, is you will always see degradation in the home. The family will unravel first. There 
will be an unraveling of the family and that’s where we are as a society. If we are going to draw a practical application to 
where Israel was—this is awesome—one of the great moves of a Gospel work is that men come back to what God has 
called us to be. Love your wife, serve your wife, love your kids, invest in your kids, lead your home, speak truth into the 
lives of those who God has entrusted you with, and turn the hearts of parents and children to one another. Another sign 
of a rebellious culture is when the younger generation rebels against authority and leadership. We could say that that 
happens in every generation, but in the degradation of a society that ramps up and amplifies. We see it talked about in 
Romans 1. So, he is saying that this message, this redemption, and the work that your son is going to do is going to bring 
about revival in the hearts of homes and in the hearts of your nation. 

 
“To turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
 
So, God is going to prepare a people for the Lord. 
 
Now, Zechariah is a good, godly man, and a faithful follower of the Lord, Yahweh. So, he says what any faithful 

follower would say, right? 
 

“And Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is 
advanced in years.’” 
 
When we read this, clearly he emphasizes the word “I.” Zechariah says, “How am I supposed to know this?” At 

this moment this is about Zechariah. It’s a really sad moment when you read it and you think that this guy has given his 
whole life—we’ve already read that he is faithful, and righteous, and blameless. He’s been a solid leader and has led his 
people well but you realize that pastors, preachers, leaders, men and women in ministry are not perfect. They make 
mistakes and this guy gets overwhelmed with doubt. He basically says to this angel, who he has just been afraid of, and 
he turns back around and says, “Say what? Okay, let me explain something to you. I’m old. I know you are eternal and 
the age thing may be tricky for you.” Zechariah is basically giving counsel to the angel. 

This is what we do. When we don’t like God’s direction, or provision, or call on our lives, we start to navigate, 
negotiate, and explain. “Let me educate you, God. You don’t understand me like I understand me. Let me tell you what I 
should do. Let me tell you what I want to do.” We tend to do that. What we see here is actually a really, really sinful act 
and attitude in the heart of Zechariah. Scripture tells us that doubt is a sinful attitude. Doubt is not the same as unbelief. 
As a believer, you are going to wrestle with doubt. It’s not the same as unbelief. The opposite of faith and belief is 



unbelief. Not doubt. Doubt is not the opposite of faith and belief. Unbelief is the opposite of faith. So, doubt is an attack 
on faith, and when something attacks it has to be attacked back in a more aggressive manner than what is attacking. So, 
when doubt attacks there needs to be a more aggressive attack that goes against it. James tells us in James 1, when we 
studied through James earlier this year, that when we doubt there is instability that is created. We are not going to be 
able to expect to receive from the Lord what He has for us. It removes certain blessings from the Lord when we doubt 
and question God. Because “faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things unseen,”9 the Scripture 
teaches us. If we live and believe by faith, and we walk by faith and not by sight, doubt is an attack on that faith and the 
believer has to attack that doubt back with a more powerful force. 

So, what happens is that Zechariah’s doubt is met with a powerful force. A more powerful work comes against 
that doubt. 

 
“The angel answered him, I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to 

you and to bring you this good news.” 
 
This is an intense moment. The angel says, “Okay, let me explain something to you. I’m here now, but a while 

ago, when you were over there burning incense, do you know who was there? Yahweh. And I was standing right there 
with Him. Remember how I showed up and it freaked you out? That’s because I’m sinless and I’ve been in the presence 
of Yahweh. So, before you teach me anything, what I’m going to do is I’m going to help you understand the way God 
works.” One of the things that God uses to show us how he works is that He will take us through a hardship to teach us 
something really good and to help us grow in our faith. It’s all part of the big picture of this couple not having a kid to 
begin with. So, the angel says, 

 
“Behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, 

because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 
 
So, he says, “Here’s what’s going to happen; you are going to lose the ability to speak.” This is not punishment—

this is a sign. It’s not punishment, it’s a sign. What Zechariah is doing is he is demanding a sign. So, his doubt is being 
attacked with a power greater than that doubt. The angel says, “You want a sign? Okay.” Then look what he does. He 
says, “There is good news. I was sent to speak to you and bring you this good news.” Listen, this is the word that gets 
turned into the word “Gospel” from this point forward. He is saying, “I was sent to bring you the Gospel. You could be 
the first person to ever declare the Gospel. It’s here. It’s no longer a down-the-corridors-of-time prophetic proclamation. 
It’s, “You could walk through these doors and declare it but you don’t get to. You get to know it. You get to carry it in 
your heart but you don’t get to declare it,” because of his doubt. Doubt will rob us of the full force of the blessings of 
God. It will do it. Some of you really struggle with this. Some of you really wrestle with doubt and it’s the biggest thing 
that plagues you. Doubt over money, doubt over your future, doubt over whether you are going to get married or not, 
doubt over whether you are going to have a kid or not, doubt over whether your kid will grow up and not die. We 
wrestle with things that plague us. Am I going to have enough money when I’m so old I can’t work? We doubt, and 
struggle, and wrestle with things, and a lot of times that doubt bleeds over into how we view God. In fact, that becomes 
the main thing. Because, if we really see God for who He is then we are going to trust Him with the hardest parts of our 
lives. So, Zechariah’s doubt is met with this powerful, emphatic sign. 

 
“And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 

22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in 
the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute. 23 And when his time of service was 
ended, he went to his home.” 
 
He got done and went home. He was making signs to them and they couldn’t understand what he was saying. 
 

“After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, 
saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach 
among people.” 

                                                             
9 Hebrews 11:1 



 
So, she hides herself for five months. She is hidden and tucked away and we are going to see in the next couple 

of weeks what is going on in that time period. Mary is met by the angel of the Lord and then she and Elizabeth spend 
time together. So, if you jump over to verse 57, 

 
“Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 59 And on the 
eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his father.” 
 
That was traditional that the firstborn son would be named after the father. That was an across-the-board 

Jewish practice. So, on the eighth day, when they were going to circumcise this kid, they were going to call him 
Zechariah, but she said that he was going to be called John. Now, here is what has happened in the in-between time. 
Zechariah has had a lot of time to think about this. I read this quote from a guy who said, 

 
“The objection Zechariah raised is the objection people always raise. He did not believe in the 

supernatural power of God.” 
 
See, what Zechariah had done was that he had doubted the supernatural ability of God to do the impossible. 

What God does is that He does the impossible. Creation—that was impossible. Salvation is the ultimate impossibility. 
Man cannot reach God so God reaches man. That’s what God does. So, Zechariah has now had nine or ten months to 
think about this, to dwell on this, and to meditate on this. This is where we see this beautiful picture of God’s grace. 
When you go through a season of doubt, or disobedience, or defiance, oftentimes God will finally set you free and you 
will be like, “Okay, I promise, this time I’m going to get this right.” This is so awesome because by this point they have 
stopped paying attention to the deaf guy in the corner. 

 
“But his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your 

relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his father.” 
 
Now, I don’t know if when he lost his speech he also lost his hearing, but it could be like we do when we are 

talking to someone in a different language and we make up our own sign language and talk louder. You know what I’m 
talking about? It could be something like that and Zechariah could be sitting there going, “I can hear you fine.” I don’t 
know if it is like that or if he has lost his hearing but they are emphatically trying to sign to this guy, “She’s saying she’s 
going to name this kid John. What’s going on here?” Zechariah says, “No! He shall be called John!” As fast as he can get 
it out of his mouth he is obedient to what God had told him. That’s the way discipline works. The way that God does 
discipline, if we respond to it properly and come out the other side of that—everybody here has been through a season 
like this. You are so ready to serve the Lord, be faithful to the Lord, to be obedient to the Lord, and you are like, “Okay, 
Lord, whatever you say. Yes!” Zechariah was, “No, no, no! His name is John! – Woohoo! I can talk!! Yes! His name is 
John!” It’s not like, “Man, me and his mother have been thinking about it and…” This wasn’t one of those things where 
some couples, when they are going to have a kid come up with a name but don’t tell anybody the name, or they find out 
the gender but they don’t tell anybody the gender. It’s not like when couples want to surprise everybody. It’s this 
moment when Zechariah speaks and God’s truth comes out and it unlocks his tongue and he is able to then speak. This is 
so powerful what happens next. 

He asks for a writing tablet. 
 

“And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And 
immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God.” 
 
What does he do? God’s sons and daughters, when they are disciplined they bless God for it. They don’t rebel 

against Him. When God brings a hand of discipline into our lives, if we are going to be faithful, obedient followers, and 
we are going to grow through it, and God is going to be glorified, and we are going to be better because of it, we receive 
it and we worship God because of it. We bless God because of it. 

 



“65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the 
hill country of Judea.” 
 
Fear came on all of their neighbors. There is a story in Mark 5 where this guy is controlled by demons. He lived in 

a graveyard and he had this supernatural strength. He ran around naked all the time. He was beating people up and he 
was cutting himself. He was psychotic and lived in a cemetery. The whole town was scared of him and they left him out 
there and didn’t go near him. Well, Jesus went to the cemetery on purpose and went to this guy and sat him down and 
spoke to him, and the man totally received the Gospel. Then, the people from the town came out to see him and he was 
sitting down, clothed and in his right mind, and rather than applauding the miracle and saying, “This is our man right 
here. Whatever you have to say next, we’re listening,” the text says that they are really afraid. They see him sitting there 
clothed and in his right mind and they say to Jesus, “You’ve got to get out of town. I don’t know what you’re all about 
but it’s crazy that you just controlled this man.” What happens when people see the move of God in all of its power, 
those of us who are in Christ see it, we rejoice, we worship, and we fall in line, but for those who reject God it tends to 
be something that’s very offensive and they want to push away from it. It freaks people out a lot of times. But, is it not 
true that if you think through what is happening here, people are going, “Okay, I’ve worshipped God my whole life, but 
now I’m seeing something like I’ve never seen.” Fear will a lot of times come on the heels of a great move of God. This is 
biblical because the Scripture teaches us that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowing God. The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of understanding God. David writes about it. Solomon writes about it. To fear the Lord is to know the 
Lord more fully on His terms. So, they fear the Lord. They are freaked out and don’t know what to do. 

 
“And all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For 

the hand of Yahweh was with him.” 
 
Some people recognize that there is something special going on here, so people are starting to pay attention. 

You wonder, where did this revival start thirty years later when John is preaching and proclaiming the Gospel, and Jesus 
is coming, and people are coming to be saved? We are going to read about it in about six weeks. We are going to read 
that story in Luke 3 where John is preaching and coming to him. Where did that start? It started right here, where the 
faithfulness of his parents at his birth established the work of the Lord. 

Mama, daddy, the faithfulness of parents in the lives of their children matters at the youngest age. It’s not cute 
when they pitch tantrums. It’s not cute when they are ugly and disrespectful. Dad, if your son speaks ugly to your wife, 
that needs to be dealt with. Sassiness is not cute. Defiance is not cute. From an early age this man is shaped. His parents 
invest in him. Now, listen to Zechariah’s prophecy and blessing over his son. Verse 67, 

 
“And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying…” 

 
This is the word of the Lord because he is filled with the Holy Spirit. So, we will close with this blessing from 

father to God the Father, and to his son, and over his son. 
 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies 
    and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74     that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
 



Now, Zechariah shifts. So, the first half of this he is blessing God. This is a song. Zechariah is breaking out in song 
here. You see a lot of times in Scripture that people will break out in song. We’ve said that Luke is very poetic and 
musical and this is the second song that we see in the book. So, Zechariah is singing, and worshipping, and blessing God 
the Father, and then he turns in verse 76, 

 
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;” 
 

We are seeing this dad who is righteous and blameless, but who is human and fails and messes up, and has to 
pay for it, saying, “I’m not going to do that again. I’m going to be faithful to the Lord and faithful to my kid.” So, he is 
worshipping God and he is speaking truth and life into his son and over his son. 

 
 

“76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;” 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 
So, he blesses God the Father and he blesses his son, and in this we have what I want to close with—this 

powerful picture of the Gospel message and hope. So, the Gospel has come, the angel has spoken, and in speaking he 
says, “Your prayer is answered.” The prayer of the salvation of the nation and the prayer of having a son are both going 
to collide together. You have God saying, “I will save your nation. I’m going to give you a son and the son is going to lead 
the way for the salvation of the nation.” This is the best day of Zechariah’s life and it keeps lasting, and lasting, and 
lasting. God has poured out blessing on Zechariah. 

So, we see his faithfulness, then we see his doubt, then we see God deal with him, and we see him respond in 
obedience, and submission, and contrition to the Lord. What we see then in his proclamation is the Gospel message and 
hope for his people. In verse 68, he says that God has visited and redeemed His people. 1 Corinthians 6:20 says we are 
not our own, we are bought with a price. So, he recognizes that God is going to redeem and purchase His people from 
sin. 

In verse 69, God raised up a horn of salvation. It’s an Old Testament terminology that had to do with God saving 
a people for himself. Remember, the horns of the altar would be smeared with blood. A criminal could lay his hands on 
the horns of the altar. This is a picture of salvation. On the corners of the altar were these horns and what he is saying is 
that just like the blood is sprinkled on those horns, I’m going to raise up the ultimate horn of salvation. He is pointing to 
the coming of the Messiah. Always, in Scripture, when this is applied to Jesus it has to do with salvation.  

In verse 71, we will be saved from our enemies. In verses 72-73 we see the fulfillment of ancient prophecies. So, 
Zechariah is saying that all the Old Testament prophecies are going to be fulfilled through his son and the Messiah that 
he will prepare the way for. In verse 77 we see the forgiveness of sins. In verse 79, there is light to guide us and give us 
peace, because Israel had been in darkness a long time. The world had been in darkness for a long time. And this country 
preacher, and his wife, and their faithfulness get to take a huge part in the story of the Gospel. God is going to save 
people from their sins. This man doubted that God could even give him a son but by the end of the story he’s 
proclaiming that God will do a much greater miracle than that, because there is no greater miracle than the miracle of 
people coming from spiritual death to life. 

The receiving of the Gospel, the blood of Jesus covering a person’s sins and bringing the dead to life spiritually, 
and creating in us the work of the Holy Spirit, is the greatest miracle. This man goes from doubting to being a prophet, 
proclaiming the miracle of God in salvation. Because that’s what God does—He empowers us to speak truth, He 
empowers us to worship Him well, He empowers us to be faithful. God can do anything in anybody’s life at any moment. 
God does the impossible. That’s what He does. He takes Mary Magdalene in the story in Luke that we talked about last 
week in the introduction—seven demons lived in her—and He sets her free and she serves Him faithfully. He takes blind 
people and He gives them sight. He takes people who can’t hear and can’t talk and He gives them speech and hearing. 
He takes people who have already passed from physical life to death and he brings them back to life, to point to a 



greater resurrection, namely, the resurrection that spiritually takes place in the life of a believer. God says, “I’m going to 
give you my Spirit, put my Spirit in you, and I’m going to lead you through this life as a child of God. You are not going to 
be alone. I’m going to send you my Helper. I’m not going to hang you out to dry. You are never going to be alone 
because God is with you. The Lord your God is with you wherever you go. He will never leave you and He will never 
forsake you. Just as He prepared the way for the Messiah to come into the world, so He prepared the way in our hearts 
to receive the Gospel, by the working of the Holy Spirit, to open our hearts and minds so that we could receive the 
impossible. 

If you are here tonight and you don’t know Jesus, we invite you to come to Christ. Receive Him, believe, and call 
on the name of the Lord to be saved. Follow Jesus. That’s why this story happened—so that hope could come into the 
world. So that light could come into the world. So that life could come into the world. So that false prophecies could be 
exposed. So that false teachers could be exposed. So that false gospels could be nullified. So that there would be one 
way, one truth, and one life, and that would be in the man Christ Jesus. This man’s son, John, would prepare the way for 
that Messiah. What an incredible honor. 

You know what’s an incredible honor? We are on the other side of that and we get to proclaim the empty tomb 
and the resurrected Lord. This man prepared the way for the Messiah to do His work. The Messiah prepared the way for 
us to do our work. So we fall in line and we take part in the greatest work that’s ever happened, the work of the Gospel 
of Jesus, to see people come to faith and salvation. 

Let’s pray. 
God,	I	pray	that	as	we	go	into	this	Christmas	season,	as	we	prepare	our	own	hearts	to	receive	what	you	

have	for	us	and	to	worship	you	in	spirit	and	in	truth,	and	to	love	you	with	all	our	heart,	soul,	mind,	and	strength,	
that	we	will	love,	and	worship,	and	serve,	and	be	faithful.	I	pray	that	we	would	learn	from	the	lives	of	Zechariah	and	
Elizabeth.	I	pray	that	we	would	learn	from	the	faithfulness	of	Gabriel,	the	messenger	of	the	Lord.	I	pray	that	we	
would	learn	from	the	selfishness	and	the	futility	of	Herod	and	his	life.	I	pray	that	we	would	worship	you	faithfully	
in	spirit	and	in	truth	because	of	the	reality	that	you’ve	come	to	save	us.	So,	now,	we	finish	our	time	together	by	
offering	you	songs	of	praise.	We	sing	to	you	in	worship,	and	admiration,	and	adoration,	because	you	are	worthy.	
God,	if	there	are	people	here	who	don’t	know	you,	or	there	is	a	person	who	doesn’t	have	a	relationship	with	you,	
tonight,	I	pray	that	you	would	draw	on	their	heart	and	bring	conviction,	and	awareness	to	their	conscience,	and	
conviction	to	their	soul.	Just	as	John	prepared	the	way	for	the	Messiah,	I	pray	that	the	Holy	Spirit	would	prepare	
their	heart	to	receive	the	good	news	of	the	Gospel.	Open	their	hearts	and	minds	and	I	pray	that	they	would	call	on	
you	and	be	saved.	We	offer	you	this	time	of	response	and	worship	through	song	because	you	are	worthy.	In	Jesus’	
name.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
We have a lot to be thankful for. I’m thankful for our church and I’m thankful for y’all. I’m thankful for the 

Gospel that has saved us, that has redeemed us, that has rescued us from sin, and death, and destruction. We have so 
much to be thankful for and so much to praise God for. For you, this holiday season of Thanksgiving, I pray that you go 
into it thankful that your family is healthy. For some of you, this Thursday, you will be together as a family, healthy. You 
will enjoy fellowship, football, overeating, overindulging, and you will enjoy it all. There is reason to stop, and to pause, 
and to give thanks for the good gifts of God. For some of us, you will thank God in the midst of sorrow or a trial. For you, 
maybe this past year you experienced a death in your family and Thanksgiving will never be like it used to be. It will be 
hard. For you, your family might be broken, and fragmented into so many different pieces, and the holidays can be a 
really difficult time. But here is what we come back to—we give thanks. We praise God, because our thanksgiving to Him 
is not based on our circumstances. It’s based on what we just sang, what we just heard, what John was born to 
proclaim—that Jesus the Messiah has come into the world to bring salvation for all men and to bring redemption to 
everything. For us, as believers, no matter what we are going through, no matter what trial, no matter what sorrow, 
there is eternal purpose in all of it. There is eternal purpose because God promised us that He is using it for our good 
and His glory. So, we can give thanks. This season, this week, you can give thanks. I urge you and plead with you, as one 
of your pastors, make this week about thanking God and praising God. Lead your families in it. Dads, fathers, especially, 
lead your families in this being about Jesus. Pause and eat well. Remember family members and remember the things 
that God has given you and look forward to the hope that we have, forever, with Jesus. It’s good. I love you, church. 

Also, I’ll say this, if you don’t have anyone to spend Thanksgiving with. If you are going to be here and right now 
it looks like you will be alone, please contact us. We have a lot of families that will be in town and we’d love to have you 
over. I personally won’t be in town, but I will speak for a whole bunch of families that will be here. They would love to 
have you over. So, please, contact us, okay? 



I’m going to read from Numbers 6. The Word of the Lord says, 
 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

 
I love you, church.



November 27, 2016 
Luke 1:26-38 
Rob Conti 
 

Turn to the book of Luke. I hope you all had an awesome Thanksgiving. We had a wonderful time as a family. I’m 
blessed that my younger brother and his wife are believers and a couple of his kids have come to know the Lord. We just 
had an awesome time. To me, Wednesday night was my favorite time this last week. We were all together and I thought 
it would be awesome if we read some Scripture on being thankful, something focused on the Lord. So, I read from Psalm 
9, and we were thinking about who He is and what He’s done. It was just awesome. The Lord opened up this sweet 
moment with our family and it was really the kids who led it off. I just asked the question, “What are you guys thankful 
for?,” and some of the kids started talking about their salvation. We realized that between my kids and my brother’s 
that two of them had become Christians this past year and my daughter was baptized. It started this conversation where 
they were sharing their testimonies and it spread throughout the house. All the adults and everyone shared and it was 
this awesome moment of giving thanks to the Lord for family, for home, and for all these awesome gifts. Sure, we need 
to be thankful for everything, but to step back and be so thankful for the advent of the Gospel and the Gospel taking 
root in our home and in our families. 

It was great and I got to study a lot. I’m excited about meeting with y’all tonight and being in this amazing 
passage of Scripture that is so rich and meaningful and yet so simple. Spencer already read our text for tonight and it 
preaches itself. He read the text and now we could just sing Christmas carols the rest of the night, which would be fine 
by me, but I know you guys have been looking forward to me preaching so that’s what we will do. Before we jump in, we 
have a pretty simple outline. The outline is going to flow like this; we’ve got Gabriel’s announcement, then we have 
Mary’s question, and Gabriel’s answer to that question, and then Mary’s response. It’s a pretty simple outline and we 
will just follow through it. 

But, before we do that, I want to read to you from this commentary by Phillip Ryken10 and I want to connect 
tonight’s passage to last week’s passage. Because, the way that Luke wrote the angel’s interaction with Zechariah about 
the coming of John the Baptist was so that we could see the parallel to how the angel talks to Mary. I want to read this. I 
had written it all out and had this chart but I figure that Ryken said it a lot better than I did, so I’m going to read to you 
right from the commentary. It says this; again, to connect our passage back to last week, 

 
“John came first. He was the forerunner, the messenger sent ahead to announce the coming of the King. Then 
Jesus came, His Majesty, the King, to see, and to save the lost. In the opening chapters of Luke, their stories are 
laid out side by side for comparison and contrast. John and Jesus, two cousins, two pregnancies, two hymns of 
praise, and two deliveries at the beginning of two great lives. The similarities between the two stories are striking. 
Both John and Jesus were born to godly women who apart from divine intervention were unable to bear children. 
The births of both cousins were announced by the same awesome angel who told people not to be afraid, 
proclaimed the birth of a son, gave each child his name, and explained his mission in life. The people who heard 
these announcements, Zechariah the priest and Mary the virgin, questioned the angel and were given a confirming 
sign. Yet, for all their similarities, what Luke mainly wants us to see are the differences. Like a white paint chip next 
to an off-white paint chip, the comparison is made to show the contrast. So, who is greater, John or Jesus? John’s 
mother was barren. The mother of Jesus had never been with a man. John would be a prophet crying in the 
wilderness. Jesus would reign on David’s everlasting throne. John would be great before the Lord. Jesus would be 
great without qualification, the Son of the Most High God. John would be filled with the Holy Spirit but Jesus would 
be conceived by the Holy Spirit. John would prepare for God’s coming but when Jesus came God was there in the 
flesh. Who was greater, John or Jesus? Luke argues from the lesser to the greater to give more glory to Jesus. Jesus 
was like John but superior in every respect, infinitely superior.” 
 
So, let’s dive in and look at the announcement by the angel Gabriel, starting in verse 26, 
 

“In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth.” 
 
Right off, I want us to see, and we know this—we know that God gives grace to the humble. We know that God 

has come to seek and to save the lost and He looks for the lost in the lowliest of places. That’s our God. Right? God did 
not send Gabriel to a palace, to a princess. He didn’t even go to Jerusalem. Gabriel goes to Nazareth of Galilee. Our text 
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calls it a city because in the Greek there’s not a word for a town. Calling Nazareth a city was a stretch. This is the lowliest 
of lowly places. There were roads all over Israel, going from one important place to another, and none of them went 
through Nazareth. None of them. Even the Jews looked down on Nazareth. They were people who were oppressed by a 
horrible government. The Roman Empire was oppressing Israel at this time and even among the Jews they looked down 
on Galilee. They really looked down on Nazareth. It was overrun with Gentiles and the Jewish race was intermarrying. 
They looked down on Nazareth. Remember Nathanael? When Philip went to get Nathanael to say, “We found the 
Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth,” what did Nathanael say? “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Remember that Jesus 
heard him, which is crazy, because Jesus could have been like, “Yeah, man, my mom came from Nazareth.” They looked 
down on Nazareth but this is where God goes. 

Three times Scripture is going to emphasize for us that Mary was a virgin. Luke tells us twice and then Mary tells 
us herself. She’s a virgin. She was betrothed to a man named Joseph of the house of David. At that time, in their culture, 
it is speculative but it is most likely, based on Roman and Jewish history, for her to be betrothed but not yet married she 
could have been anywhere from the age of twelve to fifteen. It was somewhere in there. She was a young girl. In our 
culture we would call her a teenage girl. She’d be a member of R.O.Y11. That’s where she would go on Wednesday 
nights. She was a youth, but God goes to this girl. That’s crazy. She was a young girl with nothing to offer. She wouldn’t 
have been educated. What she knew of Scripture she would have either learned in the home or in the synagogue. I think 
we see in Mary that she was learning. Whatever oral tradition she was getting she was absorbing it, as almost everything 
she says in the Scripture is laced with Old Testament truth. 

At this point, Elizabeth was six months into her pregnancy. She has been hiding herself up until just about now, 
at the time when the angel is going to Mary. She is in Nazareth and she is betrothed. You guys know that this is different 
from our engagements. For them, betrothal was a legal deal. When they were betrothed to somebody it would start by 
the parents putting that deal together. They would arrange that marriage, which I think is what we are going to do, at 
least for the girls. Walker will take care of himself. We will unite the clans. So, it would have been arranged by the 
parents and then they signed a contract in public. They would have most likely then entered into this year long 
agreement where to break the betrothal would have either had to have been by divorce or death. Although they 
wouldn’t live together and they wouldn’t consummate the relationship physically, they were considered husband and 
wife. So, any unfaithfulness outside of that relationship would be seen as adultery. Mary was betrothed to this man 
named Joseph, who Matthew tells us was a just man. We don’t know how old he is. In the Nativity he looks like he’s in 
his early to mid-twenties, which is a fine movie but I don’t know how authoritative it is. According to custom in the 
culture, he could have been anywhere from around fifteen to early twenties. We don’t know, but he was a just man. He 
was following Yahweh and the revelation that he had. 

 
“Whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.” 

 
If all things had been as the Jews would have liked and there was no Roman government, Joseph would have 

had a claim to the throne. He was in line to the throne of David. 
 

“And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was 
greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.” 
 
So the angel, Gabriel, comes in, the same angel who talked to Zechariah. He comes in with a common greeting 

and just says, “Hello.” It seems like she was inside the house because the verse says he came in. He goes into where 
Mary is and Gabriel begins to speak to her. He says, 

 
“Greetings, O favored one, Yahweh is with you!” 

 
This is huge. That word “favored one” carries the idea of being a recipient of the unmerited favor of God, the 

unmerited grace of God. What the angel is saying to Mary, right from the beginning, is “God loves you. God’s grace is 
being poured out on you. So much so that Yahweh is with you.” This is awesome because we see this phrase a lot 
throughout the Old Testament. You see, “The Lord is with you,” a lot. Typically, you see it when God is commissioning 
one of His servants for a special task. You think about God’s conversations with Joshua, or Moses, or Noah, or a prophet. 
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God is making this promise in this high calling on their life, or this difficult task that is being given to them, that “I am 
with you. Yahweh is with you. The Lord is with you.” Then the angel, right away, says to this young girl who is a nobody 
in a nothing town, “God’s grace is going to be poured out on you. God is with you.” Then, Mary, rightly is taken aback by 
the greeting. 

 
“But she was greatly troubled at the saying.” 

 
Let’s pause for personal application. Do y’all see what is happening here? There had been four hundred years of 

silence, right? And before that only whispers, hints, and winks. There were prophecies, right? I’ll probably be guilty of 
this tonight, where I’ll talk about a prophecy being fulfilled. Isaiah prophesied that a virgin would give birth and it was 
fulfilled. David was told that one of his heirs would sit on the throne forever and rule eternally. In Jesus that’s fulfilled. 
But, sometimes, if we are not careful, we will think that it’s laid out in the Old Testament crystal clear, so how did they 
miss it? Well, until you go read it and you see that it’s not crystal clear. These prophecies, these foretellings, these 
promises about who the Messiah would be, who the serpent-crusher would be, what the ultimate Messiah would be 
like, were only winks or hints. Those were followed by four hundred years of silence. Now, all of a sudden, this angel, 
this Gabriel, who stands in the presence of Yahweh, is standing before this young girl and he is about to preach to her 
the most detailed Gospel anyone has ever heard. I never thought about that before. Mary gets the Gospel like it’s never 
been preached before, right? She gets the most Gospel truth that anyone had ever had. That’s God’s grace. That’s God’s 
favor. Yahweh is meeting with this girl and it is going to totally change everything about her life. 

Let’s all pause here and say this; if you have had the Gospel, the good news of the life, and death, and 
resurrection of Jesus, preached to you, and you have submitted to it, and you have repented, and put your faith and 
your trust in the Jesus of the Bible, then God’s grace, His unmerited favor, God himself, is with you. It changes 
everything. He’s with us. 

So, I think about this girl who is being called to something--- Moses’ call was scary, right? “Go tell Pharaoh, the 
most powerful person ever, to let my people go. It’s scary but I’ll be with you.” Moses tried to get out of that mess, 
right? He was backing up and saying, “I don’t talk well,” and making every excuse but Yahweh said, “I’ll be with you.” 
God gave Moses these awesome signs, right? What God is about to tell Mary, that she’s going to carry the Messiah, that 
God is going to take on flesh in her womb and it’s going to happen in such a way that it will be obvious that she is with 
child and it is not from her marriage to Joseph—what God is calling her to do is no less great than Moses standing before 
Pharaoh or Noah hammering on an ark. It’s intense, and God’s promise is, “I’ll be with you.” That means a lot. 

The other night, I asked one of my kids to go throw something away in the outside trashcan. I didn’t think 
anything of it. We were kind of cleaning up and I just said, “Hey, go do this,” but it was dark. It’s super dark at night 
where we live. All of a sudden, she was back in saying, “You know, sometimes the garbage can lid sticks,” and I thought, 
“What?” Then, I realized, it’s really dark outside. So, I said, “I’ll go with you,” and that changed everything. It changed 
her throwing-trash-out experience. Why? Because I was there. So, it went from being scary and her feeling like 
something was about to get her from behind, to an it’s-fun-to-be-outside-at-night experience. She was ready to jump on 
the trampoline. It changed her experience. 

I think we need to get that. God calls us to hard things. God calls us into trials. God brings trials, one after 
another, into our lives. Temptation is a reality until we breathe our last. If we would remember that God has poured out 
His grace on us through bringing Jesus into our lives then Yahweh is with us. God is with us. That changes the experience 
completely. 

A commentator named Green says this, 
 
“This is much more than a greeting, for this language is often used in the Old Testament with reference to a person 
chosen by God for a special purpose in salvation history. In such context, this phrase assures human agents of 
divine resources and protection.”12 
 
The angel is already assuring Mary that she has God’s grace, His unmerited favor, and He will be with her. 
 

“But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might 
be.” 
                                                             
12 Joel B. Green, quoted in Shivering Babe, Glorious Lord: The Nativity Stories in Christian Tradition, by Douglas Wirth, WestBow Press, 

2016. 



 
She was perplexed. The word is that she was confused and worried. Because there is such parallel with other 

angelic announcements, I had always assumed, like everyone else, that Mary was afraid of Gabriel. But that’s not what 
Luke says. Luke says she was “greatly troubled,” not at the presence of this awesome angel, but at what this greeting 
was all about. There was something about Mary where right away she’s internalizing and meditating on what has been 
said to her. It’s confusing. “Why is this happening to me? Right now, right here, why is there an angel in my house, 
talking to me, saying that God’s grace and favor is with me?” Maybe she knew those Old Testament stories and knew 
that was a line that was followed by something very difficult. Why is this happening? 

 
“And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 

behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.” 
 
“You shall call His name Jesus.” Mary is meditating and taking this in. It’s awesome. She doesn’t ask a lot of 

questions and she’s not like Moses, trying to get out of it. She’s listening and meditating on it. We have so much to learn 
from this young girl. The angel tells her, “Don’t be afraid. Don’t be fearful. Don’t let these questions turn into anxiety 
that paralyzes you, but remember God’s grace, because here is what’s going to happen. You are going to conceive in 
your womb and bear a son and you will name Him Jesus.” 

What I want to do, as the angel’s announcement is about to unleash, is look at seven amazing truths about who 
Jesus is. They will be broken up by Mary’s question, but we are going to walk through these seven things. 

The first thing is this—His name will be Jesus. “Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son.” This is 
Jesus, a real human being. God is taking the DNA, the makeup of this girl, and He is going to knit together in her womb 
this child, this son. And the angel gives Him a name, “And you shall call His name Jesus.” Jesus. We know this—but 
maybe you don’t. If you don’t, then I’m excited for you. This is just awesome and I don’t get tired of saying it. Do you 
know what the name ‘Jesus’ means? This is the New Testament version of the Old Testament name where we say 
‘Joshua.’ In Hebrew, Joshua is Yeshua. Just so you know that I know a couple of words in Hebrew, one of them is Yeshua. 
El Elyon is another that I learned this week. That’s all my Hebrew for tonight. ‘Yeshua’ is awesome. Here’s what the 
name means. The angel tells Mary, “You shall call His name Jesus,” because that name means ‘Yahweh’, the one true 
and living God. The only God. The God above all gods. Yahweh is salvation. He is salvation. This baby coming into the 
world, the one that was whispered about, and promised, and foretold, and has now come at the right time, at the right 
place, to the right girl. Jesus—Yahweh—is salvation. In fact, in Matthew’s account, when the angel comes to Joseph as 
he is wrestling with this, and as a just man he doesn’t know what he’s going to do; he’s thinking about having her killed 
but he’s a just man, so he considers divorcing her secretly so she will be safe, he goes to sleep and an angel comes to 
him and says, “Don’t worry, because that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. He will be born and you will call 
His name Jesus because He will save His people form their sins.” The angel spells it out in Matthew. That’s who Jesus is 
and that’s why He’s come. He is the Saviour. Right? To these poor, oppressed people who have been longing for 
deliverance. All their hope was tied up in a Messiah coming who would throw off the oppression of Rome and throw off 
the chains of physical torment, and oppression, and mistreatment. They didn’t understand that the Messiah would be a 
deliverer but He would be much more than that. Then, God, through Luke, in his Gospel, is drawing our attention to who 
this Saviour is, this Messiah. At the heart is a deliverer and a Saviour. Not from Rome, not from oppression, not from 
physical want or need, not primarily so we could be financially secure, have good relationships, and live comfortable 
lives, but that we would be delivered from the bondage, and the punishment, and the damnation of our sin. Luke is 
emphasizing that. 

Look over with me in verse 68, when Zechariah is now prophesying after the birth of his boy. He says this in 
verse 68, 

 
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
    in the house of his servant David.” 

 
Look again in Luke 2:10, as the angels proclaim to the shepherds in the field as they are watching their sheep by 

night. Then, the angel said to the shepherds, 
 



“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 
Again, in Luke 2:29. We will get to these verses in the coming weeks and there is plenty of meat on the bone 

here, but when Mary and Joseph take the baby Jesus into the temple, and there is this old prophet, Simeon. God had 
promised him, “You are going to get to see it. You are going to get to see the Messiah, the Deliverer.” Simeon goes into 
where Jesus’ parents had brought Him in to be circumcised and he takes up in his hands Jesus, Yahweh, God in the flesh, 
and he is holding this baby. Listen to what he says, 

 
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 
And, probably one of my favorite verses in the book is when Jesus is talking to Zacchaeus. At the end, the 

Pharisees are giving him junk and Jesus says, 
 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
Why has this baby come? Why here? Why now? Why to this girl? What is this all about? – Yahweh is salvation. 

Our God is a Saviour. Our God is a deliverer. Jesus has come to seek and to save the lost, to save the lowest of lows, to 
save the chief of sinners, to save people like you and me, and to rescue us out of our guilt, and out of our shame, to 
rescue us from the sin that we’ve committed, to heal us of the sins that have been committed against us, to give us a 
new nature and a new hope, and to pour out His grace. 

Number two. The angel says, “He will be great.” Remember, of John the Baptist he said that he will be “great 
before the Lord.” With Jesus, he just says, “Great.” Jesus will just be great. I’ll be honest, I kind of spun out on this for a 
while. It just says that Jesus will be great. I think, “great.” That’s big. And I also kept thinking of all these other words that 
I could use for “great.” Is it that we have ruined the language and “great” doesn’t mean what it used to? You don’t even 
get a great pizza, you get a supreme pizza. We passed “great” a long time ago. We miss what is being said here. 

This was awesome. We were driving to get our Christmas tree from the guy at the end of Junaluska Road. You 
follow the little Christmas tree signs. Do y’all do that? If you don’t, you should. Y’all get a real Christmas tree, right? We 
are real Christians, so we don’t want any fake Christians or fake Christmas trees. Whatever, it’s a personal preference 
but I have the mic. So, when you go get your real Christmas tree, go down to the end of Junaluska, hang a left, and start 
following the little signs with the Christmas trees on them. They will lead you right to this guy’s Christmas tree farm. He 
is awesome and he gives your kids candy canes. Last year he gave me a candy cane but this year I didn’t get one. But, we 
were driving and I was thinking about what I was going to say about this “great” here. I’ve read the commentaries and 
they all just say that Jesus is great without qualification. I’m like, “Thank you.” Sometimes we mess up by trying to dig 
below the surface, so I quoted the verse and I asked my kids, “What do you think is great about Jesus?” It was beautiful, 
because they just started saying great things. They said things like, “He came to save us.” That’s right. “He died on the 
cross.” That’s right. “He rose again.” That’s right. “He healed the blind man.” That’s right. He did. He’s great! “He took 
that lame man who couldn’t walk and He raised him up. He healed his body.” That’s right. He’s great! “He healed that 
person of leprosy. He raised that little girl up from the dead.” Who does that? Jesus, because He’s great. He fed the 
multitudes with the little lunch because He’s great. It means that He is glorious because He alone is God. Even though He 
veiled that in human flesh it poured through and people couldn’t help but to say, “He’s great. He’s different.” When He 
teaches there is another authority. When He does miracles and signs God must be with Him because no one does what 
this man does. Because Jesus is great. There is no one else like Him. 

This is where His greatness is really seen. Jesus himself said, “He who is least among you all is the one who is 
great.” Jesus showed the depth of His glory, the majesty of His greatness, by becoming on the cross sin for us all. He 
humbled himself to serving us by taking on our sin, and He’s great. 

Number three. Jesus is the Son of the Most High. This is El Elyon, by the way. This is an amazing title. We first see 
this title used of God in Genesis, with Melchizedek. Remember that guy? Abraham had gone out and fought this battle 



to get his people back and there is Melchizedek, whose name means King of Righteousness. He came out to meet 
Abraham and he is king of Salem, which means King of Peace. Salem is what would become Jerusalem. So, he comes out 
and he knows Yahweh. He is talking about the Most High God and Abraham pays a tithe to him. He refers to himself as 
the priest of the Most High God13. Then, you see this name, this title used of God, in a world wrought with pagan, false, 
demonic gods, and false ideas of what God would be and who He is. There is one who is Yahweh—He is the Most High 
God. You see it throughout the Psalms. David loves this name. He refers to God as the Most High. This is showing that all 
these false ideas, all these false religions, all these demonic deities, they are all fake. They are not real. There is one God, 
the Most High. There is no one else like Him. 

The angel tells this to Mary and says, “He’s the Son of the Most High.” He’s the Son of the Most High. He’s the 
same in His essence and His nature. He’s the same makeup, right? We kind of lose this and this is difficult for me to get 
my head around but there is a sense in which my son, Walker, is the same as me. That’s why he looks like me, only 
smaller and with hair. We are the same essence, the same makeup, the same DNA. This is huge! When the angel says 
here and again later, “The Son of the Most High” and later “Son of God,” we know that it’s like what the writer of 
Hebrews would say, 

 
“He is the radiance of the glory of God, the exact imprint of His nature.”14 

 
He is the same essence. Mary is hearing this message and is being told that this Saviour, this Deliverer, is 

coming, and He will be great. There will be no one else like Him in power, in wisdom, and in majesty. There will be no 
one else like this kid, who will be the Son of the Most High. He’s the same. He’s of the same essence and nature of the 
one, true, living God. 

Psalm 97:9, 
 

“For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth; 
    you are exalted far above all gods.” 

 
The angel then says, number four, that Jesus will be given the throne of His father, David. This ties back earlier 

to when Luke tells us that Joseph, the one that Mary is betrothed to, is of the house of David. That’s huge, because in 
Scripture, in the Bible, this is big. Jesus’ claim to the throne is through Joseph, his earthly, adopted father. This isn’t 
sleight of hand. There is debate where some people think that Luke’s genealogy is actually Mary’s. Some think that both 
genealogies are Joseph’s and they are just traced differently. We will see if we can come to agreement where other 
people can’t. We will see. I don’t know. But I know this, that Scripture emphasizes Joseph. Jesus is of the line of David 
because of Joseph and I think that speaks volumes to what God thinks about adoption. That’s legal. That’s meaningful. I 
don’t know, maybe Mary was also from the line of David, so that Jesus has it legitimately and legally through His 
adoptive father and through blood by Mary. I don’t know but He has it through Joseph and it seems like that’s enough 
for God. It would mess up that one song15 that Andrew Petersen wrote because if Mary was also of the line of David 
then they would have traveled to Bethlehem with her family and she would have had her mother’s hand to hold. As it is, 
I like the song the way it is better. I digress. What God would see for His Son, His boy, was to be adopted by this man and 
that would be His claim to the throne, is huge. It’s how God view adoption. And it shouldn’t surprise us because that’s 
our hope. Our hope is that God doesn’t see us any differently because we aren’t His natural-born children, right? We’ve 
been adopted and we’ve been grafted in. We’ve been adopted because Jesus has become the firstborn among many 
brothers. So, Jesus is a real man and descends through Joseph, his father, by adoption. He is the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to David. He is King of Kings, He is Messiah, He is the Christ. 

So, here it is from 2 Samuel 7:12-16. I’m going to read to you the promise that God made to David that He is 
fulfilling right here, in our text, in Jesus. 

 
“When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers…” 

 
This is God talking to David through the prophet, Nathan. 
 
                                                             
13 Genesis 14:19 
14 Hebrews 1:3 
15 Peterson, Andrew. Labor of Love from the Behold The Lamb album; http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/pointofgrace/laboroflove.html  



“I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I 
will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with 
the rod of men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I 
took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.” 

 
It’s difficult if you think that this is a prophecy and then you go read it and you wonder if this is about Solomon 

or is it about Jesus. Because there is a kid here who is sinful and needs to be disciplined. What’s going on? What we see 
is a beautiful thing that the Gospels do. When it looks back at the Old Testament it sees how these promises, these 
hints, these whispers, these prophesies oftentimes have two focuses. There is an immediate fulfillment and there is also 
a long-term, Messianic hope tied to it. That’s what we see, right? Ultimately, what we see is that David’s boys, Solomon 
and those who followed after him, could never hold up their end of this covenant that God makes with them. God 
makes this covenant with them and they couldn’t hold it up. They couldn’t carry the weight. Why? Because they are 
sinful. That’s why God, in Ezekiel—we don’t have time to go there but if you have time later on go to Ezekiel 34 and read 
what God says about the kings of Israel and how He, himself, is going to come. But you will need to know this—in Ezekiel 
34, ‘shepherd’ means ‘king.’ In the Old Testament, ‘shepherd’ is almost always a metaphor for kingship. God is saying 
that they can’t hold it up and they can’t fulfil their part of the covenant, so what I am going to do is I am going to come. 
I’ll be their God. I’ll raise up David. David had been dead hundreds of years when God says, “I’m going to raise up this 
branch, this offshoot of David, and I will be their God. I will be their King.” That’s who Jesus is. That’s how Jesus fulfills 
this prophecy better than we could have imagined it. David’s throne will be forever because there is an infinite, eternal, 
all-powerful, completely righteous, good, holy God, who took on humanity so He could sit on the throne of humanity, 
and rule and reign over us forever; to bring in a kingdom that wouldn’t have an end, and to bring in a kingdom of 
righteousness, and peace, and justice, where there is no more oppression. There is no more racism. There is no more 
war, no more hate, no usurpers—there is simply Jesus sitting on His throne, and from His throne flows eternally love, 
and grace, and peace. And around His throne, we know that when our King sits down, when Jesus sits down, whenever 
this happens in the drama of the end of salvation, and however this looks, Jesus is going to sit down eternally, and there 
will be no more opposition, and around His throne there will be people, as Simeon said, and there will be light to all the 
Gentiles, to every nation, every tribe, and every tongue will be there around King Jesus, fully God, and fully man—our 
King, the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 

In Isaiah 9, Isaiah said this, 
 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
    and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 
    there will be no end, 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forevermore. 
The zeal of Yahweh of hosts will do this.” 

 
It’s beautiful. Do you see this? Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, is saying, “You will have a child. You 

will bear a son and you will name Him Jesus, Yahweh is salvation. He will be great. There will be no one else like Him. In 
fact, He will be the Son of the Most High God and He will sit eternally on the throne of His father David.” I picture Mary, 
this young girl, with eyes wide, “I have a question. Time out.” This is intense. This is a thirteen, fourteen, or maybe 
fifteen year old girl. This is heavy. You may get announcements like this all the time but I’m thinking that this is crazy, 
right? I’m thinking that Zechariah just had an announcement made to him, “You guys are old. Your wife is barren and 
you can’t have kids. You prayed for that, that you would have a kid. So, you are going to have a son.” Remember, 



Zechariah is like, “Say what?” That’s a paraphrase. He says, “What? How will I know this?” What is he asking for? He’s 
asking for a sign. We were laughing about this earlier because Zechariah is asking the angel, who stands in the presence 
of Yahweh, for a sign. If I was Gabriel, I’d have been like, “Here’s your sign. Do you need neon, flashing arrows pointing 
at me? I’m an angel talking to you.” But with Mary this is awesome. Mary’s question is not like Zechariah’s question. 
Because he says, “How will I know this? Prove it to me. Give me a sign.” Mary says, “How will this be since I’m a virgin? 
I’m betrothed but not married yet. How can I have a child?” This question is issuing from her faith. She believes it’s going 
to happen so how will it happen? It’s such a beautiful question. Such humility. She asks her question of the angel and it 
gives rise to one of the most important theological, doctrinal, practical things in all of the Bible. Here’s what the angel 
replies with. 

 
“And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered 

her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 
the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing 
will be impossible with God.” 
 
So, in Gabriel’s answer to Mary’s question we see the mystery begin to unfold. We will never fully comprehend 

it. He said that, “This child will be born because the Holy Spirit of the Most High will over shadow you and the Spirit will 
come upon you.” Therefore, because of that—because of the work of the Holy Spirit in the womb of this virgin girl—we 
see two things about Jesus. He’s holy and He’s the Son of God. 

Here’s a quote from Kevin DeYoung, 
 
“The virgin birth is crucially important for several reasons, one of which is that it made possible the uniting of full 
deity and full humanity in one Person. If Jesus had come to Earth without being born it would be hard for us to see 
that He was human at all. But if He had been born of two parents, just as we are, it would be hard to see how He 
could be fully God.”16 
 
In the virgin birth we have this married together. We see Him, from Mary, knit together in the womb of a girl, a 

real, human girl. But, because of the work of the Holy Spirit, He is the Son of God, fully God. What’s crazy is that we are 
talking about God here, right? Are you with me? We are talking about God. We’re talking about the spoke-the-universe-
into-existence God. Out of the power of His word He made a universe that to the best of our knowledge has no end. It 
just goes on forever. God can do anything. So, there is a point where you look and see God, throughout the Old 
Testament, like He is with Sarah. She was barren and she was really, really old, and she gave birth to a boy who would 
become the head of a nation. Yeah, God can do that because nothing is impossible for God. Nothing is too hard for 
Yahweh, even a virgin birth. For God, could He put a real human being in the womb of a virgin? Absolutely. But what is 
just mindblowing is that this wasn’t just a human being. What was knit together in the womb of this girl was the eternal, 
infinite Son of God, God the Son, entering into human flesh in her womb. In such a way that whatever sin Mary had, 
because she comes like the rest of us from a fallen, human, race, is drained out by the Spirit of God. This is awesome. 
The wording is reminiscent of Genesis 1, when God is making everything out of nothing. The Earth is then formed but it 
is void, and Scripture says that the Spirit of God hovered over the waters. There is a picture of when the Temple is built 
and the Spirit of God is hovering in the Tabernacle. God, by Father, Son, and Spirit, working in redemptive history from 
the beginning—we see it right here. The Spirit of God is hovering, overshadowing this girl’s womb. The greatest miracle. 

Number six. He would be called holy. He was born free from the stain, pollution, and infection of sin. He’s 
uniquely set apart as the eternal Son of God. 

The Son of God is number seven, if you are taking notes. This title belongs to Jesus in a unique way. Divine 
sonship is His eternal identity as the second person of the Trinity. God—the eternal Son. There is one God in three 
persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. What Luke gradually reveals in Jesus’ conception, His baptism, His transfiguration, 
and His resurrection, is that Jesus of Nazareth is God the Son. 

We see Mary being told all of this and she asks her question, “How can this be?” Here is how it can be. The Holy 
Spirit, the One who spoke the world into existence, is going to do this in her womb. Right? Mary says, “Alright,” and the 
angel tells her this amazing truth. Then, without her asking—this is awesome—God’s grace, God’s favor, God’s 
presence—God gives her a sign. Verse 36, 

                                                             
16 https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/2009/12/23/the-virgin-birth-again/  



 
“And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth 

month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 
from her.” 
 
He gives her the sign, “By the way, your old relative Elizabeth is also going to have a baby.” That’s awesome. She 

didn’t ask for confirmation more than the angel’s presence but here is more grace. Mary says, “Let it be to me according 
to your word.” The word that God has spoken, let it be to me. Your grace, your favor, is awesome whatever it means. 
Let’s not fool ourselves. John the Baptist is called the greatest among the sons of men. There has never been anybody 
like John the Baptist. Listen to me, there has never been anybody like Mary. There has never been a women more 
blessed than Mary. The Catholics perverted it and they said, “Hail, Mary, full of grace,” and they said that it isn’t that she 
is a recipient of grace but that she was a reservoir of grace to dispense it as she will. So, people pray to her and they talk 
to her, and she is not the Saviour. Mary would be ashamed of that perversion of the Gospel. But let’s not lose sight that 
no woman ever has been more blessed than Mary. She was the recipient of God’s grace and she is held up by Luke, and 
by God, by her son, Jesus, through His Word, that we would see her as the ultimate example of what a disciple should 
be. She is the mother of Jesus and she is the disciple of Jesus. She carried Jesus in her womb and she taught Jesus how to 
speak—the One who spoke the universe into existence—she taught Him how to talk. Never has anyone been more 
blessed than Mary. She carried the Messiah. She nursed Him, she cleaned Him, she taught Him how to walk. It’s 
amazing. She bore the reproach of others. Now, we say really awesome things about Mary, but back then not so much. 
In her lifetime, in the years that she lived out on this planet, God’s grace and God being with her meant pain, and 
suffering, being looked down upon, having things said about her, having men with gritted teeth and stone in hand 
wanting to kill her because they saw her as an adulteress. They saw her as unfaithful. They saw her as unworthy. For her, 
it meant knowing that her boy, her son, was marching toward suffering, and torture, and crucifixion. Remember that 
Simeon says all this awesome stuff about Jesus and then he turns to Mary and says, “But a sword is going to pierce your 
soul.” That’s her boy. God’s favor and grace can look like that. It often looks like that. There has never been anybody like 
Mary. There is so much that we can learn from her example of faith, and humility, and submission, trusting and believing 
the Word of the Lord and receiving His grace, come what may. Come what may. 

That’s the Gospel. That’s what we’re called to—that we receive Jesus. That we are born again to that hope that 
Jesus came into the world by the womb of a virgin, fully God, fully man, and sinless; He entered into this world and lived 
a righteous, perfect life, marching toward that cross because He came to seek and to save the lost. To seek and to save 
us meant that He had to go where we were, and we were dead in our trespasses and in our sin. That’s where He came to 
rescue us. That’s where He came to save us, and by His death, and by His resurrection, He has raised us up so that we 
can stand around His throne and worship Him as the true Son of David, the true King of kings and Lord of lords. 

So, I think for us, as we enter into this season that is so beautiful, and the story is real, let’s be like Mary. Take 
God at His word and receive His grace come what may. Face trials, and suffering, and persecution in the grace and the 
favor of the Lord. This is awesome, we get to be like Gabriel, too. We get to proclaim the good news of Jesus. He got to 
tell Mary, and he unpacked the Gospel for the first person ever. He got to do it and we get to do it. We get to tell people 
about Jesus. We get to tell people about the Son of God, the Son of Man. Our God is a Saviour and He is a Redeemer. 
Christmas is about Him and we get to do that. Let’s be faithful to that calling and faithful to that privilege. As we enter 
into this season let’s not get distracted. This doesn’t just need to be for the end of November and December. This is life. 
Let’s focus. Make your home, make your friendships, make your conversations about the Gospel of Jesus. 

Pray with me. 
Lord	God,	we	love	you.	Thank	you	for	the	Gospel.	Thank	you,	Lord	Jesus,	for	your	humility	to	come	rescue	

us.	Thank	you	for	your	love	that	you	would	come	rescue	us.	Jesus,	I	pray	that	this	season	of	our	lives,	as	a	church,	as	
families,	as	individuals,	that	we	would	see	you	as	holy,	set	apart,	righteous,	and	reigning	King	of	kings,	and	Lord	of	
lords,	who	went	into	death	to	rescue	us	out	of	our	sin.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	be	unashamed	of	that	message.	
That	we	wouldn’t	look	to	this	world	for	hope,	or	to	politicians,	or	to	bank	accounts,	or	to	experiences,	but	that	we	
would	look	to	the	work	that	you	have	already	done	as	our	only	hope,	providing	salvation	and	giving	us	an	eternity	
with	you	in	your	kingdom.	Lord	Jesus,	we	love	you	and	we	need	you.	In	Christ’s	name.
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Good evening, Red Oak. It’s such an honor to be with you guys this evening. The last time I was 

with you at Red Oak, and not a camp or a retreat at Snowbird, was back in June, when I drew the short 
straw of a tough passage in the book of James. It seems like I get to draw the short straw on short 
passages. So, tonight, our passage is Luke 1: 39-56. It’s not like it’s a tough passage in that there is 
anything here that’s super hard to understand. It’s a tough passage because it falls right smack dab in 
the middle of God’s redemptive work in history. God has promised in the Old Testament that there is 
going to come One who will crush the head of the serpent and He is foreshadowed, predicted, prepared 
for, and reflected all through the Old Testament. As a matter of fact, Jesus said in John 5:39, “You guys 
seek your salvation and you look for all this good stuff in Moses and it is Moses who preaches about 
me.” That’s incredible. It’s a little fresh, too, because we are training our church planters right now. One 
of the things that I’m super passionate about is that we plant churches. 

By the way, if some of you don’t know me—I just jumped right into preaching—my name is 
Mitch Jolly and I’m the teaching pastor at Three Rivers Church in Rome, Georgia. So, I’m pretty 
passionate about planting churches and that’s kind of what I do. So, we have one that will be going out 
again in March. We just planted another and we have two more in the works. At this point we are 
training guys. You know, you can almost teach anybody to plant a church but that’s not the most vital 
thing in my estimation; it’s not the technicalities of how to plant a church. What’s most vital is that 
these guys know how to preach the Bible, and that doesn’t start in the book of Matthew. That starts in 
Genesis, because it is the whole Bible that preaches Jesus. Right? 

So, we come to this text tonight and it kind of falls in between. You’ve got Jesus who has come, 
and His perfect life, His death, His burial, His resurrection, and His ascension, of which everything looks 
forward to in the Old Testament and is fulfilled right there. Okay? The only thing left to happen is the 
return of Jesus, of everything that the Old Testament prophets looked at and spoke to. This is why when 
Peter preaches in Acts 2, he quotes the sun being darkened and the moon being bloodlike. You’ve read 
that passage and it’s fulfilled there at the coming of the Holy Spirit. That’s not later. So, this passage, the 
Old Testament, everything preaches Jesus. I want our guys to know that and I want them to know how 
to do that.  

We could go to Isaiah 2 and we could preach the Gospel out of Isaiah 2. The Lord will lift up this 
mountain in the presence of the Lord there and He will draw the nations to it. We can preach Jesus off 
of that because Jesus is the giver of the text, He is the one who is going to be lifted up and draw people 
to himself—we can preach Jesus. We can go to the cross, and we can go to Romans, and we can preach 
Jesus, but now we have Elizabeth and Mary, right? Not that they are unimportant, right? But Jesus is still 
in utero. John is just six months along and they are praising God. So, it’s a little bit of a difficult text in 
that regard, but it’s not going to be so difficult. You will see where we are going here in just a minute. 

So, what I want you to see is not some neat little applications that you can go away with. If there 
is one application that we could put over this text—if we could put a banner over our text to kind of be 
the golden thread through what we are going to look at tonight—it’s this; stand in awe of the 
faithfulness of God. Stand in awe of the faithfulness of God. Because right here, in this little passage of 
Luke 1:39-56, we see the convergence of the purpose and plan of God, executed to perfection, in the 
lives of Elizabeth and Mary. So, I hope tonight, that as we talk through the text, that the Spirit of God 
would draw you up into awe at His faithfulness. Because He has been nothing but faithful and He puts it 
completely on display here, in sending John, who will be the forerunner of the Promised One, Jesus, who 



will come and redeem His people, and set out the eternal plan of God to draw the nations to Himself, 
bring Himself praise, and establish the New Heaven and the New Earth. God is completely faithful. So, I 
pray that tonight He will draw you to stand in awe of His faithfulness.  

We come to the gospels, and “the gospels complete the salvation history picture of the Bible by 
presenting Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Testament promises and hopes for the future 
salvation of God’s people.”17  Jesus’ coming is the beginning of the end. Hebrews 12:1-3 makes this very 
clear. In the past, God spoke to us by His prophets, but in these last days He has spoken by His Son. 
Jesus’ coming, dying, rising, and ascending, and sending the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, is the inauguration 
of the end of time. We are wrapping up history. So, Jesus’ coming is the beginning of the end, which is 
why Jesus will teach so much on “be ready.” “Be ready! You do not know the day or hour at which I 
come. Don’t act like a steward who is taking advantage of the master’s absence, using his resources 
wantonly. Use them and steward them well because I am coming. My coming is nigh.” Jesus said, “Even 
at the door.” So, live like it because we are at the end. Right? This is the beginning of the end and His 
coming is the start of the new age, of the restoration of all things from the fall, in the already nature and 
the not yet nature of His kingdom.  

In the gospels we are moving from the Old Testament expectation and hope of the One to come 
to the fulfillment of this hope in Jesus. So, what we have happening here in this little bit of a difficult 
text, in Luke 1:39-56, is the fulfillment of the promises of God in the entrance of the God-Man, Jesus, the 
second person and eternal person of the Trinity, coming to “dwell” among us so that we could see His 
glory (John 1:14), so that God may bring light and salvation, so that all who will receive Him, and so that 
all those might become children of God (John 1:13). 

So, from creation to David and Solomon, the Gospel is communicated in historical types; 
persons and events that point to and prepare for Jesus. Then, from David and Solomon, the Gospel is 
communicated in prophetic eschatology. That is, last things, this looking forward to the coming of this 
new age then this new creation. Then at the gospels, Jesus is presented as that Gospel promise fulfilled 
and the inauguration of His rule and the coming of His kingdom and the future coming of a new created 
order.  So, what we have here is in Luke 1:39-56 is the response of two people to God’s faithfulness and 
Him keeping His word and Him bringing it about by His might and His power, as they receive His precious 
gift of grace, which Elizabeth does, and as she blesses Mary for Mary’s faithfulness and as Mary 
magnifies the Lord for His faithfulness. 

So, let’s read the passage and, again, my prayer is that the Spirit of God would draw you to 
stand in awe of His faithfulness. Because, everything He said, and everything He has put in front of us in 
the text, He has brought about at this transitional moment in history, right here in this text. And they 
break forth in praise and that’s what I want you to do. My prayer has been that He would draw you to 
stand in awe. Because I promise you, as He has been faithful, and we will see it in the text, He has been 
faithful to you, too; because you, if you are in Christ, are His people. So, may you stand in awe of Him. 

Here we go. Luke 1:39-56, 
 

“In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted to me that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting 
came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.’” 
                                                             
17 Graeme Goldsworthy, Preaching the Whole Bible as Christian Scripture: The Application of 

Biblical Theology to Expository Preaching (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 222. 



 
Now, let’s just stop there for a second. This is not in my notes, but if you look back at verse 15, 

Elizabeth and Zechariah are promised that this son that they are given will be filled with the Holy Spirit 
from the time he is in his mother’s womb. Look back, it’s right there in chapter 1. Side note—God can 
save children in utero. He can. Now, that’s weird for us, but He did with John the Baptist, and my hunch 
is—the text doesn’t say it but God promised that he would be filled with the Spirit from the time he was 
in his mother’s belly—and Mary comes in and the Lord has just sent an angel to let her know that, “Hey, 
you’re the favored one, and the eternal Son of God is going to come and He is going to come and be 
inside of you and grow as a baby, and be born, and be the One that was promised to you.” And when 
she walked into the room, John jumped with joy. It could have been that moment, we don’t know, but it 
could have been that moment that the Lord took away his sin and put His Holy Spirit in him, 
transforming him, even in his mother’s belly. Right? 

 
“’The baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that 

there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.’” 
 

“And Mary said, 
 
’My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 
    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
    and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.’ 
 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.” 

 
So, what do we see in these verses? What does it mean and what can we do with it? Here is the 

main point over verses 39-45, and that is, Elizabeth receives a gift from God and serves Mary. In 
Elizabeth, at this transition moment, God is putting on display His faithfulness to pull off everything He 
promised. Elizabeth received a gift from God and she serves Mary with that gift. Elizabeth gets the joy of 
being the Lord’s instrument to bless Mary. 

 
1. Elizabeth receives the Holy Spirit 
Look in verses 39-41. 
 



“In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in 
Judah, 40 and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
Elizabeth, if you look back to the first part of the chapter, she and her husband are later in life. 

They’re in the twilight of their lives and they have not had a child up to this point. And the Lord chose 
them to bring into the world the forerunner, the one who was promised, who would come and prepare 
the way for Jesus. So, lo and behold, Zechariah doesn’t believe it and the Lord shuts his mouth and 
won’t let him speak, because he doesn’t believe. The angel tells him what he’s supposed to name him 
and gives him all the instructions, and lo and behold, as it turns out, this is the promised one who would 
go before the Lord Jesus. But, he is not the light. Jesus is the Light. Jesus is the Lamb of God. But 
Elizabeth, here, gets the privilege of being the one who gets to host and be a blessing to Mary. How is 
that going to be pulled off? The Lord gives her His spirit. 

Prior to Elizabeth being filled with the Spirit there are only three references to the Spirit’s work 
in filling His people before Pentecost. Those are in Exodus 31:3, Exodus 35:31, and Micah 3:8. Two of 
those are particularly references to the Spirit enabling craftsmen to build the Temple and in the Micah 
passage for Micah to preach in power regarding the people’s sin. To be filled with the Spirit is to be 
empowered by the Spirit. Elizabeth, here, receives the precious gift of God of being filled with the Spirit. 

I think that what is beautiful about this passage is that Elizabeth is just receiving. She’s just 
receiving. She is just there in a position, in the twilight of life, having never had a child. She was not 
allowed to have a child, physically, for whatever reason. Then, all of a sudden, here at the backside of 
life, God put her in a position to simply receive. He is being faithful to His promises. He gives her His 
Spirit. 

Then, the second thing that we notice here in this little passage is that He fills her with His spirit 
in order to serve His purpose in speaking blessing over Mary. 
 

2. Elizabeth, filled with the Spirit, serves God’s purpose in speaking blessing over Mary 
 

“And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42 and she exclaimed with a loud 
cry, Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is 
this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when 
the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord.’” 
 
Elizabeth gets to have a child. She receives the Holy Spirit and she is filled with the Spirit in order 

to speak this blessing to Mary. Elizabeth’s spoken blessing affirms a few things. One, it affirms Mary’s 
honor at carrying the Promised One. This blessing, Elizabeth’s honor, is that she gets to host Mary for a 
season. If you read on through the passage, she hosts Mary for three months, and that’s probably very 
helpful to Mary, considering that her circumstances, to the eye of the people around her, isn’t the best 
one. She came up pregnant and wasn’t married. That doesn’t look too good, right? It’s an inconvenience 
that just happened to be from God—yeah, right. So, Mary’s pregnancy kind of has a cloud over it, so she 
goes away for three months and Elizabeth gets the honor of hosting her. Then, this blessing affirms 
Mary’s faith in the Lord. “Blessed is the one who believed that the Lord would keep His word.”  

 
3. Mary’s circumstance likely required some encouragement. 
 



Remember, as we think about Mary and the job that God put on her, it wasn’t an easy task. God 
gave her a task of hosting the eternal Son of God, as a baby, in her womb, under the not best set of 
circumstances. God sent a faithful servant, Elizabeth, to speak blessing to her, to encourage her, in this 
very difficult time. So, what we see at this moment of God being faithful to keep His word, is that 
Elizabeth just gets to receive. She recognizes what is going on. You’ve got to remember that as she is 
speaking this, and Luke is recording this historically, Elizabeth is aware of what’s going on. The Lord has 
sent His angel to tell them that this is what is happening, and Elizabeth is just in this position to receive 
the grace of God and enjoy it. 

You know what, guys? I think that one of the things that is hard for us to do is to just sit and 
receive from the Lord. We are a doing type of people, right? I don’t know about you but I still think that I 
can earn my favor in front of God. I often disbelieve the Gospel in thinking that I can perform enough to 
get God to like me enough in order to earn my salvation. That’s not true. That’s a lie. You understand 
that, right? You cannot earn your salvation. There is not enough for us to do to get God to love us, much 
less like us. Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection make me righteous, so that I am favored by God 
regardless of what I do or what I am. Because of faith in Christ, He takes my sin, gives me His perfection, 
adopts me as His son, gives me His Holy Spirit, and I’m a son of God, a child of God, transformed, made 
new, in Christ, eternally His, forever. But I still often want to earn that by thinking I can be good enough 
to get God to like me—and it’s a lie. We like to do. We want to earn. Do you know what I’m talking 
about? You can very simply say that we sin because we all do. It’s easy to say, “Lord, will you forgive 
me?” and then ten minutes later say, “Lord, will you forgive me?” Ten minutes later we say, “Lord, will 
you forgive me?” because we didn’t believe the first time what Jesus said He would do. Right?  So, we 
think if we do it enough, and do it enough, and ask enough that maybe it will be more effective later, 
right? Maybe God will forget about it and then bad things won’t happen to me later. We think these 
crazy things. Maybe we don’t believe. We are not used to being in a position to just receive. Just being in 
a position to stand in awe of the faithfulness of God, and worship Him for who He is and what He’s done 
for me. 

I put down some little things here. I even asked the application question, “What can we do with 
this little passage here? Then, I put in parentheses, in bold, for you and for me, “I don’t want to be 
guilty of making up applications from this text when no application is needed other than to stand in 
awe of God.” We could talk about little things that Elizabeth did and how we could go imitate those but 
that’s not the point of this text. Elizabeth is just in a position to receive the faithfulness of God, and do 
you know what you and I ought to do? This Christmas season we need to just put ourselves in the 
position to listen to, stand in awe of, and receive the promises of God, because in Christ you are favored 
in Him, and you are a son and daughter of God. He loves you, He cares for you, and He has given you His 
Spirit. You and I should just stand in awe. 

I don’t know if you realize it or not but you and I are not real loveable people. If you could see 
the thought bubbles above my head while I was driving up and listening to the Falcons lose the game 
today. I know this is not Georgia but I’m a dyed-in-the-wool Atlanta Falcons fan, and they lost by one 
point. If you could see the thought bubbles above my head just sitting in the cab of my truck, you would 
leave now. Right? Because none of us are good people. But what Christ has done for us, when He came, 
and He died, and He rose, and He gave us His Spirit because we trusted Him by faith, He adopted us as 
sons and daughters. He made us His. We are not slaves—we are children. He put His Spirit in us, and as 
the prophet Ezekiel saw and looked forward to, He took out a heart of stone and He put in a heart of 
flesh, and He put in us a desire to walk in His way. So, even when we do mess up—like that was dumb—
I’d rather follow Jesus. Rather than earn His favor we just simply receive. That’s what Elizabeth is doing. 
She’s in a position to just receive the grace of God. So, whatever you need to do this Advent season, 
whatever you have to do to put yourself in a position to just receive, put yourself in a position to just 



receive the grace of God, because you never know on the backside of that who He may send you to be a 
blessing to you. 

Elizabeth is there receiving the grace of God and, lo and behold, Mary walks in the door. She 
receives the Holy Spirit and then she gets to speak blessing to Mary. “Wow! Who am I to get to host 
you?! This is awesome for me. And Mary, blessed are you because you believed what God said in spite 
of the circumstances.” It’s a cool place to be if you’re Elizabeth. I would argue that it’s a cool place for all 
of us to be because we, likewise, have received the favor of God in the Gospel. 

What about Mary? What is Mary’s response? Mary responds in praise. This section, verses 46-
55, has a title above it in most of your Bibles. It may say, “The Magnificat.” ‘Magnificat” is a Latin verb 
for ‘glorifies.” The title is traditionally attributed to this section and it means that Mary glorifies the Lord.  
It takes that title from verse 46, where Mary says, “My soul magnifies the Lord.” This is why this section 
gets the title “The Magnificat.” This word ‘magnificat’ is ‘megaluno.’ ‘Mega’ is big. ‘Megaluno’ is to 
magnify or to make big. What Mary is doing in this section, in her praise, is showing God to be 
magnificently large. Why? Because the apex of history is taking place and she gets to be part of it. 
Everything God has promised He is bringing to pass and everything that He is going to do is going to be 
fulfilled, and Mary stands here at this moment in the transition of salvation history, and the thing that 
comes out of her mouth is, “My soul makes God big” – this is in my words. Not that her words make Him 
big; He already is big, but her words are going to put on display the bigness of God and His faithfulness. 
So, what we see here from Mary is big praise. Big praise. So, Mary says, “My soul magnifies the Lord.” 

What are six observations from this section of Mary’s big praise to the Lord.  
 
1. Mary praises God for taking notice of her. 
Verse 46, 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior...” 

 
Why? The purpose clause, 
 

“…for He has looked on the humble estate of His servant. For behold, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed.” 
 
Mary praises God because He took notice of her. Listen, dear saint, one of Satan’s greatest lies 

propagated in the people of God is that you are worthless. Never listen to the second person voice in 
your head that puts down God’s love and care for you, His people. Listen, if you have believed by faith, it 
is because God, in His grace, picked you up out of your state, brushed off the dirt, took a dead heart and 
made it come alive, gave you faith to believe, and caused you to turn your face to Jesus and trust in Him, 
and He made you a new creature, and He stood you up and made you a son or a daughter. He took 
notice of you. So, remember tonight that Mary, poor, in a position that looked sketchy on the outside—
God picked her up, took notice of her, and she praises Him for that. Mary praises God for taking notice 
of her. 

 
2. Mary praises God for His holy might. 
In verse 49, the second thing we see is that Mary praises God for His holy might. 
 

“For He who is mighty has done great things for me, 
    and holy is His name.” 

 



Mary praises God for His holy might. I don’t know if you realize this or not, but for a virgin to 
conceive a child by the Spirit of God is pretty mighty and it’s pretty holy. Isaiah 6 does this really neat 
thing. King Uzziah has died and he was a pretty good king, and back in that day, when kings died 
kingdoms were a little bit unstable. Because other power hungry kings might look at that opportunity as 
a chance to invade, take plunder, take people, and seize land. So, Uzziah had reigned and long time and 
he was a pretty good king, and Isaiah comes into the Temple and he says, “I saw the Lord sitting on the 
throne.” Right? So, who is the real king? Not Uzziah. The Lord, King Jesus, is the king. Isaiah said he saw 
this great scene, “The train of His robe filled the Temple” and there were angels flying around and they 
were crying something out. They were crying out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.” 

This is the only place in the Bible where one of God’s characteristics is repeated three times. It’s 
in Isaiah 6 and it is “holy.” In the Hebrew language, if you want to say something in a superlative fashion 
you repeat it. There are no superlatives in the Hebrew language. You guys know what superlatives are, 
right? If you want to say it is good in English you might say, “That’s super good.” ‘Super’ is the 
superlative and it lets you know how good something is. They don’t have that in Hebrew, so if you want 
to say it’s super good you say, “It’s good good.” But, if you want to say that it’s mega-good, you would 
say it’s, “Good good good.” Well, right there in Isaiah 6, where the only time one of God’s characteristics 
is repeated three times, it is said that He is, “Holy, holy, holy.” That means that everything about God is 
completely holy, it is completely and utterly set apart, it’s completely perfect, it’s completely clean, it’s 
completely, absolutely, magnificently everything good and amazing. And Mary says here, “God has 
displayed His might. He’s done mighty things for me and holy is His name.” She praises God for His holy 
might. 

Listen, I don’t know if you realize this or not, but if you are in Christ, He has completely removed 
all of your guilt and made you holy. Wow! Do you understand the implication of that? Do you 
understand the implication of that? Practically, we know we still sin, right? We know that, right? But 
God has done this amazing thing in Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection, where He takes away my guilt 
before the Father and gives me all of His righteousness. It’s called the doctrine of justification. Right? 
God does for me what I could never do in this mighty act of holiness, where He truly makes me holy. 
That’s amazing, and by the way, that’s the source and fountain of being able to fight sin. It’s realizing 
that you and I, in Christ, are counted as holy. He has acted mightily and holy is His name, and His mighty 
act of salvation has set us apart as sons and daughters of God, and Mary sees this and recognizes this, 
and she praises Him for it. 

 
3. Mary praises God for His long-standing mercy 
His mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation. These guys have been 

waiting a long time for God to keep His promise, and at this moment in time, when the Lord has sent the 
One, Mary praises God for His long-standing mercy. From generation to generation God has preserved 
us and we are still here. Mary says, “We are here by your might and your power. You are holy and you 
have taken notice of me. You’ve taken notice of us and I praise you for your long-standing mercy.” God 
is ever-faithful. He is ever-merciful and His mercies are new every morning to us. His long-standing 
mercy is available to us. (Luke 1:50) 

 
4. Mary praises God for his powerful scattering of the proud 
Look at verses 51-53.  
 

“He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
    and exalted those of humble estate; 



53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty.” 

 
Mary praises God for His powerful scattering of the proud. Do you know what Jesus does? Jesus 

comes and He brings His kingdom. This is important. This is super important. I’m going to try not to 
rabbit trail here but this is super important. Read the Gospels very carefully—Jesus comes preaching the 
good news of the kingdom. This is key. This is key, key, key, key. Why is the kingdom good news? 
Because Jesus was the One who was promised to sit on the throne of David. Throne…kingdom…. David 
ran a kingdom, right? Jesus was the Promised One who came to sit on the throne of David and He was 
going to be the King who presided over an everlasting kingdom. Right? Isaiah 9, in that great Christmas 
passage, this kingdom will know no end “and the increase of His government” will know no end. His rule 
will only grow as the years go by. That’s Jesus. And when Jesus comes and brings His kingdom, He turns 
things upside down. Mary says here that He scatters the proud. His kingdom doesn’t consist of the 
things the world system takes note of. The world system values pride; God’s kingdom values humility. 
We read that, right? God exalts the humble and puts the proud down. Right? You see this over, and 
over, and over again in the text. God, in the coming of Jesus, has turned the world system upside down 
and Mary praises Him for it. Because the King of the universe won’t be exalted to a throne but He will be 
lifted up on a cross. The King’s people will not be haughty but they will be humble. Blessed are the 
meek, right? Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake for theirs is the kingdom. The 
last will be first and the first will be last, right? The kingdom has come and it is opposite of the cursed 
world order, and Mary praises Him for it. 

Dear Christian, listen to me and listen to me good. The kingdom isn’t found in the values of the 
world’s system. The kingdom lies in the values of God’s kingdom and those values are opposite of what 
our world values. Mary praises Him for it. So, rather than fitting in, Mary praises Him for His value 
system. Listen, I can’t tell you why God chose Mary. I don’t know. Nor the circumstances that God chose 
for Jesus to be born into. But it is very interesting that Jesus gets to be the eternal Son of God under 
difficult circumstances because Jesus isn’t going to get to live a life under comfortable circumstances. He 
is going to come and be exalted to a cross, so why should we, His people, expect any different? We live 
in a world system that says, “No, if God loves you it won’t be bad.” The Bible teaches us that, because 
God loves us we may get the privilege of suffering with Jesus, but we will know Him and the power of 
His resurrection and in fellowship with Him in His suffering. Because, the kingdom turns everything 
upside down, and Mary is not running from it, she is praising Him for it. She praises God for scattering 
the proud, “Lord, you’ve humbled me. I’m here three months in hiding because everybody thinks this 
baby is a baby of ill repute. But we know better. So, Lord, I will trust you.” So, Elizabeth said that, “And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
So, Mary praises the Lord for scattering the proud and for allowing her to be in these humble 
circumstances. 

Are we like that? You know, God gave us a little book in the Old Testament called Job. Job got 
the privilege of bearing difficulty. We get to Job 42:5 and read, “I had heard of you by the hearing of the 
ear but now my eye has seen you.” In God’s kingdom things are upside down. Just because it is hard 
doesn’t mean that God has forgotten. It may very well be when it is hard that is when the Lord is 
nearest. He is, and Mary praises Him for it. 

 
5. Mary praises God for His kind and just sovereignty 
In verses 52-53, Mary praises God for His kind and just sovereignty. In the passage we just 

looked at as well,  
 

“He has brought down the mighty from their thrones 



    and exalted those of humble estate; 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and the rich he has sent away empty.” 

 
She praises Him for His kind sovereignty. He has taken care of, in His sovereign plan, all of these 

situations and circumstances. 
 
6. Sixth and finally, Mary praises God for His faithfulness to His people 
Verses 54-55, 
 

“He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

 
Mary praises God for His faithfulness to His people, at this moment in time, when God is 

fulfilling all that He has promised, and praise is on her lips for His faithfulness to His people. 
 
What are we going to do with this? 
1. Respond in praise this Advent season for all of God’s faithfulness in spite of circumstances.  
Praise is easy when things are working out the way we planned for them to, isn’t it? Praise takes 

on a different feel when it’s from the depth of despair and we are still holding on to the faithfulness of 
God, because He will not let us go. So, respond in praise this Advent season for all of God’s faithfulness 
in spite of circumstances. 

Last October, I had the privilege of being with some people from a people group in a very hard 
place in a very hard country. These people, by God’s grace, have believed the Gospel. I had the honor of 
meeting with some people who were very, very persecuted because they have trusted in Jesus, and 
because to trust in Jesus in that place is basically to sign your death certificate. They are persecuted, 
hunted, and killed, and do you know where they started our time together? By the way, they asked me 
about suffering. “Would you help us learn what God’s Word says about suffering so that we can obey 
Him in the middle of it and still worship?” I am sitting there about to start crying because I think, “What 
do I know about suffering?” Right? Do you know how they started the time? Singing songs and 
worshipping the Lord. It might be the last time they sing anything, and yet they lifted their voices in 
praise, praising the Lord because circumstances aren’t the dictator of praise. God’s faithfulness is. So, 
since God has been faithful, we see it in the text, God has promised all these glorious things. He has 
brought them about. He gave Zechariah and Elizabeth a child in the twilight of their lives. He’s been holy 
and mighty toward Mary in bringing the eternal Son of God to her. She will birth Him and He will be the 
Saviour of the world. In the midst of all of this glorious, and yet difficult and upside-down experience, 
they responded in praise, so I challenge us to respond in praise for all of God’s faithfulness, in spite of 
the circumstances. He has been faithful. 

Let me ask you this question. Do you journal? You need to. You need to daily, as you read your 
Bible, write down your prayers and write down your thoughts and everything that is going on. Because 
do you know what you are going to need to do at some time. You are going to need to look back, and 
you are going to read it again, and you are going to remember when you read it, “Oh, I remember how I 
felt that day. There are tear stains on the page. There are coffee splatters on this page and I remember 
how I wrote those words and how I didn’t see how this was going to work out.” And three pages over 
God was faithful. He met you. He solved the problem. He fixed it or He gave you strength to get through 
and you had already forgotten, but you went back and you looked and you saw that God was faithful. 



You need that. You need those moments in the middle of difficulty and in the middle of hardship, so that 
regardless of circumstances we can respond in praise. 

Do you understand that this season is our season? The whole year is our season, frankly, right? 
But this is a really special season that is ours, and what should epitomize it? Joy in God’s faithfulness to 
keep His word—because He has kept His word. He’s faithful. Stand in awe of Him. 

 
2. Take time to recount the good deeds of God toward you. 
The second thing we can do with this passage of Mary’s praising the Lord is piggybacking on 

something I just said. It’s taking time to recount the good deeds of God toward you. Take time to 
recount the good deeds of God toward you. I don’t know if you noticed or not, but for the things that 
Mary said, she was taking an inventory of how God had been faithful. It’s a good discipline, as Christians, 
to write down all the ways that God has been faithful to you, and do you know the best way to do that? 
At the end of a day, go back to the morning and count all the ways that God got you through. Have you 
ever been in that difficult moment and all of a sudden the right Scripture passage just popped into your 
mind and it answered the question, or it ministered to somebody’s need? That’s God being faithful. We 
need to recount those good deeds of God to us. 

 
3. Third and finally, keep a song in your heart and keep a song on your lips all season long.  
There is nothing quite like good Christmas music. We should be constant worshipers all year 

long, but there’s something about celebrating the entrance of Jesus into time and space that has “zing” 
to it. Take advantage of this season to daily make a habit of worshipping the Lord and praising God as 
you delight in Him, because He has been faithful. 

 
I’m going to close with this thought. We open our Bible and we read it. We are reading, at that 

moment, the very faithfulness of God. When the Old Testament speaks of the “word of the Lord,” “thus 
says the Lord,” “the word of the Lord came to me and I spoke the word of the Lord,” “the Lord said and I 
wrote”—the word of the Lord, the word of the Lord. John does this really cool thing in John 1, where 
John makes sure that you understand that this Word is none other than Jesus. So that, as we read God’s 
Word and we study God’s Word, we are reading and studying about Jesus. Now, Paul, when he was at 
Corinth, said in 1 Corinthians 2:2, that while he was there among them that he knew nothing but Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified. That doesn’t mean that Paul, every time he taught them preached a salvation 
message. Now, if you read Acts carefully, Paul was there probably two-and-a-half to three years. That’s a 
lot of teaching. Paul’s Bible was Genesis to Malachi. What he is telling us there is that as he read the 
Word of the Lord and taught from it, he was preaching and teaching Jesus. 

When you read your Bible this season and you read through passages like this, pray for 
understanding and ask the Holy Spirit to help you, because as you are reading you are taking in Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified, and all of His eternal purpose is found in His death, burial, and resurrection, 
ascension, and descending of the Holy Spirit. I am going to tell you something—that is worth giving Him 
praise over. Even when we are struggling to make sense of it, we have the faithfulness of God in written 
form, and we can sit back and stand in awe that God would give us the record of His work among men, 
and how we can be saved, and how we can know Christ. 

So, Red Oak Church, I challenge you to stand in awe. Stand in awe this Christmas season. Don’t 
let circumstances get in the way of you enjoying Jesus and His kingdom. I promise you, one of Satan’s 
greatest tools will be circumstances improperly read to rob us of joy. The last three Christmases, we 
have dealt with issues of Church discipline inside our fellowship, and I am completely convinced that’s 
the evil one seeking to rob joy from God’s people. But, in spite of circumstances, turn your eyes upon 
Jesus and the great faithfulness of God. Look full in His wonderful face and the things of Earth will grow 
strangely dim in the light of His glory and His grace. Let’s celebrate and enjoy Jesus this Christmas. 



Pray with me. 
Father, we thank you for your Word that is a lamp for our feet and a light for our path. I want to 

thank you that we can hide your Word in our heart that we might not sin against you. Father, I thank 
you for the record of faithful men and women; in this instance, Elizabeth and Mary who received and 
who praised you. I pray, Lord, that you would help us to receive your grace in all the good you do for us 
and to praise you for it. Oh, God, I pray that you would help us to stand in awe of you. Lord, I confess to 
you that my heart and my eyes are pulled away to all kinds of inferior things, stuff, and toys, and I pray, 
God, that you would help me to stand in awe of you; that you would captivate my attention, captivate 
my soul with the grandeur of your faithfulness to all of us, and specifically for me, I pray for me that you 
would captivate me with your faithfulness to me. You have never let me go and you have never let me 
down in spite of very difficult things. So, Father, draw my eyes to that and help me to stand in awe of 
you. I pray for Red Oak Church that you would do that for them—that you would not allow 
circumstances to dictate their joy but that you would draw them to stand in awe of you and that they 
would make much of you. 

I pray for the team, as they are gone working, that you would watch over them, protect them, 
bring them home safely, and use them as instruments of your grace there. I pray, God, that it would be 
for your glory and for their joy. 

 
 

The benediction tonight comes from Romans 16:25-27, 
 

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret 
for long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been 
made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus 
Christ! Amen.”





December 11, 2016 
Luke 2:1-7 
Spencer Davis 
 

Growing up, I went to church all the time. I went to church every time we had a service. I 
remember singing “Holy, Holy, Holy” over, and over, and over, and as a child I wasn’t a believer, so I 
think I became bored with a lot of the rich hymns. For whatever reason, the childhood boredom of 
sitting in church kind of carried over into adulthood. That’s such a shame because how rich is that song? 
Last night, we had a party here for everybody who is on staff at Snowbird, and they sang that song and I 
found myself fighting back tears. I was thinking that this was a song I was so bored with for so many 
years. The truths of this song, even sung to a different tune, made me find myself fighting back tears, 
and then I thought, “Why am I fighting it? Just enjoy it.” 

For me, it is my hope that you guys would have an amazing Christmas and a Merry Christmas. 
It’s my hope that this wouldn’t be childhood boredom with Christmas traditions that carry over into 
adulthood. You read the same Christmas story that you’ve read so many times and it’s like you fall into 
the same cadence of, “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be taxed, and this happened….” Because everybody can recite that from so many Christmas plays you 
have heard. Now, some of you guys didn’t grow up in church and for some of y’all it’s brand new. I’d say 
that’s an advantage to one extent. So, we pray that this Christmas is rich for you. We pray that it’s rich. 

 There are so few things that are sacred in our society. There really are. Everything is casual. You 
can make a joke about anything. Everything is a joke and everything is casual. Everything is flippant and 
there are so few things that are sacred like marriage and Christmas. So, I pray that you would make it a 
big deal this Christmas. That doesn’t mean that you have to spend a lot of money, but make it a big deal. 
This is what all of the Old Testament has pointed toward. Everything is funneling down to one small, 
rural town. Everything is funneling down to one little cave, or barn, or whatever that structure was that 
these guys were in. Everything is funneling down to that and that’s a huge deal. So, we pray that this 
wouldn’t be a casual Christmas for you but that it would be meaningful, and rich, and deep, because 
what we are thinking about is God, Yahweh, coming to be a baby. That’s crazy. Just think about that and 
let it blow your mind. God became a baby for you. The cross was in view, His sacrifice was in view, but 
God became a baby. He lowered himself to become that. 

So, that’s what we’re going to be preaching through tonight. We are going to be in Luke 2, so if 
you have a Bible you can turn there. It is a great privilege for me to be able to teach through this. 
Somehow, when we taught through John I got to teach on the crucifixion. Now, teaching through Luke, I 
get to teach on the birth, so I’m winning the rotation. It’s awesome. 

So, this is what all of Scripture had been looking forward to. If you look in the Old Testament, 
there are prophecies throughout the Old Testament about a Messiah who is coming. A Messiah is 
coming. And when you look at some of these passages you think that is so cryptic. How in the world did 
they get the idea that a Messiah is coming from some of these Scriptures? But, in the New Testament, it 
is showing us that all of the Old Testament has been looking forward to this. I’ll read a few prophecies 
from the Old Testament. 

In Numbers 24:17, it tells us that Jesus, the Messiah, will be a descendant of Jacob. It says, 
 

“A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.” 
 
That’s fulfilled, because Matthew’s genealogy details Jesus’ lineage coming through Isaac and 

Jacob. The second prophecy is that the Messiah would be from Abraham’s line. It says this in Genesis 
22:18. It says, 

 



“And in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” 
 
He’s talking to Abraham. Matthew’s genealogy refers to Jesus as the son of David, the son of 

Abraham. He’s Abraham’s offspring that will bless all nations. The third prophecy that the Old 
Testament says about Jesus is that He is called out of Egypt. In Hosea 11:1, it says, 

 
“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 
Now, you might not pick that out of a lineup and say that’s talking about Jesus, but Matthew 

tells us it is. Matthew 2:14 says, 
 

“And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 
and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken 
by the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I called my son.’” 

 
The fourth prophecy that it says about Jesus is that He will be born among sorrow. Jeremiah 

31:15 says this, 
 

“Thus says the Lord: ’A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because 
they are no more.’” 

 
Now, Matthew will tell us in 2:16-18 that this prophecy was fulfilled when Herod gave the order 

to kill all male children two years old and under. The next prophecy is that Jesus would be born of a 
virgin. This is in Isaiah 7:14, where it says, 

 
“Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.” 
 

Matthew 1:22 tells us that this prophecy is talking about Jesus. The last one is that Jesus was 
going to be born in Bethlehem. In Micah 5:2, it says this, 

 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.” 

 
So, one from ancient days is coming. It’s crazy that all of creation and all of the Old Testament is 

whispering the name of Jesus, sometimes shouting the name of Jesus, and that the Messiah is coming. 
The Messiah is coming. We see this even in 1 Peter 1, where he is talking about the prophets who are 
making prophecies about a Messiah who is to come. Peter is telling these people that these prophets 
have been speaking these prophecies and they don’t even really know who they are talking about or 
what time frame they are talking about. In 1 Peter 1, starting in verse 10, he says this, 

 
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 

was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories.” 
 



This is a difficult passage to understand. Do you see what it’s saying? It’s saying the prophets 
would have these prophecies, and they would lay them out, and they’d be like, “What is that talking 
about?” They’d think, and they’d search, and they’d be like, “Who is this talking about and what time 
frame is this talking about? They would search and search to find the meaning of these prophecies that 
the Lord was speaking through them. It goes on to say, 

 
“It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you.” 

 
That’s not just talking about the people that Peter is writing this letter to. It’s talking about you. 

The prophets were serving you. It’s fantastic. 
 

“It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 
things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” 
 
The things of salvation—the things that we men, we humans, get to partake in—these are things 

that angels long to look into. It’s all of the Old Testament funneled down into one moment of birth, one 
moment of crucifixion, and then new life through the spread of the Church—and angels are longing to 
look into that and we get to be a part of it. It all funnels down into Christmas. That’s why Christmas is so 
meaningful. It’s not casual. It’s so meaningful. This is the message that the angel Gabriel flew from the 
throne room of God to give. 

Rob, and Brody, and I were talking about this. The only thing we didn’t like about the Nativity18 
movie was Gabriel. In that movie he looks like a sissy. He looks almost like Richard Simmons, with this 
sweet little Arabian fro, and he’s very thin, and very meek, and he flies off as a dove. That’s not an angel. 
In the Scriptures, when angels come, people hit the floor. They are scared to death and start 
worshipping them or start screaming and crying. The angel Gabriel flies from the awesome throne room 
of Yahweh, and do you know who he flies to? A teenager in a small, rural town. This story is crazy. 
Gabriel flies from the throne room to a teenager. All of creation points to this moment, all of Scripture 
whispers this, and a teenage girl in a tiny town gets the call. This is it. This is the moment that all of 
Scripture has promised. This was the promised Son, the serpent-crusher, the mediator, the Righteous 
Judge, the promised Deliverer, the holy human—divine by birth but human by line—the Passover Lamb, 
the message for the nations, the coming King. This is Emmanuel, God with us, and a thirteen year old 
gets the call. It’s beautiful. Only God could orchestrate the Messiah’s story like this. 

We talked about this last Christmas. There’s nothing special about Mary. There’s nothing special 
about Bethlehem. There is nothing special about that particular inn or that particular manger. There is 
nothing special about any of these, but once they are chosen then God makes them special. They are 
special because Christ was in them. Right? Christ was in the town, Christ was in the manger, Christ was 
in the womb and He made them special. John Piper says this, 

 
“God chose a stable so no innkeeper could boast, "He chose the comfort of my inn!" God chose a 
manger so that no wood worker could boast, "He chose the craftsmanship of my bed!" He chose 
Bethlehem so no one could boast, "The greatness of our city constrained the divine choice!" And 
he chose you and me, freely and unconditionally, to stop the mouth of all human boasting.  
The deepest meaning of the littleness and insignificance of Bethlehem is that God does not 
bestow the blessings of the Messiah--the blessings of salvation--on the basis of our greatness or 

                                                             
18 “The Nativity Story is a 2006 biblical drama film based on the nativity of Jesus, directed by Catherine Hardwicke and 

starring Keisha Castle-Hughes and Oscar Isaac. The film was released on December 1, 2006 after it premiered in Vatican City 
November 27, 2006.” (www.wikipedia.org)  



our merit or our achievement. He does not elect cities or people because of their prominence or 
grandeur or distinction. When He chooses He chooses freely, in order to magnify the glory of His 
own mercy, not the glory of our distinctions. So let us say with the angels, "Glory to God in the 
highest!" Not glory to us. We get the joy. He gets the glory.” 
 
So, with that, let’s jump into our story. We are in Luke 2. I love this story. Luke 2:1-7, 
 

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for 
her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling 
cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 
 
You know, Luke is fulfilling his word to Theophilus. Remember, in Luke 1, Luke was writing to 

Theophilus and he said, 
 

“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things that 
have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were 
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to 
me also, having followed all things closely for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 that you may have certainty concerning the 
things you have been taught.” 
 
So, Luke is fulfilling his desire to write this orderly account so that Theo can be confident in what 

he is saying. Think about how detailed Luke gets. He says, 
 

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.” 
 
It’s interesting, in chapter 1, when Luke is setting the stage for John’s birth, he only talks about 

Jewish details. He says, “In the days of Herod….” this, and this, and this happened, so John came. But, 
when he goes to talk about Jesus, he zooms out and talks about what’s going on, on the larger stage of 
the whole world. So, he zooms out and he is giving details here. 

 
“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus…” 

 
I don’t think it’s a mistake or an accident that he mentions Caesar Augustus specifically. So, I 

want to go into a little bit of history on Caesar Augustus, because it’s really meaningful to what Luke is 
doing in this passage. So, we have a picture of a statue of Caesar Augustus here. He was called “the ruler 
of the whole world.” So, here’s a statue of Caesar Augustus19. 

                                                             
19 Janson, H.W. (1995) History of Art. 5th edn. Revised and expanded by Anthony F. Janson. London: Thames & 

Hudson, p. 191.  “During his lifetime, Augustus did not wish to be depicted as a god (unlike the later emperors who embraced 
divinity), but this statue has many thinly-veiled references to the emperor's "divine nature", his genius. Augustus is shown 
barefoot, which indicates that he is a hero and perhaps even a god, and also adds a civilian aspect to an otherwise military 
portrait. Being barefoot was only previously allowed on images of the gods, but it may also imply that the statue is a 



 
 
 
 
I don’t know what the weird baby is that is tugging on his leg. It’s creepy. It’s 

actually Cupid riding a dolphin. That is a tie-in to his link with the gods. All of his 
armor on the statue has links to different gods and goddesses of that period. So, 
Caesar Augustus was called the ruler of the whole world during this time. 

To give you a little bit of history, Caesar Augustus was the nephew of Julius 
Caesar. Everyone has heard of him. The month of July is named after Julius Caesar. 
The month of August is named after Caesar Augustus. So, Caesar was arguably the 
greatest Roman emperor. He was really the first to be called Emperor in that sense. 

I’m going to read this short paragraph, 
 

“During his 40-years reign, Augustus nearly doubled the size of the empire, adding territories in 
Europe and Asia Minor and securing alliances that gave him effective rule from Britain to India 
(which is a huge area). He spent much of his time outside of Rome, consolidating power in the 
provinces and instituting a system of censuses and taxation that integrated the empire’s furthest 
reaches. He expanded the Roman network of roads (remember that), founded the Praetorian 
Guard and the Roman postal service and remade Rome with both grand (a new forum) and 
practical gestures (police and fire departments). 
 
Augustus Caesar died in A.D. 14, his empire secured and at peace. His reported last words were 
twofold: to his subjects he said, “I found Rome of clay; I leave it to you of marble,” (so he sort of 
established Rome) but to the friends who had stayed with him in his rise to power he added, 
“Have I played the part well? Then applaud me as I exit.” – italics added 
 
So, his friends, the Roman politicians, would name him as a god, just like his uncle, Julius Caesar, 

before him. They named him as a god so he was arguably the greatest Caesar. Roman had its greatest 
peace during this time. He kind of started that Pax Romana, the peace of Rome. At the same time Luke 
was writing, some Greek cities adopted his birthday, September 23rd, as the first day of the new year, 
and called him “savior.” There is actually an inscription at a city I won’t try to pronounce that called him 
the “savior of the whole world.”20 When he died, men actually comforted themselves saying that he is 
not really dead because he is a god and gods can’t really die. 

So, Luke is throwing in a lot of irony here. Because, look at who we have here. We have a man-
god, “the savior of the whole world”, who is putting out a decree, and under that decree comes the 
God-man, the true Savior of the whole world. Luke is writing ironically. It’s beautiful the way he is 
putting it in here. God’s at work here. God is clearly at work in the Roman system. They might have 
thought, this guy is calling himself a god and God is not at work. All of Roman politics is chaos, but God is 
clearly at work because what Caesar Augustus set up, even though the Roman road system would set 
the stage for the spread of the Gospel like never before. If he hadn’t set up Roman roads, the Gospel 
wouldn’t have had been able to spread so freely. If the languages wouldn’t have been compiled just so 
by the Roman Empire, the Gospel wouldn’t have spread so freely. So, God was at work here, and thank 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
posthumous copy set up by Livia of a statue from the city of Rome in which Augustus was not barefoot. 

The small Cupid (son of Venus) at his feet (riding on a dolphin, Venus's patron animal) is a reference to the claim that 
the Julian family were descended from the goddess Venus, made by both Augustus and by his great uncle Julius Caesar - a way 
of claiming divine lineage without claiming the full divine status.” 

20 https://frted.wordpress.com/2011/12/23/jesus-augustus-christ-caesar-i/  



you to Luke for the contrast. In those days a decree went out from the man-god, “the savior of the 
world”, which set up the prophetic birth of the God-man, the true Savior of the world. 

Hughes says this in his commentary: 
 
“The baby Mary carried was not a Caesar, a man who would become a god, but a far greater 
wonder— the true God who had become a man.” 
 
God is sovereign over all leaders, not just in the large sense but in the small sense. Not 

just in the macro but in the micro. God knew what it would take to get Joseph and Mary to 
Bethlehem. It would take an act of congress, so He made it happen. He made it a government 
rule. I’ll read this, 

 
“The census was to show the great power of Rome, the great power of Caesar, but it showed the 
great power of Yahweh, moving leaders around like pieces on a board, entering into the private 
thoughts of emperors, whispering to him on his lavish bed, ‘Count your people.’ 
Yahweh is directing the king’s heart like a water course to do something He had ordained 
hundreds of years before Caesar’s birth.” 
 
So, this should be an encouragement for us. If I can pause and take a pastoral moment. 

We try not to talk a whole lot about politics at Red Oak, but we just had a huge election and 
God is in control. A lot of people are really upset and freaked out that Donald Trump is going to 
be our next President, and a lot of people would have been upset and freaked out had Hillary 
Clinton been our next President. But God is the King of all kings. He’s the Ruler of all rulers. Not 
just the macro but the micro. Right? God is in control. 

You think, “Man, we have an egotistical leader coming up.” Caesar Augustus called 
himself “god..the savior of the whole world”—and God directed his heart like a water course. 
We are going to be alright. We are going to be okay. Do you know why? Because of Ephesians 
1. Let me flip to this. Just listen to this passage—Ephesians 1:19-22. It’s beautiful. He says this, 

 
“And what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 

according to the working of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised 
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above 
all rule and authority and power and dominion.” 
 
That’s where God sits—far above the rule of presidents, far above the rule and 

dominion of Caesars. 
 

“And above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.” 

 
He is over all things to or for the Church. This is crazy. All things are in God’s control for His own 

glory and for you—for His Church. God is in control of Donald Trump, and secretaries of state, and ISIS. 
God is in control of all things for His own glory and for you—for the sake of His people. 



So, in this story, God, for His own glory and for the sake of the Church, directed the king, the 
emperor, to register and count his people. Because that is where the Messiah was going to be born, God 
is turning all of history to make this happen. 

Okay, the next verse. 
 

“And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.” 
 
Luke is so detailed. If you were to say this in our terms today, you would say something like this: 

“In those days, a law was passed by Barack Obama that all US citizens should be registered. This was the 
first registration when Pat McCrory was governor of North Carolina. And all went to their hometown to 
be registered. Joseph went up from Buncombe County, to Asheville, to Cherokee County, to Andrews.” 
It makes a lot more sense when you say it that way, right? It sounds silly when you read it like that, but 

this is what the original readers would hear, 
right? They’d hear counties, and towns, and 
rulers that they are familiar with. For us, when 
we read it, we hear, “And wah-wah, went to 
wah-wah, and did wah-wah-wah.” It seems so 
arbitrary and out there, but these are real 
people, and real towns, and real counties, and 
real areas, right? 

To put into perspective where these 
guys had to go, Joseph is with Mary and Mary is 
with child. She is pregnant with child. So, how 

far away was Nazareth from Bethlehem? Here’s a map. So, Nazareth is up top and Bethlehem is where 
the line ends down below. So, as the crow flies, Bethlehem is about 75 miles south of Nazareth. But, the 
routes from Nazareth to Bethlehem go around in a circle because there is a huge mountain range in the 
middle. So, as the crow flies, it’s about 75 miles, but to get there you have to travel something like 94. 
It’s just like going to Asheville. So, from here to Asheville is about 77 miles, as the crow flies, but it’s 
about 94 miles if you were to walk it. 

So, think about this—that’s a long way for a pregnant woman to go, right? That’s a long way. So, 
why didn’t Joseph travel alone? I’ve wondered this, especially if they weren’t married yet. Well, 
Matthew tells us that they were married, in everything but consummation. Matthew 1:24-25 says this, 

 
“When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 

he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 
name Jesus.” 
 
“He took his wife.” So, they are married in a betrothed kind of way. They are married in 

commitment but not married physically. So, did she have to travel with him if they were married? I don’t 
know. I don’t know if they both had to go to be registered. If not—if she didn’t have to travel with 
Joseph—it just shows how little support she had back home. She had nobody to stay with, because 
everyone back home thinks she’s promiscuous. If she had to travel with Joseph that was a long way to 
go. If she didn’t have to travel with Joseph and she just chose to because she didn’t have support back 
home, either way this is a terribly tough journey for her. Because, stop and think—I thought about this 
for the first time this week and it blew me away. Every time you think about Joseph and Mary traveling, 



they are traveling on a donkey and they are alone. It’s a night sky and they are alone in “Silent Night.” 
Or, in “The Nativity Story” movie, which is great, they are traveling alone. But think about this, if they 
had put out a decree that all the world had to be registered, the roads were probably packed. There 
were probably travelers spider-webbing everywhere. Think about how inconvenient it is to travel on 
Christmas Eve or the day after Thanksgiving. It is multiplied by that because there is no Hotels.com. 
There is no way to reserve any sort or food or anything like that. The roads are probably choked with 
people. That’s why there aren’t any rooms. Everybody is spider-webbing around to their different 
birthplaces, right? The roads are choked with people so they better have a lot of food packed. They 
better know where they are going to stay because all the camping is taken. All the good water sources 
are taken up and are full of people. There’s no chance of making reservations. They’re camping out after 
Mary has walked twenty miles a day as a pregnant woman. The movie shows a donkey but the Scripture 
doesn’t say they had one. There are some early Christian writings that say that maybe they had a 
donkey. In fact, I read one early Christian writing that said the donkey’s name was Nestor. Ha! I don’t 
know where they got Nestor from. I doubt the donkey’s name was Nestor but the Bible doesn’t even tell 
us that they had a donkey. But, ladies who have been pregnant, how about traveling on foot to 
Asheville, with a billion other people and camping out every night? Think about this from Mary’s 
perspective; Mary couldn’t catch a break. She had the Messiah in her belly, which was such a great 
honor, while everybody at home thought she’d been sleeping around. Then, she left home, a place 
where she didn’t have honor, and the government decreed that she had to travel. She had to up and go 
in the middle of her pregnancy. So, it’s not that she just has to travel—she has to travel while a billion 
other people are traveling. But, Mary was faithful. Remember, she pondered these things in her heart. 

Mary was faithful because she had three things. Mary was faithful because she had the promise 
of God. Yahweh had promised her that the baby in her belly is going to be for all people. The second 
thing she had, I think, is that she was probably encouraged knowing that she had not been with a man. 
She could feel the baby moving around. Think about the promise of God reminding her with every kick. 
That’s crazy. She had God dwelling inside of her as she was traveling. Of course, she’s encouraged by the 
promises. The third thing—and this is speculation—is I think she is probably encouraged as she went, 
because she probably knew that the Messiah was to come to Bethlehem. She probably knew that. She 
probably knew that and wondered how Messiah was supposed to come from Bethlehem and then 
thought, “Oh! The government is making me go! I wondered how that was going to happen.” You would 
think that she would know that and, if not, you would think that Zechariah would have told her while 
she was visiting. But, remember, Zechariah couldn’t talk, so maybe he didn’t. Maybe he wrote it on that 
tablet he had when he said, “His name is John,” but I don’t know. So, I don’t know if Mary knew or not, 
but she was faithful. Mary was faithful even though she couldn’t catch a break. 

So, pause for a second. I know that there are people who are struggling in the Church. I know 
that there are people struggling to pay bills, worrying about family situations, people sick in your family, 
people who are really struggling in our community, and if you feel like you can’t catch a break, I think 
one lesson that we get from Mary is to be faithful. Be faithful. That’s easier said than done but you have 
the same thing that Mary has. You have the promises of Yahweh and you, too, are indwelt by Christ if 
you are a Christian. You have the constant reminder of the indwelling Christ, and the promises of 
Yahweh, and the example of Mary, to be faithful even when it seems like you’re trying and you can’t 
catch a break. 

The next verse says, 
 

“And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.” 
 



Luke doesn’t give a whole lot of fanfare for the birth. It was a birth. The description is so 
common, and so human, and so fitting. You’d expect him to say, “And Mary did this, then Joseph did 
this,” and they’d be fumbling with the baby, and wiping the baby off, and Joseph’s clumsy hands would 
be trying to grab this slippery baby. They’d wrap the baby up because it was cold that night. You’d 
expect all these details like how long Mary was in labor, but Luke just doesn’t give us those sort of 
details. He leaves it to the imagination and just says, “While they were there it came time for Mary to 
give birth.” So, “While they were there” seems like they didn’t hustle here, and hustle there, and have a 
baby. It seems like they were there and they were settled into this little building or whatever it was. 
Some people think it was a cave and some think it was a barn. While they were there, the time came for 
her to give birth and she did. She gave birth. It leaves the scared birth by a maybe thirteen-year-old girl 
up to our imagination but it gives us a very human description. The time came for her to give birth and 
she did. She gave birth to her “firstborn” son, meaning that she had more children later on. She gave 
birth to her firstborn son, and what did this firstborn son inherit? In part, the Davidic line. He fulfilled 
prophecy even being born into this family. 

 
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” 
 
No room for Yahweh. Even before His birth He was rejected by men. Even at His birth He was 

low. He was being laid in a feeding trough for animals. That’s what’s crazy about Christmas. We’ve 
studied through Exodus; we’ve seen the thunder on the mountain; we know that Moses begs, “Let me 
see your glory.” And God says, “I’ll tell you my name.” We know that no one can approach God because 
He’s in inapproachable light. The radiance of the glory of Yahweh is so overwhelming—but here He 
comes in the form of a baby. Remember the radiance of Gabriel, even, where people were falling on 
their faces. Not to get too far into next week’s sermon, but think about what happens next. If one angel 
makes people fall on their faces and worship, think about what happens to the shepherds while they are 
out chilling in the fields, and thousands of angels bust open the sky. If one angel causes trembling and 
falling to your face, can you imagine thousands of angels lighting up the sky and singing, “Glory to God in 
the highest”? Can you imagine the scene for these guys? What an overwhelming glory that is? Then, 
imagine what’s even more huge—imagine the glory of the One who made all those thousands of angels. 
Imagine the glory of Yahweh, who made all of these angels, and then squeezed that glory down into a 
baby. Into a baby. It’s crazy. Yahweh is unapproachable in the Temple but now He is being sniffed at by 
animals. Now, He is submitting himself to having His diaper changed. Now, he doesn’t have control over 
His body. It’s crazy. It’s Yahweh in the flesh. He’s humble, but we know that one day He will be back to 
His rightful place in the story. We know that from Micah 5:2, which we’ve already read, which says, 

 
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of 

Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming 
forth is from of old, from ancient days.” 
 
This wasn’t the beginning of Jesus. We know that, right? This isn’t the beginning of Jesus—this is 

the coming of Jesus. Jesus is Yahweh on His throne—ruling, creating, sustaining all of life. Then He 
empties himself of that and squeezes himself down to become the lowest of low—for you. That’s the 
beauty of Christmas. Yahweh, the maker of all angels, the maker of heaven and earth. 

There are so many mental games you can play like, “How did He do this? How did He limit 
himself in this way?” but I’d say just enjoy it. Sit back and think, “Yahweh did this for me.” One day He 
will be back in His rightful place with every knee bowing to Him and every eye turned to Him, and every 
tongue forming His name. Every animal, every tree, every human, every Caesar, every president, every 



skeptic, every angel, every demon, every being—crying, “Jesus is Yahweh!!” But, for tonight, for this 
story, He empties himself. For tonight, the infinite God lays in the hay snuggling with His teenage mama. 
It’s so beautiful. He humbled himself for you, by the way—not just to be poetic. He humbled himself for 
you because the cross was in view; bearing our sins was in view; becoming your disobedience on the 
cross was His plan; rising from the dead was the plan; to ransom sons and daughters to himself; to turn 
darkness into light. That’s what Zechariah told us in the chapter before. 

One of my new favorite quotes is what Zechariah said in the previous chapter. This is a cool 
picture, 

 
“Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
    whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 
The sunrise from on high. A different sunrise has visited us and brought light into our dark. It’s 

beautiful. And the scene closes in a quiet, earthy way, somehow, with daddy, mama, and baby Yahweh. 
It’s so crazy, but it closes in a real earthy, human way. 

I read a poem last night that I would like to share with you. It’s by a lady named Luci Shaw21 and 
it’s from the perspective of Mary. I’ll read this poem and I’ll read a passage of Scripture and then we will 
sing a little bit more. The poem is called “Mary’s Song.” 

 
“Blue homespun and the bend of my breast 
keep warm this small hot naked star 
fallen to my arms. 
(Rest … you who have had so far to come.) 
Now nearness satisfies the body of God sweetly. 
Quiet he lies whose vigor hurled a universe. 
He sleeps whose eyelids have not closed before. 
His breath (so slight it seems 
no breath at all) 
once ruffled the dark deeps to sprout a world. 
Charmed by doves’ voices, the whisper of straw, 
he dreams, hearing no music from his other spheres. 
Breath, mouth, ears, eyes, he is curtailed 
who overflowed all skies, all years. 
Older than eternity, now he is new. 
Now native to earth as I am 
Nailed to my poor planet, caught that I might be free, 
blind in my womb to know my darkness ended, 
brought to this birth for me to be new-born, 
and for him to see me mended 
I must see him torn.” 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 says this, 
 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 
 

                                                             
21 http://www.lucishaw.com/  



It’s the beauty of the incarnation; “so that you by his poverty,” He who is infinitely rich made 
himself poor so that you, by His poverty, might be infinitely rich, because He humbled himself on this 
night, in the hay with His teenage mom. 

Philippians 2:5-11, 
 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though 
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on 
him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 
I’ll pray for us and we will continue to worship the Lord through song. 
 
Jesus,	I	thank	you	that	you	humbled	yourself.	It	is	mindblowing	to	think	of	Yahweh	in	a	

human’s	body;	not	that	anything	was	taken	away	from	you	but	that	you	added	on	being	human,	and	
that	you	did	that	for	us,	God.	That	even	before	you	were	born,	that	you	lowered	yourself	to	being	
humbled	and	rejected.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	get	it	this	Christmas.	I	pray	that	we	would	make	a	
big	deal	of	this	because	it’s	a	huge	deal.	These	are	things,	this	Christmas,	that	angels	long	to	look	
into,	and	I	pray	that	for	us,	for	our	church,	that	these	wouldn’t	be	casual	things	that	we	pass	through	
or	do.	We	eat	with	this	family	and	we	buy	presents	for	this	person.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	get	the	
incarnation	and	that	we	would	get	the	meaning	of	it,	even	though	we	don’t	grasp	all	the	intellectual	
challenges	within	it.	I	thank	you	so	much,	God,	that	you	became	man	to	bear	our	sins	and	to	live	a	
perfect	life;	that	you	took	on	humanity.	Jesus,	we	love	you	and	I	pray	that	we	would	remember	that	
this	Christmas.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
That was good. That was so good. The season goes so fast and singing those songs was beautiful 

to sing with y’all. The whole time, I’m thinking that we are looking back at this huge moment—it was 
such an awesome picture in our minds tonight—when Yahweh, God, the one true God, squeezed into 
human flesh. We look back and we rejoice because we know what that means. It means that He came to 
save us. Then, to think, as we worship the Lord together, and we have these moments when it’s obvious 
that we are of one mind and one spirit, His Spirit is with us and we are just worshipping Jesus. How can 
we not think that one day we are going to sing together while looking at Him? We are going to sing 
together like that but we are going to see King Jesus on His throne. That’s what this is all moving toward, 
right? This isn’t just another week or another Christmas. We, together, as His Body, His Bride, are 
moving toward the day when we will see Jesus face-to-face. Man, it’s good. It’s so good to worship with 
you. 

I want to say this. If you are here and you don’t know Christ; if you are here and you are dead in 
your sins and your trespasses and you know that there is a division between you and God; you know the 
story but you don’t get it, let me say that we would love to talk to you. We would love to explain the 
Gospel to you. Please come talk to us. You can cry out from your seat right now, in your heart and your 
mind, cry out to God to forgive you and you can trust in who Jesus is, and in His life, and His death, and 
His resurrection. He will rescue you. The Bible says that if you will confess with your mouth that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, He will save you. I beg you to do that. 
Come talk to us. If you’d come to pretty much anybody in this church we would love to sit down and talk 



to you. If you aim for a bald man, chances are that he’s a pastor. If you aim for a plaid shirt, chances are 
that he’s a pastor or a member. If you get both—jackpot. We’d love to talk to you. We’d love to sit down 
and explain the Gospel. 

We have a few announcements. I want to remind you that the week of Christmas we are going 
to have our service on the 24th, Christmas Eve, at 6pm, so there will not be a service on Christmas Day. 
That just seemed like it was going to work best for everyone’s travel plans. Then, I want to remind you 
that Blue and Brittany Berry are with us tonight. They will be leaving in the morning to go back to Texas 
so please make sure you get by and see them, love on them, and pray with them. It’s been so good 
having them. We got to have them over this afternoon. It’s sad because we’ve gotten accustomed to 
seeing them about once a month. It’s been good. It’s probably going to be a while again, so you guys, 
know that we love you. We love you guys a lot and this is home. We’re your family. Please, don’t ever 
hesitate to let us know what you need. Please, get by and see them. 

Then, I’ll say this. Always, we should live our lives in light of taking this awesome message. The 
message that was just unpacked again for us; it is never new truth but the truth of it renews us and to 
hear it again was just awesome tonight. Remember, that needs to be the way we live our life. That truth 
should be on our lips and we need to be anticipating who we can share the Gospel with. I want to lay 
out that next Sunday is huge. We’ve been praying about this and as a church we have created an 
awesome opportunity to serve our community with the Gospel through our Pinwheel22 service and 
supper. So, to remind you, next week we are going to have a normal start at 6pm, on time. Please be 
here early because we are anticipating a lot of guests so please get here early and fill in from the front to 
make that as welcoming and un-awkward for them as possible. We will have service and then we will 
move over to the metal building. The church is providing all the food. It’s not potluck. We have 
professionals on the job and we are going to eat good. So, please come and bring your family. To start 
the service, the Treehouse kids will be in here for the time of worship and then we will allow them to go 
out. The nursery and the other kids will start where they normally do. So, be prepared for that. 

Let me say this. We’ve had the sign-up sheet out and it’s almost full. There are about thirty-six 
kids on there and we have six to eight kids remaining. It’s such an awesome opportunity. So, please, 
tonight see Cara Jones up front with the signup. We want to get those last few kids taken care of. In 
reality, our anticipation was that we would double-up easily. We have more families than that in this 
church who can focus on those kids and get them a present. We set a max of forty dollars. You don’t 
have to spend that much but that’s kind of the max. So, please, if you haven’t signed up to get a present 
for one of the Pinwheel students, please do that. 

Further, we don’t just want this to be, “Hey, come in. Here’s some food.” We want this to be a 
platform that begins a relationship with these families, where we will tell them about Jesus. They are 
going to hear it when they come. It will be proclaimed from the stage. What the angels said about Jesus 
is going to be read. Brody is going to preach it. They will hear the Gospel there but what we need is our 
families, in this church, to take this opportunity in your own hands and to see that God has equipped 
you, personally, in a relationship, to meet some of the needs of these families. And their greatest need is 
always going to be the Gospel. So, one of the ways that this has been planned is that you would call the 
parents this week and that you would make contact this week. We’ve invited them through emails and 
we’ve sent home letters with the students but we need for you, personally, to make contact through a 
phone call or dropping by their house to invite them and to find out how many people they are planning 
on bringing. That information is going to go to Cara and we will make sure that we have more food than 
everyone who comes can possibly eat. We want to go overboard with this so please join us in this. This is 
ministry on a silver platter and we want to see you guys and all of our families reaching these folks, 
building these relationships, and see them join our church, come to Christ, and be baptized. This is such 

                                                             
22 Pinwheel is an after-school tutoring program run by Red Oak Church. 



a great opportunity so be praying about it and please, please be involved in it. Again, Cara will be up 
front in just a minute with that sign-up. 

So, next week we will start at the normal time but y’all will be here early. Then, the next week 
we will meet on Christmas Eve. 

So, let me do this. Let me read our benediction from Hebrews 13:20-21, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.





December 18, 2016 
Luke 2:8-20 
Brody Holloway 
 

Tonight we have a lot of people visiting, so I want to welcome you to Red Oak Church. We are a 
fairly young, new church. The church is about four to five years old. So, this is exciting having guests and 
visitors. I know that a lot of people are here who have a home church locally so thanks for coming. 
Pinwheel23 is a really cool program and it’s truly a collaboration between Christ Community Church, 
which is what I call the Subway church because they meet down by Subway. You go to church and then 
you get a sandwich; it works great. But it’s a really good partnership between Christ Community Church 
and our church, and Snowbird Outfitters. What we did with Pinwheel is that we identified a need in the 
community when talking with leaders at the elementary school in Andrews. We hope and pray to 
expand this into some other counties. We have Clay County folks here and we have Graham County 
folks here. But in talking with some of the leadership, school counselors, and people like that we saw 
that there is obviously a need for more help than what a teacher can provide in a work day. 

We have teachers in this church and I’ll tell you, I would not want to be a teacher. I couldn’t do 
it. For one, I couldn’t hang out with a bunch of elementary school kids for seven hours. I’d go absolutely 
cuckoo. But these teachers are overworked and stressed. You have a teacher and maybe one teacher’s 
aide and then you have twenty-five to thirty kids. I have five kids and three of them are older so that’s a 
piece of cake, but I have two little psychos at home who are like Tasmanian devils all the time. So, think 
about the stress that these teachers are under and there is a lot of pressure on them to perform and to 
generate certain scores on tests and things like that. So, as churches we just stepped up and asked if we 
could do something. We had the idea and we pitched it to them; several ladies in the church here sort of 
drew this thing up and it’s been extremely successful. This is our second year of doing it. Last year we 
didn’t do a Christmas program because we started right after Christmas. But, if you’re a parent here and 
you have a kid who is coming to Pinwheel, it’s a big deal to us. We take it seriously and we want to see 
them do better in school and get the help they need. All it is, like Spencer said earlier, is it is a couple of 
days a week where we are tutoring these kids. We work with their teachers, so their teachers send them 
to us with certain assignments that they need to work on, and then we communicate back with their 
teachers. It’s pretty awesome to see thirty or forty people volunteer a couple of afternoons a week to 
come up here, read to your kids, and help them with things that they are struggling with in school. And 
teachers are telling us that they are seeing awesome results in how kids are doing academically. 

So, that’s what Pinwheel is, and along the way we want to show them the love of Jesus. We 
unashamedly believe in the authority of God’s Word. We believe that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life, and there’s no other way for peace, joy, and happiness in this life. It doesn’t matter if these kids 
grow up and earn academic scholarships to the greatest institutions in the world; we want them to 
know that money won’t buy them happiness, academics won’t buy them happiness, sports won’t buy 
them happiness, marriage, sex, or relationships won’t buy them happiness, but the power of the Gospel 
of Jesus will change their hearts, change their lives, and give them what they need to live long, 
productive lives with an eternal value attached to that. 

So, tonight we are going to look at the Christmas story and then we are going to go over 
afterwards, as it was explained earlier, and we are going to eat. We believe in eating and eating good. 
So, we are going to feed you good tonight and we are going to eat real food. There aren’t going to be 
any chicken nuggets over there. We are going to eat tonight. It’s going to be good and then we are going 
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to open presents and have a big time. But, we are going to take just a few minutes and look at the 
Christmas story because that is what this is really all about. 

I’m reading from Luke 2. I’ll start at verse 8 and go down through verse 20 and we will look at 
this passage of Scripture and consider it. We believe here at Red Oak Church that the Bible is 
unashamedly, unapologetically the authoritative Word of God and we submit to it as such. So, we will 
not try to interpret something through our own values or emotions. We will simply say here is what 
God’s Word says. It has been clearly written for our good. 

This is the Word of the Lord in Luke 2:824. It says this, 
 

“And in the same country there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night.” 
 
Now, when it says “in the same country” it is talking about the same country where Jesus was 

born. So, Jesus was born in a little town called Bethlehem, which was a tiny little town. If we were going 
to compare Bethlehem to something around here we would compare it to something like Nantahala or 
something like Marble. Maybe not quite that big, but imagine that everything is squeezed into one little 
area because towns and communities wouldn’t be sprawled out like they are now because people didn’t 
have cars or electricity. There might be at a given time two, three, or four babies. If there were four 
babies that would be a lot. 

I was talking to one of our students in the youth group here who goes to Nantahala. I asked him 
how many infants there were in the Nantahala community right now and he said there were one or two 
maybe. So, this baby was born at a time when people would have known about this birth, especially 
because Jesus was born in a barn. So, people are probably talking. You know how small town people 
talk. Word gets around and you know what’s going on. This was before Facebook but that didn’t matter 
because there was still a grapevine. You don’t have to have a cell phone or Facebook to have a 
grapevine, do you? People are going to talk. 

So, people were talking and folks had heard about this. So, in that same community, this little 
bitty town called Bethlehem, right outside of it is what is called the Judean hillside or pastureland. Think 
of something like you might have seen in a picture from Scotland, and in this area there were long, 
rolling pastures. What would happen is that they would raise sheep on those pastures and the big city of 
Jerusalem was right beside Bethlehem. What is significant about that is that in the big city of Jerusalem 
they would kill and sacrifice a lot of little sheep and lambs. They would take the blood from those lambs 
and pour it out over an altar and the blood of that lamb was considered an offering or a sacrifice to God 
for the sins of the people. It took a lot of sheep because there were a lot of people. So, in this area 
around Jerusalem and outside of this little community of Bethlehem there were a bunch of sheep. 
Imagine driving through the Texas hill country where you see tons and tons of cows. Or imagine driving 
through an area where there is a lot of livestock and that is what this would have been like. There are 
sheep everywhere and you have shepherds taking care of those sheep. 

Now, it says that near that little town of Bethlehem that shepherds were abiding in the field. 
Shepherds lived in the field. They lived out in the woods and here is what that meant for shepherds. 
Shepherds were considered the lowest caste of society. Now this is kind of odd because the greatest 
king in the history of Israel was a guy named David and people loved David. David was the man. David 
was a really good king and a really good leader. Kids, y’all know the story of David and Goliath. He broke 
it down on the giant, Goliath, and smote him, which means that he beat him good—so good that he 
decided to take Goliath’s head home as a souvenir. It’s one of the most well-known stories in all of 
Scripture—this shepherd named David who would become king of Israel. So, their most beloved king 
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was a shepherd. So, it’s kind of strange that at this point all the rules have changed and shepherds are 
considered the outcasts of society. There are a couple of reasons why they were considered outcasts but 
the main one was—listen because this is crazy—they lived with the sheep 24/7 so they were considered 
unclean. In the time period that this was being written two thousand years ago, it was being written to a 
specific group of people called the Israelites or the Jews. The Jews believed that if you were going to go 
to church you had to bathe in a certain ceremonial way and you had to wear ceremonial clothes. You 
couldn’t show your elbows in church, and covered up to the neck, and covered down to the ankles. 
They’d wear sandals and their toes would poke out from under their robes. They had to dress a certain 
way, and it was ceremonial, and there were a lot of rules and regulations to how they would go to 
church. Well, shepherds couldn’t follow those rules because shepherds lived out in the field with sheep. 
They were considered unclean and dirty. They were considered uneducated and were looked down on 
by society. They were taking care of the sheep. But, isn’t it interesting that the shepherds were taking 
care of the sheep that would be killed as sacrifices for those people that would be ceremonially clean to 
go to church. There’s a lot of stuff going on here. 

So, out in the field these shepherds are taking care of these sheep and one thing we know about 
shepherds is that, for the most part, they were tough. They were pretty loyal and pretty rugged guys. 
We just hosted a hundred and forty firefighters here and I had a great time talking with some of those 
guys while they were here fighting fires. They stayed here at camp on the Snowbird property, which is 
just below us where there are cabins and stuff. A hundred and forty of them stayed here and we fed 
them three times a day. We were talking to some of those guys and they said, “This is great because at 
most fires we fight we lay on the ground for two, three, or four months straight. We get up and fight fire 
from daylight to dark and then we lay back down dirty and filthy. We don’t bathe for weeks at a time. 
We work twenty-three days straight before we are allowed to take a break.” It was crazy. They said, “We 
get to come back here and take a shower every night. It’s awesome.” I said, “It’s awesome for me, too, 
that you are taking a shower, if we are going to sit here and talk.” So, shepherds were dirty, filthy, hard 
workers. They were a good group of guys but people didn’t take them seriously. They just kind of left 
them out there in the country to do their own thing. You know, city people think country people are 
kind of goofy anyway. I think that city people need to come live in the country for a while. They’d find 
out different, you know? But that’s how cultures typically work and it’s how they see things. So, these 
shepherds are what we would call marginalized. That means that they are shoved to the margins or the 
corner edges of society and are not taken seriously. 

But Jesus’ coming into the world is going to be announced first to those people. Let’s read about 
it. Verse 9, 

 
“And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them…” 

 
My granddaddy was scared of heights and we were trying to fly somewhere one time and he 

said we were going to drive. I think it was Texas and it was a long drive, and he said, look here in Luke 
2:9, it says, “Low, the angel of the Lord.” If we want the angel to protect us we need to drive. But that 
“lo” means ‘suddenly’ or ‘presently’. 

 
“…and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 

afraid.” 
 
The Bible says that when this angel shows up to these shepherds the shepherds are really 

scared. It freaks them out. You see this a lot in Scripture, especially in the Old Testament of the Bible. 
The Bible is divided into two major parts, the Old Testament and the New Testament. The Old 
Testament makes up a large, large portion of the Bible and a lot of times in the Old Testament angels 



would appear to give a message to someone, because one of the jobs of angels in the Bible is to deliver 
messages from Jesus to people. So, an angel would show up and what would happen is that the man or 
woman that the angel would speak to would just fall out in fear. They’d fall on their face or fall on their 
backs just scared to death because angels were so overwhelming. That’s for a couple of reasons; one, 
they were large and powerful. There are a couple of scenes in the Bible where people are allowed to see 
angels that have encamped around them to go to spiritual war for them and it is overwhelming how big, 
and large, and powerful these beings are. They are created by God and they are faithful to God. Angels, 
in one sense, are like us, in that they have been created by God. But listen, let me give you some clear, 
biblical teaching. An angel is not someone who used to be a human who died and went to Heaven and 
then became your guardian angel. Angels were created by God with a purpose and a passion to glorify 
God. Their purpose is primarily twofold; to give messages from the throne of God and to fight in defense 
of the advance of God’s plan and purposes for history. So, angels are warrior messengers. They are 
powerful. 

Last night, we were riding around. We had me, and my mom, and my two youngest kids. My two 
youngest kids are adopted from another country and everything is still new and kind of crazy. So, we 
were driving around looking at Christmas lights over toward Asheville. We went over there Christmas 
shopping yesterday and we were driving around the Biltmore community. We were guessing, “How 
much do you think that house cost?” Like we had a clue. We’d say, “I think that one is a million 
dollars….I think that one is two million.” The lights were displayed and it was awesome. Then, there was 
this nativity scene with Mary, and Joseph, and little baby Jesus, and there was this really pasty little girl 
angel, with her hands kind of folded and peeking into the manger. I thought, “I wouldn’t be scared of 
her.” I’d be a little creeped out if she showed up—you know what I’m saying? It would creep me out if I 
was taking care of my sheep and all of a sudden that lady was standing there.  

But, the Bible says, “They were sore afraid.” That means they freaked out by the appearance of 
one angel. Why? Because that angel has just left the very presence of God. The Bible tells us in Isaiah 6 
that angels hover around the throne of God day and night and they say, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God 
Almighty. The whole Earth is filled with His glory.” These are beings created by God to worship God. 
They are messengers from the throne of God, they are warriors from the throne of God, but most 
importantly they are faithful worshippers of God who have never sinned against Him. And God sends 
this angel to these shepherds to make this announcement. 

Verse 10, 
 

“And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
 
The angel said, “Don’t freak out. I have good news for you.” That word for “good tidings,” if we 

looked at this in the original language, which was Greek, is the word that we get ‘Gospel’ from. He says, 
“Don’t freak out. I’m getting ready to tell you the Gospel, which is the good news that God is coming to 
save people from their sins. So, don’t freak out. This is a good moment. This is a happy time. This is 
going to bring a lot of people joy.” 

I can tell you right now. I got saved when I was nineteen years old. I met Jesus and it was the 
most joyful experience of my life. It’s been hard at times. Following Jesus is not easy. It’s difficult but it’s 
worth the fight and you have the power you need to fight and pursue Christ. 

Listen to what the angel says, 
 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord.” 
 



I’ll read that verse again. 
 

“For unto you is born this day…” 
 
There are four things about Jesus in this verse. In this little bitty verse there are four things 

about Jesus. 
 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David…” 
 
The first thing about this baby is that He is a son of David. We said earlier that David was a king 

who had lived about a thousand years before this was written. So, a thousand years before this, David 
was king and God said to David, “There are going to be descendants that come down from your blood 
line and eventually your people are going to go into bondage and slavery, and they are going to be 
captive, but I’m going to raise up from your bloodline someone who is going to bring salvation.” So, the 
Messiah, the Savior of the world, the God-man, would have to be in the line of David. 

So, the angel says, “in the city of David a descendant of David is being born today.” That’s the 
first thing he says about Jesus and then he says, 

 
“…a Saviour…” 

 
The word ‘savior’ means deliverer. Sometimes we say, “So-and-so got saved,” or “Have you ever 

been saved?” That’s not just Bible-belt talk or church talk. That’s Scripture. The Bible says that if we call 
on the name of the Lord we will be saved. So, what has happened is that the Savior has come. Listen, 
church. Listen. We live in a society where people look all around for what we would call functional 
saviors. People look to drugs, they look to substances, they look to sex, they look to money, they look to 
food, they look to work, and status. People look around trying to find something that will save them 
from the condition they live their lives in, and the only thing that will save us from the condition we live 
our lives in is Jesus. Amen? The blood of Jesus cleanses us from unrighteousness and gives us salvation. 
So, Jesus is the Savior. You may be ten, twenty, forty, sixty, eighty years old, and you’re saying, “I’m not 
getting it. I don’t have joy. I feel like I’m in bondage.” That’s because you are in bondage if Jesus hasn’t 
saved and delivered you. Because the Bible says in Romans 6 that we are slaves to sin until we meet 
Jesus. He’s the Savior. He’s the Deliverer. 

 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ…” 

 
The word ‘Christ’ means ‘Messiah’ or ‘Anointed One.’ Going all the way back for thousands of 

years it had been prophesied or promised that He was going to come and now He has come. 
 

“…the Lord.” 
 
And the word ‘Lord’ means ‘boss man.’ He’s the boss-God, King of kings, and Lord of lord. He’s 

not a little ‘g’ god. There are a bunch of gods and He’s not just one of them. He’s the capital ‘L’ Lord, the 
capital ‘G’ God, the capital ‘K’ King. He is the King at whose feet every other king will bow and confess 
His authority and His lordship. He’s King of kings and Lord of lords, and that King, that God, that Lord, is 
right now, the angel tells them, a little baby laying not far from here. What a moment in history! 

 
“And this shall be a sign unto you;…” 

 



He’s going to give them a sign. 
 

“Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” 
 
A lot of times, people want a sign. “God, give me a sign. Am I supposed to change jobs? Am I 

supposed to move? Should I marry this person? Give me a sign.” A lot of times people want fireworks in 
the sky, or a shooting star, or writing on the wall. Man, that stuff would freak you out if it happened. Do 
you know what? Typically God speaks in a still, small voice, and He speaks to us through His Word, and 
He moves and stirs in our hearts. So, walking with the Lord, God is going to give us affirmation and 
surety of things. 

So, the angel says they are going to find this baby wrapped in swaddling cloths. I want you to 
imagine that these shepherds are thinking, “Okay, so we are looking for a baby, and it’s going to be 
wrapped in baggy cloth things, and…I’m sorry, did you say laying in a feeding trough?” Michael Higdon is 
here tonight. He’s a cattleman. I’m thinking that this is the equivalent of the angel showing up and 
saying, “Hey, go down there to Higdon’s farm and you will find the Messiah laying down there in a 
feeding trough; one of those big, black plastic ones with a metal frame. Worship Him.” That would be a 
test of your faith, wouldn’t it? You’d be like, “What? Are you sure? Okay?” But, this angel is speaking so 
we are listening, right? I’m not going to argue with this dude. I’m not going to say, “No.” I’m going to 
say, “Yes sir! Whatever you say, sir!” 

Here is what the angel is saying about the sign. Jesus has come in humility. Don’t go look for a 
king on a throne. Because here is what we can say about Jesus. Jesus, at this point, is anointed to be 
King of all the Earth. But listen, He has not yet been appointed to be King of all the Earth. That day is 
coming and that will be the next time He shows up, when He rides in and takes over, and for all of 
eternity He establishes a kingdom that will never end. He will sit on a throne, and from that throne we 
will not need the sunshine and we won’t need the moonlight, because the radiant glory of Jesus from 
the throne is going to shine forever, and ever, and ever, and ever, and it’s never going to be sunny and 
it’s never going to be dark; it’s just going to be radiant glory coming from the face of the One who came 
to save us from our sins. That’s Jesus. But, for right now, He’s humble. He’s lying in a manger. He’s lying 
in a feed trough. He’s wrapped up in clothes. He’s a baby and He needs His mama to dress Him and 
change His diaper. He’s laying down there googling, looking at His own fist, and going, “What in the 
world is that?,” because He humbled himself and became a human. One commentator said, “He’s not 
sitting there going ‘I’ve got these people fooled. They think I’m just spazzing out like every other little kid 
but look at the creation that I made, my hand.’” No, He’s completely humbled by becoming a baby. He 
has to have someone wrap Him up so He doesn’t get cold. He has to have somebody change His diaper 
and feed Him. The God of the universe has submitted himself to becoming a baby. 

Now watch this. So far there has been one angel. 
 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 
 
How many angels showed up now? Here is my theory—all of them. It’s not like any are going to 

miss it. It’s not like there was that one lazy angel, Harold. You know the song, “Hark, Harold the angel 
sings”? I’m just kidding. Harold is like, “What? Nobody told me it was today. I have a punch-list of stuff I 
have got to get done today. Look y’all, I’m going to sit this one out.” No, man, this happens once in all of 
eternity, that God becomes man. They all went, I guarantee it. 

Look, I’ve seen the Northern Lights more than once. If you know what the Northern Lights are 
but you’ve never seen them, I don’t even know if you can plan it. We were up north hunting and I was 



like, “Hey, Muggs, what’s that? Is it an alien invasion?” No, it’s the Northern Lights. I don’t know what it 
is. I’m not going to try to explain to y’all what the Northern Lights are but they are fantastic. And the two 
times I saw them they were different. One time it was kind of rainbow looking, with colors coming out of 
the sky. The other time it was just this massive glow coming from the north. We were up in Canada 
hunting and it was crazy. 

Look, if one angel freaked them out, imagine that the sky has just filled and it is no longer night. 
From horizon to horizon there is an angelic host proclaiming that God has become man. And why has He 
done that? For you and for me. We can’t save ourselves. It’s impossible for man to save himself. We 
need a Savior; and a Savior big enough to save you from your past, your addiction, your brokenness, is a 
Savior big enough to need that kind of an entry. When He shows up, the host of Heaven stops and says, 
“We should sing right now. That’s what we should do.” They sang, 

 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

 
Peace. Peace. We were driving around looking at Christmas lights last night. Mom said, “Look at 

that over there….”Peace.” And I was looking for the word “peace” in lights but it was the hippy peace 
sign. You know what I mean? I said, “No, that won’t do it. That kind of peace doesn’t exist.” The peace of 
God passes our understanding. Man cannot create this kind of peace. You have disruptive tendencies in 
your life. You have brokenness in your life. You have hurt, and pain, and you can’t sleep at night, and 
you need substance to get you to sleep, and you need substance to get you awake, and you struggle 
day, to day, to day with the decisions you made in the past, and you live with guilt, and you question the 
goodness of God, and you question His ability to forgive you. Let me tell you something—Jesus Christ 
came to seek and to save the lost and so that His peace that passes understanding can rest on your life, 
through the power and the blood of Jesus.  

 
“…peace, good will toward men.” 

 
Now, watch what happens. 
 

“And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, ‘Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing 
which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.’ 16 And they came with 
haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.” 
 
They were running, and climbing fences, and they were going barn to barn, rattling doors, and 

opening stalls, and they found this baby, with His mama and daddy, laying in a manger. 
 

“And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this child.” 
 
Listen, if you are a Christian, listen. This right here is the Gospel mandate. “Come and see—Go 

and tell.” The angels say to the shepherds, “Come and see this thing,” so they go and see it. And when 
they leave they go and tell. As a Christian, you don’t just come and see Christ. You don’t just come and 
taste Christ. You don’t just come and get a little dose of Jesus. Once you get it, it radically changes you. It 
saves you. It wrecks your life, then builds you up, and makes you a new creation. Then you go and tell. 
You can’t help but proclaim this kind of news. 

Now, listen. Verse 18, 
 



“And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by 
the shepherds.” 
 
Everybody is hearing about this. Everybody is like, “Whoa, that’s crazy!” But—it doesn’t say that 

everybody got it. It doesn’t say everybody received it. It doesn’t say everybody got saved. It doesn’t say 
everybody worshipped the baby. They were like, “Whoa, that’s crazy!” But, for some people that is as 
far as it went. You see, a lot of people hear it. A lot of people are interested or allured a little bit. Many 
people are drawn to the Gospel message and intrigued by Christianity. Maybe you are here tonight and 
that’s you. You’ve heard it and it interests you but you’ve not responded the way that Christ intends for 
you to respond, which is to confess Him as Lord, and repent of your sin, and say, “I need you, Jesus. Save 
me.” 

But Mary responded a different way. Verse 19, 
 

“But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.” 
 
You have three reactions to the Christ child. Mary is just thinking and waiting, determined to see 

what God is going to do through this baby. One of my favorite moments in Scripture is one that my wife, 
Little, and I were talking about recently. It came up at our youth meeting last Wednesday night. What 
was Mary pondering? What was the hope she had? That this little baby was going to grow up and get an 
academic scholarship or change the world by winning the Nobel Peace Prize? No, it’s that this baby is 
going to grow up and she knows that the Messianic prophecies are that this child will die for His people. 
She’s thinking, “I’ve just given birth to the first martyr. I’ve just given birth to One who will die for the sin 
of His people.” She’s pondering and thinking, “How is it that this baby who depends on me for 
everything…” She is feeding this child from her body and yet He is the Savior of the world. Because, one 
of the great mysteries in all of humanity is that God became man and didn’t quit being God in the 
process. But somehow He fully embraced humanity and became human. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses—they got it wrong. The Mormons—they got it wrong. What they teach 
is heresy when it comes to the God-man, because Jesus Christ was fully God and fully man, two in one. 
He cannot just be man or He’s incapable of saving us from our sin. He can’t just be God or He’s incapable 
of being tempted by our sin. He entered into the full human experience. He emptied himself and 
humbled himself and took your place and my place. He beat the sin we couldn’t beat. He went to the 
cross and died in our place. That’s not heresy—that’s Gospel. That’s not questionable—that’s what 
Scripture teaches. Mary is pondering that and you’d better believe that as a mama she is thinking about 
those things deeply. 

 
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that 

they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.” 
 
My prayer is that this week that we will glorify and praise God for all that this season means. Not 

because we are going to eat some good food next Sunday for Christmas, or open presents, or whatever. 
I’m excited about that. I hope I get a present. I have put my order in for some bedroom slippers. I feel 
like I’ve reached the genuine, adult male, stage of life. I have officially asked for bedroom slippers. Next 
year I may go so far out on a limb that I’ll say I want a bathrobe. I wouldn’t wear it because I’d get hot. 
My house is like a hundred degrees because everybody else gets cold. I walk around without a shirt on, 
but with a bathrobe I could stand outside. Who knows, maybe I’ll get a pipe. I’m becoming a mature, 
middle-aged, man. But you know what? Christmas ain’t about what I’m going to get under the tree, is it? 
It’s about “Come and see—Go and tell.” The shepherds returned, glorifying God. 



I hope that this week at work and at home—listen, if you are a parent—we are a young 
congregation and we have a lot of visitors tonight—if you are a parent, the most important thing you 
can do this week is walk through the Christmas story and read the Word of God. And that’s true all 
twelve months out of the year. Read the Bible to your sons and daughters and it will change their lives. 
The Gospel alone can save them and change them.  

I’ll close with this and then we will sing a couple of songs before we go eat. If you don’t know 
Jesus, the invitation is open to you tonight. Come and see. Come and receive. Receive the peace of God 
that passes understanding. Right there in your seat you can confess Christ as Lord, believe in your heart, 
turn from your sin, and give your life to Jesus, and He will save you. Amen? He will save you. 

As a nineteen year old I was on the side of a mountain, wandering around, drifting and 
searching, and just walking and asking hard questions, and God came and met me where I was and 
saved me. He will meet you right where you are. If you need to talk to a pastor we are here for you. Pick 
a bald guy and you will get it right. We will pray with you and help you to understand what it is to follow 
Jesus. Make sure you have a copy of this, God’s Word. Come and see so that you can go and tell. Let’s 
raise our kids in this Gospel, in this truth, so that this will be joy for all people. Amen. I’ll pray and we will 
sing. 

God,	I	pray	that	you	will	bless	the	food	that	we	will	eat	later.	I	pray	that	you	will	bless	the	
time	that	we	sing	songs	to	you	right	now.	I	pray	that	you	would	help	the	Christmas	story	take	root	
in	our	hearts	and	minds	so	that	it	makes	sense	to	us.	I	pray	that	we	would	understand	that	you	are	a	
God	who	asks	no	man’s	permission	but	you	save	according	to	your	righteousness	and	your	divine,	
powerful	plan.	God,	there	are	people	in	this	church	tonight;	I	know	that	every	week	we	step	through	
these	doors	that	there	are	people	here	who	are	hurting,	and	they	are	looking	to	other	things	in	this	
world	to	be	their	functional	savior.	But,	you	alone	can	save	and	you	alone	can	rescue	us	from	our	
own	personal	hell	and	from	an	eternal	Hell	of	judgment	and	condemnation,	and	give	us	freedom,	
and	righteousness,	and	salvation,	and	hope.	I	love	you	and	I	thank	you	for	your	Word	that	is	without	
error	and	that	is	authoritative	for	our	lives.	I	thank	you	that	two	thousand	years	ago	that	angels	
made	a	declarative	statement	to	a	group	of	roughnecks	out	on	the	side	of	a	mountain;	a	bunch	of	
hillbillies	taking	care	of	animals.	You	chose,	when	you	came	into	this	world,	to	go	to	the	lowest	of	
men,	and	in	that	you	made	a	statement	that	we	can	hold	onto—that	no	one	is	too	low	that	Christ	
didn’t	come	to	save	them	and	nobody	is	high	enough	that	they	didn’t	need	saving.	So,	you	are	the	
Savior	for	all	mankind	and	I	thank	you	for	that.	I	pray	that	tonight	that	you	would	move	in	our	
hearts	and	that	we	would	respond	as	you	would	have	us	to	respond.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
We have a kid’s church and nursery. We meet every Sunday at six except next week. Next week, 

since Christmas is falling on Sunday, we are actually having a Christmas Eve service. So, it will be this 
coming Saturday at 6pm. So, please come and join us. 

What we will do here in just a minute is that I’m going to pray over our meal so that when we go 
over to the other building that we can just go ahead and get food, and eat, and enjoy hanging out. What 
we will do is walk down to what we just call the metal building. It’s the green building as you are walking 
down the road on the left. So, collect any kids that you have downstairs and you can head that way. 
There will be a salad bar set up on one side of the building and on the other end there is a set of two 
doors. Go through the far door and there will be ham, and turkey, and sweet potato casserole, rolls, and 
vegetables for your kids, and all kinds of pies. Where is Zach? There is about a hundred percent chance 
that we prepared way too much food, which is still a win because we have to-go boxes. So, before you 
leave, fill up a couple of those and it will be an awesome week of remembering the goodness of ham 
and turkey. 



During supper, basically while we are eating, Cara Jones will be calling out by grade. Some of 
your kids are in childcare right now or over in kids’ church. When their grade is called, that’s when they 
will go over and get their present. They will be able to receive that and open it up and it will all be good. 
Then, we will just hang out and fellowship until we are done doing that. Then, Red Oak Church 
members, please hang back until we are done and you can help clean up, because everyone from 
Snowbird will be gone until after Christmas. 

What I’ll do, is I’ll read a passage of Scripture and then I’ll pray over our supper and then we will 
go eat. This is from Jude and it says this in verse 24, 

 
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless 

before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 25 To the only wise God our Saviour, 
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.” 
 
Lord	Jesus,	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	give	us	an	awesome	time	of	fellowship	and	getting	to	

know	one	another.	I	pray	that	we	would	exalt	you	in	our	conversations.	I	thank	you	for	this	food	
that	you’ve	provided	for	us	and	I	pray	it	would	be	a	great	time	and	that	you	would	be	glorified,	
Christ,	and	that	you	would	be	seen	and	that	you	would	draw	us	to	yourself.	In	Christ’s	name,	Amen.
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Luke 2:22-52 
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That was a good couple of songs to start off with. One of the things that we always want to be 
faithful to do at Red Oak is keep our focus on the Lord and those were songs that do that. I did want to 
point out a couple of folks who are here tonight. One of the things that I love about this church is the 
transient nature of it. A lot of our people are in and out and we have people who really see this as their 
church home but they can’t live in this area or they are on the mission field. We have a lot of people we 
are partnering with overseas. Katie Cousins25 is here and the Lord has given her the opportunity to play 
soccer. A lot of you guys know that she plays at the University of Tennessee. But Katie, also, has been 
given the opportunity by God to play on the Under 20 Women’s National Team. They just got back from 
the World Cup. A year-and-a-half ago, Katie and I sat and talked about what an amazing opportunity the 
Lord has given to her to go into that dark world. The world of elite athletics is typically a fairly dark 
world. So she sees that as a ministry field and as a place where God can use her, and I’m going to tell 
you what, I was FaceTiming with her about every three days, with people she was sharing Christ with, 
and reading the Bible with, and it was just awesome. The Lord gave them favor. They didn’t win the cup 
but they were pretty successful and it was a great experience. So, she’s with us tonight and she really 
does see this as home. She’s like my other kid. She’s at our house a lot and we love her. It’s cool that 
she’s here. A lot of you knew what was going on and were keeping up with it. 

Tabitha is here and Jake is now engaged to Tabitha. They will be wed and that’s exciting. It is just 
awesome to see the Lord’s faithfulness in different areas in our church body. That’s a relationship that 
we’ve prayed for, and we’ve watched the Lord move, and we are excited for their future. It’s going to be 
awesome. 

The last thing I want to point out is that several of our ladies are out at the ski slopes tonight. 
Probably twenty of our people are over there leading a group of students with Snowbird. Meadow and 
Amanda are here, and as you know they spent late summer and fall there and just got back recently. 
They were in (an undisclosed location) where we have had long-term ties to that team in that city. That’s 
where Carol Ellis served and it’s where Lena served before her. We’ve been over there and we are really 
committed to that part of the world. So, these ladies are here and they are back. This is home for them, 
at least for this season. Praise the Lord for His faithfulness in that endeavor. 

We believe God has the power to save and we believe that God is sovereign in salvation. We 
believe salvation is the work of God, not of man. We are a church that unapologetically stands on the 
authority of God’s saving power, not on the futility of man’s works or ability to earn God’s favor. So, we 
send people to the nations and into different avenues, and domains, and areas, believing that they take 
a Gospel that can save and that we serve a God who will save people from any circumstances and 
backgrounds. He does so by His own authority. He doesn’t ask anybody’s permission. God doesn’t ask 
people, “Hey, can I save this person?” or “Hey, can I save you?” He authoritatively rescues dead people 
from the death and slavery of sin that they are in. So, we want to always be on mission as a church. That 
is a call to action for us. We are called to action because of how we view God and how we recognize 
God. We see Him as not just Creator and Sustainer, but as Savior. Amen? God is not just Creator and 
Sustainer but He is also Savior. 

So, tonight’s text is going to be real helpful in giving us clarity. One of the things we talked about 
in the introduction to the Book of Luke is that we are going to see a lot of stories. We already met quite 
a few people. Think about the people who we have been able to look into their lives—the shepherds, 
and Mary and Joseph, and John the Baptizer’s parents, this country preacher, Zechariah, and his wife, 
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Elizabeth. We’ve learned about these people and we’ve seen sides of their lives that really realized them 
to us. One of the things we do as pastors of Red Oak is that we pray that as a church that we will always 
be on mission to reach people. People matter. We serve a God who loves people. We serve a God who 
looks at the broken condition of the world and says that the world is fallen and is under dominion to 
slavery and to sin. We see the question of evil in the world, and the question of brokenness in the world, 
and you look around and you say, “What’s wrong with the world?” We are not the ones who are stuck 
with no answer. We have the only answer. What’s wrong with the world is that there is a sin problem. 
The world is broken and evil is real and we serve a God who has invaded that broken world with His 
holiness. He has invaded that darkness with His light. And He is the hope of salvation for all people.  

So, we open the story tonight and we are going to continue to meet individual people. I love this 
because I love people’s stories and I love seeing God move in people’s lives. One of the things I have 
loved about getting to know people at Red Oak, and there are still some of you I don’t know well yet and 
I’m excited to get to know you, but I love hearing people’s stories. It’s the Gospel story at work in your 
life and then the Lord chooses to use that to display himself in a way so that others can literally be 
drawn to Him. So, let’s dig right in. 

We sang about great is our Lord and great are you God. We are singing about God and we are 
also singing to God. We are singing doctrinally faithful things. But, now we are going to look at individual 
people. We are going to look at people. 

Luke 2:21. This is a lengthy portion of Scripture tonight. 
 

“And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus.” 
 
The humanity of this child is that He is given a name. That name means “savior.” Literally, He is 

the Savior. 
 

“…the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.” 
 
It is also interesting that Luke points out that He was circumcised. Why would they do that? 

Well, circumcision was something that under the Law was instructed by God that Jewish people were to 
take part in. So, Jews were to be circumcised. Now, here’s what’s interesting. Several decades later, the 
Apostle Paul would write and say that circumcision is of no value. So, Jesus comes along and He does 
away with certain aspects of the Law by fulfilling them perfectly. Here’s what that means. There were 
certain things that, before Jesus came into the world, people were expected to do in terms of how they 
worshipped Jesus. Those things served a purpose that no longer needed to be served once Jesus came 
into the world. Once Jesus came into the world He fulfilled the Law to perfection, but He came in under 
the Law. So, Jesus comes into the world and He submits to the Law. He submits to circumcision. Even in 
that act what you have is this infant child having His own blood shed. Again, it’s this vivid, descriptive 
picture of the fact that God has become human flesh. He’s become human flesh and He comes into the 
world under the Law and He does this according to the Law; this eight day purification. 

When a child is born in our culture, he’s circumcised within a day or two because he and his 
mom are going home. We get mamas and babies home as quickly as possible if there are no problems. 
But this was a process and eight days was a Jewish tradition. So, Jesus was circumcised according to 
Jewish law. Then, it says, 

 
“And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, 

they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law 
of the Lord, ‘Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’) 24 and 



to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.’” 
 
What happens next is that time lapses and we move on to about five or six weeks later. Now, 

there’s another ceremonial act and His parents, who are faithful Jews, bring Him to the Temple. Again, 
these are all things that they are doing in obedience to a Law that Jesus is going to fulfill and do away 
with. But, you see His adherence and obedience to the Jewish Law, the ceremonial Law, the Mosaic Law 
that God had given. So, if you take your Bible and you read the oldest portions of Scripture in the Old 
Testament—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—those books were written about 
the oldest season and period in history that we have recorded, and in that time period God gave man a 
Law. And here is what the Bible tells us in Galatians; that Law is a series of commands from God that will 
guide people throughout history until the time that Jesus comes into the world. Then, when Jesus comes 
into the world people then look to Jesus and follow in obedience to the Lord Jesus. So, when we become 
Christians, the Bible tells us in the Gospel of John, when we choose to follow Jesus, we submit our lives 
to Christ, and Jesus says, “If you are following me then you will obey me.” So, our adherence as 
Christians and our obedience as Christians is to Jesus. And, oftentimes, in obeying Jesus we find that we 
are obeying the same thing that the Law said back in the old days, it’s just that now we are obeying this 
Savior called Jesus who has completed to perfection all the works of the Law. So, Jesus is showing us, 
even in His infancy, that He is going to fulfil and perfect the Law. 

Now, there are a couple of things to notice. One is to notice that there was a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons that were going to be given. This was the offering of dedication for a child of poor 
people. So, if you had wealth or you could afford it there were other animals you would give. Think if 
you have ever seen an infant baptism. We are not of the paedobaptist tradition at this church. We are of 
the credobaptist26 tradition here. Here’s what that means. We don’t baptize babies. We baptize people 
post-conversion. The traditions that baptize babies would be Presbyterian denominations or Methodist 
denominations. What they are doing is dedicating that baby at infancy or at birth. What we may be most 
familiar with is a dedication type of ceremony where we take that child when he or she is born and we 
dedicate that child to the Lord. We say, “Lord, take this child and have him (or have her) and do great 
things with this child.” What you have is the old covenant way of dedicating a baby. The “first child to 
open the womb”, or the firstborn, would be brought to the Temple several weeks after birth and an 
offering would be made for that child. It would be a consecration and dedication. If people were poor 
they would get a couple of pigeons or turtledoves and they would sacrifice those birds. 

Here’s an interesting note. I heard one pastor say that he thinks that the wise men have not yet 
shown up. Because after the wise men showed up Jesus’ family had gold, and frankincense, and myrrh, 
and these were very expensive gifts. So, probably, at this point, they were still living in poverty in a 
home close by. It’s an interesting thought. But, they’re a poor family. Jesus was born into poverty. He 
grew up in an impoverished community. Not just His family was poor but everybody was poor. They 
were under Roman rule where people were taxed and stressed. Particularly the Jewish people were 
disdained by the Romans. Jesus comes to those who are marginalized by others, and hated by others, 
and despised by others. Those were the people Jesus goes to. If He showed up today, He’d hang out 
with prostitutes and drug addicts. He’d be in bars and in the slums and ghettos of our society. He’d go to 
small towns and deal with people who are hooked on pills and meth and He would free them from that 
because He has the authority to do so. That’s the type of ministry that Jesus lived out in His earthly 
period of life. So, what you have is Jesus coming into this impoverished place, and this poor family, and 
they are following and adhering to the Law, and they are making this sacrifice of dedication. 
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Then, we are going to meet our first new character in the story. Verse 25, 
 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man 
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him.” 
 
You will see the Holy Spirit throughout the life and ministry of Jesus. The Holy Spirit conceives 

Him in the womb of Mary and now we see the Holy Spirit there at the dedication of the baby Jesus. We 
see the Holy Spirit at Jesus’ baptism, we see the Holy Spirit lead Jesus into the wilderness to attack Satan 
in the temptation that Satan would bring, so the presence of the Holy Spirit was a constant theme. The 
Temple is a constant theme. They are at the Temple. We are going to see Jesus constantly going to the 
Temple. The Holy Spirit is at work. So, you have a lot of these things being set up for the life of Jesus. 

 
“And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 

before he had seen the Lord's Christ.” 
 
So, the Spirit of God had said to this man, “You are not going to die until you see the Messiah.” 

How do you know if a guy has received a legitimately prophetic word? If it comes true. How do you 
know if a person is a legitimate prophet? If what they say actually happens. So, we know that the word 
that Simeon received from the Lord is a real word from the Lord. How do we know it? Because it 
happened. He didn’t die. Was he an old guy? We don’t know. Was he a young guy? We don’t know. We 
just know that at some point the Lord told this man. Who was this guy? He was just a dude. I’m telling 
you, one of the things that I love about Luke is that we are going to meet all these people. They are just 
dudes, and ladies, and men, and women—just people. Simeon was nobody special other than the fact 
that he was righteous and devout. He loved the Lord with all of his heart and he anticipated the coming 
of the Messiah. 

 
“And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 

child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his 
arms and blessed God and said,” 
 
Now, listen to this blessing that he says over Jesus. 
 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation…” 

 
What’s he doing? He’s confessing Jesus as Lord. The first people that meet Jesus confess Him as 

Lord. Even as an infant, He is being recognized as the Savior of the world by this man who is righteous, 
and devout, and who is being led by the Spirit of God. 

Let me tell you something, church. When someone comes to faith in Jesus they do so by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus would say at one point to His disciples, “Flesh and blood has not revealed 
to you who I am.” The Spirit of God has done this. You are praying for a lost co-worker, or a lost parent, 
or a lost family member. It will be by the work and the power of the Holy Spirit that that person comes 
to faith in Jesus, not because they somehow intellectually figure it out. Look back in your own life to 
when Jesus came into your world, and the Spirit of God arrested your conscience, gave you clarity, you 
were able to see with vision you had never seen with before, you were able to hear with ears you had 
never had before, and you were able to think with a mind you had never thought with before. This 



happens to intellectuals and simple-minded people. This happens to children, and college professors, 
and rocket scientists. The power of God is not about what a person can figure out; it’s about the Holy 
Spirit showing up in somebody’s life and revealing truth to them in a way that they can receive it and 
then empowering them to receive it. The Bible tells us in the book of Titus that He then washes them 
with rebirth and renewal by the power of His Holy Spirit and the word of the Gospel. 

What you have is Simeon confessing by the power of the Holy Spirit that Jesus is Lord. You can’t 
debate somebody into salvation. The Spirit of God has to move in their conscience, and their conviction, 
and their heart, and their mind. 

It’s a powerful moment. He says, 
 

“…that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,…” 
 
This is sort of earthshaking for the Jewish people right here, because he says, “all peoples,” and 

then he says, 
 

“…a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 
The Israelites, the Jews, have been waiting on a Messiah. Simeon is like, “This is your guy, right 

here.” The glory of God has come down. The angels sang it and declared it, the shepherds received it, 
the kings from afar came to worship, and Simeon says right here, “This is the light of Israel. This is Jesus. 
This is the Messiah. This is the Savior.” But guess what else? The Gentiles are now going to have a 
Savior. This is not a Jewish thing. There is a new Israel. There’s a new Son. There’s a new Church. There’s 
a new Body. So, the salvation of the world literally comes through this child. It’s no longer that just the 
Jews follow the Law and if you want to be saved then you have to become a practicing Jew who follows 
the Law. No, people cannot get to God. He has come down to us. He transcends culture, and language, 
and skin color, and gender, and academic and educational accomplishments and achievements. He 
transcends income ranges. It doesn’t matter who you are and what you’ve done or who your family is or 
was. None of that matters. He’s the Savior of the world. He has come to save us. 

So, Simeon, prophetically speaks this over Jesus, 
 

“And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him.” 
 
Now, Simeon turns to Mary, Jesus’ mother, and he says, 
 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that is opposed.” 
 
Let me read that again, 
 

“…the fall and rising of many in Israel…” 
 
What’s he talking about? Were people going to receive this Savior? Yeah. Were people going to 

reject Him? Yeah. Were people going to be killed and martyred for their faith in this Savior? Yeah. Were 
people going to be condemned because of their rejection of this Savior? Yeah. Jesus will say at one point 
in the book of John, chapter 3, that God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world 
because the world is condemned already. Jesus came to save the world. But those who reject Him will 
go into condemnation based on their own responsibility of having rejected the truth that God has 



revealed to them. The Bible tells us in Romans 1 that God has not left anyone with an excuse. He has 
revealed enough of himself to all people that nobody has an excuse. Nobody is going to be able to stand 
before God and say, “You didn’t show me enough.” God’s going to look and say, “Did you look at the 
sky? At some point you should have hit ‘pause’ and gone, ‘Wow!!’” Because the heavens declare the 
glory of God. Did you ever have an afflicted conscience? Because the Bible tells us in Romans 3 that the 
conscience of man, stirring him to know right from wrong, is evidence that he has been created in God’s 
image. Nobody has an excuse. Does that mean that people who worship the stars go to Heaven because 
they worship the one thing that they can see? No, that’s not what it means, because the Word of God 
also tells us in Romans 1 that certain people exchanged creation for the Creator. What it means is that 
we don’t have an excuse. Nobody has an excuse. Jesus has come to save all people, but the rising of 
those of us who have come to receive the Gospel will be because of the same exact thing that brings 
down condemnation on the heads of those who reject it. One Gospel—one message—saves and 
condemns. To reject it is to face condemnation. To receive it is to have salvation. That’s why we 
proclaim the Gospel—because people are locked up under condemnation and they need Jesus.  

And Simeon looks at Mary and says, “Your Boy—I know that you know, but let me just explain to 
you what’s going to happen. People are going to go from death to life because of Him. People are going 
to leave their addiction behind. They are going to leave their slavery to sin behind. They are going to be 
released from bondage. They are going to leave generations, and generations, and generations of 
bondage and slavery to sin. They are going to leave it and they are going to come out of death and into 
life. And do you know what else, Mary? Because of your Son, people are going to spend eternity locked 
up in condemnation, because they reject the one Savior that God has sent into the world.” 

 There is not a second plan. There’s not a JV team. It’s not like, here’s Jesus and He’s the 
Messiah but we will send a good angel and he will head up the JVs, and some of you can get to 
purgatory if you follow him. That’s not a real thing. Some people made that up to make money off of 
people who couldn’t read the Bible. Have you ever heard of purgatory, young people? Purgatory is a 
made up belief that when you die you go to a kind of hangout place. It’s a little bit warm and always 
uncomfortable. I always picture purgatory being where you are a little bit warm, a little bit hungry, a 
little bit cranky and crotchety, and you are hoping that someone back on Earth pays enough money to 
the Church to get you into Heaven. That is what we call heresy. It’s a demonic teaching that takes away 
from the authority of Jesus. Because a person who goes from death to life by the power of the Gospel—
boom! He’s going to be with Jesus when he dies. And one who rejects Jesus is going to spend eternity in 
separation from God and under the wrath of God. In fact, Jesus tells His disciples and those listed in 
another account in the Gospels, that those who reject and don’t obey will die under the wrath of God. 
They will, in fact, be children of wrath. 

So Simeon says, “Mary, some are going to rise and some are going to fall. Some are going to 
receive and some are going to reject.” If you’re a Christian, you are so because of the electing power of a 
sovereign God. But those who die without Jesus cannot blame anyone, but they will take and receive 
responsibility for having rejected the Gospel. That’s it. Nobody can say, “God didn’t choose to save me.” 
You can’t do it. 

 
“…for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” 

 
I want you to think about this. How opposed is Christianity in the world today? It’s very 

opposed, isn’t it? Isn’t it interesting that within weeks—think back, those of you who are old enough, to 
the attacks on 9/11. From that day until now, anything that’s been done in the name of radical Islam 
(I’m not getting up here talking about radical Islam), think how our culture and our society wants to 
soften that, and excuse it, and say, “Wait, wait, wait…it’s not really…” Does Christianity enjoy that type 
of receptivity by the world around us? Absolutely not. There’s complete intolerance for those of us who 



preach that Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life, and that no one comes to the Father except through 
Him. Complete intolerance. Should we fight for tolerance? No. We should expect it, because in John 15, 
Jesus says, “Know this—the world hates me and they are going to hate you.” They are going to hate you. 
People are obstinate toward the Christian faith. That’s not a random thing. You know what? We just 
came through Christmas. Do you know who I don’t believe in? Santa Claus. Do you know who I don’t 
hate? Santa Claus. Isn’t it interesting that people who reject Jesus as Savior and Lord hate those of us 
who receive Him and accept Him? Why? 

 
“…for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” 

 
The world will always be in opposition to the Gospel, because darkness hates light. 
We were at deer camp this week and several of us were camped out. We were sitting around 

and it was cold, and we were huddled up to the fire, and it was awesome. We had such a good week and 
I had a couple of my kids with me. Several times, people’s headlamps kept hitting me in the face. I was 
getting agitated. There’s a reason they put that little hinge on there. They don’t put it on there so you 
can see your feet, they put it so that you can avoid putting your light in people’s eyes. Turn that thing 
away from my face. Why? Because light is offensive, isn’t it? Isn’t it? Nobody wants light shining in their 
face. But now, if you get on the other side of that light and you are in darkness, and you need to make 
your way, that light is your friend.  

What Simeon is saying is that there are those who are opposed because the light of the Gospel 
is going to shine in the face of darkness and evil, and it’s going to be offensive. And there are those who 
are going to get behind it and the light of the Gospel is going to open up to them what they could not 
see apart from it. 

 
“…(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from 

many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
I wonder if Mary reflected on these words when Jesus was on the cross? She had to have. This 

was prophecy. Back then, people took prophecy seriously. These words were being spoken over her and 
she was holding onto this.  

 
“A sword will pierce through your own soul also.” 
 
She understood the weight and cost of salvation. 
We work with parents often who stand in conflict over their kids going to serve Jesus. We are 

trying to send kids to the far corners of the world and we are trying to call young people to go make an 
impact and a difference in the world. Whether it’s in the workplace, or on the mission field, or whatever, 
our number one hurdle is “Christian parents.” They want their kid to go to whatever school, and get 
whatever degree, and make whatever money. Let me tell you something—mama, daddy—if your baby 
wants to follow Jesus, rejoice. Do jumping jacks and praise the Lord all the days of your life because that 
is the greatest gift you could ever receive. Praise God for that. 

Now, we are going to meet somebody else. 
 

“And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 
Asher.” 
 
As a little side note, this is something that stands out to me. The fact that they kept bloodlines 

and lineages is really important, because there is this idea a lot of times that if you go back to the 



ancient days and you are following bloodlines, you say, “Well, when Ruth married in she didn’t know 
that she was going to be in the lineage of Jesus.” Or you say, “Did David really know that Jesus was going 
to come from his line?” Yes, they know. They knew. It was prophesied. They understood lineages and 
they kept very good records, so we know where Anna is from. 

Young people, when you are reading through the Bible and you see a passage like in Matthew 1-
2, where it says that so-and-so begat so-and-so, and this guy was this guy’s daddy—that matters, 
because we are able to trace lineages and prophecies to know that when Jesus came into the world that 
there is a lot of strong, strong historical validation to that. So we have the tribe that this woman is from. 

 
“She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from 

when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.” 
 
So, was she eighty-four years old or a widow for eighty-four years? It doesn’t really matter. But, 

if it is that she was a widow for eighty-four years then you have her seven years as married, which puts 
us at ninety-one. If she married at thirteen or fourteen—I know that freaks you out but it was a different 
culture—in her cultural context, she was now over a hundred. Let’s say she is a hundred plus. One 
commentator said he thought she was probably eighty-four because she was still actively coming to the 
Temple every day. I don’t know. It doesn’t really matter but she was very old. Now, here’s what I want 
us to see—she is faithful to the Lord. She’s a prophetess. How do we know if a person is a real 
prophetess? If what they prophecy comes true. 

 
“She did not depart from the temple, worshipping with fasting and prayer night 

and day.” 
 
She loved the Lord and she was faithful to the Lord. Listen, we can all love the Lord better. We 

can all be faithful to the Lord. It will bring joy. We are not talking about legalism. What’s legalism? 
Legalism is when you say, “Let me make all these rules and if I can follow all these rules then that will 
make me happy.” Legalism makes people miserable. Just making rules and following them will make you 
cuckoo crazy. You will not be happy. But if you follow Jesus you will be happy. Anna loved the Lord and 
she was faithful to the Lord. Simeon loved the Lord and he was faithful to the Lord. These people loved 
the Lord and they were faithful to the Lord, and as a result, here is what we see about them—they were 
very fulfilled, they were very satisfied, and they were very joyful. Do you want satisfaction in your life? 
Do you want fulfillment in your life? Do you want joy in your life? This flies in the face of what Osteen27 
is going to say at Lakewood this morning. I’ll tell you what will bring it—love the Lord will all of your 
heart, soul, mind, and strength and love your neighbor as yourself28. Then, whether you’re broke and 
eating sardines and beanie weenies and just hoping the next meal is there when the time comes, or 
whether you are a millionaire, your treasure will be on something greater than what this world offers 
you, and you will have joy. Love Jesus, get joy. Love God will all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
and get joy. Give Him every part of your life and get joy. Love others and get joy. Let me tell you 
something; when people are miserable, almost every time there are two things that are absent in their 
lives. They don’t live lives of thanksgiving, because thanksgiving produces joy, and they don’t love God 
and love others. And thanksgiving is a huge part of loving God. A huge part of worship is giving thanks to 
God. When I love the Lord with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength, and I give thanks to God, and I 
serve others, it’s going to bring joy. Anna got this. Who spends eighty-something years going to the 
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church every day, just serving, and fasting, and loving Jesus, and loving people? She’s a great example to 
us; she gets it. 

 
“And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak 

of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39 And when they had 
performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth.” 
 
It was important that Jesus and His parents do everything according to the Law, because 

remember that He is going to fulfill the Law and then things are going to change. It’s kind of like Jesus 
had to become human so that a couple of things can happen. One, He could face temptation. The Bible 
says it this way—it says that Adam was our first father and when he was tempted he sinned and we all 
sinned with him. Jesus is like the second Adam and He has to be able to be tempted. He is totally 
human, so when He is tempted He doesn’t give in, so that now we can go from being in the first Adam to 
being in the second Adam, Jesus, and He can be our spiritual father, and we can have the inheritance 
that comes through Christ. So, Jesus had to be totally human so that He could face the same 
temptations that Adam faced, only He was victorious. Likewise, He had to submit to the whole demands 
of the spiritual and religious system so that He could fulfill them and say that we don’t have to fulfill 
them. You don’t have to take animals to the Temple three times a year and have them butchered and 
their blood poured out as an atonement for your sin. You don’t have to do that. That’s over and that’s 
done. It’s a checkmate on sin. Jesus is going to conquer it. The Bible tells us, in Hebrews 10, that because 
of this we can now come straight into the presence of God, at His very throne, and worship Him because 
of what Jesus has done. So, Jesus needs to perform everything according to the Law so that He can bring 
us to that place of worship. 

Okay, so here is the summary of Jesus’ childhood, from birth until twelve years of age: 
 

“And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him.” 
 
As parents, and as a church, we want to see children that grow and become strong physically. 

How do kids become strong physically? You make them work. You don’t coddle them. They don’t spend 
four hours every afternoon and evening in front of their tablet. You budget things like video games. I’m 
not saying that those things are evil and you have to throw them out. You budget those things. You 
make them do things like haul firewood, run a weedeater, clean their room, help their parents, unload 
the dishwasher. If you don’t have a dishwasher then make them wash the dishes. It won’t hurt them. 
Even if they are mad and you feel a little bit uncomfortable about the friction, that’s okay. You’re the 
parent and they are the kid. You are the boss and you answer to God for it. Raise them up so that they 
will be strong people one day. So that they won’t be snowflakes, or butterflies, or whatever other social 
label we have to deal with twenty years from now. Millennials, there’s a reason you are all getting a bad 
rap. You can do something about this. So, parents and church, it’s our job to raise strong kids; to raise 
strong young people. 

 
“And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.” 

 
So, we want to give them the best education we can give them. We want to teach, and educate, 

and help our kids to get through the educational process and be the best students they can be to the 
glory of the Lord. But, ultimately, what we want is to pray over our kids that the favor of God will rest on 
them. The greatest thing you can pray for your kid is, “God, I pray that your hand of favor will be on my 



child today.” When your kids are going out into the world, whether they are teenagers, or whether they 
are still children at home and are not even in school yet, or they are gone—your prayer for them is that 
God’s hand of favor would rest on them. Here’s the thing, the Bible says it this way, “If God is for us then 
who can be against us?” If God’s hand of favor rests on your child then whatever happens it will be 
alright. It’ll be okay. It’s context. The context you want to live your life in is the favor of God resting on 
you. 

I’ll never forget when my wife, Little, lost her finger. She’s missing this left index finger. I’ll never 
forget when she lost her finger; she was a champ about it. She was totally great about it. The doctors 
had done surgery and when we went back a week later and they unwrapped it the flesh was rotting. The 
doctor says, “We need to get you into surgery and get that finger cut off before infection gets into your 
blood, so be back here in three hours.” In between time, we went and got hot wings. We were over in 
Asheville at BW’s, and we were waiting for them to bring our wings out, and she had a moment. Then, 
she worked through it. When you are going to lose a body part it’s legitimately okay to have a moment. 
Then, she went to surgery and lost her body part. So, two or three weeks later, we were hanging out. 
That was the only moment she had and it was no big deal. So, we were hanging out and in the crowd 
was Daniel Ritchie29. Those of you who know him know that he is a young man who was born with no 
arms. Doctors tried to get his parents to abort him but he was born with no arms, and he is now a youth 
pastor who preaches the Gospel. He has been written on the Desiring God blog. He is a Red Oak and 
Snowbird guy. So, we were sitting around talking and somebody said, “Little, how are you adjusting to 
not having your finger?” It’s actually half of a finger. But Daniel went, “Aw, she’ll be alright.” What is 
that? That’s context.  

When the favor of God rests on you, that’s the context that everything has to come under. If you 
lose your job, the favor of God rests on you. If your parents divorce, the favor of God rests on you. If you 
have bills to pay and don’t know where the money is coming from, as long as the favor of God rests on 
you it will be okay. The greatest thing that a person can live with in their lives is to be under the power 
of the favor and the hand of God. 

Now, we are going to jump ahead twelve years. This is a very familiar story. 
 

“Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 
And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the 
feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 
parents did not know it.” 
 
I could have made some jokes here. But He is Jesus. Their kid has never sinned. Moms, just 

imagine this. Is He trustworthy? Yeah. They are not paying attention. Are they bad parents? No, their kid 
had never messed up. They were like, “He’ll be okay.” 

 
“But supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they 

began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances.” 
 
They were travelling in a group, which was very common. We heard a few weeks ago that this 

would have been a several day journey. 
 

“After three days they found him in the temple.” 
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That’s a freaky idea. Did you ever lose your kid for an hour at Walmart? You go up there and 
they call out a code, like Code Charlie. You think of that kid years ago when they took him in the 
bathroom, and shaved his head, and dressed him like a girl, and put a wig on him, and carried him out 
and nobody ever knew. Did you ever hear that story? No? It is the one that constantly went through my 
mind every time we would go to Walmart when our kids were little. It was okay. They were probably just 
in the toys. We’d go look. 

Three days! This is a freakout moment. Mary doesn’t think He is doing something like smoking 
weed with his buddies. It’s not like that. It’s not like, “Oh, man, he’s twelve. The teenage moments are 
right around the corner. I knew he’d start smoking pot and running around with the wrong group.” No! 
It’s not that. She knows who He is. He’s righteous. He’s going to honor His heavenly Father. But she’s a 
mama. Jesus is human. We can’t disconnect from the human emotion.  

 
“After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions.” 
 
Now, I have always in my life thought that what this was, was Jesus lecturing them. But it really 

seems to be the common belief among commentators that He is asking as an inquisitive youth, “What 
about this?” Because, what is happening as He is increasing in wisdom is that He is starting to have 
things unlocked in His mind. He is a child who understands things at a spiritual depth that His peers 
don’t understand. So, to get His theological and academic mind around these things, He has to go to the 
highest level of authority, which would be the equivalent of graduate school professors. He is there with 
them, learning from them, dialoging with them. That’s what’s going on. What a scene. 

Do you remember that show, Doogie Howser30? That’s what I thought of. 
 

“And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.” 
 
Look, if I had to go get my gallbladder taken out and Doogie came in, I’d say, “Not a sixteen year 

old. I’m sure he’s smart but he is barely out of puberty. That throws everything off.” 
On the other side of that, we are talking about Jesus at twelve years old and here he is, 

interacting, asking questions, answering questions, dialoging… 
 

“And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 
And when his parents saw him, they were astonished.” 
 
Isn’t that awesome? It makes you kind of feel silly about that “My kid’s an honor student at 

such-and-such middle school” sticker. “My kid made the B honor roll”—that’s good. You should have 
that sticker. But, I’m just saying. 

 
“And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother said to 

him, ‘Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great distress.’” 
 
I love that. What a human moment. His mom freaked out. I know that for me, the thing that 

angers me with my kids is when I’m afraid for them. Right? Isn’t that what happens? Listen to what He 
says. The Mormons will say that Jesus never claimed to be God. The Jehovah’s Witnesses will say that He 
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never claimed to be God. The Muslims will say that He’s a great prophet. And many people will, in 
heresy, reject within the teachings of Scripture that Jesus was the God-man. Listen to what He says. 

 
“And he said to them, ‘Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I 

must be in my Father's house?’” 
 
So, at age twelve, He knows. He knows. He has embraced the mission. He’s twelve. Can you 

expect a lot out of a twelve year old? Yeah. If Jesus is our High Priest and our example, we can learn 
from the twelve year old Jesus. He knows. “I’m in my Father’s house. I’m doing my Father’s work. It’s 
what I came to do.” People say, “Well, that doesn’t mean that He thinks He is God.” Yes, it does. Study 
the Old Testament prophecies. The Son of God was the name given of the God-man, Messiah. He 
understands where He fits into history. 

Listen to me. If you call yourself a Christian you are following the God-man. You have 
surrendered your life to this Man, who at age twelve, at the very least, probably much sooner, knows 
who He is and what He is about. 

 
“And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.” 

 
They were blown away. 
 

“And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to 
them.” 
 
Why? Because He’s a kid and He’s going to obey His parents because He’s not going to sin. And 

later, He is going to write through the pen of the Apostle Paul, “Children honor your parents in the Lord 
for this is right.” He’s saying, “I did it, and the Spirit that did that in and through me lives inside of you as 
an eight, or ten, or twelve, or sixteen, or twenty year old, and you can honor your parents.” 

 
“And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.” 

 
Now, we had one verse that took us from birth to twelve and now we go from twelve to thirty. 
 

“And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.” 
 
What did those years look like? Mark tells us that He was the son of a carpenter. He was a 

construction worker. I’ve worked a lot of construction in my life, especially in my younger years. That 
was my tentmaking31 job. That will make you hard, strong, and tough. It’s long days. But, you know 
what? I had a Dewalt or Makita32 by my side. I ran a twenty-eight ounce Estwing framing hammer. What 
was it like to be a construction worker in first century Palestine? That was Jesus. When it says that He 
increased in stature—I’d say He did. He’s carrying logs and rocks around all day every day. He didn’t just 
submit to human flesh; He jumped right in armpit deep and lived out as tough an existence as you can 
live out, and He did it faithfully, so that nobody can say, “I hate my job. It makes me miserable. I hate my 
situation. It makes me sad.” Jesus stooped to the lowest of existences and lived like that for three 
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decades, and somewhere along the way most people think His dad died and He took over as the father, 
the man, the leader of the house and the business. 

 
“And Jesus increased in wisdom…” 

 
How do you increase in wisdom? Studying God’s Word, reading it, spending time with the Lord, 

and asking Him for it. James tells us that if you desire wisdom to ask God for it and He’ll give it to you, 
liberally, without reproach. Jesus did that. 

 
“…and in favor with God and man.” 

 
Do you know what we need this week, church? We need favor with man. We need coworkers, 

and family members, and neighbors to look at us and to extend favor and grace to us, because of the 
way we are living our lives. We need God’s favor. We can’t win them any other way and it starts with 
God’s favor resting on us and then God’s favor resting through us. Jesus did it and we can do it. As young 
people, you can increase in wisdom and stature and you can break the current, common, social trends 
that say that from about eighteen to thirty-two that people are good for nothing in this generation. Not 
if you’ve got Jesus living in you. Not if the Spirit of God rests on you. Not if you’re increasing in wisdom 
and stature. God will give you favor and you’ll be a difference-maker. You’ll be a world-changer. And, as 
some of you enter into the last season of life—the last decade, or two, or three—you can, like Anna, 
serve out your days in righteous devotion to the Lord and not waste one minute of your life or one 
breath of your life. And many of us fall somewhere in between. In that one little phrase, “the rising and 
fall of many,” the question we need to ask is, “What will we do with Jesus?” Because you are going to 
rise or you are going to fall around that question. Because the reality is that to reject Jesus is to live 
under condemnation and to receive Him is to be raised up and given life by a sovereign God. Do you 
know why He saves people? Because He can. Because He is Boss, He is King, He is Lord. He looked death 
straight in the face, throat punched it, swallowed it, consumed it, destroyed it, spit it out, and said, 
“Where’s your sting?” He gives us life because He is that God. And in order to do that He had to become 
one of us, and to become one of us He had to start in the womb of a woman that He had created. What 
a journey. What a story. It’s the Gospel. 

Let’s pray. 
God,	as	we	reflect	on	these	words	and	as	we	listen	to	this	song,	as	we	sit,	and	reflect,	and	

wonder,	I	pray	that	we	would	do	so	with	hearts	and	attitudes	that	say,	“What	can	I	do?	How	can	I	
serve?	How	can	I	be	more	faithful	to	the	Lord?	How	can	I	respond	to	God’s	Word?”	Thank	you,	Lord	
Jesus,	for	not	just	submitting	yourself	to	humanity,	but	so	that	you	could	turn	and	say,	“You	know	
what?	You’re	a	sinner.	You	know	what?	You	are	broken.	You	know	what?	You’re	under	addiction.	
You	know	what?	You	are	under	fallen	and	broken	humanity.	You	know	what?	I	will	tell	you	what	I	
will	do.	I	will	take	that	and	I	will	give	you	something	greater.	I’ll	take	your	sin,	and	your	depravity,	
and	your	wickedness,	and	I	will	breathe	life	into	you	by	my	Spirit,	by	the	power	of	my	resurrection,	
and	I	will	give	you	righteousness,	and	I	will	set	your	feet	on	high	places.	You	don’t	have	to	live	being	
sick	and	tired	of	being	sick	and	tired,	but	you	can	live	a	righteous	life	of	holy	devotion	to	the	Lord.”	
Thank	you	for	doing	that,	God.	Thank	you	for	saying	that.	Thank	you,	Lord	Jesus,	for	coming	into	
this	world	and	doing	all	that	you	have	done.	Thank	you	for	loving	us	way	better	than	we	will	ever	
love	you	in	this	life,	and	thank	you	for	exchanging	our	sin	for	your	righteousness,	your	holiness,	and	
your	perfection,	and	for	saving	broken	and	lost	sinners.	Thank	you	for	not	keeping	score	and	for	not	
making	us	earn	it,	for	not	making	us	work	for	it	and	for	not	dangling	the	bait,	the	carrot	of	salvation	
in	front	of	us,	and	making	us	do	tricks	to	get	it,	but	by	saying,	“You	know	what?	You’re	a	slave.	You	
know	what?	You	are	dead	to	your	sin.	You	know	what?	You	are	face	down	in	a	sea	of	depravity,	and	



brokenness,	and	sinfulness,	but	I	will	come	into	that	sea,	I	will	rescue	you,	and	I	will	breathe	eternal	
life	into	you.”	Thank	you	for	that.	Thank	you	that	in	this	picture,	this	story	tonight,	that	we	see	you	
swimming	in	that	sea	of	humanity,	in	that	sea	of	human	flesh,	with	the	goal	and	the	purpose	of	
saving	us.	We	love	you	and	I	pray	that	we	would	respond	to	this	according	to	your	Word.	In	Jesus’	
name.	

 
(Spencer Davis) 
I want to read our benediction for tonight and as soon as I’m done this will be our closing and 

we can just hang out. The benediction comes from Jude 20-25, 
 

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in 
the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who doubt; 23 save 
others by snatching them out of the fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the 
garment stained by the flesh. 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen.”



January 8, 2016 
Luke 3: 1-20 
Spencer Davis 
 

Hey, everybody. Good to see you all. We weren’t sure how many folks we would have with the 
snow. Some folks were texting and asking about church. As a general rule, we will never cancel church. 
Even if it is only the folks who live close enough to walk here that will be fine. We will generally never 
cancel. Hopefully, y’all have had a chance to play in the snow and enjoy it. It’s been awesome. 

Today, we had a little bit of a crazy day. My middle child was sledding on this hill out here that 
goes down to the basketball court. The last couple of days we’ve been playing on our snowboards so we 
would just sled on them and go down little hills. I have one that doesn’t have bindings on it, so my 
daughter was just sliding down on her belly, as were all my kids. So, she gets over here and she’s facing 
uphill with her feet downhill and she decided to go down toward the basketball court. Things were going 
great until she got to where the benches are by the court. That bench caught her in the back of the 
head. Her feet passed through and her little head went bump-bump-bump-bump and it knocked her 
clean out. She was out-out. She came to and she said, “What happened? Where are we?” I was like, 
“Okay, alright.” They are on their way back from the hospital and she’s doing good. So, hopefully, you 
guys have had fun in the snow as well. 

I know that a lot of times that so much goes on during the week, even on a given Sunday, that it 
is easy to come in here distracted. I know that I’ve done it some many times—you come in and it takes a 
few songs or it’s ten minutes into the message before you kind of get in the groove and are ready to 
worship. I pray that the Lord will just speak through His Holy Spirit and through His Word. 

Tonight, we get to look at John the Baptist. If you have a Bible, as Zach said, we are going to be 
in the Book of Luke. We are going to be in chapter 3 and I’m going to try to cover a lot of ground. Y’all 
pray with me and then we will jump right in. 

 
Jesus,	I	pray	that	you	would	control	my	mouth.	I	pray	that	I	would	speak	from	your	Holy	

Spirit	and	not	from	myself,	my	personality,	and	my	words.	God,	I	pray	that	I	would	speak	from	your	
Spirit	and	from	your	Word.	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	give	us	ears	to	hear	now	and	that	you	would	
cause	us	to	hear	what	you	wanted	us	to	hear	when	you	included	this	bit	about	John	the	Baptist.	I	
pray	that	we	would	learn	about	repentance,	that	we	would	learn	about	you,	Christ,	I	pray	that	we	
would	learn	about	humility,	and	Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	reveal	yourself	to	us	through	your	
Word.	In	your	name	we	pray,	Jesus.	Amen.	

	
John the Baptist, to me, is one of the most fascinating characters in all the Scriptures. He really 

is. He’s just there for a minute and then he’s gone but he is so fascinating. His whole life has been 
unique. Y’all remember just a few weeks ago when we talked about the angel coming to Zechariah, John 
the Baptist’s dad, and showing up, and saying, “You and your wife, even though you are barren and even 
though y’all are old, you are going to have a son, and I want you to call his name John.” Then, he tells 
him some really crazy things about his upcoming son. He says, “He is going to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit starting in the womb.” Which is crazy, right? He’s going to be filled with the Holy Spirit, starting in 
the womb, and he is going to come out in the spirit of Elijah, and preach and be a forerunner for the 
Messiah that’s going to come. The Messiah that all of history has been looking forward to for hundreds, 
and hundreds, and hundreds, and hundreds of years, the angel tells Zechariah, “Your kid gets to be the 
forerunner. He gets to be the one who is telling the news. He’s going to come out in the spirit of Elijah.” 

Now, remember that John the Baptist’s dad was a priest, right? So, how excited would this guy 
have gotten about that? “My son is going to come out in the spirit of Elijah? This is incredible. The Spirit 
of Yahweh is going to be in my son?” Remember, they didn’t have a real understanding about the 



indwelling Holy Spirit. “The Spirit of God is going to be inside my son, and in the spirit of Elijah he gets to 
be the forerunner for the Messiah?” Now, we know that Zechariah later on doubted but he was faithful. 
Think about John the Baptist’s life. When you think about John the Baptist, and Jesus, and their 
childhood you can play tricks on yourself in your mind thinking, “Did they know? When they were kids 
did they know? Did young John the Baptist know his cousin was God?” I don’t think he did. Later on in 
the Scripture, John will say, “I didn’t know who He was, but then when I saw Him and I saw the Spirit as 
a dove on Him, then I knew who He was.”33 So, apparently, John didn’t know that his cousin was the 
Messiah, but he did know his role. He did know his role and I think that probably faithful Zechariah, as 
John the Baptist was growing up, would have known about the spirit of Elijah, the presence of Elijah, and 
the prophecies of Elijah. He would have known about all of that, right? Zechariah would have probably 
preached these things to his son. I don’t know if he told him or not, “You are it, son. You are the 
forerunner.” I don’t know if he told him or not. But, somehow John knows. It’s a mystery how much 
John the Baptist knew at this time. But we know that Zechariah is a faithful dad because John has a 
really thorough understanding of the Lamb of God. His dad is a priest. He’s watched this process. He 
understands the Lamb of God, so when Jesus comes onto the scene, he says, “That’s Him. That’s the 
Lamb of God. He’s going to take away the sins of the world.” So, John the Baptist is just on the scene for 
a little bit and then he is out, but his life is really, really extraordinary. 

I’m excited about this passage and I’m excited about chapter 7, when we start thinking about 
John the Baptist’s death. But, I will say that I didn’t expect this passage to be as confusing as it was or as 
thick as it is. When I just read through it for the first time—you’ve read through it and you’re familiar 
with it, you don’t really stop and think, “Why is John baptizing people? Where did he get that?” A lot of 
questions come to mind. So, let’s jump right into Luke 3:1, 

 
“In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 

governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2 during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in 
the wilderness.” 
 
So, here goes Luke again. You know, in the start of chapter 2, in that familiar passage, when he 

is talking about the birth of Christ, Luke does the same thing. He gives a historical setting for the story. 
Because, remember, he’s giving an orderly account to Theophilus. So, in Luke 2, he says, 

 
“In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. Everybody went up to be registered, each to his own town.” 
 
We talked about how, for us, that it would make sense if we said something like, “While Barack 

Obama was president of the United States, in the first term when Pat McCrory was governor over North 
Carolina, the Word of the Lord came…” and it would kind of contextualize it for us. So, in the next 
chapter, Luke is telling us that time has passed. 

So, a lot of time has passed here and he is very specific in telling us that time has passed. Caesar 
Augustus died in AD14 and Tiberius took over. So, John’s ministry started somewhere around 26-29AD. 
That’s not super important but it’s just showing us that time has passed. At this time, John and his 
cousin, Jesus, are about 30. They are six months apart in age but they are about 30 years old. 
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So, just to give a little detail of who these guys are, we see that Luke is kind of giving some 
foreshadowing. He’s showing us characters who are going to show up again very soon. Pontius Pilate is 
the governor right now. Herod the Great is the one who killed all the babies. Remember that guy? He’s 
the guy who killed all the babies right around the time that Jesus was born. Well, he was such a terrible 
king (he wasn’t really in rule because Rome was in rule) that all the people asked Rome to get him out of 
there. And they did, so they booted Herod the Great and they brought in Pontius Pilate. Pilate only 
reigned over this region for about ten years, from about AD26-36. So, basically, Herod split up what was 
left of his kingdom or his rule to his three sons. He split it up in between Herod Antipas, Philip, and 
Lycaneus. So, Herod’s kingdom is split up and now Pontius Pilate is over that area. And John mentions 
something that is going to be very interesting to the Jews. He tells about the high priests, Annas and 
Caiaphas. Now, Caiaphas is the actual high priest and Annas is the one that stepped down, who was 
Caiaphas’ father-in-law. But Luke is mentioning them both. Now, Luke is writing mainly to the Jews here, 
and as a Jewish guy he would get really excited as he was saying, “Here is exactly when things went 
down. Here’s the situation.” Because, one of the things I like about Luke is how detailed he is, but he’s 
not only giving a timeline picture but he’s also giving like a cultural snapshot.  

In those days, times were dark. Times were really, really dark at this point. Think, there has not 
been a prophet of the Lord for four hundred sixty years. These days are dark. These rulers and politicians 
are dark. They are corrupt. Herod is sleeping with his brother’s wife and granting favors to her daughter 
who is dancing. It’s a dark time. The politicians are corrupt and so are the priests. This time is really dark. 
So, Luke is kind of painting this picture, not of just a timeline but of the cultural feel of it. Then comes 
the light, where he says this. In those days… 

 
“…the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” 

 
This is prophetic language, right? Remember, there has not been a prophet in the last four 

hundred sixty years. So, this is prophetic language: “The Word of the Lord came to….” That’s the kind of 
phrase we would use of someone like Elijah or Moses, right? The Word of the Lord came to John just like 
the angel had promised.  

 
“…came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.” 

 
When you think about this, this hasn’t happened in so long. But John comes on the scene and he 

is filled with the Holy Spirit, and it is so different from the darkness of the land that he lives in. So, he is 
kind of hailed as a prophet of this time; the first one in four hundred sixty years. But I think that even his 
look looks like the prophets of old. If you read in other books, they outline a bit more of what he looks 
like. He walks around in the wilderness. That’s another common motif of God’s men or God’s people; 
that they meet with God out in the wilderness. So, John walks around in the wilderness. 

Now, pause for a second. John the Baptist isn’t just like a rural mountain guy who eats bugs 
because that’s what the poor folks did at that time. He isn’t a mountain guy that just lives around in the 
mountains; he grew up near the Temple, right? He’s the son of a priest. He’s out in the wilderness for a 
reason. And he is clothed in a camel-hair garment. That’s not comfortable I would assume. He’s wearing 
a camel-hair garment, and he’s living in the woods, and he’s eating locusts and honey. He really is 
reminiscent of an Old Testament prophet. 

John has taken a Nazarite vow and there are a lot of things involved in that, but one of the 
things is that he couldn’t cut his hair. Remember guys like Samson? He was a Nazarite. I think that, 
probably—I’m going to pause here and step out of the Scripture and I’m going to tell you my opinion—I 
think that John the Baptist had long dreads. Samson had long dreads and he was a Nazarite. Samson had 



seven dreadlocks34; he had seven locks of his hair that they cut. So, my opinion, I think John the Baptist 
was a wild looking guy. I think he was so unusual, and I’ll talk about this later, but I think he was 
eccentric as well. I’ll talk about that in a little bit. But, I think that when he stepped out of the woods 
that people automatically snapped to attention and took notice, and I think that even his look reminded 
them to repent. Because he looked like an Old Testament prophet. Everyone would be like, “Whoa! 
Blast from the past. Who is that guy? He looks like Moses when he used to come out and tell people, 
‘You need to repent. You need to follow Yahweh.’” I think that even his look reminded people to repent. 

So, God has set this guy apart from before he was even born, and even his appearance would 
cause people to think of repentance. Some commentators would say that he is dressed like a prophet 
and other people would say that even his garments tell his message. Some commentator said that he 
wasn’t wearing the clothes of a prophet but he was wearing the sackcloth of the repentant. He is 
wearing clothes of a repentant man. Either way, John looks different and he stands out. 

So, the Word of the Lord comes. The Word of God comes by a prophet for the first time in four 
hundred sixty years.  

 
“…the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 And he 

went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.” 
 
Now, we understand baptism. We’ve all seen it done, right? But, if we pause for a second and 

rewind, what about these guys? Where did John get the idea of dunking people in water? Think about it 
for a minute. Isn’t it weird to think about John coming out there as a prophet and all of a sudden he is 
dunking people in water. Well, there are a lot of different theories. This is where it gets a little bit nerdy. 
A lot of people say that we baptize because it comes from Jesus’ command but it really started with 
John the Baptist. But where did John the Baptist get baptism from? Why is he baptizing folks out in the 
wilderness? 

This is where it gets really complex and thick so I hope you guys hang in there with me and I 
hope that you talk this out in discipleship groups this week. Pause for commercial—if you are not in 
discipleship groups please get in one, for real. It’s a great place to connect and it’s a great place to talk 
things through that you might have liked, or disliked, or misunderstood from the message, or didn’t 
understand. It’s a great place to connect as a church. So, if you feel disconnected in the church get 
involved in discipleship groups, please.  

Alright, so where did baptism come from? In the Old Testament, there are ceremonial washings 
where the Jews would actually immerse themselves in water for cleansing. But that was kind of different 
because they wouldn’t ever say that it was for the forgiveness of sins, and they baptized or washed 
themselves. They would do that a lot. There was also a baptism for converts into Judaism. So, if 
someone was a Gentile and they converted to Judaism they would be baptized. There is even language 
where they would say that this is a new birth. They were being born into God’s people. Now, is this 
where John got it from? I don’t know. There is nothing that says that is why John was doing this. 

I was talking to my wife, Amy, about this when we drove to Asheville the other day. I was talking 
it over and I was like, “I don’t know if he got this baptism from them or what,” and Amy just kept on 
saying, “It’s from the Holy Spirit. It’s from God. It says that the Word of the Lord came to him and told 
him what to do. It’s from God. It’s from the Holy Spirit.” Then, I was like, “Yeah, but I’m talking about 
culturally,” and she’d say, “It’s from the Holy Spirit. He’s a prophet so God told him what to say.” She’s 
right. It doesn’t matter if he said, “Use that—the thing that those guys are doing,” or if He said, “Here’s 
what you should do. You should dunk them in water because that’s going to pave the way for what I’m 
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going to do later.” It doesn’t really matter. What matters is what is He teaching that goes along with 
baptism? What did those who received John’s baptism believe? 

I want to say a couple of things and we will talk about this in more detail. There were a couple of 
things that they really believed. First, they clearly believed in a future, Messianic hope. They believed 
the Messiah was coming. They didn’t know it was Jesus. They didn’t know He was walking around. Even 
John didn’t know exactly. But they believed in a future, Messianic hope. The second thing that is 
inescapable in John’s teaching is repentance. They repented from their sins. This is to turn away from 
their sins and to change their minds about sin. It’s to have a change of heart about sin, to put sin away 
and to start following after God. It’s a baptism of repentance. So, you can see similarities with our 
baptism now and John’s baptism there, in that we are called to believe in God, put our hope in the 
Messiah, and repent from our sins. Right? So there is nothing magical about the dunking in the water. 
What really does the work in the Old Testament is grace through faith. Here, in the Old Testament 
context, it’s still grace. It’s still faith. It’s not works based. 

I want to read this quote. The reason that John is telling them to repent—think about that. What 
is John telling them to repent from? The have a good system going with their sacrifices, right? They have 
a good system going. But why do they need to repent? Why is John coming on the scene and saying, 
“Change what you are doing?” Joel Green says this, 

 
“As such, his (John’s) message constitutes a prophetic appeal for people to turn their backs on 
previous loyalties and align themselves fundamentally with God’s purpose.” 
 
“Turn their backs on previous loyalties.” What were they loyal to? What were these guys loyal to 

if not God? What were they loyal to? 
Let me pause for a second and say that repentance is one of those things that I think, for many 

in the Church, is optional. We think, “As long as I believe in Jesus and as long as I try real hard,” but 
repentance is not optional. Right? For us, and I’d be remiss if I did not say this to us and to myself, we 
need to repent. If I didn’t echo John’s message to us that would be terrible. We need to repent. If there 
is something that you treasure more than Christ, if there is something you follow, if there is a tradition 
you hold to that is deeper, or richer, or better to you than Christ, we need to repent. We need to turn 
from those things we treasure and turn to treasure Christ. We need to repent for the forgiveness of our 
sins and put our hope and faith in Jesus alone for salvation. 

Kent Hughes says this, 
 
“It is important for us to see the close connection between repentance and forgiveness,…” 
 
Listen to this, 
 
“… because while no amount of repentance can ever merit forgiveness in the sight of God, 
without repentance no soul will ever be saved.” 
 
I hope that makes sense. 
 
“…no amount of repentance can ever merit (or earn) forgiveness in the sight of God, without 
repentance no soul will ever be saved.” 
 
We will come back to this because a change in action does not mean your heart is changed, 

right? You can change your action. If you’re an alcoholic you can stop drinking. It may be difficult. If 
you’re addicted to something or if you are sinning you can will yourself to stop doing it but that doesn’t 



mean you’ve changed. A change in action doesn’t mean a change of heart but a change of heart will 
result in a change of action. We will flesh that out a little more when we come back to repentance. 

Remember, in verse 3, Luke says, 
 

“And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 
Now, verse 4, 
 

“As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,…” 
 
Remember, Isaiah is writing way before John the Baptist comes onto the scene, but he is writing 

about him. 
 

“…The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
    and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 
It is said that there was a practice at the time where whenever there was a big dignitary visiting 

a city, or if a king had conquered a land and he was coming into that city, that what they would do to 
make way for this great procession for the kings, that they would pave new roads and build new gates, 
paving the way for a king to come into a city. It’s really fantastic. Some of these gates are still standing in 
different countries. Zach and I were talking about one in Paris35. There are different gates and roads that 
are still standing that were making way for a conquering king…making way for a coming king. Here, that 
is kind of the imagery that Isaiah is putting forth. He’s saying, “The voice of one,” John the Baptist, 
“crying in the wilderness…’Prepare the way of the Lord’” Prepare the way, Jesus is coming! And look at 
this King. They didn’t just build a marble road. They didn’t just put up gates on the side of a road. They 
didn’t just improve things. It says this, that for the way of Yahweh every valley will be filled. Every 
mountain and every hill will be made low. All that is crooked will be made straight and the rough places 
will become smooth for the King. It’s not just roads being improved but this vision is larger. It’s not ruts 
filled and turns straightened but the earth moved and the mountains flattened to prepare the way for 
the salvation of Yahweh. Here, Isaiah pictures a herald that is sent before the King in the wilderness, 
“Prepare the way! The King is coming! Prepare the way!” This is John the Baptist and it says this in verse 
6, 

 
“…and all flesh…” 

 
All people. All people groups. Jews and Gentiles. That will ruffle some feathers in the crowd that 

he is preaching to. All races. 
 

“All flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
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So, John is saying that salvation is open for the Gentiles, too. This would have been mindblowing 

for these guys. Like when Simeon was giving his prophecy just a little while ago, salvation was for the 
Gentiles there, too. It’s like, “What? For those guys? But we’re God’s chosen people.” Put yourself in 
their context. Most all of us are Gentiles, right? For us, we’re like, “Yeah, salvation is for the Gentiles. 
That’s why we are all here. We know that.” But for these guys this would have been mindblowing. 
Salvation is for the Gentiles, too. “We are God’s people. How does that happen?” That is part of what 
John the Baptist is preaching. We will see it in verse 7.  

John the Baptist is preaching repentance for the forgiveness of sins and he is heralding the way 
for Yahweh to come, for the salvation of God that is going to be available for all people, and here is how 
he does it. Are you ready? Verse 7, 

 
“He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” 
 
John is so seeker-sensitive. He’s so visitor-friendly. This crowd had inconvenienced themselves 

by coming all the way out from the big city. They probably got muddy. They traveled a long way. So, 
John spoke to them contextually with palatable words, with carefully coifed hair and a latte, he met 
them out in the wilderness and told them something soft about God, but he didn’t speak from the Bible 
because that’s too authoritative. You want to meet them where they are. Right? No. John the Baptist 
says, “You are snakes! You are sons of snakes!” What does he mean? Who in the Bible is a snake? “You 
are sons of Satan. You are sons of the Devil.” Some commentators will say, because he said, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?,” is that he is making a word picture of 
snakes running out of the ground when there is fire on the ground. Wrath is coming so snakes are 
scattering. So, he’s saying, “Oh, you guys are scattering out of the city? You sons of Satan.” Here is what 
he asked them that is really strange, “Who warned you? Who told you that wrath was coming?” He is 
speaking mainly to Jews, right? He’s addressing these guys and saying that’s what’s at stake. That’s what 
this preaching is about. That’s what this baptizing is about. Make sure you know why you came out into 
the wilderness. This isn’t just a show. This isn’t just some wild man out in the wilderness who is throwing 
around some words. This is prophetic heralding, where God’s message comes out, and God says, 
“Repent!” 

This is crazy. “You brood of vipers! You sons of snakes, who warned you to run because wrath 
was coming?” We will keep going. Here he says this, and here is what I think John’s main message is of 
baptism; 

 
“Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to 

yourselves,….” 
 
It’s like he read their minds ahead of time. 
 

“Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children for Abraham. 9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
Alright, there is a lot here; a whole lot. Pause with me and let’s just think through it. Here, in 

part, is the message of John’s baptism. Who is in the crowd? I think there are some folks that genuinely 
are here because they want to hear the message. They hear a prophet. I think there are some who are 



kind of antagonizers. I think there are some who are skeptics. I think it’s kind of a mixed group. We know 
that later on we have a mixed group of races and a mixed group of professions. There are soldiers and 
different types of people, but John asks the question,  

 
“Who warned you to flee from the wrath that is to come?” 

 
Basically, he’s saying, “How did you know that you were a target of God’s wrath?” That’s a 

terrifying thing to hear. “You are a target of the wrath of God. How did you know that? How did you 
know that God’s punishment is coming on you?” He’s saying this to Jews. It’s not racist, because he’s a 
Jew. He is saying to Jews that they are targets of God’s wrath. He’s saying, “You need cleansing because 
the axe of God’s wrath is laid against your trunk.” Warning, here it comes! God’s wrath is coming to cut 
you off and those without fruit will be thrown into the fire. At this, the Jews might have gotten really 
mad. Think about it. They are God’s people. These guys are God’s people. And John the Baptist is saying, 
“No, no. The wrath is coming for you, God’s people.” Here is where their confidence in their heritage 
was a downfall. Look at this. He goes on to say, 

 
“And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’” 

 
Because that’s what they might have said, right? They might have gotten mad because they 

thought, “What? God’s wrath on me? No, we’re God’s people.” And they might have pulled this out like 
a trump card, “God’s wrath can’t come on me because He’s made a promise to us. He made a promise 
that He wouldn’t destroy His people. We are God’s covenant people and God’s not going to destroy us. 
We’re good on God’s wrath because of who we are.” And John basically says, “Yeah, God’s going to keep 
His promise to His people but you’ve got to realize that you aren’t the only ones. If God wanted to He 
could raise up His own people from these rocks. It doesn’t have to be you. He can keep His promise with 
these.” Right? All of their hope was in their heritage and here he is not addressing them as sons of 
Abraham. He says they are sons of Satan. That’s crazy. What’s he saying? Just because you are a Jew 
doesn’t mean that you are right with God. He’s saying, “Don’t say, ‘We are good. We are from 
Abraham,’ like it’s a trump card you can play with God. ‘You can’t destroy us. We have the promises.’ 
God can make true sons of Abraham come from rocks.” That’s part of why they are broods of vipers. 
They put their confidence in their heritage but then they disregard the poor. They are so confident in 
being sons of Abraham, “My dad was a Jew. His dad was a Jew.” Their confidence is in their heritage but 
they cheat, and they disregard the poor, and they sleep around, and they murder, but their daddies 
were Jews so they think they are good. 

Is there a warning in this for us? Your daddy is a Christian but that doesn’t mean you’re good. 
You have a heritage of godly people. You are a member of Red Oak. That doesn’t matter, in this sense. 
That doesn’t matter. We are all called to believe and repent and not put our trust in heritage, right? Not 
in our heritage, and who we are, and who our parents are, and where we came from. This says that if 
our hope and our trust isn’t in Christ and our repentance is not in Christ that the axe is laid at the root of 
the tree. So, again, I say to you, if your hope is not in Christ but it’s in yourself or it’s in your heritage you 
need to repent. 

 
“Bear fruits in keeping with repentance.” 

 
Many say they are repentant but they don’t have any fruit. What are we doing for the poor? 

What are we doing toward holiness? What are we watching? What are we filling our minds with? Are we 
repentant? Are we following Jesus? These are good things to think about. 



Now, these men thought that they were good because they were sons of Abraham but John is 
telling them that God could raise true sons of Abraham from the dirt. So, how does one become a true 
son of Abraham? How does one become truly God’s people? This is what he’s telling them. It’s not 
heritage—it’s belief and repentance. It’s hope in the future Messiah; it’s hope in God. You are God’s 
people because of that. It’s open to Gentiles and it’s open to Jews. 

Now, let me pause for a second and just give a thought. I hope this is not distracting but let me 
give just a little pause. John’s message here, as far as heritage, should ring true also for every tradition 
or denomination that baptizes babies. That might seem off topic but it is not really, because the Jews 
thought they were good because they were born into covenantal families. They had the sign of the 
covenant of circumcision. They were born into these covenant families. They were God’s people and 
they were circumcised, but John’s saying that the wrath is coming so believe and repent. Just like the 
Gentiles, when they converted to Judaism, got a baptism that was supposed to cleanse them because 
they were dirty. You are not clean because of your heritage; you are cleaned on the inside and then 
baptism is a picture of that. They need the true repentance that comes from faith in Yahweh and the 
cleansing that comes from the Messiah. 

Let me just do this. Let me give three things that John’s baptism is not, in order to tell you what 
it is. Here are three things that John’s baptism is not. The first thing it is not is that it is not merely an 
exchange. I’ll say this. It is important to know that John isn’t calling these people to just exchange their 
actions for other actions. He’s not calling these Jews to just change their actions for other actions, but 
he is calling for a whole change that starts on the inside, with a change of mind, which is repentance, 
and a change of their hopes. To change from putting their hopes in their heritage to putting their hopes 
in the future Messiah and to putting their hopes in Yahweh, which in a few weeks is going to be them 
getting baptized in the name of Jesus. Right? In a few weeks it’s going to be symbolizing death, burial, 
and resurrection. Right now, it is symbolizing repentance. 

The second thing it is not is that it is not something new but it’s something true. John is not 
calling them to new works and he is also not calling them to a new sign of the covenant. This isn’t John 
saying, “Okay, you’ve done circumcision, so now replace circumcision with baptism and you’ll be good. 
You’ll be God’s people.” He is not just calling for a new sign of the covenant, he is calling them to true 
repentance and true works from a repentant heart, and a true sign of true repentance; an identity 
change that produces action. 

The last thing it is not, and this is mindblowing, is that it is not national but it is personal. He’s 
not saying that this is a national level baptism and that all Jews need to be baptized because that’s what 
Jews do. You are God’s people and here is the sign that you need to do. He’s not saying that. This is 
personal and this is the big deal about John’s baptism; it takes it to a personal level. It’s a personal, 
individual, internal call to repent and believe. Then you are God’s people and then baptism is the 
picture. It’s for Gentiles, too. Jewishness didn’t qualify you for baptism and so non-Jewishness didn’t 
disqualify you from it. 

All of that is very heavy. There is a lot in there. So I hope you take that with you and kind of 
unpack it as far as this not being a new circumcision. This isn’t a national heritage thing. This is hope in 
Yahweh and repentance. Hope in the future Messiah and repent. It’s also a transitional baptism because 
it’s looking forward to the Messiah and later we will see that baptism is identifying as Christ’s death, 
burial, and resurrection. 

So, verse 10. The crowds hear, “Broods of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?” and they say, 

 
“What then shall we do?” 

 



Let me pause for a second. This is a very small sentence that is so important. The crowd 
responds. They hear John and they get that it is about more than just baptism. It’s about heart change, 
right? They don’t say, “Okay, then put me in the water.” Right? They say, “What shall I do? I hear what 
you are saying. I need change and I need repentance but what shall I do?” Then pause for a second and 
rejoice, because these guys are repentant. Who warned them of wrath to come? Yahweh did. God did, 
and then He saved them. That’s the message of baptism. Who warned you of wrath to come? You need 
to repent. And these guys say, “Okay! Let’s do it.” These sons of snakes, these sons of Satan, say, “Let’s 
do it. What do I have to do? Let me repent.” They respond, right? So, John tells them what they need to 
do. 

 
““Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 

food is to do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, 
“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages.” 
 
What’s he saying? Is this moralism? Is he telling everybody to act better and just do better at 

what they do? No, he’s not saying that. These are practical outworkings of faith and repentance that has 
already happened. Do you see what I’m saying? These are practical outworkings of believing faith. They 
are repentant actions. He’s not commanding anything new. This isn’t the basis of their relationship with 
God but it’s evidence of a relationship with God. He’s saying, “Stay in your jobs but be light. Be 
different.” These outward actions are expressions of inward change. So, heart change for these guys, he 
says, would result in sharing. A heart change would result in not hoarding clothes because you were 
selfish. A heart change would result in not stealing even though you would never get caught because 
that’s your profession. A heart change would look like trust in God that doesn’t feed your anxiety, that 
theft might assuage. These soldiers might have been anxious because they were unhappy with their 
wages. So, to be anxious they might have stolen or intimidated people. He is saying that when your 
heart is changed by Christ that you don’t act like that. So John preaches these things and he calls them 
to repentance. He calls them to not have trust and faith in their heritage but to have trust and faith in 
Yahweh, repent, and turn from these actions. He gives them practical how-tos and look what happens. 

Verse 15, 
 

“As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 
concerning John, whether he might be the Christ…” 
 
They are so excited about what John is preaching they are saying, “That was good. Maybe he’s 

God.” It’s crazy. They think that maybe this guy is God. They have great expectations. They hear him 
preaching something new to them and they think, “My hope shouldn’t be in that. We are looking for a 
Messiah. Maybe this guy is God. Maybe he’s the Messiah.” Why did they think that? I think it’s two 
reasons. I think that the reasons they thought that maybe John is the Messiah that is to come is that 
there is a human reason and a spiritual reason. I think the human reason is that John was captivating. I 
think his personality is one of those that was just larger than life. People from all walks of life would 
come out just to hear him and just to watch the show and see the spectacle. He looked so different. I 
think he was very eccentric. The Bible even mentions his diet, and his clothing, and his hairstyle. It 
doesn’t do that for other people. I think he was kind of a wild man and a character. And I think this from 
Jesus’ comments, too. In Luke 7, Jesus says this about John, 

 



 “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25 
What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are 
dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings' courts. 26 What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.” 
 
They didn’t go out there to see some little timid guy. They went out there to see John the 

Baptist. I think he was eccentric. I think—pause for a second; this is my opinion again—I think he was 
probably physically intimidating, too. Because remember, they were looking for a military Messiah. They 
were looking for somebody who was going to overthrow Rome. They were looking for a leader of men. 
Soldiers were coming to him, saying, “What should I do?” I think he was intimidating and I think he had a 
huge personality, but I don’t really think that’s why they thought he was God. The first reason is that I 
think he was captivating but the second reason, the spiritual reason, was that the Holy Spirit was 
empowering his preaching. He was indwelt by the power of the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit was 
speaking out of John’s mouth and appealing to their minds and emotions, and they are saying, “Yes! This 
message is so captivating, you must be God!” It was God who was speaking through John. 

So, here is my favorite part about John. People are asking, “Are you the one? Are you the 
Messiah?” and John doesn’t let that idea sit for a second. He says, “No!” Look at what he says in 
response to that. 

 
“John answered them all, saying, ‘I baptize you with water, but he who is 

mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his 
threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.’” 
 
Look at what he’s saying. They’re asking, “Are you Him? Are you the Messiah?” and he’s like, 

“No. I’m dunking you in water. I’m baptizing you with water but one is coming who is so much bigger, 
and stronger, and mightier than I, that I’m not even worthy to untie His shoes.” 

Now, there was a saying among rabbis that went like this: “Every service which a slave performs 
for his master shall a disciple do for his teacher.” Do you get that? “Every service which a slave performs 
for his master shall a disciple do for his teacher…except…the loosening of his sandal thong.” That was 
one thing that was too low for a disciple to do for his teacher. You act like a slave except for that one 
thing that is too low. Don’t untie his shoes. Don’t do that. And John is saying, “That one thing that is too 
low for people to do, I am not high enough to do that. That’s how low I am. That’s how much mightier 
He is. You think I’m God? I’m not even worthy to untie His shoes. I’m too low to perform the worst of 
jobs, the task that a disciple wouldn’t do for his master. I’m too low for that.” 

You see John’s humility in other books, too. John 3:22, it says this, 
 

“After this Jesus and his disciples went into the Judean countryside, and he 
remained there with them and was baptizing. 23 John also was baptizing at Aenon near 
Salim, because water was plentiful there, and people were coming and being baptized 24 
(for John had not yet been put in prison). 

25 Now a discussion arose between some of John's disciples and a Jew over 
purification. 26 And they came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, he who was with you 
across the Jordan, to whom you bore witness—look, he is baptizing, and all are going to 
him.’” 
 



Look at what they’re saying. They are saying to John, “John, look across the river. Remember 
that guy that you baptized? He’s teaching over there and all the people are leaving you. They are all 
going to hear him. Stop them. Go somewhere else.” This happened once in the Old Testament, in 
Numbers, where the people come to Joshua and they said, “Hey, there are some people prophesying in 
the camp.” Joshua was like, “What?” and he goes to Moses and says, “Hey, there are people preaching 
about God in the camp. Stop them.” And Moses says, “Stop them? I wish that everyone would preach. 
That’s great. Let them do it.” And here in Luke, they are coming to John and saying, “He’s got more 
followers than you have. Stop Him. People are listening to Him more than they are listening to you.” And 
John answered this, 

 
“A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.” 

 
What does that mean? God did that. God is causing those people to go over there. He can’t 

receive one follower unless God does it. God’s doing that. Great. Let’s let it happen. And he goes on to 
say this. This is mindblowing. 

 
“You yourselves bear me witness….” 

 
He’s basically saying, “You heard me say it.” 
 

“…that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’” 
 
He’s saying, “I’ve already said this and you’ve already heard it. I’m not the Messiah. I’ve been 

sent before Him. He is the Messiah. God is doing that. God is sending people to Him. It’s great.” Then, he 
goes on and says this, 

 
“The one who has the bride is the bridegroom.” 

 
Y’all get that? “The one who has the bride is the bridegroom.” So, picture a bride and a groom 

together and then he says, 
 

“The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly at the 
bridegroom's voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now complete.” 
 
He’s saying, “It’s not my day. I’m not getting married here. I’m not the groom. That’s the 

Groom.” Jesus is the Groom, right? And the friend of the groom gets excited when he hears the groom’s 
voice because these two who are getting married, it’s their day. “This is their special day. This is great. 
“It’s my job to say it. God is doing this work. I’m just a friend. I’m just a voice for a little while, but when 
His voice starts I shut up. God is doing this work.” 

And he goes on and says this, “Therefore, because people are going to His camp and not to my 
camp, 

 
“This joy of mine is now complete.” 

 
“That makes me happy. People are thinking less of me and more of Him. That makes me happy.” 

Then he says, 
 

“He must increase. I must decrease.” 



 
It must happen. It must happen. John doesn’t take credit for a second. Then, he goes on and 

says, 
 

“He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the 
earth and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all.” 
 
John says this a lot. In John 1:8, he says, “I’m not the light.” In John 1:20, he says, “I’m not the 

Christ.” In John 1:21, “I’m not Elijah. I’m not the prophet.” John 1:23, “I’m just a voice crying in the 
wilderness.” John 1:27, “I’m not worthy to untie His sandals.” 

Think about what a common pull this is, to have people following you. This can go on a micro 
level on your Instagram, but I’m thinking about people following pastors. There was a pull in the first 
century for him to have a big church and a big following, to impress people, and to say things that are 
nice so, “People are going to his church. Stop them. People are following him.” I think so many people 
feel validated if crowds are coming and shame on us if we feel that way at Red Oak. Myself be warned, 
shame on me if I preach what I think will impress people instead of what I think will point people to 
Christ. Shame on us if we do that. We are here to point to Jesus and not to us. When I say ‘we,’ I don’t 
just mean the pastors, I mean you. You exist on Earth not so people will say, “She is really cool. She is so 
competent. He’s really sharp. He really loves Jesus.” That’s not your mission. The Bridegroom is here. It’s 
their day. John says, “I’m the friend. I’m just a friend.” He had such humility. He could have said, “Hey, 
do you realize the Bible talks about me in Isaiah? That’s me!” Isn’t that crazy? None of us can say that. 
“You know when Isaiah was saying that—that was me!” He could have said that, right? “I’m the first 
prophet in four hundred sixty years.” But he said, “I’ve got to decrease. He must increase.” The crowd 
looks to Jesus, which means the Bride looks at the Bridegroom. Think about the Church being the Bride 
of Christ. The Bride looks at the Bridegroom and all pictures, all congratulations, and all hugs go there; 
and John just slips into the shadows as a friend. It’s beautiful. 

Kent Hughes says this, 
 
“Do you feel outdone? Outclassed? Eclipsed? Has someone come into your life who is obviously 
more gifted or more effective, someone you are finding it difficult to accept? You need to 
remember, ‘A person cannot receive even one thing unless it is given him from heaven.’ When 
that heavenly philosophy is operating in our lives, it produces security, joy in God’s work, 
humility, and freedom.”36 

 
John 1:6-7, 
 

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.” 
 
“Through him” – not ‘in’ him. That was John’s job—point people to Jesus. John goes on to say 

that Jesus will have the authority. “I baptized you with water but He’s going to baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.” 

 
Luke 3:17, 
 

                                                             
36 Hughes, R. Kent. Preaching the Word series; John: That You May Believe, p. 98; Crossway publishing. 
 



“His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
He’s basically saying, “His baptism is greater than mine. Mine is symbolic but His does 

something. He’s going to forgive your sins. He’s going to baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. He 
has the power to judge, so repent. That’s the message of His baptism. He is coming to judge, so repent. 
Repent, repent, repent.” 

 
Verse 18, 
 

“So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people.” 
 
He preached the Gospel. 
 

19 But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his 
brother's wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, 
that he locked up John in prison. 
 
So, John as a faithful preacher, was telling people everywhere to repent. He told Herod, “You 

need to repent. You are with your brother’s wife.” And Herod locked him up in prison. It’s a short-lived 
ministry but Jesus said, “No greater man has been born than John.”37 Why was he so great? Other 
people were faithful. I think, my opinion is—since the Scripture highlights it so much, and since the 
Gospels highlight it so much—I think that his humility has a lot to do with it. I think there was no greater 
man because he was humble. Those that are low will be lifted up. There had been no greater man born 
of woman because of how humble he was. He rejoiced—truly rejoiced—not just lip service. He rejoiced 
that the crowds that came to him were diminishing because Jesus’ crowds were growing. Then, he 
faithfully knew and carried out his role of making Jesus look great. 

Let me ask this question; why did Luke put this last little bit we read in here in this order? Did 
you notice that? Look at it for a second. In verses 18-20, John gets locked up in prison. In verse 21, John 
baptizes Jesus. What? Take a time out for a second. Luke is no dummy. He knows what he’s doing so 
why did he do it like that? Why did he structure it like that? I think that he is summing up John’s 
ministry. I think that this door is closing. I think that now that the voice of the Bridegroom has been 
heard that the voice in the wilderness can be quiet. It can kind of shut down. This is kind of the end. 
Even though John did some more things, this is John’s close. As he finishes out, his prophetic work was 
done and this is a new start. The verse even says, “When all had been baptized.” His voice was done. So 
John preached faithfully what we announced to you here, even tonight. That we are nothing. Our 
heritage means nothing. If John the Baptist was nothing then we are extra nothing. We have nothing to 
offer. You have nothing. We have nothing in our heritage to be proud of. We need Jesus—you and I 
both. That’s our only hope. Our hope is not in our heritage. Christ is everything. Look to Him and repent. 
We need to turn from our hopes in what we are and what we’ve done and put our hopes in Christ. Then, 
as we repent our actions will follow and our actions will change. 

We don’t do an invitation at our church, usually, but the invitation is always open. If you need to 
talk, please come talk to somebody. If you don’t understand what repentance is, or how to follow Jesus, 
or what it looks like to have faith in Christ and repentance; if you are confused by these things, I would 
love to talk to you about that. Zach, Rob, or any person in our church would love to talk to you about 
that. So, if you would like to talk about that let’s talk about that. 

                                                             
37 Matthew 11:11 



We are going to worship the Lord in song now. I’ll pray for us and Zach and these guys will come 
up and we will sing. 

Jesus,	we	do	love	you.	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	be	more	like	John	in	humility.	I	
pray	that	we	would	think	of	ourselves	less	and	that	we	would	point	people	to	you.	I	pray	that	our	
lives	would	be	structured	around	pointing	people	to	you.	I	pray	that	our	actions	would	follow	after	
you.	Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	take	even	the	message	tonight	and	that	you	would	cause	that	to	go	
over	and	over	in	our	minds	about	faith,	and	repentance,	and	the	true	Gospel.	I	thank	you	for	John’s	
voice	that	heralded	the	way	for	you,	Jesus.	God,	all	our	hope	is	in	you.	We	love	you,	Lord	Jesus,	and	
we	want	to	worship	you	now.	In	your	name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
Y’all can have a seat. We have some exciting announcements to go over really quick. One is 

about Mark Manning. Mark is someone that our church has supported in the past. He is tied in fulltime 
with CRU. He is here tonight to visit with us and I believe to pick up some boats from Snowbird. So, 
make sure to get by to greet him and if you don’t already know him go by and meet him. If you do know 
him make sure you visit with him. Also, Cam Seals has already gone. He’s already on his way to go join 
up with JD in (an undisclosed location). He’s going to be doing some awesome stuff this semester, doing 
some recon work and getting to know different people groups. He’s going to be getting as much 
information on them as possible so that missionaries can follow that up with hands-on ministry to those 
people. Please keep Cam in your prayers. It’s just awesome because you guys are doing that. It’s our 
church that’s sending him there. Please keep Cam in your prayers. Then, Absalom and Austin will be 
leaving next week to go and join Blueberry and Brittany over in Africa, so we will be praying for them. 
Blueberry is really excited about getting them over there to join in with what he is doing. So, that’s an 
awesome opportunity. Then, Brodie Ellis leaves Tuesday for India to join in the training that Spencer 
talked about last week. It’s an awesome opportunity where we are sending people from our church and 
we are also paving the way for pastors to go over for this training to these new believers who God is 
going to use to reach their own unreached people groups with the Gospel. That is going on now so 
Brodie will be leaving Tuesday. 

Let’s do this. I’m going to pause and we are going to pray. Those of you guys who are close go 
ahead and get around Brodie and put hands on him. We are going to pray over him and that ministry. 
It’s just awesome. He is going over and representing our church to train men who are going to reach 
people who have never—who right now don’t have the Gospel. They don’t have a way to hear about 
Jesus but they are going to. God is using us to be a part of that. So, let’s go ahead and pray right now. 

Lord	Jesus,	we	love	you.	Thank	you	for	your	grace	and	your	mercy	and	thank	you	for	the	
Gospel.	Thank	you	that	you	sent	John	into	the	wilderness	to	proclaim	repentance	and	to	prepare	the	
way	for	the	Gospel	and	for	Jesus	our	Savior.	Lord,	as	we	think	about	that	in	terms	of	what	is	
happening	right	now	in	India,	as	our	man	there	is	discipling	and	as	Brodie	will	be	discipling	these	
men	next	week,	to	prepare	them	to	go	and	proclaim	the	same	Gospel,	the	same	Jesus,	the	same	risen	
Lord	and	Savior,	I	pray	that	you	would	give	Brodie	the	wisdom,	and	the	grace,	and	the	words,	and	
the	power	by	your	Spirit	to	minister	to	these	men	and	that	you	would	raise	them	up	to	be	leaders	in	
new	churches,	and	to	plant	churches	in	the	darkest	places	on	that	continent.	Lord,	we	pray	that	for	
your	glory	that	the	Church	would	grow	and	eternal	souls	would	be	saved.	So,	we	pray	that	you	
would	strengthen	him,	and	God	I	pray	that	it	would	just	be	an	awesome	time	of	fellowship	and	
encouragement.	I	pray	this	in	Christ’s	name.	Amen.	

In addition to that, in the back of the room there are some prayer calendars that Caroline and 
Brodie have put together so that throughout this training that you can track that training and pray 
specifically over who is there and who is being trained and their needs. Please get that and track that. 



Wherever you are going to study the Bible in the morning, keep that calendar there and make that part 
of your time with the Lord to pray over this. 

That was awesome, huh? You know, dreads are a pipe dream. Camel clothes—no thank you. But 
all of this week can point people to Jesus and tell people about Jesus. Pray for that. When you get up 
tomorrow, pray for opportunities to share Jesus and to tell somebody about Jesus. Tell somebody that 
the Messiah has come and that all flesh can see salvation in the person, and the work, and the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus. 

I’ll read from Hebrews 13:20-21, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 



 
January 15, 2016 
Luke 3: 21-38 
Brody Holloway 
 

I want to welcome you again to Red Oak. My name is Brody and I’m one of the pastors here. 
Turn to Luke 3. We are going to pick up in verse 21 tonight. We are going to open the Word of 

the Lord and we are going to finish out Luke 3. We are going through the Book of Luke and we will 
follow that with a study of the Book of Acts. It will take us about three-and-a-half or four years to do all 
of this. My daughter, Kilby, gave me this sobering thought the other night. She said, “You know, by the 
time we get through Acts, I will be gone.” I gasped. Some of you parents have already lived through that. 
Don’t put it in that context. But it’s going to take us a while to get through this study. We are going to 
take our time but we aren’t going to creepy-crawl through it. You could really slow down and inch your 
way through it but we are going to try to take bigger chunks of Scripture and get through the stories that 
are laid out for us in Luke and Acts. 

So, tonight, we come to the story where Jesus is baptized. Last week we looked at a picture of 
baptism through John the Baptizer. We call him John the Baptist and he is named that because he 
baptized people. We are a church that believes that Scripture is clear in terms of how baptism is to occur 
and that is by immersion. We dunk people and we get every inch of you wet if you get baptized here. So, 
John the Baptizer was dunking people in the Jordan River and he was calling them to repentance, and 
people were getting saved, and it was all about Jesus. He was crazy and he was the original hipster. He is 
what every cool cat in every coffee shop in America wants to look like today. John the Baptist was the 
real deal. He was burly, and hairy, and eating bugs, but he was all about Jesus, and he was leading 
people to Jesus, and people were getting saved. He was baptizing them and the Church was growing. 

So, we come to this point tonight where Jesus shows up and He is going to be baptized, and it’s 
really important that we understand why He did that and what the significance is for us. We pick it up in 
verse 21 and it says this. This is the Word of the Lord, 

 
“Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been 

baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; 
with you I am well pleased.” 
 
So, let’s just take this apart into some major thoughts and points that we need to understand in 

these two verses. I remember several years ago, I was speaking at an event and there were several 
churches there and a lot of people. I remember at the end of the event where I had preached that 
particular session that evening, two young ladies walked into the venue and they were really distraught 
and were freaked out. They were saying that they needed to be baptized. They came to me bypassing 
crowds of people at this big event. They get to me and they say, “We need to be baptized. Are you the 
preacher here?” I said, “I am one of the preachers. There are a lot of preachers here. But let’s talk about 
this. Why do you need to be baptized?” And as they begin to explain why they wanted to be baptized, I 
realized that what they wanted to do was be baptized to sort of escape the situation that they were in. 
They had had some demonic influences and had some hallucinations and I think they were tripping on 
some stuff. To be honest, I think they were high and were tripping on some stuff. I was trying to 
communicate and work through that with them and be gentle. The bottom line was that they were not 
willing to make a profession of faith in Jesus. They just wanted the external component of baptism as if 
it was a sprinkling of holy water that would ward off demons or something like that. A lot of people view 
baptism as a purely external idea that if I can go be baptized it will be a sort of shield of protection 



around me. But what the Bible teaches over, and over, and over is that baptism doesn’t make you a 
Christian. It doesn’t protect you from demonic attack and it doesn’t help you put your past behind you. 
Baptism is simply an act of obedience whereby we are identifying with Jesus and confessing Him as Lord 
and saying, “I’m going to follow Jesus forever.” When we are baptized and we go into the water it is 
symbolic of going into the grave with Jesus. 

If you think back, those of you who were baptized before you came to this church, maybe the 
preacher said something like, “You are buried in the likeness of Christ’s death and you are raised to walk 
in newness of life,” and the preacher probably said that he is baptizing you in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the New Testament, they would baptize in the name of the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and we see in this text tonight that all three persons of the Trinity are 
present. But baptism doesn’t save people. Confession of Jesus as Lord saves people. A turning from a life 
of sin, and repentance, and a running toward Jesus for salvation—that saves people. Baptism is this act 
of identifying with Jesus publicly, as if to say, I am dead with Christ, and so I’m raised with Christ, and 
now I live with Christ. That’s why Paul says to the Galatians, in Galatians 2:20, 

 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 

me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” 
 
I’m identifying with Jesus in His death, and burial, and resurrection. So, baptism is me identifying 

with Christ. But here is the powerful turn of events in all of this—baptism was first Jesus identifying with 
sinners. That’s what we see in the text tonight. A lot of times, we understand that to be baptized I am 
identifying with Jesus and it’s a public, outward act of obedience based on my confession of faith. But 
Jesus is being baptized to identify with sinners. Look what it says, 

 
“Now when all the people were baptized…” 

 
All the people. Now, we heard in our text last week, that this was a baptism of repentance. 

Repentance simply means this—to be repentant means to turn away from the life that I’m living, the 
things I’m pursuing, and the desires of my flesh that I’m chasing after. Some of you all have crazy 
testimonies. Some of you, I love to sit down and hear your Jesus story. You talk about, “I was shooting 
up this, and I was snorting up that, and I was prostituting here, or I was beating my wife, or I was getting 
beaten by this person…” –it’s crazy to hear the stories—but then you met Jesus. Thanks be to God that 
Jesus delivers people from the dominion of darkness and brings them into the dominion of light where 
He rules and reigns. If you are here tonight and you don’t know the Lord, the hope that we have to offer 
you is that the power of the Gospel can rescue you from your own sin. Before it rescues you from your 
own brokenness, or your own devastation, or the consequences of your own life choices, it rescues you 
from sin, and darkness, and Hell, and death, and Jesus brings us into a kingdom of light. That’s what the 
Gospel does. I got saved when I was nineteen years old. I got ripped, snorted, snatched out of the mouth 
of the lion and brought into the kingdom of light and it changed me. 

There are stories throughout the Scriptures and one of my favorite ones is a few chapters from 
now when we get to Luke 7 and 8. A woman named Mary Magdalene was literally indwelt with multiple 
demons and Jesus brought her out of a life of prostitution and demonic possession and saved her. Why? 
Because of what He does in Luke 3:21—when all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized. 
What is He doing? He is identifying with people in their brokenness. See, if this is a baptism of 
repentance, Jesus doesn’t need to repent. If you haven’t done anything wrong you don’t apologize. 
Right? I don’t need to go down to the courthouse and apologize for robbing the United Community Bank 
because I haven’t ever robbed the United Community Bank. I don’t plan on it anywhere on my agenda 



ever in life. I’ll scratch in a dumpster before I rob the bank. So, I’m not going to go apologize for it. 
Repentance is something that follows guilty actions. So, humans are sinful and we need to repent. That’s 
a key component of the Gospel. Jesus is not sinful so He doesn’t need to repent. So, why would He be 
baptized into something that’s called a baptism of repentance? Why would He have to do that? Well, it’s 
to identify with broken people. 

See, every other system in the world, every system of belief, and philosophy, and religion, says, 
“Do your best. Earn God’s favor.” This system right here says that you could never earn God’s favor and 
you could never do a good enough best to get Him to approve. So, identify with Christ as He identifies 
with you. Be absorbed into Christ, and be buried with Him in baptism, and be buried with Him in His 
own, literal death, and be raised to walk in newness of life. That’s what the Gospel offers us—new life. 
Some of you who are here tonight need new life. You need to follow Jesus and you need to come to 
Christ and be free from the dominion and power of sin. Jesus identifies with them in their sin so He goes 
into those baptismal waters. In identifying with them He is saying, “I’m with these people.” That’s 
awesome. Listen, y’all—Jesus didn’t come to be with the righteous, and spiritual, and holy people of the 
world; or should I say self-righteous, self-spiritualized, self-identified as holy people of the world. He 
came to identify with sinners. Jesus is always hanging out with prostitutes, and addicts, and drunkards, 
and alcoholics, and tax collectors, who were the worst kind of bad. Why is He doing this? He’s doing it 
because in order to save them He had to enter into their world, identify with their sin, as a sinless  
person, and bring them out of that sin through the power of the cross. So, Jesus identifies with people in 
their sin, and their brokenness, and their fallenness. So, that’s first and foremost why He is being 
baptized. 

The second thing that is at work here is that we see the work of the Trinity, and we think that 
Scripture is clear that God exists in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is very difficult to 
understand exactly how this works. It’s a really, really hard thing to wrap your brain around. We can’t 
fully understand it. How is it that God the Father is God, God the Son is God, God the Holy Spirit is God, 
and yet they are all one, and yet they are distinctly different? This is very difficult to try to grasp. We 
explain it to young people this way. If you take a quarter, and you put it on a piece of paper, and you 
take a pencil, and you carefully trace around that quarter, then we say, “How many circles are there?” 
Well, there is one circle. Now, we take that pencil up from the paper and we trace right over that circle 
again and then we do it a third time. How many circles are there? Well, there are three circles. No, there 
is really one circle. But there are three. But there is one. Are you more confused now or did that help? 
I’m going to leave it with you and hopefully that will help it make a little more sense. But the Trinity is a 
concept, and a doctrine, and something that Scripture teaches, and the way we piece together the 
doctrine of the Trinity is what separates---. 

Listen, I’m going to take a minute here and throw out some big, huge words, but I’m going to 
define them for you, okay? This is the way we separate biblical, Christian orthodoxy from false teaching. 
Orthodoxy means ‘right thinking.’ So, to think rightly about God, and Jesus, and the Bible, and me, and 
sin, I need to understand what the Scripture teaches. There is a lot of wrong, false teaching out there. 
There are whole religions, and denominations, and cults—I could name a bunch of them. There is a 
website you can go on called the Center for Apologetic Research Ministry (carm.org) where you can read 
about the Jehovah’s Witnesses, and you can read about The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, 
and you can read about the Hindus, and about a lot of different modern cults and religions that basically 
reject certain aspects of orthodoxy or right biblical thinking and embrace certain components of false 
teaching. One of the things that will always happen when someone is rejecting orthodoxy is that they 
will reject the Trinity. They’ll say, “God can’t exist in three persons. How can Jesus be God and man, and 
how can the Holy Spirit be God and one with Jesus?” Well, here’s how the Bible puts it together. Again, 
we can’t totally grasp it. The Bible teaches us from Genesis to Revelation—Genesis is the first book of 
the Bible and Revelation is the last book of the Bible—that God the Father is God; and the Bible teaches 



us from Genesis to Revelation that God the Son is God; and the Bible teaches us from Genesis to 
Revelation that God the Holy Spirit is God. Then, there’s a fourth thing; not a fourth person of the Trinity 
because that wouldn’t be a Trinity. From beginning to end the Bible teaches us that there is one God. 
Okay. Did you get that? The Bible teaches is throughout that God the Father is God; it teaches is that 
God the Son is God; it teaches us that God the Spirit is God; and it teaches us that there is one God. So, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God. Three in one—that’s the doctrine of the Trinity. 

This is one of the few places in all of the Bible where we see the Trinity at work in one moment, 
in one scene, in this beautiful, harmonious interaction. It has to do with the obedience of Christ to 
embrace the sinfulness of man and take it into himself as His own identity. The Bible says it this way in 2 
Corinthians 5:21, that He took our sin onto himself. It says that God took Jesus, who knew no sin, and for 
us He became sin. 

 
“For our sake he (God) made him (Christ) to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him (Christ) we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
The Bible also says, prophetically, long before the day that this happened, in the book of Isaiah, 

that Jesus would be “numbered with the transgressors.” What’s a transgressor? A sinner. Who are 
transgressors? Everybody. We are all sinners. The Bible says that we have all sinned and fallen short of 
God’s glory. So, Jesus would be numbered with the transgressors.  

Listen, church, one of the greatest moments of explosive joy is when you realize that a perfect 
God, sinless in His very essence, sinless in His human action, identifies with you in your sin and rescues 
you from it. He loves you that much. He says, “I’ll give you life.” Not just “I’ll give you life,” but as in John 
10, “I’ll give you life to the fullest…abundant life.” And you will still fall and mess up. You will fall flat on 
your sandwiched up lips. Bam! You will eat dirt and you will fall flat on your face spiritually, but in Christ, 
by His power, you will grab a handful of dirt, and keep crawling, and keep digging, and get back up on 
your feet. The Christian life will leave you dirty, and ragged, and bloody, and beat up, and run over, but 
you will never fail, ultimately. You will overwhelmingly conquer because the Scripture says that in Christ 
we overwhelmingly conquer and if God be for us who can be against us?38 Why? Because Christ 
identifies with us. Whoo! That’s good. 

So, we see the Trinity at work. We see the Son praying. It says, 
 

“When Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, 
22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came 
from heaven…” 
 
So, we see the Father speaking in verse 22, we see Jesus praying in verse 21, and the Holy Spirit 

descending. So you have all these aspects of what’s going on. 
So, the first main point is that Christ identifies with sinful people. The second thing is that we 

see the Trinity at work. And the third thing is this; I want to help you understand about the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Francis Chan wrote a book a few years ago called Forgotten God. Some of you read it. It’s about 
how the Holy Spirit is the one person that we sort of push aside. We either over-emphasize the Spirit in 
an unbiblical way or we under-emphasize Him in an unbiblical way. So, we need to understand certain 
things about the Holy Spirit. Tonight, we are just going to take a minute; we are not really going to 
unpack a sermon on the Holy Spirit but there are some things that you need to know if you are new to 
the faith, or new to Christianity, or if you are kind of asking questions because you are wondering. 

                                                             
38 Romans 8:31 



Here’s what we need to know about the Holy Spirit. In the work of Jesus, while He was here on 
Earth for thirty-three years, the first place we see the Holy Spirit is at the conception of Jesus. Jesus was 
conceived in the womb of a young virgin by the Holy Spirit. God miraculously put Him there. He is then 
born into this world and the Bible tells us that from birth to twelve that He increased in wisdom by the 
Holy Spirit. So, the Holy Spirit is with Jesus from the time He is in the womb and throughout His 
childhood. This is why you, mom and dad, you pray over your kid. You pray that the Spirit of God guides 
their conscience, guides them with conviction, and stirs them in their heart to conviction. Pray that your 
sons and daughters—even those of you who have little, teeny toddlers—pray that God would use them 
in an awesome way, even in the lives of their friends as they begin elementary school, and that even at a 
young age that they would have hearts that are turned toward the Lord. Because the Holy Spirit is with 
Christ throughout His childhood. 

Then, the Bible teaches us that when Jesus goes through these baptismal waters that the Holy 
Spirit descends on Him now in a very visible way. We see this descending of a dove and He rests on the 
Lord. Then, right after this, what is going to happen in chapter 4 is that Jesus is going to go up into the 
wilderness and be tempted by Satan, and the Holy Spirit empowers Him to withstand that temptation. 
Then, here’s what’s going to happen. Over the next three years of His ministry the Holy Spirit empowers 
Jesus—think about this—the Holy Spirit empowers Jesus to preach, to heal, and to do miracles. The Holy 
Spirit empowers Him at one point to worship the Father. The Holy Spirit empowers Him to be obedient 
to the Father’s commands and desires. Hebrews 9 tells us that the Holy Spirit empowers Him to actually 
go to the cross. The Holy Spirit empowers Him to stay on the cross and then the Holy Spirit literally 
raises Jesus from the dead. And in the Book of Acts we are told that the Holy Spirit of God anointed 
Christ. 

Now, the Bible tells us this in Romans 8—all of you who are being led by the Spirit of God are 
sons of God. If you are a child of God, if you are a child of the Heavenly Father, if Christ has saved you 
from your sin, the Bible teaches us that we’ve been given that same Spirit that raised Jesus from the 
dead. Romans 8:11. The same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead lives and dwells inside of you. The 
Bible also tells us in the Book of Titus that when we come to faith in Jesus that there’s a washing of 
rebirth and a renewal by the Holy Spirit. Salvation equals the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in 
the life of a believer. The Holy Spirit is real and He is God and He is with us. It’s important that we 
understand that. So, we are introduced in a very visual, physical way here to the Holy Spirit. 

Now, next, this is number four. We have five points tonight. As we have looked at the Holy Spirit 
I want to look at the Fatherhood of God for just a second. Because what happens here in verse 22, when 
the Father speaks, it says, 

 
“…and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice 

came from heaven,…” 
 
And this is what the voice said, 
 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
Now, we learn a lot about the Fatherhood of God. I’m taking a lot here from a book written by 

Douglas Wilson in 2012, called Father Hunger. Daddies, you need to read it. Daddies-to-be, you need to 
read it. If you want to become a Dad, read it. If you have daddy wounds, as an adult, you should read it. 
It’s a really good book. We like to recommend good books to you. In chapter 1, on pages 1 and 2, Doug 
Wilson draws us into this scene of the baptism of Jesus, and he says that right here in this moment we 
have the most powerful father/son moment in all of history. We do. And he breaks it down into five 
things that are happening right here, and the first thing is this. 



He says the Father was there. The Father was present. Without raising your hand or answering 
out loud, how many of us carry deep wounds because our daddy wasn’t there? He just wasn’t there. He 
didn’t hang around. He split, he bailed, or he was just simply absent. Maybe he kind of came and went 
or maybe he was there occasionally, but a lot of us carry wounds from that. There are a lot of people in 
this church who are wounded because of the absence of your dad. So, God the Father teaches us that as 
a Father that He is there. So, if you grew up in a situation where you have a hard time looking at God the 
Father because your dad was absent, and you say, “This idea about God being a Father, I can’t really 
latch onto that because my dad was absent,” you are now able to say, “Oh, I can see right here that God 
is not absent. He’s very present. He’s there with His Son.” Because we know that Scripture teaches us 
that when we walk with Christ that we are made co-heirs with Christ, and the Bible tells us in Romans 8 
that Jesus is the firstborn among many brethren. Watch this! Whatever interaction we see between God 
the Father and God the Son, we get to be brought into that same type of interaction. God will treat us as 
firstborn sons. That’s powerful, y’all. That gives life to those of us who have daddy wounds. So, the first 
thing that we see about the fatherhood of God is that He’s present. 

The second thing is that He makes His presence felt. He’s not a daddy who walks in from a long 
day at work, plops down in the big easy chair, grabs a cold beer, pops on the TV with the remote, and 
zones every human in the world out for the next four hours. He’s not one who walks in from work, 
checks things at the door, and heads out to the shop to turn wrenches on his hotrod, or his motorcycle, 
or his bass boat. He’s not that type of dad. He’s the type of dad who comes home from work, busts 
through the door, and says, “Daddy’s home! Game on! We’re gonna wrestle, we’re gonna play, and 
we’re going to throw pillows so hard that it’s going to cut you a flip across the living room floor.” He’s 
that kind of daddy. He’s a daddy that says, “Alright, we are going into the master bedroom and we’re 
going to have a jumping contest on the super California king size bed.” He’s a dad that is engaged with 
His kids. He’s that kind of daddy. He’s a dad that says, “Let’s sit down and talk. I want to know what you 
have to say,” and He listens. Because, see, the second thing that a lot of us carry daddy wounds from is 
maybe your dad was there but he didn’t listen. You didn’t have his ear because he was checked out. You 
were living in the same house but you were not engaged. And I would say to those of you who have a 
daddy that cares; he may be a little bit overbearing, he may seem a little obnoxious to you at times, but 
if he’s making his presence felt, you thank God for that, because you have no idea in your youth what a 
protective layer God is wrapping your life in, because one of the most exposing, damaging things is the 
absence of a father, but equally damaging is the physical presence but the emotional, spiritual, and 
psychological absence of that same man. And God is not like that. So, when you hear of the fatherhood 
of God and you go, “The daddy thing don’t work for me,” see that this is the kind of Father that we have. 
That’s what the fatherhood of God teaches us. 

Then, the third thing is this. He made His presence known by speaking. He is there and He makes 
His presence felt. How? The heavens opened. What did that look like? We talked about this when 
Spencer talked about the heavens opening to declare the coming of the Christ child. What did it look like 
when the heavens opened for the baptism of Jesus? I don’t know but there were eyewitnesses. 

Time out. Go back to week one, those of you who have walked through this study with us. In 
week one, when we were introduced to the Book of Luke, what we were introduced to was a collection 
of eyewitness accounts. Luke is basing this Gospel on eyewitness accounts, so he’s going to people and 
he’s saying, “You were at the baptism of Jesus. Tell me about it.” He writes it down. “You were at the 
baptism of Jesus. Tell me about it. Is there anyone else you know who was there who I can talk to? Hey, I 
hear you guys were at the baptism of Jesus.” So Luke collects eyewitness accounts and at some point, let 
me read this at the end of verse 21, 

 
“…the heavens were opened…” 

 



I don’t know exactly what that looked like. However it was described to Luke, it was described in 
first-person accounts. It was like, “I was there, man. I saw it.” Because how many times in a week do I 
hear somebody say, “I heard so-and-so say…” and they start telling a story. I don’t know about you but 
I’ve gotten to a point in my life where I’m totally skeptical when somebody starts talking about 
something that they heard or something that was said, that he said she said. But when somebody says 
to you, “You’re not going to believe what just happened to me,” and they share a firsthand account, 
that’s different. 

So, the heavens were opened and we know that God didn’t just make His presence known and 
felt, but now He speaks. He speaks. There is a power in words. There is so much power in words. Again, 
some of us maybe struggle because we were spoken to harshly or we were spoken to in a verbally 
abusive manner. God speaks, but when He speaks it’s beautiful, and poetic, and empowering. It’s 
empowering. 

I’ll never forget this powerful moment when I was at a local high school football game years ago. 
There was a young man who had a major daddy wound in his life. I was standing at the fence behind the 
end zone and I was watching this kid. It was kind of crunch time and it was right down to the goal line 
stand. This kid made a massive hit, and stopped the runner, and saved the touchdown, and preserved 
the win, and I yelled at him, “You are a slobbering mad dog. You are some kind of animal. You’re the 
man!” That kid was literally looking around like, “Who said that to me?” and he saw me and he pumped 
his fist up in the air; and that kid spoke about that for the next three or four years. He said, “Nobody 
ever said anything like that to me.” I was just into the game, you know? I was just excited. It was a good 
hit and I’m a football fan. I used to play. He snot-bubbled that dude and it was good. Some of y’all know 
what I’m talking about. I had no idea that it would be such an empowering moment for that young man. 
His mother came and talked to me and said, “I don’t know what you said to my son on the field Friday 
night but he’s been different for the last five days.” Why? Because we need the empowering of words, 
don’t we. Some of us need it more than others. Some of you need a word of encouragement. God 
speaks encouragement and approval. 

Number four about the fatherhood of God is that He expresses His love for His Son. 
 

“This is my beloved Son…” 
 
In expressing His love He also shows ownership, so He identifies with His Son. God is saying, “I 

love my Son. I identify with my Son and I’m proud to be His daddy. I’m proud to have Him as a Son.”  
Number five is that He expressed His pleasure in the Son. He’s pleased with Him. “This is my 

Son. I love Him. And by the way, I’m very well pleased with who He is and what He’s become.” So, God 
expressed His love and He expressed His pleasure. It’s a powerful moment. This is a beautiful look at the 
fatherhood of God. 

Now, there are two things I want to walk away from that with. Number one is that I want to be a 
recipient of the fatherhood of God. We have to open our hearts and receive the fatherly love of God. 
Open your heart and receive that. The second thing is a word to men. Men, let’s become that kind of 
daddy. Let’s do like that. Let’s be a church where people show up here and they say, “I know there 
aren’t any folks with money at Red Oak. They wear junky cars and half of them wear the same clothes 
every Sunday. But there are a bunch of strong men who love their wives and babies. I’ll tell you what, 
it’s a secure and safe place because the men there understand the fatherhood of God.” That would be 
alright, wouldn’t it? That would be a good thing. That would be a powerful thing. 

Let’s keep going. Verse 23, the genealogy of Jesus Christ. This is the last point. 
 

“Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the son 
(as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the 



son of Melchi, the son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the son of 
Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son 
of Mattathias, the son of Semein, the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, 
the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of 
Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son 
of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the 
son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 
31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of Nathan, the son 
of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of Sala, the son of 
Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the son of Hezron, 
the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham,…” 

 
Now watch, in Matthew’s genealogy he stops here and does a sort of reverse lineage where he 

starts with Abraham and comes down. This is significant. When you get to the lineages and you go, “Aw, 
I don’t like to read this part,” know that they are significant and the way they are laid out is significant. 
Okay? So, Luke keeps going beyond Abraham. Watch this. 

 
“…the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son 

of Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, 
the son of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son 
of Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enos, 
the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God.” 

 
Now watch the significance in this. Like I said, Matthew inverts it and gives a genealogy that 

starts with Abraham and it’s a Jewish genealogy. Okay? The Jewish people kept very significant records 
and it’s a Jewish genealogy. So, right on the heels of the baptism of Jesus, the Father is identifying with 
Him as His Son, and Luke spits out this genealogy. Why would he do that? Here’s why. This is significant 
and these two things tie together. Jesus is identifying with us in His baptism, God the Father is 
identifying with the Son, and when we are baptized we are identifying with the Son and the Father, and 
we are given the Holy Spirit in this life, and now Luke takes this lineage and says, “Watch this.” All the 
way back to Abraham, Luke is tying the lineage of Jesus into the Jewish bloodline. But now he goes 
beyond Abraham, from Abraham to Adam, and says, “Oh, and by the way, this is for all of humanity.” 
Jew, Gentile, African, European, North American, Black, Hispanic, Asian, Caucasian…everybody…rich 
people, poor people, broken people, smart people, other people…mamas, daddies, grandbabies…this is 
the Savior for all mankind. There is not a sliver of humanity that doesn’t need Jesus and there’s not a 
sliver of humanity that Jesus didn’t come to die for. That’s the power of the Gospel. He goes, “Abraham 
got this dream, and vision, and a word from God where He said, ‘I’m going to raise up a nation of 
people.’” So you’ve got all the nations of the world and they funnel down to Abraham, and then there’s 
this line that goes straight down to Jesus, and then that line goes through the royal line of David’s 
house. And God gives promises and covenants and says, “I’m sending a Man into the world who is going 
to be God in the flesh.” We can trace Him through all of history. But then He goes, “Watch this!” Boom. 
On the front side of that, before God ever came to Abraham, this lineage goes all the way up to the 
throne of God, where Adam was the first man created, and all of us are descended from Adam. But 
then, after Jesus, the Scripture says that the Gospel spread because of the work of Jesus to all people. 
So, Paul says in Romans 1, 

 



“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 
everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.” 
 
It’s for Jews and Gentiles. It’s for everybody. 
Right before Cam left, he and Joseph39, his teammate, came over and had supper and we were 

sitting around the table. Now, Joseph, Cam, and I have talked about this, and I asked, “Are you prepared 
to lose your head, because that literally may be the cost of getting the Gospel to these people?” Yeah. 
You know why? Because Jesus is for all people. He’s for all people and the Gospel is worth whatever it 
takes to get it to all people. 

The lineage of Jesus is valuable for us because it reminds us of a couple of things. It reminds us 
of the humanity of Christ. Jesus was literally born into human existence and human history. 

I did a little bit of history. There are 7 billion people on Earth right now and we are actually 
approaching 8 billion. I don’t know how they come up with that. They did a census in our country and 
they couldn’t get it right. I don’t know how they know how many people live across the world but it’s 
somewhere between seven and eight billion. I read a bunch of different sources and who knows how 
authoritative they are, but it is estimated that between a low of 65 billion and a high of 108 billion (most 
estimates hovered around 107 billion) humans have ever lived. That’s a lot. Now, if you took just the 
humans—I’m going to throw something at you that I use with students a lot—if you took just the 
humans that are alive today and we clasped hands and stood on the equator and wrapped around 
planet Earth, most of us would drown. That’s the joke. If you did that, we would wrap around planet 
Earth about seven times. Now, I am terrible at math. I know that four quarters equal a dollar and that’s 
about as far as it goes. But, seven-and-a-half billion will wrap around the Earth about seven times, or 
something like that, so all of humanity would wrap planet Earth dozens of times. 

Take all of those people and if you could put everything in black and white and run a scarlet 
thread through history from the first Adam, there’s a clean and perfect line to the second Adam. There’s 
no denying where Christ came from or why He came when He came. All prophesy was fulfilled and 
here’s the thing; in His bloodline that we just read is Abraham, who was a liar and Abraham’s daddy, 
Terah, who was an idolater who worshipped demons. We know that in that bloodline was a man named 
Judah who was a cheat, and a thief, and who messed around with prostitutes. We know that there was a 
guy named Jacob who stole from his own brother and deceived his own father to take the family 
inheritance. We know from Matthew’s account that there was a woman named Rahab who was a 
prostitute who was in the lineage and bloodline of Jesus. We know that there was a woman named 
Bathsheba who was an adulteress. We know that there was a pagan woman named Ruth who was from 
a Moabite people who were very foul in their existence and barbaric in their worship. See, Jesus doesn’t 
come into a clean, perfect lineage, because there is no such thing. Jesus comes into a broken line of 
people who are full of not just brokenness but depravity and ugliness in its worst form. And in that very 
lineage, He displays why He came to save humanity. His own lineage is so broken.  

Some of you come from a family line that is disheveled, and jacked up, and broken, and messed 
up. There hasn’t ever been a man stay faithful in your family line. There’s never been a woman stay 
faithful in your family line. Nobody has ever loved Jesus and cared about others. You could be the 
person who by the power of this Savior, breaks and cuts off that lineage and starts a new inheritance 
and a new ancestry that is rooted in the Gospel. That’s what Jesus shows us. I refuse to be identified or 
to be defined by my father’s failure. I’m not going to let it happen. Why? Because of the power of the 
Gospel. 

So, considering these things, here’s what we know to be true. I want to conclude with a passage 
from Galatians 3:27-29. The Bible says this, 
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“For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is 

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's 
offspring, heirs according to promise.” 
 
We are baptized into Christ and we are identified with Him as He has identified with us. We are 

brought into the family of God and we are sons and daughters of God. Specifically, we are treated as 
firstborn sons, those who receive the full inheritance of the Father because of what Jesus has done. 

Some of you need to, this week, get sick and tired of being sick and tired and floundering 
through life, and live as sons of the Most High God, because of what Jesus has done for you; because of 
what He came to do and because of what He came to give. Receive what He has for you. Follow Jesus 
with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself. Let’s be a church that’s 
on mission, let’s be people on mission, and let’s recognize Christ for who He is. Let’s worship Him in 
spirit and in truth.  

Tonight, as we sing songs of worship and close our time together, I would make this invitation to 
you. If you don’t know the Lord and you want to meet Jesus for the first time I’ll be standing right down 
here. Rob Conti, one of our pastors, is standing right down here. There are several other pastors in the 
room. Any Red Oak member could pray with you. We would love to pray with you and help you 
understand how it is to follow Jesus. We will baptize you. Not tonight, unless you insist, and we will go 
right down there to the creek. You can follow Jesus, and come out of the darkness and into the light 
because of what Jesus has done. 

I’ll pray and we’ll sing. 
Lord,	I	thank	you	for	all	that	you’ve	done	and	all	that	you	are	going	to	do.	I	thank	you	for	the	

power	of	the	Gospel	and	I	thank	you	for	the	power	of	your	Word.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	a	church	
that	replicates	and	duplicates	itself	among	indigenous	people	groups	in	hard	to	reach	places,	and	I	
pray	that	we	would	also	reach	our	community	and	love	people	here	really	good.	We	need	to	love	
them	like	Jesus.	I	pray	that	you	would	bring	hurting	and	broken	people	to	this	church	and	that	they	
would	find	that	we	are	not	a	church	of	perfect	people	but	we	are	a	church	of	really	broken	and	
jacked	up	people	who	have	been	redeemed	and	who	have	been	brought	out	of	darkness	into	light	
by	the	power	of	the	Gospel.	I	pray	that	would	give	us	influence	and	favor	in	this	community.	I	thank	
you	for	the	text	tonight	where	we	have	learned	so	much	about	who	you	are.	Help	us	to	worship	you	
and	to	respond	accordingly.	In	Jesus’	name.	

 
(Shawn Clark) 
That was awesome. Thank you. Thank you, Brody. We are a blessed people. While we were 

singing I was thinking about what Brody preached on tonight and thinking about how many people from 
this little town of Andrews that God is sending all over the world. All over the world. And tonight we get 
to send two more. Y’all, there were a lot of places mentioned tonight and that has been a theme that 
God has been doing through this church. If you don’t know how exciting that is, I pray that you would go 
home tonight and plead with Him and ask Him to open your eyes to what He is doing. It blows my mind 
to think about what He is doing through this church. It’s crazy and it’s nothing we are doing; it’s all about 
what He is doing. We just have to be faithful to what He has called us to do. 

So, I’m going to end tonight from Hebrews 13:20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 



everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
Goodnight. I love you, church. 
 

  



January 22, 2016 
Luke 4:1-13 
Zach Mabry 
 

The goal tonight is to talk about how the power of the Gospel gives us the ability to overcome 
sin and temptation. Because every one of us, every day, deals with the temptation to sin. Right? Every 
one of us feels this. This isn’t just some sort of, “Let’s just try to get the theory behind it.” Right? We get 
it every day. We are struggling with sin. Every day we are being tempted. Whether it is with our pride, 
our selfishness, our lust, or our anger, every day we fight little tiny battles against our sin and against 
temptation. What I want you to understand tonight is that Jesus has overcome sin and temptation and 
He has given us His righteousness so that we are in Christ and that Jesus fought sin and temptation with 
the power of the Holy Spirit and God’s Word and that we have the Holy Spirit and God’s Word, so we 
have the ability daily, every day, to fight and to overcome sin and temptation. That’s it. We just sang 
that He alone has the power to redeem. The song says that with each new day we are redeemed. 
Obviously, that’s a song. We are not redeemed every day but we need to realize it every day. His 
mercies are new every morning. Every day we need to wake up and we need to realize that if you are in 
Christ that you are God’s son or God’s daughter. That is what is true about you and you need to live that 
out through the Holy Spirit’s power and God’s Word. That’s it. And there is so much hope. What we are 
looking at tonight is that there is hope upon hope that the Christian life is livable and you have the 
ability because of God’s Spirit inside of you to live a victorious Christian life against sin. If there is only 
one thing you get from tonight, leave knowing that if you are in Christ you have hope to live out 
righteousness because God has equipped you with that. 

So, I am going to read our passage for tonight. Our passage for tonight is Luke 4:1-13. If you are 
new to Red Oak, this is what we do; we go through books of the Bible and right now we are going 
through Luke. We are going to go through Luke and then we are going to go through Acts because it’s 
like Luke Part 1 and Part 2. This may take us years. We will be doing this for years so that’s awesome. 
Just jump in. 

Just to remind you, last week we talked about Jesus being baptized. That was in Luke 3. So, just 
remember that. That needs to be fresh on our minds as we go into this passage because Jesus was just 
baptized by John the Baptist. We talked about how He identified with us in baptism. The crazy thing is 
that when John is preaching he is inviting people to a baptism of repentance for forgiveness of sins. You 
might be thinking that Jesus doesn’t need to repent or get forgiveness of sins, and that’s right, He 
doesn’t. But He so identifies with us. This is huge. He identifies with us in His baptism of repentance for 
forgiveness. Then, we are going to see tonight that He identifies with us in submitting himself 
completely to being a human being and being tempted to sin as a human. That’s huge. Let’s think 
through that. 

So, I’m going to read this passage and then we are just going to jump right into it. Luke 4, 
starting in verse 1, 

 
“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan…” 

 
That’s where He got baptized. 
 

 “…and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by 
the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was 
hungry. 3 The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to 
become bread.’ 4 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread 
alone.”’ 5 And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a 



moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, 
for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship 
me, it will all be yours.” 8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 

 
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 
 
9 And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and 

said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 
 
‘”He will command his angels concerning you, 
    to guard you,”’ 11 and 
 
‘”On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.”’ 
 
12 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, “You shall not put the Lord your God to the 

test.”’ 13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an 
opportune time.” 
 
So we need to remember that where we are here is that Jesus has just come off of the most 

glorious and satisfying earthly experience He’s ever had, right? Remember, the Holy Spirit appeared in 
bodily form and flew down to acknowledge Jesus’ confirmation. Then, if that wasn’t enough, whatever 
this looked like, the heavens were opened and God the Father looked down at Jesus and said, “You are 
my beloved Son. In you I am well pleased.” This is good. This is the highest point of His earthly life so far. 
He’s thirty years old. This is when He is starting His ministry and He has confirmation from the Holy Spirit 
and the voice of His Father speaking from Heaven saying, “I love you and I’m happy with what you are 
doing. You please me. I’m happy.” Right? So, from that, the highest point in His earthly life so far, we 
now go to His lowest point in His earthly life so far, when He is led by the Holy Spirit into the wilderness. 

Now, the word ‘wilderness’ can be kind of confusing. Apparently, there is some kind of 
uninhabited area somewhere south of the Dead Sea. I’ve never been there, but it’s barren and Jesus is 
there. He is there for forty days and He didn’t eat. There is nothing unnecessary in Scripture, right? But 
part of me thinks that you don’t have to say He is hungry, you know? Scripture says,  

 
“(He) was led by the Spirit in the wilderness 2 for forty days, being tempted by 

the devil. And he ate nothing during those days. And when they were ended, he was 
hungry.” 
 
I want us to understand that this is a big deal. You might be thinking, “So, Jesus was hungry. Big 

deal.” Yeah, Jesus was hungry because He had a physical body. We just talked about this at Christmas. 
God became a human being. We say things like, “He’s the incarnate God.” It’s easy for us to see that He 
is God but we forget about the incarnate part. He is a human being. His body was limited to the same 
type of limitations that our bodies have. So, when Jesus was hungry He was probably not happy, right? I 
don’t know if any of you have ever gone an extended period of time without eating. My wife refers to it 
as ‘hangry’—that you are so hungry that you are angry. Are you at your best when you are weak and you 
are hungry? No, you’re not. This is difficult. I don’t know if you’ve ever fasted from anything, whether 
it’s from food, or sweets, or soft drinks, or something. When you get to the end of it your body 
automatically wants to go into excess mode. It’s like, “I’m not doing sweets for a month.” Great, so I go 



with no sweets for a month and then I’m like, “I’m going to buy a gallon of ice cream and eat it right 
now,” because the longer that you starve yourself from something the more appealing it becomes. Does 
that make sense? We are like that and we need to understand that Jesus was really like that. Jesus was 
really physically hungry. His belly hurt. He was lightheaded. He was struggling. And then this is when 
Satan confronts Him. 

We can understand this but let’s be honest with ourselves. Satan probably hasn’t spent a lot of 
time on you, personally. I don’t know about you but I feel like I have enough junk going on inside of me 
that I don’t need Satan to try to tempt me to sin. I’ve got all the temptations I need right now. We can’t 
throw off on Satan, right? We can’t be like, “He’s got little red horns and a tail and a pitchfork”—we are 
talking about the most powerful created being. He would destroy us apart from the Spirit. So, Jesus is 
going up against the most powerful created being. That’s what’s happening when He is at His weakest 
point physically. That’s crazy, and this is really happening. I can’t stress that enough. 

 There are a bunch of early heresies about the person and nature of Jesus. One of them is called 
Docetism and it comes from a Greek word that means ‘to seem’ or ‘to think.’ It says that Jesus just 
seemed to be a human being. But, we need to understand, even though Jesus was God, He was a 
physical human being. He wasn’t some sort of superhuman. Right? You might be wondering how that’s 
important. It’s important because we are regular human beings. Do you see that? We are regular human 
beings who have been filled by the Holy Spirit. So, whatever Jesus could do physically, we can do. If 
Jesus is led by the Spirit—because don’t think that the Devil is sucker-punching Jesus right now—that’s 
not what is happening. It says it right here that He was filled by the Spirit and then led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness. This is a fight that He is going to on His own terms. You might be thinking, “Why? Why 
does He have to fight this?” He has to fight this because sin has to be dealt with and we can’t do it. So, 
He takes on the Devil. He goes into the wilderness to take on the Devil. He says, in effect, “Give me the 
best you’ve got.” I want us to understand that this was difficult. This was hard. This wasn’t an easy task 
because Jesus wasn’t a superhuman. He was God who became a normal human being. 

Scripture tells us why this has to happen and I’m going to get there in a second. Before that, I 
want to see something else. It’s hard for me to see my notes and I get excited and get ahead of myself. I 
don’t know if you guys are like that. But this is actually supposed to be part of my introduction. I’m still 
introducing what’s happening here. What we are seeing is really cool because this is obviously Jesus, 
who is God as a man, fighting Satan. We should be reminded of a couple of things. For instance, there is 
another situation where we see Satan in bodily form in a face-to-face confrontation, in the garden with 
Adam and Eve. Because what we are going to see as we go through this is that Jesus is not only a human 
but He’s the perfect human. He’s the perfect Son of God. You might be thinking what does that mean? 
Well, if we are in Christ we are sons and daughters of God. So, He lives it out for us, giving an example 
that we should follow. It’s crazy, because when you see Adam and Eve in the garden, fighting against 
Satan, they fail. It’s unbelievable, because they are surrounded by everything they could possibly have 
that is good. They are in best-case-scenario paradise. Right? And they go up against Satan and fail. Jesus 
goes up against Satan in the wilderness after not eating for forty days and He’s victorious. He triumphs. 

We also want to see that it is significant that it’s forty days in the wilderness because do you 
know where we see forty years in the wilderness? In Israel. Because Israel is also mentioned in Scripture 
as God’s Son. This is significant because we just went through this last week, when Brody was reading 
through the genealogies. I think Luke is trying to point out the humanity of Jesus, again, in preparation 
for we are seeing tonight. He tracks the genealogy of Jesus all the way back to Adam and then what 
does he call Adam? The Son of God. I think that he is trying to connect all of these people, because all of 
these people failed. All of them failed. All of humanity from Adam to Jesus sinned and failed. Now we 
have the perfect Adam; the perfect Son of God. We have Adam called the Son of God and Israel called 
the Son of God. We talked about it at Christmas because in the Matthew account of Jesus’ birth, when 
Joseph flees and goes to Egypt, God tells Him, “It’s okay. The person who was trying to kill you is gone so 



you can come back here. So, it can be fulfilled what was written by the prophets, ‘Out of Egypt I have 
called my son.’” It’s actually a quote from Hosea 11, which is talking about Israel. Israel is referred to as 
God’s son. So, He is the perfect Son of God. We see Him as the perfect Adam and we see Him as the 
perfect Israel—both sons of God. But, we don’t just need to go backwards and look at the Old 
Testament; we can look forward and look at us, because we are sons and daughters of God. And Jesus 
lives out perfectly this temptation to show us that we can live this out as well. But, we don’t do it in our 
own strength; we do it just like Jesus did. 

So, let’s continue. There are two things that we see that Jesus uses, and this will conclude my 
introduction, and that is that we see that He has the Spirit and He has the Word. I’ve said that over and 
over and I’m going to continue to, because that’s what we have to latch onto. If we are going to fight 
against sin and temptation we have to do it in the same way that Jesus did, because, we have been 
given His Spirit as well. In Luke 11, later on, Jesus is talking about how good fathers, even people who 
aren’t Christians, even if they are evil, know how to give good gifts to their children. It’s interesting, 
because then he says that the Heavenly Father knows how to give good gifts—no, not good gifts—the 
Heavenly Father will give the Spirit to those who ask Him40. So, it’s there for us. Right? The Holy Spirit 
will empower us. In Psalm 119, the longest psalm ever, is so powerful and so practical, and says this, 

 
“How can a young man keep his way pure? 
    By guarding it according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; 
    let me not wander from your commandments! 
11 I have stored up your word in my heart, 
    that I might not sin against you.”41 

 
This is huge. We have the Spirit and we have the Word just like Jesus did. 
So, let’s keep going. We have here that Jesus is led by the Spirit for forty days. Forty days is 

pretty significant in Scripture. There are a couple of different places where people have fasted for forty 
days. Moses fasted for forty days when he was up on the mountain getting the Ten Commandments. We 
see Elijah fast for forty days when he was running from Ahab and Jezebel. This is interesting, we see 
Ezekiel showing what God’s people did and he had to lay on his side for forty days to remember the 
forty years that Israel spent in the wilderness. That’s significant because, in fleshing this out we are 
going to see that when Jesus fights sin, when He fights against the Devil, He quotes Scripture to him.  

Did you catch that? “In the beginning God created the heaven and the Earth,” right? Then, you 
look at John 1:1, that does a pump fake, and it says, “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God.” So, Jesus is the One who created the world and He is the Word of 
God. Jesus is God’s Word. So, the Old Testament was given by Jesus. That’s right. So, now, Jesus is 
quoting Jesus. Is that crazy? 

One thing that is super encouraging to me is that all three of the times that Jesus quotes 
Scripture to the Devil, He uses the book of Deuteronomy. Because, I know that for most of us, just on a 
time out, practical level, if we think that if we want to fight sin, and we need to memorize Scripture, do 
we think that we should spend time in Deuteronomy? I mean, if it was good enough for Jesus it’s good 
enough for me. Right? We need to rethink the way that we look at Scripture, even the Old Testament. 
This is practical. In fact, He’s going to quote out of Deuteronomy 6 and Deuteronomy 8. Deuteronomy 6 
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is one of my favorite passages of Scripture. It contains what is called the Shema42. The Israelites would 
quote it every day. Shema is a Hebrew word that means ‘listen’ or ‘hear.’ The passage says, 

 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord is God, the Lord is One,” 

 
Then it goes on to how we need to apply God’s Word to our lives. So, it’s really practical that 

Jesus would do this. It’s even more interesting that Jesus quotes Deuteronomy because Deuteronomy is 
the book that was given to the Israelites in their forty years in the wilderness. So, Jesus is making these 
parallels for us. 

Then, we get to the first temptation, 
 

“The devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 
bread. ‘4 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.’” 
 
This is fascinating because the Devil is using the same type of tactics we’ve seen before, right? 

“If you are the Son of God”—where did he get that from? The baptism, right? God spoke and said, “You 
are my beloved Son.” So, what Satan is trying to get Jesus to do is to question God’s Word. Well, we’ve 
seen that before, right? We saw that in the garden. “Did God really say?” This is the way Satan works. It 
is huge that we understand this because we can put our trust in God’s Word. Do you see that? We can 
trust God’s Word no matter what we are being attacked by. We can trust God’s Word. That’s why Jesus 
then says, 

 
“Man shall not live by bread alone.” 

 
He’s quoting Deuteronomy 8. This is Deuteronomy 8 and the other two are Deuteronomy 6. Let 

me read the context of this passage because this is awesome. This is Deuteronomy 8:3 and this is Moses 
preaching to the Israelites in the desert. 

 
“And he humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did 

not know, nor did your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not 
live by bread alone…” 
 
But then listen to this. This is what Jesus doesn’t quote, 
 

 “…but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.” 
 
Isn’t that interesting? Because Jesus did have the ability to do miracles, right? We see Him doing 

that. He has the ability to make food, right? We see that. So, is it sinful—I hate asking this about Jesus—
would it be sin for Jesus to make a stone into bread on a normal occasion? I don’t think so. But here it 
would be because He has been led by the Spirit of God and now His obedience to God is determined by 
His fasting. He is fasting in obedience to the Father. It’s not that bread is a bad thing. It’s not that for 
Jesus to eat bread is bad, but it is right now, because right now He is supposed to be fasting and putting 
His confidence and His trust in the Father. 

For most of us, we think, “This isn’t something I struggle with.” Right? How many of you, on a 
daily basis, think, “Should I turn this stone to bread?” It’s not a big temptation for me. But what is a 
temptation is to shortcut the way that God wants to provide, and that’s what Satan is trying to do. Satan 
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is offering Jesus a shortcut to God’s provision. In so doing, turning a stone into bread, would be turning 
against the Father, and denying the Father, sinning against the Father. That’s why Jesus says, “I don’t 
need to live by bread alone but to live by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” And that’s 
what we need to pay attention to. When Satan tempts us, and when we sin, it comes down to us not 
really believing and trusting God. That’s what it comes down to. 

Do some of y’all do some kind of catechism with your kids? We do. We do catechisms with our 
kids. When you get to the sin of Adam and Eve and ask why they ate of the forbidden fruit, the answer is 
because they didn’t believe what God had said. How many times in a day are we tempted to not believe 
what God has said? That’s what we are tempted with, and He is telling us that we can live by every word 
that comes from the mouth of God. 

I wrote down some things about how, for us, our identity needs to come from what God says 
about us. Our identity, who we are, needs to come from words from the mouth of God. For instance, we 
see in Luke 3, when God looks at Jesus and says, “You are my beloved Son. In you I am well pleased,” 
that when we are in Christ that is what God says about us. Pause. If you are in Christ, when God looks at 
you, He says, “You are my beloved child. I’m happy with you.” If we can own that then it makes it so 
much easier to trust in God. It makes it so much easier to trust His provision and not try to shortcut or 
try to jump ahead to what we want instead of trusting in Him. 

I have a couple of passages that are so encouraging. These are the words that come from the 
mouth of God that we need to live by. In 1 Peter 2:9, it says, 

 
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his 

own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s 
people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 
 
If we are living from that Word then we will continue along with what 1 Peter says. He says, in 

verse 11, 
 

“Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the 
flesh, which wage war against your soul.” 
 
He’s telling us that we need to live as people of God, and if we can internalize God’s Word about 

us then we can live as His people. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 5:16, it says, 
 

“From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh.” 
 
Not as merely human beings, because even though we are human we are not merely human. If 

we are Christians we’ve been filled with God’s Spirit, so we don’t regard people just according to the 
flesh. 

 
“Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him 

thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who…” 
 
Listen… 
 



“…who through Christ reconciled us to himself. 
 
You no longer have to live as a sinner because you’ve been reconciled to God. He says, 
 

“(Christ) gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, 
 
Listen, this is you. You are an ambassador for Christ. Then, in verse 21, this is so powerful, 
 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
 
If you are in Christ, when the Father looks at you He sees the perfect righteousness of Jesus. 

That should give us hope to fight against sin and temptation, because we need to live out the 
righteousness that has been given to us. That’s huge.  

The second temptation is in verse 5, 
 

“And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a 
moment of time, 6 and said to him, ‘To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for 
it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it 
will all be yours.’ 8 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, 

 
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, 
    and him only shall you serve.’” 

 
Now, to me, this temptation is a little bit more clear but also a little bit more confusing. It is 

clear in that I get what he is trying to do here. Jesus making bread out of stones is a bit foggy to me as to 
if that’s sinful, but bowing down and worshipping Satan, that’s clear. I get it. But what’s interesting is 
that Satan says, “Look at all the kingdoms of the world,” like he is giving Jesus a kind of time machine in 
His mind. He is looking at all the kingdoms, all of the glory, and all of the power they could ever have, 
and he says, “Jesus, these have been given to me and I’ll give them to you.” Shouldn’t Jesus just say, 
“You don’t have that authority? This hasn’t been given to you. This is all mine.”? But Jesus doesn’t say 
that. And in not saying that, I think that He is acknowledging that, for a period of time Satan does have 
that authority. Satan has that power. 

There is a free commentary if you go online to the ESV Bible website. You can get a free 
username and there is a really great commentary on Luke that you can get to for free that is by a guy 
named Kent Hughes. It is called Preaching the Word and it’s wonderful. Kent Hughes said this, which is 
very helpful and gives a lot of clarification. He says, 

 
“And it was Satan’s to offer. He was not lying when he told Jesus, “For it has been delivered to 
me, and I give it to whom I will.” To be sure,…” 
 
Listen to the words he uses. He chooses them very carefully. 
 
 “Satan had a limited, derived sovereignty, but it was in fact his. Jesus would three times call him 
‘the ruler of this world’ (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).” 
 



Jesus calls Satan the ruler of the world. 
 
 “Paul called him ‘the prince of the power of the air’ (Ephesians 2:2) and ‘the god of this world’ (2 
Corinthians 4:4). So the devil’s offer was legitimate.” 
 
Okay, now this is a huge temptation. The reason why, in my mind, that this is such a huge 

temptation, is because, yes, at this moment Satan is the ruler and the prince of the powers of the air, 
and he is the god of this world, but all of these kingdoms have been promised to Jesus. You guys know 
that? They have been promised to Jesus and Jesus will rule and reign over all and over every person. 
Every knee will bow in Heaven and on Earth and every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord. So, this is a 
tantalizing offer because this is something that has been promised to Him, but it’s promised to Him for 
one second of idolatry, for one moment of bowing His knee to the Devil. Do you know what Jesus would 
avoid if He did that? He would avoid the cross. He would avoid the suffering, He would avoid the 
betrayal. He would avoid the agony in the garden leading up to the crucifixion. Jesus is given the 
opportunity to avoid the cross and He said, “I’m not going to do that.” Man! That’s powerful. Because 
this reminds us of another situation in a garden right before the crucifixion, where Jesus prays and He 
says, “If there is any way that this cup can pass from me, nevertheless, not my will but your will be 
done.” Then, He goes away to His disciples and says, “You guys, wake up so you don’t fall into 
temptation.” Then, He goes back and He says, “If there is any way that this cup can pass from me.” The 
decision to go to the cross was not easy. Do you know why? Because Jesus had a limited, physical body 
that really bled and that was really pierced by nails. And right now He is being given the opportunity to 
avoid the nails and He won’t take it. 

There are many places through Scripture that we see this promised to Jesus. I’ll read two of 
them. In Psalm 2:7-8, 

 
“I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, ‘You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage.’” 

 
In Isaiah 45:23, it says, 
 

“By myself I have sworn; 
    from my mouth has gone out in righteousness 
    a word that shall not return: 
‘To me every knee shall bow, 
    every tongue shall swear allegiance.’” 

 
Jesus know that what is promised to Him are the kingdoms and He knows that it is going to take 

suffering to get to it. He knows that. In taking a crossless salvation, He would be making himself into a 
liar. Because Jesus will tell His disciples, “I’m going to die. I’m going to be crucified. I’m going to rise 
again.” The Old Testament had promised that. In Luke 24, Jesus says, 

 
“Was it not necessary that the Messiah was supposed to suffer before He 

entered into His glory?” 
 
In 1 Peter, it talks about how the angels long to look into this Gospel, and it talks about His 

suffering and His subsequent glory. The Old Testament pointed toward a suffering Messiah. It’s clear, 



especially when you look at places like Isaiah 53. In Isaiah 53, it is talking about Jesus. I’ll read one verse, 
in Isaiah 53:10, 

 
“Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.” 

 
God had prophesied that Jesus was going to be beaten and broken and that He was going to die 

and rise again from the grave. So, that’s on the line here. Do you understand that? That’s on the line. He 
has promised that this is going to happen. And do you know what else is on the line? This is what’s crazy. 
If Jesus avoids the cross where does that leave us? We can come to Jesus because the wrath of God 
against sin has been satisfied and that wrath and that satisfaction took place on the cross. So, if Jesus 
balks here; if Jesus says, “I’ll bow to you. Give me the nations,” then we are out. There is no atonement. 
There would be a break, right? Jesus would now become an idolater. Then, I have no clue. Something 
would happen crazy in the Trinity and I have no idea. Let’s just say it’s bad. This would be bad. It would 
be bad for God and bad for us. But He doesn’t, thankfully, because that’s crazy. 

This time, Jesus quotes out of Deuteronomy 6. I’m going to read the whole passage because it’s 
so good. Jesus responds with the words of Deuteronomy and this is when God is telling His people not to 
become idolaters. So, it makes perfect sense the way that Jesus is connecting the way that Moses 
preached to the Israelites to apply to His specific situation right now. That’s huge. This means that—and 
I don’t get this either—that Jesus studied the Bible. Jesus studied the Bible and understood how to apply 
it to His life. I don’t get that but I know that that is true and that we have that opportunity as well. So, 
Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 6. I’m going to read verses 10-15 and it is verse 13 that He quotes to Satan. 
But, I want to give you the context. 

 
“And when the Lord your God brings you into the land that he swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you—with great and good cities that 
you did not build, 11 and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns 
that you did not dig, and vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant—and when you 
eat and are full, 12 then take care lest you forget the Lord, who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 13 It is the Lord your God you shall fear. Him 
you shall serve and by his name you shall swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the 
gods of the peoples who are around you— 15 for the Lord your God in your midst is a 
jealous God—lest the anger of the Lord your God be kindled against you, and he destroy 
you from off the face of the earth.” 

 
This is to the Israelites, God’s people. How much more to God’s Son? It’s a passage of Scripture 

that Jesus quotes that says, “The Lord your God, you shall serve. Him you shall serve and by Him you 
shall swear.” That’s what Jesus quotes, and when He quotes that He is saying, “I will not commit 
idolatry.” Because what would happen is that it would break Jesus’ fellowship with God. That’s what 
would happen and He won’t do it. So He quotes Scripture that is perfectly applicable to it. 

Then we get to the third temptation. The third temptation is crazy. In Luke 4:9, 
 

“And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and 
said to him…” 
 



…again… 
 

 “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written,…” 
 
Okay. Let me just time out for a second. What does Jesus use to combat temptation? Scripture, 

right? So what Satan is doing is so dirty. He is quoting Scripture to Jesus and trying to get Jesus to apply 
Scripture improperly, to lead Him into sin. We need to realize that not everybody who uses the Bible is 
on our team. People will use the Bible to justify sin and we have to be aware of that. That’s why we have 
to study Scripture. We have to study it. Paul commends the Bereans because they studied everything 
that he said and compared it to the Bible. So, when anybody preaches, and you hear anybody quote 
Scripture, you need to say, “Okay, where’s that from? Let me check that out.” Because Satan uses 
Scripture. That’s a big deal. If you want to know what false teachers have waiting for them, read the 
little book of 2 Peter. It’s terrifying. It makes you want to use the Bible properly always, always. 

So, Satan is still quoting Scripture. He’s quoting Psalm 91. That’s what we read in our call to 
worship. It says, 

 
“‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
    lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
 
12 And Jesus answered him, ‘It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’ 13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an 
opportune time.” 
 
We see that Satan is trying to use Psalm 91. I don’t know if you guys were paying attention in 

the call to worship. It is so encouraging. It says that you need to trust God because He is your fortress. I 
have it right here, 

 
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 

 
We can put our trust and our hope in God. And what Satan tries to do is he tries to say, “Well, 

do you want to believe Psalm 91? Do you believe the Bible? Doesn’t the Bible say that He’s going to 
protect you?” Psalm 91 is applied to normal Israelites. Today, if this is applied to normal Christians then 
how much does it apply to the Son of God, to Jesus, to God incarnate? Is God going to protect Him? 
Right? Satan is saying, “Will your God not protect you?” He is trying to get Jesus to say, “No, my God will 
protect me. I’ll jump off of this cliff right now.” 

Okay, wait, time out. Just for us, you believe that God’s going to protect you. You guys believe 
Psalm 91, right? You believe it. God is your rock, your fortress, your refuge. He’s going to take care of 
you. Do you guys believe that? He’s going to protect you. I believe that. Does that mean that I should 
jump off a cliff? No, of course not. This is a misapplication of Scripture. But that’s what Satan is trying to 
do. He’s basically saying, “If you believe this, if you believe God is going to protect you, jump off the 
Temple.” What is crazy is that apparently—again, I’m not super familiar, but I read people who are 
familiar with this—the corner of the Temple overlooks the Kidron Valley and it’s about four hundred fifty 
feet high. Four hundred fifty feet is scary. In fact, Josephus, who is a Jewish historian, said that you 
couldn’t stand there and look into the valley without getting dizzy, because your eyes couldn’t make 
sense of how far it is down there. That’s crazy. But, how many times do you hear people say something 



like that. They’ll say, “You just need to take a leap of faith. Just trust God and go for it.” Now, there is a 
sense in which we need to trust God and go for it but it’s when we are being led by the Spirit and we are 
following His Word. Otherwise, what he is doing here is he is saying, “Prove God to me. Prove Him. 
Prove to me that your God is real. Jump off this cliff. Do something irrational so that God will fix your 
mistake.” We don’t have to do that. We don’t have to do something ridiculous to say, “Oh, God’s going 
to save me.” Because, most likely, if you find a four hundred fifty foot cliff and say, “God, if you’re real, 
catch me,” He’s not going to try to prove himself to you. Because He made that cliff—there’s your proof. 
But, people will challenge you to misapply Scripture and say, “See this, now let’s do this. Why don’t we 
live this way? You should do that.” Remember, there was an early controversy in Romans where Paul 
says, 

 
“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?” 

 
That’s a misapplication of Scripture. When I say that when God looks at you that He sees the 

righteousness of God, that’s awesome. So, the more I sin the more grace will abound. Because when I 
sin, my sinfulness will win God’s mercy, so let’s do that. That’s where Paul says, “May it never be.” That’s 
not the way that we are going to try to prove God’s Word to be true. It is not by that; it’s by submitting 
to Him. And what’s crazy is that in this Satan is trying to get Jesus to submit himself and Jesus does 
submit himself, but not in the way that Satan wants Him to. Satan wants Him to submit to God by 
jumping off a cliff. But, instead, Jesus submits to the Father in obedience. 

We see this in a couple of different places, where Jesus submits himself to the Father. In 1 Peter 
2, again, it’s talking about Jesus and it says, 

 
“When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.24 He himself bore 
our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.” 
 
Jesus submitted by overcoming temptation. He was submitting to the Father. Then, we see the 

ultimate submission is the cross, and at the cross Jesus says in Luke 23:46, 
 

“Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit 
my spirit!’” 
 
It’s not that Jesus was afraid to trust God but He wasn’t going to try to put God to the test, 

because that is what the Israelites did. He’s not going to fail like the Israelites. He quotes from 
Deuteronomy 6, which is in the paragraph right after the one from the second temptation. In 
Deuteronomy 6:16, He says, 

 
“You shall not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested him at Massah. 17 

You shall diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and his testimonies 
and his statutes, which he has commanded you. 18 And you shall do what is right and 
good in the sight of the Lord, that it may go well with you, and that you may go in and 
take possession of the good land that the Lord swore to give to your fathers 19 by 
thrusting out all your enemies from before you, as the Lord has promised.” 
 
We don’t need to test God. We don’t need to say, “God, if this is you, prove it because I’m going 

to do this.” What we need to do is we need to submit to God and we need to obey God. We need to 
obey His commandments. Scripture tells us in 1 Peter 2 that we have everything we need for life and 



godliness. Everything. We have God’s completed Word given to us. We have His Holy Spirit that lives 
inside of us. And Jesus has given us His righteousness. So, for us, we need to see the example of Jesus, 
that Jesus was confident in who He was as the Son of God. He knew that He was God’s Son. God loved 
Him. That’s huge. He was led by the Spirit and He was filled with God’s Word. 

So, for us, we will be enthralled in sin and temptation this week. Every one of us is going to deal 
with temptation to sin this week. Don’t think, “Oh, I’ve been doing great right now. I can just chill out.” 
Oh, so just like when Jesus was confirmed by His Father and then directly after that got hit with the 
hardest temptation ever? Understand that happens to us. When we feel like, “Man, I’m doing great. I’m 
doing awesome,” that’s when we fall. That’s why Scripture says that you need to be careful, in case you 
fall. If you think that you are the one who is standing, be careful, because you are going to fall. And we 
need to wake up every day and realize that we have—and I’m not talking about a sinless perfection. I’m 
not talking about a heretical teaching that one day you are going to be walking around and you are 
going to be completely perfect, because that’s just not going to happen. Because this is a real life 
struggle that we are going to continue in. But I want you to know that every temptation that hits you 
this week that you have the ability to triumph because of the Holy Spirit and because of God’s Word. 

I have two passages of Scripture that I’m going to read and then we will sing. In 1 Corinthians 10 
it says this. Pay attention. There is hope if you are sick and tired of continuing to sin. Because, for some 
of us right now I know it. Have you ever felt like you just can’t get away from temptation? Something 
will happen and it’s just a constant banging on your door and you feel like, “I’m struggling. I’m tempted.” 
Whether it’s your pride, your lust, your greed, or your selfishness, you are tempted to give in to it. It 
seems relentless and you think, “I don’t have any hope.” You do have hope. You have hope because 
every temptation that comes to you is common. 

 
“God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with 

the temptation he will also provide the way of escape.” 
 
That is the most encouraging thing we can hear in our fight against temptation; that we do not 

have to sin. In every temptation to sin there is a way out, by submitting to His Spirit, by filling yourself 
with His Word, and if we resist the Devil—this is in James 4—resist the Devil and he will flee from you. 
This is the hope that we have. We have this hope because Christ suffered on our behalf. 

That’s what we see in Hebrews 2 and 4. I said I was only going to have these two passages but in 
Hebrews 2 listen to this. We will finish by looking to Jesus and then I will pray and we will sing. Hebrews 
2, beginning in verse 14, 

 
“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the 
offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore (Jesus) had to be made like his brothers in every 
respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered 
when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.” 
 
Because this happened—because of what happened in Luke 4—He beat temptation, He beat 

the Devil practically, and then at the cross He destroyed the power of sin—because Jesus was victorious 
you can be victorious. He can now help us. 

In Hebrews 4, it says, 
 



“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest 
who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 
 
So, let’s do that now. Let’s pray and then we will respond and sing in worship to the Lord. 
 
Gracious Father, I do pray that each one of us will be overwhelmed by the fact that Jesus, in 

living out the weakness of humanity, in His weakness He had access to your Spirit and to your Word, and 
He defeated temptation. He was victorious. He triumphed and in so doing He has provided a way for us, 
through your Spirit and through your Word, to be victorious and to triumph. I pray that you will give 
each one of us hope. Help us to trust in you. Help us to live out the reality of who you have called us to 
be and who you have made us to be in Christ. We love you and praise you. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

 
(Rob Conti) 
That was awesome. I’ll say this, it’s so encouraging if you find that you’ve been giving into 

temptation and you find yourself in a place in your relationship with the Lord where you feel distant and 
guilty because you know your weakness and you know where you’ve failed. This is an awesome picture, 
right? Jesus was victorious on your behalf and in Christ you are already forgiven. He forgives you. That is 
done in His grace and His mercy is new and He tells us to come to the throne. Come to His throne and 
receive grace and mercy. We don’t have a right to hold our sin against ourselves when Jesus doesn’t 
hold our sin against us. Receive His grace and receive His mercy. Let me say this; if that’s you and you 
are struggling, and you are fighting, and you are clawing against sin, the Bible says to confess your sin 
one to another. There is healing in that. So, I encourage you, not only do you have the victory of Jesus 
and you have His grace, and His mercy, and His forgiveness, He has picked you up and He has given you 
a body of believers to go to and to ask for help. Say, “I’m struggling right here with this.” That’s why we 
are here. Not just the pastors but this church. It’s why we exist—to encourage one another and to help 
one another. 

Then, I want to say that if you are not a believer, and you say, “I’m not battling against 
temptation. I’m enslaved to my sin,” and your life is marked by sin, and you’ve tried to pick yourself up, 
that is not Christianity. Christianity is not figure it out, get it right, clean yourselves up, and then come to 
church. Christianity is that Jesus comes to us, in our sin, in our guilt, and in our shame, and He gets right 
down into the middle of it, and He’s our victory. He gets right down to where you are and He gives you 
His righteousness, His goodness, and His obedience. 

I beg you that if that’s you and you are dominated by sin, and you know you don’t have a 
relationship with the Lord, please receive His grace and receive His mercy. Come talk to us. We would 
love nothing more than to walk through the Gospel and to explain to you how Jesus can save you. He’s 
done it all. He lived the life that we were supposed to and haven’t. He absorbed the wrath that we 
deserve and that would have consumed us forever. He absorbed it and satisfied it so that He could 
forgive you. Don’t reject that Gospel. 

I’m going to read our benediction from 2 Thessalonians 3:16, 
 

“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. 
The Lord be with you all.” 
 
I love you, church.



January 29, 2016 
Luke 4:14-30 
Brody Holloway 
 

Turn to the Book of Luke, chapter 4, and we are going to dig into God’s Word tonight. This is the 
portion of the service where we read from Scripture, open God’s Word, and study it. 

Before we do that, I wanted to give a specific welcome to our friends from Meadow Grove over 
in Hayesville. They’ve been coming on Sundays because they don’t have services on Sunday evenings. 
We have a lot of people who will come visit because they go to a church that doesn’t meet on Sunday 
evenings. We are kind of weird in that we only meet on Sunday evenings, not Sunday mornings. Years 
ago, I got tired of talking to people, witnessing, and trying to get them to come to church, and their 
excuse was, “Man, I only get one day a week to sleep in.” I was like, let’s just do away with that. If you 
need sleep in past 6pm, you must be working second shift or something. For a number of reasons we 
meet on Sunday evenings. A lot of you have never asked but we have reasons for that. So, we get a lot 
of people that come on Sunday evenings who attend other churches on Sunday mornings. Then, we 
have a lot of people who come when there is bad weather because everybody knows that we aren’t 
cancelling church. If one person walked in here we would sing, and preach, and pray, and read the Bible. 
Somebody will be here; we won’t cancel church ever. So, anyway, it’s always good to have visitors but I 
did want to say specifically to the Meadow Grove crowd that it’s good to have them. Matt Mustin is like 
family. It’s always good to worship with folks from other congregations. 

So, let’s do this. Let me pray once more before we dig into the Word of God and ask God’s favor 
on the text. 

God,	I	pray	that	right	now	that	you	would	give	us	ears	to	hear	and	hearts	to	understand,	and	
help	us	to	receive,	respond,	and	surrender	to	your	Word.	Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	me	to	say	
the	things	that	you	would	have	me	to	say,	and	that	I	wouldn’t	say	anything	else,	and	I	wouldn’t	say	
anything	less.	I	pray	that	we	would	all	respond	by	the	power	of	your	Spirit	and	the	teaching	of	your	
Word.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

Okay, so in Luke 4, we will begin in verse 14. 
 

“And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him 
went out through all the surrounding country.” 
 
Now, what’s going to happen in the text tonight is we are going to see Jesus come to a place 

with a group of people where He is interacting. We are going to see through the whole ministry and life 
of Jesus the same interaction that we see today, which is this; Jesus is going to declare and proclaim 
who He is and He is going to proclaim truth and then people are going to respond to that. Here are the 
responses that you are going to see. You will see this today if you proclaim or share the Gospel with 
somebody. These are the same responses you are going to get. You are going to proclaim what the 
Gospel is. Jesus is going to proclaim the Gospel and declare it to be true and explain what it means, then 
people, when they hear the demands of the Gospel, are either going to accept it or reject it. It’s that 
simple. What has happened in American church culture and really all over the world is there’s become 
this third, created category, where people try to take the Gospel, repackage it, and make their own 
Jesus. But those people are still in the second category of rejecting Jesus. So, there is only one of two 
ways to respond to Jesus. One is to receive Him, submit to Him, and surrender, and the other is to reject 
Him. To try to repackage Christianity or to repackage the Person and work of Jesus puts you in the 
second category, which is to reject Jesus. We will see that unfold in the text tonight. 

What Jesus has been doing is going through Galilee, which if you looked at a map would be the 
northern part of the Palestinian region. If you think of the nation of Israel, He is in this one region in the 



north and He is going around preaching. The first story Luke is going to tell us is the first sermon that 
Jesus preached in His hometown, but from the other Gospels we know a little bit more about what this 
looked like. Jesus was going around and He was preaching wherever He would go. We know, in the Book 
of Mark, that Jesus is preaching repentance. We know that in the Book of Matthew that Jesus is 
preaching repentance. And we will see later in Luke that Jesus is preaching repentance. So, Jesus is going 
around to cities and He is doing two things; He’s doing miracles, and the miracles open the hearts of 
people, and then He is telling them to repent and receive the Gospel. He doesn’t just do the miracles for 
the sake of doing miracles. He’s not just doing miracles because He has the power to do them and it 
would be impressive and people would be like, “That’s awesome. We’d like to see some more miracles.” 
He does the miracles and grabs the hearts of the people. 

In doing the miracles several things are happening. One is that He is showing compassion to 
hurting people. That’s an important thing to remember about Jesus. Listen, you are a theologically 
sound, solid church, for the most part. There are some of you who are new to the faith and you haven’t 
really grabbed hold of the Scripture and made it something that you daily submit to. But, as a church, as 
a whole, the people who attend Red Oak Church on a Sunday evening, and sit here at six o’clock on 
Sunday, and go to discipleship groups during the week; we are typically, predominately made up of 
people who love the Word of God, love to read the Word of God, love to study the Word of God, and 
love doctrine. Doctrine is right thinking that comes from Scripture, for those of you who have heard that 
word and don’t know what it means. We love theology. But here’s what we better not be devoid of; 
compassion, mercy, affection for hurting people, a desire to reach the poor and powerless in our 
community, a burden for lost people, a burden to help people who are impoverished and don’t have the 
things that they need to meet the basic demands of life. Jesus had those things and so often when you 
would see Jesus minister to people you would see Him go to people who would be the modern day 
equivalent of people like addicts, prostitutes, victims of sexual abuse, aggressors in abusive 
relationships; you see Jesus go to thieves, and ex-convicts, and you see Jesus go into prisons. That would 
be the equivalent of what He did in His day if we saw Him doing it today. So, Jesus would go and bring 
compassionate words to these people. He would pour out love and mercy on people who had never 
received that. But then, ultimately, He would always call them to repent and to receive the Gospel. 

There was no social Gospel in the way that Jesus did ministry. The social Gospel is something 
that’s been created and fabricated by man. Those of you who might wonder what the social Gospel is, 
it’s a Gospel that says, “We like Jesus. He’s a good guy. We can learn a lot from Him. One thing we can 
learn from Him is that we should be nice to people and help people in their need. But we don’t need to 
be pushy with our faith. That’s a social Gospel; it’s a Gospel that does not offend but just sort of meets 
the exterior needs of people. And Jesus never preached a social Gospel. Jesus looked at the needs of 
people and oftentimes met the needs of those people. He fed hungry people. He healed sick people. He 
gave sight to the blind but Jesus always proclaimed a Gospel of repentance, which means He always 
called people to repent of their sin, turn from their sin, submit to the authority and Lordship of Jesus, 
and to receive salvation. Then, in response to that action, He called them to follow Him in obedience. 

Let me tell you something, church; the Bible Belt is chocked, slammed to the gills, with social 
Gospel Christians; cultural Christians. People who grew up in the church and go to church, or people 
who grew up in the church and now don’t go to church, but who will say, “I’m a Christian. I’m a Christian 
because I made a decision when I was twelve. I’m a Christian because my grandmother was a Christian.” 
People who are truly saved are those who have repented, which means they’ve turned from their sin, 
and who have surrendered to Christ and confess Him as Lord. The Bible says in Romans 10:9, 

 
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 



Salvation comes through none other than the name, and power, and work of Jesus. The 
Scripture also tells us, 

 
“There is no other name under heaven given among men whereby we will be 

saved…”43 
 
…but the name of Jesus. It also promises us this, 
 

“To as many as receive Him, those He gave the right to be called the sons of 
God.”44 
 
So, when we call on the name of the Lord we are going to be saved. So, Jesus goes throughout 

Galilee proclaiming, “I’m the Savior of the world. I’m the Messiah. I’ve come to save people from their 
sins.” And every time He does it people respond in different ways. Some of them receive it, and 
respond, and repent, and turn to Jesus, and others would reject it, and still others would get angry. 
What would happen over the course of Jesus’ ministry is that this anger would build among the social 
elite, the religious fanatics, and the religious right. The anger would build until, ultimately, they would 
kill Him for telling them that He’s God and calling them to repent. They will kill Him for it. 

So, He’s going through Galilee and He’s doing what He does, which is work miracles, minister to 
the needs of people, and call them to salvation. Listen, we want to be a church that ministers to the 
needs of people. That happens here through things like Pinwheel tutoring, and the work that we are 
doing in Northern India right now, and the connections that we have with boys’ and girls’ homes, and 
the fostering our members are doing, and things like that. But ultimately, we want to love people so that 
we can give them Jesus. And we can’t give them a repackaged Jesus; we have to give them Jesus on 
Jesus’ terms. Amen? We have to give them the Jesus that calls people to repent, and turn from their sin, 
and give up their own way, and let Him have their junk, their past, their trash, and everything that they 
have ever done to cause pain and damage to their own lives. We have to call them to surrender and give 
it to Jesus. That’s what a faithful church is going to do because that’s what a faithful Savior does. So, 
Jesus returns in the power of the Spirit to Galilee. The power of the Spirit is going to need to be on us if 
we are going to do these things and preach this way. So, Jesus works and ministers under the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

We see the Holy Spirit at work in the conception of Jesus in the womb of Mary. We see the Holy 
Spirit at work in the raising of Jesus. When Jesus is a little boy and until He is twelve, we saw that the 
Holy Spirit was guiding Him. This is exciting because this means that as parents we can pray for our 
children. We talked about this. You can pray for your four, five, eight, nine, ten-year-old kid to have the 
Spirit of God leading him in life and you can example that for him. Then, we saw that from age twelve to 
thirty that the Spirit of God was on Him and He increased in wisdom, and stature, and in favor with God 
and man. So, the Spirit of God was leading Him through life. The Holy Spirit never left Jesus, and Jesus, 
before He left this world, said to us, “I’m going to send the same Spirit that is guiding me through life, 
that went to the cross with me, that buried me and raised me, that was with me through the whole 
ordeal. I’m going to send that Spirit to you and He is going to help you by empowering you.”45 Jesus is 
going to give us the same Spirit that He preached in. 

So, He preaches in the power of the Spirit and He moves around throughout this region of 
Galilee and it says, 

                                                             
43 Acts 4:12 
44 John 1:12 
45 John 14 



 
“A report about him went out through all the surrounding country.” 

 
You are talking about a pretty small area. Think of maybe like the tri-county area or even the tri-

state area here. Even if we were going to make it really big it would only be like the western tip of North 
Carolina or the northern tip of Georgia. So, even without technology, word would spread. So, people 
were hearing about this preacher. He used to be a construction worker, and build cabinets, and do 
remodeling jobs. This was blowing people’s minds because He was going out and doing this powerful 
ministry by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

So, the word spread and, verse 15, 
 

“…And he taught in their synagogues…” 
 
He had been a construction worker, blue-collar, bi-vocational man. Look, if you don’t have a 

college education, or you dropped out of high school, or got a GED – go get a GED because that would 
be fun to say that you did it at fifty or whatever – but you don’t have to. If you are a guy who is 
uneducated, and have worked hard all your life, and busted your tail, and busted your knuckles, and you 
have grease under your fingernails, and you have a busted back, and bad knees, let me tell you 
something—God will take what He’s gifted you with and use that for His glory in a machine shop, or 
cabinet shop, or with your coworkers at a factory. Jesus is that kind of person. Jesus grew up as the son 
of a construction worker, took over the family business, and then He started traveling around and 
preaching in synagogues throughout all of the region. Every time He showed up they were letting Him 
preach. 

This is the way it would work. When you would go to a synagogue there would be this order of 
the worship service to where you would go into the synagogue. The synagogue, young people, is 
another word for church in a different time and in a different sort of way of doing things. When you see 
or hear the word ‘synagogue’ that means church back in the time that Jesus came into the world. So, He 
would go to the synagogue. Nowadays, you come into a town and there will be a bunch of evangelical 
churches. Back then, in a small town, there would be one synagogue, and people would worship there 
and go there for different things. They would worship there on the Sabbath and here is what they would 
do. They would have something similar to our service, where there would be some praise and worship, 
and prayers, and they would pray as a congregation out loud, and they would worship by singing Psalms, 
which we have in our Bible, and sing songs of praise to God. Then, ultimately, they would read different 
portions of Scripture. Then, when it came time for the actual sermon they would read a passage of 
Scripture from one of the prophets. So, if you look in your Bible and you read Isaiah, Jeremiah, or 
Ezekiel, those are prophets. The smaller books would be like Amos, Obadiah, or Zephaniah. They had 
really cool names that the Amish people somehow have an angle on these days and we should maybe 
bring those back. Those would be what are called the Minor Prophets. So, you had big, well-known 
prophets and some that were more regional. A lot of the Old Testament consists of these prophetic 
writings. A prophetic writing is a writing that happens and sort of predicts something that comes in the 
future; but it’s not just a prediction of the future, it’s a prediction that applies to salvation, and God 
moving and working. Sometimes a prophet would say that God is going to bring judgment and here is 
what it’s going to look like. Sometimes he would say that God is going to bring salvation and here is 
what it’s going to look like. But always, prophecies were pointing to Jesus. So, they would sit down in 
church and somebody would read from the prophets and, ultimately, what they are reading about is this 
coming salvation one day. 

So, for hundreds of years people had been meeting in synagogues just like we meet at church on 
Sunday night, and someone would open up and read from the prophets, and then the preacher would 



walk up and he would preach that text. So, what we do at Red Oak is we open the Scriptures, read a 
text, and then we preach through that text. But here’s the catch. In those especially rural, country 
synagogues, they would read it and then one of you would be designated to come up and give the 
sermon. Some of you are like, “That’d be cool. I have a few things I’d like to say to this church,” but 
others of you would be like, “That’d be the worst thing. I’d run straight out the back door. Don’t make 
me get in front of anybody. I’m not that guy and I don’t want to do that.” But, they would bring 
someone up and they would sit down and they would speak. But, typically, you would have people who 
were gifted in the areas of teaching and speaking. If there was a prominent guest that person might be 
called on to preach. So, Jesus was going through all of these synagogues and when people would hear 
He was coming they would go into the synagogue on the Sabbath and ask, “Would you bring the 
message today,” and He would go up and He would preach the message. So, now, what’s going to 
happen is that He has come into His own town and the word about what He was doing had spread, 
people were glorifying God because of what He had done, and it says in verse 16, 

 
“And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.” 

 
What does “brought up” mean? It was where He had been raised. This was where He was a little 

boy and a teenager. This is where He became a grown man. This was His hometown. 
Now, initially, the hometown crowd was pretty excited about Jesus because nobody has ever 

really made it big out of Nazareth. He’s the first guy to go big time. People all over were talking about 
Him. It’s like, I remember when I was in high school. I’m the same exact age as Heath Shuler. Heath 
Shuler played high school football in Bryson City at Swain High and then went and became a standout at 
the University of Tennessee, and then went and played in the NFL for a few years, and then became the 
congressman from this region. So, I don’t know how many times in my life that I’ve heard somebody 
from Bryson City say, “Oh, yeah, you know that Heath Shuler is a personal friend of mine.” Why? 
Because we want to identify with the guy who made it, man. I want to identify with him. 

Zach and I were speaking and ministering in Oklahoma, right outside of Oklahoma City, some 
time last year. We were driving along through this little bedroom community and we saw a sign that said 
it was such-and-such a city and it was the home of—and it had this girl’s name. I thought, “That’s a big 
deal.” I don’t know who she is but it was clearly a big deal that she was from there. So, we did what any 
self-educated adult males would do and we pulled out our phones and asked Siri who this gal was. Siri 
said that she was on the 1996 gold medal team in Atlanta. We were like, “That’s great! This whole town 
is so excited that they had this kid from there who was on the Olympic team in 1996.” We would be 
proud, too wouldn’t we? I think, if some kid from Andrews makes it to the big time a road will get 
named after that kid. There will be a road in downtown Andrews named after that person. They might 
even have a parade and a day where we declare it so-and-so day. Everybody will be blowing their kazoos 
and throwing candy, and the high school football team, and band, and cheerleaders will all be there in 
the parade for this person because they made it on The Voice, or whatever. If someone made it big time 
out of our little town we would want to identify with that person. All of a sudden everybody would be 
their best friend. “Yeah, we went to school together. We were tight. We used to run together. I was his 
lead blocker. That’s why he had all those touchdowns, because he was on my team.” We want to 
identify with this person who made it big time. 

Jesus is coming back to His hometown and this is a big deal. It’s a big deal. He’s been doing 
miracles, and He’s been preaching, and everybody is excited about this. So, you better believe that the 
church is packed. People showed up and crammed in there and they were excited. Everyone was there 
and it says in verse 15 that He was… 

 
“…glorified by all.” 



 
Verse 16, 
 

“And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he 
stood up to read.” 
 
So, Jesus’ custom was to go to church. I think there are two ways that this was His custom. First, 

He grew up in church. For you young people, I know that a lot of you might go through a stretch where 
you think, “Church is not for me. It’s too hard to understand.” Listen, be faithful to attend, be around 
God’s people, and hear the Word of God. Be faithful and God will honor that. Then, also, it was His 
modern custom to go. As a man, Jesus was going to church. One of the things that I especially hear men 
say—You get a lot of moms and wives that come to church and bring the kids but there are dads who 
don’t want to come—But a lot of guys will say, “I don’t have to go to church to have church. I have 
church out in the woods, or I have church on the lake, or I have church in the garage.” Listen, there are 
two things about being in the house of the Lord. There is a need for every believer to have fellowship 
with other believers and to sit under the authority of the Word of God weekly, in likemindedness with 
other believers. Talk to Brodie Ellis who is just back from the training in India and listen to the stories 
and hear how critical and valuable the local body is to the growth of believers. Because in our part of the 
world church is just sort of a social activity. Y’all know that I travel and preach a good bit and I don’t 
know how many times somebody will say, “Now, we try to keep this whole thing to an hour.” I’m like, 
“Y’all should come to Red Oak. It would freak y’all out. We go an hour and twenty minutes sometimes. 
It’s insane. I sit there at like minute eighteen of overtime and I’m like, ‘When are we going to stop 
singing this song and worshipping Jesus? This is crazy!’” No. Never, ever does that happen. We are 
coming together to worship the Lord and it’s needed, and then here’s the second thing—it’s 
commanded in Scripture. It’s commanded. The Word of God says, 

 
“Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together.” 

 
The writer of Hebrews tells us that. So, Jesus is part of the local church and is engaged in the 

local church ministry, and here’s what it says, 
 

“He went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.” 
 
Which means that they’ve called on Him to preach. 
 

“And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where it was written…” 
 
He read from the scroll of Isaiah and this is a portion of the text we read during our call to 

worship. This is what He reads from Isaiah 61 and part of it is from Isaiah 58:6, 
 

“’The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.’ 



 
20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down.” 

 
So, here is what’s happened. This is the way it would work—they would read the text, hand it to 

the attendant and he would put the scroll away. Everybody didn’t have a copy of the Bible. They had 
scrolls that would be read from. Then, Jesus goes and sits down and assumes the position of a teacher. 
In those days the teacher would sit. So, they would stand for the reading of the Word of God from the 
scroll, in honor and respect. A lot of pastors and preachers will do that today; they will say, “Please 
stand for the reading of God’s Word.” Then, everyone would be seated to actually teach the Word of 
God. So, Jesus was in a position of teaching and preaching. 

Now, here’s the interesting thing about the text. This is a Messianic text, which means that this 
was a text that was written about 700 years prior to this time, prophesying the coming of the Savior, the 
Messiah, into the world. The Messiah is the Son of God coming into the world. So, we know that Jesus is 
the Messiah. So, 700 years before Jesus comes, this is written and it’s a prophecy saying that one day 
someone is going to come and do these things. Everything that we read is a prophecy by this old, 
ancient prophet named Isaiah, who said that one day the Spirit of the Lord is going to anoint this man 
and He is going to come and here is what He’s going to do. So, Jesus reads these things and then Jesus 
says, in verse 21, 

 
“And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your 

hearing.” 
 
So, He reads the text and then He says, “Okay. Let me make this really clear. This is about me.” 
 
That is revolutionary. It’s mindblowing. This is something that would shake Jewish hearers to 

their core. You don’t get up there and make a claim like this. For someone who didn’t have faith that 
Jesus is who He says He is, if anyone other than Jesus got up there and said this it would be like 
someone coming into this church and standing at this pulpit and saying, “I’m God,” or “I’m the new 
Messiah.” This has happened. This is how cults are formed. This is how false religions spring up. Ever 
since the time of Jesus, the Word of God tells us that there are not going to be any more prophets or 
revelation. The next thing that will happen will be the second coming of Jesus, the eschaton, which 
means that the end of all things will occur. Jesus will descend, a trumpet will blow, and there will be this 
incredible occurrence of the return of the Lord in power, in glory, and in splendor. He is going to take us 
to be with Him in Heaven. We don’t know when that’s going to happen but that’s what’s next. 

So, from the time that Jesus left the Earth in Acts 1, when He leaves the Earth after He is 
resurrected and He goes to Heaven, from that time until He returns, anybody who comes along and 
says, “Jesus told me,” or “God told me,” or “An angel told me,” or “I found these little jewels or tablets,” 
or “I’m a prophet and here is how the Word of God needs to be changed,”—you can just know for a fact 
that person is either demonic or crazy. So you don’t listen to them and you reject it. 

Jesus comes into the synagogue and He does that. He says, “I’m God. I’m the fulfilment of 
prophecy. This is it. It’s over.” Here is what He is doing; if you go back and you read the Isaiah passages, 
there is this idea in Isaiah 61:2, “To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance (or 
the day of God’s wrath or judgment.” What Jesus does is He doesn’t read the second half of Isaiah 61:2 
because He’s not coming to bring vengeance and judgment. In fact, He will one day say to a great 
Pharisee, named Nicodemus, “I didn’t come into the world to condemn the world. The world is already 
condemned.”46 Judgment will one day come and Jesus would often preach about a future, coming 
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judgment, but He is saying that right now is the day of the Lord, this is the day of salvation. He will 
repeatedly say to people, “Don’t wait around. Get saved.” Receive Jesus. 

Listen, this is a good spot to just stop and say this. If you are here tonight and you’re not a 
Christian, be saved tonight. Receive Jesus. Repent of your sin, turn to the Lord Jesus, receive what He 
has for you, call on His name, and walk into faith with Jesus. That’s what Jesus does. He shows up and 
He says, “The kingdom of God begins now. This is the year of the Lord. This is the year of the declaration 
of Jesus. My ministry has come and here’s the message. Everybody listen up.” That’s what’s happening 
here. In a Jewish context, we can’t wrap our brains around this. We just can’t. We can’t get our brains 
completely around it. We can’t do it.  

Let me break this down. There are five things that Jesus says about His ministry that I think we 
need to recognize about the ministry of Jesus. 

Number one. He says it’s going to be a ministry to poor people. For each of these points you can 
kind of say that He’s talking about literally poor and spiritually poor. But think about this, He is preaching 
to a group of people who, for the most part as a society, are not wealthy but they have their needs met. 
These are people who are attending church on Sunday. They have food. So, Jesus says, “I’m coming to 
bring hope to the poor.” There is the practical side that poor people tend to be better recipients of the 
Gospel. They just do. Churches are not typically full of rich people. Go to China, go to India, go to really 
closed off places like North Korea and Iran. If we could peer into a lot of African culture and places that 
Red Oak is deeply connected to in ministry, what you are going to find is that in most churches there are 
not a lot of wealthy people. In America, you see some churches that are wealthy and hopefully they use 
their resources to do great work for the Gospel, but for the most part those of us who don’t have a lot of 
money live by faith. It’s a little easier to live by faith. 

I think I shared with you a couple of weeks ago how I was at a church, and we went out to eat, 
and this man picked up the tab. I asked one of the other guys, “Hey, what’s that guy’s story.” He said, 
“Oh, man, he dropped out of high school and got his GED. Then he went to work at a trucking company 
as a dispatch guy, then bought his own truck, then bought another truck, and now he has about a 
hundred fifty trucks and three brokerage firms and makes about five million dollars a year. He’s loaded 
and miserable.” I asked, “Is he a believer?,” and he said, “Nah, he came to church today because he 
knows one of the speakers who is here today. He’s miserable.” Jesus would address this. He would say 
that it’s hard for rich people to see their need. Jesus came to the poor. In the Beatitudes47, He talks 
about those who are poor in spirit and who are grieved in soul and spirit. The bottom line is this—
spiritually poor people are those people who don’t have Jesus. After this day, they can now have Jesus. 
And it doesn’t matter how much a person makes financially. Rich people, middle-income people, poor 
people, prisoners in jail cells, and kings in castles can receive this Messiah and have what this Savior 
offers. Because everyone is poor in spirit when it comes to the condition of a man’s soul. We are literally 
bankrupt. 

 
Number two is that Jesus comes to proclaim liberty to the captives. 
 

“He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives.” 
 
The word “captives” literally means prisoners of war. We see this in our society where people 

are enslaved to different things. People are held captive by so many things. People are held captive by 
philosophy, political ideology, by politics, and money, material possessions, the American dream, jobs 
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and advancement. People are held captive by drugs, alcohol, and much milder things like food and 
tobacco. People are held captive by things that are often given as good gifts that should be enjoyed. 
Certain food and drink that should be enjoyed but that people become enslaved to and are held captive 
by. People are held captive by sexual sin, and sexuality, and sexual rebellion, and sexual revolution. 
People are held captive by a lot of things and Jesus comes to set people free from the control of sin. 
Period. If you are here tonight and you reject that, there is hope for you in Jesus. Slaves of sin can be 
made slaves of righteousness. 

Number three is recovering of sight to the blind. Again, you see Jesus physically heal blind 
people but there is this picture of the god of this age having blinded them and then the veil being 
removed. Those are two pictures that are painted in Scripture. The veil is removed48 and people’s eyes 
are opened49. If you have ever shared the Gospel with somebody and this is the message of hope that 
has changed your life that means so much to you, and you look into somebody’s face and you feel you 
are looking into deep, dark, hollow eyes. It’s like the lights are on but nobody’s home. You realize that 
the veil is over their face. The Holy Spirit has to remove that veil. You can’t convince somebody 
otherwise. I’ve watched evangelical, Bible-thumping preachers stand on the front pew and scream, and 
holler, and drag invitations out for two hours, trying to guilt people into coming forward and make a 
decision. Let me tell you something—if the god of this age has someone blinded, you and I don’t have 
the authority to remove those blinders and remove that veil. But the power of the Holy Spirit, through 
the preaching and the proclamation of the Gospel, and the hand of God, can jerk the hood right off of 
their spiritual head and give them sight. That’s why we proclaim the Gospel; because we trust Jesus to 
save people. 

 
Number four is this; Jesus came to set captives free. 
 

“To set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 
 
Literally, this is downtrodden, brokenhearted people who are hurting and people who carry 

baggage. This is women who have been abused, men who were abandoned as little boys, people who 
have been hurt through breakups and divorced marriage situations, kids who have been kicked out into 
the fostering community because nobody cares about them. These are people who have lost their jobs 
and lost their livelihoods. These are spouses who have stood over the deathbed of a person they had 
pledged their life to who is now no longer with them. These are people who are hurting, and dealing 
with depression, and anxiety, and mental health issues. These are people who have a past of addiction 
and demons in their closet that they can’t seem to escape from. These are people who cannot in their 
own strength pull themselves up by their bootstraps and get themselves set free. Jesus says, “You can’t 
do that. It’s too much for you. I’ll set you free.” That’s the power of the Gospel. Jesus came to set 
captives free. Crushed, broken, shattered lives—people who are literally poor and powerless in their 
own strength—those are the people who can receive Jesus. And those people come from every walk of 
life, every skin color, every language, every educational background, on every continent, and from every 
country. Jesus just loves people. He loves people and He came to save us. 

So, these people are like, “This is a great message!” It says in verse 20 that He sat down. He 
would have sat down and taught or preached. So, He was teaching and preaching, and it says in verse 
21, 

 
““Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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Now, listen to this in verse 22, 
 

“And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were coming 
from his mouth. And they said, ‘Is not this Joseph's son?’” 
 
“This guy built my mama’s cabinets. They look good. Every time I go to those cabinets I think, 

‘Joseph’s boys are sharp. They know what they’re doing. They are skilled labor. Is He saying that He’s the 
fulfillment of prophesy?’”  

What we do when we preach the Word of God here at Red Oak is called exposition. We take the 
text and we explain to you what it means and how we apply it to our lives. Jesus’ exposition of the text 
was, “This is about me. You should get saved and the way that you get saved is to come to me for 
salvation and I will save you.” These people are still in the hometown hero wave and they are like, “This 
is really interesting. He’s so gifted. He can do so much more than build retaining walls. He’s a good roof 
man and plumber but He’s also really good at making the Old Testament come alive in a way that I’ve 
never seen it before. It almost seems like He’s saying that He’s God.” They are marveling at the gracious 
words that were coming from His mouth. 

 
“And they said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” 23 And he said to them, “Doubtless you 

will quote to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What we have heard you did at 
Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’” 
 
Here is what Jesus does. Jesus knows all things. The Spirit of God is empowering Him right here. 

He knows these people and they know Him and He says, “Here’s what’s going to happen. Y’all are going 
to ask me to give you a sign. You want to see one of those miracles. I’ve been doing miracles and you 
want to see a miracle, so you are going to ask me for one. 

Listen, people do this all the time. We have all done it inadvertently and just said, “God, if you’ll 
give me a sign I’ll do x, y, or z. Show me something like a shooting star, or a unicorn, or whatever, then 
I’ll know. If you’ll let me see Bigfoot, I’ll know. God, if you’ll let me win the lottery I’ll know you love me. 
If you let me win the lottery I’ll serve you.” God’s like, “Oh, good. I’m short this month and I don’t know 
if I’m going to be able to make rent on the mansion I just built for you.” People have this idea that we 
can bargain with God. “God, if you’ll just…if…if…” Jesus is reading their hearts and He’s going, “Here’s 
what you’re thinking right now. First, you heard me right. I’m God. And you are going to ask, ‘Uh, could 
you give that statement some credibility and do a miracle or something, because you’re Joseph’s son 
and we aren’t sure we believe you. We love you, and you’re our man—you’re our hometown boy but 
this is a little bit much for us.’” Jesus says, “I know what you’re going to say.” 

 
“Physician, heal yourself. What we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in 

your hometown as well.” 
 
They don’t even get a chance to ask Him. He calls it and says, 
 

“And he said, ‘Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 
But in truth, I tell you…’” 
 
Now, He’s going to tell two stories from the Old Testament to wrap this up. 
 



“And he said, ‘Truly, I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 
But in truth, I tell you, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the 
heavens were shut up three years and six months, and a great famine came over all the 
land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, 
to a woman who was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the 
prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.’” 
 
Okay. So, Jesus references two stories from the Old Testament. We do not know this but I, in my 

mind, wonder if maybe these were passages that were read during the historical reading of Scripture 
that morning. Because, before Jesus read and preached they would have had a reading from the history 
books of the Old Testament. So, maybe someone had just read these stories and they were like, “That’s 
our boy, Elijah, and that’s our boy, Elisha. Those are our prophets and we love those guys.” I don’t know. 
Maybe not. But Jesus goes to these two stories and what is interesting is that these two stories are 
stories of hard-hearted Gentiles. Those are non-Jews; people who were not of the house of faith and 
who God ministers to. They respond in a sort of blind faith because they have no substantial evidence 
for why to respond. 

Here’s the story of the widow. There is a famine in the land and everyone is going hungry. 
People are dying of starvation. And the widow has enough food for one meal for her and her son and 
they plan to eat it and then just wait to die of starvation. They are preparing to die and the prophet 
comes along and says, “Trust me. Take that one meal, prepare it for me, and let me eat it.” And the 
widow blindly, by the supernatural power of God, responds in faith. She makes the meal and when she 
goes back there is still enough to make another meal, and then another meal, and then another meal. 
It’s like when Jesus made food for the multitudes from bread and fish. She acts in this sort of blind faith 
and God brings salvation to her house because of it. 

The other story that Jesus tells is about a man who is a general in the Syrian army. That was a 
rival army to Israel. In today’s terms, it would be Israelis or Jews versus the Arabs. The Syrians were 
Arab. This general comes because he has leprosy and because he has heard about this great prophet of 
the Lord. He goes to this great prophet of the Lord because he believes that if he goes to him that he will 
do a miraculous healing if he takes him a lot of money and pays for it. But the prophet won’t even see 
him. He says, “No. He’s going to have to come through faith to get this. Go tell him to go down to the 
Jordan River and dunk himself in it seven times. If he does that he will be healed.” So, the word gets to 
this man, “The prophet is not going to see you.” This was the most important man in Syria, like the 
equivalent of our Secretary of State, Secretary of Defense, or Vice President, or something like that. And 
he shows up here and says, “I want to speak to one of the pastors from Red Oak because I heard that if 
they pray over me I’ll be healed,” and we are like, “We don’t have time for you, man.” That’s not what 
Elisha was saying but that’s how Naaman received it. We’d say, “Go down there to McClelland Creek and 
dunk yourself seven times. When you come out of that water your leprosy will be gone. Your disease will 
be gone and you’ll be healed.” The guy is angry but eventually, in faith, he goes and does it. Why? 
Because of the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit in the man’s heart. Conviction comes to his mind 
and he responds. 

So, Jesus stands up there and He says, “The widow didn’t get a miracle. This Syrian general 
didn’t get a miracle. They received it in faith and then they saw the miracle with the eyes of faith.” What 
these people are going to do is they are going to say, “Show me a miracle and then we might believe.” 
Well, that’s not true faith, because faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. What Jesus 
is pointing to is people who responded first in faith; then the miracle becomes evident to them. Tell me, 
if you are a Christian, is that not how it works? You received the Gospel and you didn’t know exactly 
what you were getting yourself into. But as you grow and walk with the Lord the eyes of faith become 
eyes of discernment, and wisdom, and growth, and you begin to love the Lord more deeply because He 



shows more, and more of himself to you. Jesus is like, “What y’all want to do is reverse this thing around 
and say ‘What can we get out of the deal? What can you do for us? Then we will talk.’” 

Here is what Jesus is doing—one commentator said that He is assaulting their approval of Him. 
He gives a declarative sermon where He says, “I’m God,” and they all go, “That’s nice,” and He assaults 
that attitude. More than once I have preached somewhere and had someone come up to me and say, 
“That was a good sermon, preacher. These people here really needed to hear that,” or “We have a lot of 
people who really needed to hear that,” or, I’ve had people say, “My brother-in-law is sitting back there 
and he needed that. That was just what he needed.” I’d be like, “Did you need it? No? Maybe?” These 
people don’t see their need. Jesus is confronting their approval by saying, “I’m God. I’ve come to save 
people from their sin.” 

We were talking before the sermon and Zach made a very interesting point. People will often 
say, “I love the teaching of Jesus.” This is non-Christians that we are talking about. And I was reminded 
of a conversation I had on a trans-Atlantic flight when I was sitting beside a man from Rwanda, which is 
East Africa. He was the son of a diplomat and went to a private boarding school in New York City, then 
graduated from something like Columbia and then Oxford. Anyway, he was now living in Copenhagen, 
which is a great name for a city. We aren’t talking about smokeless tobacco, Western North Carolinians, 
but this is a city in Denmark. We were going to be connecting in London and I was going to go one way 
and he was going to be going to Denmark. We started talking on this eight-hour flight and he said, “I 
love to read the teachings of Jesus.” He was talking about the goodness of Jesus and at the end of that 
conversation it came down to where I said, “You know, Jesus’ teachings were confrontational. You had 
to repent and receive what He offered.” That’s where it gets difficult for people. Zach made the point 
that people want to say, “I love the teachings of Jesus. I love them.” But they were not nice. He called 
people to repent. He told people that they were under judgment. He said, “You’re going to Hell! If you 
continue living in sexual sin you are going to Hell. If you want to start a sexual revolution it will lead you 
straight to Hell. If you want to change, and twist, and distort the Word of God, it will take you to Hell.” 

 Here is what it comes down to—listen to me—your relationship with Jesus is personal between 
you and Him. If you reject this faith you are not rejecting your mother and your father’s faith. You are 
not rejecting the faith of a nation, or the faith of Red Oak, or the faith of your granddaddy who was a 
preacher. Salvation comes through Jesus and rejection of salvation is a rejection of the One who spread 
His arms and died in your place. Jesus came to die in our place, to take our sin so we don’t have to live 
as captives. What captivates you? What enslaves you? What is it that motivates you? What are you most 
obsessed with, most concerned with? What opinions of man control your life? What desire for material 
possessions? What is the big thing in your life that seems to control everything? Jesus came to set you 
free from that. 

We have young ladies in this church who struggle with their identity. We have young men in this 
church that struggle with their identity. They go to public schools and try to live up and measure up. 
Listen, church, you need to be in tune, and dialed in, and pray for our kids that go to school where they 
face these mounting pressures by other people who are enslaved to sin and who need Jesus. Our kids 
live in a dark world. They could be light in that dark world or they could fall into the same slavery that 
every other teenager lives in. Jesus came to set people free from that. But Jesus’ teachings are not nice; 
they are confrontational. They are filled with hope, and mercy, and compassion but they tell people this, 
“If you reject me you will go to Hell. If I’m not a personal Savior for you there is no other box to put me 
in. You can’t just say, ‘I believe in Jesus but He’s not really for me.’” What you are saying is, “He’s not 
personal to me,” which means that He’s not your Savior. Don’t get the wrong idea—Jesus didn’t come to 
Nazareth unable or incapable of doing miracles. Jesus could do anything He wanted to at any moment. 
But what He is saying is, “I will not author a salvation that is led by sight, not faith. I’m not going to do 
magic tricks for you. I’m not going to give you money, or wealth, or prosperity, or do tricks so that you 
can get saved. Either you accept me as God or you reject me.” 



That’s the simple Gospel tonight, church. What are you going to do with Jesus? There are two 
components to salvation; it has to be personal to you and it is going to happen by faith. You can’t 
intellectually figure it out. You can’t make all the pieces fit and make it work. I will say this; the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ makes more sense than any other philosophy or worldview. It makes sense of everything, 
but in every worldview and in every thought system there are going to ultimately be questions that we 
can’t answer in this life. We walk by faith, not by sight. Jesus often used miracles but He always used 
faith, because that’s the only way to a relationship with the Lord. 

So, Jesus tells these people these stories and they go from marveling at what He said and 
thinking it’s all really nice, to where when He preaches this sermon about the Gentile believers they lose 
their collective mind. Look at what it says in verse 28, 

 
“When they heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 

And they rose up…” 
 
He was preaching. If you study the order of service in the Jewish synagogue there were still two 

major components to the service that had to happen, including the Aaronic blessing in Numbers 6:24-
26, 

 
“The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

 
That would be their benediction and that is how they would close the service. But they didn’t 

wait for that. They rose up in the middle of the sermon and they grabbed hold of Jesus… 
 

“…and drove him out of the town and brought him to the brow of the hill on 
which their town was built, so that they could throw him down the cliff. 30 But passing 
through their midst, he went away.” 
 
That’s pretty awesome. It reminds me of the line from Tombstone, when Wyatt Earp says, “I 

don’t think I’ll let you arrest us today.” Jesus said, “I don’t think I’ll let you kill me today.” He just walks 
through the middle of the crowd. I couldn’t find a single commentator who explained what happened 
here. There’s nothing to add to it. “We’re going to kill him!!......Where’d He go?” He just walked through 
them. At that point, if I was one of the men who was getting ready to throw Him off a cliff, I think I’d be 
like, “Maybe He’s legit. He just walked right out of a mob. We were going to kill Him and He’s gone.” He 
wasn’t cooperating with the whole murder ordeal right now. And this is not the last time that Jesus 
would do this. He would say, “You are not going to kill me yet. You are going to kill me but when you do I 
will actually be laying down my life. Nobody is going to take it from me.”50 

What do you do with Jesus tonight? Is He personal? You can come in and think that the sermon 
is good or the text is good. You read the Scripture and you like it. But listen, ultimately, how do you 
respond to Jesus? That’s what matters in our lives. If you are here tonight and you don’t have a 
relationship with Jesus, we would love to talk to you about it. Right there in your seat you can call on the 
name of the Lord and be saved. You can talk to one of the pastors or someone else in leadership here. 
We will help you. Respond to the Lord and be saved. That’s what Jesus came to do—to save people. 
People who are poor, people who are powerless, people are blind, people who are enslaved, and that’s 
what He is still doing today. Amen? Let’s pray. 

                                                             
50 John 10:18 



God,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	understand	your	Word	and	make	it	make	sense.	I	pray	
tonight	specifically,	as	we	go	into	a	closing	time	of	worship	through	song,	that	you	would	take	those	
in	our	midst	who	are	hurting	and	who	are	enslaved	to	sin,	and	in	bondage	to	whatever	had	gotten	a	
hold	of	their	lives.	God,	there	is	somebody	here	tonight	who	is	under	the	grip	of	sin—some	
addiction	or	some	thing	that	we	don’t	have	to	identify	or	name.	They	know	in	their	heart	what	it	is.	I	
pray	tonight	that	you	would	help	them	to	see	that	they	don’t	have	to	live	as	slaves	to	the	world,	
slaves	to	the	peer	pressure	of	society,	slaves	to	the	people	around	them,	but	that	they	can	live	in	
freedom	by	just	following	Jesus	and	taking	what	you	give	them.	Help	them	to	do	that	tonight.	Help	
people	to	get	saved,	I	pray.	I	pray	that	you	would	save	people	from	their	sin.	I	pray	that	you	would	
deliver	believers	who	are	here	and	who	are	still	struggling	with	things	that	they	should	have	victory	
and	authority	over.	We	love	you	and	we	thank	you	for	your	Word	and	the	ministry	of	the	Gospel.	
We	worship	you	now	in	song	and	in	spirit	and	in	truth.	In	Jesus’	name.
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Luke 4:31-44 
Rob Conti 
 

Go ahead and open to Luke 4. The Lord, I think, will line up Brodie’s testimony51 tonight with His 
Word and what we see in this passage. It’s just amazing and it’s humbling to be a part of this church. It’s 
humbling to be a part of, in a small way, what God is doing on the other side of the planet in rescuing 
people and in delivering people from the kingdom of darkness and transferring them into the kingdom 
of His Son. It’s just amazing. It’s what we see begin in our passage tonight are the effects of the Gospel 
that are taking place and we get to be part of that. You are a part of it by being rescued yourself and 
then we get to take part in pushing that forward and moving the Gospel. 

So, Luke 4. I’m actually going to look back a little bit in Luke 4:18, just to remind us where we are 
coming from. Jesus has gone into a synagogue in Nazareth and, if you remember from our sermon last 
week, He takes the scroll and He reads this passage that says, 

 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.”” 

 
Jesus reads this promise, this prophecy, that the Messiah is going to come and He is going to 

deliver people. He is going to set them free and change their lives spiritually, physically, and eternally. 
He is going to rescue people. Then, Jesus sits down and everyone is zeroed in on Him, and He says, 

 
“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 
Jesus is saying, “I’m the Messiah. I’m the Savior. I’m the One who has come to deliver you.” And 

while they are all excited that He is preaching with such authority and His teaching is so eloquent, He 
then rebukes them because He knows their hearts. He knows that these people are going to reject Him 
and that they won’t submit to Him as Lord. He’s not the kind of Messiah that they want and He tells 
them that. He tells them, “You’re going to reject me.” Then they get angry because He alludes to the 
reality that the Gospel is not going to just stay in Nazareth but that it’s going to the ends of the Earth 
and it’s going to Gentiles. They get so mad that they want to kill Him. Then Jesus does this thing where 
He just passes through their midst. 

There are so many scenes where I wish I could travel back in time to see. This wouldn’t be 
number one but it would be in my top ten. I guess I wouldn’t even see it because He’d be there and then 
He wouldn’t be. I don’t know if this was like the Flash, where He was moving so fast that it looked like 
they were standing still. He tied their sandals together and made His way to Capernaum; I don’t know. 
But He did this thing where He just wasn’t there. It wasn’t His time and that’s not how it was going to go 
down, and He leaves. 

Luke then begins to unpack this for us. If you read along in Matthew, and Mark, the Synoptics, 
and you see how they lay these stories out, the chronologic order can be a little different, but Luke is 

                                                             
51 One of Red Oak’s members gave a report about his recent trip to India to assist in a training session with some of 

the indigenous people that the church has taken the Gospel to. 



setting this up. He’s saying, “Listen to what Jesus said,” and then he begins to unpack that truth through 
stories. That’s what we are going to see tonight; Jesus doing what He said He came to do. He’s fulfilling 
this prophecy of the kingdom coming, right here, in what we are looking at tonight. 

My mind kind of went crazy the last few days while thinking about deliverance. I just haven’t 
been able to get that word out of my mind; that Christ has come to deliver us. We have all these 
awesome words that help us understand what Jesus has done: justification, propitiation, salvation, 
redemption, reconciliation; all these words that God unpacks in Scripture that teach us from different 
angles and different nuances, the depth, and the width, and the beauty of the Gospel. This word 
‘deliverance’ has just been stuck in my mind—that Jesus would come to rescue us, that He’d come to 
save us, and to see how desperate we are for this. Right? 

I love Brodie’s testimony of these men and these women who are in such a hostile place. The 
darkness there is still so great but on one hand it is so simple—they have been set free. They have been 
delivered by Jesus from false religion. They’ve been set free by Jesus from an empty, vain existence. 
They have been delivered by Jesus from the power and the penalty of sin. So, for them it’s simple. You 
tell people. You just tell people. You share that message of hope. 

I can’t help but to go in my mind to—I wish I could see with my physical eyes the spiritual reality 
that people live in who have not been delivered. I wish I could see what their souls look like in bondage 
to sin, starved for the righteousness that they desperately need and can’t produce, in bondage to the 
enemy. I wish I could see that because I sleep through so many days. I’m so selfish with so many days 
and so many relationships and I pass people by. 

For me, I think it goes back to the first time I saw Shindler’s List. I get these images in my mind of 
the Holocaust. It’s staggering, right? You’ve seen these pictures of what was happening in countries 
occupied by Nazis. What was happening in Germany were these concentration camps. Death camps 

were opened where human beings, because of their race, 
or their religion, or their opposition to Hitler, were 
gathered together in these camps. They were tortured, 
and they were starved, and they were left exposed to the 
elements. This is the picture I use just to remind us. This is 
nothing. Y’all have seen worse. This is a tame picture of 
what human beings were subjected to in these camps. I 
remember this one picture where there was this massive 
mound of shoes. It was a hill, like a small mountain, of 
shoes that had been taken off of people who had been 
murdered in these camps, as the Nazi’s honed in to 
commit genocide. They were packing people like sardines 
into these gas chambers. It’s horrific and you wonder how 

human beings can do this to other human beings. How can the people in the towns that surrounded 
these camps smell what was happening and just go about their day? How could they do that? 

Something inside me, as a man, when I watch these documentaries and I see these stories, I 
think about those guys who left here, and left their homes, and left their families, and they got over 
there and their lives were horrible as they fought battles and they fought that war, but when they came 
across these camps everything changed for them. Because then they knew why they were fighting. They 
knew why they had sacrificed. They knew that there was something worth fighting for—to rescue and 
deliver these people. You watch these things and you hear these testimonies; I listened to testimonies of 
people who survived these camps. This one man was talking and he said, “We started to hear bombs 
drop. We weren’t afraid to die if a bomb fell on us, in fact, we would welcome it. But day after day, as 
bombs got closer, and we could see the expressions on our guards’ faces change, we realized that there 
was hope. Life came back to us because there was hope of deliverance.” Then, one day, they woke up 



and the guards were gone. They had been cast out of there. Soldiers show up and cut the chains, open 
the gates, and they bring in food and medicine. It’s amazing. It’s deliverance and rescue. 

Part of me thinks that if I knew that was going on, I knew that was happening somewhere, and it 
was within my power, no matter what it cost me to help, Lord willing I would be the kind of man that 
would do something, who would get up, and go, and say ‘goodbye’ to whatever comforts I was leaving 
behind. I think that if I could see with my physical eyes the condition of people’s immortal souls—
because the reality is that we are surrounded by people who are enslaved to sin and death. They are in 
bondage to Satan. They are under demonic control. And we have the Gospel. That’s what we see in our 
passage. Let’s read it. Verse 31, 

 
“And he (Jesus) went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching 

them on the Sabbath.” 
 
So Jesus literally went down. Nazareth is kind of up in the hill country. It’s about 1300 feet above 

sea level and Capernaum is right on the Sea of Galilee, right on the lake, and it’s about 700 feet below 
sea level. So, Jesus, literally goes down. You can 
go on Google Earth and Google Nazareth and 
Capernaum. On the map on the screen you will 
see Nazareth on my left and it’s about thirty 
miles, depending on which route you take; about 
nine hours’ worth of walking if you did it straight. 
It’s crazy because this really happened. Zoom in 
on it and it’s real. There’s topography and you 
see that Jesus literally had to walk down because 
He was up in the hills. The lake is still there, and 
there are still boats that fish, and cities have grown up around there. It’s modern but this is where Jesus 
literally walked. The Son of God went to Capernaum to start this. And I think, “Man, it seems so small,” 
but the work that was started there was huge. The Gospel work that started there has had the ripple 
effect of a rock dropped in that lake that has been spreading across the globe. Now, listen to what 
happens. 

 
“And he went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was teaching them 

on the Sabbath, 32 and they were astonished at his teaching, for his word possessed 
authority. 33 And in the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean 
demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 “Ha! What have you to do with us, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.” 35 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out of him!” And when the demon 
had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no harm. 36 
And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is this word? For with 
authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!” 37 And 
reports about him went out into every place in the surrounding region.” 
 
Jesus goes into the synagogue and He begins to preach the Gospel, the good news of the 

kingdom of God, and He begins to fulfil what He said earlier in Nazareth, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me to set people free and heal people,” and He begins to do it. 

Forever, when I would read over this, I always felt like this seemed like the demon was being 
aggressive. Like Jesus was teaching and the demon was trying to disrupt the service, like he was going on 
the attack for whatever reason, but it’s confusing because he is saying things that are true, so why does 



Jesus tell him to be quiet. The ESV is kind of funny because it says, “Ha!” It’s a noise, but is it laughter or 
is it a mocking sound? It seems to be more of the idea that he is crying out in terror. It’s the idea of 
sudden fear coming upon this evil spirit because the Gospel is being preached; because the Gospel of 
the kingdom is being preached by the King. The Messiah has come, and as the Gospel, the light, the 
truth of the Gospel is presented, this evil spirit can’t handle it. Fear seizes him and he trembles. This is 
what James says; that demons believe and they tremble52. They shake in fear before Almighty God. This 
demon knows who Jesus is. He is the Messiah. He is the Son of God. And somehow this demon knows 
his fate. Right? “What have you to do with us? What are you doing here? Why are you messing with 
me? Have you come to destroy me? Have you come to throw us into the abyss, into the pit, into the lake 
of fire?” He knows his future and he says, “I know who you are. You are the holy one of God.” And Jesus 
tells him to be quiet. “Be quiet.” 

There are all kinds of opinions as to why Jesus would stop him. Fast forward a little bit, pick up in 
verse 41, and Jesus is healing more people, and it says this, 

 
“And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he 

rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the 
Christ.” 
 
Why the secrecy? Why does He not want them to say that He’s the Messiah? It’s not just 

demons; there are other places in Scripture where Jesus would heal somebody and He would say, “Now, 
don’t go telling everybody.” They’d say, “You’re the Messiah,” and Jesus would say, “You are right, but 
don’t tell people.” At the Mount of Transfiguration, people see this amazing thing happen when Jesus is 
transformed before them, and He tells His disciples, “Don’t tell anyone until after the resurrection.” Why 
the secrecy? What’s going on here? There are so many opinions but here is what I believe. People will 
say that Jesus didn’t want people to know that He was the Messiah because they would try to force Him 
to be king and He wasn’t there for a political uprising. Then, I think, yeah, but He’s being very Messiah-
ish in everything He does. He quotes Isaiah and says, “I fulfil this,” then He starts doing it. He’s clearly 
showing that He’s the Messiah. He’s demonstrating that. That’s the good news of the kingdom—that the 
King is here. The Messiah is here. So, why the secrecy? I think that on one hand that Jesus is absolutely 
demonstrating that things are going to happen according to His Father’s will and His timing and in His 
way. At times, He tells people to be quiet because He doesn’t want them trying to force Him to become 
king and lead a physical revolt against Rome. But here, with these demons, I think it’s pretty simple. I 
think that what He is saying is that the kingdom is not going to be built on the testimony of demons, but 
the kingdom will be built on the testimony of those who have been freed from the demons. He is not 
going to allow these demons to speak and to pervert the truth. But, as people are set free, as people are 
delivered, as the Gospel takes root in their lives, then it will become evident and obvious that the King is 
here, the Messiah is here, the kingdom of Heaven has come to Earth and it is spreading. 

I’ll say this, if I can kind of parenthetically pause here. Jesus is doing this to rescue us and to be 
our deliverer. Because that was us. That picture is you, spiritually, starved for righteousness. You can’t 
save yourself enslaved to sin and Satan. Spiritually, that’s us. That was us before Christ. So, Jesus is our 
deliverer. But He’s also our example and this is fascinating. Luke is making crystal clear that Jesus does 
everything for the will of the Father by the power of the Spirit through the Word of God. It’s amazing. 
You are going to see this all through Luke. He’s doing everything to obey the Father by the power of the 
Spirit through the Word of God, to be an example for us, to show us how we are to live. It’s fascinating, 
because all along it says that He was filled with the Spirit. “And being filled with the Spirit He went 
down.” It’s this picture that everything that Jesus did, He did in submission to the Spirit of God. 
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So, I just wanted to pause here for application. Time out. One of the things that the Lord sat 
heavy on me this week was, “Do I walk in the Spirit?” I want you to think about your life. Do you walk by 
the power of the Spirit? Do you raise your kids in the power of the Spirit? Do you go to work in the 
power of the Spirit? Do you build relationships by the power of the Spirit? Do you fight sin and 
temptation by the power of the Spirit, to obey God through His Word? That’s convicting. It’s convicting 
and it should be revealing, right? One of the beautiful things the Word of God will do—the writer of 
Hebrews tells us this—that the Word of God is like a sharp sword53. It pierces you to the core of who you 
are and that’s a painful process. It’s sharp, but what it will always reveal in the believer, no matter how 
painful that cutting is as it cuts you to the core, is it will always reveal who you really are as a son or 
daughter of the Most High. That’s a good place to be. 

So often, we just buzz right through and the Word of God can become interesting, and 
fascinating, and we can appreciate the nuances of how things are put together, with the theme of the 
Book, and the focus, and how God will make a point and then demonstrate it through stories, and that is 
all awesome—but time out. Stop and sit under the authority of God’s Word and by His Spirit allow Him 
to pierce you. It’s a good question to ask: “Do I live by the power of the Spirit? Is my life lived in 
obedience to the Father? Does the Word of God govern my thoughts, and my actions, and my words?” 
This should be encouraging. We did this in our discipleship group this past week and it was awesome. I 
just wanted to share about the cutting and I asked, “What does it look like in your life to walk by the 
Spirit?” It was kind of awkward at first, and that probably goes without saying since I was in the room, 
but one by one people started sharing things that the Lord was doing in their lives and ways that they 
feel the Spirit move. “Feel” is not always a wrong word to use. Right? They described ways that they feel 
the intimacy of their communion with God. It was awesome. A great quiet time spent in the Word; a 
worship service; sharing with a child the truth of Jesus; evangelizing a friend or a co-worker. Things 
coming into your mind that you hadn’t thought about in so long, knitting perfectly together the 
narrative of the Gospel to share with somebody in their need. I think that, for us, if you will stop and 
think, it’s a painful process at times because there are things that we need to confess. “Yeah, I’ve been 
distant, and I’ve been cold, and I’ve been selfish, and I’ve been prideful, and I’ve been on my own 
agenda.” Allow the Word of God to cut you and get you back to the core of who you really are. Because 
if you’re a believer the core of who you are is that you are a child of God, and the Spirit of God lives in 
you, and He will not leave you, and He will not forsake you, and He will accomplish His purpose in and 
through you. That’s a promise that we have. Those are all promises that we have. 

So, if you find yourself cold and distant, I want to read this to you. This is from our good friend 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon. He said this, 

 
“Tell me where you lost the company of Christ, and I will tell you the most likely place to find 
Him. Have you lost Christ in the closet by restraining prayer? Then it is there you must seek and 
find Him. Did you lose Christ by sin? You will find Christ in no other way but by the giving up of 
the sin, and seeking by the Holy Spirit to mortify the member in which the lust doth dwell. Did 
you lose Christ by neglecting the Scriptures? You must find Christ in the Scriptures.”54 
 
That’s good. If you find yourself distant and you find yourself faced with that question, “Do I live 

by the Spirit? Do I walk by the Spirit? Do I know intimate communion with God? When is the last time I 
just opened the Word of God and knew that God was speaking to me? When is the last time that I 
prayed and it was with passion? When is the last time I was moved to share the Gospel with somebody 
who was lost and dying without hope?” Jesus stands full of grace, steadfast in His love and in His grace, 
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to meet you where you are, to forgive you, and to move forward. He says to come boldly to His throne 
to receive grace and mercy in your time of need55—which is always. Right? It’s so good. 

So Jesus, being Jesus, rebukes this demon and casts this demon out of this person. The demon 
tries to throw the person down but Luke goes out of his way to say that the man was fine, he wasn’t 
even hurt. It was total deliverance. 

Tonight, we are not going to go into demonology, about possession and oppression. But, I want 
us to see in our text tonight that Jesus is doing what He said what He was going to do. Ultimately, this 
isn’t just about this one person being freed from a demon. It is in one sense, and we can zoom in and 
see that Jesus loved this man. This man is being tormented by a demon and Jesus loved Him and He had 
the authority to cast him out and He had the compassion to help this man, and He does it. But it’s not 
just about this man. We zoom back out and see that Jesus is doing what He said He’s going to do. He’s 
the Messiah. He’s the King, and He’s come into the world, and He’s doing what He said He would do. 
John, in 1 John, says that the reason the Son of God came was to undo the work of the Devil; to destroy 
the work of Satan56. And Jesus is doing that. Jesus said, “I came to seek and to save the lost.” The reason 
He came was to preach the kingdom. What kingdom? The kingdom of light; the kingdom of the Son of 
God’s love. And to free people from the dominion of darkness. And that’s what’s happening. This ripple, 
this drop in a bucket that starts in Capernaum, is going to spread over the whole globe, as people from 
every tribe, every tongue, and every nation will be freed from the power of sin and Satan. They will be 
freed from the dominion of sin and freed from the wrath of God. It starts here and now in this one man. 
Jesus is putting on display and is saying, “This is what I’ve come to do. I’ve come to push Satan out. This 
usurper who came into the Garden, deceived Adam and Eve, and took the authority over the planet that 
they were supposed to have, who became the god of this age, and the prince of the power of the air, 
the ruler over principalities and over this present darkness.” 

In Ephesians 2:1-5, it says this about us. Let me read it, 
 

“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved.” 
 
Is everybody on the planet demon possessed? No. But here is the picture of the world and of 

humanity—we are under satanic oppression—everybody. The god of this age has blinded people’s 
minds so that they can’t see the truth of the Gospel. Pick your false religion, pick your empty philosophy, 
or whatever it is—pick your political agenda—whatever it is, Satan is blinding people’s minds and 
keeping them captive under the fear of death and bondage and without hope. And what Jesus does 
when He tells this demon to shut up and get out, is He is showing that He has the authority to undo the 
work of Satan. He has the power to roll back the curse. Right? 

This is Narnia57. Do you read this to your kids or read it to yourself? Zach talked about this a few 
weeks ago. I read Narnia for the first time when I was twenty years old in college. Something happened 
to me when I got saved. God rewired all my emotions. I don’t know if this was by accident or for His 
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entertainment, but He rewired all my emotions so that no matter what I feel strongly it goes to my tear 
ducts. I was like twenty years old in my college dorm room, reading The Lion, the Witch, and the 
Wardrobe58, and I was crying, and my roommate walked in and was like, “What’s wrong?” It’s beautiful, 
right? This is winter turning to spring. Jesus enters into this world, into the dominion of darkness. It’s 
such a small picture but this is like being dropped into the middle of that concentration camp, in full 
body armor, with an AR, with your boys at your back, and you are going to liberate these starving, dying 
people. Right? Because now you have the power and the upper hand. This is Jesus coming into the world 
of sin, and death, and slavery, and He is setting it free—and it started in this little lakeside fishing village. 
He had compassion on that man, but it was much more than just that one man. He is proclaiming to the 
world, “Salvation has come. Deliverance has come. And nothing, nothing, not even the greatest satanic 
power on the Earth can stop it. You’ve got to get out, you’ve got to shut up, and you’ve got to go.” 

So, verse 38. 
 

“And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon's house. Now Simon's 
mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and they appealed to him on her behalf. 39 And 
he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and 
began to serve them.” 
 
Again, Jesus is fulfilling this. Not just satanic power but the effects of sin in this world—the curse 

of sin is death, disease, sickness, illness, physically, mentally, it is all the effects of the curse that our sin 
brought into the world—and Jesus is undoing it. He goes into the house of Simon’s mother-in-law who 
has a high fever, Luke says. Apparently, this was a really bad fever, and Jesus rebukes it. Some people 
here want to make a big deal out of rebuke. Is Jesus talking to a fever? Is there a demon behind the 
fever? Sometimes, in Scripture, it seems like a demon is behind a mental or physical illness, and 
sometimes it doesn’t. I don’t know. Adam Bradley pointed out to me earlier in the week that Jesus also 
stood up and rebuked the winds and the waves. What Jesus is doing is He is demonstrating His authority 
through His word. I think that this lady is just sick, but that’s an effect of sin, and Jesus has the authority 
to heal her, and He does. 

So, verse 40. This is crazy. This is the same day. Jesus starts preaching in the morning and then 
He goes to Peter’s house and hung out there and had a meal. He healed the mother-in-law and she got 
up and served Him. People hadn’t started coming yet because it was the Sabbath and you can’t travel 
too far. There were all these laws and additional traditions that people heaped up on the Sabbath. So, 
they were all just staying there, but as soon as the sun went down it was free game; they could move. 
Watch what happens. 

 
“Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with 

various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his hands on every one of them and 
healed them. 41 And demons also came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” 
But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he 
was the Christ. 

42 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the 
people sought him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, 43 but 
he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns 
as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” 44 And he was preaching in the synagogues of 
Judea.” 
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Again, it was a long day. It was either Matthew or Mark who was telling this story and it does 
seem like Jesus healed late into the night. He was healing people and casting out demons late into the 
night, then He took a little nap, and it says that He rises early to go be by himself, and Mark tells us that 
He went to pray. Jesus had spent all day pouring himself out, and teaching, and healing, and freeing 
people. Then He took a quick little rest but He has to be with His Father. He has to go spend time in 
prayer. Again, He’s not just our deliverer but He’s our example to follow. 

It’s humbling how busy I am and how crazy my day is when I don’t find time to get up and pray 
and spend time with the Lord. That’s not a legalistic thing that we talk about. That’s our life. That’s like 
saying, “You have to have oxygen to breathe. You are so legalistic—all your rules.” This is our life—to 
spend time with our Father, to seek to obey Him, and be filled with His Spirit. If you are a child of God, 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. But to surrender, to submit, and to submit to the Spirit so that you are 
filled with His thoughts and His power, so the Word of God is governing your life, that’s huge. How much 
more? If the Son of God, after a day of saving the universe and getting a quick nap, if it was imperative 
for Him to get up and spend time with His Father, how much more for me? Don’t bristle and don’t think 
of a hundred reasons why it’s okay. Stop and let the Word of God deal with you. Jesus rose early to 
spend time with His Father. If it was important for Him, how much more for me? 

When Matthew tells the story of Jesus healing people, he adds this in verse 17. Matthew is 
telling the same story and he tells this in 8:17, 

 
“This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: ‘He took our illnesses 

and bore our diseases.’” 
 
Jesus was fulfilling this prophecy in Isaiah 53 of the suffering servant. Jesus bore our sicknesses 

and our diseases. I think an important point is should we expect to see demons cast out? I am preparing 
this sermon and I’m wondering what would happen if someone stood up and was like, “Ha!” What 
would I do? How would I respond? In seriousness, should we expect for that to happen consistently? 
Every time somebody in our congregation gets sick, should we be surprised if there is not a physical 
healing? I think we miss the point. Should we pray for somebody’s physical healing? Absolutely we 
should. Should we expect it to happen? It’s not the exact same thing, but should a Jew who lived under 
King David’s reign have expected that every time he walked up to a body of water that was impeding his 
path expected it to split open and part? No, I don’t think so. That was a specific miracle in a specific time 
for a very specific purpose. I think there are things that we see happening, like when the Son of God 
came down on this planet, and Satan was throwing his forces at Him—satanic, demonic forces are on 
the move. There was a reason why, in Luke, we see a lot about Jesus casting out demons. And Jesus is 
compassionate. He cares when a kid is sick, and He cares when somebody is paralyzed, and He cares 
when somebody has cancer. He cares. He did then and He still does two-thousand years later. He still 
cares. But Jesus was healing those people not just for that moment. Jesus was casting out those demons 
not just for that moment. He was healing the person with leprosy not just for the next twenty years of 
his life; because all those people have been dead a long time. He was healing them as a picture of what 
was to ultimately come. The kingdom of God has come to this Earth and it is going to be like this, but 
forever, and for everyone. This was just the beginning and it wasn’t so much about that one person 
being healed as much as it was for us to understand that Jesus is undoing the curse and He’s undoing 
sin. The kingdom of God is here but when the kingdom of God comes at the end of the age, what is 
promised to us at the end of this life is a world, a New Heaven and a New Earth, where there is no 
sickness and there is no disease, whether mentally, or physically, those are gone. There is no more 
death and there is no more Satan and demons to torment, and attack, and oppress. Those things are 
gone but the kingdom of God has come in power. We are just seeing the scratching of the surface. 



Listen to what John Piper says about this in his little book called Fifty Reasons59. If you haven’t 
read it you can get it from the Desiring God website. It’s a .pdf and you can download it for free. It’s an 
incredible read about fifty reasons why Jesus came to die. Piper said this, 

 
“The way Christ defeated death and disease was by taking them on himself and carrying them  
with him to the grave. God’s judgment on the sin that brought disease was endured by Jesus 
when he suffered and died. The prophet Isaiah explained the death of Christ with these words: 
‘He was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 
chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). The 
horrible blows to the back of Jesus bought a world without disease. One day all disease will be 
banished from God’s redeemed creation. There will be a new earth. We will have new bodies. 
Death will be swallowed up by everlasting life (1 Corinthians 15:54; 2 Corinthians 5:4.) 
 
Jesus cares. Should we pray? Please don’t misunderstand me. Should we pray when somebody 

is sick and expect that God can heal them? Absolutely, we should, and believe that He can. When and if 
He doesn’t, our hope hasn’t changed. Nothing has changed, because that person who is temporarily 
suffering from the effects of sin—what’s the worst that it can do to them? For the believer who is 
suffering physical illness, what is the worst it can do to them? Kill them. But death has been undone. 
What started in Capernaum with the healing of Peter’s mother-in-law, is that Jesus took sickness, and 
disease, and death, and sin, and He bore them up under the holy wrath of God on the cross, and He 
absorbed all of Hell for us, and He died and rose again to undo the power of death. So, for us, sickness, 
illness, and death will ultimately usher us into the very presence of Jesus where those things exist no 
more. In fact, what it would seem like at times is that God allows illness, sickness, disease, and 
disabilities to draw us closer to the grace, and the mercy, and the hope that we have for eternal life. 

Maybe you feel that in different ways. Paul had some kind of ‘thorn.’ Do you remember Paul’s 
thorn? Paul had this thorn in his flesh but it was not a literal thorn. He says that he prayed for God to 
remove it from him60. Whatever this attack or ailment was, he asked for God to take it away, but what 
God told him was, “My strength is made perfect in your weakness and my grace is sufficient.” Whew! 
This is just me, but before I was saved and before God delivered me I was bound up in depression. That 
is where I lived and I sought a bunch of different ways to relieve it but that just poured it on more. Then, 
God saved me and delivered me. I didn’t stop smiling for years. I was just happy and joyful and I still am. 
But what has crept back in is that I battle depression. I don’t think that I have a demon of depression 
that teams up with the demon of male pattern baldness and says, “Let’s go get Rob,” and they gnaw on 
my head and my heart. I don’t think that’s happening. I’ve asked the Lord to take it away. Those weeks, 
and nights, and mornings are not fun. But if what it does is consistently teaches me that His strength is 
made perfect in my weakness, and His grace is sufficient, and if it keeps me from being so comfortable 
here that I lose sight of what our hope really is, and it drives me to rise early, and to open my Bible, and 
commune with my God, I’m cool with that. Because Revelation 21 is still going to happen. Revelation 
21:1-7, 

 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
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shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.’” 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 And he 
said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 7 The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.’” 
 
Lord	Jesus,	God,	thank	you	for	coming	to	deliver	us.	Thank	you	for	coming	to	save	us.	God,	

thank	you	for	entering	into	this	world,	into	our	slavery,	into	the	dominion	of	darkness.	God,	the	
difference	between	us	and	the	concentration	camps	is	that	we	didn’t	know	we	were	starving,	we	
didn’t	know	we	were	dying,	we	didn’t	know	that	we	were	diseased,	but	you	came	and	you	exposed	
the	truth	to	us.	You	rescued	us	and	you	saved	us	and	it	cost	you	your	life.	It	cost	you	suffering	and	
you	told	us	that	you	forgive	us.	You	give	us	your	grace	and	your	mercy	to	make	us	new	creations	
and	we	belong	to	you	and	we	are	set	free	to	become	who	you	created	us	to	be;	your	servants,	your	
sons,	your	daughters,	your	witnesses.	I	pray	that	you	would	use	our	church	not	just	to	reach	
unreached	people	groups—I	pray	that	we	would,	I	pray	that	we	would	see	the	light	shine	in	the	
darkest	of	places	and	that	it	would	be	so	bright	that	people	would	be	drawn	to	repentance	and	faith.	
I	pray	that	it	would	happen	here	at	home.	I	pray	that	it	would	happen	here	tonight	in	this	room	and	
that	you	would	rescue	people	and	set	them	free.	Lord,	we	love	you	and	we	need	you.	In	Christ’s	
name.	
 

One of the saddest things is the knowledge that in 1938 that 32 countries got together to talk61 
about what they were going to do about this primarily Jewish (but other nationalities and people groups 
as well) refugee problem that was happening because of the Germans growing in power and occupying 
other countries. But they didn’t do anything. It’s sad. It’s sad to think about the people who lived in 
those towns around those camps who just went about their lives as if that wasn’t happening. I think that 
it’s such a danger for us to just go about our lives as if we are not surrounded by people who if we could 
see their souls, and if we could see the condition of who they are going to be for all of eternity, we 
would be horrified. People in Hell would long for the concentration camps of Germany and Poland. We 
have the Gospel. I know that there are some things that our brothers and sisters in India need to learn 
from us and that we could instruct them in but I think we need to be reminded of the simple reality that 
Jesus has set us free and we have the privilege and the responsibility to share that truth and to offer 
deliverance to them at whatever cost to our comfort, to our family, to our bank account, or whatever. 
Whatever it is, to take the Gospel to deliver them from death, destruction, and slavery. You are going to 
be surrounded by people all week who need the Gospel. 

For me, it’s a temporary fix to look at pictures like that, because it helps me. I hope it helps you. 
But if we would pursue our God and live in submission to the Holy Spirit and have our thoughts and 
actions governed by the Word of God, we won’t be able to help it. We will share the Gospel with people. 
For some of you tonight, our prayer is that you would lay aside your addictions, lay aside your unbelief, 
and receive the Gospel of Jesus. Come talk to us. Please come talk to us. I would love to sit down and 
talk to you about Jesus, and how you can follow Him, and how you can be delivered. You don’t have to 
live in bondage and fear. You can be set free in Christ.  

Let me read this. I’m going to read from Revelation 7:9, 
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“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and 
crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshipped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.
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Luke 5 is a biblical introduction to the idea of discipleship, so let’s dive right in. Luke 5:1, 
 

“On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of 
God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret…“ 
 
So, discipleship begins with the proclamation of the Word of God. When we talk about 

discipleship or the making of disciples, we are talking about bringing people from death to life, so we are 
talking about conversion and accepting Jesus as the way, the truth, and the life, and the subsequent 
growth that should occur as a result of that. So, one of the things that we want to do as a church is make 
disciples. We want to make disciples within the walls of the church and then we want to see other 
people reached. But the goal of reaching people is to make disciples. When somebody puts their faith 
and their trust in Jesus we want to help them grow. We want to see people delivered from addiction. 
We want to see people delivered from abusive situations. We want to see people delivered from past 
sin that seems to kind of control them. So, discipleship is something that is lifelong but discipleship 
begins with the proclamation of the Word of God. Always, it always begins with the proclamation of the 
Word of God. 

So, Jesus comes into the world and one of the things that we see Jesus doing is preaching the 
Gospel, preaching the Gospel, proclaiming the Gospel, proclaiming the Gospel. So, we want to be a 
church that proclaims the Gospel. We want to send people out who go to these places and proclaim the 
Gospel and we want you to be members that go into this community and these surrounding 
communities and proclaim the Gospel. We want to plant churches in this region of the world and we 
want to see churches planted among the unreached, and the goal of planting those churches is to make 
disciples, because in the end Jesus said, “Go and make disciples and teach them all that I’ve commanded 
you.” Teach the commands of Scripture. So, discipleship begins with the proclamation of the Word of 
God and it continues with the proclamation of the Word of God. The making of disciples, the growing of 
converts into mature believers, comes about through the continued proclamation and explanation of 
the Word of God. So, central to a biblical church is going to be the teaching of the Bible, the teaching of 
the Scripture. 

So, Jesus is proclaiming the Word of God at this place called Gennesaret. He is standing by the 
lakeside. 

 
“He saw two boats by the lake, but the fishermen had gone out of them and 

were washing their nets.” 
 
This is a fishing area. The way these guys would fish is that they would have these big, heavy, 

bulky nets, and they would cast these nets. You have probably seen how they throw them out. The nets 
are weighted and strung so that they sink, and then they gather them up and trap fish in them, and they 
haul them in. It’s not fishing like what we do and it is also not fishing that typically happened in the 
daytime. They would typically fish at night for several reasons. One reason is that the fish would be 
toward the surface. 

I love to go out and night fish and sit on the edge of a dock, or pier, or on a boat. This isn’t like 
good ol’ boys drinking cold beer, chewing tobacco, with a lantern on the end of a skiff, catching crappie, 
or catfish, or whatever. That’s not what we are talking about. We are talking about vocational fishing 
where these guys were trying to make a living doing this. It was hard work and they would stay up all 



night doing it. It’s exhausting and physically demanding work. These guys would have been hard 
workers. So, they’d been up doing this all night and then one of the things they would have to do after 
they were done is clean their nets because fish don’t go into stinky nets. There is really cool biblical 
parallel right there if you want to talk about discipleship and being fishers of men—fish don’t go into 
stinky nets. So your life should line up with the Gospel, right? I don’t want to go too far with that word 
picture although I’ve heard pastors do that a lot. It is kind of a cool thought. 

So, these fishermen are there away from Jesus and they are cleaning their nets. Jesus is standing 
by the water and He is preaching, and a crowd, like always, is gathered around. 

 
“Getting into one of the boats, which was Simon's, he asked him to put out a 

little from the land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat.” 
 
So, He gets in the boat and moves just off shore. We know that water amplifies sound. We 

talked to the youth group on Wednesday night about how sound travels across water. If you are on one 
side of the lake you can hear people in just a normal voice speaking on the other side of the lake 
because of natural amplification. So, Jesus gets into the boat and they go a little off the shore and He sits 
down, which was the posture of a teacher, and He begins to teach. He was teaching the Word of God. 

 
“And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep 

and let down your nets for a catch.’” 
 
At this point, Jesus turns to Peter. Simon is Peter, called Simon Peter. Jesus turns to Peter and 

He gives him a specific command. Now, I want to stop just for a second and say this about discipleship. 
The first step of discipleship is listening. It’s important that we listen to God. Jesus spoke to Pilate at the 
time that Jesus was going to trial and one of the Gospels, in Luke 23, records the conversation when 
Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you a king?” Jesus says, “Yes, I’m a king but my kingdom is not of this world.” 
Pilate then asks Him, “Who is part of your kingdom?” and Jesus says, “Everyone who listens to truth 
listens to me. Everyone who is listening to truth or searching for truth is actually searching for me.” In 
John 14:6, Jesus says, “I’m the way, the truth, and the life, and no one comes to the Father but by me.” 
So, here’s the good news of that. If someone is genuinely seeking truth, they will find Jesus. They will. If 
they are genuinely seeking truth they will find Jesus. 

A classic contemporary story that close, and near, and dear to our church is Brodie Ellis’s 
testimony about a man who is among thirteen or fourteen believers in this place in India. Some years 
ago, he heard about Jesus, became very inquisitive, and spent several years searching out information 
about Jesus. Nobody could give a good, grounded, Gospel presentation and he just kept searching. So, 
he decided to go to Israel because that is where Jesus was born. He expected that those people would 
know about Him so he planned to go there. This guy went to the passport office and met one of the 
newer believers among the people group there and the man shared the Gospel with him and he decided 
he wanted to be a Christian. He’s a Christian because he was seeking truth. 

Now, here’s the difference in seeking truth and not seeking truth. Oftentimes, you will talk to 
someone and they will say, “I’m just seeking answers. I’m just seeking truth. I’m trying to figure out the 
problem of evil,” or “I’m trying to determine what I believe about God,” or “I’m trying to figure out my 
worldview.” Then, when you present them with the truth of the Gospel and they then reject it, you 
realize that they are not seeking truth at all. They are seeking something that will satisfy their fleshly 
desires. Make sense? People who are genuinely seeking truth, when they come into contact with Jesus 
they are going to receive Jesus. 

This takes all of the pressure off of evangelism. We go to people knowing that if they are truth 
seekers God will prepare the way and He will open their hearts. They are looking, and searching, and 



trying to find truth, and we are proclaiming truth, and the Spirit of God prepares the way, and people 
receive the Gospel. We have now spiritually, physically, and literally seen this play out. 

So, Jesus says, “Everyone who is looking and searching for truth will listen to me.” Maybe you 
are here tonight—there are always visitors here and we are a young, new church, but there are a lot of 
people who come and go—but maybe you are here tonight and you are like, “I’m just here to check this 
thing out. This Christianity thing is new to me.” Listen, if this resonates with you—Jesus is the way, the 
truth, and the life. No one gets to the Father except through Him. There is no salvation anywhere under 
Heaven, among men, except through the name of Jesus Christ, but all who call on the name of the Lord 
Jesus will be saved. That’s truth and if you latch onto it you will be saved. What you are is a truth seeker 
and Jesus will make a way for you to know Him and have a relationship with Him. 

The first step of discipleship is listening, so you have people gathered around Jesus and you 
could kind of say, in one sense, that these people are disciples because they are listening to Jesus. But 
now He gets personal. Let me tell you something—real Christianity always gets personal. It’s never this 
glossed-over, distant thing. Jesus is always going to get personal with you. He’s always going to push 
buttons in your life. He’s always going to expose sin in our lives and He’s always going to get real with 
us. 

So, Jesus turns and He looks to Simon. Now, I grew up in the mill town of Canton, North 
Carolina. Blue Ridge Paper Mill, that used to be called Champion, runs three shifts around the clock. The 
third shift was eleven to seven and they call that the graveyard shift for good reason. Those guys are like 
vampires, you know? I always remember that there were several men in church that we would get so 
tickled at because as soon as they sat down they’d start doing the sermon nod. Their heads would bob, 
because if you stay up all night it’s very difficult to adjust to daytime hours. We have people here tonight 
who recently went to Dubai and to India and they are still wrestling with the effects of jetlag, which is a 
real thing, and you know it if you’ve ever traveled to the other side of the world.  

So, this is just me thinking, but I think that Peter has got to be so sleepy. Imagine that you’ve 
been up all night, bent over the boat, hauling these nets in, and now the sun has come up and you’ve 
just sat and listened through a long sermon. Jesus was not short winded. We know that there were 
times when He would preach all day. Peter has to be so tired and I wonder if he fell asleep or nodded 
off. 

Now, we see Jesus at this point being very practical. There are several observations that we are 
going to see about Jesus in this story and one is that He is practical. A lot of secular religions are full of 
very impractical things where you wonder why they do that. Why do the Buddhists spin those little 
wheels? Why do they hang flags in the wind? It’s totally impractical. Why do Muslims try to journey to 
Mecca? That seems largely impractical. Why do they have to point a certain way at a certain time? 

I was in a gas station truck stop as I was coming back from a recent preaching trip. I went in and 
I couldn’t see anyone behind the counter until I realized that there was a man back there praying. He 
was on his prayer mat, turned towards Mecca, facing the east, and he was praying. I thought that was 
extremely impractical. This man is running a truck stop business on I-75, but right now, if he is going to 
honor his god, then he has to stop and kneel down, and he was back there praying. The line was stacking 
up. A lot of times, manmade religion is completely impractical. 

One of the things that I love about Christianity is that it is extremely practical. We talk to God 
and have communion and fellowship with the Lord. God opens doors for us to do things and we want to 
be strategic and practical in the way that we minister to people. So, Jesus is like, “Let’s go out here in the 
boat and that way people can hear what I’m saying.” That’s just practicality. But now, Jesus is going to 
get really impractical. Because sometimes Jesus will step out of what’s practical and challenge 
conventional thought about something. Most of us, at some point in our lives, have been challenged to 
do something that was not comfortable at all. So, Jesus turns to Simon Peter, who is probably sleepy, 
and He says, 



 
“’Put out into the deep and let down your nets for a catch.’ 5 And Simon 

answered, ‘Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word I will let down 
the nets.’” 
 
What we have here is Simon Peter answering Jesus in obedience. Now, Simon is a professional 

fisherman and Jesus is a professional builder. This is a really big deal that Simon would respond this way. 
He voices some question and doubt but he’s like, “This isn’t about me; this is about you so I’m going to 
obey you.” We see the next two acts of discipleship. The first step of discipleship is listening and the 
second one is accepting what Jesus says and receiving it, and the third one is acting on it. So, we listen, 
and for us we listen in a number of ways. Primarily, we listen through the reading of the Word of God. 
We listen through prayer and meditation on Scripture. We might listen through reading a book. We 
listen to a sermon or we podcast some preachers we really like. Another way we listen is hearing the 
testimonies of others and having fellowship with other believers. So, we listen, then we receive and 
accept truth, then we respond. There is always a response. What you will see is that the pattern of 
discipleship is always “Come and see. Go and tell.” Jesus will say, “Come and see. Come and listen. Come 
and receive.” We receive and accept it and then we go and tell. 

Many of us grew up in church situations where you are told to believe something and then you 
are told to act on it, and it doesn’t really matter if you accept it or not. Does that resonate with some of 
you? It’s like, “Do this.” “Why?” “It doesn’t matter. Do it because I said so.” But Jesus is very practical in 
His approach to Christianity. He says, “Here’s the truth,” then He enables us and empowers us to receive 
it, we accept it, and then we act in gratitude and obedience to the Lord. That’s the pattern of 
discipleship. But you can’t walk into somebody’s life and say, “Do this. Do this. Do this,” and then expect 
them to act on it in obedience and for that to work. That’s not relational discipleship. That middle 
ground has to happen where we accept the Word of God. 

So, Jesus will speak, Peter will accept, and then he will respond in obedience. Here’s what 
happens. This is one of those moments this week where the lightbulb went on. Some of you have 
already heard this because I’ve been excited about it all week. That is how conversion happens. You 
become a Christian by hearing the Gospel, receiving the Gospel, and acting in obedience to the Gospel. 
That then becomes the pattern for the rest of your life with Jesus. The pattern of conversion is also the 
pattern of discipleship. A true believer who is following Christ is going to listen to the Lord daily, 
listening to the truth of God’s Word through the Holy Spirit and what He is teaching and communicating 
to us. We are then going to receive it and submit to it by taking it in and surrendering to it. And then we 
are going to act in obedience to it. That becomes the pattern of the believer’s life. 

If you’re a Christian for one hour you have already done this. If you’ve been a Christian for 
seventy-five years, you’ve been doing it for seventy-five years, over, and over, and over. It is a pattern of 
hearing form the Lord, accepting His Word as truth, and then responding. This is why we have to believe 
so wholly in the authority and sufficiency of Scripture. We believe that the Word of God does not return 
void. So we read it, we believe it, we accept it, we receive it, and we obey it. This is another reason why 
oftentimes at Red Oak people will ask why we don’t give big, long, hard invitations. We do give 
invitations. At the end of a service we will say, “If you don’t have a relationship with Jesus and you 
would like to come talk to us we want to talk to you,” but we believe that the Word of God is sufficient. 
We believe that if it is handled biblically, proclaimed truthfully, exposited with exegesis and 
hermeneutics—these are big Bible words that mean to study it the right way, understand what it says, 
get the content, and the intent, and then deliver it in a sermon—if we do that, when it falls on the ears 
of people, that those who are seeking truth are going to respond to it. I don’t know about you but when 
I met Jesus the gates of Hell would not have stopped me from responding. I was running like a prodigal 
straight into the arms of Jesus. For a lot of us that’s our story. 



So, the Word of God is sufficient. We believe that when people hear the Word of God, and they 
hear the Gospel, that those who are seeking truth, and maybe sometimes those who are not even 
seeking truth—it’s like Paul on the Damascus Road. He was seeking murderous activity and the Lord met 
him and saved him. This becomes the cycle; hear and listen, accept and receive, and then act in 
obedience. That becomes the cycle for a believer over the course of his life. 

Simon was like, “Are you kidding me? We just fished all night and now it’s hot and our nets are 
clean. I’m really sleepy. Are you doing this because you saw me nodding off and I’m busted?” Jesus says, 
“Just do it. Trust me.” This is very practical. Listen. This is Jesus telling Peter that his whole life will be 
submitted to Jesus. See, we tend to hang on to parts of our lives. We will commit for the sake of 
salvation but we often want to hang onto certain relationships, or physical assets, or pursuits. Peter is 
learning what it looks like to give everything to Jesus. What Jesus is going to do is He’s going to press 
into your life and it’s not enough for you to say, “I’ll give you my soul, and be saved, and go to Heaven 
one day.” Jesus is not going to stop there. He wants all of you. He wants lordship in your life. He wants 
total submission of your life. He wants submission of your marriage and your singleness. He wants 
submission of your parenting, or your childhood, or your adolescent years. He wants submission of your 
alcoholic addiction. He wants submission of your struggle with pornography. He wants submission of 
your anger toward your boss. He wants submission of the conflict that’s in your marriage. He wants all 
of us. This is hard for us. He wants us to give Him everything. He doesn’t want us to say, “I’m tired of my 
wife,” or “I’m sick of my husband,” or “I don’t know what to do anymore. We’re just going to struggle, 
and get by, and make it work.” No, He wants you to submit all of that to Him and act in obedience. So, 
He’s pushing Peter right here. He’s like, “Give me your business.” So, Peter is listening, and receiving, 
and responding, and doing what he’s supposed to do. 

Then, we get to verse 6. This is kind of a comical scene here and I like it. 
 

“And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their 
nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help 
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.” 
 
Have you ever had that happen where the Lord just pours out a physical blessing on you? It’s 

awesome. You thought you were going to get $500 on your tax return and it ends up being a lot more, 
and you’re like, “Where did this come from?” Well, it came from Jesus. Don’t think it was from Trump or 
Obama—that was from Jesus. There are these moments in our lives where the Lord is going to take us 
through financial strain, and struggle, and hardship, and difficulties. The “prosperity Gospel” is not the 
Gospel. It’s demonic. Jesus doesn’t promise us riches or wealth. He promises us that life is going to be 
hard but there are going to be times when He just heaps blessing on us. When that happens you should 
soak it up. We should enjoy it, and rejoice, and respond in worship, which is what Peter does.  

Peter is like, “Hey, guys, you’ve got to come help us. We can’t even get all these fish in our 
boat.” Then, his buddies, probably James and John, the sons of Zebedee, because they show up in the 
story in just a second, bring their boat over there and they load two boats full of fish. The picture is that 
the boats are almost sinking. They are literally down at the water and the water is about to come over 
the edge of the boat. These guys are blown away by it. We’ve seen the practicality of Jesus and I like this 
scene because you see the generosity of Jesus. Jesus is very generous. He’s very generous to His 
followers and His believers. He’s going to give us what we need and He’s going to give it in His timing 
when we need it. Then, watch this; Peter comes to the realization in verse 8 that we all have to come to. 
This is very theologically important. 

 



“But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from 
me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.’ 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at 
the catch of fish that they had taken.” 
 
Peter falls on his face and on his knees before the Lord and worships Him as God. You know 

when else you see that happen? With Abraham, Moses, and Joshua before they attack Jericho. In the 
Old Testament, when people would come into an encounter with God they would fall on their faces. 
What Peter is doing is he is recognizing Jesus as God. It’s a critical component to becoming a believer—
recognizing that Jesus is God. He is literally God in the flesh. He is God come to save us. This is cool 
because it’s a declaration of the majesty of Jesus. 

One of the things that we should do in our lives and that all of us should probably do more of is 
to declare the majesty of Jesus. Worship Him. Give Him glory and praise because that’s going to be the 
most fulfilling way for us to worship Him. 

Now, it’s gotten very personal with Peter. So, verse 10, 
 

“So also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. 
And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.’” 
 
Jesus called Peter to catch men but not in the same way that he caught fish. You’ve probably 

heard this before but the original language means to catch men alive or to catch men for life. It’s the 
idea of catching them into salvation so it’s contrary to the way that fish are caught. It’s a reference to 
making disciples because we know that this is what Jesus is going to command us to do—to make 
disciples. This is what it looks like to follow Jesus. There is no passivity in following Jesus. There’s no 
marginal approach to the Christian life. They are willing to leave all they knew and all they had to follow 
Jesus. 

Now, in verse 11, it says, 
 

“And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and 
followed him.” 
 
Spencer said something earlier. He said that if you’re a Christian you can teach and train other 

Christians. This is the pattern of discipleship—as you are growing in your faith you are investing in the 
faith of other people. So, if we would become a church that is highly relational—if you would love 
people at your work, love people in your community and neighborhood, reach out to people and bring 
people into your home and show hospitality, and see the responsibility that we’ve all been given to 
make disciples of men, to catch people alive, and bring them into the body of Christ. Because what Peter 
does is he abandons everything. He literally walks away from everything that he has in life. He walks 
away from it. And the call of Jesus on our lives to be disciples is a call to walk away from everything. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, in The Cost of Discipleship, which many of you have read, 
 
“When Jesus calls a man, He bids him come and die.” 
 
Walk away from everything we’ve ever known. Jesus is going to use these men to fulfil prophecy 

of bringing salvation literally to the world. He said to Abraham, “Through you all the nations of the world 
will be blessed.” That blessing is going to come through the line of David, to Jesus, through the process 
and the power of disciple-making, that will then jump over into other people groups and cultures, so 
that Gentiles and Jews alike will hear the Gospel and respond. 



So, you have this practical approach of Jesus to preaching, and proclaiming, and teaching. You 
have this amazing generosity of Jesus and the declaration of His majesty, and the authority of Jesus to 
save people is totally undeniable. Ultimately, what you have is this profound call to missions. We are all 
called to this. We are all called to mission. One of the things that Jesus is probably not going to do—
some of you got really nervous when Spencer was saying, “Let’s go to Africa.” Some of you were like, “I 
hope it’s not me.” You know what—if you are not sharing your faith at work then it’s not you. If you are 
not sharing your faith with your lost neighbors then it’s not you. Jesus is not going to get you to go to 
Africa and do nothing when you are doing nothing here, right? If I’m not doing anything here, Jesus isn’t 
going to say, “Hey, you’re so good at doing nothing, I want you to go to a third world and do it. Those 
people need an example of nothingness.” He’s not going to do that. But when we get active and we get 
on mission, and we start proclaiming the Gospel…. What you have is this cycle with Peter where he is 
listening. So, if we are daily listening to the Lord, and we are accepting His Word, and we are responding 
in obedience, and we’re worshipping and recognizing His majesty… Because Peter says, “My Lord and 
my God,” and then he gets on his face before God. Then, Jesus says, “Go…make disciples,” and Peter 
says, “I’m out of here. You can have the fish, you can have the boat,” and he leaves everything right 
there. He left his whole livelihood. I don’t know what happened to those fish but hopefully somebody 
ate them. Peter is out of there and following Jesus because He has the words of life. Peter would later 
ask Jesus, “Who will I go to? You alone have the words of life.” 

So, we’re listening, we’re accepting, we are declaring, and worshipping His majesty, and then we 
are acting in obedience by taking the Gospel to the nations. We want to do that as a church and we 
want to do that as individuals in a church. If you are here tonight and you don’t know the Lord, we invite 
you to come to Jesus. We invite you to do what Peter did and to fall on your knees before the Lord and 
declare Him as Lord, and receive what Christ has for you through the confession of your sin, and your 
repentance, and your recognition that you can’t save yourself. God will do for you what He did for Peter 
and what He’s done for a lot of us in this church. He will save you from sin and He will put you on 
mission so that you become part of the world’s solution, not part of the problem of evil. That’s a 
powerful, powerful thing when that happens. 

So, I’m going to pray and we are going to worship the Lord because of His goodness in our lives. 
God,	I	thank	you	for	the	Word	and	I	thank	you	for	the	Gospel	of	Jesus.	I	thank	you	for	the	

message	of	hope	that	we’ve	seen	tonight,	because	that’s	what	it	is—it’s	a	message	of	hope	when	you	
take	lost	people	who	were	dead	in	their	sin	and	you	bring	them	from	death	to	life.	That’s	hope.	
There	is	hope	in	that	and	we	can	rejoice	in	that	hope.	So,	thank	you	for	this	story	that	teaches	us,	
that	helps	us,	that	shows	us,	and	I	pray	that	we	would	respond	to	it.	I	pray	that	in	these	last	couple	
of	songs,	as	we	close	out	our	time	in	worship,	that	we	would	honor	you	by	singing	songs	of	praise	to	
you.	Please	empty	us	of	ourselves	as	you	are	pressing	your	Word	into	our	hearts	and	our	minds.	
Press	the	worldly	desires	and	distractions	out	of	our	hearts	and	our	minds	and	use	your	Word	right	
now	to	penetrate	into	our	consciences,	and	help	us	to	worship	you	in	all	your	majesty.	

I	pray	that	we	would	give	you	our	lives.	I	pray	for	athletes	in	the	room	that	they	would	give	
you	their	sports	and	their	athletic	ability.	I	pray	for	musicians	in	the	room	that	they	would	give	you	
their	musical	talents.	I	pray	for	artists	in	the	room	that	they	would	give	you	their	ability.	I	pray	for	
those	who	are	gifted	in	construction	and	mechanics	and	working	with	their	hands	that	they	would	
give	you	those	tools	and	gifts	that	you	have	given	them.	I	pray	for	those	of	us	who	are	called	to	
teach	and	proclaim	vocationally	that	we	would	give	you	every	part	of	our	lives,	specifically	that	of	
teaching	the	Word	of	God.	I	pray	that	all	of	us	would	be	on	mission,	as	husbands	and	wives,	and	
sons	and	daughters,	and	friends	and	neighbors,	that	we	would	recognize	the	majesty	of	Christ	
through	personal	relationships.	And	God,	I	pray	for	somebody	here	tonight	who	doesn’t	know	you,	
that	you	would	call	them	out	of	darkness	and	into	light,	and	that	you	would	save	them	by	the	power	
of	the	Gospel.	We	worship	you	now	because	you	are	worthy.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.





February 19, 2017 
Luke 5:12-26 
Spencer Davis 
 

Hello everybody. I hope you guys are doing well this “frigid” February day. It’s been a rough 
week with all these seventy-five degree temperatures. That’s tough. 

I’m excited to get into these stories in Luke 5. If you have a Bible turn to Luke 5:12. Tonight, we 
are going to do our best to cover two stories in one night. Remember that last week we talked about 
Jesus going into Simon’s boat and the great miracle. Remember, Simon and the other guys were done 
fishing. They had fished all night, they had washed their nets, and they were ready to hang it up, when 
Jesus says—it seems like it’s by chance--, “Simon, can I go out in your boat?” But Jesus was targeting 
Simon and He said, “Let me preach a sermon in your boat.” Simon has to sit there after all night fishing, 
and all the time cleaning his nets, and Jesus preached a long sermon, and Simon is probably nodding off. 
After that, Jesus asks to go out at the worst time of day to the worst place and catch fish. Simon does 
and Jesus causes nets that were designed to hold fish to break, and boats that were designed to haul 
fish to sink. He showed His great power. And at the end of that story, Simon didn’t say, “This is 
awesome! We are going to make so much money! Imagine if we could do this every day, six days a 
week! If we could do this every day and bring in this many fish for weeks, we would be so rich.” He 
doesn’t do that. He said, “Jesus, depart from me for I am sinful. I see that you are God and I am not.” 
And Simon leaves. Like Brody said, what did he do with all those fish? What did he do with all those fish? 
He leaves everything and just follows Jesus. 

So, Luke here is listing three stories right in a row that show God’s power, God’s compassion, 
and God’s deity—His God-ness. They show Jesus’ compassion, His power, and His deity. So, I want to 
jump right into the first story. In Luke 5:12, 

 
“While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he 

saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, ‘Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.’” 
 
It’s easy to read stories in the Gospels and think they are disconnected or get this sense that 

Jesus just kind of floated around for a couple of months’ worth of ministry, just healing somebody over 
here and doing something nice for somebody over there. He was just so nice and He healed a lot of 
people. That’s just a good thing to do. But Jesus really is healing real people who are hurting, and what’s 
more is that He is preaching a sermon with every healing. He’s telling something about who He is and 
what He came to do. 

So, before we get into this story we need to have a little bit of a nerdy setup. Because people in 
that day would be really familiar with leprosy but we are not. So, we know that Luke is a doctor and 
when he describes leprosy in a way that other Gospel writers don’t, he says that this man was “full” of 
leprosy. When you look in the Scriptures, leprosy is mentioned a lot, but there are a lot of different 
versions of leprosy. The Bible says ‘leprosy’ as a blanket term that covers a lot of things. It’s a lot of 
different skin diseases, even things that sound more like psoriasis, all the way to leprosy meaning mold, 
in that you can get leprosy of a garment or leprosy of the wall of your house. So, it’s used to describe a 
lot of different things. 

But leprosy proper is what’s called Hansen’s Disease and it’s a bacterial infection. So, the people 
would know about leprosy. It attacked the skin and the nerves and it would often result in a loss of pain 
sensation. That sounds superhero-ish but in reality it’s terrible. Imagine if you got into a bee’s nest but 
had no clue that bees were stinging you. Imagine if you had your foot in a fire and you had no clue. 
Imagine if you had an infection that you couldn’t see and you couldn’t feel it either. It would just eat 
away, and eat away, and eat away. What would happen is that these people would have an infection 



and lose sensation and they would start getting injured and get additional infection on top of that. If 
they were full of leprosy and had full-on Hansen’s Disease you would start to see their extremities fall 
off or rot off. It’s kind of like they were walking corpses. Their noses would start to fall off or their hands 
would start to curl up and rot off. Everything would stink and it was just a terrible disease. Injuries and 
infections would go unnoticed and extremities would fall off and be lost. 

Leprosy was contagious. This is a big deal. It was spread by contact—not sexual contact but just 
normal contact. Leprosy was contagious by normal contact, the same way that you would catch a cold, 
but it took a long time. It was a terrible disease but there was also this huge social stigma that 
surrounded it. They isolated people left and right even though it wasn’t highly contagious. 

We still use it as a cut down or a word picture, like, “We treated him like he had leprosy.” Why 
all the stigma and why all the isolation if it wasn’t that contagious? Leviticus 13 is the chapter that really 
deals with leprosy and those who were suspected to have leprosy. There are all of these inspections and 
re-inspections if the disease progressed. They’d have to come back and see the priest in a week, and 
then another week, and if the disease progressed all the way to full leprosy the leper was to be 
restricted to an area away from others. He was supposed to dress in torn clothes, like a mourner, and 
whenever he went close to other people he was supposed to cover his upper lip and yell, “Unclean! 
Unclean!” What a terrible life, not only to have the injuries, and not only to have the infection that you 
have, but to be totally isolated from your family and to be in a community where all you see is death 
around you. The diagnosis had to be like a death sentence. You had to feel so helpless because at the 
time there was no cure. There was no treatment for it and it was thought to be so contagious at the 
time that it was like, “Keep him out! Keep him out!” These people were restricted to areas away from 
other people.  

So, why was there a stigma and all the seriousness around leprosy? I think there are four 
considerations. Again, this is the nerdy stuff that is setting up a mindset for when these people saw a 
leper what they might think. The first consideration is medical. Leprosy was a contagious disease. It did 
not have a cure. So, isolation and putting these guys away in their own place was a medical 
consideration. Because the goal was health and healing and that these guys would get better. 

The second consideration and the reason I think that leprosy was such a big deal was because of 
paranoia. There was a study that a French physician did on the Caribbean island of Guadalupe. He went 
there and found that several of them had leprosy but they didn’t have any procedures in place for 
isolating these people so the whole culture started unraveling because everyone was so paranoid. 
Leprosy takes so long to present and it is such a serious thing, and in their minds it is instantly 
contagious even though it’s not, that everyone in the whole culture started staying inside and isolating 
themselves. People started getting violent. If a person had a cough or a common cold other people 
would get violent against them. So there was a paranoia wondering who had it and who didn’t. 
Eventually, this physician looked to the Bible and started putting people in leper colonies just so the 
paranoia would stop. 

So, you have the medical consideration and the paranoia factor, and I think another reason the 
Bible says to put these people in a restricted area is a consideration for them to be separate. Now, there 
were laws against unclean things in the Bible and some of them are confusing. They really are. But a lot 
of these laws against unclean things were to separate God’s people from the nations around them. By 
the things they wore, by the way they cut their hair, and by the things they ate or abstained from. There 
were laws about purity. These were so that the people stayed pure and separated them from other 
nations. There were restrictions on touching dead things. There were restrictions on touching or eating 
blood. Don’t touch those. These were partially symbolic and partially health related. Like the blood 
restrictions, leprosy was both medical and spiritual because in the Bible leprosy was often seen as a 
symbol for sin. Some people in the Bible were actually struck with leprosy as a judgment from God. So, 



not only was there an unclean factor but there was a case of some people being struck with leprosy by 
God. It was hated, considered unclean, and it was considered a judgment by God. 

Then on top of all of these things—the medical consideration, the paranoia, this possibility of 
judgment by God, and a command to be separate from unclean things, and to be pure—there was also 
this perversion that would take leprosy to the max, where the religious people would add on laws and 
take this isolation to the extreme. People were not even allowed to greet a leper. If you saw a leper far 
away you could not say “hello” to him. If a leper’s shadow crossed you, you were considered to have 
leprosy. If a leper stuck his head into a building that building was then unclean. You had to stay 150 feet 
away from a leper if you were downwind. It’s crazy. These were just such perversions. Leprosy didn’t 
have a cure so isolation was a practice to keep the disease to a minimum. However, the people had 
taken this medical, though somewhat symbolic, isolation to a dark degree and the perversions of it were 
really cruel to people who were hurting and who didn’t ask for this disease. 

So, think about it. It is important to understand what people’s mindsets were when a leper 
came into the middle of healthy people. It is important to understand what they might think. They might 
think, “Oh, shoot! This guy is contagious and we are all going to die. If he gets close to me, I’m going to 
die!” The second thing is that they were so paranoid that they’d think, “He’s so contagious that we are 
all going to catch leprosy now. We can’t tell who is sick and who is well so there goes the town!” The 
third thing they might be thinking is, “He’s ceremonially unclean! He is unholy!” The fourth thing they 
might think is, “He is judged of God. He’s like that because he is a terrible sinner. God is going to kill our 
whole town.” They would hate him. They would think that if they hung around him that they would be 
unclean, that they would be judged by God, and that they were going to be isolated. They would think 
that a leper shouldn’t think about coming around them. That is the setup to this story. Everybody is so 
freaked out that they might catch leprosy, they might be unclean, they might be judged by God, and 
isolated from their families. 

Now, we join the story in Luke 5. Look what happens in verse 12. 
 

“While he (Jesus) was in one of the cities….” 
 
Which city? I don’t know but it doesn’t sound like a leper colony. 
 

“While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy.” 
 
“Full of leprosy.” If you look, you think, “Isn’t this guy supposed to be isolated? Why in the world 

is he in the city with these healthy people?” I thought through it and I looked to see what different 
commentators had to say. Some of the commentators were saying that maybe Jesus was so far from 
Jerusalem at this point that people were more slack on the rules. I don’t think so. I think that probably 
this guy was isolated somewhere and he heard that Jesus was headed to this town and he made a run 
for it. He’s like, “You know what? I’m a dead man anyway so let’s do this!” He made a run for the town 
where Jesus was. That’s what I think. In their minds, lepers felt this was a judgment from God and that 
leprosy was certain death. When you see this scene, I picture that this guy has no hope anywhere else 
and he’s a dead man anyway so he decides to run to the healer. “He’s healed people. I’m going to run to 
the healer.” I don’t know but I like imagining the scene that way. Use your imagination. 

Think of the scene. It says, “While he was in one of the cities.” We know that at this time that 
there was beginning to be a pretty big crowd that followed Jesus around. There was a crowd of people 
around Jesus so picture the scene. So, this leper comes up. I don’t know if he’s doing what he should and 
he is saying, “Unclean! Unclean!,” or if he is just running. But you picture a man who has open sores all 
over his body and whose hands are drawn in. Maybe his nose is missing or maybe his lips are missing. 
His hair is down and he is in torn clothes as he is supposed to be. He is coming through and I imagine the 



people just fleeing. You think, “How did this guy get to Jesus so quickly?” Everyone thinks that if you get 
within a hundred feet of this guy that you’re going to die. You could catch it through the wind. So the 
crowd just splits. I imagine all the folks on the downwind side of him are running way away. Then, look 
at what he does. 

I think he’s running to Jesus. He knows, “I’m a dead man anyway,” and somehow he heard 
about Jesus and His power to heal, and he believes. Look what happens next. 

 
“There came a man full of leprosy.” 

 
He’s a dead man walking. He’s full of leprosy. 
 

“And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, ‘Lord, if you will, 
you can make me clean.’” 
 
It’s a total posture of submission. It’s a total recognition of God’s divinity and a total recognition 

of God’s power. He didn’t know if Jesus would heal him but he knew that He could. Right? He says, “If 
you will, you can.” That’s a good posture to be in. 

Pause for a minute. There is false teaching out there that says, “You know what? If you believe 
enough, whatever you say comes to pass.” This is called the Word of Faith movement, where they say 
that if you have enough faith, and you speak that word of faith, whatever you speak will be. There is a 
man who is a leader in that movement whose name is Kenneth Copeland and he says this, “When we 
use the spiritual laws that God has set up, God must obey what we request.” That is false teaching. 
That’s false teaching—that if we have enough faith we can force God’s hand. We recognize, like the 
leper, “If you will, you can.” The leper gets it right; Jesus can heal him but will He? 

So, picture the scene. The crowd has spread out and the leper, who has no other place to go and 
no other hope, is laying on his face before the Lord. The tense of the word when it says that he begged 
Jesus suggests that he repeats it over, and over, and over. “Jesus, if you will you can make me clean. If 
you will you can make me clean.” The leper’s voice would be really hoarse as his throat was eaten away 
by disease. “If you will you can make me clean,” he would say in a raspy, repetitive recognition of God’s 
sovereignty to save. It’s a snapshot. Take a Polaroid in your mind of the man on his face and the crowd 
parted away because this man was too unclean to touch, too unclean to smell, too unclean to associate 
with, too unclean to greet. It’s a snapshot of repentance, so pause and see this man full of sickness, 
eaten away by certain, slow death, marginalized, outcast, separated, unlovable, unlovely, unclean, and 
totally hopeless to save himself. He’s beyond doctors, beyond medicine, and beyond earthly hope, and 
he’s throwing himself at the feet of Jesus in faith, “If you will, you can.” 

If there is ever an opportunity to read ourselves into a story in the Scripture, this is it. We don’t 
read ourselves in as the hero. Doug Wilson says, “All we bring to salvation is a corpse.” That’s it. This is 
us—totally helpless, beyond all earthly hope, at the feet of Jesus, saying, “If you will, you can.” You can 
what? “If you will, you can make me clean.” Why does he say, “clean”? Does he mean healed or does he 
mean ceremonially clean? Yep. He means both. “If you will, you can make me right. You can make me 
clean. You can make me healed. You can make me good.” 

Look what happens next. The crowd is standing back and this man is laying on his face, saying, 
“Lord, if you will, you can.” Imagine the tension in the crowd right now. Because those who believe that 
Jesus is God probably believe, “Here it comes! You don’t realize it, man, but you are being judged by 
Him! You are being judged by Him!” The other people are going, “You don’t realize that you are unclean 
and He is going to send you away! This isn’t proper. This isn’t right.” Everyone is sucking in their breath 
and it’s such a tense scene to see what Jesus is going to do. I imagine that everyone got quiet. Then, 
Luke slows the story down. Look at the wording that he says in verse 13, 



 
“And…Jesus….stretched…out…His…hand…” 

 
You can feel the tension. Thank you, Luke. You can feel the tension in this scene. 
 

“And…Jesus….stretched…out…His…hand…” 
 
I can see the whole crowd going, “Ohhhh….no, no, no, no, no…oh, my, no, no…” I’m just 

picturing that Jesus stretched out His hand and He touched him. He’s not a hundred feet downwind. 
He’s not worried about shadows. He’s doing more than greeting him. Jesus lays His hand on this man. 
He touches him. He doesn’t have to touch him but He does, and He says, 

 
“I will.” 

 
AKA, “I want to.” It’s good. I can imagine that there had to be, “I can’t believe He just did that,” 

or “Doesn’t He know that guy’s a leper?” or “Well, Jesus has leprosy now.” There had to be a lot of that 
going around the crowd, like, “I’m not going to follow that guy around anymore.” 

Here’s the thing. Usually, when something pure touches something dirty that pure thing is now 
dirty. That’s the way nature works. If filth drops into pure water, the filth doesn’t become pure but the 
water becomes filth. That’s nature. That’s natural. That’s how it works. But this is not nature. This is not 
natural. Jesus is showing that He is not natural. He is the source of purity and when He touches filth it’s 
filth that becomes clean. He doesn’t get filthy; He makes filth pure. The natural order is reversed in a 
second here. God interrupts, overpowers, and heals. The moment has to be electric. Everyone has to be 
thinking, “You are going to get dirty by touching Him,” but they didn’t know that He’s the source of 
purity. He doesn’t get filthy; He makes the filthy clean. It happens instantly when He says, “I will. Be 
clean.” Imagine the moment when the man is laying on the ground on his face. I’m imagining his injured 
face in the dirt and he’s saying over and over, “If you want to, you can. If you want to, you can.” Then, 
there’s this moment when he’s just waiting on the verdict and thinking, “Well, either my life is going to 
be totally fixed or I will die.” 

Amy and I are watching a documentary series on OJ Simpson. It is fascinating. The whole trial is 
just like a circus. We stayed up until 2:00 in the morning last night, watching this stupid thing, and I was 
like, “No more…no more…okay, one more.” It was the final scene of the verdict and even though you 
know what’s going to happen, they go to give the verdict to this guy and it’s like the clerk has the 
envelope and gives it to the bailiff, who gives it to the leader of the jury, who looks at it and says it’s 
okay, who gives it to the judge who looks at it and says it’s okay, who gives it back, and it’s this crazy 
tense scene where for a second, even though you know what’s going to happen, you are thinking that 
what is written in that envelope determines whether he goes to jail for the rest of his life or he goes to 
McDonald’s this afternoon. The rest of his life happens in the next sentence. Even though I knew what 
was going to happen, my heart was pounding at 2:00 in the morning as I watched it. I imagined myself in 
this scenario where all of the rest of my life is going to be dictated by what that woman says right now. 

I picture that is where the leper is. He’s at this moment where the verdict is still out, “If you 
want to, you can.” Jesus says one answer for each, “I want to. Be clean.” Man, it’s so good. “I want to.” 
Mark tells us that Jesus looked at him and had compassion on him. In Luke, Jesus wants to heal him. He 
didn’t have to touch the guy and He didn’t have to want to heal him. Spurgeon says this, 

 
“The ‘I will’ of an emperor may have great power over his dominions but the, ‘I will,’ of Christ 
drives death and Hell before Him! It conquers disease, removes despair, and floods the world 
with mercy! The Lord's, ‘I will,’ can put away your leprosy of sin and make you perfectly whole!” 



 
That’s good. It happens immediately. The leprosy left him. Let’s take a second here. If the leper 

on his face in front of Christ, saying, “If you want to you can,” is a picture of repentance and faith then 
the leprosy immediately leaving him is a picture of salvation. It’s a picture of cleansing a hopeless one. 
John Calvin says this, 

 
“There is such purity in Christ that He absorbs all uncleanness and pollution. He doesn’t 
contaminate himself by touching the leper nor does He transgress the Law. He stays whole, 
clears all our dirt away, and pours upon us His own holiness.” 
 
Now, while Jesus could heal the leper by His word alone, He adds the contact of His hand to 

show His feeling of compassion. No wonder, since He willed to put on our flesh in order that He might 
cleanse us from all of our sins. 

2 Corinthians says this, 
 

“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.” 
 
There is a picture of salvation here in the cleansing of the leper. It’s a picture, and it’s a picture 

of faith, but it’s a picture of salvation that immediately the leprosy left him. Jesus says, “I want to. Be 
clean. You are clean.” We know that that happens because Christ became sin for us. He became 
diseased and stricken. The passage that Zach read in Isaiah 53 says this, 

 
“Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him…..” 

 
The next word of that passage, in the Latin Vulgate, is “leprous.” 
 

“Yet we esteemed Him leprous, 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all.” 

 
Pause for a second. There’s a lot more to talk about. Most everybody in here attends Red Oak. 

Most everybody here is a believer. I don’t know everybody personally, but if you are in here and you 
think, “Yeah, Jesus could save me but will He?” That’s the great part. There’s no waiting around for a 
verdict here because in the Scriptures He says He will. He’s willing to save. If you think you’re past 
saving, call out to Jesus. Fall before Jesus in faith. If you are hopeless and you have nowhere else to turn, 
turn to Jesus. He can make you clean, clean, clean, immediately. He can clean up all the filth. 

Let’s keep on going. Verse 14, 
 



“And he charged him to tell no one, but “go and show yourself to the priest, and 
make an offering for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 
 
Jesus’ healing here was about salvation. It was about this man’s faith in Jesus’ omnipotence. 

Jesus said, “Don’t go tell everybody.” One reason I think He told them that was because the people 
might have just come and wanted healing without the submission, or healing without the repentance, or 
healing without believing, “I’m hopeless without you.” They might have just wanted the benefit. Jesus 
told him to go and show himself to a priest. 

In Leviticus 13 there is an outline of behavior. If you have leprosy you go and show yourself to 
the priest, then seven days later you do it again, and then the priest pronounces it like this, but if you 
are clean something else happens, and you have this sacrifice, and this other thing, and you set birds 
free, and there are all kinds of things that you do. You sacrifice and celebrate if you are clean. So, Jesus 
says, “You are clean. Go show yourself to the priest.” Now, the priest would determine whether or not a 
leper was infected anymore; whether or not they were clean or unclean. But the priest couldn’t heal. He 
could only say if someone was clean or unclean. 

Matthew Henry says this, 
 

“The priest could only convict the leper (by the Law is the knowledge of sin) but 
Christ can cure the sinner.” 
 
The Law can only tell us we are dirty. Jesus can save us. When we have the Law and the 

Scripture we realize that we can’t live up to that. That’s part of the reason we have the Law—to show us 
that we can’t live up to that. You need Jesus. 

 
“Go and show yourself … as Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 

 
As a proof to who? The priests? Yeah. Everybody else? Yeah. I think so. 
But Mark tells us that this man didn’t listen to Jesus. He went straight out and was like, “Whoo-

hoo!! Look what just happened!!” This is understandable but he was disobedient. Immediately after 
being cleansed he fell back into sin and that’s a lot like us, showing us that we need continual cleansing 
from Jesus. 

 
“But now even more the report about him went abroad, and great crowds 

gathered to hear him and to be healed of their infirmities. 16 But he (Jesus) would 
withdraw to desolate places and pray.” 
 
Mark tells us that the man disobeyed the command to not spread the word and made it so that 

Jesus couldn’t even enter a town without being mobbed. There is another sermon that is right here in 
this verse, where it tells us that Jesus would all the time isolate himself to pray. Jesus would. So much 
more then should we. Jesus would isolate himself to pray. Prayer marked Jesus’ ministry so it should 
mark us as well. We should follow Jesus’ example and meet with God. There is a sermon here in that the 
busier Jesus’ schedule got the more that He busied himself in prayer. He got mobbed in every town so 
He spent more time in prayer.  

Here’s the second story. I’m going to move faster through this one. This also tells a sermon. 
 
“On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law 

were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from 
Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 18 And behold, some men 



were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in 
and lay him before Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, 
they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst 
before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, ‘Man, your sins are forgiven you.’ 21 
And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, ‘Who is this who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ 22 When Jesus perceived their 
thoughts, he answered them, ‘Why do you question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to 
say, “Your sins are forgiven you,” or to say, “Rise and walk”? 24 But that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the man who was 
paralyzed—‘I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.’ 25 And immediately he rose 
up before them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home, glorifying 
God. 26 And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, 
saying, ‘We have seen extraordinary things today.’” 
 
At first glance this seems like just another healing story. Let’s look at the details quickly. It’s easy 

to breeze over stories and just think, “Hooray, Jesus healed someone else. Isn’t it weird how they let him 
down through the roof?” But there is so much going on here, and I have to talk quickly in this, but think 
about the details. Jesus was teaching and this man just went out and spread the word so the crowds are 
just exploding. Apparently, Jesus is teaching in somebody’s house and the crowd is just slammed in 
there. There is some opposition in there, too, because the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law were 
sitting there. It’s important to remember that they are sitting. Mark 2 will tell us that the crowd is so big 
that it’s out the door. 

Then the men came. Think about how good of friends these men were. Four men came carrying 
another one on a bed. Where did they come from? I don’t know. It says that people were from every 
village of Galilee, and Judah, and from Jerusalem. Since they were latecomers to the party I think that 
they probably weren’t from next door. I think that they’ve probably hoofed it with this guy for miles, 
and miles, and miles. They are bringing him. Why? Faith. These four men and the man on the cot have 
great faith like the leper, “If He wants to He can. He can do it. He can heal. He can make him whole. Let’s 
do this.” What good friends! Because this man can’t run to Jesus. He cannot. He’s paralyzed. He can’t 
run to Jesus, so thank you friends. The friends take him to Jesus and they don’t take ‘no’ for an answer. 
They go all the way. They see the house is crowded. I imagine being in a room like this and Jesus is 
teaching and people are standing chest to back all the way to the windows. Mark 2 tells us that they are 
stacked in at the windows and the door listening. I’m imagining them three and four deep on the porch 
on each side. Then, these men come up with their friend and they are not like, “Aw, next time, man.” 
They make a way. They’re like, “You know what? We are going to get to Him.” They are just as desperate 
as the leper. The leper was running through a city where he wasn’t supposed to be. These men are like, 
“Crowd-schmowd, let’s go!” They get this man and it says that his four friends take him up on the roof.  

Whose house is this? It doesn’t say. It’s not their house, though. It’s not theirs. We are never 
told whose house this is and that’s the funniest part of the story to me. Some poor guy is stuck in the 
crowd and he hears guys thumping up on his roof. It doesn’t say he has a nice Mediterranean stairway 
up to the roof. Maybe he did but they get this guy up onto the roof somehow and Scripture says that 
they essentially started tunneling through the roof. 

Now, I did some study about the roofs and they would have first had some rafters up there, and 
then they would have had some straw, and then there would have been something like mud bricks. The 
whole roofing system could have been over two feet thick. Then, on top of that they would grow grass. 
So, this wasn’t like they could just lift up a palm branch and say ‘hello.’ They were working hard enough 
to get a full-length bed down. They weren’t taking ‘no’ for an answer. What faith! “We are going to get 
you down to Jesus no matter what. If He wants to He can make you whole. Let’s do this!” 



So, imagine that you are in the room and Jesus is teaching and there is stuff falling from the 
ceiling all over everybody. I’m imagining that Jesus is smiling. I imagine He’s thinking like, “Here they 
come. They are through the grass. So-and-so is getting ready to stick his head through here. This is going 
to be great.” I imagine that He is so pleased with their faith. Finally, they clear the tiles out enough to 
lower this dude through the roof, into the midst, before Jesus.  

 
“And when He saw their faith…” 

 
Whose faith? The guy on the bed? Yep. The friends? Yeah. Then look at what He says, 
 

“Man, your sins are forgiven.” 
 
Is that why they brought him? No, they wanted legs fixed. Jesus is telling a sermon. He’s 

preaching something about himself. He’s not just doing tricks. He sees their faith and He does something 
different. He says, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.” 

Now, if I were to do this—if I were to stand up here and say, “Rob, your sins are forgiven. I 
declare your sins forgiven,” you would all say, “Get out!” You would say, “Get off the stage. You don’t 
have the authority to do that.” But Jesus sees their faith and says, “Your sins are forgiven.” These guys 
naturally have that reaction. They say, 

 
“Who is this that speaks blasphemy?” 

 
That’s what it would be if I were to say it, because who can forgive sins except for God? Whoo, 

they are close to the truth! They are this close. Yes, because He’s God. 
Kent Hughes says that it was the Pharisees who were the true paralytics. They sat in a place of 

judgment. They were active in judgment but paralyzed to love. They were seated.  
Look at this, though. They didn’t say what they were thinking out loud. They just thought it. It 

says this, 
 

“When Jesus perceived their thoughts…” 
 
 (aka “read their minds from across the room”) 
 
Jesus was preaching, “I am God.” Jesus was preaching that He is God and He is in control. 

Because the first thing He says is, “I have the authority to forgive sins,” and they think in their minds, 
“Hold up. That’s blasphemy. Nobody forgives sins but God.” And Jesus reads their thoughts and says, 
“Why are you thinking that? What are you questioning that in your mind? Why are you thinking those 
thoughts?” I imagine they are like, “Ohh..shoot.” “Why do you question in your hearts?” Then He asks 
them an interesting question, 

 
“Which is easier to say? ‘Your sins are forgiven’ or ‘Rise and walk’?” 

 
Which is easier to do? If Rob is the guy who is paralyzed, which would be easier to do—to fix 

somebody’s legs or fix somebody’s soul? I can’t do either, but I would think that the easiest thing to do 
would be fixing somebody’s legs rather than fixing somebody’s soul. But which would be easier to say? 
“Your sins are forgiven.” You don’t have to show anything. It’s like, “Rob, your sins are forgiven.” Maybe. 
But if Rob is paralyzed and I say, “Rise and walk,” if he doesn’t rise and walk then I’ve just demonstrated 
that I have no power.  



This is more than just a simple healing. Jesus is saying, “I’m God. I’m God. I’m God.” He reads 
their minds and says, 

 
“’Why do you think those things? Which is easier to say? ‘Your sins are forgiven 

you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man (that’s 
Jesus) has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was paralyzed—“I 
say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.’ 25 And immediately he rose up before 
them and picked up what he had been lying on and went home.” 
 
It’s the same three words. He obeyed immediately. Who is to say if Jesus forgave sins? So, He 

said, “So that you know that when I say that I forgive sins that I am actually doing something, actually 
bringing someone from death to life, I’ll fix his legs and I’ll show you that.” It’s such a beautiful story. 
Jesus shows that He has authority to forgive sins, the authority to read minds, and He has the authority 
over a man’s body. 

The last way that Jesus shows that He is God is that He calls himself the “Son of Man.”  
 

“So that you may know that the Son of Man….” 
 
That’s a weird title but Jesus calls himself that a lot of times. It is coming from the Book of 

Daniel. In Daniel 7:9-10, I’ll just read it. You don’t have to turn there. It’s a prophecy of the future, and 
Daniel is looking and he sees this vision. He says this as he is looking into Heaven in the future, 

 
““As I looked, 
thrones were placed, 
    and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, 
    and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; 
    its wheels were burning fire. 
10 A stream of fire issued 
    and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 
    and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 
    and the books were opened.” 
 
Do you see the scene? God the Father is seated in judgment and the books are open on a throne 

of fire, and tens of thousands are standing before Him ready to be judged. Then it says this in verse 13, 
 

“I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
    there came one like a son of man,…” 

 
Jesus isn’t just dropping weird terms. He doesn’t speak flippantly. When He claims to be the Son 

of Man, these Pharisees know who He is talking about. This is who He is claiming to be: 
 

“There came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 



    and was presented before him. 
14 And to him (the Son of Man) was given dominion 
    and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
    should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
    which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
    that shall not be destroyed.” 

 
That’s who Jesus is claiming to be. That’s who Jesus is claiming to be and it’s crazy. He uses this 

title over, and over, and over, and people aren’t confused by what He’s saying. In Matthew 26, when 
Jesus is being questioned by the high priest, He uses this title. Verse 62, 

 
“And the high priest stood up and said, ‘Have you no answer to make? What is it 

that these men testify against you?’ 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest 
said to him, ‘I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.’” 
 
Finally, a plain question to Jesus. “You tell us if you are the Messiah.” Then, 
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘You have said so.’” 
 
The first time I read that I was like, “Aww….just say ‘Yes!’” But He is saying, “Yes.” Because if you 

look earlier in the chapter, in verse 25, that’s the same way He answers Judas. 
 

“Judas, who would betray him, answered, ‘Is it I, Rabbi?’ He said to him, ‘You 
have said so.’” 
 
 It’s a polite way of saying, “Yes, you know that. You know it’s you. You have the money in your 

pocket, Judas. You’ve said so. You know it.” Jesus says it to the high priests here, when they ask, “Tell us 
the truth. Are you the Son of God?” Politely, Jesus is saying, “Yes, you know that. You know it’s true.” 
But look at what He says next.  

 
“You have said so. But I tell you….” 

 
Now, picture the scene. The high priest is seated in judgment and Jesus is standing. 
 

“You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven. 65 Then the high priest 
tore his robes and said, ‘He has uttered blasphemy.’” 
 
Do you see what He’s saying to the high priest? “Right now you are seated in judgment and I’m 

being judged, but I’m telling you that it’s about to be reversed, and the Son of Man will be on the throne 
and I will be seated and you will be judged.” There is no mistaking what He’s saying. The high priest says, 
“You are calling yourself God.” That’s what Jesus is doing. He has the authority to read minds, to forgive 
sins, to fix legs, and He is saying, “I am the Son of Man who will judge and have dominion over all 
nations forever and ever.” What a sermon Jesus is preaching. And the crazy thing about all of that is that 



God, with that amount of authority, lowered himself to becoming a baby, to becoming a man, to living a 
sinless life, and gave His life for us. 

Philippians 2 said that Jesus didn’t count equality with God—even though He had it— 
 

“Though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 
be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.” 
 
God lowered himself to being a man, to being the lowest of men, to being a servant of men, to 

dying a cursed death—“cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”62 Why did He do that? Because He 
loves you. He had compassion on us, the leprous, the diseased, the outcasts. He did it because He loved 
us. Romans 5:6-8 says, 

 
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For 

one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
While we were still sinners. You think about heroes in the military, like one man throwing 

himself on a grenade to save many, and you think that guy is a hero. Yes, he is. Absolutely he is. But why 
do we think about it that way? One died to save four—it’s just math. No, that man is a hero because he 
gave his life for his friends. But in this passage it’s saying that God died for us while we were His 
enemies, while we had nothing to offer Him. We had no friendship with God. We were His enemies. We 
were leprous and outcasts. While we were lepers, while we were unclean, while we were dead, while 
we were enemies, while we were sinners, Christ became leprous, Christ died, Christ became the object 
of God’s wrath, and Christ became sin, and Yahweh touched us. He didn’t just merely touch our filth, He 
took our filth and gave us His righteousness. That’s the beauty of the Gospel. He didn’t just touch our 
filth—He took our filth and He gave us His purity. If we fall before Him in repentance and say, “I’ve got 
no other place. If you want to you can,” the beauty of the Scriptures is that He has told us, “I want to!” 
The verdict is in. He wants to make us clean. 

 
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.”63 
 
He became sin, and then He beat sin, He beat death, He beat uncleanness, and then He rose 

again and gave us that new life. Ephesians 2:1 says it this way, 
 

“You were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 
 
See the leper on his face there. See hopelessness--- 

                                                             
62 Galatians 3:13 
63 2 Corinthians 5:21 



 
“You were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 

the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is 
now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and 
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, `so 
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Let’s pray. 
God,	we	confess	that	we	offer	you	nothing,	that	we	bring	nothing	good	to	the	table.	We	bring	

a	corpse.	Without	you	we	are	diseased,	we	are	under	judgment,	we	are	unclean,	we	are	unlovable,	
and	God	we	throw	ourselves	at	your	feet	in	faith,	believing	that	if	you	will	you	can.	And	we	know	
from	the	Scripture	that	you	will,	God,	so	we	thank	you	for	being	willing	to	forgive	us	and	for	
becoming	sin	for	us.	I	pray	that	these	stories	would	just	be	a	reminder	to	us	of	the	Gospel	and	of	
how	we’ve	been	saved.	I	pray	that	we	would,	this	week,	like	the	man’s	four	friends,	carry	others	to	
you;	that	we	would	bring	others	to	the	hope	that	we	have.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	lights	in	our	
community,	God.	We	worship	you	now,	Lord.	In	your	name,	I	pray,	Jesus.	Amen.	
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Luke 5:27-39 
Brody Holloway 
 

Turn if you would to Luke 5. I had a conversation with a guy recently and the situation was this. 
There were five boys in the family, all grown, and he had a brother who because of his greed had robbed 
and stolen from their mother. It’s created a terrible situation in the family and the mom is in a bad way 
financially. There is nothing they can do to get it back because he blew the money. He’s kind of like the 
prodigal son and the money is just gone. So, I was having this conversation with this guy and I thought 
that there seems to be categories that we put people in as far as the worst things you can do. When you 
rob from your mama that’s pretty bad, especially if she’s older. So, we kind of have categories we 
naturally put people in. I’m not being judgmental or condescending but that is stooping kind of down 
there as low as you can stoop. 

We are going to meet a guy tonight, named Levi, who is probably as low as a person can be 
when it comes to integrity. He’s a man of absolutely no integrity. He has no integrity whatsoever. We 
are going to meet him and what is so awesome about it is that we are going to see the power of the 
Gospel change somebody like that, and we are going to walk away from the story going, “Man, if Jesus 
can change a guy like Levi, Jesus can change anybody—anybody.” And all of us have a Gospel story. 
Some of us have a crazy Gospel story where God maybe brought you from a life of addiction, or a life of 
abuse, or from a life so far from knowing the truth of the Gospel. He brought you into fellowship with 
God, and the kingdom of light, and the kingdom of His beloved Son. So, you have the understanding of 
the Gospel that maybe some of us don’t have quite as in depth, because maybe we grew up in the 
Church and were introduced to Jesus at a young age. We grew up knowing the Lord and loving Him yet 
still the miracle of the Gospel to save anybody is a miracle. But it always interesting to me to talk to a 
new believer who has been brought out of a life of sin, and debauchery, and filth, and maybe something 
like addiction. You see the power of the Gospel in a person’s life like that and it absolutely blows your 
mind. So, we are going to meet a guy like that. His name is Levi. So, we will pick up in Luke 5:27 and we 
will finish up Luke 5 tonight. 

 
“After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax 

booth. And he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 28 And leaving everything, he rose and followed 
him.” 
 
Now, here’s what we know about Levi. We know that he was a bad, bad person, simply by the 

fact that he was called a tax collector. Tax collectors were the lowest of low. I wrote down several things 
that tax collectors were, and were considered, and were perceived to be. First, they were perceived to 
be traitors and here is why they were perceived to be traitors. Nationally they were seen as traitors. This 
would be someone who in our cultural context leaves the shores of this country and goes to fight for 
ISIS, or Al Qaida, or something like that, or someone who commits an act of terrorism inside the borders 
of this country. Maybe it’s a radicalized terrorist; someone who does something very terrible in the 
name of attacking our national identity. So, tax collectors were seen as national traitors because they 
were in partnership with the Roman Empire that was oppressing the Jews. So, the Jews who had this 
great national pride in being God’s chosen people, which makes sense—you were kind of a big deal if 
you were a Jew in the Old Testament—you had this national identity and this national pride and the 
Jews were very serious about their identity, and the Romans were governing and ruling over the Jews. 
So, the Romans were seen as this oppressive enemy, and they were. The Jews were looking for a 
Messiah who would deliver them from this Roman enemy, so what Levi did, who most commentators 
believe became Matthew, is he went into partnership with the Romans and in that partnership he is 



now robbing from his own people, so there’s a national identity issue there. This would be a 
businessman who is robbing from people in the community and funding a terrorist organization. 

If you could imagine, we have businessmen in our church, like Ken Osburn and John Irvin. We 
have several businessmen and women in our church. I think about what if those people were in business 
and were doing business that was not honest and then they were funding a terrorist network? One of 
the things we appreciate is good Christian businessmen and women. We’ve been blessed to be part of a 
church that has that. Imagine a cultural context where someone is profiting from the enemy of the 
state. So, tax collectors were viewed as traitors. 

Secondly, they were seen as thieves because they stole from their own people and under Jewish 
law if you were a thief you were supposed to be put to death. The problem was that they couldn’t put 
thieves to death because the Romans held the right to capital punishment. Only the Roman government 
could kill people. 

So, here is the way it worked. Most of us have heard stories about tax collectors and how you 
became a tax collector. A tax collector would take a region—so we would be in the Western North 
Carolina region where the tax assessment would be much lower than some of the suburban 
communities around Atlanta. So, down there would be a tax assessment and up here would be a tax 
assessment. I would then go to the Roman government and I would put in my bid. I’d say, “I can do it for 
this much. I can give you this much money if you will give me the full authority of the Roman 
government. I can tax people and I can give you this much per person.” Then, there were different kinds 
of taxes, like taxes on goods, taxes on land, and taxes on just being a man or a woman walking around, 
literally. There were taxes on everything so there would be a bidding war. The tax collector would be in 
cahoots with the Roman government and he had the authority of the Roman government so he could 
charge whatever he wanted to. So, he would tax people to death and tax collectors were really rich. And 
there is nothing wrong with being rich unless you got rich by robbing and stealing from people. Then 
there is something wrong with being rich. 

So, tax collectors are traitors and thieves, and they are also considered unclean because of the 
amount of business interactions that they had with Gentiles. So, as a Jew, you see a tax collector as an 
enemy of your national identity, you see him as a thief who has robbed from you, and now you see him 
as unclean, which for Jews was a really big deal. When someone was considered unclean, Jews would 
have no interaction with him. If someone was considered unclean you wouldn’t shake his hand. You 
would not shake his hand. 

I’ll never forget one of the things my mama taught me that I am so thankful for. She taught me 
that there is no human who is unclean if they have been created in God’s image. You love people and 
you love them well. I can remember when I was probably nine or ten years old and we were in a 
situation where my mom shared food from the same plate with someone who was really dirty. I 
remember afterward that I said, “Mama, y’all were drinking from the same Coke can.” And she said, 
“You know what? I did that on purpose because I knew that she would think that I thought she was 
dirty, and I wanted her to think that I didn’t think that way.” That was a lesson that my mama taught me 
without even trying to teach me. We have the opportunity to love people even in their dirtiness and 
their filth.  

But the Jews would not interact with Gentiles like that, so much so that common greetings like a 
handshake in our cultural context, if you were a Jew you wouldn’t shake hands with a Gentile. They 
were literally considered unclean. So, think of racism in our country in something like the 1940’s or 50’s. 
That’s what we are probably talking about; hard racism where people would have nothing to do with a 
group of people simply because of their national identity, or their skin color, or something like that. So, 
Jews would have nothing to do with Gentiles. But Levi and other tax collectors were in partnership with 
the Gentiles. That made them, by association, unclean. They were considered unclean.  



So, Levi is a traitor, he’s a thief, he’s unclean, he’s sinfully rich, and ultimately, he’s socially 
ostracized. He has no friends except other tax collectors and that is one of those deals where like, if you 
have ever watched mobster movies, you have all of these guys in the mafia and such who are partners 
but they don’t even trust each other. They look like friends but they aren’t really because everyone is 
out to get everybody else. That’s kind of the life that a tax collector lived so it’s a very lonely existence, 
but a lot of it they brought on themselves out of greed. So, this tax collector wanted to be wealthy, he 
wanted money, so he was willing to turn himself on all worldly friendships and relationships. He was 
literally willing to turn his back on his own salvation and reject God in order to live this life so that he 
could be very comfortable financially. So that’s the condition that Levi is in. He has no friends, nobody 
wants anything to do with him, he can’t go to church but he probably doesn’t want to. He’s just living for 
himself. 

Now, what Jesus does is He goes to Levi. Levi is sitting at his tax booth. What this looks like is 
he’d be in the town square and he’d say, “Come here. You owe me some money.” He was constantly 
taking from people. So, Jesus walks up to the tax booth and watch this. Levi is sitting at the tax booth 
and Jesus says to him, “Follow me.” What you have here in Levi’s conversion is a really good biblical 
picture of how conversion and salvation work, so let’s walk through that. What you have is Jesus 
approaching Levi. Is Levi looking for Jesus? No, he’s not searching for Christ. See, the Bible says in 
Romans 3 that nobody is righteous, and the unrighteous don’t search for that which is righteous, and 
the unclean don’t make themselves clean, and the dead don’t make themselves alive. What you have in 
this first step of salvation for this man is the doctrine of election. This is the biblical teaching that Jesus 
calls people to himself, draws people to himself, and saves them out of their sin even when they are not 
looking for salvation. For many of us, we can think back in our own experience and say, “Yeah, that’s 
how it happened for me. I can look back and think that I wasn’t going through life thinking that I need 
salvation and righteousness or that I need to follow God.” For many of us that is not what was 
happening. In fact, it was the farthest thing from the truth. The Gospel hit you in the side of the head. 
Maybe it was somebody sharing their faith with you or maybe it was a sermon you heard, but however 
that went down, Jesus came and got you. Amen? Jesus came and rescued you. Jesus saved you from 
your sin. He brought you out of slavery to sin and into the freedom of the dominion and the domain of 
the beloved Son. So, this is a picture that is being painted for us in this story of how Jesus saves sinners.  

So, Jesus comes to this man, Levi, and He says, “I want you to follow me.” What Levi does then is 
that he stands up and he follows Him. Why would he do that? He’s not looking for salvation. There’s 
nothing that tells us that he’s looking for salvation. Well, we believe in the power of Jesus to save. Do 
you have lost friends that you’re praying for? Do you have a lost family member that you are praying 
for? Do you have somebody that you want so badly for them to come to know Jesus? We pray for that 
person, don’t we? We might fast for them. We might go to the Lord on their behalf at a certain time 
every day or maybe we write their name somewhere. Maybe we do something where there is this 
constant reminder, “I want my dad to come to know the Lord,” or “I want my brother to come to know 
to Jesus,” or “I want my son or my daughter to give their life to Christ.” We pray to God asking Him to do 
that. Why? Do we believe that God can save them? Yeah. Do we believe that He can overcome the 
hardness of their heart? Yeah. Do we believe that He can overcome the deadness of their spiritual life? 
Yeah. Do we believe that He can raise them from spiritual deadness and into spiritual life? Yeah, we 
believe that. We believe it so we pray for lost people, trusting that they are going to come to faith in 
Jesus by the power of the Gospel and by the power of the resurrection. We believe it. We believe that 
the God we serve is mighty to save and that lost sinners are brought to faith in Jesus because He is 
mighty to save. 

So what happens is that Jesus says to Levi, “I want you to follow me.” Then, it says that Levi 
arose and left everything and followed Him. We saw something like this a week or two ago in the text 
when Jesus called the first disciples. Remember that? When He called the first disciples it was four 



fishermen and they left their businesses. Now, when the fishermen left their businesses and followed 
Jesus earlier in this same chapter it was pretty powerful, and I was pretty blown away by it, but here’s 
the thing. If you are a blue collar dude and you have a skill—you are a skilled laborer—you can walk 
away from your career and then you can potentially walk back into that career. Couldn’t you? If you can 
swing a hammer, if you can frame a house, if you can roof a house, if you are a concrete man, and 
electrician, a mechanic, or an auto body guy, if you are a schoolteacher, you can walk away from that 
and as long as the certifications were in place you could come back to that. But, if you are a tax collector 
and you walk away from that, it’s over. It’s over.  

I thought of two people. One was a guy named Pat Tillman who was an NFL athlete. I don’t 
believe he was a Christian but he was playing for the Arizona Cardinals at the height of the war on 
terror. He became so grieved over the condition of the world that he walked away from a lucrative, 
professional football contract, joined the Army, went into the Ranger Batallion, and was actually killed in 
action overseas. People were kind of scratching their head saying that this guy walked away from 
everything. That type of a commitment or action kind of bewilders people, especially people who are 
not followers or Christ. 

A really great story is one of a British missionary whose name is C. T. Studd. Have you ever heard 
of C. T. Studd? What he did is he came out of one of the wealthiest families in all of the United Kingdom, 
in all of Great Britain. Not only was he from a wealthy family but he was the Tom Brady of the day. He 
was a professional athlete over a hundred years ago. He stood to walk into one of the most lucrative 
sports contracts that the world had ever known at that time. So a family inheritance awaited him, 
wealth and comfort beyond anything we can imagine, and fame and money added on top of that 
through a professional sports career, and C. T. Studd walked away from it all and he became a 
missionary in remote places, taking the Gospel to people who didn’t know Jesus.  

When we see somebody do something like that we are kind of gripped with intrigue and 
admiration. As a Christian, do we admire a guy like C. T. Studd? Yeah, as a Christian, I admire a guy like 
Pat Tillman. Anytime someone walks away from something that’s providing great personal comfort and 
they go into a life where there is probably going to be suffering, and difficulty, and hardship, that clicks 
with the deepest part of our emotional being. We are drawn to that type of sacrifice. Now, we may not 
feel like we could do the same kind of thing but we are drawn to it. 

When Levi gets up and walks away, what we see initially is the doctrine of election, and now 
what we see is the doctrine of repentance and conversion. Because, though Christ draws us, every man 
has a responsibility to respond to that and to confess Christ as Lord, to lay his life at the foot of the 
cross, and in all of the power of the Gospel to receive what Christ has for him because he can’t attain it 
in his own power. So Levi, in this moment of conversion, stands up and walks away from everything that 
he knows, and he says, “I’ve decided, in this moment, I will follow Jesus. I’ll follow Jesus and I won’t turn 
back. I will leave this massive house and this lucrative business.” Then, here’s what happens. If you can 
imagine the tax collecting industry and this big tapestry, when one guy leaves it closes up and seals 
where he was and he’s not going to re-enter that position. He’s leaving it behind. It’s a powerful 
moment. 

If you have seen a lost person come to faith in Jesus, you have seen the most powerful thing 
that ever happens in the human experience. When sinners receive the Gospel and come to faith in 
Jesus, a miracle has occurred; the greatest miracle in life and in the human experience. Because, what 
has happened is the perfect, sinless God, who has no need of anything, has reached into a broken world, 
grabbed hold of a dead sinner, drawn him to himself, given him life, that sinner has then responded in 
obedience and confession, and conversion occurs, whereby that person goes from death to life. The old 
is gone and the new has come, and if the commentators are right, and if this Levi becomes Matthew, 
then we know that ultimately he became a great missionary and martyr for the faith. A man who robbed 



and stole from people for his own comfort left it all behind and took the Gospel to the ends of the Earth 
where he was ultimately martyred for it. That’s a powerful picture. 

I would say this about conversion. Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ will do that in a way that 
breathes life and joy. In other words—I want to explain this really carefully—we see people leave one 
life and go into another life. You see it in the Muslim world. You see people willing to go die for the 
cause. The difference is that the believer who leaves it all behind and forsakes it all for Christ does so 
with a joy and a lightheartedness that says, “I count all of that as loss. No loss to me. Nothing would I 
hold onto.” In the same model, Jesus left the throne of Heaven, humbled himself, and became obedient 
to death on a cross. When we leave anything behind we have left nothing because we have gained 
everything. To follow Jesus, to receive the Gospel, to take hold of the faith that Christ has given us, to be 
a Christ-follower is to receive everything and to lose or sacrifice nothing. Nothing is sacrificed. Nothing is 
lost when we follow Jesus. We are given promises and an inheritance. 

See, when someone leave one life and follows another life that may be a lie; if they follow a 
false religion, or a false god, or they follow secularism and believe that the greatest thing they can 
pursue is what the world has to offer—what those people have done is they have bought into a lie and 
at some point that lie is going to bring pain and suffering down on their life. But to follow Jesus, 
especially for those of us who have been walking with Jesus for a long time, you older Christians can 
encourage younger Christians and say, “Listen, it is hard. Most steps of the way it is difficult, but it is the 
most rewarding and gratifying thing, and never once in your life will you look back and say, ‘I wish I was 
still sitting at the tax collector’s booth.’ You will never look back and long for what was in the dark. You 
will never look back and long for the death of sin. You will never look back from the freedom of 
righteousness and long for the slavery and dominion of sin. Never.” So, to follow Christ is to forsake all 
and that’s what Levi does. It’s a powerful picture of conversion. 

What he does next is just awesome. 
 

“And Levi made him (Jesus) a great feast in his house, and there was a large 
company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them.” 
 
Again, if you have ever been around someone who is freshly saved by the blood of Jesus, they 

are so excited and zealous and they want to tell others. I had the glorious opportunity to talk to four 
brothers last night. We talked again this morning. I actually interviewed them and we are going to post 
that as a video blog on social media. So, two years ago the oldest brother, whose name is Isaiah, came 
to camp here at Snowbird and prayed to receive Christ. He became a Christian. He has a wrestling coach 
who is a solid man of God who loves Jesus and who wants his athletes to know the Lord. The coach had 
brought Isaiah to camp and he got saved. So, Isaiah goes home and immediately begins to share the 
Gospel with his twin brothers who are two or three years younger than him. He shared the Gospel with 
them and one of the twin brothers accepts Jesus, and then the next one accepts Jesus, and then the 
three of them went after their thirteen year old baby brother, Danny, who accepts Jesus. Now, a whole 
family of what will one day be godly, Gospel men, have received the Gospel because one man heard it 
and was so driven to go to those who he cared most about and take the Gospel to them. It was so cool 
talking to those brothers. They are a band of brothers both physically and now spiritually, because the 
Gospel, when it saves you, doesn’t it motivate you to want to tell people about Jesus? It may be scary to 
tell people about Jesus. It’s real scary. There are times when you feel compelled to go tell a person 
about Jesus but boy it’s overwhelming to think about it. 

So, Levi throws a feast. Now, I love this because what he does is he opens his home to people 
who are bad people. If we think of this in a twenty-first century social context this would be prostitutes, 
drug addicts, embezzlers, bad people who are social outcasts, people who are cooking meth in their 
trailer, who are dog-fighting, stealing cars and taking them into chop shops—these are the worst that 



society has to offer. And Levi is like, “I’m going to invite everyone to my house.” The problem is—
remember the fifth thing that we talked about with Levi—is that he was socially ostracized. So he’s not 
going to go talk to the folks down at the church house. In fact, he’s not allowed in the church house 
because he’s unclean. He couldn’t go in there. 

One of the things that I pray will always be true of Red Oak is that no matter what somebody 
smells like, no matter how they are dressed, or no matter what they look like, when they walk through 
the doors of Red Oak Church that they are met with open arms, hugs, and embraced in fellowship. 
“Welcome to Red Oak. We are glad you are here.” 

Levi was like, “I’ve got to tell some people about Jesus but the problem is that everybody hates 
me. Ain’t nobody going to listen.” Remember that little dude, Zacchaeus? He was a tax collector. He was 
a chief tax collector. He had a pretty good idea. He just started handing out money. He made friends 
fast. Everybody was like, “Zacchaeus got Jesus, baby! I’m telling you—I love Zacchaeus! He is my man!” 
Zacchaeus made friends fast but Levi was like, “I ain’t got nothing. I gave everything away. I’m out. I’ve 
decided to follow Jesus. I left the keys hanging in the truck. The house is open. It’s y’all’s—y’all can have 
it!” This is radial conversion that we are seeing. So, Levi is like, “I’m gonna throw a party. One last 
party—one last hurrah before we go on the road and take the Gospel. I’m going to follow this man 
around. He is God in the flesh. I believe it and I’m going to follow Him. So, before we go let’s have a 
party. Hey, Jesus, let’s have a party at my house. I’ll get all the real low-lifes and losers. I’m talking 
scoundrels. We will get them all to come over and you do that thing like you did with me at the tax 
booth. You do that. We can do that, okay?” So, Levi throws a big party. 

Now, here’s the thing. In the Jewish culture, if you ate with somebody there was a much 
stronger social idea behind sharing a meal. To share a meal with someone was to enter into fellowship 
and embrace their lifestyle. This is why you will often hear, in a biblical context, about breaking bread 
together and it’s a big deal. A lot of times you will see Jesus breaking bread with people and you will see 
people having meals and fellowship. Even in our modern day, if you are going to have somebody over to 
your house it is kind of expected that you are going to feed them, isn’t it? When someone comes over, 
you are going to have something to drink, hopefully good—not just like, “I’ve got water and milk.” 
Water and milk are great but when somebody comes over you’re going to have something nice for them 
to drink, something tasty that you can sit around and enjoy. You’ll have some food, or a meal, or 
desserts, or something like that, and we call that hospitality. We open our home to others and bring 
them in. I feel like Red Oak is a very hospitable church. Throughout a normal week all of your lives are 
crossing. You are in and out of each other’s homes. But here is what we need to be thinking about—how 
do we go out and bring stinky people into our houses? How do we go out and bring filthy, unclean 
people into our houses? How do we go out and get people who nobody invites into their homes, 
because they are scared that they will rob them when they are not looking, and bring them into our 
houses? 

That’s what’s happening here. Levi is showing hospitality to the worst people in society and 
Jesus is like, “Let’s do it.” So Jesus goes with him. Now watch, when Jesus walks through that door—in 
Jewish, religious context—He has just become a tax collector, a sinner, a drunkard, a prostitute, because 
in embracing that time of meal with them—watch this—He has identified himself with sinners. And 
Isaiah said that the Messiah, the Anointed One, will be numbered with the transgressors64. Jesus isn’t 
scared of dope, Jesus isn’t scared of sexual sin, Jesus isn’t scared of addiction, because Jesus came into 
the world precisely to be numbered with transgressors. When He walks through that door what a scene 
this is.  

It isn’t peaceful there for very long. They are reclining at the table with Him. You have all heard 
stories about how in those Eastern cultures you kick your shoes off and lay around the table. Mealtime 

                                                             
64 Isaiah 53:12 



was long and drawn out. A lot of us have a meal together and you sit and talk around the table. They are 
all getting real with each other and then comes verse 30. 

 
“And the Pharisees and their scribes…” 

 
Who are these guys? We hear about them all the time. These are religious leaders. They are 

experts in the Jewish faith. They had been to the highest institutions of learning and they knew the Law 
and the religious side of Jewish life and they held people’s feet to the fire. So, if a tax collector was 
beating people over the head with financial strain and stress the Pharisees would beat the people over 
the head with legalistic strain and stress. 

Let me explain to you how this works. If someone says to you, “For God to accept you, you have 
to do these things….”—anything outside of, “Love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and 
confess Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, and then obey Him 
best you can,”—anything outside of that doesn’t make you more or less of a Christian, and it definitely 
doesn’t make you a Christian. But what the Pharisees would do is say that if you wanted favor with God 
that you had to do certain other things. They would attach works to the existence a man or woman 
would have in terms of peace with God. This is very stressful. 

So, watch this. This is a stroke of irony. As much strain and stress as tax collectors put on people, 
tax collectors put it on them, too. Let’s be honest—it’s very stressful when you are in financial difficulty 
but imagine if you didn’t know whether or not you were living a good enough life to earn God’s favor. 
That would be more stressful, and that’s the kind of ‘tax’ the Pharisees collected from these people. And 
you know what—we see this in our society today. God forbid that we would ever be a church that does 
that; that imposes a certain lifestyle on people. I’ll tell you this—I know for a fact that Red Oak Church 
has been ridiculed in this community. I’m not saying this like take it or leave it. I’m not saying that. I 
want to be very gentle in the way that we interact with other churches and other people in this 
community. But I’ve had people come to me and say, “I heard this or I heard that.” It’s because we 
believe in the freedom that we have in Christ to worship God together, to embrace people where they 
are in life, but to call them to repent. Not to embrace them and give them freedom to live in sin. Not to 
embrace them and tell them that they choose their lifestyle. To embrace them and say, “There is a God 
who loves you enough to rescue you from sin and if you will turn to Him you will get salvation and what 
you give back is nothing.” God cannot be paid back for the gift of salvation. But what you often have, 
and we see this in our cultural context here in the Bible Belt, is that people have certain traditions and 
cultural things that they attach to Christianity. Young people, here is what that means. Many of your 
friends might go to churches where they teach that if you are a Christian that you have to do certain 
things, and we would call that legalism. A lot of that is simply man’s tradition. I grew up in that type of a 
background and many of you did, too. This would include things like you have to eat certain food and 
abstain from certain food; you have to abstain from certain drink; you have to abstain from certain 
music; you have to only use a certain version of the Bible; you have to dress a certain way to go to 
church. We could go down the list and there are lots of rules and we all know what we’re talking about 
here. But there is no place in the Body of Christ for legalism—for manmade rules that make us feel more 
self-righteous. Jesus is going to refer to the ‘righteous’ in a minute but what He is talking about is the 
self-righteous. The Pharisees were self-righteous and the people in Levi’s house were broken. Listen, 
self-righteous people never reach broken people. They don’t. We have to see ourselves as people who 
once were broken but by the power of the Gospel have been made whole. Now, let’s go get broken 
people and give them what we’ve got. That’s what the Church is called to do. 

 
“And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do 

you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered them, “Those 



who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to 
call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 
 
Jesus tells them they are self-righteous. “You’re righteous, you don’t need me. I’ve come to call 

sinners to repentance.” Jesus is all about the Gospel. He has reached Levi, brought him to faith, and now 
He’s in the midst of these people and calling them to repent. I don’t know how many of them accepted 
the Gospel. I don’t know how many of them God saved, or how many of them turned to the Lord and 
said, “I want what you’re offering right now. I’ve tried everything else and I want what you have.” I don’t 
know. We aren’t really told. And I think there’s a lesson there, even. A lot of times, we don’t know what 
the results are going to be of living a Gospel life and proclaiming a clear Gospel. You share Christ with 
your friends and neighbors or the drug dealer across the street. I think that a lot of times we romanticize 
things like that. “I want to be one of those guys who is on mission,” or, “I want to be one of those girls 
who is on mission. I want to take the Gospel to really broken people.” You know what? You can take the 
Gospel to a hundred broken people and I’m going to be honest with you; probably ninety-nine of them 
are going to reject it, because that’s the nature of fallen humanity. We don’t deliver a loving but 
uncompromised Gospel to sinners, with an anticipation of results, and if we don’t get those results then 
we quit. We proclaim Christ. We tell people that there’s a God who loves them and that He’s come to 
save them, and we believe that God can save them, and we pray for them, and we hope that they turn 
to Jesus. We live lives that are interactive and we open our homes, and we open our lives, and we give 
them rides to the grocery store, and we help them get to the doctor, and we help them with situations 
that maybe they can’t do for themselves. So, Jesus is like, “Do you know who needs a doctor? Sick 
folks.” 

Okay, so some people are hypochondriacs. Do you know what a hypochondriac is? That’s 
somebody who is always like, “Oh, I’m sick. Oh, I’m hurt. Oh, my arm hurts. Oh, my back hurts. Oh, I 
need help. Oh, I can’t do this.” But I want to be one of those people who is like, “Flesh wound!!” and 
then just charge ahead no matter what. Your arm is dangling but you’re like, “I’m good! I’m good. I’ve 
got work to do. I don’t have time to bleed.” I want to be that guy, but some people are butterflies. You 
know how you take a butterfly and you knock the dust off its wing and it can’t fly anymore? That is not a 
very durable animal. He just lived in a cave for six weeks and that’s all he’s got? Butterflies are fragile. 
And some people are like that; there’s no toughness or tenacity. So, these people tend to go to the 
doctor a lot. These are the people who when you see them and you say things like, “Hey, man, how are 
you doing?” that you immediately think, “Oh, shoot, I should not have asked him that.” He’s like, “Oh, 
I’m so tired. Oh, work is so hard. Oh, my head is hurting. Oh, my back is hurting. Everything’s wrong. I’m 
dying. The world is terrible. I’m in a dark hole. It’s bad.” “Well, you look like you’ve had food today and it 
looks like you’ve had a shower recently. So, is it really that bad?” “Oh, yeah, it’s terrible. My life is pure, 
living Hell. I want to just die right now and be with Jesus.” “Well, we should talk about that. We should 
see what you think that looks like.” So, people who tend to be hypochondriacs will run to the doctor at 
the first little runny nose. Then, there are other people who are hacking up a lung, sitting on the toilet 
with a five-gallon bucket in front of them, going, “I’m good. I’ll just work through it. I’ll just drink some 
Pedialyte.” “No, what you need to do is go get something that will clog you up; something that will make 
you well.” We live in a good place with good medicine. There are doctors who have spent twelve years 
after the twelve years the rest of us went to school so that they are experts at helping sick people. When 
you are really sick that’s when you need to go to the doctor. When you dislocate your knee and blow 
out your ACL you should go get that looked at. But if you need a Band-Aid and a baby aspirin stay at the 
house. Suck it up. You are making the lobby wait longer for the rest of us who are genuinely hurt. 
There’s no reason for it. Toughen up. But here’s what happens. People who legitimately need a doctor, 
need a doctor. Because, have you ever been in a situation where you were like, “I need a doctor now. I 
think I may die in the next few minutes.”? In that moment, you will do whatever it takes to see a doctor. 



Jesus says, physically sick people who need a doctor better not go to the people who are like, 
“I’m okay, really, I’m good,” and he better not go to the people who are like, “I feel so bad; I think I have 
fatigue.” No, what you have is laziness; you don’t need a doctor. You need a work ethic. The doctor 
needs to go to people who need a doctor. But what happens is that oftentimes we don’t see Jesus in 
those terms. We don’t see Jesus as a physician who is coming to those of us who are sick and in need. 
What Jesus is doing is He is painting a picture here. People who don’t have the Gospel, people who don’t 
have Jesus, people who are not saved by the power of the Gospel are like sick people. What sick people 
need is a really good doctor. But people who aren’t sick don’t need a doctor. Jesus is saying, “People 
who don’t understand their spiritual need, because they’ve already met that spiritual need in their own 
power—I don’t have time for that. I haven’t come to deal with those people.” There’s an important fine 
line there, because Jesus is not saying, “People who are lost but morally good, I didn’t come for them.” 
He’s not saying that the salvation of the Gospel is only good for poor people, and addicts, and broken 
people. He’s not saying, “I didn’t come to save wealthy, corporate businessmen.” He’s saying, “I didn’t 
come to waste my time on people who think that they can save themselves by their self-righteous 
behavior.” That’s a sobering warning, isn’t it? 

 
“I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.” 

 
This is a classic case where Jesus says something to the Pharisees and they don’t know how to 

respond so now they are spinning their wheels. “Uh, uh, uh….but…uh…the disciples of John fast often. 
They offer prayers and so do the disciples of the Pharisees. Uh, uh, and all your people do is eat and 
drink.” This is a classic case of, “I don’t know how to come back to what He just said.” That was a mic 
drop moment that Jesus just gave them. They don’t know what to say so they’re just like, “Fasting!” 
What are they doing? They are going back to what they are good at—self-righteousness. Listen to how 
Jesus responds, 

 
“Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them?” 

 
We are having a wedding feast. Have you ever gone to a wedding feast where all of the 

participants are fasting? 
I was at a wedding recently and many of you were there—the wedding of Van and Lauren Jones. 

It was what I, personally, would refer to as a feast. There was food enough for an army. But how weird 
would it have been if we had walked in there and they had the meat carvers over there with their big 
knives, and people serving about fifteen different beverages you could choose from, and a dessert 
area—acreage actually. This was my kind of party and I didn’t pay a dime to get into that feast. It was 
free for everybody. What if you were offered a free feast to celebrate a wedding and everybody came in 
and sat down at the table and they go, “We will now stare at the food because at the wedding feast 
tonight we are going too fast.” You’d have a riot on your hands. 

Jesus says, “Levi just got saved. We’re celebrating.” I don’t know about y’all, but for many of us 
we celebrate with food, don’t we. We celebrate around food and drink and we have good fellowship 
over a meal. Luke says that the spiritual life is like this; salvation has come so we are going to celebrate. 
Listen to what He says. He foreshadows the cross right here because He says, 

 
“The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then 

they will fast in those days.” 
 



See, fasting is for times of pain, and mourning, and difficulty. We are rejoicing, and we are 
having a party, and we are telling all of his lost friends what happened, and we are trusting that they are 
going to get saved, too. Then, He told them a parable, 

 
“He also told them a parable: ‘No one tears a piece from a new garment and 

puts it on an old garment. If he does, he will tear the new, and the piece from the new 
will not match the old. 37 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the 
new wine will burst the skins and it will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38 But 
new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine desires 
new, for he says, “The old is good.”’” 
 
Here’s what He’s saying. Paul records this in his letter to the Corinthians, when he records the 

Lord’s Supper, in 1 Corinthians 11:25, when he says, 
 

“In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood. Take it and drink and remember me.’” 
 
What He is saying is that this New Covenant has replaced an Old Covenant. He is saying that you 

cannot take the power of the Gospel, and the life that Jesus brings it, and shove it into the traditions of 
man. They can’t contain it. You can’t take the life-giving power of Jesus and shove it into man’s ability to 
control it. Because Jesus is like the Lion of Judah, unleashed, untamed, roaring for the freedom of 
humanity. You can’t take that and put it in one of those little plastic pet crates—if we were going to 
make this a modern illustration. You can’t take something that powerful, that fresh, that new—see, 
Jesus has brought the Gospel to the world. He’s brought new life to the world. He says, “I’m making all 
things new,” and He says that when you become a Christian the old is gone and the new has come. He 
says to the Pharisees, “What you have is like worn-out, old, tattered rags.” The traditions of man cannot 
contain the sweet power of the wine of the Gospel. What we’ve been given is Jesus and what we want 
to be is a church that worships Jesus, and is on mission, and is pursuing our neighbors, and telling people 
about Christ, and loving people, and praying to a God who we believe has the power to overwhelm the 
hardest heart and draw him to himself. And we want to see people go from being like Levi to being like 
Matthew, and the Gospel can do that. Amen? 

Pray with me. 
Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	take	your	Word	and	help	our	feeble	minds	and	our	feeble	hearts	

to	receive	it	and	understand	it.	Lord,	even	as	we	have	heard	the	message	and	we	respond	by	
listening	to	song	and	then	singing	song,	help	us	to	do	so	having	been	emptied	of	ourselves;	not	
holding	on	to	what	we’ve	got	but	holding	on	to	what	you’ve	got	for	us.	Lord,	the	cross	is	before	us	
and	the	world	is	behind	us.	The	cross	was	Levi	and	now	the	world	was	behind	him	and	he	would	
forsake	it	all.	I	pray	that	we	would	live	with	that	kind	of	abandon	for	the	sake	of	the	Gospel.	God,	I	
pray	that	if	there	are	people	in	our	church	tonight	who	don’t	have	a	relationship	with	you	that	you	
would	save	them;	that	you	would	draw	them	to	yourself	and	that	you	would	bring	them	to	a	place	
of	understanding	of	embracing	the	power	and	the	saving	authority	of	Jesus.	God,	I	pray	that	we	
would	be	on	mission	with	our	friends	and	that	you	would	give	us	clarity	and	discernment	to	open	
our	homes	to	people	who	we	can	bring	into	our	homes	and	love,	and	that	we	would	open	our	lives	
in	relationship	to	people	that	can	love	and	help.	Help	us	to	do	better	at	this	as	a	church.	God,	please	
grow	this	church,	not	because	we	want	to	see	numerical	growth	just	for	the	sake	of	having	a	big	
church,	but	we	want	to	see	more	people	come	to	faith	in	Jesus	and	we	know	that’s	a	responsibility	
that	each	of	us	carries—to	take	the	Gospel	into	our	communities,	so	please	help	us	do	that.	We	love	



you	and	we	worship	you	now	by	responding	to	your	Word	and	by	singing	songs	of	praise.	In	Jesus’	
name.





March 5, 2017 
Luke 6: 1-11 
Rob Conti 
 

So, I’m a middle child, which is great. I have a brother who is two years older and then I have 
five years on my younger brother.	If you’ve ever taken a personality test—I’ve probably done three or 
four in my life—one of the things that it will say about the middle child is that they love to mediate and 
bring people together, which I think can be true. But I know that for me, the evil side of that coin is that I 
love to instigate. I love to cause trouble. A lot of you know my younger brother and he’s a good dude, 
and I tortured him. I was pretty hard on him growing up. 

I have one image in my mind that came up a lot while studying this text. There is this one word 
that really brought it to mind. I would get him so worked up to where he would want to physically do 
violence to me and he would come at me. But I had five years on him so I would do this move. Do you 
know that one? I would just grab him by the top of his head and he would do the windmills. He couldn’t 
get me no matter how hard he pushed. I would wait until he was pushing really hard and then I’d just 
step aside and he’d fall. He would get so mad, just out of his mind mad. He didn’t care if I hit him, he 
was just mad. 

The word in our text, at the end of our passage, is where the Pharisees and the scribes were 
furious. It’s a word that conveys that they are out of their minds angry. They are angry with Jesus—and 
it seems like Jesus is the one picking the fight. He is instigating it. It seems like He is intentionally doing 
things to mess with them. Because we have already seen in our time in Luke that Jesus keeps doing 
things, intentionally, on the Sabbath. 

So, turn to Luke 6 and I will read our passage and we will dive in. Luke 6:1, 
 

“On a Sabbath…” 
 
Literally, “one Sabbath during the month”… 
 

“While he was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate some 
heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands. 2 But some of the Pharisees said, “Why are 
you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answered them, “Have 
you not read what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 
how he entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence, which is 
not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to those with him?” 5 And he 
said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

6 On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man 
was there whose right hand was withered. 7 And the scribes and the Pharisees watched 
him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath, so that they might find a reason to 
accuse him. 8 But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered 
hand, “Come and stand here.” And he rose and stood there. 9 And Jesus said to them, “I 
ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy 
it?” 10 And after looking around at them all he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And 
he did so, and his hand was restored. 11 But they were filled with fury and discussed with 
one another what they might do to Jesus.” 
 
It’s the Sabbath and this is a big deal. For us, this could easily be missed, but think in your mind 

through the Gospel stories about how much Jesus did on the Sabbath. Jesus loved the Sabbath. Right? It 
was a big deal for the Jews. In fact, this was one of their most prized commandments to follow, and 



rightfully so. If properly understood, the Sabbath is such a gift from the Lord. The Sabbath was given to 
the Jews to be the best day of the week. One commentator said this, 

 
“For the children of Israel, the Sabbath was the best day of the week. It was the day for worship 
and for resting in the goodness of God. It was a day for ceasing from the labor and toil of the 
workweek. It was also a day for looking forward to the full and final salvation that God would 
provide in Christ.” 
 
This should have been the best day of the week; the day that God instituted in creation. He set 

the pattern for it in creation, when God himself, for six days created and then on the seventh day He 
rested. He ceased from working. Then, in the Law, God lays it down to keep the Sabbath holy. He says 
this in Exodus 20:8-11, 

 
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor, and do all 

your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not 
do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female 
servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh 
day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” 
 
That’s a blessed day. So one huge benefit of it is just physically, mentally, and emotionally; to 

not work and to have the day off. If my math is correct, and don’t check me, but if somebody lived for 
seventy years and obeyed this, he would get ten years of holiday, right? It’s awesome to physically be 
able to rest and be refreshed and to go back and work again. It was given as a day to stop and reflect. It 
would point back to creation and reflect back on how God made the Earth and reflect on God’s 
goodness and His grace. It was given so that they would have to trust in the Lord for everything—for 
their provision—that they wouldn’t be centered on what they could accomplish but that they would 
trust in the Lord. “I’m not going to do anything today except rest, have fellowship, and enjoy and 
worship my God, and go and worship with God’s people.” But there was always more promised in it. It 
was always looking to something greater. It was always pointing to Jesus.  

Here’s what’s tragic. Right in the first verses, 
 

“While he was going through the grainfields, his disciples plucked and ate some 
heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands.” 
 
The Pharisees are apparently with them, right? I don’t know if they jumped out from behind 

some stalks of grain and were like, “Busted! Gotcha!” A lot of times when Scripture will say that Jesus’ 
disciples are with Him, it’s talking about the twelve. But a lot of times it’s talking about a large group of 
people who are following Jesus. I think that these guys were just going everywhere Jesus was going and 
were just waiting for Him to do something that they could accuse Him of. So, they were walking along 
and they were hungry. They were walking through somebody’s field and they plucked some grain, 
rubbed the chaff off, and ate it. It was great. It was not stealing because the Law had made provision for 
it. In fact, in Leviticus, God told farmers to not harvest the edges of the fields but to leave some for the 
poor, and widows, and people just passing through. It was an awesome provision. So, the Pharisees said 
what they were doing was unlawful, not because they were taking the grain but because they were 
doing it on the Sabbath. For these Pharisees and scribes, and now for all of Israel, all the goodness has 
been sucked out of the Sabbath. All the enjoyment, all the rest, all the reflection on the goodness of 
God—to be able to rest in His grace has been robbed from them. 



About two years ago I bought a trampoline for my kids. I put it in my front yard and it looks 
great. My kids love it. Every once in a while I have to threaten them like, “If you don’t go play on the 
trampoline I’m going to get rid of it,” but for the most part I don’t have to tell them that. They just love 
the trampoline and I got it for them to enjoy. I bought it for them to play on. There are some rules but 
not many. It’s like ‘no open blades’ and—that’s the only rule. Other than that, enjoy it. “This is for you. I 
got this for you. We don’t have you so we can have a trampoline, we have a trampoline because we had 
you. So enjoy it.” But imagine if somebody came over while my kids were playing and this person 
starting imposing all these rules on them like, “Hey, whoa, you can just jump one at a time. And no butt-
drops. No popcorn. No flips. You will jump up and down with your arms by your side three times, 
wearing a helmet, and then it’s the next person’s turn.” No, that would destroy the purpose of the 
trampoline. I’d say, “Hey, man, those are my kids and that’s my trampoline. I bought it,” then I would 
want to restore my own rules. How messed up would that be? 

But that’s what they were doing with the Law; not just with the Sabbath but with the Law. These 
guys came along and they didn’t understand the heart of God, because they didn’t understand who God 
was, and because they didn’t understand what we read earlier, that Yahweh is a God who is gracious, 
and merciful, and steadfast in His love, who forgives sin, and loves people, and is full of mercy. They 
didn’t understand the heart of God and they misapplied the Law all over the place. They just started 
adding to it and they got crazy with the Sabbath. 

So, what they are calling the boys out for is that they are saying that when the disciples picked 
the grain that they were ‘harvesting.’ They said that they were working on the Sabbath. It’s crazy. But 
Jesus responds to this and it’s fascinating. In my mind, if somebody said, “You realize that you are 
working on the Sabbath? You shouldn’t be jumping on the trampoline with your kids.” It’s like they 
wanted the Sabbath to be like the mannequin challenge all day long. Don’t move, just everyone freeze. 
Don’t do anything. So, Jesus responds but He doesn’t do it in the way I’d think He would. The way I 
would respond is, “You guys have it all wrong. You are a bunch of legalists and you are adding to the 
Law. All God said was to work six days and on the seventh don’t work. Rest, worship, and enjoy.” Later 
on, in Exodus, He says, “Don’t kindle a fire.” That’s not because God didn’t want them to be warm but 
He was using it as an example to say, “Don’t go crazy with household chores.” Enjoy the day and rest. 
It’s a gift from the Lord. So, we think that Jesus would jump right into correcting their view of the 
Sabbath but listen to what He says, because it takes a turn that’s unexpected. 

 
“And Jesus answered them, “Have you not read what David did when he was 

hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 how he entered the house of God and took 
and ate the bread of the Presence, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and 
also gave it to those with him?” 5 And he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the 
Sabbath.” 
 
It sounds crazy because Jesus points to an account of David, in 1 Samuel 21, when David is on 

the run from Saul to be the next king. God has rejected Saul but Saul is still in power. He hates David, 
He’s jealous of David, and he wants to kill David, so David and his mighty men are on the run. David is 
not going to actively take the throne from Saul; he’s going to let God work that out, so they are on the 
run. So, the king-to-be, the rightful king and his men are traveling, and they are hungry, and they need 
something to eat. They go to the Tabernacle and the priest of Nob and David says to him, “We need 
food. My men are hungry and we need food.” Then the priest says, “Man, I don’t have any common 
bread. All I have is the bread of the Presence, the Showbread, that only the priests are allowed to eat.” 
But what happens is that this priest recognizes that God is a God of mercy and grace. Is the Law right, 
and good, and true? Yes. But the immediate, human need is going to be met, and Jesus points to this 
and upholds it as good. The king came, and the king and his men had a need, and that superseded the 



technicality of the Law, so they took the bread and they ate it. Jesus uses this example and says, “Have 
you not read….,” which is awesome because you know that they had read. Jesus is just grabbing them by 
the head and saying, “Come on, take your best shot.” Right? “Have you guys not read about David?” 
What is he doing? The rightful king and his men are traveling. David hasn’t visibly taken the throne yet 
but they have a need. You have Jesus, the King of Kings, the heir of David, the rightful King, and He and 
His men are traveling and they have a need. So Jesus is pointing to David’s example and says, “You will 
accept that because you know that David was the king, so an exception was made and mercy was 
shown.” And Jesus is saying, “How much greater is this because I am here.” Here is what Jesus says—this 
is awesome, 

 
“And he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

 
“You don’t have a problem with David eating the showbread but you’re going to make up a 

bunch of rules about the Sabbath and get on me for my boys eating some grain? You need to know this 
about the Sabbath—I’m the Lord of it, the Son of Man.” He’s taking that name from Daniel 7 and this is 
the first time Luke uses it—the title that shows that Jesus is God, that He’s the Messiah, and that the 
Messiah is God. He’s the Ancient of Days. And Jesus says, “I want you to know that the Messiah, the Son 
of Man, that God is the Lord of the Sabbath.” What’s Jesus saying? He’s saying, “You want to come here 
with your little rules? Let me tell you something—I’m the God who created in six days and then rested. I 
set the pattern for all of humanity.” Jesus said, “I’m the God that thundered from Mount Sinai and said, 
‘You will work six days but the seventh day is to be holy.’ I’m blessing this day for you.’” He’s saying, 
“These are my kids and this is my trampoline. Take your fun-sucking rules and get out of here.” He’s 
saying, “I’m the Lord of the Sabbath.” They are left speechless. If they did respond, Luke is gracious in 
not counting it against them. He doesn’t tell us except they are left speechless. 

So the next story is, 
 

“On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was teaching, and a man 
was there whose right hand was withered. 7 And the scribes and the Pharisees watched 
him, to see whether he would heal on the Sabbath.” 
 
There is so much irony here. God institutes a day of rest and on a simple level it’s just ‘don’t 

work.’ One day a week you should not work. You should rest. Dedicate that day to worship and to 
fellowship. But there is so much more to it. It’s pointing to something greater and bigger than they could 
have understood. The irony is that for these scribes and Pharisees, they are taking what was meant to 
be a day of rest to relax in the grace of God and they make it a day of work. Not physically—you couldn’t 
do anything. They made it a day of work by making it this legalistic requirement to have the favor of 
God. They made it salvation by works. And Jesus is going to totally redeem this picture for us. He’s going 
to give us back the Sabbath but better than we have ever had it before. 

So they were watching to see what Jesus was going to do with this guy with the withered hand. 
They are looking for a reason to find fault with Him and to accuse Him. 

 
“But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered hand, 

‘Come and stand here.’” 
 
Jesus calls this man out to stand in the middle of everybody. 
 

“And Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you,…’” 
 



He looks right at the scribes and Pharisees, and He points to them, and He says, “I’m asking 
you…” 

 
‘Is it lawful…..?’” 
 
He’s like, “Alright, law dogs, y’all tell me. This is your arena. This is what you are experts in. This 

is what you’ve dedicated your whole life to. It’s the Law, so y’all tell me this.” 
 

“Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to destroy 
it?” 
 
Here’s a man with a withered hand and the Jews had all these laws. There was crazy stuff like 

you couldn’t drag a stick through the dirt because that was considered plowing. But they made some 
concessions. They said that you could help somebody if they were going to die. If they would die if you 
didn’t intervene then you could help. You could deliver a baby. Great. Was that a debate? “I’m sorry, 
ma’am, it’s still four hours until sundown.” I know the laws that my wife was worried about upholding 
the least when she was in labor was anything about the Sabbath.  

So, this guy is clearly not about to die. His hand is withered. Whether it was arthritic, or he had 
an accident at some point, or he had a birth defect, he couldn’t use his hand. And Jesus asks these 
Pharisees a question, “Tell me if it’s lawful to destroy life or to save life.” The ‘save life’ part I get 
because this is going to be an awesome, beautiful picture of salvation. But I never really thought about 
the destroy life part. But what is Jesus doing? He’s reading their thoughts. He’s inside their heads. What 
life do they want to destroy? Not the man with the withered hand; they want to kill Jesus. He is reading 
their thoughts and they are looking for Jesus to mess up by healing somebody on the Sabbath and He 
just puts it back on them. “Tell me what’s lawful. Tell me who the good guy is here. Tell me who the bad 
guy is here. What’s better? The murder in your heart because you hate me so much that you want me 
dead and you are looking for a way to have me killed? Is that better? Is that lawful? Does that honor 
God? Or is it better to save life and to heal this man?” 

In Matthew’s account of this incident he quotes Jesus saying that God desires mercy. He quotes 
Hosea 6:6, which says this, 

 
“For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
    the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” 

 
He’s saying, “You guys missed it. The reason why you keep messing up the Sabbath and the 

reason why you mishandled the Law is because you don’t know the heart of God.” Tragically, these men 
had their hearts hardened even more. 

Turn back to Luke 2. Simeon was giving this prophecy and he was talking to Mary. Verse 34, 
 

“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a 
sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 
be revealed.” 
 
Jesus is fulfilling this. He is revealing their hearts. Jesus is for salvation. Jesus came to seek and 

to save the lost. But those who reject Him, those who try to earn their own salvation, fall. 
Jesus tells this man, “Stretch out your hand.” Right? We never think about it in this context but if 

anyone else had said that to this man it would have been cruel. “Hey, buddy, aren’t you going to shake 



my hand?” That would be cruel. Why? He can’t do it. Jesus tells this man to do what he does not have 
the power to do. He can’t straighten his hand. It doesn’t work. But Jesus is showing that He is Lord of the 
Sabbath and that He is the God of creation, and that He is the Messiah, and that He did come to seek 
and to save the lost, and to fulfill the prophesies that have already been given. When Jesus reads from 
Isaiah that He is coming to heal people, to give sight to the blind, to free the oppressed, He is doing that 
when He says, “Stretch out your hand.” The man does it. He didn’t have the power to do it. Jesus’ shows 
His sovereign power by His spoken word and the man’s hand is restored in full. It’s such a picture of 
salvation. Jesus tells us to do what we don’t have the power to do. Repent, believe, follow—we don’t 
have the power to do that. We are spiritually dead. We are slaves to our sin and we can’t think right 
about God, or think right about ourselves, or view the world right. We can’t follow Jesus. We can’t 
muster up faith that would take a dead soul and make it alive. We can’t do that. But just like Levi, who 
we saw last week, when the Word of God is proclaimed—Jesus says, “Stretch out your hand,” and He 
says to us, “Repent and believe.” His word is spoken and we receive it, then we can obey it. Man, that’s 
how He has rescued us. 

So, Jesus heals this man on the Sabbath and they are filled with fury because it becomes 
evident. When you miss the heart of God, when you misunderstand who God is, there is no compassion 
for people. Jesus is showing that when you know the heart of God—Jesus is so faithful to the Sabbath—
every time we see Him on the Sabbath He is worshipping and He is meeting people’s needs. That is the 
point of the Sabbath. Jesus is doing it and we are supposed to follow Him. We are supposed to be like 
Him. Jesus is doing it. He is worshipping and He is meeting people’s needs, and what the Pharisees didn’t 
understand is that you can’t do one without the other. You can’t worship God and withhold compassion 
and mercy from somebody. You can’t be indifferent to the man who is suffering while you praise God. It 
doesn’t work. It’s not real. And you can’t meet people’s deepest needs if you don’t worship God for who 
He is. You don’t realize that He is a God of steadfast love, and loyalty, and faithfulness, who shows 
mercy and grace to thousands, upon thousands, upon thousands. When you know the heart of God, and 
He speaks to your soul, and you receive it, He says, “Repent and believe,” and by His sovereign authority 
He makes you alive, and you respond in obedience, and you say, “I repent. I confess that I’m evil and I’m 
sinful, and I trust in the life, the death, and the resurrection of Jesus,” you are able to obey. What that 
obedience is going to look like is compassion, and mercy, and grace for other people—to see people’s 
greatest need and to be motivated to meet it; not to find loopholes, and reasons, and excuses why you 
don’t get involved. 

That’s where this study punches me right between the eyes. Up until then I’m good with it all. 
Those Pharisees, those scribes, those bad guys—but then I realize the huge lesson is that I’m to follow 
Jesus. I’m to be like Jesus, and if I really know His grace and His mercy I will extend it to others. I’ll read 
from Luke 11:46 and 52. 

 
“And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens hard 

to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers….52 Woe 
to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter 
yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.” 
 
They heap up these rules, and they heap up these laws, and all they do is with their false view of 

God, and their false view of Jesus, their false view of the Messiah, they, themselves, don’t get it—they, 
themselves don’t get to enter the rest. They don’t really understand Sabbath and they keep people from 
it. 

I alluded to it earlier. The Sabbath is awesome. It’s a day of rest and you take the day off. Rest—
we should do this. We were designed for it. It’s how our bodies were made. It’s how God created the 
world. We should take a day to rest, a day to worship, to focus on the grace of God and have fellowship. 



But there’s more. The reason Jesus keeps healing on the Sabbath is that He is preaching a sermon about 
a greater Sabbath. 

Turn to Hebrews 4. Here, the writer of Hebrews is highlighting faith and saying we are rescued 
by faith. He gives us an example of the Jews in the wilderness and says how they didn’t get to enter the 
rest of God because of unbelief. They didn’t believe God, so they didn’t trust God, so they didn’t obey 
God, so they didn’t get to enter His rest. He says this in chapter 4:1, 

 
“Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any 

of you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, 
but the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith 
with those who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, 

 
“As I swore in my wrath, 
‘They shall not enter my rest,” 
 
although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For he has 

somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day 
from all his works.” 5 And again in this passage he said, 

 
“They shall not enter my rest.” 

 
Here, the principle of rest, the principle of the Sabbath, for the Jews was the Promised Land. 

They had been wandering in the wilderness and God was going to bring them into the Promised Land 
and they were going to rest. But because they didn’t have faith they didn’t get to go in. Because of 
unbelief they died in the wilderness. Then Joshua led the next generation into the land. 

Verse 6, 
 

“Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received 
the good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, 
‘Today,’ saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, 

 
‘Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts.’ 
 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day 

later on.” 
 
So, Joshua took the next generation into the land so they would have rest. But they don’t. They 

don’t. On the physical side, they never completely kick everyone out of the land. What the writer of 
Hebrews is saying is that the reason David said that there was still a rest to enter is because the land 
itself was still just another picture of a greater rest, a greater Sabbath. There is something else being 
pointed to. 

Verse 9, 
 

“So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has 
entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 

 



11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same 
sort of disobedience.” 
 
We have entered that rest by faith. There is this rest that went beyond land, and what he is 

pointing to is the rest that we have in Jesus, where we cease from work like God ceased from work on 
day seven. It’s this picture—it’s this promise. It is this rest that, if you are a Christian, you have entered. 
You are not earning salvation. You have been set free from working out your own salvation in the sense 
of earning God’s favor, earning forgiveness, earning His love, earning your position in Heaven. We have 
ceased from that. There is rest in Christ. Why? Because Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath and Jesus kept it all. 
Jesus earned it. Jesus obeyed perfectly. Jesus understood the heart of God and Jesus understood how to 
apply the Law because He gave the Law. He understands the grace and the mercy. That’s why He came. 
That’s why He obeyed. That’s why He laid down His life. 

One of the things that Jesus is doing with these Pharisees and scribes is that He is going to 
restore this picture of Sabbath. He is going to open it up for us to understand that this isn’t just about 
resting on one day a week; this is about understanding that for all of eternity we will enter into the rest 
of God, where we are not earning salvation, we are not earning our keep, but we are there because of 
the finished, and complete, and perfect work of Jesus, and we receive that by faith and by trust. Jesus 
sovereignly says, “Receive,” and what was impossible for us to grasp He then gives us the ability to hold. 
He is pointing at these men and saying, “You tell me, what’s lawful, to save life or destroy it?” Why does 
He keep picking these fights with these guys? He is using the opportunity to teach us about Sabbath. But 
He is also doing this—He is laying down His life. He knows their thoughts. He knows that their hearts are 
just going to get harder. He knows that with every confrontation that He is laying the path that leads to 
Calvary, because always, for Jesus, the cross is in view. The cross is always in view in everything He does. 
He’s doing a lot while also upholding the world by the word of His power. He’s busy but He’s got it. He’s 
going to the cross, but just as the cross is always in view, glory is always in view. For us, there would be 
no glory and there would be no eternal rest, no eternal Sabbath of worshipping our God, fellowshipping 
with one another, and enjoying His presence—there would be none of that without the cross. So Jesus is 
provoking these guys; not because He’s a bully but because that’s the way to the cross. Because they are 
going to betray Him. They are going to figure out how to have Him put to death because Jesus is 
sovereignly laying down His life. 

So these are some questions I asked myself. If we have entered this rest by faith, if we have 
received that, if we have received the grace and mercy that we don’t have to earn our salvation, but it’s 
been freely given—the writer of Hebrews says that then we strive to enter that rest. We have received 
the rest and we are striving to enter it. What’s he saying? We have received it, it’s ours, but there is 
more to come, so work hard. Work hard. This is where “work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling”65 comes in. God has given you this rest. You don’t have to earn His favor—you have it in 
Jesus. You don’t have to earn His love—you have it in Jesus. You don’t have to earn forgiveness—you 
have it in Jesus. So then pour yourself out like Jesus. Extend that grace, and that mercy, and that love to 
those who don’t have it, who are under a huge burden and weight of thinking they have to figure it out 
on their own, who are under a huge burden and weight of addiction, who are under a burden and 
weight of false religion and self-righteous accomplishments. Man, lift that burden. Don’t be like the 
Pharisees. Here’s the good news. If you are a Christian you are not. You are not, because the Spirit of 
God lives in you. Because you have seen His grace and mercy you will extend it.  

I ask myself these questions. Do I avoid getting involved in people’s lives who desperately need 
to know the mercy of God? We are surrounded by people with withered souls. Do I secretly think that 
they are getting what they deserve for the choices that they have made? Do I secretly look down on 

                                                             
65 Philippians 2:12 



people who stink of stale beer, or weed, or meth? Do I look at them with disgust when I pass them at 
Ingles? Do I secretly think there is no hope for them or am I following Jesus? Am I motivated by the 
grace and mercy that I have received and am I extending that same grace and mercy? That convicts me 
but that’s a good thing. If those questions convict us it’s because we are sons and daughters of God and 
He won’t let us be. We follow Him. He’s going to finish the work He started in us. 

This is a quote from a guy named Phil Ryken66. He says, 
 
“The problem with the Pharisees was not simply that they were too strict. Their problem was 
that they did not understand the true, inward purpose of the Law, which demands love for God 
and love for our neighbor. Because they did not understand this, they did not know how to apply 
the Law properly the way Jesus did. We are warned by their poor example not to use the 
Sabbath to avoid showing mercy or to use our own ideas about how to live as an excuse for not 
doing what God requires.” 
 
I’ll remind us from Micah 6:8, 
 

“He has told you, O man, what is good; 
    and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God?” 

 
Pray with me. 
 
Lord Jesus, God, you are Lord of the Sabbath and you have entered through your cross, through 

your righteous life, and your sacrificial death, and you opened a rest for us, a Sabbath for us, that we 
couldn’t gain on our own. You free us from toil and labor and you free us from sin. Lord, we worship you 
for it. I pray that you would strengthen us and encourage us, and equip us to be a faithful church that 
would extend the same grace and mercy to people around us. God, I pray that you would save people 
tonight and that in your sovereign grace, as your Word has been spoken, and as your Word has been 
read, that you would call them to repentance and faith, and that what they cannot do for themselves 
that you would do it by the power of your Holy Spirit. Rescue them and save them. Lord Jesus, we love 
you and we need you. In Christ’s name.

                                                             
66 Philip Graham Ryken is the eighth and current president of Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois. 
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I spend a lot of time in hotels and one of my favorite genre of shows to watch, especially when 
my oldest daughter, Kilby, is with me, is cold case files and true crime. I love watching those shows when 
they go back and interview the original detective. He’s usually older with a really nice mustache and he 
talks to them about the crime that happened back in the 80’s when they didn’t have DNA evidence. But 
now we do so they go back and piece this stuff together. What you end up with is this really cool story 
where they piece the crime together, and they figure out what went on, and they solve the crime. They 
have evidence now that helps them look back and understand and piece things together from back then. 

The Book of Luke is kind of like that. You look back at the story of Jesus, and the Gospel, and His 
life on Earth. Jesus spent about thirty-three years on planet Earth and about the last three of those years 
are what we would call His public ministry. And for the next few decades after He was on Earth, people 
were piecing together the story and what inevitably happened is a lot of folklore sprung up, like a lot of 
superstition and other religions. Did you know that even within a few decades of Jesus leaving the Earth 
that there were already religions that sprung up that were basically just alterations or distortions of the 
true Christian faith and Gospel? There are times when Paul would write to different church groups and 
he would instruct them that certain of their teachings were wrong. At one point, he says to a group of 
people in a church in Galatia, “Listen, if an angel shows up, an actual angel, and says, ‘Here’s the truth 
that God has revealed to me’….Listen…if an angel shows up and says that to you…then let that angel be 
accursed,” because the Gospel is complete as Jesus gave it to us. So, within the first century all these 
religions were springing up. 

One thing people were trying to do is capitalize on the Christian faith. You see this in a micro 
way in our culture. A guy gave me this coffee mug this weekend. He has done this cool paint job on it. 
Do you know what brand of coffee mug this is? Does anyone know? Yeti is a real popular mug that has 
come out and they are real expensive. If this mug wasn’t painted would it look like a Yeti? Well, it’s not; 
it’s a knockoff brand. It costs eight bucks, I think. What happens is when someone comes along with a 
really good marketing idea, maybe they produce a really good product, and maybe that product is 
actually really effective and worth the money, really smart people say, “What if we make a product that 
costs a half, to a third, to a quarter of what that product costs, and it looks the same, and basically 
performs the same function, and put that product out? I bet we can make it cheaper and sell it for a 
bigger profit margin.” You see that happen all the time. Make sense? We see that happen all the time. 

Years ago, when the little rubber bracelets came out, I don’t know what the first little elastic 
bracelets were. I think maybe it was LiveStrong. If I’m not mistaken, that empire got a little shaken. But 
then all of a sudden you saw those little rubber bracelets everywhere. You can see them for pretty much 
anything and everything, from sports teams to different causes, to different fights against illnesses, and 
things like that. Because when people see something work they are going to try to replicate it or 
duplicate it. But there is this old saying, “Often imitated—never duplicated.” I don’t know what that 
slogan was originally attached to but I think we could probably attach it to Christianity because people 
have been trying to mimic and imitate the Christian Gospel since the first century. There are different 
spin-off ideas, and religions, and schools of thought. 

We could look at the Bible as a whole and if we went all the way back to the beginning of time, 
we would see a lot of pagan religions that, before Jesus ever came into the world, taught that there was 
a virgin birth. Did you know that? There were religions that existed five-hundred years before Jesus that 
said that there was a god or goddess that had a virgin birth and gave birth to a child, and they will say 
that Christianity borrowed from or stole from these other religions. But we know that the story of the 
Gospel, particularly something like the virgin birth, has its roots long before the actual events. It has its 



roots in prophecy. So, when someone says, “But someone else came along and preached that,” well 
sure, they tried to fulfil the biblical prophecy, but when God gives us prophecy in Scripture that 
prophecy always has really clear distinctives, so we can measure the prophecy against the actual events 
and what we end up with is, “Is it authentic or is it actually a fake?” You can sort of determine what’s 
true and what’s false based on those prophecies. 

For instance, the prophet Isaiah talked about the virgin birth long before Jesus came into the 
world. In a sort of immediate context he reference Israel and in a future context, in Isaiah 7, he 
referenced a woman giving birth to a son who would be called “God with us.” Because, when Jesus 
came into the world He was actually God physically becoming human. He’s the second person of the 
Trinity. That was prophesied long before Jesus came into the world. 

So, one of the things that good investigation does is it says, “Let’s look at the facts, and let’s look 
at what’s true, and let’s measure that against what, by investigation, we find to be not true, and let’s 
determine if what we have is a true account or not.” I remember when I was growing up that there was 
a bridge where you had to drive all the way into downtown Asheville. Kids from all over Western North 
Carolina would drive down there but they have since torn it down. There was a rumor that a lady named 
Helen hanged herself off of this bridge. It was way up on the mountain that overlooks the city of 
Asheville and there was this little bridge. You couldn’t drive over it because that road was abandoned 
years ago but you could drive up and the rumor was that you could pull up under this bridge and scream 
Helen’s name three times and your car would roll backwards and her apparition would appear. As a kid, 
did you have some kind of ghost story like that? People were scared to go up there but when I heard 
about it I was like, “We should go see if this is true,” because I’ve always been fairly skeptical. I’m just a 
skeptical person by nature. So, me and some buddies drove up there and it turns out that Helen’s 
apparition doesn’t actually appear on the bridge. Isn’t that crazy? The car didn’t roll backwards and I 
wasn’t really even freaked out. We were just up on the side of a beautiful mountain on a starry night. I 
thought, you know a lot of this is just in your head that it’s scary, and spooky, and dark. It’s interesting 
that in the right context you say that it’s dark, and it’s clear, and the stars are out, and it’s beautiful. It 
changes depending on what your mindset is or what’s going on at the time. I remember walking away 
that night and driving away, going, “That’s kind of a bummer. Helen’s not even real. I wonder if she ever 
even existed.” The most that I looked into that and tried to research it I learned that there was never 
anyone named Helen and that somebody made the story up. 

Well, in the first century after Jesus was on the Earth, rumor sprung up, lies sprang up, false 
religions sprang up, and governments tried to take over the Christian faith and tried to profit off of it. By 
the third century, Christianity had been kind of hijacked by the Roman Empire and by an Emperor 
named Constantine. He said, “Here’s what we are going to do. We are going to take control of this 
religion because for the last three centuries it has spread like wildfire.” What had happened initially was 
that the Church was persecuted, and when the Church was persecuted the Church exploded in growth, 
because when you squeeze Christianity it grows. It’s kind of like when you squeeze grapes; you get 
goodness out of the grapes. You get grape juice if you are from a Baptist background. You get wine if 
you were Methodist growing up. At Red Oak you can take your pick; it’s really awesome. We are a good 
church. Certain things, when you squeeze them you get something good out of them. Other things, 
when you squeeze it you don’t get anything out of it but rather you crush or destroy it. 

So, the Christian faith has stood the test of time all the way back to the first century, and one of 
the reasons it has stood the test of time is because of what we are going to read tonight. God raised up 
these twelve men called Apostles and then He empowered these Apostles to do great things, and great 
work, and to establish this Church, called the Christian Church, that is still growing today. So, what Luke 
did is that he recorded it all through investigative reporting. He went from town to town, and city to city, 
and person to person, and he documented eyewitness accounts of what happened at the time of Jesus’ 
life. Luke then gives us this recording and here’s what’s interesting as we get into this text tonight. Luke 



gives us this record of events, this report, at a time when the people he interviewed were still living from 
the time of Christ. Think of the significance of this—the eyewitnesses were still alive. 

I’ll give you an example of a religion that falls apart if you try to put it against that same type of 
scrutiny. Islam—for the most part the historical documentation of the life of Mohammad and the 
writing of the Koran was all put together some time after Mohammad’s death by a disciple. We can’t 
really trust that because there was nobody living who could verify those facts. We know that we can’t 
trust it anyway because we know that at the root of that religion there is really strong demonic 
influence. 

But with the Christian faith what we have is very, very unique validity. Listen—don’t miss this—
as Christians we accept it by faith. We don’t want to remove the fact that faith is the element—“by 
grace you are saved through faith.” It’s not, “By grace you are saved through investigative reporting that 
leads to proof of the resurrection and therefore the debate is won and so you believe.” It’s just faith. But 
for some people the validity of the resurrection or the validity of the Apostle’s lives led them to put their 
faith in Jesus for salvation. So, apologetics, or the defense of the faith, or historically defending what 
happened is actually really valuable and really important. So, Luke has done us a great service by 
recording these events and saying, “Here, read this for yourself. I interviewed these people and you can 
go ask them. They are still alive.” Some of these were Roman officials. We will see at the end of Luke 7 
and the beginning of Luke 8 that there were actually people who were of the household of the Roman 
king at the time who were disciples of Jesus and they were interviewed. So, the consequences were high 
if somebody said, “Yes, I’m going to follow Jesus,” if the government was saying, “We will kill you for 
doing that.” 

We have this really strong investigative report and at the hub of it are these twelve men called 
disciples who would later on be called Apostles. Now, here is what an Apostle is. A disciple is a Christ-
follower, someone who follows after Jesus by listening to Him, receiving His Word, and acting in 
obedience. We saw that in the first calling of disciples and that’s going to be the thing that’s ongoing 
throughout the life of a believer. There’s a bit of a difference to what an Apostle is so we want to unpack 
that tonight. 

So, let’s read Luke 6:12-19, 
 

“In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued in 
prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from them 
twelve, whom he named apostles.” 
 
Let’s stop right there and make the first observation. Jesus would oftentimes go out and spend 

time in prayer before the Father. I think that if most of us took a minute and evaluated our own lives our 
prayer life is one of the areas of our Christian life that is weakest. I know that for me that would be true. 
In fact, if you are going to have quiet time, and you are going to open God’s Word and read it, and you 
study it, what is going to happen is that you are going to enjoy the study of the Word of God and maybe 
not feel compelled to spend that same amount of time in prayer. 

I remember when I was a young man, when Little and I had first gotten married, we started 
going to this YMCA to exercise. We would go and we enjoyed all manner of exercise. We would get on 
the machines and we lifted weights, and if we lifted weights we wanted to do as much for our legs as we 
did for our arms. Sometimes we would play basketball in the gym and sometimes we would get in the 
swimming pool. But I remember that there were these guys who would walk into the weight room and 
they would do this exercise called curls. They would stand right in front of the mirror and they would 
pump up their biceps. Why would they do that? Because if you get that pumped up good enough it looks 
really impressive to the girls. So we would say, “Curls are for the girls.” They’d make those arms look 
good. They’d also lie down and do the bench press but all of their weightlifting was done from the waist 



up. Why? Because nobody is really looking at your knees and thighs. You are wearing pants and nobody 
is really looking. You might need a large shirt but you wear a ‘medium’ and you walk around with your 
chest bowed out like this. So, what happens is that they are lopsided in the way that they are 
approaching fitness. 

I think that a lot of us are lopsided in the way that we approach the spiritual disciplines and 
Christian growth. We spend time in the Word, we spend time meditating on it, we read, we write, we 
journal. Maybe you read commentaries or you really study doctrine and biblical truth. But probably 
most of us don’t spend the time that we need to in prayer, which is actually the foundation. That would 
be the foundation or the core of what we do because that’s time spent with God. Prayer enables us to 
interpret Scripture more effectively and more faithfully. Because anybody can read the Bible but not just 
anybody can pray to God. Let me say that again—any human can read the Word of God but you cannot 
pray to God except through Jesus who is the mediator between man and God. So, prayer, in one sense, 
is a more critical component of the Christian life than say reading the Bible, because it is so 
foundational. In fact, for all of us coming to faith in Jesus, the initial moment of coming to faith and 
receiving the Gospel, and becoming a Christian, was an act of prayer where we cried out to God and we 
said things to God in acceptance. 

So, prayer is very critical and Jesus exampled this for us because throughout His life He prayed 
all the time. He was praying all the time. He would pray and talk to the Father and speak to God. So He is 
doing that in these verses and here is what He is doing specifically. It says that He goes out onto a 
mountain to pray, so He is going to a remote place. This is important. You can pray in your car and there 
is nothing wrong with that. I talked to some guys this weekend at our Men’s Conference and they were 
driving two hours each way to work. It was about an hour drive but if traffic was bad they said that it 
wasn’t uncommon to drive two hours. One guy said that some days he spent four hours in the car. Is 
that a good time to pray? Yeah. Turn the radio off, no podcasts, and talk to God for a while. That’s 
awesome. But one thing Jesus showed us is that there were times when He would specifically go out 
into a remote place, usually on a mountain, and He would spend time in prayer there. We should learn 
from that example. Part of our Christian life, day to day and week to week, there should be time when 
we spend moments, and minutes, and hours, and maybe even days at a time alone with the Lord, when 
we are reflecting on His Word and spending time in prayer. 

This is particularly important when you are looking to make a big decision in life. Maybe you 
have a big job change coming up or you are praying about family planning. “Do we adopt? Should we 
see a fertility doctor because we can’t have a kid? Should we start the adoption process? Should we 
become foster parents? Should we give up this job that pays more for this job that pays less?” Those are 
things that require specific, focused prayer, so we should spend time in prayer. But what Jesus is doing 
here is making a major spiritual decision. He’s getting ready to name His twelve Apostles, His twelve 
disciples who are going to be His key guys that He builds His Church on. So He goes to God with this big 
spiritual decision and He spends some time in prayer. He probably spends about ten hours praying to 
God, because He does it all night until daybreak comes. It was ten to twelve hours of just praying to the 
Father, and He’s praying because it’s such a big, important decision. If Jesus needed to pray, do we need 
to pray, Red Oak? Yeah. Does prayer need to be a part of my life every day? Yeah? Does it need to be a 
part of your life every day? Yeah. Does it need to be a part of your life when you are making major 
decisions? Yeah, absolutely. 

Who you are going to marry—you should probably pray about that. “I was going to pray about it 
but then I decided that it’s not that big of a deal.” It’s a big deal. I’ll go ahead and tell you that it’s a big 
deal. You should pray about that. Where you are going to go to college, young people, pray about it. 
Now, here is what you will find sometimes. Sometimes God answers prayer by giving you a very specific 
direction. I know for a fact that God told me to marry Little. I know that for a fact. I was a young, brand 
new Christian. I know for a fact that God told me to marry Little. I know for a fact that God told me to 



start Snowbird Outfitters. I know for a fact that God told me, with a group of people, to start Red Oak 
Church. Those are specific prayers answered. But I also know that there are times in my life where I just 
acted on my desires. It was not like a great revealing of God’s will to me. So, sometimes God speaks 
specifically and other times God blesses what you want to do. “Do we live in North Carolina or do we 
live in Florida? Do I become a missionary? Do I go to India or do I go to Thailand? Do I go to Uganda, 
Germany, or Western Europe?” It could be that there are times in your life where if you are walking with 
the Lord and spending time in His Word and you are daily in prayer that decisions get made that don’t 
require a ton of heavy prayer for that specific decision. God just acts through your desires. Does that 
make sense to you? That’s going to happen. Most of us can probably give examples of when that’s 
happened in our lives. Other times you are going to need to pray for God to give you very specific 
direction in your life.  

So, Jesus is praying for specific direction in the naming of His Apostles. Now, the difference 
between a disciple and an Apostle is this. All of us are disciples but none of us are capital “A” Apostles. I 
was recently driving through the city of Atlanta, and I was on the east side of the city on the perimeter 
highway and there was this big billboard, and it had a picture of this dude who is a pastor and his name 
was Apostle So-and-so. Now, there is definitely in our time a small “a” apostle. The idea of an apostle in 
our day would be someone who starts something; people who are very apostolic and who start 
ministries, or missionary works, or churches. We could say that they are apostles. But in this context, 
when it says in verse 13, “He chose from them twelve who He named apostles,” what we know will 
eventually happen is that these twelve men will have a very critical role in the building of the Church 
and the establishing of Christianity. Those Apostles possessed what is called apostolic authority. That 
means they had a certain authority that was only bestowed on a few people. So, when someone says to 
you, “I’m like Peter. You know how Peter was an Apostle? I’m an Apostle,” well, they are not like Peter 
in that sense. Because Peter was a capital “A” Apostle and here’s what that meant. He was an 
eyewitness to the resurrection. In Acts 1, we see who the Apostles are in a similar list to the one we are 
going to read in Luke 1. Here’s what it says in Acts 1. We read it in our call to worship tonight, Acts 1:12-
14, 

 
“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey away. 13 And when they had entered, they went up 
to the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon 
the Zealot and Judas the son of James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting 
themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers.” 
 
That’s our list of Apostles. Now, we know that a man named Matthias was named to replace 

Judas the traitor, and those twelve men were the capital “A” Apostles with apostolic authority. Then, 
those men that they directly discipled would also carry an authoritative voice in the early Church. 

So, Jesus is naming these men and He is going to use them to build His Church. He spends the 
whole night in prayer and He comes down and chooses these twelve out of a lot of people who are 
following Him. There were a lot of disciples and then He had a core group. We know that at the end 
there were about a hundred and twenty disciples who were with Him, so about one in ten were chosen 
for this group. This is the ten percent elite who are Jesus’ inner circle. This would be like if you took a big 
section of the population and you narrowed them down to a small section and then out of that small 
section you chose ten percent. That’s who we are talking about. You had all of these people who were 
following Jesus to some degree and then you narrowed them down to some really faithful disciples; we 
don’t know exactly how many, we just know that in the end there were a hundred and twenty really 



faithful disciples there with Jesus. Then, out of that one hundred twenty He named these ten. It was a 
very elite group of people and here is what we can understand about them, after we read their names. 

Verse 14, 
 

“Simon, whom he named Peter…” 
 
We’ve already seen his conversion in our study of Luke. 
 

“…and Andrew his brother, and James and John…” 
 
We’ve seen all their conversions in chapter 5. 
 

“…Philip and Bartholomew…” 
 
It’s hard to find much about Bartholomew. In these lists is the only time we ever read about 

him. We read about Philip in some other places. Matthew, in verse 15, is Levi who we studied a couple 
of weeks ago. He was a tax collector, we do know that. 

 
“…and Thomas…” 

 
Thomas is the one who gets the bad rap for being a doubter. Have you ever heard of a 

“Doubting Thomas”? It’s kind of like when someone is a traitor in this country they will be referred to as 
a Benedict. They are talking about Benedict Arnold who was a traitor in the Revolutionary War. Thomas 
kind of gets that rap. But did you ever just have a bad day? Have you ever had just a really bad day and 
you met someone on that day and you thought, “Man, I hope they don’t judge me based on the way I 
acted in that situation”? Thomas had a bad day and for all of history he has sort of been defined by that 
bad day. But Thomas went on and became a great Gospel preacher who died for the faith. Thomas just 
questioned the validity of the resurrection. He saw some crazy stuff happen and was a little bit shaken 
up. He was like, “If I’m going to get my head chopped off for this then I’d like to at least see Jesus. If I 
could touch the nail holes that would just be reassuring for me.” Then everyone has made fun of 
Thomas ever since. It’s become a household word like, “You don’t believe what I’m saying? What are 
you, a Doubting Thomas?” Give the guy a break okay. He saw Jesus lose nine quarts of blood. He bled 
out, and died, and they put Him in the ground. Thomas was a little bit rattled. The Romans were walking 
around with swords and spears and were killing people. Thomas was like, “I’m going to be cool dying for 
this Jesus but I’d like to see Him with my own eyes.” Is that a bad thing? I don’t think it’s a bad thing. So, 
we know Thomas because of the stories of his doubting. 

Then there’s, 
 

“…James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot,…” 
 
What’s a Zealot? It’s an assassin. Zealots were like this underground militia. They would go 

around and try to kill Roman officials. In fact, it is almost comical that Jesus chose Simon the Zealot and 
He chose Levi the tax collector. In our cultural context we don’t have anything like this. The closest thing 
today would probably be like having a Muslim who has been radicalized and a devout Orthodox Jew 
coming together on the same team and advancing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Big deal? Yeah, that would 
be a pretty big deal. It would be a huge deal. So, you have a Zealot, a tax collector, several fishermen, 
Judas the son of James, and Judas who became a traitor. 



So there’s the team. These guys are capital “A” Apostles minus Judas Iscariot who was replaced 
by Matthias. And here’s what Jesus says, “I’m going to take this group of guys and I’m going to build the 
Church.” So He puts these guys together and what He does next is really cool, in verse 17, 

 
“And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of 

his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the 
seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who came to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. 
And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all the crowd 
sought to touch him, for power came out from him and healed them all.” 
 
Jesus takes these twelve men and He goes out and He blows their minds with a very intimate 

look at Him displaying His power all in one place at one time. Up to this point, we have seen the 
authority of Jesus in calling people to salvation. We saw the authority of Jesus in last week’s text where 
He showed himself to be Lord over the Sabbath, Lord over the Law, and Lord over human illness, and 
these guys have seen that. But what Jesus does now is He takes these men down to a place where a 
bunch of people are gathered and what happens is that Jesus is walking through the crowd and people 
are touching Him. 

Have you ever been to a concert and seen your favorite star? Back in about 1991, Muggs and I 
went to see the Charlie Daniels Band at the Central Virginia Tobacco Festival. We both left with bags full 
of Levi Garrett and a Devil Went Down to Georgia headache. It was awesome. If you don’t know who 
Charlie Daniels was he was a really big kind of outlaw country dude back in the 70s and 80s. He’s still 
around and is an older dude, and he actually got saved a few years ago and has an awesome testimony. 
But we were in this huge field and he was up on a stage that they had roped off so you couldn’t get up 
close. You had to hang back. They were trying to make it an older-people-friendly concert, which doesn’t 
work really well with an outlaw country music star. Because you had this really rowdy crowd there and a 
lot of people were inebriated. So we were there and I was telling Muggs, “I want to get all the way up to 
the stage and I’m going to touch his cowboy boot.” But they had these security guards up at the front 
and they were blocking off the stage. A couple of times people tried to ease their way up there and the 
security guards would snap their fingers and point at them to sit down. I thought, “Someone is paying 
this guy six bucks an hour to wear a t-shirt that says ‘Security.’ You can get past him.” I was watching this 
and thinking, “I can get to that cowboy boot. I know I’m faster than that guy.” As a nineteen year old I 
was confident that I was more athletic than this chubby, forty-year-old security guard. So, I waited for 
my opportunity make my move and I did it in the encore. Why not? That’s the peak of the concert. 
Charlie Daniels came out and he played all the Charlie Daniels classics; Long Haired Country Boy and 
Simple Man, and the concert ended and he walked off the stage. He had not played The Devil Went 
Down to Georgia yet. Some people were booing but I knew what was coming. He was working the 
crowd. In a minute he came out and walked right down to the edge of the stage and he was tapping that 
big old cowboy boot and started sawing on that bow. I couldn’t contain myself. I was gone----phew! It 
was like tunnel vision and everything slowed down around me but I sped up like the Flash. It was like I 
was in a Matrix and I thought that day that I might have some super powers. The security guards were 
like, “No-o-o-o,” and their big old meaty hands were coming toward me. But I rushed in and their 
fingertips literally brushed me front and back and I was through them. The next thing I know I’m at the 
stage with my hand on his ostrich skin cowboy boot. It was a moment of invigoration. I was screaming, 
“Charlie, you’re the man,” and I was just waiting for a hand on the nape of my neck, and handcuffs, or 
zip ties, or getting tackled, but all of a sudden I felt this massive crowd press against me and I realize that 
a thousand people have followed my lead. It just takes one guy, man. I touched the boot. 



Jesus takes these guys into massive crowds. Everywhere Jesus would go there would be crowds 
of people. And this is what’s happening—Jesus is walking through the crowd and people are just trying 
to touch Him on the shoulder, or the arm, or the hem of His garment. Remember that lady67? 

I’ll never forget going to see a man named Ravi Zacharias. Some of you all listen to him. I love his 
podcasts. He’s a brilliant expositor and apologist. He was at a church over in Chattanooga called Signal 
Mountain Presbyterian. A bunch of us got over there and we were there about four hours early. It was 
two services on Sunday and so after we went to the morning one we just hung around and were hanging 
out reading and stuff, and Ravi came in and sat down right in front of me. I reached up and put my hand 
on his shoulder and said, “Man, I think you’re awesome. I just want to shake your hand.” He shook my 
hand and I was thinking, “This is really cool. I’m this close to this guy who has meant a lot to me in my 
life.” At that point in my faith he had meant a lot to me and he still has. He had given me some 
foundational truth that my faith rested on. I just said, “I’m not even going to tell you my name. It doesn’t 
matter. You’ll never remember me but I’m really grateful for your ministry.” He had been a Hindu and 
he converted to Christianity and became a strong believer. I can tell you this—shaking his hand and 
looking him in the eyes for about seventeen seconds was a far bigger deal than that experience I had 
when I was nineteen years old, because now there was meaning to this interaction.  

Jesus was walking through the crowd and people were touching Him and power was going out 
of Him. Why? Listen to me—as much as He was human, and that’s reflected in the fact that He needed 
to go seek the counsel of the Heavenly Father, He was still God—fully God with the power to heal. 
People touched Him and were healed instantly. This is not a Benny Hinn revival. You see modern day 
faith healers and they make this big show of power and people are falling over. Y’all have seen that 
haven’t you? This is not like that. This is Jesus, authoritatively walking through a crowd of people where 
everybody has some disease, or spiritual ailment, or demonic oppression, and all they have to do is 
touch Him and it’s over. It’s literally like a sea of death and as He goes through, life spreads across that 
sea of death. It reminds me of that scene in the book of Ezekiel where there’s a desert and Ezekiel sees 
this vision where a river is flowing through that desert, and as the river pours out into that desert, trees, 
and vegetation, and fruit, and life begins to spring up. That’s what happens when Jesus goes through a 
crowd of sick people. And the disciples, freshly called and anointed by God to be Apostles and to build 
the Church of Jesus Christ, are watching it happen. They are seeing it happen and it’s a powerful 
moment. So, all of these people are healed. 

Here’s what I want the takeaway for us to be. I prayed about this and asked God what the 
application was and what does it mean for us. I have a couple of thoughts and observations. God doesn’t 
call these men based on their abilities but based on His ability. He calls ordinary, often broken, people to 
be faithful to kingdom work. God is not going to need you ever. God is not going to call you to do 
missionary work because He has a shortage of missionaries. God calls us into this greater kingdom work 
because He’s a good God who empowers people and He wants to build a Church where we are going to 
get to take part in the building of His kingdom. This is like a dad doing yard work and letting his young 
son help him even though the dad could do it much faster and much simpler. He wants to bring the son 
into that work to teach him, and to grow him, to help him, and also to have that time of fellowship 
together.  

The second observation is this—Jesus can use you in the building of His kingdom. Peter was a 
redneck knucklehead. Andrews was a quieter, little brother, redneck knucklehead. One was just a little 
more obnoxious. Levi, who became Matthew, was a tax collector. We studied him a couple of weeks ago 
and he was a swindler, crook, and all-around bad dude. 

Remember the old joke about the man who went to the pastor and said, “Hey, listen, preacher. 
My brother died and we need you to do the funeral. I’ll pay you whatever you want but I need for you to 
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get up there and say that he was a saint. We all know that he wasn’t but I need for you to tell people 
what a good man he was and that he was a saint. I need for you to do it and be convincing.” He said, 
“I’ve gone to every pastor in town and nobody will do it. They’re like, ‘We aren’t going to get up there 
and lie. Your brother was a scoundrel, the scum of the Earth, rotten, and lowdown. He stole, swindled, 
and womanized. No, we aren’t going to do it.’” The pastor said, “Yeah, I’ll do it for five-hundred bucks.” 
The guy thought, “This is my kind of preacher right here. He can be bought off.” So the man gave the 
preacher the money and the pastor preached the funeral and he said, “We are gathered here together 
to bury Bubba. He was a swindler, and a crook, and a womanizer. He was an abuser and all-around bad 
person. But compared to his brother over there he was a saint.” The preacher laughed all the way to the 
bank. 

You look down this list of disciples and honestly, if we go back to before Jesus called them they 
were an all-around pretty rough group of dudes. Simon the Zealot? He was part of an organized terrorist 
organization. We’ve already looked at who Levi, Matthew, was. He was a bad dude. Jesus doesn’t call 
them based on their merit or their ability. Jesus doesn’t save you or me or call us based on the fact that, 
“Man, that guy’s impressive. I think I need him on my team.” He doesn’t do that. He calls us into this 
work based on His ability and the righteousness of Jesus. You don’t have to earn God’s favor. If God can 
use these guys He can use you to reach your mama, to reach your stepdad, to reach your neighbor, to 
change and cut off the cycle of sin in your family and start a new legacy of godliness. From this point on 
your family can be known by dudes who are good daddies, and ladies who are good mamas, and kids 
who are good brothers and sisters who love each other. We are going to be a Gospel family and start a 
new cycle. God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things all over the world every day. But that 
only happens through the power and the calling of the Gospel and the empowering of the Holy Spirit in 
people’s lives. 

The next observation is that Jesus can do the impossible in our lives, and our communities, and 
in the world. He can do the impossible. Anybody can be reached for the Gospel. The hardest, darkest 
heart can be turned by the power of the Gospel and brought to salvation. The hardest addict, the most 
abused person, and the staunchest agnostic or atheist person who doesn’t even believe in the existence 
of God can come to faith in Jesus by the power of the Gospel, when the veil comes off and Jesus speaks 
with power and authority into the life of that person. 

Next, when God calls us to do something He gives us what we need to do it. There is an old 
saying that goes like this, “God doesn’t call the equipped—He equips the called.” In other words, the 
calling comes before the equipping. God calls us and then gives us what we need to do the task. We just 
need to say, “Yes.” We just need to be obedient. God might be calling you to do something and you’re 
saying, “I can’t do that. I can’t go talk to my dad. He abused me, left me, and abandoned me. I have 
bitterness against him.” Maybe God is calling you to that or maybe it’s something much simpler. Maybe 
it’s simply sharing the Gospel and sharing your faith with somebody. You are like, “I can’t get the 
courage up to do this.” God will give you the power to do it and you have to believe that anything can 
happen. God can literally change anybody’s heart. 

Next, we have to have confidence in what God did through each of these men. Even Judas 
Iscariot, who ultimately betrayed Jesus, served the ultimately purpose of God in saving the world. That 
betrayal fit right into the Gospel story. These men—every one of these men—we need to have 
confidence in what they were doing and what God did through each one of these men, because each 
one of their lives ultimately served the purpose of advancing the Gospel to the ends of the Earth. These 
men were from every possible background—tax collector, blue collar workers, businessmen—and listen 
to this. These twelve men Jesus chose became the foundation of the early Church. These men were 
responsible for taking the Gospel across most of the civilized world. They spread the Gospel across three 
continents and made an impact that is still gaining momentum today. All of them except Judas Iscariot 
are believed to have been persecuted and all but John died martyr’s deaths. Their faithfulness was 



rewarded with the explosive growth of the Church and it’s never stopped. If they could do it you can do 
it. 

Listen to this—where these men will be numbered in Revelation 21. This is a crazy scene. 
Revelation 21:13-14 is a look at the New Jerusalem, which represents the New Heaven. Now, keep this 
in mind. When we see these men in Acts 1, the passage that we read in the call to worship tonight, and I 
just read the list a while ago, they are in a city called Jerusalem. Now listen. In that city, these men were 
used of God to bring about a revival. Then, a persecution came into that city and one of them was 
martyred and murdered. Then, another one that came along after this was martyred and murdered. A 
couple of guys, James and Stephen, were murdered and as a result these men left the city of Jerusalem 
and took the Gospel all over the world. That persecution pushed them out into the world. The Gospel 
went down into North Africa, it went up all the way into Western Europe and Spain, and it went all up 
through Asia. God used persecution. So they left Jerusalem and some of them never came back to 
Jerusalem, but Jerusalem was the hub of the early Church. It’s where the Church started and where 
these men had their initial base of operation. The Bible says that one day everything is going to be 
destroyed and a New Jerusalem is going to be presented, a New Jerusalem, which is the holy city. This is 
a picture of Heaven. Now, listen to what’s going to be there. 

Revelation 21:14, 
 

“And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 
 
I remember going to the Alamo. There is a monument there and on it is an incredible story. If 

you ever go read it. It’s unbelievable what those men accomplished there and the sacrifice they paid. 
Like so many other stories, at the Alamo monument it had all of their names listed. What do you look for 
when you see those two-hundred-something names? What do you look for? Your last name. There was 
a Holloway and it resonated with me. I just knew we were connected somewhere down the line. We are 
all sons of Adam anyway so he’s my cousin. 

Sometimes you make your own monument. Little and I went on one of our first dates and hiked 
up to this place called Crabtree Falls. I remember almost killing myself getting out on this rock cliff, when 
there were signs everywhere saying, “Do not.” I was hanging out there and I scraped into the rock, 
“Brody & Little.” I remember climbing up on a barn one time after the great Joe Diffie song, John Deere 
Green, in which he wrote, “Billie Bob loves Charlene.” I climbed up on a barn and I spray painted, “Brody 
& Little.” It could be seen from every airplane that flew over. It was my own little monument. 

Imagine your name on a legitimate monument like the Vietnam War Memorial, or the Wall, or 
something like that. It’s a big honor. Or maybe you went up to the next level like the Lincoln Memorial 
where there was literally a statue of this man. 

Here we have a picture of a new city that represents the eternal kingdom of God and on the 
foundation of that city these twelve names were written, minus Judas Iscariot and replaced with 
Matthias. Did God use these men in a mighty way? Yeah. He used them in a mighty way and eleven of 
them died pretty quick. Some of them were tortured, run through with spears, beheaded, thrown to 
lions, but with these twelve men who were a bunch of ragtag nobodies, Jesus commissioned them, 
empowered them, walked them down into a crowd of broken people, showed them the power He had 
to heal and drive out demons, and authoritatively do what He was going to do, and these men caught it. 
Yes, they wavered at the point where Jesus was crucified and they wavered at the point that He was put 
in the ground but in the end, by the power of Gospel they changed the world. And if they can do that we 
can grab ahold of that same kind of calling and change our community and change our world. Jesus will 
empower us to do that but it’s Him doing the work by His power. Amen? 

Let’s pray. 



God, I pray that tonight that you would help us to learn from the disciples in their willingness to 
follow and their faithfulness. I pray that you would help us to learn from Jesus in the way that He prayed 
and sought the Father and tried to be faithful to the calling that you gave Him—not only tried but was 
successful to the end. I pray that as a church that we would be on mission to take the Gospel to the 
nations and take the Gospel to our community. I pray that you would continue to bless and use 
ministries like Pinwheel. I pray that you would continue to bless and use ministries like our discipleship 
groups to grow people, and disciple people, and help us learn to listen more to your Word and be active 
in our obedience to it. Lord, we worship you as God. Lord Jesus, you rose from the dead because you are 
God. You have authority and power over death. So, I pray that we would see your authority and power 
in our lives in a way that you would speak life into us and you would give us power to live victoriously. I 
pray that that victory would be victory over sin, victory over temptation. I pray that we would be a 
Church that would continue to grow in our own relationships with each other and that we would 
understand that you brought us into a great kingdom work and that one day that this world will be no 
more and that there is going to be an eternal kingdom, and that as much as these disciples were faithful 
to start that work that we can step right into it and continue doing the work and the labor of building 
that kingdom. So, help us to, we pray. 

God, I pray that if there are people here tonight who don’t know you, if there is a person here 
who doesn’t have a relationship with you—maybe they’ve been religious, maybe they are like me and 
they went to church their whole life, maybe they’ve never stepped foot into the door of a church or it’s 
been a long time. Maybe they are just here because someone invited them. Whatever God—maybe 
there is someone who has been a member of this church and has been living a lie. Speak to hearts and if 
there is somebody here who doesn’t have a true and genuine relationship with you that you would bring 
them from death to life tonight and that they would have the humility and the courage and strength to 
call on you, the faith and belief to call on you and be saved, to ask you to forgive them and to give them 
salvation. We love you and we want to worship you now as we reflect on the truths of your Word and 
we sing you to songs of praise. In Jesus’ name.
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Luke 6: 17-26 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn if you will to Luke 6 and we will get right to work. If you are visiting with us we want to 

welcome you. We are glad you are here and we are glad you came to spend the evening with us. I hope 
the Lord blesses you. We think a lot of the Bible. We think it’s a pretty big deal. We believe that Jesus 
wrote it and gave it to us. There are a couple of things about the Scripture that we believe and hold 
really fast to. One is that we believe in the authority of Scripture. What that means is that we believe 
that the Word of God has all authority for our lives. We don’t think that it can be compromised; we 
don’t think it can be tampered with; we don’t think the meaning can be changed. We believe that it is 
absolute and authoritative and that it comes from a sovereign God. We also believe in the sufficiency of 
Scripture. This means that we are not going to beg, and plead, scream, and beg you to follow Jesus. We 
believe that if we preach the Word faithfully and if we unpack what Scripture says week in and week 
out, both here on Sundays and in our mid-week discipleship groups, that the Word of God will do its 
work. We believe that it is sufficient. 

A lot of times in our church-saturated culture, or a Bible-saturated culture like the Bible Belt, 
that there is a wrong view of Scripture where people accept a sort of social Bible. They know Scripture 
and they know parts of the Bible. They are familiar with and understand some of the main stories in the 
Bible and maybe were raised on biblical principles and morals, but we believe that the Word of God rises 
above social construct. We believe it rises above languages, and cultures, and ethnicities. We don’t think 
that it is bound by any one time or place. We believe that Scripture is sufficient for all people for all 
times. Because of that, the way that we study the Bible is expositionally or expositorily. We just go 
through passages of Scripture and we look at what the Word of God is saying and we try to understand 
what God is saying to us through His Word. 

So, with that, we are in the Book of Luke and tonight we come to a passage in Luke 6. We are 
going to be reading just a handful of verses, Luke 6:17-26. I’m going to read that and then we will back 
up—we will constantly do this as we are going through Luke. We will go back and we will go forward 
because it’s all like this one big documentary—this big, investigative report that has been put together 
by Luke, who was a really smart guy. He was a doctor and he put this book together by interviewing 
people and investigating the actual events that happened. So, we are going to read the passage and take 
a quick look back at some things that Christ has done to set up this point because this is a pretty pivotal 
point in the ministry of Jesus. The passage that we come to tonight is a very pivotal, monumental point. 

If you think about your life there have been moments that were sort of milestones, or pivotal, or 
defining moments. For instance, if you are a Christian, the time when you came to know Jesus was a 
defining and very pivotal moment. If you are married, the day you got engaged or married was pivotal. 
We have a couple in our church who got engaged this week, Adam and Maurie, and they are about to 
enter a life of sheer bliss, ease, and zero conflict ever. Their life has just gotten easy. If you are married 
you know that is absolutely not true but you can go back to the day you got married and see that it was 
a pivotal and monumental moment. That’s when I realized that life is not all about me. I heard a guy say 
this week that when he and his wife first got married that she wanted to sponsor a child through 
Compassion International. They had only been married about ten months and he said he didn’t realize at 
that point that he could say ‘no,’ so they did. Then, about four years later she said she wanted to 
sponsor another kid and by then they had both learned that you could say ‘no’ to each other so then 
they had an argument over whether or not they would do it. 

Some of you have gone through those different phases of marriage and relationships and you 
have had monumental moments in your life; the day you got engaged, the day you got married, the day 
your kid was born. We can all tell scary, or funny, or sad stories about the birth of a child, the loss of a 



child, or maybe the loss of a loved one. There are pivotal moments in your life where God uses a 
situation, circumstance, or event to redefine who you are, to reshape the way you see God, to reshape 
the way you see humanity and the way you see the world. This passage tonight is about a pivotal 
moment in the ministry of Jesus. 

We are coming off of last week’s text where Jesus named his twelve Apostles. These would be 
twelve men that He picked out of a group that were going to follow Him, all of His disciples. Disciples are 
people who would follow Jesus, learn from Jesus, obey Jesus, and try to be like Jesus. Out of those 
disciples He chose these twelve Apostles. Apostles would be the men He would use to establish the 
kingdom. The Bible teaches us and unfolds for us that those twelve Apostles sort of mirror the Old 
Testament tribes of Israel. So, if you read the first portion of the Bible, known as the Old Testament, 
what happens is that the world is created, man falls into sin, and in the fall God raises up a nation of 
people. He divides that nation into twelve tribes and through one of those tribes He brings a Messiah or 
a Saviour into the world. That man’s name is Jesus. So, those twelve tribes are called the nation of Israel. 
In fact, the descendants of that nation exist today as Israelites, or Jews, or Israelis. So, going back 
thousands of years God establishes this kingdom called Israelites. But, that kingdom was unfaithful in 
many ways so it fell and they actually ended up impoverished and enslaved. So, Jesus comes along and 
in Luke 4, which we studied a couple of weeks ago, He says this. He comes into this sort of time in 
history where the nation of Israel, these twelve tribes, this kingdom has been enslaved to the Roman 
Empire and He says this in Luke 4:18, 

 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
    and recovering of sight to the blind, 
    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

 
So, Jesus comes onto the public scene and He describes the situation in the world. There was 

nation of people with twelve tribes called Israelites They were the hope of the world because they had 
the one Truth, the message of the Gospel, the message of hope, but they failed, and in their failure they 
fell into slavery and bondage, and part of that was a judgment from God. Now, Jesus says, “What I am 
going to do is I’m going to raise up out of that nation and out of all the peoples of the Earth a new 
nation,” and God will describe the Church of Jesus Christ. That’s us—Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Episcopal, Non-denominational (which is actually a denomination, you know), which is kind of what we 
are. We have this partnership with the Southern Baptists but we are kind of non-denominational. We 
are literally like a church with no identity. For those of you who are wondering what is Red Oak, we are a 
church and we actually have an affiliation with the Southern Baptists; primarily, that affiliation is 
through international missions. So, you have all of these denominations that spring up but we are all 
part of one big family, the Bible will say, or one big kingdom, and Christ is the head of the Church and we 
are all part of the Church or part of the kingdom. In Ephesians 2, the Bible uses two illustrations or 
analogies. One is that we are all citizens in a kingdom and the other is that we are all family members in 
a household or a family. 

It’s really cool how God does this. He says, “There was this nation of Israel that fell and so now 
I’m raising up a new Israel, called the Church.” Just like God would refer to Israel as His Bride or His 
‘firstborn son,’ which are images He would use, now, for the Church. He says that the Church of Jesus 
Christ is like His Bride or like His firstborn son. Jesus, we know, is the only begotten Son of God, so Christ 



is like the firstborn among many brethren68. God gives us the status of firstborn sons. Jesus gives us all of 
this really strong imagery throughout Scripture and we are right in the middle of this place where Jesus 
is fulfilling what He said He was going to do in Luke 4. 

In Luke 4, Jesus says, “I’m going to proclaim liberty to captives. I’m going to give sight to blind 
people. I’m going to heal people.” Here are two things He is talking about. He’s talking about literal 
healing. Did Jesus heal actual blind people? Yes. Did Jesus take people who were bedridden and couldn’t 
walk and give them health? Yeah. Did Jesus take people that were lame and crippled and give them the 
use of their legs? Yeah. Did Jesus heal someone with a skin disease or someone with some other ailment 
that was fatal and was going to actually kill that person? Yes, He did that. But all of those miracles that 
Jesus would do over the course of Luke’s gospel are pointing us to bigger and more spiritual 
applications. Blind people receiving sight is a picture of lost people who don’t know Jesus being able to 
suddenly see the reality of the Gospel. People who are sick and dying are being brought to spiritual life. 
These are things that Jesus is going to teach throughout His ministry. 

So we get to this point tonight in Luke 6 where Jesus has just named these twelve Apostles and 
in verse 17 what Jesus is doing is bringing these Apostles into this public ministry of building a kingdom. 
This kingdom is what Zach referred to earlier as an upside-down kingdom. A kingdom that is worldly 
would be a kingdom where the rich and powerful are at the top, the poor and marginalized are at the 
bottom, and in a world like the one we live in there is sort of this big, huge gap called the middle class. 
But most of the nations and people of the world don’t have that. You have the rich and powerful and 
the poor and powerless. So, what Jesus is going to do is establish a kingdom where none of that exists. 
In fact, what He does is that He turns it upside down and He says, “I’m going to take those who are 
marginalized and I’m going to make them great in the kingdom of God.” He starts that process in our 
passage tonight. 

Luke 6:17, this is the Word of the Lord. 
 

“And he came down with them and stood on a level place…” 
 
A lot of people compare this to the Sermon on the Mount. If you are wondering if this is the 

same as the Sermon on the Mount, which you can read in Matthew 5, the difference is that the Sermon 
on the Mount was on a mountain and this is a sermon on a level place. Now, I was born and raised in 
these mountains and I have had the good fortune of traveling to flat places and there is no confusing the 
two. So this is a different sermon. Is it pretty normal that a preacher would say some of the same things 
at different places if he traveled and preached? Yes, I travel and preach a lot. This weekend I was 
preaching at a discipleship conference and I preached three times to high school students. Do you know 
what I preached? The last three sermons that I’ve preached at Red Oak. I was preaching about 
discipleship. What have we been talking about at Red Oak? Discipleship. It worked out really good for 
me. But I have to be really careful when I’m preaching to you people because you actually go read your 
Bibles, which is a good thing. I have to make sure I get it right. So, Jesus is preaching to people who are 
listening and paying attention to what He is saying, but this is a fresh teaching. This is not something 
that these people will have heard before. So, He stood on a level place… 

 
“…with a great crowd of his disciples…” 

 
So, we have a great crowd of His disciples. What is a disciple? Someone who is following Jesus, 

listening to Jesus, -- there are three core elements of discipleship that we’ve been learning in Luke--; a 
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disciple is someone who listens to Jesus, accepts and believes what He says, and then responds in 
obedience and application. He lives out what Jesus is saying. 

So, you have a bunch of those people and we also know that there are the twelve Apostles that 
Jesus has just named. This would be Peter, John, James, Andrew, Matthew (or Levi), Simon the Zealot, 
Judas Iscariot, Bartholomew, Thomas….there are a couple of guys I missed but those twelve dudes are 
there and you can read about them in the previous verses. Who can stand up right now and say all 
twelve of them? You can’t do it. So, with Jesus are the Apostles, the disciples, and now there is… 

 
“…a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem…” 

 
Judea is a region. For us that would be like Western North Carolina. Jerusalem was a city, so that 

would be like Robbinsville, or Andrews, or Murphy. Then Luke says, 
 

“…and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon.”  
 
That would be surrounding towns. There was a region where a lot of people from different 

towns and from even outside of the region have come together. So, you have the Apostles who Jesus is 
building this kingdom with, the disciples who are already following Him, and then you have a lot of other 
people that Luke breaks into two categories. Watch this— 

 
“…those who came to hear Him…” 

 
Who are these people? They are curious. Have you ever watched Criss Angel, the “Mindfreak”? 

If I heard that guy was going to be in downtown Andrews I’d be there like that. I want to see that guy in 
action. Why? Because I’m curious. How does he do that stuff? I don’t believe it. I’m a skeptic. One 
preacher said that he was Satan or demon possessed. No, he’s just really a good trickster, right? He’s an 
illusionist. Maybe he’s demon possessed, I don’t know, but he’s an illusionist. That’s the main point, 
okay. 

Case in point: You can go on YouTube and you can search for 1986 in Canton, North Carolina, 
where I was born and raised. There was a tent revival and in that tent revival there was a group of 
people who were traveling around who were snake handlers. There were about forty of them doing this 
tent revival and about two hundred of us rednecks standing around the tent watching, all at a good, 
healthy distance. Because the only good snake is….? A dead snake. Amen. It’s good to know you guys 
have your theology right. I remember that I was fourteen or fifteen years old and I was watching this 
tent revival and I remember Sheriff Jack Arrington coming in there and he grabs the snake. These people 
were not supposed to have the snakes because apparently there’s a law in Haywood County that says 
you can’t worship with snakes, which means that they passed that law because too many people were 
doing it, which is a little embarrassing. But I remember Jack Arrington going in there and grabbing the 
snake and it bit him. He was an old salty dog and was like, “I don’t care!” He throws the thing on the 
ground and another dude shoots it. I was like, “This is incredible. I want to go to church here every 
week. This would never get boring.” But a lot of people were there just to watch. At the end of that day 
nobody was like, “We want to join your church.” They gave an altar call and nobody went forward. 
There was one crazy lady who had run around the whole time and she got real excited at the altar call. 
She stroked out and they put a sheet over her. It was fantastic for a fifteen year old unbeliever. But 
anyway, you can watch the highlights from the WLOS report on YouTube. It was crazy. 



So, Jesus would show up but they weren’t coming to believe, they were just coming to watch. 
Jesus would talk about people who see but don’t believe. They pay attention but they don’t perceive69. 
So remember, the disciples listen and see and then accept and believe. A lot of people listen or see but 
don’t accept and believe. A lot of times Jesus would be preaching and there is one place in John 6 where 
Jesus feeds this multitude with some little fish and a bit of bread. He feeds thousands of people and 
then He keeps preaching and the next day they all follow Him. They come the next day and say, “We 
want more of what you’ve got,” and He says, “No, what you want is the physical food. You are just here 
for the show. If you want to follow me do you know what you need? My broken body and my blood. My 
blood has to be poured out. My body has to be broken.” He talks about the cross and points to the 
Gospel for these people and says, “I’ve got to die. You have to receive my death for salvation.” People 
are like, “Nah, you are going way over the top. We want to keep this thing sort of at arms’ length.” So, 
when Jesus would preach you would have big crowds of people who would gather but a lot of them 
weren’t believers. Well, that sounds a lot like the Bible Belt. That sounds a lot like Western North 
Carolina. A lot of people know the Bible, and have paid attention, and have heard the teachings of Christ 
but do we truly believe? Do we really submit our lives? Because discipleship says that I listen – to be a 
real disciple, to be a Christ-follower, and to really be saved by the power of the Gospel – I listen, I 
receive, and I respond in obedience and submission. So there are a bunch of people showing up to hear 
Jesus. The first group of people is there just to hear, some of them for the right reasons and some of 
them for the wrong reasons. Some are real believers and they want to hear what Jesus has to say. 

 
“…and some of them to be healed of their diseases…” 

 
We know that Jesus would heal people because He did it all the time. All you have to do is read 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Read through the Gospels and you see this happen a lot, where Jesus 
does crazy stuff and works crazy miracles to heal people. 

 
“And those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured.” 

 
Okay, so this is interesting. You have people there with mental illness, people struggling with 

anxiety, depression, mental disorders; people who were manic, people who live in dark places, and 
people who were demonically possessed and depressed. Listen, church, one of the dangerous things for 
us as a theologically sound and doctrinally focused church is that we kind of rule out the idea that Satan 
is real and that there is a spiritual realm where bad things happen and that there is an Enemy that we 
are against. The Scripture teaches us in Ephesians 6 that we don’t wrestle with flesh and blood. We 
wrestle with principalities and powers but praise God that the Word of God also teaches us in Colossians 
1 that Jesus holds those principalities and powers in His hand and under His authority. So the hope that 
the person who is struggling with mental illness has is that Jesus frees people from mental illness. The 
hope that a person with depression or anxiety, or the guilt from past sin, or the overwhelming guilt from 
abuse as a child – the hope that person has is that Jesus frees us from those things. He has the power to 
save. So there were people with Jesus who were struggling. 

 
“And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power came out from him and 

healed them all.” 
 
Jesus was walking through the crowd and people were touching Him. We talked about this last 

week. They would touch him and boom—they were healed. I would love to see that happen. There are 
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different things in Scripture where I wish I could go back and be a fly on the wall and just see that 
happen. I wish I could be a camel for a day, standing there chewing my cud and watching it all. Nobody 
would know that camel was Holloway actually disguised as a camel. He’s just checking it out. He said, 
“Jesus, let me go see it firsthand,” and this is what God hooked him up with. Can you imagine watching 
Jesus walk through the crowd and people are like, “I can see…I’m not sad anymore…I don’t feel guilty 
anymore…I’m not going to be a prostitute anymore…I’m not going to be a tax collector…”? It’s powerful. 
Jesus is building this upside-down kingdom where the way that people are advanced is by humbling 
themselves and Christ advancing them. When they humble themselves under the mighty hand of God, 
God will raise them up. It’s the same for us. Peter and James both talk about it in their epistles in the 
New Testament. When you humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, He exalts you. He lifts you 
up. So, you have these people receiving power from Jesus and it’s a really, really intense scene. 

We get to verse 20, 
 

“And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples…” 
 
Now, He is speaking directly to His followers. This is really practical for us, but keep in mind one 

of the things we always want to do when we are studying the Scripture is to look at the immediate 
context. Jesus is speaking to a specific group of people. Right? He has a crowd of people here that He is 
speaking to but there is also application for us. We talk about content and intent. What is the content 
that we are reading and how does it apply to our lives, and what is the intent behind what Jesus is 
saying and doing, and how does that apply to our lives. So, it says that He lifted up His eyes on His 
disciples. He’s speaking to His disciples. It says, 

 
“Blessed are you who are poor for yours is the kingdom of God.” 

 
Now, listen to these statements that we call the Beatitudes. These are true sayings from Jesus 

about man in his frail humanity.  
 

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. 
“Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.” 

 
Think about if you have ever read the Beatitudes in Matthew’s gospel. You can read those in 

Matthew 5 and he words it a little differently. In that sermon, the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, 
 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” 
 
That’s important. Hang onto that. 
 

“Blessed are you who hunger and thirst after righteousness.” 
 
So, when Jesus is addressing them and saying, “Blessed are the poor,” He is not only talking 

about physical poverty. That’s part of it, because He knows that these disciples are going to be 
marginalized. What’s going to happen to the people who follow Jesus is that most of them are going to 
be pushed to the fringe of society. They are going to lose rights and be judged against. They are going to 
be held in contempt by the rest of society and they are going to have a hard time. They are going to 
have a hard way. In fact, some of them have already walked away from the lives they knew. Levi, the tax 



collector, has walked away from a lucrative business. Peter, Andrew, James, and John have walked away 
from their fishing business.  

I think about men in our church, like Rocky, who run a business. What a huge deal it is to run 
and own a business or to manage a business. We have several business men and women in our church 
and it’s a big deal. Imagine the government coming in and shutting down our businesses simply because 
we are Christ-followers. There are laws that are supposed to protect us against that but could that day 
come? Yeah, and that’s what these people are facing. In one sense there is a literal poverty that He is 
talking about; like you are going to be poor and you are probably going to be hungry at times. So, we 
don’t want to discredit that there is a literal poverty that Jesus is talking about. There is a literal hunger 
that He is talking about. But to really unpack the idea, the word ‘poverty’ that is often used in the 
Hebrew language is the word ‘’aniy‘ and it actually means poor in spirit, destitute, marginalized, or 
socially outcast. In the Old Testament, in the Jewish world and in the Israelite nation, if a person was 
considered poor here is what it meant—they were outcast and they were marginalized, which meant 
that nobody cared about them and nobody cared what they thought. This could be a social outcast or an 
ethnic or racial outcast. This is where you had a hierarchy or structure of people. In places like India 
there is a whole group of people who are outcasts and marginalized. They are not allowed to pursue 
education, or get health care, or live as the rest of society and the culture lives. A lot of nations and 
societies have that. So, that’s what we are talking about when we talk about poverty. 

Right now, I’m reading through a book that a lot of us are going through right now, called, When 
Helping Hurts70. Some of you may have read that book. It’s a book that addresses how you go into the 
world and help people who are in severe, dire need, specifically who are impoverished. And something 
interesting is brought out in the book. In the book, the authors interview Americans and they ask them 
to describe or define poverty. Here is what most Americans will do—they will talk about poverty in 
terms of physical things. So, they will say, “Poverty is when you don’t have food…poverty is when you 
don’t have money…poverty is when you don’t have a good house to live in…poverty is being 
homeless…poverty is not having health care….” So, typically, Americans will attach material things and 
poverty to one another. But in the 1990s, the World Bank went into the poorest nations of the world, 
where between 40%-50% of the world’s population lives on less than two dollars a day. Listen, over 
three billion people in the world today live on under two dollars a day. I did some math, which is scary 
for everybody who knows me, but I used a calculator so you can trust this. A family of five, living on 
$20,000 a year, which puts you way below the “American poverty rate” – teenagers are out there 
thinking that if they had $20,000 they’d be rich. It’s not exactly like that; that’s not a lot of money if you 
have a mortgage and you have to pay for stuff like food and braces. It’s expensive to be alive these days. 
We think that $20,000 is bottom of the barrel, but five people living on $20,000 a year breaks down to 
over ten dollars per day per person. Over half of the world’s population lives at 80% below that per day. 
When we are talking about poverty, that’s what we are talking about. Don’t ever say, “I was raised 
poor.” I’d have a hard time with that and I’ve said that before. I’ve said, “We were raised poor,” and 
then I think, “No, we ate grits every morning and as much as I wanted.” We had supper every night. Are 
there people who struggle with these things in our society? Yes, absolutely, and we will get to that. 

But real poverty, in the sense of Christ addressing poverty, is not just about physical needs. 
Remember, Jesus, himself would go on to say this at another time, “What does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and lose his soul.” What does it matter if a man is fed well, and clothed well, and has 
money if he doesn’t get his spiritual need met? 

So, in the 1990s, the World Bank wrote three volumes on this research they did. They went to all 
of the world’s poorest people and they asked them, “What is poverty?” Then, they compared the data 

                                                             
70 Fikkert & Corbett; When Helping Hurts: Alleviating Poverty Without Hurting The Poor…And Yourself; Moody 

Publishers; 2009. 



from that survey against the answers they got when they asked North Americans what poverty is. Here 
is what happened—listen church—ninety percent of the world’s poorest people never mentioned 
material needs. They said things like, “We’re forgotten…nobody cares about us…we don’t have a voice 
in society…people look down on us…we are marginalized and ostracized…we have no dignity…I can’t 
look at my kids with dignity…I’m shamed before my family.” Only one in ten said, “We don’t have the 
food we need,” or “We live in cardboard boxes in a slum city.” 

When Jesus is addressing poverty He is addressing a much deeper root issue than a paycheck, or 
job status, or job security, or a retirement plan. He is addressing the fact that man is born into this world 
impoverished spiritually, morally, emotionally, and physically, and what we need is reconciliation with 
God to bring us out of that impoverished state. That’s what the Gospel does. When a person calls on the 
name of the Lord and is saved, that person goes from death to life and from poverty to riches. So, when 
Jesus speaks to the issue of poverty He is speaking to something much greater than, “You know what? 
You are going to be physically hungry for a while but one day you will have food.” He’s speaking to the 
fact that often there are people in this world who are poor in spirit and they need Jesus and when we 
receive Jesus then we are rich. It’s sort of this idea of an upside-down kingdom where what the world 
values is not what Christ values. What most humans hold in high regard is not what Jesus holds in high 
regard. So, what He does, in essence, is He says, “Blessed are you in your spiritual poverty because in 
that poverty you have cried out for salvation and you’ve received the blessing and the gift of salvation. 

“Blessed are you when you hunger and thirst for righteousness” because it has turned you 
toward a greater thing than what this world can provide for you. And the disciples get it. He goes 
through and He explains the blessing of spiritual salvation, and righteousness through Christ, and what 
the Gospel provides, and He compares it, in verses 24-26, against man’s ability to earn his own way to 
health, and wealth, and prosperity, or to climb the ladder of religious piety and to make himself 
something that makes him feel better about who he is. Jesus is like, “When you come to me like a little 
child and you receive what I have for you and I give you salvation, that’s riches. That man is truly rich 
and truly wealthy.” 

So, here are some observations about this upside-down kingdom. Jesus is not promoting a 
poverty Gospel any more than He would promote a prosperity Gospel. Let me explain what those two 
things are. The prosperity Gospel is really prominent in the world today. I’m not going to name any 
names. If you want to know names just turn on your TV and start channel surfing. Somehow, you can 
have a hundred and twenty channels on cable TV and within the first three you will hit a TV preacher. 
Isn’t it crazy? And if you are like me, somehow you are drawn to it like a moth to a flame. It’s like I can’t 
stop watching this guy. His hair is so impressive, his suit is so big, and his rings are so shiny. And he’s up 
there and pacing back and forth, and he’s hollering, and snorting, and growling, and it’s like, “Send me 
some money and you will be blessed financially.” That’s the prosperity Gospel. When somebody says 
that if you follow Jesus you will be rich and you won’t ever get sick, that’s ludicrous—that’s insanity. 
That doesn’t even make sense. Do good people get sick and die? Yes. Do good people lose their jobs? 
Yes. Do good people who love Jesus, who worship the Lord in spirit and in truth, obey His Word the best 
they can, and try to lead their families well, struggle financially? Yes. If we did a show of hands, which 
we will not, everyone would agree. We are not a wealthy church. I’m waiting for some rich benefactor 
to join Red Oak and hook us up. It hasn’t happened yet. You are a bunch of poor people. Go recruit 
some rich members.  

We don’t buy the prosperity gospel. We don’t buy its garbage. And the Beatitudes fly in the face 
of that. But there are people who teach it. I remember watching a clip of Tammy Faye Bakker. She’s 
gone now from this earth. I don’t know if she was a believer or not. But I remember watching a video 
where she speaks into the camera, and I’ve seen this played back over and over, and she was literally 
appealing to little old ladies. She said, “There’s some little grandma out there watching and you have 
just a little money squirreled away for groceries this week. I want you to send that in, and sow that seed, 



and God will bless you.” Well, the Bible speaks out against that. The Bible says that God will judge you 
for doing that. Proclaiming a prosperity gospel may get you comfortable for a little while right now, if 
you can get people to send a credit card payment in, but that’s not going to bode well for you down the 
road. Jesus is not promoting a prosperity gospel but here is what a lot of Christians do. We swing to the 
other side and proclaim a poverty gospel, “I don’t have any money so Jesus must really love be, because 
He said, ‘Blessed are poor people.’” We start to get self-righteousness, like, “I’m in good shape. I don’t 
have any money so Jesus must really love me.” You can make the mistake of erring to the side of a 
poverty gospel, where you are like, “I shouldn’t make a lot of money.” But listen, if you are a 
businessman, get rich and support the work of missions. Invest money wisely and plan for retirement so 
that you are not dogged down and bound in your later years and so that you can give away of yourself 
to ministry. 

In fact the Bible teaches stewardship principles and investment principles. At one point in the 
Book of Proverbs a very wise dude says, “Hey, if you are in poverty it could be because you are being 
cursed for your own bad decisions.” So, we can’t fly off the rails and say that the Bible either says that 
Christians should all be rich or that Christians should all be poor. It’s just not in there. Jesus is addressing 
a bigger issue. He’s talking about building a kingdom where people that the world despises are going to 
be welcomed into that kingdom through the blood of Jesus. They are going to be made sons and 
daughters of the Most High God. They are going to have a place at the table. God will say through men 
like James, “If a poor man comes into your assembly don’t look down at him but elevate him to a 
position of honor at the table and make him feel like somebody.”71 He’s addressing that impoverished 
state of mind. He’s addressing the deeper, spiritual poverty that man deals with. So, it’s not the 
prosperity gospel and it’s not the poverty gospel. 

Leon Morris wrote a good commentary and he says this, “These verses make a mockery of the 
world’s values. They exalt what the world despises and they reject what the world admires.”72 That’s 
pretty cool and I’m going to read it again, because if you are like me you don’t listen well when 
somebody reads a quote. I’ll read it again. It’s in one of the commentaries that we are using through this 
series and it’s by Leon Morris, “These verses make a mockery of the world’s values. They exalt what the 
world despises and they reject what the world admires.” We find that with the teachings of Christ often. 
He will say, “The world says this is bad and I say this is good.” At one point, Paul says to Timothy, “If the 
whole world says one thing and God says the opposite, God is right and the whole world is a liar.” There 
is no majority rule with God. God is always the majority. 

Now, concerning poverty there are a couple of things to note. Jesus is not blessing literal 
poverty in and of itself. So, He’s not saying that if you don’t have any money that God is going to bless 
you, because there are people who don’t have money who are not under the blessing of God. We can’t 
go there because it’s bigger than that. Additionally, Jesus is not blessing one social class over another. 
He’s not saying that He’s going to exalt this social class because they are poor in this life and He is going 
to trade it out in the end. The only way somebody gets to Heaven is through the blood of Jesus. Amen? 
Amen, Red Oak? Is that not the pillar that we built this church on? Yes, the Gospel is how people come 
to faith in Jesus and make it into the kingdom. Nobody is going to stand before God on the Judgment 
Day and be like, “Jesus, I want to come into your kingdom because I was dirt poor back in the day.” Jesus 
would say, “But what did you do with the Gospel?” They’d say, “That just wasn’t for me but let’s 
remember that I was poor so surely you can hook me up. I’ve done my dues.” Jesus is not going to be 
like, “Okay, I’m impressed. You’re in.” Only through the blood of Jesus does man come to faith and 
salvation. So, this is not Jesus elevating one social group or social class over another. 
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The third observation concerning poverty is that Jesus is addressing the situation that His 
disciples are in and will remain in throughout this life. I think this is worth noting. Are His disciples going 
to be physically poor? Yeah, they are. There is a literal poverty that they are facing and we can’t 
separate that from the story. He’s speaking to a group of men who are getting ready to lay everything 
down in this life to advance the kingdom. This would be kind of like people who go to foreign lands and 
give up everything to learn their language and learn their culture. There is not a lot of this that goes on 
today, because when we send our missionaries out we make sure they have their basic needs met, but 
there is a time when it wasn’t like that. There was a time when the Church wasn’t networked like it is 
now. We live in the twenty-first century. This is why we don’t have an excuse. This is why we’d better be 
reaching the nations. We can send people, we can support them, and we can make sure that they have 
housing and food. There are guys from the Echelon Team who years ago were working in the Amazon 
Basin in Peru where they would walk three and four weeks at a time to get to nomadic, Peruvian, 
indigenous people and live among those people, so there is still that type of work that needs to be done, 
but they would come out and resupply. We are in a time when we can send missionaries and make sure 
they are well cared for. But this is a time when Jesus is saying, “Don’t forget what this is going to cost 
you. It’s going to cost you everything.” 

So, let’s land the plane. Verse 22, 
 

“Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile 
you and spurn your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! 23 Rejoice in that day, 
and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in heaven; for so their fathers did to the 
prophets. 

24 But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 
25 Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. 
Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep. 
26 Woe to you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did to the 

false prophets.” 
 
So, what’s Jesus saying? What are these woes? Jesus gives these blessings and then He gives 

these woes. They are kind of like opposite, mirrored ideas and ideology. Here’s what He is saying; if you 
try to advance your life in your own strength, in your own terms, and create your own world of comfort, 
your own world of satisfaction, and your own euphoric state, you will fail in the end, and man, woe to 
you. What a sad state to live in. Have you ever met someone who was filthy rich and their life was in 
shambles? We’ve all met people like that. You think, “I would not trade his money for my money if I had 
to exchange his life for my life.” Jesus is saying, “Woe to you.” But I don’t want to reserve this for the 
wealthy; this is also people who self-medicate against depression. This is people who don’t treat their 
families well. This is people who feed their own flesh day-to-day. This is a picture of the entire struggle 
of the Christian life, where Paul will say both to the Romans in Romans 8 and to the Galatians in chapter 
5, that the spirit and the flesh are in a constant war against one another and when we sow to the flesh 
what we will ultimately reap is destruction. But when we sow to the spirit what we will ultimately reap is 
life, and joy, and fulfilment. When we sow to the things of God in our lives, when we live our lives in 
submission to God, when we read His Word, love His Word, study His Word, obey His Word, worship 
with His people, and give of ourselves to His community, then God is going to bless and honor that. 

I’ll give you an example of what this looks like. God has opened up an incredible door for Red 
Oak Church with our Pinwheel Tutoring Program. That’s what I want to talk about tonight. Because a 
couple of weeks ago a bunch of y’all showed up and with the exception or three or four kids we were 
able to go into the homes of every single child in the Pinwheel Tutoring Program. If the issue is not 
physical poverty but the issue is people feeling marginalized and looked down on, then when we go into 



their homes and we begin to engage them in conversation and live among our own people group, our 
community, our sub-culture, and our lives begin to be intertwined, and we remove the hierarchal status 
or mindset that we have our group of friends but there are these people in society whom we are 
separate from because of where they live, or how they smell, or what their teeth look like, or what they 
drive—with God there is no respect of persons and there is neither Jew or Greek, there is neither rich or 
poor, there is neither slave nor free. You are either in Christ or you are not in Christ and if we are in 
Christ our job is to get the people who are not in Christ into Christ by taking the Gospel to them and by 
fleshing it out and loving them like Jesus would love them. Because Jesus spent the bulk of His ministry 
hanging out with hookers, and pimps, and drug addicts, and thieves, and tax collectors, and swindlers, 
and child abusers, and the worst of the worst. And do you know what? The majority of them rejected 
Him but the ones that didn’t we owe our lives to them, because it is through them that the first century 
Church was built and we are the benefactors of that. Now, that baton has been passed, as JC so vividly 
explained to me the other night. 

I never ran track but we all know the baton. The band folks are thinking of the old band baton. I 
don’t think they do this anymore but back in the day they would twirl batons. Remember that? But 
there is another kind of baton and it’s a little metal thing they use when they run a relay race. Most of us 
are only familiar with this when every four years we watch it for about seventeen minutes at Chili’s or 
Applebee’s when we are on the road and we just happen to be there during the Summer Olympics and 
they are showing track and field. You are like, “Oh, yeah. It’s the relay race. We are going to be 
awesome.” You cheer for people you’ve never heard of and you are proud because we dominate that 
sport. One of the most exciting events in track and field is the 4x100 relay because four men or women 
sprint at the hardest and fastest speed they can sprint and they have to hand off the baton. But they 
only have a little window to hand off the baton in. 

I remember from the 1984 Haywood County RA track meet—Royal Ambassadors is what that 
stands for. I was in the 4x50 relay because it was too far to run all the way around that track. I botched 
the handoff! It’s okay because everybody else did, too. I’d like to go back and watch a video of that race. 
But picture that Olympic event. In order to win, even if all four guys are the fastest guys on the track, but 
they are only barely faster than their competitors, but the next team is smoother at the handoff, that’s 
the team that’s going to win. The handoff has to be seamless. 

And since about 33AD, or however the math plays out to 37AD or whatever it was, when the 
baton was handed from Jesus at the Mount of Olives to the disciples in Acts 1, He said, 

 
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my 

witnesses to Judea, Jerusalem, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the Earth.” 
 
Go, take the baton, and spread the Gospel of Jesus. Set captives free, reach the poor, take the 

message of hope to the lost and dying, and let’s change the world. True believers have been changing 
the world ever since and most of that change has happened in their communities. They say, “We are 
going to love the poor and marginalized in our community. I’m going to walk across the street and walk 
into a house that smells bad and I’m going to engage those people in a relationship. I’m going to become 
their friend, and I’m going to give them a ride to the grocery store, and I’m going to do what I can to 
change their lives. I’m not going to just give them a handout or write them a check. I’m not going to just 
drop groceries off. I’m going to be their friend.” When they say, “I don’t have a job. Can you buy me a 
pack of smokes?,” I’m going to say, “Let’s pray about how you might get a job.” We are going to actively 
begin to engage people where they live. That’s what Jesus did. Because you know what Jesus would 
always say after He healed somebody? “Go and sin no more.” Because it was really about their spiritual 
need, not their physical need. So let’s live like that. Let’s be a church like that. What we will do is we will 



see a kingdom that grows in citizenship and a family that grows in members. As a daddy to adopted kids, 
that’s pretty cool. 

Let’s pray. 
Lord,	I	thank	you	for	your	Word	that	is	so	clear	and	practical	if	we	will	just	read	it.	A	lot	of	

times	we	complicate	it.	Help	us	to	understand	it.	Help	us	to	honor	you	in	the	way	we	respond	to	it.	I	
pray	that	as	a	church	that	Red	Oak	would	be	on	mission	with	the	sermon	on	the	level,	the	sermon	
on	the	plains,	the	sermon	where	you	stood	in	front	of	those	people	and	you	said,	“You	are	going	to	
be	poor.	You	are	going	to	see	true	hunger	come	into	your	life,	but	in	order	for	that	to	happen	you	
are	going	to	be	advancing	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	Christ	where	the	truly	impoverished	and	the	truly	
hungry,	those	who	are	needy	and	marginalized	and	experience	lives	of	brokenness	because	they	
don’t	have	a	fellowship	with	God,	need	reconciliation.	Your	Word	tells	us	that	we	are	ministers	of	
reconciliation.	We	are	those	who	can	take	the	message	of	hope	and	the	message	of	the	Gospel	to	
hurt	and	broken	people	and	we	can	watch	their	lives	change	because	of	it.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	a	
faithful	church,	an	obedient	church.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	a	church	of	faithful	men	and	women,	
boys	and	girls,	and	young	people	who	engage	our	society,	engage	our	culture,	and	engage	our	
communities	with	the	Gospel	of	Jesus,	so	that	when	we	see	you	do	great	things	in	the	Himalayas	
through	our	team	there,	and	we	see	you	do	great	things	in	East	Africa,	or	South	Sudan,	or	Chad,	or	
the	Central	African	Republic,	and	we	see	you	doing	powerful	things	through	the	Echelon	Team,	
when	we	hear	stories	and	reports	from	West	Africa	where	you	are	doing	great	work	through	our	
team	there,	and	we	hear	what	is	going	on	and	we	hear	and	feel	the	weight	of	their	personal	burdens	
as	they	live	among	spiritually	impoverished	people	that	we	will	be	able	to	go,	“Yeah,	we	identify	
with	that	because	we	are	doing	that	in	our	community	and	in	our	world.”	Help	us	to	love	people	
better.	Help	us	to	love	people	like	Jesus.	In	your	name	we	pray.	

 
(Shawn Clark) 
I know that a lot of us right now have a love/hate relationship with conviction. We love it when 

God is going to show us something and He is going to grow us but we hate it because we know it’s going 
to push us and make us uncomfortable. I know a lot of you are sitting in here and you are uncomfortable 
right now. Our prayer is that y’all would go home right now and continue to ask God and beg God to 
continue to push you into those relationships that are going to make you uncomfortable and into those 
situations that are going to make you uncomfortable and He will do it and He will grow you. My prayer is 
that you will get up in the morning and you will continue to dig into the Word, crying out to God and 
saying, “Lord, continue to push me. Continue to make me uncomfortable.” Because a lot of us just live 
comfortable lives, don’t we? We are not being pushed and we are definitely not pushing ourselves. We 
need the Spirit to push us, and to grow us, and to shape us, and conform us into the image of Christ. 
What we heard tonight, I want that to be true in my life. I know that for me there are situations and 
there are conversations I need to have with people that I love and I’m not doing it because I want to be 
comfortable. I’ll say it again, my prayer is that the Lord will continue to make you uncomfortable. I know 
that is my prayer for me because I want to grow. I want Him to continue to change me. I want Him to 
continue to change Red Oak and to continue to impact this community. So, let’s do that. 

Tonight, I’m going to read out of Hebrews 13 for our benediction. Verse 20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.”
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Luke 6: 27-36 
Brody Holloway 

 
Luke 6:27-26 is the text tonight. If you are visiting, we just like to take the Bible, study it 

together, open it, and ask God what He’s saying through the text. What does God intend for us to 
understand and how does He intend for us to respond to it? So, we ask what the Word of God says in its 
original intention; what did God intend to say to the original recipients? This is helpful because this 
keeps us from derailing. Some of you grew up in a church where the Word of God was sort of used to 
manipulate or control people. But if we know what the intent was behind the original writing then that 
gets us back on the tracks. So, if we ask what the text is intended to mean and to say then that helps us. 
Then, we ask how the text applies to our life and how we respond to that. For instance, if it was written 
to a group of believers in the first century that’s awesome, but now, since I’m not in the first century 
what does that mean for me? We ask the Holy Spirit to guide us through that and we carefully study the 
text to make sure we are faithful to the Word of God. So, we are going through the Book of Luke right 
now and if you are visiting we welcome you and we invite you into our study. 

We are in the middle of a very weighty text. Before I dive in, I have to confess that this has been 
extremely convicting for me. I’m in the middle of a heavy preaching and travel schedule right now. I was 
just sitting and thinking that I will be going to the DC area in the next month and a half to preach and 
teach and I’ll be Jacksonville, Florida. We have a lot going on here at Snowbird camp, so I’m preparing a 
lot of sermons and I have deadlines for notes, and questions, and stuff. A lot of times, when I’m going to 
be preaching somewhere, I have to send sermon manuscripts, and outlines, and discussion questions, 
and things like that. So, I’m preparing all of that and sending it on ahead and I’m spending lots of time in 
study every day. Life is busy, but in the middle of all of that, this text has just come out and gotten a hold 
of my heart this week and convicted me down into the core of who I am. 

I’ll just start by confessing about several relationships. One is the relationship with my dad. I 
struggle with holding onto bitterness and anger toward my father because of things he did when he was 
in this world and in this life. He’s been dead for ten years and there are days where I really have to 
wrestle with that. So, God has convicted me over my unwillingness to sometimes let go of emotions. 
Some of you are already getting nervous. Your palms are getting sweaty and you are like, “Uh-oh, this is 
going to be one of those sermons where he is going to start pushing buttons.” Man, I’m just going to tell 
you what the text says. My opinions will not get in the way, I promise. But I’m telling you that it’s been 
really convicting. And several other, more current relationships have me saying that I have to let it go. 

Here’s what I want to say to give some clarity to the text before we dive into it. Because, for 
those of you who are Red Oak family you have already read the text and you know where we are going. 
By going through books of the Bible, you’ve read it, you’ve studied it, and you may have talked about it 
in discipleship group this week. One thing that I want to be really clear on, on the front side of this, is 
that you can forgive someone and extend grace to them and that not mean that there is a removal of 
consequences and conflict. Did you hear what I said? You can forgive someone who has wronged you 
but there may still be strained relationships, consequences, and conflict that exist between you and that 
person. There are biblical examples. David was a man after God’s own heart and God blessed him 
greatly. But we know that the sword never departed from his house and he wasn’t allowed to build the 
Temple. There were things that were withheld from his life in his later years as a result of his actions and 
disobedience toward the Lord. Moses, who devoted his life to leading the people of Israel out of 
bondage and slavery, and devoted his life to writing down the words of God, was diligent and faithful. 
He wrote down what God said and gave us the first five books of the Bible. He was a very prophetic man 
and a messianic figure who foreshadowed Jesus. If you know what foreshadowing means, it means he 
pointed us to Christ. Moses was not allowed to go into the Promised Land. The greatest joy of his life 



would have been to lead those people into the Promised Land. But sometimes there are consequences 
and conflict that cannot be removed or resolved in this life. 

If you are a person who has been divorced and remarried that is the kind of thing we are talking 
about. There are things that you cannot go back and undo or fix. You have to live with certain things, 
and sometimes it wasn’t your fault and sometimes it was. And here is what I want you to know as we 
work through the text. The grace of God rests on the believer and He’s going to do whatever you need 
for Him to do to guide you through conflict in your life. He will give you grace to be able to receive and 
deal with pain that has been inflicted into your life and also give you the grace to extend toward others 
who may have inflicted that pain. He is going to give you wisdom to navigate conflict in your life. Some 
of you who have come into church tonight have conflict with family and coworkers, sons and daughters, 
mothers and fathers, and brothers and sisters. There is existing conflict in your life and I’m not going to 
tell you to go fix that tonight but we are going to go see what the Word of God says. It may be that for 
some of you, when this is over you will need to go to somebody and put this thing in front of them and 
ask how you are going to work through this. For some of you, you may have to embrace the reality that 
for a long, long time you are going to have to live with some broken relationships and consequences to 
actions that have happened that we can’t really fix. 

But one of the things that the text is going to do is speak to the heart of each one of us. It’s a 
heart issue. Jesus always addresses the heart. He will say things like, “You have heard this law or this 
commandment laid down and I say that we are not talking about the physical action. We are talking 
about the condition of the heart.” For instance, Jesus said, “You’ve heard it said in the commandments, 
‘Don’t commit adultery.’ What I’m going to say is, ‘Don’t commit lust in your heart.’” Jesus always goes 
beyond what man is capable of doing and then He says, “And I’ll give you the grace to be obedient to 
what I’m telling you to do.” So, Jesus is going to give us grace as we navigate the text. 

We are going to dive into Luke 6:27, 
 

“But I say to you who hear…..” 
 
Jesus is speaking. And I want to pause right here and go back several weeks. If you weren’t here 

the week we looked at the introduction to discipleship, discipleship is following Jesus, obeying Jesus, 
acting like Jesus, and becoming more like Jesus. When we were introduced to discipleship we were 
introduced to this pattern of discipleship that always begins with listening to Jesus. If you want to walk 
faithfully and obediently in your life, and if I want to walk faithfully and obediently in my life, I need to 
be listening to Jesus every day. How do we listen to Jesus? We can go external and listen to sermons and 
read books and things like that but the most important means of communication God is going to give us 
is His Word, and from His Word He is going to give us wisdom, and conviction, and He’s going to reprove 
us. That means that He is going to make adjustments in our lives and He is going to correct us. He is 
going to give us weight of conviction and help us navigate difficult situations that we might find 
ourselves in. So, the Word of God is going to give you wisdom. The Word of God is not laid out like a 
roadmap. It is not laid out like an anecdote or a formula. In other words, if you are going to try to make 
a decision about who you are going to marry or a job change, don’t expect to open the Bible and see a 
verse that addresses that very specific thing. But what the Word of God will do is it will enable God to 
speak most directly to you, and in hearing from God you will gain wisdom. The Word of God will give us 
wisdom and we need wisdom to make life decisions. We need wisdom to make relationship decisions. 

So, as Jesus is getting ready to go into this very difficult and heavy teaching that has to do with 
forgiving people, He is going to say, “Listen to what I’m saying. Listen Church. Listen Red Oak. Listen to 
what I’m saying. I’m going to tell you how to do this and how to navigate this.” So, this is the first step of 
discipleship. We want to be in this pattern of discipleship, which is listening, receiving what God says, 
and then acting in obedience. Listen, receive and accept, and then act in obedience. 



“But I say to you who hear….” 
 
We are going to get five observations out of the text and the first one is that it is critical that 

every day of your life that you are listening. If you are going to get relationships right you have to be 
listening to the voice of the Lord. 

 
“But I say to you who hear….” 

 
You are a disciple and you are listening. So, “you who hear” means that Jesus is talking to 

believers. These are not just life principles for all of humanity. This is a specific teaching to the Church. 
Who hears Jesus? Disciples, followers of Christ, those of us who are sons and daughters of God. 

 
“Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 
Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not 
demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.” 
  
The second observation is that this is only possible by and through the love of Jesus in me. It 

would be really hard enough to love an enemy. But here’s what happens. I grew up being given this little 
tidbit of advice for life: “We have to hate the sin but love the sinner.” Did you grow up hearing that? 
Maybe you’ve said it. You might have even taught that to your own kid. I’ve probably taught that to my 
kids along the way. The danger with that mindset is that we tend to put ourselves in a seat or position of 
judgment. When we put ourselves in a position of judgment then we begin to blend the sin and the 
sinner together. We say, “I have to love that person but I don’t have to love their sin.” But what Jesus is 
saying is that you need to love your enemy and you need to do good to them. Because when Jesus saves 
us He separates us from our sin. Before I met Jesus, I was defined by my sin. Before you met Jesus, you 
were defined by your drug addiction, or your adultery, or your self-righteousness. Before you met Jesus, 
you were defined by the fact that you were born into sin. Before you met Jesus, you were defined by 
your mental disorder or your depression. Before you met Jesus, you were defined by your anxiety. Now 
that you are in Christ, you cannot take that sin and heap it up on Christ any more than it was heaped on 
Him on the cross. At the cross, He murdered that sin, buried it, left it dead and burning in Hell, and it’s 
done with. So, the life that He has called us to live is a life of victory in and through the power of His 
resurrection. So, for a believer, Jesus has separated us from our sin. We are not defined by our sin. If we 
are an unbeliever, we are under the power and control of our sin and so our sin is the defining 
characteristic in our life. This is both personal and active sin and the nature of sin, or the fact that we are 
sinful in our flesh by our nature. 

So, what happens is that Jesus says, “I want you to love that person,” and here’s where we go—
we go, “I’ve gotta love him so I’m going to love him,” but then we don’t act in love toward him. Is that 
really loving him? Probably not. Like, if I say, “I really love that person but I ain’t gonna talk to him,” or “I 
really love him but…,” and we start to lay disclaimers down on how we are going to love that person, we 
are probably not really loving him. What Jesus is doing is He is raising the ante again. He’s saying we 
need to love each other and we need to act on that love. Again, remember, we are guided by these 
principles of justice and mercy, so Jesus is not saying, “You need to love that person and you need to 
empower them to continue acting the way they’ve been acting.” That’s not what He’s saying. For 
instance, He says that you should love people who abuse you. Listen, we need to address this. If you are 
a person who was abused as a spouse or as a child, God is not saying for you to love that person, forgive 
them, and let them keep abusing you. That’s not what He is saying. Jesus would never say to go into that 



situation where as a mother you are exposing your child to an abusive home situation. That’s not what 
He’s saying. What He’s saying is that sometimes the way we love someone and then act on that love is 
to withdraw from that person. Sometimes the most loving thing I can do is separate myself from 
someone so that I don’t enable and empower them to continue acting in that manner. Make sense? It’s 
critical that we understand that this is not just an attitude but it’s an action that goes with the attitude. 
Jesus always does this; He gives us an attitude or a command that has an action and a mindset that go 
together. It’s important that we understand this. Jesus always says to act this way and think this way, 
and they always line up. So, our actions and our thoughts, the condition of our heart, need to line up 
with what Jesus is telling us to do and how He’s telling us to act. So, He’s saying, “Love people, but don’t 
just love them, treat them right. Treat them the way that they need to be treated.” 

So, sort of the parameters for how they need to be treated is that we need to treat them in a 
way that will point them to Jesus. And here’s what happens. We tend to get caught in bad cycles of 
holding grudges and staying mad. I’ve met people who have been holding grudges for twenty, thirty, or 
forty years and they can’t let it go. Here’s what happens when you hold a grudge or you maintain 
bitterness and resentment toward someone. That sucks the life and joy out of you and puts you into a 
personal prison. Bitterness handcuffs and chains the life that Christ died to set free. Bitterness, and 
resentment, and anger will control your joy, keep you in a personal prison, and will squeeze the joy and 
life out of you. 

Psychologists have talked about something called the “OODA loop.” Now, I want to explain what 
the OODA loop is because it helped this click for me. I have used this in a lot of areas of my life and I’ve 
explained it to my kids. I’ve explained it to the SWO Institute kids. I’ve used it a lot. OODA is an acronym 
that stands for observe, orient, decide, and act. Here is where it comes from. In the Korean War the 
Soviet fighter jets, called Migs, were a superior aircraft to what our troops were flying so they kept 
getting the upper hand in air battles. There was an officer in the Air Force who realized that what would 
happen is that when you had two fighter planes, and the pilot in the front was about to get shot down 
and so he would begin to turn, and pull on the stick, and move like this, until in his panic he would just 
pull harder but he wouldn’t change his action. He would just pull as hard as he could and he would get 
out-maneuvered by the plane pursuing him, until the one in pursuit would ultimately get into position 
and shoot him down. This man said that what we have to do is realize that flying a fighter jet is a series 
of observing, orienting myself to the situation, deciding how I’m going to act, and acting on it. So, the 
task or endeavor of flying fighter jets is one of hundreds, if not thousands, of split-second decisions, one 
right after the other. 

Now, this got carried over into different types of military and combat training and then it got 
carried over into the corporate world. When a company is trying to make a profit and they are stuck in a 
rut and not making money, they need to see if they are just doing the same thing over and over, 
because if they are it will lead to a destructive tendency. In the military world, if you are shooting at the 
enemy and they keep coming at you, and you keep doing what you’re doing but they don’t stop doing 
what they’re doing, then you need to change what you’re doing. It’s a really practical teaching 
application for pretty much every part of life. We work through hundreds of OODA loops every day. 
Psychologists will tell us that. 

When you drive home tonight you will work through several dozen OODA loops. I’ll give you an 
example. When you drive home you will not drive with a completely immovable steering wheel. You will 
drive like this, right? What are you doing? You are observing the position of the vehicle on the road, you 
are orienting the steering where it needs to be to keep the vehicle between the lines, you are deciding 
to brake, give gas, and steer, and you are acting on those decisions. When you see a stop sign you stop. 
You look both ways. You are observing and you are orienting yourself. Something as simple as driving 
shows us how the OODA loop works. 



Now, here is what happens if you take the principle of the OODA loop and put it into your life 
emotionally. Here is what people do. They get stuck in a loop of emotion that they can’t break out of. 
I’m mad, I’m hurt…I’m mad, I’m hurt…I’m mad, I’m hurt. Every once in a while they’ll throw in an “I don’t 
care.” Yeah, you do, or you wouldn’t have said that. You get in this cycle that viciously throws you 
around like a washing machine that just tumbles, and tumbles, and tumbles, until you’re spiritually dizzy 
and emotionally carsick. What Jesus is saying is that by loving your enemies you step out of that cycle of 
bitterness and resentment, and you get your head above water, and you see the freedom and life that 
Jesus has for you, and you can move out of that personal prison of bitterness. 

Don’t give the person who hurt you twenty years ago the authority in your life that Jesus should 
have. By that, I mean don’t let them control your joy. Don’t let them control your sleep at night. Don’t 
let them control how you live your life. Live in the freedom that Christ has called you to live in. 

So, there are three things we need to know, and believe, and act on if we are going to get this 
second observation right. First, this will require a great deal of submission to Jesus and to the Holy Spirit 
in our minds and hearts because it’s not normal or natural to do this. It’s not. The Darwinian mindset of 
survival of the fittest says that if you hurt me I will hurt you worse. Or, for some of you, it’s not if you 
hurt me I will hurt you worse, but it’s if you hurt me I will curl up and hide so that you can’t hurt me 
again. Whatever the reaction is—whether I build a wall and hide behind it or if I draw my sword and 
start slicing off arms and legs, emotionally speaking. Sometimes we are not hurt but we are angry. Do 
you ever get mad and do something stupid in public and have to apologize to your kids? Me, either, ha, 
ha. Do you ever get mad at your kid and have to apologize? That’s really humbling. Dads, maybe that’s 
what you need to do. Let me just stop right there and say to some of you dads, maybe you need to go 
apologize to your kids for something they’ve seen in the way you’ve acted. 

Psychologists will also tell us that all humans are broken into two categories—fight or flight. The 
fighters are not necessarily stronger. This is a survival mechanism where there are some people who 
when you attack them they attack right back. I had an aunt when I was growing up and you knew that 
before the food got there that she would have had three arguments with the people at the next table 
over, the server, and some random dude walking by outside. She was just looking for a fight all the time. 
I was scared to death of her. I hated going to her house because I felt I was going to get whooped three 
times before I got out of there. Some people are fighters by nature and they like conflict. Some people  
enjoy conflict. We like the idea of somebody kicking the front door in during the middle of the night so 
we can go at them with the 12-gauge. “C’mon! I got something for you!” Some people, we like that. Not 
‘we’—I don’t know who I’m talking about right now. But it’s a preservation trait that says that if I can 
attack you more aggressively than you attack me then I win and at the end of the day I’m standing. 
Okay? But the flight mindset says that when I get attacked I will withdraw, and build a wall, and I hide 
behind it. It’s the same thing—it’s a survival mechanism. Make sense? So you find people who are really 
edgy, and quick to blow their horn, or flip somebody off, or get mad at the server who is just trying to do 
her job. Your coffee drink is not exactly the temperature you want it and we live in a very entitled 
society. Christians could really shine the light by just being nice to the people we buy stuff from, much 
less loving our enemies. We can’t even be nice to the people who are making us food and drink. Some 
people are on edge all time and are looking for a way to lash out. Maybe that goes back to when you 
were a child and that was programmed into you because you had to learn to survive. But other people 
are looking for opportunities to avoid conflict. “Watch out for so-and-so; I heard he’s down at the 7/11. 
Get your gas at the other end of town.” Sometimes it’s the right thing to do to avoid conflict but 
sometimes it’s not. Sometimes it’s the right thing to do to fight. Sometimes it’s the right thing to do to 
avoid conflict. Sometimes it’s not. It’s right to fight if my family is in danger. It’s right to fight if someone 
has attacked the sacred honor of your marriage. It’s right to fight if someone has come against what God 
is doing in your life and they are trying to tear down the work of the Gospel in a community or church. 



It’s right to stand up and speak out. And sometimes it’s right to withdraw. We don’t build a wall and 
hide behind it but we just withdraw, and let the smoke clear, and let it burn itself out. 

James says that you can use your tongue in such a way that you set a fire that can burn a whole 
forest. Sometimes you need to back up, let the forest burn, and then go in and rebuild. But emotionally 
we tend to be fight or flight. So, it’s either I’m coming at you to preserve myself or I’m hiding to preserve 
myself emotionally. This affects relationships, where people end up not sorting out their problems. They 
hide from conflict or they are constantly fighting and bickering and they can’t get along. The answer to 
all of this is to submit to Jesus. Literally, submit your joy to Jesus. Submit your fear to Jesus. Surrender 
your relationships to Jesus. Surrender your conflicts to Jesus. Surrender your past to Jesus. This will be a 
constant work in your life. This is not something where you are going to say, “Great! My burden is lifted 
because I gave it all to Jesus,” and then walk off. I think that a lot of times people think that if I tell Jesus, 
“You can have it all,” that I can walk away and the rest of my life is going to be easy. I’ve heard preachers 
say that the problem with us being living sacrifices is that every time we get on the altar we crawl off. 
Some things in our lives are going to have to be put to death and submitted to the Lord every day. 
Submission to Jesus is something I have to know and believe. 

The next thing I need to know and believe if I’m going to do this, because I can’t do it in my own 
strength, is that I will need to be constantly dwelling on the truth and reality of the Gospel. The Gospel 
and the work of Jesus is the ultimate example to us and the ultimate expression of this principle. In the 
Gospel, we are the recipients of the very kind of love and grace that Jesus is calling us to give. So, if I’m 
reminded of the Gospel—Paul says to the Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 15, 

 
“I would remind you, brothers, of the Gospel I preached to you, which you 

received, in which you now stand, and in which you are being saved.” 
 
The Gospel has been received, we now stand firm in the Gospel, and it is the thing that will carry 

us into eternity. So, live in the power of the Gospel, and in doing that we see the expression of this 
principle coming to us through Jesus. Have you ever just felt overwhelmed by the love of Jesus in your 
life, and you go, “Why does Jesus love me like He does? I wouldn’t have saved me. There is no way I 
would have saved me. There are a lot better people that Jesus could have saved.” So, the Gospel 
humbles us and reminds us. 

The third thing is that we need to remember that we once were enemies of God. It was this kind 
of love, perfected, that brought us into relationship with Him. The Bible says that apart from Christ we 
were enemies of God. Our mind was set on the flesh, and the Bible says in Romans 8 that the mind set 
on the flesh is hostile toward God. What Jesus does in His great love and mercy is that He gets us and 
brings us into a relationship with the Father. So, we need to remember that we were once enemies of 
God.  

Let me say these three things again. I see people writing notes pretty fast. This is going to 
require a great deal of submission to Jesus. We need to be constantly dwelling on the truth and reality 
of the Gospel. And number three, we need to remember that we once were enemies of God. This will be 
the healing factor in our living relationships—husbands, wives, kids, coworkers, parents who abused us 
in the past, ex bosses, kids at school who tried to run you down, bully you, be ugly to you. It could be the 
thing that enables us to move past pain and hurt caused by people who have died. 

I find myself in a lot of counseling situations and a lot of it is with young people. I’ll never forget 
sitting on a little bench that is right out these doors and around the corner probably twelve years ago. A 
young lady explained to me that when she was about ten years old she started to be sexually abused by 
her stepfather. This is going to hit home with a lot of you. There are a lot of our ladies, in particular, who 
have had a past of sexual abuse, and there are some of our men who have. When this girl was about ten 
she was being sexually abused and by the time she was twelve it was full-blown rape that was repeated. 



Eventually, when she was about fourteen this man went to prison for what he was doing. Then, as a 
sixteen-year-old, sitting right out here, she set her mind on the fact that she was going to confront him 
when he got out of prison and she was going to tell him, “I free you from this. I forgive you from this. I 
will not let the enemy hold this over my head. You are free and I love you because Jesus has loved me 
and saved me.” It was a powerful moment as we sat there and she articulated as a sixteen-year-old 
what she was going to say. I didn’t coach her, or steer her, or guide her. Then, she called me about a 
year later and said, “Hey, so-and-so is getting out of prison. I just want to give you a reminder to be 
praying for me. I’m going to see him the first chance I get and I’m going to tell him that Christ has saved 
me, He has set me free from what you did to me, and He has become the scapegoat who has received 
the scorn and shame of that sin, and I am free in Jesus. Now, I want to release you from that and I am 
going to pray that God saves you.” The man got out of prison, went straight to his house, and hanged 
himself in the basement, and committed suicide. The girl called me distraught. She had hung all of her 
hope on this Gospel interaction with this man. A couple of months later she came back here and I was 
able to sit down with her and say, “Listen, what you had done you had done in your heart first and the 
action would follow. Sometimes the action goes first and the heart follows. Sometimes God says, ‘Act on 
this and your heart will follow.’” Have you ever had that happen? You’re like, “I don’t want to do this but 
I’m going to go to this person and try to reconcile. I’m going to tell them I forgive them,” and then the 
Lord brings your heart along in line with that obedient action. But sometimes you have to release it in 
your heart first and then maybe you never have the opportunity to act on it. It is simply between you 
and God that you say, “God, I submit everything to you. It’s yours.” You may never get to look that 
person in the eye. You may never get to actually say to them, “I forgive you.” So, this is really about a 
condition of the heart, which is exactly what the Gospel is. The Gospel of Jesus Christ, saving lost people, 
addresses the sin and condition of the heart. So, we have been recipients of God’s grace and God says 
that we should then act as ministers of God’s grace. The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 4 that we are 
stewards of the mysteries of God and we are literally ministers of reconciliation. We reconcile people to 
people and people to God in the way that we love them and show grace. 

Observation number three. Verse 31, 
 

“And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.” 
 
The example for this is to think about how I want people to treat me and then treat others that 

way. I just want to say one thing about this that helps me because that’s pretty common sense. How do 
you want to be treated? Okay, then treat people like that. For me, I’m pretty hardheaded, and some of 
you are pretty hardheaded, so you don’t even realize how people are treating you sometimes. So, think 
about this—think about the person who you love most in this world—the human that is dearest to you. 
If you are a dad, think about any and all of your kids. If you are a mom, think about any and all of your 
kids. If you are a granddad or grandma, take one of your grandkids and think about a person who you 
have deep love for. How do you want that person to be treated on a daily basis? Treat people like that. 
That’s really practical, isn’t it? Because a lot of times I think that I don’t care how you treat me, but we 
really do care because we are relational people. A lot of times it goes back into building a wall and being 
tough. I don’t care how you treat me. Men, treat your wives the way you want your daughters to one 
day be treated by their husbands, and then you will have a right to speak into their lives when it comes 
time for them to choose a husband. Treat your sons the way that you want them to be treated so that 
one day you can guide them through the most difficult situations and decisions they have to make in 
life. Then, treat others that way. Treat others the way you want your kids to be treated, the way you 
want your spouse to be treated, the way you want to be treated. It’s a really good, practical picture that 
Christ is painting for us.  

Observation number four. Verse 32, 



 
““If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners 

love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do good to you, what 
benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.” 
 
If I don’t act like Jesus in this area of my life then I will act like a lost person acts. I will act in a 

manner unworthy of the Gospel that has saved me. This gets into several places where Paul says to live 
your life and act in a manner worthy of the Gospel. The way that God saved you—act that way toward 
other people. Be gracious. Be kind. The Bible says that we should be tenderhearted and forgiving one 
another. Ephesians 4:32, 

 
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, in the same way 

that Christ has forgiven us.” 
 
The way that God has forgiven us in Christ. Jesus is saying that we have two choices for how we 

are going to act. We can act like Him or we can act like lost and sinful people who have never been 
saved. I want to act like Jesus. That’s what disciples do; they act like Jesus. We act like the One we are 
following—we don’t act like the world. So, Jesus is giving us the opportunity to just act like Him. Be like 
Jesus and don’t act like the world. When you hold grudges, and you are ugly to people, and you try to 
one-up everybody else, and you try to stay in control of situations by beating people down, or holding 
onto those bitter, angry feelings, what you are doing is acting the way the world acts. As Christians, this 
is contrary to the way that Christ calls us to act. 

The point in all of this is not just to give us an impossible task or command but to give us a clear 
path to living the way that Jesus lived and denying the demands of our flesh by putting that flesh to 
death. Put to death the deeds of the flesh. Paul says, put to death the deeds of the flesh. 

Our last observation is number five. Verses 35-36, 
 

“But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.” 
 
Jesus breaks down these principles by giving us two promises. The first one is—get this right and 

you will be rewarded. Now, a few years ago it dawned on me that I don’t have to be ashamed to live the 
Christian life in light of rewards. It’s in the Bible. You can work toward rewards. Now, we have to be 
careful because this is not like you are going to have a big, awkward, heavy crown that makes you walk 
sideways that you are going to get to put at the feet of Jesus. That’s part of it. But if God never does 
anything except let us into His eternal kingdom, the reward is secure. We get to be with Jesus forever. 
That’s awesome and that’s more than we deserve. But, think about this reward that Jesus will give you—
freedom every day of your life, spiritually. Is that not what humans crave? Is that not why people chase 
the dollar, chase sexual fulfillment, chase chemical highs, chase what the world offers, consume 
themselves with the things of the world? Why? Because they don’t have freedom and they don’t have 
true, lasting joy. What Jesus is saying is that your Father will reward you with those things—in this life 
you will be at peace, you will be at rest, your heart will be established, your feet will be planted firmly in 
the Gospel of Jesus, and you will be built up into the man or the woman that God wants you to be. You 
have freedom. 

Maybe there is someone here tonight and you don’t know what it’s like to live one day of your 
life in pure, clearheaded, spiritual freedom, and Jesus is saying, “I offer that to you.” If you can get this 
right and if you can release the grudge you are holding or the bitterness you are holding onto, you can 



be free. You can be free. Your reward will be great. It’s okay to work toward rewards. Then, rewards in 
Heaven are kind of cool to think about, too. 

The second promise is that “you will be sons of the Most High God.” Jesus is attaching salvation 
to this kind of behavior. In other words, true sons of God will behave this way. If you are a Christian and 
you are a child of God this is how you are going to act. If you act this way you are a son of God. You 
receive sonship. This is an act of salvation. As you receive the Gospel—“ To as many as received Him to 
them He gave the right be to called the sons of God.” As I receive Christ and as I’m called a son of God, 
then I react and reflect that same kind of grace and love. So, I love others in the same way that God 
loves me. Ultimately, Jesus is saying that we should act toward others the way that God the Father has 
acted toward us. 

This is really neat. Throughout this passage we can look at what Jesus is saying and go, “Oh, I 
need to act that way and Jesus is the example of how to act that way.” Now, watch this. Now, He’s 
saying, “Act this way because the ultimate example of this is how the Father in Heaven acts toward 
you.” A loving Father who puts your sin on Christ and pours out His love on you. Act that way. This works 
in pretty much every area of our life. It penetrates and permeates every relationship, every thought, 
every pattern, and every action. This is important. 

I’ll give you three concluding thoughts. This will get addressed in the next text we get into next 
week. The first one is that Jesus is not abolishing the fact that we need justice to be carried out. In other 
words, we shouldn’t look at child molesters, murderers, drug dealers, armed robbers, or whatever 
horrible thing you can fabricate in your mind, and others who do harmful things to people, and say, 
“Well, we need to love them and not judge them.” Remember, justice rests on the very nature and 
character of God. So, there is a place in society and culture where evil has to be dealt with. We do not 
need to blur the lines. For instance, if you know that someone is being abused, or hurt, or damaged, and 
you say, “I don’t want to stand in condemnation or judgment,”—hey, if you don’t have the audacity to 
call the police, call the pastors here at Red Oak and we will guide you through those steps. We will help 
you take those steps. Get that child to a safe place. Get you to a safe place. We will even deal with the 
goal of reconciling the relationship. We are not out to destroy relationship—we are out to restore 
relationships. But there are times when justice has to be served because wrong has been done. 

There was a terrible story we talked through in our pastors’ meeting last night. I’m still trying to 
process this in my head. A young lady was raped repeatedly by a group of people. There was an 
abduction and then this horrible rape situation by these total strangers and they put her out and told 
her that if she told anyone who they were or where to find them that they would come and kill her 
whole family. She carried that burden for years. There are times when justice needs to be executed in 
order for grace and mercy to really be clear to the victim. 

So, as a church, as pastors and leaders we want to say to you that we want to help you navigate 
situations in life. We will help you with that. We will do it with the wisdom and counsel of Scripture. 
There are times when somebody needs to go to jail. This is not the old, “My shotgun is clean and I’m 
going to go deal with it.” We are talking about justice being served and there are times when that needs 
to happen. So, don’t cloud those two principles and ideas. Because justice rests on the very nature and 
character of God. The Law of God in the Old Testament, which is the standard of law for all societies, 
reflects the nature and person of God, so we have to keep that intact. 

The second concluding thought is this: this is not to say that there won’t be a time for war, or 
violence, or action to protect your family. Romans 13 tells us that God uses governments to put evil to 
the sword. If somebody kicks your door in and attacks your family it is okay if you defend your family. 
“Well, you know, we are supposed to turn the other cheek.” Not to a burglaring, murdering intruder. Do 
you know what I’m saying? It’s okay. Some of you are thinking, “My whole life I have heard that if 
someone assaults, or does this, or does that, I just have to turn the other cheek.” Don’t misconstrue 
what Jesus is saying. We are talking about the attitude of the heart and how we act and deal with 



conflict, but there are times when we need to act in a way where we protect and defend. Jesus tells 
Adam in the Garden of Eden, “Your job is to protect and keep (or guard) and work to provide for 
everyone in this little kingdom.” Protect it and guard it. So, make sure that we understand this. We are 
not talking about your child that was assaulted or hurt, or your wife was attacked, so you have to turn 
the other cheek. Make sure you put this within the whole context of Scripture, where justice is a 
component of God’s character and we need to keep that intact. 

Number three is where it gets really personal. I’m going to leave you with this. Listen closely. 
You might need to take your notebook and write down a name, or two, or five. Every one of us needs to 
consider how we may need to go and act in response to this message tonight. Is there someone in your 
life who you need to extend grace and forgiveness to? If that person is alive, maybe you need to actually 
physically go to them. Maybe that wouldn’t be wise. Maybe you need to write them a letter. I’ve 
counseled and guided a lot of people through the years about writing letters. Here’s why. Don’t text 
them. Don’t Facebook message them. You might need to handwrite them a letter because oftentimes 
when you go deal with that kind of confrontation you get so emotionally drawn in that you cannot 
articulate yourself clearly. Some of you might need to go sit down and write a letter and send it. One of 
the most freeing things you can do is send that letter knowing that, “Hey, I forgive you. I release you.” If 
that person is alive you might need to do that. 

But, for some of us, the person that we are holding that bitterness toward is dead or gone from 
our lives. That’s when it becomes a situation between me and Jesus. I think about this young lady who I 
talked to on the front porch. Release that person into the justice, and mercy, and ability of God to deal 
with it. Remember that Scripture will teach us in the next few verses that God is the one who is 
ultimately going to judge. I need to release people from my own grudge and my bitterness, and in doing 
that here is what I’m going to find. Go back to the last two verses. My reward from God will be freedom 
right now from the thing that has enslaved me and held me in bondage for years. Freedom would be 
awesome to have, wouldn’t it? Just live in freedom. Take a deep breath into your spiritual lungs every 
day and receive the grace of God. Let’s receive grace and let’s give grace, and let’s be practical in how 
we do that in obedience. Amen? 

Let’s pray. 
God,	I	thank	you	for	your	Word.	I	thank	you	for	the	clarity	that	you	give	to	us	through	your	

Word.	I	thank	you	that	by	your	Spirit	you	will	help	us	to	navigate	the	teaching	and	the	principles	of	
your	Word.	Help	us	to	understand	the	application	of	it	and	help	us	to	live	out	in	obedience	to	it.	
Open	our	hearts	and	help	us	to	receive	it	as	you’ve	given	it	to	us.	Help	us	to	be	submissive	and	
obedient.	I	pray	that	we	wouldn’t	be	resistant	to	conviction	and	to	your	Holy	Spirit.	I	pray	that	we	
would	be	a	church	that	extends	love	and	grace	to	one	another	and	to	people	in	our	community	and	I	
pray	that	we	would	really	be	ministers	of	reconciliation.	God,	I	guarantee	that	if	we	went	around	
this	room	tonight	that	there	are	a	lot	of	wounded,	battered	people	because	of	past	relationships	of	
pain,	and	we	may	not	ever	totally	get	over	that	in	this	life,	but	if	you	would	just	give	us	the	audacity	
to	obey	and	be	set	free	from	the	control	and	dominion	of	those	emotions.	Help	us	to	forgive	as	
Christ	forgave	and	to	trust	that	you	are	going	to	deal	justly	with	every	one	of	our	actions	and	every	
one	of	everybody	else’s	actions.	We	can	trust	that.	We	can	trust	King	Jesus.	We	can	trust	Judge	Jesus.	
So	help	us	act	according	to	your	Word	tonight.	We	pray,	in	Jesus	name.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
There is never a sermon where we should walk away only thinking, “Well, that was good,” or 

“That was interesting. I never thought about that.” But it should always be something that we meditate 
on and wrestle with the conviction and the truth that has been brought from God’s Word. That should 
be every Sunday. But as one of your pastors, I want to encourage you and admonish you to wrestle with 
this. For some of us, this is a sermon that you are going to need to listen to again this week. Get on the 



podcast. There were profound things said about very complicated and complex issues. When our 
emotions, and our soul, and our past, and everything is twisted and tied together, the grace of God has 
the power to release. But it’s complicated. When we talk about the depth of relationships that were, no 
doubt, going on in your minds, please wrestle with this. Don’t find issues in the sermon. Don’t find 
phrases that were said to argue against. But submit to this. I want to encourage us as a church because 
the reality is that you may find yourself on the other side of the relationships that we primarily talked 
about. You may be the abuser. You may be the one who has caused a root of bitterness to grow inside 
of someone. You might be a husband or father who would gladly take a bullet for your family but what 
you don’t realize is that you are their greatest fear. So, what I would say to you is that God’s grace is big 
enough, and deep enough, and strong enough to pull you out of that. You no longer have to be a slave 
to your emotions, and your anger, and your insecurities. The pastors of this church would love to walk 
through that with you. It will take a lot of humility on your part to come, and to confess, and to seek 
help. It might be how you talk to your children. 

I want to read this to you from Romans 12:17. The Word of God says, 
 

“Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight 
of all. 18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19 Beloved, never 
avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his 
head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” 
 
What’s He saying? He’s saying that how you release somebody from the pain that they have 

caused you is to trust Jesus with it. If you try to hold vengeance—if you try to hold wrath—if you try to 
hold judgment against somebody—it will consume you because you are not big enough to handle that. 
That’s only a job for God but God is big enough to handle it so trust Him with it and that will free you to 
forgive, to love, and to extend grace. The Word of God is so good to meet us where we are at and to 
give us exactly what we need.  

 
Let me read our doxology from Jude. 
 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen.” 
 
Love you, church.





April 2, 2017 
Luke 6: 37-42 
Spencer Davis 
 

Turn in your Bibles to Luke 6. We are going to be in verses 37-42. I’m excited to share with you 
guys this week. This is a tough passage. I don’t know how many of you were here last week but that 
passage kind of kicked my butt, because it was talking about “love your enemies.” That’s a difficult thing 
to do. Love your enemies. I know that a lot of folks don’t have anyone who they would consider to be 
enemies. Some do, but a lot of people think they are off the hook as far as loving their enemies. But, this 
week Luke steps it up and demands more and more from us. 

So, I want to read from Luke 6. Most of what he is talking about this week is our interaction with 
other people, how we treat those around us, in the body of Christ and those outside of the body. These 
are some of the most misquoted and misunderstood in the Scripture. You often hear them misquoted, 
especially on TV. 

 
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be 

condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. Good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For 
with the measure you use it will be measured back to you. 

39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully 
trained will be like his teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, 
but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, 
‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the 
log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.” 
 
Jesus,	I	pray	that	you	would	speak	to	us	through	your	Word.	I	pray	that	your	Holy	Spirit	has	

gone	before	us	and	that	you	have	prepared	our	hearts	already	to	hear	this	teaching.	God,	I	pray	that	
as	I	speak	that	you	would	control,	and	guide,	and	guard	my	mouth,	and	that	would	say	things	that	
are	just	from	your	Spirit	and	just	from	your	Scripture.	God,	I	pray	for	these	people	that	the	Holy	
Spirit	would	make	the	application	to	each	person	personally	and	that	you	would	show	us	who	we	
need	to	forgive	and	how	we	need	to	give	in	areas	where	we	are	seeing	things	wrongly	with	regard	
to	other	people.	We	love	you,	Jesus.	Please	guide	us	now.	In	your	name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
So, a lot of this “sermon on the plain,”—not my sermon but the sermon here in the Scriptures… 

We talk about the Sermon on the Mount and how Jesus preached similar content at a couple of 
different locations. We read the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew but this is the sermon on the plain. A 
lot of content of the sermon on the plain and the Sermon on the Mount is in a language sort of like that 
of the Proverbs. Here my thoughts on this because I think that these sayings are similar to Proverbs in a 
couple of different ways. The first is that I think that they are often generalizations on how the world 
works. When we look at the Book of Proverbs, it is good to remember that proverbs aren’t promises. 
They are generalizations on how the world works. The Proverbs would say that the righteous would 
flourish and the wicked will perish but we all know righteous who haven’t flourished and wicked who 
haven’t perished. It’s a generalization on how the world works although it may not apply to every, exact 
situation. The second thing I think about the Proverbs is that they are layered to mean something 
deeper than simply what is being said. 

For example, one of my favorite Proverbs is Proverbs 14:4. It says this, 



 
“Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean. But abundant crops come by the 

strength of the ox.” 
 
I love this proverb because if I let myself I would be a little bit OCD, a little bit too clean, a little 

bit too particular. This proverb is great, so let’s think of it in those two terms—in generalizations and in 
layers. This is a general statement, because does having an ox mean that you will always have abundant 
crops? No, it doesn’t mean that, but generally, if you have an ox to help you work it is going to mean you 
get a lot more work done. But I think there is another layer to this where the proverb is not just talking 
about oxen or crops. I think of it like this. This is my application—where there are no kids the house is 
clean. But, much joy comes from children. So, I love this verse. It reminds me a lot of times to chill out. 
This is more joyful. This is better. 

The sermon on the plain is like this in a lot of ways because it is general statements but it is also 
layered statements. Because, when you read a statement that says something like, “Forgive and you will 
be forgiven,” a lot of little red flags pop up and we think things like, “Is this works-based salvation? What 
is he saying here, exactly? If you forget to forgive somebody will Jesus forget to forgive you?” How does 
this work out. 

So, I want to look at a couple of things that the sermon on the plain is not. It’s not a lot of wise 
sayings just to make the world a better place but it is also not describing salvation through actions or 
works. In part, I think that the sermon on the plain is describing and illustrating what a saved person acts 
like and how a saved person thinks. So, we will drop right into verse 37, 

 
“Judge not and you will not be judged.” 

 
The world loves this verse. This is our culture’s favorite verse in the world. You’ve probably 

heard this verse if you’ve tried to share the Gospel with somebody or talked to somebody about 
something in their life that doesn’t line up with Scripture. They’ll say, in the words of Tupac, “Only God 
can judge me.” Right? There are a lot of great theologians out there.  

Kent Hughes says, 
 
“This is the Magna Carta of the American religion.” 
 
A lot of non-believers, if they don’t know but two or three verses in the Bible this is for sure to 

be at least part of one of them. Our culture loves this verse because, like Kent Hughes says, 
 
“Judging someone is thought to be the most heinous of crimes. We live in a culture that says, 
‘You can’t tell me what to do. You can’t tell me how to dress. You can’t tell me my gender. You 
can’t tell me who to love. Who are you to judge me?’ Because where autonomy is king, judgment 
is the worst crime in society.” 
 
But the thing is, if you lift a sentence out of its context you can make it say whatever you want. 

“Judge not and you won’t be judged.” But when you look at it in its context—we just finished a whole 
section about loving your enemies. Before that, at the end of chapter 5, it was talking about the 
Pharisees and how they treated sinners. In Luke 5:29-32, it says this, 

 
“Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax 

collectors and others reclining at table with them. 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes 



grumbled at his disciples, saying, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and 
sinners?’” 
 
They were judging people because they were sinful. “Why are you eating with these sinners? 

They are too far gone. These are bad people; why are you eating together with them?” 
 

“And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, 
but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to 
repentance.” 
 
So, we just finished a section where the Pharisees have been judging sinners and saying that 

they are too far gone. Now, God is telling us here to love your enemies. Don’t judge them.  
So, a couple of questions jump out when we start talking about judging other people. Is there 

never a time to judge people? Does God judge people? Yes, He does. God has all authority and He 
judges people. Are we, at times, called to judge? Yeah, we are. Even if you look down in verses 43-44, 
there are times when we are called to discern what’s going on in people’s lives. We are called to judge 
someone by their fruit. This is talking about something a little bit different. In the context, Luke has just 
finished talking about enemies. To continue that passage, Luke is telling us to not judge enemies. 

John MacArthur says it this way, 
 
“Don’t judge. Don’t condemn. Those are negatives. Positively, pardon and give. To whom? To 
your enemies. To the enemies of the Gospel, to the enemies of the cross, to the enemies of 
Christ. Do not judge them. You say, ‘Well, wait a minute. Are you saying we shouldn’t evaluate?’ 
No, you should. Even in this same passage, verses 42 to 45, we are going to see that. We can 
assess their spiritual condition. This doesn’t forbid law, government, justice, courts. It doesn’t 
forbid discernment, conviction, rightly assessing someone, and confronting their sin. It doesn’t 
forbid that. What it forbids is some kind of harsh, hard, critical, compassionless hostility to 
enemies. 
 
We’ve already had a pretty good hint at this when back in verse 28 it said, ‘Bless those who curse 
you. Pray for those who mistreat you.’ That’s the idea. Don’t become their judge. Don’t 
pronounce judgment on them. Speak blessing into their lives. Don’t pass sentence on them. Love 
them mercifully. Love them kindly.” 
 
John Calvin says it this way, 
 
“It’s not necessary that believers should become blind, and perceive nothing, but only that they 
should refrain from an undue eagerness to judge. For otherwise, the proper bounds of rigor will 
be exceeded by every man who desires to pass sentence on his brethren.” 
 
I think what this passage is talking about is mimicking God in our attitude towards man. 

Mimicking God in our attitude toward sinners. Right? Don’t condemn, it says. You are not the final 
arbiter of judgment. You can’t hand down a sentence to somebody. But how many times have we done 
this? We’ve seen somebody who keeps screwing up, and keeps screwing up, and keeps screwing up, and 
we pronounce judgment on them and say, “They’re done. I’m done with them. They are past forgiveness 
and they are done. They are judged.” Here’s the thing I think we need to remember. This passage is all 
talking about fruit and we are called to mimic God in loving our enemies and not judging them. We are 
called to mimic God in this. Because we can’t forget where we came from. All of us were God’s enemies 
at one point. Everybody in this room, at one point, or maybe still—if you are a believer, at one point in 



the past you were God’s enemy. That is huge to remember. When we read a passage about ‘don’t judge’ 
we need to remember where we came from. Pre-Christ, look at what it says about us in John 3:19-20, 

 
“And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 

the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should 
be exposed.” 
 
This says that before Jesus, you and I loved the darkness. We loved it. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:14 says, 
 

“The natural person….” 
 
That’s you when you come into the world. 
 

“The natural person doesn’t accept the things of the Spirit of God because they 
are folly to him.” 
 
The things of God, for a natural person, are useless to you. They are foolishness. They are folly 

to you. This is our condition before Christ. 
 
Romans 8:7-8 says, 
 

“The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to 
God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
 
Here’s the deal. None of us came into the world neutral. We came into the world hating God. 

That’s a harsh statement but it’s true according to the Scripture. We didn’t come into the world neutral 
and then ask ourselves if we should follow God or not. We didn’t pick a team. 

You know that the NCAA finals are coming up, right? Gonzaga University and UNC. Do you have 
a team in the fight? Most sporting events are like this. With the NCAA tournament you start out with 64 
teams. Let’s take out the half of the room that doesn’t care anything about college basketball. Maybe 
it’s seventy-five percent of the room that doesn’t care anything about college basketball. So, of the 
twenty-five percent of the room that’s remaining, what are the chances that you, personally, are 
passionate about Gonzaga and UNC? It’s pretty slim. We are probably talking about a slim percentage of 
people in the room who are really passionate about this. Because, usually with big sporting events like 
the Super Bowl, or the NBA finals, or the NCAA championship, we come into it neutral. Who played in 
the last Super Bowl? Remember? A few people. Atlanta? Most of us come into these big sporting events 
neutral, like, “I don’t really care who wins. I just want to see a good game and good commercials. Really, 
I just want to eat cheese dip. That’s all I’m really concerned with.” We come into the game neutral but 
that’s not how we come into the world. We don’t come into the world neutral and then say, “Should I go 
with God or not go with God?” These verses are saying that we come into the world already on a side. 
We are already on a side that hates God. We come into the world enemies of God already. 

People may say, “No, I didn’t. I didn’t come into the world hating God.” We don’t hate the idea 
of a god, so long as it’s a god we can tailor-make that is cool with what we are cool with. But we hate 
the idea of the God of the Bible because He makes demands on our life. We were under 



condemnation—all of us were under condemnation—but the great news of the Gospel is Romans 5:6-
11. Listen to this, 

 
“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.” 

 
For those that hated Him, for those who weren’t on His team, for those who thought the things 

of Christ were useless, for those that love the darkness, for those who were hostile to God. 
 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For 
one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die— 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 
much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are 
reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also rejoice in God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 
 
This passage is amazing. This is saying that while you were God’s enemy He died for you. This is 

a huge concept. The verse says that you can’t find somebody who dies for a perfect person. You can’t. 
You might be able to find the one in a million person who would die for a good man. 

I used this illustration not too long ago. There is a guy who won the Medal of Honor who was a 
Marine. His name is Kyle Carpenter. Have you heard of this guy? He was on a patrol in Afghanistan and 
he was on a rooftop. Some of his team members were busting down doors on the street level and he 
and another guy were on rooftop patrol. His team was busting down doors and getting the bad guys, 
and right around daybreak the enemy started fighting back and one of the enemies threw a grenade up 
onto the roof where Kyle Carpenter and his friend were. Immediately, when that thing hit the roof, Kyle 
went to dive onto it and before he could get all the way down on it the grenade blew up and actually 
blew off the right half of his face. He’s missing an eye and missing his bottom jaw. He’s had to have so 
many reconstructive surgeries but he lived and he got the Medal of Honor for it. He saved his friend’s 
life. What do we call a guy like that? A hero, exactly. He’s a hero. He sacrificed his life for his friend, a 
guy who was on his team. He was going to sacrifice his life for a guy that he had sweat with, and talked 
with, and laughed with, and served together with. 

This verse says that you can’t find a guy like that. You can’t find a guy who dies for a good man. 
But this says, even more so, Christ died for His enemies—His enemies. This brings it to another whole 
level. When you start talking about the Gospel you think about these realities that are in Scripture. In 
Ephesians 1, it tells us so many realities that are true about us. Like, you were adopted into God’s family. 
What a huge reality. We have several families in our church who have adopted. It’s a wonderful reality—
adoption. But take it up another level and think how God adopted His enemies. People are adopting kids 
who need a home and that’s wonderful, but God adopted His enemies. If you think about election, God 
chose His enemies. It’s crazy. Forgiveness—God forgave His enemies. These things take on a whole 
other dimension when we think about that. God didn’t forgive His enemies like, “I forgive you but I’m 
still going to hold this over you,” or “I forgive you but….” It’s complete forgiveness. In fact, the Scripture 
uses so many different wordings to talk about forgiveness and to tell us how final it is. 

If you look at just a few of them – In Psalm 103:12, God describes forgiveness as removing our 
sins from the east to the west. He removes them as far as the east is from the west. You can’t get any 
farther away. How final a statement that is about our sins. In Isaiah 44, it says that God makes our sins 
disappear like a cloud or disappear like a mist. They are gone. There's no remnant of it left behind. In 
Jeremiah 31:34 it says that God doesn’t even remember our sins anymore. They are gone from His 



memory. In Micah 7:19, it describes God treading our sins underfoot, like stomping on them, and then 
taking them and throwing them into the deepest part of the ocean. They are gone forever. In 1 John 1:9, 
He describes our sin as being clean from it completely. We are washed from it completely. What final 
language. He couldn’t use any more illustrations to tell us that our sins are gone. You were God’s enemy 
but now your sins are gone. They are underfoot, they are in the ocean, they are east to west, they are 
gone like a cloud, they’ve been washed clean completely, they are gone, gone, gone. You went from 
being enemies to being completely forgiven. 

So, in that context, when Luke says, “judge not,” or “condemn not” we are supposed to mimic 
Christ. Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn it because that was already done. The world stood 
in condemnation. Jesus didn’t come into the world to condemn it but to save it. So we, our part, when 
we see men, or women, or we see the enemies of God, we should see them as already condemned and 
extend to them what they don’t already have, which is forgiveness. They have condemnation and they 
don’t need more of that from us. They stand condemned already. They need forgiveness, and grace, and 
mercy. They need to have extended to them what we’ve had extended to us, through Christ. That isn’t 
to say that we don’t mention the condemnation that man sits under. That’s part of the love and the way 
that we extend grace to them. We mention the condemnation that man sits under but it means that we 
should never sit comfortably in a seat of judgment, pronouncing sinners too unclean to receive God’s 
mercy. Have we done this? I have. I’ve done it subtly. It’s usually not something that you would voice or 
articulate. It’s something that you’d feel or think, “That person is too far gone. They’ve done too much.” 
If we do this we are shortsighted. 

2 Peter 1:5-9 says this, 
 

“For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, 
and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, 
and brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, 
they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 9 For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.” 
 
For us to love people, truly, for us to extend grace to people, we have to constantly remember, 

“I was an enemy. I was condemned.” Remember that and don’t condemn. Offer hope. That’s what our 
culture doesn’t have. They have condemnation. They don’t have hope. So, our attitude toward others 
should mimic God in not condemning.  

So, the first command is, “Judge not lest ye be judged.” The second thing he says is like it, 
 

“Forgive and you will be forgiven.” 
 
Let’s pause for a second. It sounds almost like works-based salvation. If you do the action of 

forgiving somebody then you get forgiveness. Is that what he is saying? Clearly not like that, at least. It’s 
not like, “Don’t forget to forgive somebody or else…” That’s not exactly what he’s saying. It’s not saying 
that if you just muster up the will and forgive somebody then your sins will be forgiven, because that 
would be salvation by works. 

Kent Hughes says this, 
 
“’If you forgive others their trespasses your Heavenly Father will also forgive you. If you don’t 
forgive their trespasses neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.’ You see, the forgiven 



must be forgiving. Not forgiving in order to be justified before God but because we are justified 
before God.” 
 
Do you get that? That’s huge. We are not forgiving in order to be justified. We are forgiving 

because we’ve been justified. 
 
In Ephesians, Paul expresses it this way, 
 

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ 
forgave you.” 
 
We forgive because we’ve been forgiven. We have compassion and extend forgiveness not to 

earn salvation but as evidence of our salvation. See that? We don’t forgive to earn salvation. We forgive 
because we’ve been forgiven; as evidence of our salvation. One who is characterized by judgment and a 
lack of forgiveness is exposing the fact that he or she has not been indwelt by the Spirit. That’s a gut 
check and it should be. Are you characterized by forgiving or by judgment? One who is characterized by 
a lack of forgiveness and judgment is exposing the fact that he or she has not been indwelt by the Spirit. 

Jesus illustrates this in a lot more places than just in this sermon. In Matthew 18, He tells a really 
interesting parable about the man who has been forgiven much. You’ve heard this. I’m going to read it 
and give a little commentary on it. It says this, 

 
“Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him?” 
 
That’s a good question. “Jesus, I know you say to forgive my enemies and all but isn’t there a 

limit or a line? When can I stop that?” 
 

 “As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, 
but seventy-seven times. 
 
So, is Jesus saying seventy-seven is the limit and at seventy-eight to burn them? No, He’s not 

saying that. Jesus goes on to tell him a story. He says, 
 

23 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him 
who owed him ten thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered 
him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made.” 
 
So, I did a little research. I’m sure you’ve heard figures before but this is as close as I can get to 

it. When you think about talents, it depends on whether they are silver or gold. Let’s say it’s silver, just 
for the sake of smaller numbers. One talent was equal to about 6000 denarii. A denarii was like a day’s 
wages. You work one day and you get one denarii. Then, one talent equals 6000 denarii, or 6000 days of 
working. Essentially, for twenty years of work you would earn one talent. That’s a lot of money—that’s a 
life’s savings. One talent equaled twenty years of labor. Look how much this guy owed…10000 talents! 
That’s 10000 times 20-year-lifetimes of labor. It works out to 200,000 years of labor that this guy owed. 
If you were to put it in minimum wage and account for a normal work week at fifty hours of working a 
week—that’s a lot of math—it would boil down to about 7 billion dollars today, if you calculate it in 
silver. 



So, what is Jesus saying here? This guy owed so much money that he could never repay it, no 
matter what. Jesus is trying to paint that picture. It is so much money that if the man worked 200,000 
years he would not be able to pay off this debt. So, the master ordered him to be sold with all of his 
family and payment to be made. Good luck. He’d spend the next 200,000 years paying that off. 

 
26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you everything.’  
 
“I’ll pay you all 7 billion dollars that I owe you. Just be patient.”  
 

27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave 
him the debt. 
 
Why did he forgive him? Why didn’t he put him on a payment plan? He wasn’t going to make 

that up. Let’s say the man worked another twenty years; he would pay one talent out of 10000. That’s 
nothing. So the master told him he was forgiven.  

 
28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 

who owed him a hundred denarii….” 
 
Remember, it was one denarii for one day of work. So this was a hundred days, or four months, 

worth of work. At minimum wage this would be around $11000-$12000. It would be possible to pay 
that. Maybe not right now, for some of us. Thinking about paying $12000 right now there would be no 
way. But, it’s possible that this guy could get on a payment plan and work it out, right? This is a 
manageable debt. The other debt would be fantasy. Nobody is going to pay seven billion dollars back. 
This guy could pay twelve grand back, eventually. 

 
 “And seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 So his 

fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him….,” 
 
His servant said the exact same sentence that he had said himself a little while ago, saying this, 
 

“‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30 He refused and went and put him 
in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken 
place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 
had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 
servant! I forgave you all that debt….’” 
 
Seven billion dollars…200,000 year’s worth of labor… “I forgave you all that debt…” 
 

“’Because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the 
jailers, until he should pay all his debt.” 
 
Is that ever going to happen? Never. He delivered him to jail forever…for good. It was a life 

sentence. It was impossible to pay that sort of debt back. 
 



 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive 
your brother from your heart.” 
 
What? I think the key phrase there is “from the heart.” That’s the issue in this whole deal—

forgiving someone from the heart. We can’t forgive someone from our heart until our heart has been 
changed. Right? Until we have been forgiven our impossible to pay back debt, and until our heart has 
been changed, we can’t forgive. But once we have been forgiven our grievous sins against God we can 
now forgive petty sins against another person. We can forgive somebody’s petty sins against us. 

If you think about twelve grand, that’s a sizeable chunk of money. It was a real debt, not just a 
couple of bucks that this guy owed. So, forgiving someone’s sins against you is probably still going to be 
a big deal. It won’t be, “No big deal.” Some of you in the room have had terrible things done to you by 
other people. For some of y’all, the debt is tangible and real. But we should mimic the Father in this—we 
should remember what debt we have been forgiven—this debt that is impossible to pay back. 

We can only forgive from the Spirit. Forgiveness is evidence that our heart has been changed. It 
is identifying fruit. Later on in this passage—Zach is going to talk about this next week—the next part 
talks about us being known by our fruit. That’s what the whole passage is talking about. If you forgive, if 
you are not judging, these are fruits that we can see. We will be known by our fruit, right? Apple trees 
are identified as apple trees because they produce apples. We have one in our yard. We didn’t know it 
was an apple tree. There was another tree growing up all around it and once we chopped down that 
little evergreen, these little green fruit started appearing on the tree and it turned out it was an apple 
tree. We didn’t know that. But we didn’t go out there and pick one of the apples and say, “Now, tree, 
you have earned the right become an apple tree.” It was an apple tree all along but the fruit showed us 
that it was. 

So, this is saying that these fruits in our life are evidence. They aren’t earning, they are evidence. 
Hearts that have been changed to be like Christ, act like Christ with regards to judgment, mercy, and 
forgiveness. So, if you don’t see that these things are evidence and not earning then you would be 
tempted to see a lot of this sermon on the plain as works-based salvation. That would be seeing the 
whole thing wrongly. So, let me pause for a second. I pray that the Holy Spirit makes application here. 
Last week, we talked about loving your enemies, and if you are like me maybe a name popped into your 
head. “I don’t know if I consider that person an enemy or not but they might consider me an enemy.” If 
you are like me there is a name in your head. When we talk about forgiving, there are probably a couple 
of names that pop into your head. That’s good. That’s probably by the Spirit. Forgive others. Who do you 
need to forgive? Pray that the Spirit makes application there. Think of who you need to forgive and how 
you need to go about it. Keep in mind that you have been forgiven an impossible debt. You can forgive 
others. 

Now, He takes it a step further, as if it is not hard enough already. In the next verse He says this. 
He’s already said, “Don’t judge” and then He said, “Even further, forgive.” Now, He goes even further 
and says, “Not just ‘don’t judge’ and not just ‘forgive,’ now I say, ‘give to that person.’” Give to them. 
This is not just not judging your enemies, and not just forgiving them, but also giving to them. Giving and 
giving to them. 

This is another one of those verses that is so misquoted and misused. 
 

“Give and it shall be given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap. With the measure you use it will be 
measured back to you.” 
 



How many times have you turned on the TV and heard some televangelist saying, “If you will 
just give ten dollars it will be given back to you, pressed down and shaken together”? How many people 
have given ten dollars and been like, “Where’s my lottery winnings? Where’s my money?” 

Is that what this verse is talking about? It’s not talking about that at all. If you give, it will be 
given to you. How much? This verse says more, more. But remember, these words are like proverbs. 
They are not promises. We can’t just draw a straight line. You can’t take this verse out of the context 
where it is talking about loving your enemies, forgiving your enemies, not judging, and giving, and say 
that all these other verses are talking about loving your enemies and the way that you relate to them 
and then say that this one verse is talking about money. Nope. It is not necessarily talking about money. 
Right? These are proverbs. Sometimes you give financially and you hurt financially. Sometimes you give 
your money away and you just don’t have that money anymore. It’s not that your pockets get refilled. 
Sometimes it is just like that. That is not what this part of the sermon is trying to say. These verses are 
more about giving and extending grace than extending and giving money. Right? In fact, they are more 
about the measure than they are about the substance. It talks about the measuring cup that you use; it’s 
not talking about the money or what’s in the measuring cup. So, the way you give will be used when 
giving back to you; not necessarily the material you give will be used when giving back to you. If you give 
money, that’s wonderful. You should give to people who are hurting. But you may not get back money. 
You might not. You might get spiritual blessings. Remember, money doesn’t equal happiness. You give 
money, or you give time, or you give your living room, or you give your ear, and you get back not 
necessarily money, or time, or a person to listen to you. You don’t get back exactly what you give. 

Remember, this is the upside down kingdom, right? Give and you get—spiritual blessings not 
earthly blessings. Earthly riches spoil. We remember that from Matthew 6, where it says, 

 
“Don’t lay up for yourselves treasures on Earth, where moth and rust destroy, 

where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasure in Heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust destroy, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. For where 
your treasure is there will your heart be also.” 
 
The interesting part of this whole thing is that it says, 
 

“Give and it shall be given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap.” 
 
And here’s the crucial part, 

 
“With the measuring cup that you use it will be measured back to you.” 

 
We did an experiment at our house last night. I took three cups. One was a little bitty one, one 

was medium-sized, and one was really big. We have three kids and we had three cups and a bag full of 
marshmallows. I brought one kid in and I said, “I want you to take one of these cups and put some 
marshmallows in it, but it’s not for you it’s for your sister.” The first kid goes in and chooses the cup and 
puts some marshmallows in it. Then, I reset the cups and called the next kid in until I did all three kids. 
So, all three have picked a cup full of marshmallows for another kid. But they don’t know that what they 
decided to give they are going to get back. I’m not going to tell you the outcome, but I called them all in 
and told them they were all getting marshmallows. So, they all come in and I gave them the cup that 
they chose for someone else. Some people were happy and some weren’t so happy. 

I was teaching through this passage with them. The whole thing was about this passage. Then, I 
said, “Okay, time out. If you knew that this cup was a hundred percent coming back to you, which cup 



would you choose every time?” “The big one.” “Absolutely. Now, how would you fill it?” I took those 
marshmallows and showed them how I’d fill it. I love marshmallows, especially the flat, chocolate ones. I 
took the big cup and filled it all the way to the top, then I took my fist and crammed it down in the cup 
and squished all those marshmallows down to the bottom. Then, I took another layer and crammed it 
down again until the whole thing was like a brick of marshmallows. Then, I started sprinkling 
marshmallows on the top until it looked like a cone and they were falling over the sides and then I found 
little chinks where there weren’t any marshmallows and I balanced them like Jenga on the sides. I finally 
got the perfect marshmallow majesty and I said, “This is how you’d make your own cup, right?” 
Everyone was like, “Yes!” If you knew it was coming back to you, you would make this cup. 

Here’s the thing; the same measuring cup you use is going to be measured out to you. So, how 
giving are we? This passage is not primarily talking about money. How much do you give? How much do 
you extend grace? How much do you extend your ear, your love, your time, your house? With the same 
measuring cup you use, it will be measured back to you. Here’s the thing—what comes naturally is self-
preservation. Even if you had those three cups, what comes natural is, “I’m not going to give the 
smallest cup because that would be too stingy. I’m not going to give the biggest cup because that means 
that I would not get the biggest cup for sure. I’m going to give the medium cup because there is still the 
possibility I could get the big cup and I won’t be looked at as the stingy one who only gave the little 
cup.” Right? We think through stuff like that and that’s what comes natural to us—self-preservation, 
choosing the biggest for ourselves, hating our enemies, returning bad for bad. Evolution will say that the 
evolutionary instinct is survival of the fittest but the Scripture will say that it’s a sinful instinct. Here, the 
Bible is saying that it’s an upside-down way of thinking—you give yourself more by giving more. Here’s 
the thing—God is going to outdo you, in the end, in giving. Your cup will be overflowing but how big a 
cup? That’s up to you. Your cup will be overflowing. One day, in Heaven, we are going to be joyful—
everyone is going to be full of joy and full of happiness, and that cup is going to be overflowing no 
matter what size it is. But John Piper says it this way, 

 
“But your capacity for fullness has been determined, it seems, by your generosity 

to others.” 
 
That’s convicting. How much do we give of ourselves?  
 
I’m going to hurry through the last couple of verses. Here we have two funny illustrations by 

Jesus. We’ve heard them so much we might not think they are funny anymore, but if you don’t think 
they are funny tell them to your kids. They think it’s hilarious. 

 
“He also told them a parable: ‘Can a blind man lead a blind man?’” 

 
Not well. Think about it for a second. I imagine that the crowd probably laughed. Jesus said, 

“Can a blind man lead another blind man around?” Picture the scene. Picture two guys out here and one 
says, “I’ve got this. I’m going to take us to the metal building. Let’s go.” They are just running into stuff 
and tripping and falling, and the guy is like, “I’ve got this. I’ve..got..this.” Can you picture it? Then, the 
verse says, 

 
“’Won’t they both fall into a ditch?’” 

 
Won’t they both fall into a pit? Absolutely. Eventually, they are not going to make their way to 

the metal building. They are going to make their way to a ditch or a tree. So, He says this, 
 



“’A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be 
like his teacher.’” 
 
Who are the blind? In this passage and in others, I think it’s the lost. This phrase is used to 

describe the Pharisees a lot. In Matthew 5, He calls them blind a bunch of times. He calls them “blind 
guides,” “blind fools,” “blind men,” and “blind Pharisees.” The lost are blind to the spiritual realities of 
forgiveness, giving, and not judging, and this is how the lost man lives. He’s blind, in the dark, following 
what seems right to him, though he might stumble to his death. Blind teachers lead blind followers 
further into darkness. So, Jesus is calling on the disciples here to be careful who they follow. They are 
called on to determine who they are going to follow—blind guides or seeing truth. Not just that, they 
are called on to mimic Jesus in this and lead other people, who sit in darkness, to the light. They are 
called on to mimic Jesus and be the light to those who sit in darkness. 

Pause for a second. We talk about how our minds are influenced by how the world leads us. I 
think, don’t be led by blind guides. Let the Word be a lamp to your feet and a light to your path. Don’t 
be taught how to think by popular opinions, or somebody’s album, or somebody’s Twitter feed. Don’t 
get your morality from someone else, other than the Scripture. You will become like them. You become 
like your teachers. It’s a warning to make sure you are following the right guide. Make sure that you are 
following the light and the truth, and make sure that you’re doing that for other people. Make sure that 
you are a true guide that is leading people. Not just forgiving, and not just giving, but then leading 
people to the light, and being a true guide.  

The last couple of verses, 
 

“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log 
that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the 
speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
out the speck that is in your brother's eye.” 
 
Again, this is another funny illustration by Jesus. One guy has a little tiny thing in his eye and 

another guy has a beam or a log in his eye. Imagine you go to Jeff Taylor. Do you know who Jeff Taylor 
is? He’s a great man who is the eye doctor in town here. Imagine you go into his office and you say, “I 
have something in my eye. I can’t get it out,” and then Jeff comes into the room and he’s going, “Ow, 
ow, ow…,” and you notice that he has a toothpick from Monte Alban shoved right into his eyeball. He 
says, “Okay, sit down and let me see what’s in your eye.” You’d be like, “No! Go to the doctor.” Imagine 
that he’s just sitting there with a toothpick wedged into his eyeball and he’s going, “Nah, I got it. I got 
it.” You can’t trust that guy to get something out of your eye. You’d be like, “Fix your own eye and then 
you can come see about this tiny little thing in my eye.” 

Jesus is taking this to the far extent and says that someone has a beam, or a log, sticking out of 
their own eye, and they are saying, “Let me help you with that tiny speck that’s in your eye.” It’s pretty 
funny. This person can discern that there’s a speck in somebody else’s eye but hypocrisy can cloud your 
judgment. Sin that is in your own life can cloud you from being able to see what’s going on in other 
people’s lives. Here, these blind guides are saying, “You’re sinful. I’m good.” They have a toothpick or a 
beam wedged in their own eye but they pretend. In Greek literature, a hypocrite was an actor on the 
stage. They are acting like they have no faults and they love to correct faults in others, but this is a pre-
judging that portrays their lack of faith in the true mercies of God. 

Battling hypocrisy is a big problem for all of us. People say that they don’t go to church anymore 
because there are so many hypocrites in the Church. That’s true. But there are hypocrites everywhere, 
though. It’s not like you are escaping to the outside world where there are no hypocrites. But, for us to 



battle against hypocrisy we need to remember that we are no longer under condemnation, but we were 
once. We are no longer under sin, but we were once. We’ve been forgiven so much. We are not under 
condemnation. We’ve been given so much. Remember where you came from. Remember that $7 billion 
debt that used to hang over your head. And remember that you are still weak. I screw up every day. I 
had to apologize to my kids yesterday. I screw up every day and so do you. Let’s don’t act. Let’s don’t 
stand up on a metaphorical stage and act like our life is good to go. Everybody is a screw-up; that’s why 
we need God’s grace. Everybody is a screw-up, me included. That’s why we need God’s grace. 

So, we can’t go to somebody as if we have not received God’s grace and say, “Excuse me, you 
seem to have a speck in your eye.” We’ve been forgiven much. We are not under condemnation, so 
don’t condemn. Do forgive and do give much. 

In closing, the blind man of the world is known by his fruit—judging and condemning. We would 
say, “He’s a sinner. He’s too far gone.” A lack of forgiveness and a bitter reckoning, instead of 
forgiveness. 

A blind man of the world is known by the fruit of a lack of giving, stinginess, natural self-
protection. He’s known by blind stumbling with no light, no anchor, and no truth; becoming more and 
more like the world. 

A blind man is also known by hypocrisy. He delights in finding faults in others but ignoring his 
own faults. 

This is the fruit of an unbeliever, but someone who has the truth will be known by their fruit, 
too. We will talk about those next week. The fruits are love and an extending of God’s mercy, saying that 
nobody is out of the reach of God’s grace. The second fruit of a believer is extending the grace of 
forgiveness, remembering that we also are forgiven, even daily, and mimicking that. The third fruit that 
we will be known by is giving—overflowing, gracious giving, even and especially to enemies. The fourth 
thing is a clear vision—following and becoming like the good Teacher. The last thing is a lack of 
hypocrisy. We see our own faults and deal with them, and then help our fellow man. 

So, my prayer is that for me and for you, that Red Oak will be a church that mimics Christ, that 
becomes like our Teacher in love, and forgiveness, in giving, in following, in confessing sin, and in 
helping others. 

Let’s pray. 
Jesus,	I	pray	that	as	we	read	these	things	that	they	wouldn’t	just	be	truths	for	somebody	else	

but	that	we	would	internalize	them.	I	pray	that	we	would	remember	that	we	once	stood	under	an	
impossible	debt	and	that	you’ve	forgiven	us.	So,	I	pray	that	we	remember	that,	that	we	would	
extend	forgiveness	and	grace	to	other	people,	and	even	going	beyond	that	to	giving,	and	being	a	
light,	and	leading.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	not	hypocritical	in	the	way	that	we	love	and	act,	and	I	
pray	that	we	would	be	up	front	about	our	faults	and	our	shortcomings,	knowing	that	anything	good	
that	we	have	comes	from	you,	not	us.	Any	heart	change	and	any	forgiveness	that	we	have	is	a	direct	
result	of	your	Spirit’s	actions	in	our	hearts.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	be	a	church	that	is	
characterized	by	giving,	and	a	lack	of	hypocrisy,	and	a	lack	of	judging.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	be	
extending	forgiveness	to	those	around	us	in	this	community.	We	love	you,	Lord	Jesus.	In	your	name	
we	pray,	Amen.





April 9, 2017 
Luke 6: 37-49 
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So, here we are and we are now finishing up a four-week series on Jesus’ sermon on the plain 
from Luke 6. It’s ironic because this is an abbreviated sermon. This isn’t the entirety of the sermon that 
Jesus preached but now we’ve had four sermons on one sermon from Jesus. It makes sense because this 
is Jesus. This is the incarnate Word of God, so it makes sense that we are going to spend more time 
reflecting on it than He actually did speaking it. You can read Luke 6 and it will take you about five to ten 
minutes all depending on how fast you read, and now we will have four sermons based on this.  

What I want to do first is kind of recap. We’ve been in this passage for a month and we are 
calling this message that Jesus preached ‘the sermon on the plain’ or ‘the sermon on the level.’ As we 
have talked about it, we have realized that this is very similar to the Sermon on the Mount but the 
difference is the location, right? One was on a mountain, which we have in Matthew, and the other is on 
the plain, in Luke. There is a lot of crossover because Jesus spent three years teaching and preaching 
about God’s kingdom; so, of course, we are going to have some overlap. 

So, I’m going to recap it right now, starting at the beginning of chapter 6. We have Jesus 
introducing what we’ve been calling the upside-down kingdom. The reason we are calling it the upside-
down kingdom is that all throughout the Old Testament we have prophets prophesying about what 
God’s kingdom is going to look like. The disciples were all good, Jewish boys who grew up studying the 
Old Testament and we are going to see as we go further on through Luke how confused the disciples 
are. We need to give them some credit because obviously when we see the life of Jesus we can look and 
see that everything fell into place perfectly because we see with hindsight. But, imagine how these 
disciples have grown up their entire lives, their parents’ entire lives, their grandparents’ entire lives—we 
are talking around 800 years back—when some of these prophecies came out. A lot of these prophecies 
are about a kingdom of God where Jesus, the Messiah, is going to rule and set up a government, and it 
looks like He is going to set up a government on Earth. It looks exactly like He is going to be setting up as 
a military and government leader. 

At Christmas, we were reading all of these prophecies about Jesus and it says, “His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God” and it talks about how “the government will be on His 
shoulders” and He is going to have a government of peace that is going to last eternally. Imagine 
yourself as a Jewish person in first century Israel and you are underneath Roman rule. You see the signs 
of the times. You followed this one guy named John the Baptist who was saying “the kingdom of God is 
at hand” – it’s here, it’s right now. So, the culmination of your entire history as a people is coming to 
fulfillment and all of these things are flooding your mind. You are going to have a ruler who will set you 
free from Rome. He’s going to set up His kingdom right now. That’s why you have disciples arguing 
about it. They are saying, “No, I’m going to be on His right hand…I’m going to be on His left hand.” 
“Jesus, we are going to Jerusalem right now and I know you are getting ready to set up your kingdom. 
It’s happening. Can I sit on your right hand as we rule?” Of course they are going to be thinking that, 
because as you look through the Old Testament, when we have prophesies about the Messiah the 
overwhelming majority of them look like a conquering king, a conquering Messiah is setting up a 
government. There are very few of them, enough to be pushed to the side, that have a Messiah who 
suffers and dies. 

So, when Jesus starts talking about the kingdom, like we see from the beginning of this sermon, 
He is talking about this upside-down kingdom, and instead of saying that the people are going to be set 
free and that His disciples are going to be ruling and reigning while He is king, He talks about the 
blessings of poverty. What? Blessings of hunger, of sorrow, of rejection. That doesn’t make any sense. 
Imagine, what are they thinking? What are these disciples thinking? “You are going to set up a kingdom 



and you are telling me that I’m blessed if I’m poor?” Jesus is looking to the future. “You are poor now 
but you are going to be rich in the kingdom. You are hungry now but then you will be well-fed.” Jesus is 
flipping everything upside down on their head. 

So, we have the inauguration of this upside-down kingdom and then we have what I’ve called 
the economy of the upside-down kingdom. This is what Brody talked about the second week. 
Remember when He talked about loving, doing good, blessing, praying for, turning the other cheek to, 
giving, lending, treating as you want to be treated---who? Your enemies. Again, what? That’s not right. 
This doesn’t seem right. It is good for us to really process this because this is where we are at right now. 
We are living in God’s kingdom that has started and we are a part of it. We are a part of His kingdom and 
if we are going to live rightly in His kingdom we need to be loving, lending without expecting anything in 
return, being kind, and treating as we want to be treated, our enemies. Then, last week, Spencer talked 
about what I’m calling the heart of the upside-down kingdom. That’s part one and what I’m doing is 
following right on after Spencer, and this is part two. Last week, when Spencer was talking, we were 
reading how we are not supposed to sit in judgment on our enemies. That’s not our job. We don’t sit in 
judgment. We forgive and we are merciful. Why? Because our Father has been merciful to us. This is 
good for us to understand because you realize that this is a sermon that was preached to a multitude of 
people, but who is the target audience? The target audience is the disciples. We see that in verse 20, 
when “Jesus lifts up His eyes to His disciples” and He starts preaching. He is preaching to His disciples, to 
those who have said that they are following Him. 

So, now we get to this passage. I’m going to read Luke 6:43 through the end of the chapter, 
verse 49. So, let me read this but let’s go back and look at verse 42, when He said, 

 
“You hypocrites, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 

clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.” 
 
What Jesus is going into now is He is describing what it means to be a hypocrite, which we are 

going to have a lot to say about. That’s a word that we use all the time and I don’t think we are using it 
right. He’s saying that this is what hypocrites are like and then I think He is challenging us to take the log 
out of our own eye. So, our first application to this needs to be self-evaluation. We need to be looking at 
ourselves. 

Now, is there a place—and Spencer talked about this last week—there is a difference between 
being judgmental and condemning the lost and in recognizing the way people live as lost people. We are 
going to get into that as well, but before we even think about applying this to someone else—I thought 
it was awesome when Spencer was praying—we need to apply this to ourselves. I know that for me, 
personally, I’ve been wearing this for the past two weeks, knowing that I was going to preach on this. 
This is super convicting, because we are talking about hypocrisy and obedience, and the first person that 
I need to apply this to is me. Okay, so Jesus has just mentioned, “You hypocrites take the log out so you 
can then see the speck in your brother’s eye,” and then He says this, starting in verse 43, 

 
“For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit, 44 

for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not gathered from thornbushes, nor 
are grapes picked from a bramble bush. 45 The good person out of the good treasure of 
his heart produces good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out 
of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 

46 “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 47 Everyone who 
comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will show you what he is like: 48 he is 
like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And 
when a flood arose, the stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because 



it had been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who 
built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the stream broke against it, 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.” 
 
We see here two illustrations. We are going to spend all of our time on these two illustrations 

and we are going to walk through this and make application. The first starts in verse 43. The focus here 
is what characterizes good and bad trees. Right? We are going to see that there are two different ways 
that we distinguish between fruit, from this illustration. He is literally saying—this is where my nerdiness 
comes into play—I don’t think it’s necessary for someone to try to learn the languages that the Bible 
was originally written in but there are some times when it lends a little bit of insight. Literally, what He is 
saying here is that a good tree is not continually producing bad fruit. See the slight nuance and 
difference there? We translate it “a good tree does not produce bad fruit” but this is active and 
continuous; “A good tree is not going to continually produce bad fruit.” This is common sense. It’s funny 
because He is saying so many things that are just common sense. This is a farming illustration. 

Some of you might have fruit trees in your yard and every now and then if it is producing good 
fruit you take some, and you eat it, and it’s delicious. But every now and then one of them is rotten, 
right? Well, if all of them were always rotten you would have a diseased tree and you would cut it down 
because it’s not good for anything. Right? But Jesus is saying that what is going to characterize a good 
tree is that it is going to continually produce good fruit. Then, a bad tree produces bad fruit. Here, the 
word bad could mean rotten. A rotten tree is going to produce rotten fruit. We know that and it makes 
sense to us and it’s easy to say that. But, what’s interesting is that He is now going to apply this 
illustration to people. To me, this is really funny because we want to say, “Don’t judge,” but with fruit 
trees it is not judgmental. Right? 

There are two things I want to look at. Last week, Spencer talked about how he had these two 
trees growing up together in his yard. They were both kind of killing each other so they had to make a 
decision, so they cut down one of them and then the next year they realized that the other one was an 
apple tree, because it started producing apples. Remember how Spencer said he didn’t take an apple 
and then look back at the tree and say, “I now declare thee an apple tree”? Did producing the apple 
make the tree an apple tree? No. It’s the nature of the tree that determined its fruit. That’s huge. Now, 
was Spencer being judgmental and condemning? How dare you call that an apple tree just based on its 
fruit. No, it’s common sense. Oh, but now Jesus is going to apply this to people and this is where it gets 
sticky, especially for us, when we look at our lives. 

Jesus goes on and says, 
 

“Each tree is known by its own fruit.” 
 
He’s just saying “because” or “for.” We know that this is just the nature of how trees work. 
It’s funny to me that I was assigned this passage because for those of you who have been to my 

house you realize that a couple of years ago I endeavored to plant an orchard in my yard. Because who 
doesn’t like picking fresh fruit? It’s wonderful. In fact, you will see us during the summer. I have three 
boys and a girl, and a lot of times me and the boys will just walk the property here and we will pick 
blackberries and eat them. It’s wonderful. I saw how much joy my kids got from that and I thought that 
wouldn’t it be better if we didn’t have to go somewhere, but we could just be at our house and pick 
blackberries? So, I planted a bunch of blackberry bushes. Then, I got to thinking how I have this hill in my 
yard that I can’t really do anything with, and I thought, “Why don’t I just plant a couple of fruit trees?” 
Then, my excessive personality got the better of me and I thought, “I’ll just plant a couple of apple 
trees,” but then I read up on it and I realized that sometimes you need other apple trees to fertilize 
those apple trees. So, I thought I’d get maybe three or four types of apple trees. Then, I thought, “I like 



pears,” and I wanted them to be able to fertilize each other, so I got three or four pear trees. Asian 
pears, because who doesn’t like Asian pears? They’re delicious. Then, I thought, “Peaches.” Here’s the 
deal. If you start thinking about all of this fruit you are going to have, you have to plan ahead for it. Five 
years from now I can’t think, “Oh, man, I wish that five years ago I wish I’d planted a tree,” so I just 
covered the whole gamut. I may have gotten excessive, if you consider that my yard is about the size of 
this room and I planted thirty-eight fruit trees in it. I couldn’t help myself. I found a place online. They 
are just little, tiny trees to begin with. They are about two to four feet tall, just little sticks in the ground. 
It was really comical when I finally planted this hill; I just had a bunch of sticks in the ground. But slowly 
they are starting to produce flowers. I got a couple of fruit pieces last year.  

This is what’s interesting. The reason I went with this place where I bought them was because 
they had a one-year warranty. I love warranties. The warranty sucked me right in. If the tree dies within 
a year they send you a new one. So, I had about a dozen trees die so I packed them up and sent them 
back to the company and they sent me new ones. But, when they sent them to me I was out of the 
country, which stinks if you want to plant trees. When I first put all thirty-eight trees in my yard I had 
drawn a chart and I knew exactly where everything was planted. Then, when I got the replacement trees 
I was emailing Brodie Ellis from Honduras and I was like, “Can you please do this for me?” So, I told 
Brodie that there was part of my yard where he could tell that the sticks in the ground stopped and to 
just plant the trees over there. Well, now I’m at a place where I don’t know what tree is what. What a 
conundrum. So, what do I have to do? I just have to wait. I’m going to wait, because eventually, if they 
are healthy, they are going to produce fruit, and then I’ll be able to know, “Okay, this is a plum tree. 
Cool, I like plums.” I also spread my wings out a little too far and I got some quince trees. Anybody know 
what a quince tastes like? Me either. Hopefully, in a couple of years it’s going to be awesome. Hopefully, 
my plan is to have so many fruit that you guys can all just come to my house and pick fruit. It’s going to 
be awesome. We’re in this together, guys. 

This is the point Jesus is trying to make—every tree is going to be known by its fruit. Alright? 
And He’s saying that it’s the same with people. Because He goes on and He uses another example. He 
says, 

 
“For figs are not gathered from thornbushes.” 

 
I have a couple of fig trees in my yard. Surprise, I know. 
 

“Nor are grapes picked from a bramblebush.” 
 
There are two different things He is saying here. One is that everyone knows the difference 

between a healthy fruit and a rotten fruit. We can distinguish between those. You can also distinguish 
between figs and thornbushes. Is it judgmental for me to say, “This is an apple”? No, of course not. We 
need to pay attention to that, because the nature of the tree is going to produce fruit in accordance 
with that nature. That’s when we get to the part that is huge for us. It says, 

 
“The good person out of the good treasure of his heart is producing good. The 

evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil. For out of the abundance of his heart his 
mouth speaks.” 
 
Do you guys see this? He is saying that we, whether good or evil, are going to be known by our 

fruit. We then reason backwards. What is the fruit of your life? Is it good or is it evil? If your life is 
characterized by good then you need to realize, “God has changed me.” That’s what we are talking 
about. We are talking about the results of the Gospel in the life of a believer, a true believer.  



Scripture compares it to a couple of things, one being dead and then made alive. Scripture also 
compares it to creation. 

 
“If anyone be in Christ, he is a new creation. The old things have passed away 

and all things have become new.”73 
 
How are you going to know that? You are going to know that by your life. And He says, 

specifically, here that you will be known by what comes out of your mouth. That’s convicting. Isn’t that 
convicting? Have you stopped and paid attention to what comes out of your mouth? Understand this, 
we are talking about what continually comes out of your mouth. What are you continuously producing? 
Are there going to be times where the struggles in your heart are going to come out of your mouth? 
Absolutely. Are there going to be times when you are going to have a fit of anger? Yeah, it’s going to 
happen. But if your life is characterized by that it’s coming from your heart. Because you can’t help it—
you are going to act out your true nature. That’s where all of us need to stop and check ourselves. 
“What is it that is characterizing my life?” I want us to understand that it is more than just the words we 
speak. I think what Jesus is doing here when He says, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaks,” is shorthand for saying, “This is what your life is characterized by.” 

What is interesting is that I think the translators of the King James Version understood this well. 
If you grew up like I did, reading the King James Version Bible, you came across the word ‘conversation.’ 
The King James takes a word that we translate differently now as ‘manner of life’ or ‘conduct.’ There are 
two verses where I want to compare the English Standard Version and the King James Version. 
Philippians 1:27, in the King James, says this, 

 
“Only let your conversation be as it becometh the Gospel of Christ.” 

 
It says ‘conversation’…what you are saying…but it’s deeper than that because the word has a 

deeper meaning. That’s why in more recent translations it says things like “only let your manner of life 
be worthy of the Gospel of Christ.” Now, your manner of life – does that cover what you speak? Yes, it 
does. It covers things that come out of your mouth but it’s more. That’s why I think it’s shorthand, 
because out of the abundance of your heart you are going to live everything. What you do in your life, 
all of your actions, are going to be characterized by what you treasure in your heart. That’s a big deal for 
us to think about, because then you are the only one who knows what you are treasuring. You are the 
only one who knows what you are storing up on the inside. You’re the only one who knows what it is 
you are putting inside your heart. Right?  

It’s interesting, because for some of us, when something happens we will fly off the handle and 
then we will realize we were a jerk and then we will apologize and say, “Man, that’s not me. That’s not 
the way I am.” Right? But you can’t really say that. We need to realize, “Oh, I am the type of person that 
snaps.” We can’t just try to modify our behavior and say, “I’m going to try not to snap like that 
anymore,” or “I’m going to try not to be envious, or proud, or jealous, or lustful. I’m going to try not to 
do those things.” What we need to do is to go to the root, and we need to be treasuring Christ and 
treasuring the Gospel. We need to understand the reality of the Gospel and who God has made us and 
that we are His children. Because what we are treasuring is what people are going to be able to see. Our 
heart is going to produce fruit. We need to look at what is that fruit producing and then reason 
backwards on ourselves. 

The other verse is 1 Peter 2:12, which says, 
 

                                                             
73 2 Corinthians 5:17 



“Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles.” 
 
In modern translations it says, “Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable.” Your 

conversation, what you speak, the way that you talk, is going to be indicative of your way of life, your 
conduct. So, that’s what we need to be looking at. What is this fruit that I’m producing? 

Then, Jesus goes into this final question and illustration. He says,  
 

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say.” 
 
He’s talking to his disciples, to people who have said, “You are the Lord. You are my God.” And 

He says, “Why do you call me Lord, Lord?” Understand, in that context, when they repeated something 
they repeated it for emphasis. These are people who have come to Him saying, “Lord, Lord.” He says, 
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?” If you call Jesus “Lord”, He is your Savior. 
He’s your Master. So, what do servants do? Servants obey their masters. This is a call to us. Do we call 
Jesus “Lord” but we are not doing what He says? I got real convicted about this because I realized that 
there are a lot of people who call Jesus “Lord, Lord” and they don’t do what He says. We even see this as 
part of an illustration that Jesus gave in Matthew 7. I’m going to read a parallel passage in Matthew 7 
that touches on all these topics and look at the part when we get to “Lord, Lord.” In Matthew 7:15, He 
says, 

 
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are 

ravenous wolves.” 
 
Pay attention, right? That’s the same thing we are talking about; something that is different on 

the outside from what’s on the inside. 
 

 “16 You will recognize them by their fruits.” 
 
This is the same thing Jesus talked about. 
 

 “Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 So, every 
healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A healthy tree 
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by 
their fruits.” 
 
False prophets. 
 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will 
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
 
Does presenting yourself as a disciple and openly calling Jesus “Lord” save you? No. No, it 

doesn’t. Because false prophets do that. Hypocrites do that. He says, 
 



24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 
wise man who built his house on the rock.” 
 
This is the same thing He’s been saying but it’s a little more descriptive. 
 

25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that 
house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who 
hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and 
beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 
 
What we need to realize here is that when Jesus talks about hypocrites it is a much more serious 

thing than when we say hypocrite. We say that all the time. We hear “hypocrite” all the time. People will 
say stuff like, “I don’t want to go to church because there are so many hypocrites there.” We need to 
realize that is a condemning thing. Jesus did not look at hypocrisy as something we could slide under the 
rug and say stuff like, “Oh, well, there are a lot of hypocrites at the grocery store but you still go there.” 
Right? We can’t just dismiss hypocrisy because, for Jesus, if someone was a hypocrite they were 
condemned eternally to Hell. Do you realize that? Now, Jesus isn’t advocating a sinless perfection. He’s 
not saying that if you’re a Christian you are never going to sin and He’s not saying that Christians cannot 
act hypocritically. There are times where in our struggle and our sanctification of growing closer to Jesus 
we are going to fall back and do and say sinful things. That’s going to happen but that can’t be 
characteristic of the way our life is. If that’s characteristic of the way that your life is then maybe you are 
a hypocrite. Look at the words that Jesus says about hypocrites in Matthew 6, 

 
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.” 
 
Uh, oh. They’ve received their entire reward. Their religion has given them approval by some 

people. In Matthew 6:5, we see the same thing. 
 

“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand 
and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.” 
 
These are not believers. These are not regenerate. These are not Christians. This is Matthew 

23:13, 
 

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of 
heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would 
enter to go in. 15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea 
and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him 
twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.” 
 
This is how Jesus uses the word ‘hypocrites.’ When He’s talking about hypocrites He is not 

talking about Christians who every now and then don’t act like Christians. He’s saying that if there life is 
characterized by evil then they are evil and they are discipling people into Hell. So, next time you think, 
“Oh, that guy’s a hypocrite,” understand that that is condemning and this is not acceptable in the life of 



a believer. Hypocrisy—being a hypocrite—those aren’t believers. That’s where we need to look and say, 
“If this is characteristic of my life then am I a believer? Am I really putting my faith and my trust in 
Jesus?” That’s where He gets to next. He talks about this foundation, right? 

In Luke 6:47-49, this is the final example that He gives. We’ve been talking about this. To be a 
disciple, you come to Jesus, you listen, and you obey. Those are the three things He’s talking about here. 
He says, “Those who come to me listen to me and they do it.” This is what they are like; they are like a 
man who is digging a foundation for a house. It’s cool because—again, my nerdiness is coming out—He 
uses two different words here. It says he dug and that he dug down deep. It’s the only time that word is 
used in the New Testament. He dug and he dug down deep and he put his foundation on the rock. It 
doesn’t say ‘a rock’ but it says ‘the rock.’ He put his foundation on the rock. Then what happened? A 
flood came. Literally, a river of a flood burst against that house but it couldn’t shake it. Why couldn’t it 
shake it? Because it was built on Jesus. Practically, do you want joy? Not just happiness, but do you want 
joy? Do you want hope? There is one thing that will give you joy, and hope, and fulfillment, and 
salvation. That’s Jesus. 

Pardon me. It’s really weird that since I’ve been going through this I’ve been real emotional. 
Maybe it’s because I’m tired and I haven’t slept a lot. But, I haven’t had storms in my life. My life has 
been wonderful. I grew up in a godly home. My parents always presented the Gospel to us and lived it 
out. I have a wife and four kids that I love. We have a house and all of our needs have been paid for. I’m 
part of this church that I love. My life has been good. It’s been wonderful. I haven’t experienced the 
floods, and the trials, and the storms of life. It was crazy when I started thinking about that. I thought, I 
don’t want to be tested. I just don’t want to. But it seems like it’s going to happen to all of us in some 
way. Because this says, “When the flood came…” When. When the flood came it burst against the 
house. If you don’t dig deep and have your foundation on Christ then you are going to be like the foolish 
person who built his house. It’s really interesting that it’s the same house. Did you ever think about 
that? He built a house on the ground with no foundation. It’s interesting that He uses the exact same 
words. Built a house. Floods came. Same words. But the difference was the foundation. That’s the 
difference. You can be building a life for yourself and think that you are winning. You are living the 
American dream. But when the flood comes, and it will come, it’s going to happen—when it comes, if 
you haven’t built your life on Christ you are without a foundation. 

Then it says, “Immediately it fell and its ruin was great.” This is heavy because we are not really 
talking about houses. We are really talking about eternal souls created in God’s image. When it is not 
shaken, when it’s a firm foundation, then it’s on Christ, and we are in Christ. We are part of this upside-
down kingdom. Jesus is our King and our Lord and He is leading us in this kingdom. But if you build your 
foundation on no foundation, if it is not on Christ, then it’s nothing. It’s crushed, it falls, immediately. 
And we are talking about eternal crushing and eternal falling. This is a big deal. This is a big deal for us. 
And I want to say that we have to apply this to ourselves first. We have to apply this to ourselves first 
but then we also need to realize that there are people we are surrounded by on a daily basis, and we 
can pretty much tell the condition of their souls based on the way they are living their lives. Instead of 
pushing us to judge them and then say, “Look at you. I’m looking down on you because I’m better than 
you because I have this figured out and you don’t.” We need to realize that what they have coming to 
them is eternal destruction. We don’t need to see what they are doing so that we can condemn their 
souls and say, “Well, you are known by your fruit. You’re evil.” We need to realize, “Oh, no. Their life is 
characterized by evil. They are not living a life characteristic of someone who has their foundation in 
Christ.” So, what do they need? Our condemnation? No. Spencer talked about that last week. Jesus 
didn’t come to condemn the world. The world is already condemned. We need to realize that these 
people are condemned already and they need to be saved. They need Jesus. Because if they don’t have 
Jesus they have nothing. That means that, for us, if we have Jesus we have everything. Because what 
else is going to sustain us? That’s what hit me so hard this week. What if these floods, these winds, 



these breakers, this river bursting against the house—what if that is the loss of your job or your career? 
What is going to sustain you? What if it’s the loss of your property or of any type of money or 
sustenance? What if it’s that? What’s going to sustain you? What if it’s the loss of your loved one, your 
children, your family? What’s going to sustain you? If all we have is hope in this world, what does Paul 
say? “We are of all people to be most pitied.”74 If all we have is this world right now, this life, three score 
and ten years—if that is all we have then we are to be most pitied. Because we have wasted our lives 
valuing the kingdom that is not really true. But we can have confidence in Christ and we can build our 
life on Jesus. If we live our life on Jesus then we have hope not only in this life but in the life to come. 
We have an eternity to know, and love, and treasure Jesus more. But if you are not knowing, and loving, 
and treasuring Jesus now, what does that mean about your heart? So, Jesus gives us these three things; 
we see come, we see listen, and we see obey. So, how do we come to Jesus? One is like what you are 
doing now, right? We come to Him in worship. We come to Him in prayer. James says this in James 4, 

 
“Submit yourselves, therefore, to God. Resist the Devil and he will flee from you. 

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands ye sinners. Purify 
your hearts you double-minded. Be wretched, mourn, and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord and He 
will exalt you.” 
 
That’s what it means to come before the Lord; to draw near to God in humility, to repent of our 

sins, and come to Jesus. Some of you need to come to Jesus for the first time. Some of you have lived 
your life trying to build it by yourself and you realize you have no foundation. You need to come to 
Jesus. 

Then, you need to listen. How do you do that? Through His Spirit and through His Word. You 
need to listen to people preaching the Gospel. That’s what you are doing now. You are listening to 
preaching. You need to do this all the time. We have technology available where you can listen to the 
Bible in headphones twenty-four hours a day or listen to other really good preachers at churches that 
you can’t go to. Do that. How awesome is that? We need to listen but we can’t stop there. That’s the 
problem. So many people, even there, were following Jesus—and I mean literally following Jesus. He 
would go somewhere and they would follow Him. They called themselves disciples. They said, “Lord, 
Lord.” 

But even then there were some who didn’t do what He said. That’s the dividing line here; it’s 
obedience. We need to obey. You can come to Jesus and you can listen all day long every day but that is 
not enough. You have to obey. For some of us, that grates on us a little bit maybe. Maybe you grew up 
in a pretty legalistic mindset and you think that this is works salvation. “He says I need to do this, and 
this, and this, and if I do these things I’m saved.” No, no, no. That’s not what we are talking about. If you 
are a believer, if you are coming to Jesus, if you are listening, then you need to obey, and by obeying you 
are proving what is inside of you. Right? Your fruit is going to expose your true nature. So, if you are not 
obeying that’s a question we need to ask ourselves. Are you coming and listening but not obeying? Jesus 
is telling us that you are not His. Your foundation isn’t on Christ. 

What about this fruit? What is the fruit we are supposed to be talking about? I’m going to read a 
couple of passages. In Matthew 3:6, John the Baptist says, 

 
“Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.” 

 

                                                             
74 1 Corinthians 15:19 



John the Baptist was a most practical person. Repent, God’s kingdom is coming, stop sinning, 
start doing good. In verse 10, he says, 

 
“Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does 

not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
In Galatians 5:16, what’s the fruit of the Spirit? If I’m a believer what should my life be 

characterized by? Okay, look. 
 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit…” 
 
This is huge. Can you do this on your own? Nope, not a chance. You can only do this because 

God changes you and He empowers you to obey. 
 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” 
 
Then, in case you were wondering, … 
 

“For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are against the flesh…” 
 
That’s why there’s a war going on inside of you. 
 

“…for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you 
want to do. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit…” 
 
If you are coming and listening… 
 

“…But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of 
the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 
strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, 
and things like these.” 
 
If you read those and you thought that those are characteristic of your life, that’s where you 

need to check yourself.  
 

“I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things….” 
 
He means if they do them continually and they are characteristic of their lives. 
 

“…will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against 
such things there is no law. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires.” 
 
These are the things that we need to be consciously adding to our lives because this is how 

believers act. And the way that we are going to do that is by God continuing to change our heart. 
Because you can’t just have the obeying, right? If you force the obeying without the coming and the 



hearing, then that’s legalism. That’s works-based salvation. But we are saying, “Come to Jesus, hear and 
listen to His words, then apply it.” This is where fulfillment is found. We are a new creation and this is 
what we are created for. 

There are two passages I want to look at regarding this foundation. This is Paul writing to 
Timothy in 1 Timothy 6. I think he is influenced by Jesus’ words in this. 

 
“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set 

their hopes on the uncertainty of riches….” 
 
But what are they supposed to set their hopes on? 
 

“…but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18 They are to do 
good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus storing up 
treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold 
of that which is truly life.” 
 
Then Paul, in talking about his ministry, says in 1 Corinthians 3, 
 

“According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a 
foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds 
upon it.” 
 
This is the same idea that Jesus is saying here. 
 

“For no one can lay a foundation other than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
What are we supposed to be setting our hope on? Our hope for now and for the future is on 

Jesus. How do we do that? We come to Him, we listen to what He says, we obey. 
There is one last thing I want to read because for me I think that this is not possible. I can’t do 

this. Walk by the Spirit? How do I do that? Listen to what Jesus says in John 15, 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me that 
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that 
it may bear more fruit. 3 Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 
you.” 
 
Our insides have been changed if we are in Christ. He says, 
 

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart 
from me you can do nothing.” 
 
That is one of the most encouraging things that Jesus ever said. Because you read that list in 

Galatians 5 and you think, “How can I do this?” And you can’t! Apart from Jesus you can do nothing. 
Now, you might think that is discouraging, but it’s not. It’s freeing. Because Jesus wants for you to abide 



in Him and He wants to abide in you. We are His children. Right? We are children of God, co-heirs with 
Jesus, daily being made like Jesus. How does that happen? When we abide in Him, He abides in us. 

 
“If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; 

and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you,….” 
 
How does that happen? Come to Him, study His Word. Right? Treasure Jesus. Daily treasure 

Jesus. Come to Him and ask Him to speak to you through His Word. And you know what’s crazy? He will. 
Awesome. 

 
“…ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 By this my Father is 

glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.” 
 
What’s the mark of a discipleship? Obedience. 
 

“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my love.” 
 
That’s easy to understand. Not easy to do—I get that. 
 
“Just as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
 
What is He talking about? He’s talking about submitting to Jesus. Scripture says that if you are in 

Christ that you have been crucified to the world and this world has been crucified to you. Enjoy that. 
Own that. Live that. When you think, “What am I setting my hopes on?” think that this world has been 
crucified to you. This world is dead to you. That’s not what you are putting your focus on. That’s not 
what your hope is on. That’s not what your foundation is on. 

Then, the last thing I want to say is that we just need to stop and ask ourselves what kind of fruit 
we are producing continuously. You are the only one who knows this. You know exactly the actions and 
the words that are coming out of your mouth and your body. You know exactly what you are doing and 
you know what’s going on internally. You are the only one that knows that. Look at that passage in 
Galatians. What type of fruit are you producing? The answer to that is going to lead you. If the fruit that 
you are producing is fruit of the flesh, you need to repent. It’s easy. Come to Jesus, listen to what He 
says, and obey. This is the recipe for discipleship. Come to Jesus, listen to Him, and obey. If you do that 
you will be like a building that has a solid rock foundation. That’s it. 

So, I’m going to read this last passage from Jesus in Matthew 11. This is to you. Believer, this is 
to you. Non-believer, this is to you. Jesus says, 

 
“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
St. Augustine said that we were created for a relationship with God and that our hearts are 

restless until they find their rest in Christ. He’s right. If you’ve been running hard to try to live a life for 
yourself and it’s empty, it’s because you are not putting your hope in Jesus. If you’ve been living your life 
and you say to yourself, “I’ve been living a double life. I have a life in public and a life in private” and 



only you know that, then you are not building your foundation on Jesus. I know that for each of us the 
answer is clear; we need to come to Jesus in submission and humility, we need to listen to His Word and 
His Spirit, and we need to obey. That’s our challenge and that’s our call for us tonight. 

So, let me pray for us and then we will reflect by worshipping the Lord through song. 
Dear	gracious	God	and	Father,	I	do	pray	that	for	each	one	of	us	that	our	hearts	are	pricked	

by	your	truths.	I	pray	that	each	one	of	us	will	respond	by	looking	internally	and	externally.	Help	
each	one	of	us	to	look	internally	and	to	see	what	it	is	that	our	life	is	producing	and	then	to	come	to	
you.	I	pray	that	we	will	come	to	you	in	submission	and	obedience,	and	that	we	will	listen	to	what	
you	have	to	say	through	your	Word	and	through	your	Spirit,	and	that	we	will	obey	it.	And	then	let	
us	turn	it	externally	as	well.	We	will	realize	that	our	friends	and	family	have	lives	that	are	
characteristic	of	non-believers	and	we	won’t	judge	them,	and	look	down	on	them,	and	condemn	
them,	but	we	will	realize	that	their	sin	is	condemning	them	and	that	they	need	Jesus.	Help	us	all	to	
follow	you,	to	put	our	foundation	on	you,	so	that	we	treasure	you	more	than	anything	else,	and	that	
out	of	our	treasuring	of	you	that	our	life	will	be	changed	and	we	won’t	waste	our	energy	and	our	
efforts	on	things	that	are	going	to	just	fall	away,	but	that	we	will	sow	seeds	that	have	eternal	fruit.	
Let	us	trust	in	you	and	hope	in	you.	Be	with	us	now	as	we	worship	you	that	you	will	make	us	more	
like	Jesus.	We	pray	this	in	Christ’s	name,	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
If you are visiting with us I hope that you will hang out with us for a while afterward. I hope that 

you do and that we get to meet you. As always, if you would like to have counsel or conversation or if 
you would like to talk about what it means to bring your life to Christ, to come to Christ, to take His 
yoke, His strength, His life upon you, we would love to talk to you and tell you what it means to follow 
Jesus, to become a disciple. Any of the pastors or deacons, or any of the believers in this church, would 
love to talk to you, so please come talk to us. We don’t do big invitations and ask people to come down 
and make decisions because we believe that the Holy Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead, what we are 
getting ready to celebrate this whole week, that Jesus was raised from the dead by the Spirit of God, 
that Spirit, when He brings conviction into your heart, when He shines the truth of the Gospel into your 
mind, when He is drawing you, that you are going to respond to Him. We are praying that’s happening in 
your heart and your mind and that you would repent, and believe, and trust in Jesus. That can happen in 
your seat or on the ride home and we would love to talk to you about it and help you through that 
process. So, please come talk to us. 

This is Holy Week, right? We should preach the Gospel to ourselves always, every day. Look into 
the face of Jesus and meditate on His life, and His death, and His resurrection. But we need to celebrate 
right. That’s why, for me, when Christmas is rolling around, as soon as Halloween is over, we begin to 
celebrate Christmas. Why waste celebration? This week, don’t wait until Sunday to celebrate Easter. 
Don’t even call it Easter—call it Resurrection Sunday. Use this week and take advantage of this week as a 
family, as a single person, to celebrate the life, and the death, and the resurrection of Jesus. I encourage 
you to get online. There are so many tools that map out what happened this week, from the Triumphal 
Entry all the way through the resurrection. Meditate on it and study it. Make that your time in the 
morning with Jesus and with your families in the evenings. Build up to the climax of Jesus walking out of 
the grave. Don’t miss it. Don’t roll in here next Sunday like, “Oh, yeah.” Take advantage of celebrating. 
Eat more food and spend more money on food this week. Come to my house with it and we will just talk 
about the resurrection. It’ll be awesome. So, take advantage of this week. 

We are going to partake in communion next Sunday. Know that coming in. We will take the 
Lord’s Supper together in remembrance of His life, His death, and His resurrection. We are going to 
proclaim that. 



Also, very seriously, most of you have already seen this. Our brothers and sisters in Egypt were 
attacked this morning. ISIS has claimed responsibility for killing and taking the lives of believers as they 
were going to worship. When ISIS took responsibility for this attack they actually said, “Christians are 
our favorite prey to hunt.” We need to be praying for our brothers and sisters. Right now, for a lot of us, 
a lot of believers, the Church of Jesus Christ, is having a wave of violent persecution crashing into them. 
That’s us. We need to be in prayer for them and we need to be supporting them from here and lifting 
them up to the Lord, knowing that because Jesus rose again that what on the surface would seem like 
defeat, and death, and sorrow, is going to give way to life, and joy, and hope. Because those believers 
are now with Jesus. They are with Him. Jesus defeated death so what can man do to me? What can they 
do to us? Kill us? We will go be with Jesus because Jesus laid death in the grave. We celebrate that. That 
is hard, and it is heartbreaking, and yes, part of us should be angered at that attack, but that gives way 
to rejoicing and praising God because He has overcome all of it. So, let’s be in prayer for them. 

So, I will read our benediction from Hebrews 13:20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.



April 16, 2017 
Luke 7:1-17 
Brody Holloway 
 

Turn, if you would, to Luke 7. It is Resurrection Sunday and I had several people ask me this 
week if we would go to Luke’s account of the resurrection. We talked about it and when we started this 
study and it was pretty neat the way it worked out where we were studying in Luke at Christmas when it 
lined up with Luke’s nativity account. So, we were walking through Luke 2 at Christmastime and that was 
awesome. But there is no way to cover all the chapters of Luke from Christmas to Resurrection Sunday 
in time. I guess you could but I’m not capable of doing that and neither are any of the other pastors 
here. 

It’s pretty neat the stories that fall in tonight’s text. We are going to look at two stories and 
typically we would look at these in two different sermons. But we are going to look at the first 
seventeen verses of Luke 7 and it is broken into two stories. The first one is of a healing that a lot of 
people would consider to maybe be the greatest miracle that Jesus ever performed. We will talk about 
why. The other is the story of a resurrection. We know that resurrection stories always foreshadow what 
Jesus is ultimately going to do in His resurrection. So, we land at a place tonight that will point us to the 
power and authority that Jesus has over sin, and death, and the grave. Then, we will go over to Mark 
and actually read his account of the resurrection of Jesus. 

So, we will begin in Luke 7 and start in verse 1. It says, 
 

“After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum.” 
 
That was Jesus’ base of operations during the bulk of His ministry. If you look at your Bible map 

and find Capernaum, it’s in that region where Jesus did a whole lot of ministry.  
 

“Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, who 
was highly valued by him.” 
 
A centurion was the equivalent of a modern day captain in the military. He was an officer in the 

military and this would have been a man with rank and authority. Especially in the Roman Empire this 
would have been a man who had a lot of say-so in the community and in the area where he lived. So, 
this man had a servant. There were different types of servants and slaves in the Roman Empire. You’ve 
probably studied that. Most of you have, probably, at some point studied it. You could be a slave 
because you had been brought into slavery as a war captive or something like that. You could have been 
sold into slavery that way. You could be a slave because you had indentured yourself to pay debts. But 
then a lot of slaves, even after they earned their freedom, would remain the care and have loyalty to 
their master. We don’t know exactly what this guy’s situation is but this was a huge way of life in the 
Roman Empire. So, this man is a servant to this Roman centurion. We know that much and we know 
that the centurion cared a whole lot about him. Because, it says that he was sick to the point of death 
and he was highly valued by him. The centurion valued this man. 

 
“When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking 

him to come and heal his servant. 4 And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him 
earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy to have you do this for him, 5 for he loves our nation, and 
he is the one who built us our synagogue.’” 
 



When the Roman Empire was established they conquered a lot of different people. So, they 
would go into a region and they would particularly help fund religious structures for an area, and they 
were doing that to win the approval of the people. Ultimately, the Romans wanted you to worship 
Caesar as a god but a lot of times they would help fund these projects. It seems like this man funded the 
entire project. He seems to at least honor the God of the Jews. If he is not a converted Jew, he is at least 
honoring their God. 

The elders are appealing to Jesus on behalf of this man’s merit. So, they are saying, “This is a 
good guy. This is what he did. He built us this synagogue so, therefore, you should maybe do this thing 
for him.” We know that merit is never going to rest on a person. Nobody is worthy of salvation. It’s a gift 
of grace. So, even though they plead and say he is worthy to have Jesus do this for him because he loves 
their nation, watch this. Verse 6, 

 
“And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion 

sent friends, saying to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have 
you come under my roof.’” 
 
So, this guy says the opposite thing. The Jews have been trying to sell the centurion’s merit to 

Jesus and the man is like, “No, no, no. I’m not worthy.” What you have right here in the opening stage of 
the story are some strong, serious, Gospel implications. 

First, we see the mortality of man. When we read a story where someone is desperate for 
healing or someone is desperate for resurrection, we are reminded of mortality. On Resurrection 
Sunday, we are reminded of mortality because the wages of sin is death. Christ’s resurrection is 
powerful not just because He conquered death but because He conquered death as the effect of sin in 
the world. We go back to the beginning of time and we read in Genesis where God establishes this 
amazing place called Eden, and He puts man there, and man is to walk in communion with God forever, 
and ever, and ever. But man sins, and when man sins death comes into the world. The Bible tells us in 
Romans 8 that all of creation is locked up under the curse of sin and is groaning under the weight of sin. 

So, we recognize mortality in a story. You see this man sick. We’ve all been there. We’ve all 
stood over the caskets of loved ones. We’ve all buried people who are very dear to us. On more than 
one occasion I have had to stand and deliver a eulogy, or preach a funeral, and oftentimes that has been 
for people who were too young to die, in our opinion and in our minds. We’ve all been through the 
grieving process and we all know too well what mortality is. What we have to remind ourselves of is that 
mortality is the effect of sin. We don’t just personalize it and say that the centurion is dying because he 
sinned and so God is punishing him. It’s that all of creation, humanity included, is under the weight of 
the curse and needs to be rescued from the curse, and the weight of the curse says that because of sin 
everything dies. Even scientists who reject the existence of God will say that everything is in a constant 
state of decay. Everything, everything. Nothing in creation is in a state of growth permanently or 
perpetually. Everything is in a constant state of decay. 

Think about the beauty of the season where we are starting to see green come onto the leaves 
and you see that it’s a good reminder that we even live in small cycles of life and death, reminding us of 
the life-giving power of Jesus and the death-bringing power of sin. So, the mortality of this man is a good 
reminder to us of the fact that nobody lives forever in and of his own strength and power. This life is 
temporal. It’s very temporal. 

One of my favorite lines from any hymn in my life is, “Only one life, ‘twill soon be past, and only 
what’s done for Christ will last.”75 So, recognizing mortality enables us to see Christ for who He is. He is 

                                                             
75 Missionary C. T. Studd. Studd continues to be best remembered by many for the poem, "Only One Life, 'Twill Soon 

Be Past". Its memorable verse states:  



greater than sin and death. It also enables us to feel a sense of urgency to be about the work of the 
Gospel in our lives, because life is going to be short. If you live to be ninety or a hundred, life is still 
short. It’s but a breath, the Scripture teaches us. 

The second thing we see in this man’s plea to the Lord is that we see desperation. He is 
desperate to help his beloved servant. So, when he is desperate he does the only thing a desperate 
person can do; he turns to Jesus. Many people fail to come to faith in Jesus because they don’t get 
desperate enough. They don’t come to a place where they recognize their need for a Savior. They don’t 
come to a place where they recognize their need for someone to put breath in their lungs, for someone 
to pump blood through their veins, for someone to give activity to their brain. Christ alone can do that. 
This man is desperate for the healing power of Jesus and he is also, in that desperation, recognizing his 
unworthiness to even interact with Jesus. This is a powerful, parallel picture of the Gospel. So, the first 
thing is mortality and the second thing we want to observe is the man’s desperation. 

The third thing is that we want to look at the man’s hope, because in Christ we have hope. In 
Christ you have hope. You have hope for your lost friends, you have hope for your lost family members, 
and you have hope that there is something beyond this life. You have hope for your loved ones. You 
have hope for tomorrow, and next week, and next year. We always have hope in Christ. In fact, the 
Scripture tells us in 1 Peter that Jesus is a living hope. So, our hope is ongoing and living. Though death 
occurs our hope continues to live because our hope is eternal and it’s in Christ. This man understands 
that. 

So, the elders then point to this man’s merit. This man points to his own unworthiness. Then, 
this gets good. Verse 7, 

 
“Therefore I did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my 

servant be healed. 8 For I too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me: and 
I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my 
servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 9 When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, 
and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I 
found such faith.” 10 And when those who had been sent returned to the house, they 
found the servant well.” 
 
A lot of commentators will say that they think this is one of the greatest miracles Jesus ever 

performed because He didn’t go touch and He didn’t go speak. There is no physical presence of Jesus. 
It’s almost like He thinks it or He wills it in His mind. The Creator created all things. He put everything 
into motion. The universe is in motion because of Christ. The solar system we live in is in motion 
because of Christ. All sources of life come from Christ. And with nothing more than a thought He heals 
this man from a distance. When they go and find him he is healed. What you are seeing throughout the 
Gospel of Luke are these stories that point to the authoritative power of Jesus. So, it says in verse 8, that 
this man recognizes the authority of Jesus. The man says, “I too am a man set under authority.” 

When we approach Christ, when we approach the Scripture, and we think about Jesus, if we are 
going to rightly think about Jesus, something that is critical for us to do is think about Him in terms of His 
authority. Jesus is authoritative. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    
“Only one life 'twill soon be past. 
Only what's done for Christ will last.” 
This poem inspired the song "Only One Life" written by Lanny Wolfe in 1973.  (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Studd; 
April 27, 2017.) 



Now, let’s move to the next story, because He is not just authoritative. Even though we see His 
compassion in the story of the centurion’s servant we are going to see His compassion on display in the 
next story. So, we get to verse 11 and it says this, 

 
“Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain.” 

 
Nain would have been in the same area because it says, “Soon afterward.” Probably, in your 

Bible’s footnotes, like mine say, “The next day.” This would have been a short distance from Capernaum.  
 

“Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great 
crowd went with him.” 
 
Because disciples follow Jesus. True disciples follow Jesus. 
 

“As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was 
being carried out.” 
 
Here is this desperate scene. Death has already taken this man. In the previous story death was 

kind of lurking. In this story death has already struck. So we see the effect of a fallen world land on this 
man’s physical body. He was 

 
“…the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd 

from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her…” 
 
Watch this… 
 

“…he had compassion on her and said to her, ‘Do not weep.’” 
 
One of the most encouraging, empowering day-to-day truths that you can live your life holding 

onto, is that the Lord has compassion for you. Whatever your struggle is, whatever your fear is, 
whatever your desperate situation is, whatever sort of pushes you toward hopelessness—Christ has 
compassion on you. Jesus is not just a God of authority, He is a God of compassion. See, if He had 
authority but no compassion then what good would that do us? In fact, it may only drive Him toward a 
just destruction of His enemies. But He identifies with us in our weaknesses, because He’s been tempted 
just as we are, and because He entered into the human condition, and He’s moved with compassion. It’s 
powerful. If He only had compassion but no authority then He may feel sorry for those of us in need but 
He wouldn’t have the authority to do anything about it. But Jesus is both. He has the authority to save, 
and heal, and raise from the dead, and He has the authority to extend grace and forgiveness to us. He 
has both compassion and authority and we see His authority in the next verse, verse 14. 

 
“Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, 

‘Young man, I say to you, arise.’” 
 
You don’t talk to dead people. You really don’t need to talk to dead people. Next time you cruise 

by a cemetery, if somebody is out there talking to the tombstones, you are going to want to call 911. 
That’s not normal behavior. Jesus speaks to dead people.  

Now, we’ve all probably had experiences where you speak to the body of a person whom you 
love dearly and who has gone to be with the Lord. But we don’t speak to that person as if the body is 



somehow hearing us, right? We speak sort of symbolically with the hope of the eternal presence of the 
Lord in that person’s life and that we are going to be with them one day. So, we speak with that kind of 
hope. But what’s happening here is that Jesus is speaking to a dead man—watch this—He is calling him 
from death, back out of death, into life. That is exactly what He does in His own resurrection. He goes 
into death, He conquers death, and then He comes back to life. 

So, we see the compassion of Jesus and the authority of Jesus, but here is what else we see in 
this account; it says in verse 15, 

 
“And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his 

mother.” 
 
Here’s what we see—we see the compassion of Jesus and the authority of Jesus in both of these 

stories, but what we see in verse 15, in the dead man sitting up, is the holiness of Jesus. Now, I want to 
talk about holiness for a minute. When we say something is holy we mean that it is set apart. That, to 
some degree, is true. So, we could say that this podium is holy because it is set apart for a specific 
purpose. Oftentimes, on your Bible it may say “Holy Bible.” The idea is that it is set apart for a holy 
purpose. The word means to be sanctified, set apart by Christ, and more specifically, to be separated 
from sin. 

If you get a chance to watch some of the Bible Project videos on YouTube—parents, it’s a great 
tool for your kids. They go through books of the Bible and there is one point where they talk about the 
holiness of God. There is a Bible Project video where they talk about the holiness of God76 and they 
describe it this way; they say that the holiness of Jesus is Jesus’ ability to give life. It means that He is 
life-giving. If sin brings death then it would make sense that the holiness of Christ brings life, separating 
that which brings death from life itself. So, when we talk about the holiness of Jesus we are talking 
about the life-giving ability—both eternal life, and in this specific instance, physical life. This man went 
on and died later but the idea that Jesus gives eternal life is because He’s holy. And from Him comes the 
power to give life.  

Think of it this way. Think of the Sun. The Sun sustains life and it holds everything in orbit. If you 
don’t get sun your vegetables don’t grow. Those of you who plant gardens know that you need sunlight, 
you need rain, and you need the right balance of both. The Sun gives life. But, if you get too close to the 
Sun, smart people tell us that if the tilt of the Earth changed two degrees it would completely 
disintegrate. It is that critical that we stay this exact distance from the Sun. But, if we tilted the other 
way a degree or two everyone would freeze. In either situation we would be destroyed because the Sun 
is giving life but only in the proper proximity. 

The proper proximity to Jesus in His life-giving ability and His holiness is to realize that we are as 
dead men and Christ is the One who gives us life. In salvation, we don’t sort of earn our way into God’s 
favor. Just like the centurion said, “I am not worthy for Jesus to come to my house, I just need for Him to 
give life because He is able to do that.” This man, on this gurney or stretcher that they are carrying him 
on, doesn’t even have the ability to ask God to give him life, but Jesus, moved with compassion, gives 
life to him. What we have is a great and powerful parallel, a picture, of what Christ does to us when He 
gives us spiritual life. The Bible says, in Ephesians 2, that we were dead in trespasses and sin, but God, 
being rich in mercy, gave us life and raised us to walk with Christ. How does He do that—He does it by 
the power of His own resurrection. He does it by the power of His own death and bodily resurrection. 

We are going to take the Lord’s Supper tonight but I first want to read Mark’s account. All the 
Gospels give different accounts but I want to read Mark’s account of the resurrection. I’ve meditated on 
it some today and I like the way Mark writes because he’s fast and moves quickly. In chapter 16, Mark 

                                                             
76 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9vn5UvsHvM  



will go through the resurrection, to the Great Commission, to the ascension of Jesus, to the exaltation to 
the right hand of God. Where the other writers will stretch that out some, Mark just moves it quickly.  

So, I want to go to Mark 15:33. On Friday, hopefully you paused and pondered the death of 
Christ. I am reading a book that I would strongly recommend. I’m reading it because of a blog that I read 
on Desiring God. It’s called The Crucifixion: Understanding the Death of Jesus, by Fleming Rutledge. She 
is an Episcopal priest and, apparently, she’s a pretty dynamic preacher, and we might take doctrinal 
issue with that, but that’s not the point tonight. It’s an incredible book. In this book there is an 
explanation of the physical goings on in the human body during a Roman crucifixion, but she also talks 
about the fact that there was a need, in the Roman way of doing things, for public humiliation. Listen to 
this one paragraph: 

 
“Crucifixion, as a means of execution in the Roman Empire, had as its express 

purpose the elimination of victims from consideration as members of the human race.” 
 
See, the Romans beheaded people, too. But crucifixion was reserved for a specific purpose—to 

eliminate victims from consideration as members of the human race. 
 

“It cannot be said too strongly that was its function. It was meant to indicate to 
all who might be toying with subversive ideas, that crucified persons were not of the 
same species as either the executioners or the spectators and, therefore, not only 
expendable but also deserving of ritualized extermination. Therefore, the mocking and 
jeering that accompanied crucifixion were not only allowed, they were part of the 
spectacle and programmed into it. In this sense, crucifixion was a form of entertainment. 
Everyone understood that the specific role of the passerby was to exacerbate the 
dehumanization and degradation of the person who had been thus designated to be a 
spectacle. Crucifixion was cleverly designed, we might say diabolically designed, to be an 
almost theatrical enactment of the sadistic and inhumane impulses that lie within 
human beings. According to the Christian Gospel, the Son of God voluntarily and 
purposefully absorbed all of that, drawing it unto himself.” 
 
Jesus died harder than anyone has ever died because He died carrying the weight of the world’s 

sin—your sin, my sin, and the sin of every person who has ever been born into this world. And the 
forgiveness that He extends to those of us who will receive it frees us from that very sin that would have 
crushed us but was unable to crush Him. Christ died not just for our forgiveness but He died a 
humiliating, dehumanizing death, mocked by everyone who saw. And all that does for us is glorify His 
exaltation to the right hand of the Father. Keep that in mind when you read the resurrection story of 
Jesus. 

Now, listen to this, Mark 15:33, 
 

“And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land 
until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, 
lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 
And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36 And someone 
ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink, 
saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus 
uttered a loud cry and breathed his last.” 
 



Keep in mind that Jesus died on purpose and yet we are credited with His death. We are 
charged with His death. Somehow, the divine, sovereign power and plan of God met the brutality and 
evil hearts and actions of men, and in that moment Christ lays down His life having said, “Nobody takes 
my life from me. I lay it down. And if I lay it down I will take it up again.” But He died,… 

 
“And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.” 

 
Why? Because we have a new High Priest. Because what Christ does is He goes and sits down at 

the right hand of the Father; the writer of Hebrews 1 tells us. There is no need for that curtain because 
there is no need for a Most Holy Place, because there is no longer going to be a sinful, human high priest 
needed. Amen? We have a High Priest and we are a royal nation of priests because of this work. 

 
“And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 

breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 
40 There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary 

Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 
When he was in Galilee, they followed him and ministered to him, and there were also 
many other women who came up with him to Jerusalem.” 
 
So, Christ is dead. He’s in the grave. He is put in the ground and the next section tells of that 

Joseph of Arimathea takes the body of Christ, prepares it, and buries it. 
Now, go to Mark 16:1, 
 

“When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first 
day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.” 
 
The first day of the week would have been Sunday so that’s why we worship on Sunday. In the 

Old Testament, in the Old Covenant, Saturday was the Sabbath day of worship. Since the earliest days of 
Christianity we have worshipped on Sunday to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. Many of you 
attended sunrise services this morning and that is sort of a neat practice in the Christian Church, 
particularly in America, where we go out and we worship at sunrise on Resurrection Sunday, to 
remember and reflect on this moment right here, at first light. 

 
“…When the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one 

another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And 
looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And 
entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white 
robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they 
laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. There 
you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for 
trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid.” 
 
Now, the appearances: 
 



“Now when he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. 10 She went and told those who 
had been with him, as they mourned and wept. 11 But when they heard that he was alive 
and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. 

12 After these things he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were 
walking into the country. 13 And they went back and told the rest, but they did not 
believe them.” 
 
You can read that story at the end of Luke; the story of the Road to Emmaus. 
 

“Afterward he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at 
table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had 
not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15 And he said to them, “Go into all 
the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 16 Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these 
signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will 
speak in new tongues; 18 they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any 
deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.” 
 
Read through the Book of Acts and you will see crazy miracles happen through the work of these 

men, these Apostles, to fulfill that text. 
 

“So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven 
and sat down at the right hand of God.” 
 
Symbolically, the right hand of God means two things. One, Jesus sat down. An earthly priest 

would not sit down. Sitting down signifies and signals completion. Christ has completed the work that 
He came to do and He is now at the right hand of the Father. He has healed the blind. Go back to the 
beginning of Luke when we saw where He prophesied, “I’m going to bind up the brokenhearted. I’m 
going to heal those who are sick and broken. I’m going to raise the dead to life.” We saw it in the first 
two stories in Luke 7 tonight; healing from a distance with nothing more than the power of His will. 
Healing, raising the dead to life, and all of these things point to His authority as God. But then laying 
down His life and physically dying to prove that He was one of us, but perfect in that death He died for 
our sin because He had no sin of His own. In going into the ground He laid dead, completely dead, and 
having resurrected He didn’t stop at resurrection like the man in Luke 7, but He ascended to the right 
hand of the Father, signifying perfection, completion, authority, and exaltation. And from that position, 
the Scripture tells us, He will judge the living and the dead, and those of us who are judged based on the 
work of His death, burial, and resurrection will be judged as Jesus would be judged, and Jesus is 
perfection. That’s the power of the Gospel. 

And they went out and they preached everywhere while the Lord worked with them and 
confirmed the message by accompanying signs. Jesus has given a job to us to do. Go back to chapter 7 
and let’s finish that text at verse 16. Just as Christ at His own resurrection and ascension commissioned 
us to take the Gospel to the nations, we want to be a Gospel-proclaiming but a missions-sending church, 
and that’s what we are. The Lord has given us favor and we commission missionaries, and we build 
churches, and we train church planters, and we want to do more of that, and we want to send out more 
of our own people, and we want to see more people come to know Jesus in places all over the world, 
and in Andrews, and Murphy, and Robbinsville, and Bryson City, and the surrounding communities, all 



the way to the ends of the earth. We want to see people come to know Jesus because of the power of 
His resurrection, fueling and empowering us to do the work of apostles. 

Luke 7:16, 
 

“Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen 
among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread 
through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.” 
 
If we are going to do what we’ve been commissioned and called to do then we are going to tell 

what we have seen, what we have heard, what we know to be true, and we are going to do it because 
Christ has risen. He’s not dead, the grave is empty, the throne of God is occupied, and there is a King 
and a Ruler who sits on it, and He’s done everything we need to have hope beyond this life. Amen? 

Praise the Lord for Resurrection Sunday and praise the Lord for His resurrection. I’m going to 
pray and Rob is going to come up and we are going to go into a time of worship through the taking of 
the Lord’s Supper. 

Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	love,	and	appreciate,	and	worship	you	because	of	
what	you’ve	done.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	faithful	as	you	have	been	faithful.	I	pray	that	we	would	
be	humbled	by	your	humility.	I	pray	that	we	would	be	empowered	and	emboldened	by	your	
courage	and	authority.	Help	us	to	live,	and	work,	and	move,	and	occupy	our	days	and	our	time	with	
the	same	compassion	that	you	have	and	with	a	confidence	in	your	authority,	and	the	same	belief	in	
your	authority	that	this	centurion	had;	to	know	and	believe	that	you	can	do	whatever	you	want	to	
by	the	will	of	your	thoughts,	by	the	word	of	your	power,	by	the	touch	of	your	hand.	I	thank	you	that	
the	same	Spirit	that	raised	Christ	Jesus	from	the	dead	lives	and	dwells	inside	of	us.	We	worship	you	
now	by	obeying	your	commandment	to	remember	you	through	the	taking	of	the	bread	and	wine.	In	
Jesus’	name.		

 
(Rob Conti) 
Amen. We want to welcome everyone tonight who is here. We are going to partake of the 

Lord’s Supper. If you are a member of the body of Christ—that’s the Church with the capital “C”—if you 
are a believer, if you are a child of God who has put their faith and their trust in the risen Jesus, His 
sacrifice being sufficient to pay for your sins, His resurrection to separate you from who you were—if 
you have repented and put your faith and trust in Him then we welcome you. Please, partake of this 
supper with us. 

If you are not a believer, I would first and foremost say please repent and trust in Jesus who 
overcame sin, and death, and the grave, and satisfied God’s wrath towards you so that you could be 
rescued, so that you could be the person God created you to be—a worshipper to worship your God. So, 
I would invite you as you see these elements and you see the bread as it represents the broken body of 
Jesus and you see the juice as it represents His blood that was poured out for us, that in that you would 
repent and you would cry out to Jesus to save you, and we would, with open arms, welcome you to 
partake of this supper with us and to come and talk to us about the Gospel and what it means to follow 
Jesus. 

I want to read from 1 Corinthians 11:23. The Apostle Paul says this, 
 

“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the 
same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 



blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.” 
 
So, in a minute, together, we will all sneak preach the Gospel. We are all going to proclaim the 

Gospel of Jesus as we, in obedience, take His supper. We do this in remembrance of Jesus. Do this in 
remembrance of His humility in becoming one of us, and His life, and His teachings, and His healings, 
and His compassion, and His authority, and His victory as He laid down His life so that He could take it 
back up, and with us draw us forever out of death’s grip, and draw you forever out of the power of sin, 
and make you a new creation. Remember Jesus, and as you do that, as Paul says here, examine yourself. 
Examine yourself. What an awesome reminder that as Jesus was dying on the cross, when He breathed 
His last and it was finished, God from Heaven ripped the veil from top to bottom. What’s he saying? 
There is no more separation. Come to your God. So, tonight as you examine yourself know this—you do 
that in the presence of a God who says, “Come to me. Come to my throne and receive grace and 
mercy.” Examine yourself. That’s good. When you do you will see sin but you will see it in the light of 
God’s grace and mercy that He shines from His throne forever toward you. So, examine yourself and 
then be ready to celebrate the forgiveness that Jesus offers you, to celebrate the hope that we have. 
Because we are going to do this until He comes. We are going to do it until He comes, which means He is 
coming. Remember the promise of Jesus. This world is not going to continue as it is right now. Jesus will 
return and bring His kingdom and we will get to be with Him. 

So, to draw our minds to the sacrifice of our Lord, I’m going to read from Isaiah 53, then I’ll pray 
and then the Lord’s Supper will be served. Isaiah 53—ironically, someone from so far away gives us the 
closest view of the cross. It’s as if Isaiah brings us in this passage to the very foot of the cross. 

 
“Who has believed what he has heard from us? 
    And to whom has the arm of Yahweh been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and Yahweh has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 



    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
    and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of Yahweh to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of Yahweh shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors.” 

 
Lord Jesus, God, thank you. Thank you for coming to rescue us. Lord Jesus, thank you for your 

obedience. Yahweh, thank you for providing a body to be broken, blood to be shed. Lord Jesus, thank 
you for your humility and your service toward us in salvation. I pray, God, as you redeem now by your 
Holy Spirit, that we would examine ourselves, and confess our sin, and see any lack of faith, any lack of 
obedience, and that we would receive the grace and mercy that you stand ready to share, and that we 
would come back obediently to worship you and to follow you more closely. I pray for someone who 
doesn’t know you, Lord Jesus, by the power of your Spirit, by your authority that raised that boy from 
the dead, I pray that tonight you would make him alive spiritually and that you would draw him to 
yourself for salvation. Open the eyes of the blind for your glory. Lord Jesus, we confess that we love you 
and we need you. In your name, Amen. 

Luke 22:19, 
 

“And he (Jesus) took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave 
it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.’” 

 
[The taking of the bread] 
 

“And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out 
for you is the new covenant in my blood.’” 
 
[The taking of the cup] 



 
On the authority of the Word of God, because of the life, and the death, and the resurrection of 

Jesus, as a child of God you are forgiven of your sins and you are a son or a daughter. Matthew tells us 
that after they ate this meal that they sang a hymn together before they went out and so will we, so 
pray with me. 

 
Lord	Jesus,	as	we	worship	you	again	through	song	we	thank	you.	We	thank	you	for	the	

power	of	your	resurrection.	We	thank	you	for	the	power	of	your	sacrifice	and	thank	you	for	the	
hope	of	your	promise—that	we	are	tethered	to	you	and	nothing	can	ever	separate	us,	and	day	by	
day	you	are	drawing	us	to	yourself,	and	you	will	return	and	receive	us	unto	yourself,	Lord,	and	you	
will	finally	put	away	all	your	enemies.	They	will	be	made	your	footstool.	You	will	put	away	sin	and	
temptation	forever.	Lord	Jesus,	thank	you	for	the	hope	that	we	have.	I	pray	over	our	church,	Lord	
Jesus,	that	we	would	be	faithful	with	the	Gospel	this	week	and	that	we	would	be	faithful	to	proclaim	
you	to	others	and	that	we	would	be	unashamed	to	share	the	truth	of	the	Gospel.	I	pray	that	you	
would	grow	this	church	and	that	we	would	swell	with	new	converts,	and	that	we	would	see	people	
baptized	in	the	name	of	the	Father,	and	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	for	your	glory	and	for	your	
kingdom,	and	that	you,	Lord	Jesus,	would	be	glorified.	Amen.
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If you are visiting with us, we are working through the Book of Luke in big chunks at a time. 
Tonight, we are going to cover a fairly large portion of Scripture. We are going to finish out chapter 7. 
Our goal is ultimately to meet together, to have fellowship with one another, and to worship Jesus 
because He is worthy of it. 

How awesome was that song, right? The reality that there is one God. There is one God who 
created the universe, who by the power of His word spoke the universe into existence; by the power 
and the authority of His word He upholds it, He directs it, and He is sovereign over it. That God loves you 
deeply. He eternally loves you as an adopted son or daughter that He redeemed and that He rescued, 
just simply because of who He is, because of the love that exists within our God, and He has poured that 
out on us. So, when we come together to worship Him and to sit under the authority of His Word, and 
let it pierce us, and divide us, and to let it get down into who we really are and expose to us our sin, to 
expose to us areas of doubt and unbelief. From that point pour out the truth of God’s Word so that we 
can hold fast to His promises and so that we can believe the truth of His Word, and that it would 
transform us more and more into the image of Jesus. That’s why we meet. We just want to hear from 
His Word. 

So, where we are picking up in Luke 7, we will be in verse 18, and it picks up with John the 
Baptist in prison. Where we left John in chapter 3, he had been arrested by Herod and he had been put 
out in this desert prison. He had been preaching the Gospel and preparing the way for the Messiah. He 
had been calling to repent. Right? When people showed up to hear him preach, he opened with, “You 
brood of vipers.” Awesome. Some people start their sermons with jokes but others start with insults. 
John said, “You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee the wrath to come?” He called them out for 
their sin and he specifically called out Herod because of the immoral lifestyle that Herod was living. He 
called him out and John was thrown into prison. 

So, we pick back up in Luke 7. John is a pillar. He is like the last of the Old Testament prophets 
who preaches fire, and brimstone, and the wrath to come. He knows and he is preparing the way for the 
Messiah. He has prepared the way for the King. This ties into Luke’s overall message that he wants us to 
get. Throughout the Book of Luke, he keeps building up to and explaining this question of “Who is 
Jesus?” Who is this Messiah? What kind of Messiah, King, and Savior is He and what is this kingdom deal 
all about? John had prepared the way for this by telling people, “You need to repent. You need to get 
ready for the coming of Jesus.” 

So, now, Jesus has been on the scene and He has been healing people and doing what He said 
He was going to do. He’s giving sight to the blind. He’s opening the ears of people who couldn’t hear. 
He’s bringing people back from the dead. He’s undoing the curse. He brings people back from the dead. 
He’s freeing people from demonic influences in their lives. So, John is hearing about this, but listen to 
what happens. 

Chapter 7, verse 18, 
 

“The disciples of John reported all these things to him (John). And John, 19 calling 
two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to 
come, or shall we look for another?’ 20 And when the men had come to him, they said, 
‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we 
look for another?”’ 21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and 
evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22 And he (Jesus) answered 
them, ‘Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the 



lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have 
good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’” 
 
John is in prison and I want to briefly touch on his doubt. I don’t think this is the main point; I 

think what Luke is driving toward is the question that John’s doubt produces, “Are you really the 
Messiah? Are you really the King? Are you really the one who has come to rescue us?” John’s doubt is 
real and I think this can encourage us. I think this can encourage us because remember who John is. 
Luke has just talked about it. In a minute, Jesus is going to say that there is no one who has ever been 
born of a woman who is greater than John. He’s going to ask, “What did y’all go out into the wilderness 
to see? A reed shaken in the wind? No. A man in fancy clothes? No, you went out to see a prophet.” 
Jesus’ point is that John isn’t this reed blown in the wind. He wasn’t a man whose preaching was 
influenced by the politics of his day. He wasn’t a man who bent underneath the religious oppression of 
the people who were in power. His message wasn’t determined by how people were going to respond. 
He wasn’t a reed shaken in the wind. He was an oak. He was unyielding, unbending, and steadfast, and 
in the face of certain persecution he preached the truth. Right? He didn’t wear fancy clothes. What is 
Jesus talking about. He’s saying that John wasn’t all tangled up in the cares of this life. He wasn’t 
materialistic. He wasn’t bound up by what he was going to wear, or what he was going to eat, or where 
he was going to live. He wasn’t captured by that. He was free from that. He just served the Lord. He was 
singular in his focus of, “I have a job to do. I have a task. It’s to tell people about Jesus. It’s to tell people 
about the Messiah.” Jesus says that is no one greater than John. “Are you the one or are we looking for 
somebody else?” What’s going on; what happened to John? 

I think a couple of things are going on. First, as much insight as John was given, and as much as 
he was given the oracles of God to proclaim, he still didn’t have a full picture of what it meant that Jesus 
was the Messiah. So, Jesus is going to teach us. For John, he was saying stuff like, “The ax is laid to the 
tree.” What’s he talking about? Judgment is coming down. Right? He said that the Messiah is coming 
and the winnowing fork is in His hand and He is ready to clear the threshing floor. What’s John saying? 
Heads are going to roll. In John’s mind he is picturing that all these Pharisees and lawyers will be gone. 
They will be judged. Herod will be out of here, right? Herod will be judged and Rome will be overthrown. 
Now, John is sitting in a prison cell, and he’s been there, and he is hearing that Jesus is doing really nice 
things, but He hasn’t overthrown anybody. John is struggling and battling with this.  

So, Jesus answers. This is just awesome. You kind of feel for these two guys who show up. They 
are the messengers and they walk up while Jesus is healing people and raising people from the dead, 
and they are like, “Uh, you ask him.” They ask Jesus, “John wanted us to ask you…We surely know but 
John was just wondering…are you the Messiah?” Jesus is raising somebody up from the dead and you 
can just feel the crowd go, “Whaaa?” Jesus is so gracious, though, right? He answers them and listen to 
what He says, 

 
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, 

the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor 
have good news preached to them. 23 And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
 
What does Jesus do? It’s awesome—He points them to Scripture, right? He puts this quote 

together from all these passages in Isaiah, and He gives John, who He knows will get this, Scripture to 
meditate on. It’s so practical. The application is right here. When you struggle with doubt, know this—it 
is not unbelief. Jesus is about to say all that awesome stuff about John. He doesn’t say, “John did well up 
until now and when persecution came he fell away.” No, Jesus said that there is no one better than 
John.  



When you doubt, know that you haven’t fallen away. Know that God doesn’t look at you and 
shake His head. Just know that what He is doing is saying, “Come to me. Come meditate on my Word. 
Dive deeper into the truth of who I am and what it means that I’m your Savior.” Jesus gives John the 
Word of God and then He gives him this promise. At the end, He says, “And tell them, blessed is the one 
who is not offended by me.” 

Reading commentaries, the authors were split. A lot of people said that this was like a rebuke. I 
definitely think that there is a warning laced into it, but this is a promise. This is a promise. He says, 
“Blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” What’s He saying to John? Jesus knows better than 
John what is about to happen. Jesus knows that John’s head is about to be taken off. He knows that John 
is going to die for His message and He gives him this promise to hold onto. What’s He saying to him? 
Stay faithful, persevere, be steadfast. “Blessed is the one who is not offended by me. You will be 
blessed, John. Hold fast. Don’t be offended. Don’t have your own ideas of who I am and how that is 
going to play out in your life. Trust me with all that. Hold fast.” That’s so good. So, in our doubt we need 
to remember who Jesus is and to dive deep into His Word and hold fast to promises and warnings both. 
We need both. 

So, then it starts this conversation in verse 28. The followers of John go away and Jesus turns to 
the crowd and says, 

 
“I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one 

who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29 (When all the people heard 
this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God just, having been baptized with the 
baptism of John, 30 but the Pharisees and the lawyers….” 
 
This is scary. Listen to this. 
 

“…the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for themselves, not 
having been baptized by him.)” 
 
He turns to the crowd and says that no one is better than John, but the least in the kingdom of 

God is greater. It says, 
 

“When all the people heard this, and the tax collectors…” 
 
Why does it say tax collectors? Luke has been making a point throughout his Gospel, talking 

about tax collectors and sinners. We’ve already seen Matthew’s conversion. At the baptism in chapter 3, 
when John is baptizing people, Luke makes a point to say that tax collectors were coming out to be 
baptized by him. Perhaps Matthew, known as Levi, was one of them. He’s making this point that these 
are the sinners. When the sinners hear…the point isn’t that you are a better person than John. The point 
is that if you got what John was preparing you for there is nothing greater. There is no one better. If you 
are in the kingdom… For them, they had heard the message that wrath is coming and judgment is 
coming. You will be judged for your sin. You are sinful. You are a brood of vipers. And do you know what 
the sinners and tax collectors said? “That’s right. That’s true. I don’t deserve anything but wrath.” But 
then they had this baptism of repentance where they confessed, “Yeah, I’m a sinner.” Then John said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God who has come to take away the sins of the world. The Messiah must increase 
and I must decrease.” These people followed Jesus. This is the beginning of the kingdom. Did they 
understand everything yet? No, but what they had they believed, they trusted. They were in the 
kingdom of God. And Jesus is saying, “There is no one greater.” It’s not that John is outside the kingdom; 
that’s not Jesus’ point. He’s saying that there is no one better than John. You are the poor, you are the 



outcast, you are the tossed-aside, you are the despised by the people who have wealth, and position, 
and power, in your time—but in the kingdom of God there is no one better than you. Why? Because 
Jesus has given them sight. Jesus has given them life. Jesus is undoing the curse of sin and death in their 
life because Jesus is the Messiah. 

But for the Pharisees, the lawyers, and the religious experts, this is terrifying. “They reject the 
purpose of God for their life” for themselves. What a terrifying reality to wake up to. For me, it was 
when I was eighteen. We’ve talked about this before when we went through Exodus and Joshua, how 
we always see in Scripture that judgment and mercy run side by side with God. He is always handing 
them both out. When He is rebuking He is doing it to show mercy. When God is warning against 
judgment that is coming it is to show and emphasize His grace and mercy that is still available. He’s 
telling these guys that they are rejecting the purpose for why they exist. They are suppressing the 
reason for why they were created. We were all created for the same thing—the Pharisee, the tax 
collector, the prostitute, the president, and kings were all created by and for Jesus. We were all created 
to worship the one, true, living God; to surrender and submit to Him and find our purpose in loving Him, 
and honoring Him, and glorifying Him. And these guys had missed it. They missed it. That’s a sad 
testimony. 

Then Jesus, in verse 31, said, 
 

“To what then shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they 
like? 32 They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, 

 
‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
    we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 
 
33 For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you 

say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34 The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, 
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35 Yet 
wisdom is justified by all her children.” 
 
Here’s this weird little nursery rhyme or something. I don’t know. But Jesus is asking what He 

should compare the people to. He says, “Y’all are like a bunch of little brats with nothing to do. You are 
telling John to lighten up by saying, ‘We played the flute and you didn’t want to dance for us,’ but to 
Jesus they say, ‘You need to take this a little bit more seriously. You are hanging out with sinners. We 
played a funeral song and you wouldn’t even weep.’ The reality is where these guys stand. Are you 
seeing this? These are two responses to who the Messiah really is. There is this great divide. There are 
sinners who beat their chest and say, “I am unworthy. I am a sinner and I deserve the wrath of God 
forever.” To them, they are given new life. They are healed. They are made alive. The effects of sin are  
undone in their life. But to the Pharisees, to the self-righteous, to those who don’t see their need to 
repent, they want to play games. They wanted to have authority over Jesus and over John. They didn’t 
want to submit to the message so they don’t repent. Jesus is saying that it doesn’t work that way. Then, 
He says this phrase, and I love it. He says, “Wisdom is justified by all her children.” Then Luke, under the 
power and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, gives us this beautiful story to illustrate exactly what Jesus 
just said—that wisdom would be justified by all her children. 

Luke gives us this beautiful story. What does your Bible have as a heading for the next section? 
‘A Sinful Woman Forgiven,’ right? It says, ‘A Sinful Woman Forgiven.’ It’s amazing to me. There’s irony 
here and I get it because in this passage of this woman we are about to meet we don’t know her name. 
We could speculate on who she was and what she did but three times she is called a sinner. We 
remember her that way. The title is ‘A Sinful Woman Forgiven.’ In my notes, that’s originally how I titled 



this section but the more I read it and the more I meditated on it, I realized that is not how Jesus 
remembered her. That is not how Jesus talked about her, right? What did Jesus say about her? How 
would Jesus put the heading in your English Standard Version? Jesus would say, “A Woman Who Loved 
Much.” So, let’s talk about it. 

Verse 36. Luke puts this story right here. Other Gospel writers give us a little interaction about 
John and the Pharisees and other stuff, but Luke says this story goes right here. 

 
“One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's 

house and reclined at table. 37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, when 
she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster 
flask of ointment, 38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his 
feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his feet and 
anointed them with the ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw 
this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 
sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.’40 And Jesus answering said 
to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to you.’ And he answered, ‘Say it, Teacher.’ 

‘A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and 
the other fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now which of 
them will love him more?’43 Simon answered, ‘The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled 
the larger debt.’ And he said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.”’44 Then turning toward 
the woman he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave 
me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with 
her hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss 
my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved 
much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.’ 48 And he said to her, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven.’49 Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, 
‘Who is this, who even forgives sins?’ 50 And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.’” 
 
It’s such a vivid picture. It’s like you are watching this play unfold. Jesus says, “Wisdom is 

justified by her children.” You didn’t want John’s message of repentance because wrath is coming and 
you don’t want my message of life, and sight, and wounds being healed, and lives being put back 
together. Wisdom is justified by her children. 

This woman comes in and we don’t know why Simon invited Jesus over. It would seem to be 
that he is looking for a way, a reason, to dismiss the absolute amazing miracles that Jesus is performing. 
Do you see this? In this chapter and the previous chapters, Jesus has raised people from the dead. 
Apparently, we are all used to that but that’s really cool. Right? He raised people from the dead and He 
is casting demons out of people. He’s the Messiah. At least, He’s a prophet. He does awesome stuff. Did 
you see Simon? This sinful woman touches Jesus’ feet and he’s like, “Oh, see, I knew it. If He was a 
prophet He wouldn’t let her do that.” He raised people from the dead! Simon is just looking for a reason 
not to believe. He’s looking for a reason to not give in to the conviction that is assaulting his spirit and 
his mind as he knows that this is the Messiah. But His way means repentance, and faith, and submission, 
and Simon doesn’t want to give up his illusion of control over his life. He doesn’t want to give up the 
feeling that he’s really not that bad. So, he says, “He lets this woman touch Him.” I don’t know why 
Simon has brought Jesus there. Maybe it was to just glean from the fame that Jesus was getting. 

But the scene would have most likely taken place in something like a courtyard. A meal like this 
would have been sort of open to the general public to watch as the religious elite discussed and 



debated. They weren’t invited to come and eat but they could stand around and watch. The men are all 
reclined at the table. You know, sometimes people talk about other cultures as if, “See, that’s how we 
should be doing it.” This is one thing where we think we got it right, folks. They would all lay down at the 
table on one side with their feet out behind them, because, you know, feet are gross. But who wants to 
eat like that? I’m sure there were a lot of things that were better about ancient Hebrew culture but that 
is not one of them. But, it’s an important detail for our story, right? Jesus came in and they were going 
to lay down at the table, and just common courtesy of that day, to show even the least amount of 
respect, you would wash your guests’ feet. You would have a servant wash your guests’ feet. You would 
have your kid brother wash your guests’ feet. Somebody would be washing feet. You would anoint their 
head with oil. You would say hello to them. You would greet them. In their day you greeted one another 
with a kiss on the cheek. You would greet them with a kiss and say hello to them. Simon had not done 
this at all and this is huge. This isn’t just like, “Oh, I forgot,” this is an intentional dig, a slight. This is 
intentionally showing to everybody where Simon thought he stood and where he thought Jesus stood. 
It’s a condescending attitude toward Jesus. “Yeah, come on over and let’s talk religion and the kingdom 
of God”—but Simon doesn’t show Jesus the least bit of courtesy. 

Maybe that’s what triggered it for this woman. We don’t know her name or what kind of sinner 
she was. Some people speculate that because it says she was a woman of the city that means she was a 
prostitute. We don’t know. In a large part, I think it’s probably intentional that we don’t know. The point 
is that she’s a sinner. The point is that we can all find ourselves right there in the story because we are 
all sinners. Ultimately, sin brings death and judgment. That’s what our sin earns. That’s what our sin 
deserves and this woman is a sinner. So, she comes in and it seems like there may have been a previous 
encounter with Jesus. I think there must have been because she shows up loving much because she’s 
been forgiven much. Maybe it was that she looked and saw that Jesus had been so disrespected by the 
man who was supposed to be hosting Him, and in her love for the Savior, not in an attitude of, “I’m 
condemned,” but in an attitude of, “I have been released from condemnation.” This woman has been 
forgiven of all her sins. Whether it was that she saw a miracle that Jesus had done and the Holy Spirit 
communicated to her soul the truth that this was the One True God, the Messiah, her King, and He could 
rescue her and save her; or whether she listened to Jesus preach the Gospel and in her mind and in her 
heart she cried out for repentance and asked the Lord to forgive her. Maybe she had been following  
Him since John’s baptism. I don’t know, but she’s there for Jesus. 

And in this moment, when Jesus has been disrespected by Simon, she begins to weep because 
of the love that she has for the Savior. Her tears fall down on His feet and she does what would have 
been shocking. Luke writes it in such a way that we feel that. She takes down her hair, which in that 
culture and at that time was not done. For a woman who was married, only her husband could see her 
with her hair down. One commentator noted that if a woman disrobed completely it would bear no 
more scorn than if she let down her hair in front of other men. But she doesn’t care about that. She 
doesn’t care what Simon is going to think. She doesn’t care what other guests are going to think. She 
doesn’t care what the onlookers are going to think. She loves Jesus—and real love for Jesus always, 
always, manifests itself by serving Jesus. Always. So that’s what she does. She has no towel so she uses 
what she has. She dries His feet with her hair, then she takes that ointment, that perfume, and pours it 
out on His feet, and kisses His feet, and showers Him with the love, and the honor, and the respect, and 
the worship that He alone is due. It’s a powerful scene. 

So, then, Jesus turns His attention to Simon and He tells this story. 
 

“’Simon, I have something to say to you.’ And he answered, ‘Say it, Teacher.’” 
 
This is gracious. Don’t miss this. Jesus didn’t have to do this at Simon’s house. Jesus didn’t have 

to accept this invitation. He knew He would be disrespected. He knew that Simon was going to think, 



“See, I knew it. He’s not a prophet.” Even right here, Jesus doesn’t have to engage Simon. He could have 
turned to this woman and said what He was going to say to her or they could have left. This is gracious 
that He engages Simon in conversation. This is grace. Being gracious doesn’t mean that you don’t 
confront sin. Jesus does it with such wisdom; gently and with pinpoint accuracy. So, Jesus says, “Let me 
tell you this story, Simon. There is this money lender and there are two people who owe him money. 
One guy owes him five-hundred denarii and the other guy owes him fifty. He forgives them both. He 
releases both of them of their debt. So, who is going to love him more?” Simon says, “The one who was 
forgiven the larger debt, I suppose.” He throws “suppose” in there like he’s still trying to maintain some 
sort of authority, right? “I suppose.” What do you mean you suppose? Of course. It’s a simple lesson. 

Do this lesson with your kids and ask them the same question. You don’t have to have a PhD in 
anything to get this. Of course, it’s the one who has been forgiven more who loves more. He will be 
happier. Put yourself in the story and make it your mortgage payment. Have you ever had this fantasy? 
Me, too. “You’ve been randomly selected….” Finally! I’ve been randomly selected for something. 
Imagine your mortgage forgiven. You would throw a party for all your friends. You would spend that 
month’s rent on chicken wings. Right? If you were me you would. You would celebrate. This is an 
awesome picture. Your debt is forgiven. Of course the person forgiven the most loves most.  

 
“And he said to him, ‘You have judged rightly.’ 44 Then turning toward the 

woman he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman?’” 
 
Of course he saw her. He’d been boring holes in the back of her head for the last twenty 

minutes with his glare, with his disdain, with his judgmental thoughts that this woman shouldn’t be 
here. This is what self-righteousness does. Self-righteousness doesn’t love. Self-righteousness doesn’t 
offer grace and mercy to anybody. It can’t because it hasn’t received it. So, Simon looks at this woman 
and sees trash and filth. He looks at a tax collector and he sees scum and a traitor. But he loves this 
because he gets to compare himself to them. He’s been laser-focused on this woman, thinking, “If Jesus 
knew what kind of woman this was…of course He’s not a prophet.” Of course He is a prophet, Simon. 
He’s reading your mind. But the reality is that he doesn’t see her the way that Jesus does. “Do you see 
this woman?” He’s so offended because all he sees is a sinner. Jesus sees an eternal soul to save. Jesus 
sees a woman no more bound up by sin than anyone else. She’s no more worthy of grace but because of 
His love she can be a recipient of it. That’s what Jesus sees. Jesus sees a woman who, because she has 
been forgiven of her sins, all of her many sins, who loves Him. He says to Simon, “Do you see her?” 
Simon doesn’t see her—just like he doesn’t see Jesus. It’s like he doesn’t even see himself for who he is.  

So, pause. Time out. We all like to see ourselves like the one who loves much, right? We are on 
the right team. But, time out. Do you really see who you are? Have you really come face to face with 
your sin, the reality of your sin against a holy God? No matter your background, no matter where you 
come from, no matter who your parents are, no matter what you’ve done or what’s been done to you, 
ultimately, there is a wrath to come. There is a judgment. There is a holy God who will judge you based 
on His standard of right and wrong. You come face to face with your desperate need to be forgiven 
because in and of yourself you are a sinner. You are no different from this woman and no different from 
this Pharisee. 

Listen to me. Don’t reject the purpose of God for your life. Repent, cry out for forgiveness, see 
and allow Jesus to open your eyes to see that He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords; God in the 
flesh come to rescue you from your sin and take away your debt. I hope you would. I hope you would 
see that. Simon doesn’t. 

 
“He said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me 

no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 



hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not ceased to kiss my 
feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 
47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he 
who is forgiven little, loves little.’” 

 
Jesus says, “Do you see this, Simon.” The analogy, and the story, and the illustration is that the 

one who has been forgiven much loves much. The debt is gone. The other guy didn’t love as much. I 
think what had to hit Simon right between the eyes is that he didn’t love at all. It’s not that he loved a 
little. The point of Jesus’ story—don’t mess this up—the point of Jesus’ story is not that you need to 
have an R-rated testimony to love Jesus a whole bunch. That’s not the point. Because, if you know 
yourself, whether you were saved at four and you’ve been walking with Jesus ever since, or if you were 
saved at thirty out of a life that you don’t even want to recall for a moment because it haunts your 
sleep—whichever one—if you’ve been saved you have been forgiven much. You’ve been forgiven an 
eternity of Hell that your sin deserves. All of us—if you are saved you have been forgiven much. The 
issue was that Simon didn’t love at all. Jesus says to him, “You didn’t wash my feet. You didn’t greet me. 
You didn’t honor me. You don’t love me. – And it’s because you aren’t forgiven. You don’t love at all 
because you reject the purpose of God, but wisdom is justified by her children.” Here it is. Wisdom is 
declared to be right. God’s Gospel, God’s plan of salvation, is declared right by the transformed life of 
this woman. Do you see it? God’s Gospel is shown to be right and true. Justice and mercy are running 
together as He saves sinners and transforms them. 

It’s like in the story. Let’s go to my story when the bank calls. You’ve been randomly selected 
and your debt is forgiven. It doesn’t mean that the lady I bought the house from has her money taken 
back, right? Who is paying for it? I still owe a lot, right? Right. It would be the bank—the bank would be 
taking the hit. In Jesus’ story the lender is taking the hit. The debt doesn’t evaporate. He is saying, “I’ll 
pay it.” Jesus is standing over this woman and saying that “wisdom is justified by her children.” “Here is 
my plan. She has been forgiven much. Why? Because I paid her debt.” 

Luke will continue to tell us His Gospel, the good news of Jesus. The stories are taking us closer 
to when Jesus will pay that debt. So, here’s the deal. To love Jesus much doesn’t mean you have to go 
out and live a crazy life first. To love Jesus much means you remember the debt that was paid, your 
debt, and you remember the price that was paid, the body and the blood of Jesus, broken for you, 
spilled out for you, crushed for your iniquity. By His stripes you are healed. Simon didn’t see her, he 
didn’t see Jesus, and he didn’t see himself. Don’t be this guy. Don’t reject God’s purpose for your life. 
See the broken body of Jesus, bloodied for you. See the resurrected, enthroned Jesus offering life to 
you. Repent and cry out for forgiveness and He will forgive you of all your sins. And what will replace 
your anger, and your hurt, and your despair, and your confusion will be a love for God that says, “I don’t 
give a rip what anybody else thinks; I’m going to love and serve Jesus.” 

For some of us, the application would be this. If you go back in your mind to your conversion, to 
when God saved you, you knew an intense love. If we are not careful, though, as we grow in knowledge 
and information--- I love theology. I love doctrine. Not because it is nerdy but I love theology because 
it’s the study of God. I love doctrine because it’s the Bible. To say theology and doctrine are not practical 
is to say I don’t know what I’m talking about. To say I love theology means that I love Jesus. To say that I 
love doctrine means that I love His Word. There is nothing more practical than that. The danger is that 
knowledge puffs up. The danger is that we get away from remembering who we were without Jesus and 
we drift from the response of this woman into the response of the Pharisee. Maybe the reason your 
heart is cold toward Jesus; maybe the reason it’s been a long time since you were broken over your own 
sin, is that you’ve forgotten how much you’ve been forgiven, because now your sins are more subtle. 
Now your sins are more internal. It’s not so public. And the remedy, the cure, for that is Scripture. 
Meditate on it. Allow God to put back in front of you who you used to be. It’s a good place to be. If you 



will allow the Scriptures to do that—if you will allow the Holy Spirit to do that—to remind you of who 
you were, it’s a good thing, because He won’t keep you there long. He will keep you there just long 
enough to bring you to your knees so you remember the overwhelming love of a good, and gracious, 
and merciful Savior. You will love Jesus well and, like this lady, you will go with peace, and live in peace, 
forgiven, so you can love much, and serve God well, and fulfill the purpose that God has for your life. 

I’m going to attempt to do this. 
 
“I hear the Savior say, ‘Thy strength indeed is small. 
Child of weakness, watch and pray. Find in me thine all in all.’ 
Jesus paid it all. All to Him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain. He washed it white as snow. 
 
Lord, now indeed I find, thy power and thine alone 
Can change the lepers spots and melt the heart of stone. 
‘Cause Jesus paid it all. All to Him I owe. 
My sin had left a crimson stain. He washed it white as snow. 
 
It’s washed away—all my sin and all my shame. 
And when before the throne I stand in Him complete; 
Jesus died my soul to save. My lips shall still repeat. 
Jesus paid it all. All to Him I owe.”77 
 
Lord,	Jesus,	God	you	are	our	Messiah,	you	are	our	Savior,	you	are	our	King	of	Kings.	Lord,	we	

love	you	the	best	way	we	know	how,	right	now.	We,	as	a	church,	as	a	body,	confess	that	we	love	you.	
You	alone	are	worthy	to	be	loved,	to	be	honored,	and	to	be	worshipped.	Thank	you	for	coming	to	
save	us.	Thank	you	for	laying	down	your	life	and	taking	it	back	up.	Thank	you	for	saving	this	
woman.	

God,	I	hope	I	am	not	out	of	line	in	hoping	that	you	saved	Simon	and	that	we	know	his	name	
because	he	saw	it	at	some	point;	at	some	point	you	opened	his	eyes	and	gave	sight	to	him.	I	pray	
that	he	got	it.	I	pray	for	the	self-righteousness	in	each	one	of	us	and	that	we	would	repent	and	see	
people	for	who	they	really	are—objects	of	your	eternal	love,	and	grace,	and	mercy	who	need	to	be	
rescued	from	your	eternal	wrath.	I	pray	that	we	would	see	one	another	in	this	church	as	brothers	
and	sisters	in	Christ	who	you	have	forgiven,	so	how	dare	we	hold	anything	against	one	another.		

I	pray,	Lord,	now	that	you	would	receive	our	worship	and	I	pray	that	you	would	move	on	
the	hearts	and	minds	of	those	who	are	lost.	Just	like	you	brought	those	dead	people	back	to	life,	I	
pray	that	you	would	resurrect	their	souls	and	that	they	would	be	able	to	cry	out	in	repentance	and	
faith,	for	your	glory.	We	love	you,	Lord.	

 
(Shawn Clark) 
Tonight, we are going to have a baptism. So, after I am done, you have ten minutes. That gives 

you plenty of time to go get your kids and get down to the creek and celebrate with Paul. Paul Gaddis is 
going to get baptized tonight. Matt Jones is going to baptize him tonight. So, we as a part of the body 
together with him, are going to celebrate with him. If you don’t know what baptism is, baptism is a 
celebration. It’s a time for the Church to celebrate and it’s also a time for Paul. Paul, tonight, is declaring 
to the world that he is going to follow Jesus for the rest of his life, no matter what. This is a work that 
Christ is doing in Paul. So, y’all better be down there to celebrate with him. You got that? 

Next week, we are also having more baptisms after church, so ten minutes after we end next 
week’s service we are going to have more baptisms. So, you better be there for that, too. We need to be 
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there to support our brothers and sisters in this endeavor because it is saying to the world, “I’ve been 
dead. I’ve been buried with Christ. He has swallowed up my sin and my shame and He has raised me to 
walk in newness of life. We need to celebrate that so we are going to do that tonight and you are going 
to be a part of that. 

I’m going to read our benediction from Hebrews 13:20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.
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Luke 8: 1-21 
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Wednesday of this week was the last day of Pinwheel and you saw some shots there at the end 

of the video where we had the opportunity to take the kids and walk them up to the tomb. If you have 
never seen it, we have what we think is to scale a first century tomb that would have been common in 
Palestine. It is built into the side of the mountain up there and it’s really neat to see. So, we took the 
kids up there and explained to them what we mean when we are talking about Jesus being buried and 
coming back to life. They got to see that visual. Pinwheel is an awesome program and we are so blessed 
to be in a church that is doing something like this. You are all making it happen. So, Wednesday was the 
last day we had it for the school year and today we had a field day. At Christmas, we had a big Christmas 
event for the students and today we did an end-of-year celebration. So, they were here at Snowbird 
Outfitters doing swings, and ziplines, and things like that. 

One of the principals from the elementary school, which is where Jenn Forchetti works, took a 
minute and addressed the group today and said that the marks they have seen in academic 
improvement in kids in the Pinwheel program—we are not just talking about the spiritual investment we 
make, we are talking about academic success that is measureable and very noticeable. They were 
expressing thanks to us. I also spoke to Phyllis Blaylock today, who is a kindergarten teacher who has 
three of her students who are in Pinwheel. She said, “Brody, I’m not kidding. These kids are literally 
night and day from where they were at the beginning of the school year. Not just that they have learned 
and grown but the trajectory they were on has changed.” It’s a very effective program. So, if you have 
any questions about Pinwheel, you could pretty much ask anybody who is a member at Red Oak and 
they are either going to be able to answer your question or steer you to somebody who does, because 
there are so many people involved in it. And we are going to need more people next semester. 

If you are visiting, you are not sure what we are talking about. Two days a week we bus kids 
from a local elementary school in Andrews to this property and we tutor them one-on-one. We need 
volunteers. Thinking about next fall, if you can only do one day a week – we do it on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays—that’s fine. We are looking to expand the program and we will have a lot of conversations 
this summer about potentially expanding it to more days. That will be contingent on the way we 
program it. So, we are committed to tutoring one-on-one and there may be some program 
opportunities where we open that up and have some other things that we could do in a group setting, 
so it would become sort of an after-school program as well. We have some people who are saying they 
have an interest in doing that; some Red Oak people who are wanting to take it to the next level. So, 
that’s exciting. That will be a conversation we are having in the days to come. 

If you are looking for a home church and you are praying about being a member at Red Oak, we 
will put you to work if you join here, so heads up. We do not believe in consumer Christianity or 
spectator Christianity and we don’t ask congregational permission to advance the Gospel in our 
community and to the ends of the Earth. We feel like that’s what God has called us to do and that is the 
way we are going to do things. So, whether we are talking about being on mission locally and connecting 
in the community with people who need Jesus or that need help in other areas of their lives, we want to 
do that and then to the ends of the Earth and everything in between. 

Two weeks ago we had Jeremy here. Our deepest partnership is with the Chadan78 cluster of 
people. You got to hear from him and hear what is going on there. Right now, we are praying about who 
we can mobilize. We have such a deep investment in that team and God is doing great things. It’s a good 
time to be a part of Red Oak Church. We are four years old and God is doing great things here. A guy 
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recently said, “I hear y’all have some sort of little church up there,” and I just kind of chuckled. At first, I 
got mad and wanted to say, “Don’t trivialize the Church of Jesus Christ,” but then I thought that, yeah, 
we’re a little church but we are doing big things for the Gospel because of God’s goodness and grace. 

So, turn to Luke 8 and let’s dig in. We will continue our study in the Book of Luke. This week and 
next we are going to be tackling chapter 8. You are going to notice that we are starting to take bigger 
chunks of Luke. When we started off we were tackling shorter portions. As a pastor or teacher you like 
to have smaller chunks because you can slow down and really walk through passages. It’s actually a 
more difficult task to take larger portions of Scripture and try to teach a larger chunk. But, as pastors, we 
got to talking. The doctor, Luke, is responsible for writing more of the New Testament than anybody 
else. Paul gets credit for that because numerically he wrote more books of the New Testament but Luke 
crushes it in terms of volume. So, we are going to study the Book of Luke and then we are going to study 
Acts and we realized we are going to study the largest portion of New Testament Scripture and we will 
be doing this, if you are in the Treehouse program right now, when your grandkids are members of Red 
Oak. So, this is going to take us forever and we are going to speed it up and take bigger chunks of 
Scripture. We are not going to shortchange anything; we are going to do diligent work as teachers and 
we need for you to do diligent work as listeners and students of the Word. 

One more thing—after church tonight we have another baptism so that’s exciting. We don’t 
have a baptistery but we are definitively Baptist. That could pose a problem, right? Not really, there is 
always water. Remember that Ethiopian eunuch? Philip is talking to him and they say, “Here’s water, we 
can do it right here.”79 Well, we have water at the creek. It’s just a little chilly but you don’t have to stay 
in it long. That’s the beauty of baptism. It’s not a swim, it’s a dunk. We will get in and get out. So, that 
will be afterwards tonight. 

So, tonight we are going to be reading verses 1-21. This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

“Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and also 
some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 
Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 
Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out 
of their means. 

4 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came 
to him, he said in a parable, 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some 
fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 
And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no 
moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked it. 8 
And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these 
things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

9 And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, “To you it 
has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in 
parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ 11 
Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path are 
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, 
so that they may not believe and be saved. 13 And the ones on the rock are those who, 
when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a 
while, and in time of testing fall away. 14 And as for what fell among the thorns, they are 
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and 
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pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. 15 As for that in the good soil, they are 
those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit 
with patience. 

16 “No one after lighting a lamp covers it with a jar or puts it under a bed, but 
puts it on a stand, so that those who enter may see the light. 17 For nothing is hidden 
that will not be made manifest, nor is anything secret that will not be known and come 
to light. 18 Take care then how you hear, for to the one who has, more will be given, and 
from the one who has not, even what he thinks that he has will be taken away. 

19 Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him 
because of the crowd. 20 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing 
outside, desiring to see you.” 21 But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are 
those who hear the word of God and do it.” 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. Let’s pray. 
 
God,	I	pray	you	would	give	us	insight	into	your	Word,	ears	to	hear,	minds	and	hearts	to	

receive,	and	brokenness	to	respond	in	obedience,	and	I	pray	that	you	would	apply	it	to	our	lives	so	
that	we	could	act	accordingly.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

	
I was in a conversation recently, and Muggs and I were talking to this guy who was a retired 

fighter pilot. If you were a little boy growing up in the 80’s and your favorite movie was Top Gun (That’s 
not an endorsement of the movie, by the way. I didn’t get saved until I was nineteen.) you wanted to be 
a fighter pilot. In my room I had posters of my favorite athletes and I had some posters of some really 
cool fighter jets. I built a few models and I hung them from the ceiling from fishing line. I had dogfights 
going on. They didn’t last long because we took them down and actually did dogfighting with them and 
crashed them. It was a lot of fun. I remember that I was sort of interested for a period of time during my 
childhood in fighter planes. One of the things that interested me was World War II aircraft and I 
remember a few years ago when Tuck and I watched this series that came out that is on YouTube now. 
The series is called Dogfights and I think it was put out by the military channel. This show, through 
computer animation, replays actual dogfights that occurred during different times in history. In World 
War II the term ‘fly by the seat of your pants’ was in action. They weren’t using computers but 
everything was a joystick and eyesight. They didn’t have missiles so it was machine guns. It was really, 
really close combat. And I remember watching an episode where the United States developed an 
aircraft called the P-51 Mustang and it basically changed the tide of the war. The air war was won 
because of that one particular development. But, if you took that globally game-changing piece of 
modern technology from 1943 and you inserted it into today’s Air Force it would not have the same 
effect. In fact, nobody would want to get in that thing and go fight against an enemy, because 
technology has changed and everything has changed in the world of aerial combat. 

So, I was having this conversation with this fighter pilot and asked him when he got started. He 
said he started in the mid-70’s and I asked him what he was flying. He was flying the latest, greatest 
fighter aircraft at that time. But then years later he was flying the F-16, which was the latest, greatest 
fighter aircraft. He went on to explain how the most modern fighter aircraft are so beyond even his 
imagination, even though he spent twenty years flying these things. 

The point is this—technology changes and what is top dog today is going to be dust in the wind 
a generation from now. The Gospel is not like that. The Gospel is timeless. The effect of the Gospel on 
first century Jerusalem, first century Palestine, all the way to Spain, all the way up into Gall, and by the 
third century all the way up into modern day Great Britain, Western Europe, and all the way into North 
Africa, and to the Far East—the Gospel that penetrated cultures in the first century is the same Gospel 



that penetrates cultures in this century and we haven’t had the change the message and we really don’t 
have to change the method a whole lot. We proclaim Jesus Christ and Him crucified, buried, risen, and 
exalted to the right hand of the Father. Now, methodologically, we do come up with different ways of 
getting the Gospel places because we can use technology, and thanks be to God we can do things now 
that we couldn’t do even ten years ago, but the message is unchanging because it is the Gospel given by 
a timeless, eternal, unchanging God. If God could change, He would either be able to change for the 
better or for the worst. If He could change for the better that would mean that He wasn’t good enough 
to save us when Christ went to Calvary’s cross. That would mean that He wasn’t at perfection when He 
came into the world. If He could change for the worse, it would mean that He was no different than 
Satan himself, and an all-powerful, all-knowing God who could change for the worse could ultimately 
become completely evil. So, the timeless truth that God is unchanging is critical to the backbone of the 
doctrine we hold to in our proclamation and advance of the Gospel. 

What Jesus is doing in our passage tonight is He is talking to us in this text, in this passage, about 
how to do ministry and He is talking to us through the earpieces of first century followers. What He is 
doing is He is creating a distinction here. There is one parable that Jesus tells in His ministry where He 
talks about a guy who is fishing. He throws the net out, the net hits the water, he brings the fish in, and 
then he goes up on the beach and separates the good fish from the bad fish.80 What’s a good fish and 
what’s a bad fish? If you are a fisherman, you know. You would put sucker fish, carp, and stuff like that 
into a different place than you put really good, farm-raised, Howard Brown81 trout, right? Those are 
different, okay? If you are hungry, you will eat some carp. But, in this parable he is separating that which 
is acceptable and that which is not. It’s a parable of what it is going to be like when Christ separates 
those who are true believers and those who are not. So, when Jesus is explaining, throughout the course 
of the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—those who are in the kingdom and those who are not, 
He draws these fine lines and distinctions that help us understand. 

One thing He helps us do is test ourselves and make sure we are really a believer. Paul writes to 
the Corinthians who were nuts. They were Jesus people who had gone absolutely bonkers because they 
were worshipping Jesus using the practices of pagan worship. I remember years ago a pastor did a 
sermon series in a study of Corinthians that he called Christians Gone Wild82. What they were doing is 
the same things that they did when they worshipped their pagan gods, and they were doing that to 
worship Jesus. Some of you have similar testimonies. When you first became a Christian you were all 
excited about Jesus, Jesus, Jesus but you didn’t know what those first steps were supposed to look like. 
So, a lot of what Jesus’ teachings do for us in the Gospels is they teach us how we know we are truly 
saved and then what we will do about it knowing we are truly saved. 

This is one of those teachings, so Jesus starts by explaining in the first three verses something 
that was really, actually revolutionary, especially in first century Roman Empire. That is this—He defines 
the people who are following Him and there is a diversity of followers in the first few verses of this text. 
Let’s look at that. He says that the twelve were with Him. A few weeks ago we met the twelve core 
disciples. There were a bunch of people who followed Jesus but there were these twelve core guys. We 
walked through that. Then it says, 

 
“…and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities.” 
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Luke tells us that there are these people who are following Jesus and they are women. Here is 
why this is significant—because in Rome, in the first century—because in Palestine, in the first century—
women weren’t allowed to vote, they weren’t allowed to testify in court, and their opinion didn’t 
matter. It was not like it is in your house, or in my house, or in our culture and our society. One of the 
things I think that you and I can arm ourselves with is that when you meet someone who is attacking 
Christianity, one of the things they will do sometimes is they will say, “Christianity demeans women. 
They have all that submissive stuff.” Listen, Christianity was revolutionary and continues to be 
revolutionary in the fact that it elevates women to those who are equally created in the image of God, 
just as men are. They have completely different roles, genders, distinctions, and distinctives. We are not 
the same but neither is better. We are equal and equally created in the image of God. And Jesus would 
actually use women to substantiate His resurrection. In fact, the women who followed Jesus, who are 
named in this text, were some of His most faithful followers. Never once, in all of the Gospels, is it said 
that a woman spoke evil in betraying or denial of her Lord. They were extremely faithful. 

Luke gives us a little bit of insight into what these women were like. He said that some of them 
had evil spirits and some of them had infirmities. We know for a fact that Mary Magdalene was 
possessed by seven demons and she was freed from that. I don’t know what that looks like but I know 
that she probably had major psychological issues and major emotional issues. Her life was a wreck. If 
you are here and you have struggled with depression or anxiety, one of the things that happens is that 
there are times in your life where there is a darkness that closes in around you that is suffocating. I’ve 
dealt with it and have had to live with it, personally, in my own life at times. It literally engulfs you and 
you feel like the weight of the world is sitting on your chest. You can’t breathe, and you can’t talk, and 
you can’t think straight, and you can’t process information, and you are fighting to grab hold of the truth 
of the Gospel. Can you imagine the psychological turmoil that a person who was under the control of 
seven demons would have lived in? And Jesus set her free from that. That’s what He did—He freed 
people from the control and dominion of sin, and demons, and Satan. So, she was really faithful. 

These other ladies had infirmities. We know that Jesus had a ministry of healing, and 
restoration, and freeing people from their sin. Then He names this diverse group of women. And we 
know from the twelve that there is a lot of diversity. You have Mary Magdalene who was this demon 
possessed woman. Then he names Joanna, and her husband is one of the household managers and is on 
Herod’s staff. Herod was a local king. So, you have a woman who is following Christ and her husband is 
in service to the local king in that region, someone like a governor. So, there is this very diverse group of 
people following Jesus and it says that they provided for them out of their means. These people are 
providing financial support for Jesus and the ministry and the building of the kingdom. 

I was talking with John and Spicey this week. We don’t generally preach on tithing or giving but 
if you study and read your Bible you do not have to go far to realize that it takes the sacrificial giving by 
God’s people for the work of the Gospel to be advanced. Missions is expensive when it comes to taking 
the Gospel to hard to reach places. Even in a local context, like the Pinwheel program, it costs money to 
do that. It takes a lot of people volunteering their time and it takes money. So, ministry is expensive. We 
are in a very unique situation here where our budget predominately goes to ministry and missions, but it 
probably won’t always be that way. So we should capitalize on that now and we should give exceedingly 
more than we think we can. 

I heard something this week. I man had written a book, and I’m not going to read the book but I 
did watch a three minute trailer about it. It was awesome. One of the things he was talking about was 
mental toughness or mental strength. He said that 99% of people who run marathons finish the 
marathon. That’s impressive. Then I thought how the people who don’t finish are the people who don’t 
start, like me. That’s why that percentage is so high. If you have the audacity to run to the starting line 
and say you are going to run for the next five hours, or whatever, you are probably there mentally. You 
are going to finish at any rate. This man said that people talk about runners hitting a wall around the 



fourteen or fifteen mile mark. If you a runner you can identify with this. Mentally and psychologically, 
your brain is telling you, “You cannot finish!” Then he said that it has been proven that the human body 
is at about forty percent capacity when the brain starts saying that. Isn’t that fascinating? The average 
human body is at forty percent capacity when the brain says, “No, no, no! We’re done!!” The brain is 
tapping out. This is why we talk about mental toughness. 

Well, you know what? I’m convinced that you could take that same percentage and apply it to 
the average giver in the Christian Church today. It’s this—“I’m giving as much as I can give.” You are 
probably at about forty percent of what you could make happen if you would get serious about giving to 
fund the advance of the Gospel. So, you have people who are giving of their lives, their talents, their 
gifts, and they are following Jesus around. He is on mission and they are on mission with Him so they are 
traveling with Him. Because, the Gospel doesn’t just grow feet and crawl around. Jesus chooses, in His 
divine perfection and sovereignty, to use missions and the proclamation of the Gospel by mouthpieces, 
and the advance of the Gospel by the Church to get the Gospel to the people who need to hear it. That’s 
what He does. Does He need us? No. But does He do it that way? Yeah, He absolutely does. 

So, the ministry team is traveling with Jesus to advance the ministry of the kingdom. All these 
people were giving their lives to advance the ministry of Jesus. So, what does Jesus do? Well, He tells a 
parable. It’s not the first parable but it’s the longest one. It’s the first really, really big parable and He 
tells the parable of the sower. Most of us are familiar with the parable of the sower. It’s one of those 
parables that people who don’t even know the Bible very well are somewhat familiar with. 

I don’t want to really unpack the parable of the sower and this may be a curveball for you. I 
think this would be important for discipleship group leaders to address this week in your discipleship 
groups. I’m not going to dig into the actual parable and here’s why. There is a saying that says you can 
give a man a fish and he will not be hungry for a day but you can teach him to fish and he will never be 
hungry. You’ve heard something along those lines. So, I don’t want to dig deep into the parable but 
what I want to do is talk about parables, because what I have learned in this study is that I’ve had a 
wrong concept of what parables are designed by God to do for us. 

This is a devotion that I wrote for a group of students recently so I’m just going to read this to 
you. This is an overview of the parable: 

 
Ever notice how when the preacher or teacher is teaching from the Bible, we sort of perk up 
when he begins to use an illustration or tell a story? It’s true. We all tend to do it. This is because 
as humans we are drawn to visual things and real world experiences. Well, this is good because 
this is how God made us and it is exactly how Jesus often taught. He told stories, gave examples 
and illustrations, and did all of this to help us understand deeper Bible truth. I love it, and it really 
helps me learn what Jesus wants me to learn.   
 
In this story in Luke 8, Jesus tells one of the most famous of all of his stories.  In the Bible, these 
stories and illustrations are called “parables.” They were used by Jesus to help us understand 
deeper truth for the Christian life. Here, in our reading, Jesus uses an illustration about a man 
sowing seed. It goes like this: 
 
A guy throws out some seed, and some of the seed grows into fruit but most of the seed dies.  
The seed that dies, dies because it doesn’t get rooted into good, rich soil. The root system is 
really important. So some of the seed is gobbled up by birds, which is a parallel to the way some 
people hear the Gospel, but Satan and this world deceive them into rejecting it.   
 
Some of the seeds land on hard rocky ground and so they don’t get rooted. This is an example of 
people who hear about Jesus, get excited for a little while, and then just never get rooted into 
the Word of God and they end up walking away. We have all seen this happen, and maybe it has 
even happened to you, personally.   



 
Next, there is seed that is choked out by thorns. This is like someone hearing the Gospel, but it 
just isn’t as important to them as the things the world offers. The world is really distracting and 
so many times we fall for the world’s temptations and pleasures. Think of hearing a good 
sermon, or going on a really helpful retreat, then getting back to school and just forgetting about 
what God has shown you. You get distracted with the cares of life and the temporary pleasures 
the world offers. Eventually, you forget all about Jesus.   
 
BUT…there is an example that Jesus gives us here that provides encouragement and hope.  
Sometimes, we feel overwhelmed and like we cannot really follow Jesus. But he says that if we 
study His Word, worship Him, and love Him, and love others, then we will build strong roots and 
we will grow strong as Christians. THIS is the great hope we have as Christ followers.   
 
Plan today to root yourself into God’s Word and loving others with a true and honest heart, and 
you will grow strong.83   
 
That’s my overview of the parable but here’s what I want to talk about. I want to talk about 

parables in general because when you read Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John you are going to see a lot of 
parables and we need to understand why Jesus gave parables. He gives us the answer to that in verses 
9-10. It says, 

 
“And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10 he said, ‘To you it 

has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in 
parables, so that “seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.”’” 
 
So, here’s the thing. We are talking about parables and there are two steps to the way parables 

work. The first step is interpretation and the second step is application. Parables look like any other 
Scripture in that sense. The first step is interpretation. When you are studying the Scripture and the Holy 
Spirit is helping you understand it, that’s called interpretation. Another big, seminary word for that is 
hermeneutics. It’s a process and a procedure for studying the Scripture in terms of interpreting it. God 
wrote it initially in the pen of a different language, in a different culture, and to different people. Now, if 
we take the principle that we talked about earlier that it works in all cultures, in all times, and in all 
places, that’s true, but we need to do the hard work of interpreting it properly. 

I’ll give you an example of what happens if we don’t. The Jehovah’s Witnesses call their 
interpretation and translation of Scripture the New World Translation. What they have is a translation of 
the Bible that has been perverted and distorted and it’s heretical. So, interpretation is critical. 
Interpreting a parable is a big deal. This is why we don’t start off Bible conversations by saying things 
like, “To me, this means blah, blah, blah….” That’s not where we start. That may be where we end when 

                                                             
83 Questions from the original devotional: 

1. Which of the 3 seeds that dies is most familiar to you? Have you ever struggled with 
distraction from the world, or from Satan’s lies? Talk about it and pray about it and ask 
Jesus to help you fight against it.   

2. Think about a friend or family member who may have fallen like one of these types of 
seeds.  How can you pray for them? Do that right now. Take some time and pray God 
would show them truth.   

3. How do you plan to build roots into the seed of the Gospel in your life?  Jesus says that 
we can “hold fast in an honest and good heart and bear fruit with patience.” Think 
about and pray about how you plan to do that daily.   

 



we get to application. So, we interpret Biblically. This is how we know about things like sexuality, and 
gender, and doctrine, and all of these things have to be interpreted biblically. Then we step into, “To 
me, this is how I respond to in obedience.” That’s the application. So in reading parables we go through 
those two steps. The disciples, in verse 9, ask for the interpretation from Jesus. 

Now, the disciples asked for an interpretation, and watch the word that Jesus uses. This has 
been blowing my mind this week. In verse 10, He says, 

 
“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God.” 
 
Another word for ‘secrets’ is ‘mysteries.’ Secrets and mysteries are things that are being 

revealed to us by God, about God, and about His kingdom; things that we could not know if God did not 
reveal them to us. 

Did you ever meet somebody and years into the relationship they tell you a story and you go, 
“Man! I thought I knew you!” You get to a point in your friendship, and you get to know a person 
deeper, and deeper, and deeper, and then all of a sudden you begin to realize that there are a lot more 
layers to the person than you knew. 

If you are a new Christian, what has happened is that God has pulled the veil off of your eyes 
and He has pulled back the glorious revelation of the Gospel. But let me tell you something—ten 
thousand ages into eternity you will still be digging into layers concerning the depth of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God. That’s why Paul says to the Romans, “How unsearchable are His truths and how 
unknowable are His ways. Who has known the mind of the Lord and who has been His counselor? Who 
has given a gift to God that He might be repaid?” There is a depth to God and in a thousand lives we 
could never begin to scratch the surface of Him. 

So, Jesus uses the word “secrets.” Now, watch what He says about secrets. Here’s what all of us 
who grew up in church were taught that a parable was—“an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.” Did 
you ever hear that definition? The problem with “an earthly story with a heavenly meaning” is that we 
need to zero in on the phrase “heavenly meaning,” because it’s a revelation from the kingdom of God. 
So, I want to go deeper in our knowledge of what parables are in terms of interpretation and 
understanding. That word ‘secrets’ is key and here’s what it tells us. Parables not only reveal—listen—
they not only reveal deep truths about the kingdom of God, they also conceal deep truths about the 
kingdom of God. That’s what Jesus says in verse 10, 

 
“So that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’” 

 
He says, “I’m speaking in parables and those of you that have ears to hear…”—who has ears to 

hear? Christians. If you’re a Christian and you open the Word of God and read it, you have ears to hear 
that. Don’t believe the lie that says you can’t understand it or that it’s too deep for you. I think it was J.C. 
Ryle who used the illustration that the Word of God, if we compared it to water, would be to a small 
child as a creek, or a brook, or a branch, or a stream that they could play in, and to the greatest 
theological mind it would be deeper than the deepest ocean. The Word of God, though, for a believer is 
the revelation of God to us. Listen to me—if you are a Christian you can open the Word of God and ask 
God to give you wisdom and counsel. Four times in John 14:15, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the 
Helper, the paraclete, which means counselor or helper. That means that I can read God’s Word and He 
will help me understand it. Do you believe that you don’t have to go to Bible college or seminary to be a 
student of the Word of God, a theologian? 

Men, fathers, husbands, daddies, mentors—be students of the Word of God and speak that into 
the lives of your wives, and kids, and the people you have chosen to invest in. Step outside the circle of 
your family and invest in young men and women. If you’re a dude and you have a wife and a kid you 



better become a student of the Word of God because the wisdom that is laid out for us in that is going 
to enable us to raise our families in the way that God wants them to be raised. But if you are a twelve-
year-old young lady and you’re a Christian and a Christ-follower, or if you’re a fifteen-year-old young 
man, or a sixty-year-old, brand new believer—open the Word of God, ask for wisdom, and He will reveal 
himself to you through His Word. 

The parables are a great way that happens, but here’s what happens—the parables are both 
concealing and revealing, based on what Jesus is telling us in verse 10. So they reveal to those of us who 
are believers deeper truth. So, when you read the parable of the sower and you walk through it, you go, 
“I get it. Put down roots. Till the soil. Do the hard work of personal discipleship and discipling others. I’m 
not just to proclaim the Gospel and make converts, I’m to do the hard work of making disciples and 
teaching them to obey the commands of Scripture. It takes hard work in the soil of my own heart and it 
takes hard work in the soil of people I invest in.” That’s what God is revealing to us through the parable. 

But, here is what would happen when Jesus would tell a parable. The Pharisees would go, “What 
in the world is He talking about?” Have you ever read the parables? If you are a Christian and you’ve 
read them they are not complex. In fact, parables are a great place to teach children the Bible. And the 
Pharisees----. 

I was at a doctor recently and he scratched his head and said, “I don’t know what to tell you—
what do you think?” I thought, “I came here because….how long did you go to school?” Kindergarten to 
twelfth grade is fourteen or fifteen years for some of us. Then some of us do the college thing. Some of 
you finished the college thing but some of you said, “This ain’t for me. I’m going to do something 
different.” Some of you don’t even try the college thing. Some of you dropped out of high school and 
got your GED. None of that matters. But you’re not doctors. If you are going to open my head up and do 
brain surgery or you are going to tell me what’s going on with my heart, I hope you went to some place 
like Duke Medical. They are actually known for that more than they are known for basketball. So, I asked 
the dude, “Hey, where did you go to school, man? I’m just wondering.” I was curious. 

Here is what the life of a Pharisee was like. At about age twelve they would say, “This kid shows 
promise.” They would put him in the best school of Judaism and they would raise him up. Then, he 
would end up studying under some rabbi who would be training him and discipling him. Then, in their 
thirties they would begin to disciple or train other students. It was this really hands on process. Most 
Pharisees were probably around forty before they were allowed to do it. 

So, Jesus is like, “Okay. I’m going to tell you a story. This guy finds a pearl and it’s worth a lot of 
money so he sells everything he has to get the pearl. The Gospel is like that. You give up everything you 
have to get Jesus.” And the Pharisees go, “What is He talking about? We did not cover that in…” It’s 
simple. The problem is that you can’t assume that your lost friends are going to get excited when you 
are learning things from the Word of God because having eyes to see and ears to hear is a gift from God 
and the application comes from the Holy Spirit. Many of you are frustrated with your husband or wife, 
your mom or your dad, your neighbor or your coworker because they don’t get it. Here’s the great, deep 
soteriological truth (that means salvation, Gospel truth) about all of this—if the Spirit of God doesn’t 
open their heart and minds, and if the authority of God doesn’t remove the veil from their face, they are 
never going to get it. Therefore, they are not going to get you. You are not going to make sense to them. 
So, we pray that God gives them eyes to see and ears to hear, but we don’t soften the blow of the 
Gospel. We don’t change the message. We just teach it because it’s already so simple. But, in its 
simplicity it’s not simplistic. It’s deep, and wide, and it’s so good. 

We read The Jesus Storybook Bible84 to these Pinwheel kids. Where are some of our Pinwheel 
kids? Do you like it when we read from the Jesus Storybook Bible? That’s pretty good, isn’t it? Do you 
like that part? Stories about Jesus that a second grader can grasp. Why? Because God gives eyes and 

                                                             
84 Lloyd-Jones, Sally; ZonderKidz, 2007. 



ears to see and receive. The Pharisees didn’t even get it. They were, “What’s He talking about planting 
seeds and sowing and….” These guys never gardened, apparently. Everybody knows the law of the 
harvest—you plant corn and you get corn. You don’t plant corn and say, “I thought for sure an apple 
tree was going to grow right here. All I had was corn and I just prayed real hard it would be an apple 
tree.” No, if you put corn in the ground you get corn—if the soil is right, and prepped, and everything is 
done the right way in terms of fertilizer, and water, and sunlight. We had a drought last year and all over 
the southeast people couldn’t get their corn to grow because there was not enough water. It’s not a 
deep parable. 

The problem is that if a person doesn’t have eyes to see and ears to hear he isn’t going to get it. 
So, Jesus says that the thing that is revealing biblical truth to the believer is also concealing it from the 
unbeliever. You know what it takes to get those truths? Surrender and submission to a God, where you 
look at the cross of Christ and say, “That’s the only hope for me. My intellect won’t do it. My ability to 
make money won’t do it. My looks, my talent, my skill, my portfolio---none of that will do it. I am 
completely bankrupt in and of myself and I need something greater than my sin. I need something 
greater than my self-righteousness. I need something greater than my ability to process information.” 
Then, boom, Jesus, by the power of the Gospel and the work of the Holy Spirit to apply that to our lives, 
saves people who otherwise would be unsavable. Then the Gospel makes sense. And the Gospel makes 
as much sense to me right now as it did twenty-five years ago when I got saved. But there’s a depth to it 
now, isn’t there? There’s a depth to it. 

Sometimes parables actually prevent people from understanding the kingdom of God. Listen to 
this. This is intense. I didn’t say it; Philip Ryken said it, 

 
“Parables discriminate.” 
 
Did you hear that? Think about it. If you are not a note taker you can still do this one. Write that 

down. 
 
“Parables discriminate.” 
 
He goes on to explain. 
 
“Parables reveal the difference between people who were there only to be entertained and 
people who, like the disciples, were willing to make the effort to understand spiritual truth. The 
parables demand thought and spiritual earnestness. They separate the sincere seekers from the 
casual hearers.” 
 
So, parables are simple but there is truth that can be mined out of them. When you read a 

parable, dig in. Dig in and let God teach you. 
Jesus is actually quoting from Isaiah 6:9, and to put that in context, in Isaiah 6:9 Isaiah is 

speaking to a group of people whose hearts--- Listen, here’s what God does to the Jews. He takes their 
unbelief and hardens them in that unbelief. It’s not popular to talk about that side of the way God 
works. But He takes people in their unbelief and He hardens them in their unbelief so they cannot 
understand. He’s saying to Isaiah, “You are going to go and proclaim a message of truth to people whose 
hearts have been hardened in their unbelief and in their rejection of the existing truth. This is going to 
be very difficult.” So, we roll our sleeves up when it comes to the ministry of the Gospel, in Andrews, 
Robbinsville, Hayesville, Murphy, Bryson City…. We roll our sleeves up when it comes to the ministry of 
the Gospel in South Sudan, and Chad, and Northern Uganda. We roll our sleeves up when it comes to 
training people in Northern India. And we prepare for a long, difficult road that will be so worth it for the 



next couple of billion years, just to put it in a framework we can at least get our brains around. It’s going 
to take work.  

In 1 Corinthians 1:18, the Bible says that “the cross of Christ is folly to those that perish.” That 
means that it’s foolishness to them. They don’t get it. The reason they don’t get it is that Roman gods 
were seen by those who could not be destroyed permanently. But people who died on a Roman cross, 
like crucified convicts, and murderers, and the lowest scum of society—when people were crucified on a 
cross they were seen by the Romans as being lower than animals and condemned for all of eternity to 
wander in the underworld. There was no hope for them. So, a person who was crucified has lost their 
soul, basically. And Christ goes to the cross and says, “I’ll do this my way and here’s how I’m going to do 
it. If I’m going to kill death I’m going to kill it real good. I’m going to kill it on the very thing that you 
people think robs a person of his soul.” So, Paul is saying to the Corinthians that when Roman people 
look at the cross they say, “This is foolishness. You are saying that this dude was God and He died on a 
cross?” It’s foolishness to them because the Gospel is folly to those who don’t believe. 

The parables are like that. And Philip Ryken says, 
 
“In their discrimination the parables demand thought and spiritual earnestness. They separate 
the sincere seeker from the casual hearer.” 
 
Here’s my question tonight. Are you a sincere seeker or are you a casual hearer? That’s a 

question for all of us. When you open the Word of God are you a sincere seeker? Do you open the Word 
of God to mine the depths of truth that God has revealed to us in it? Or are you a casual hearer? “I go to 
church on Christmas, and Easter, and some Sundays in between.” “Oh, I’m better than those folks who 
just go to church on Christmas and Easter.” Listen, there are people who go to church every single 
Sunday, and put their rear ends in a seat in this church, and they are nothing more than casual hearers 
when it comes to the demands of the Gospel. We have work to do and that work begins with us being 
sincere hearers, asking God how He might open our hearts and minds to receive His truth, and then act 
on that. 

So, how do I know the answer to that? Well, here are the last two sections; the illustration of a 
lamp under a basket and then the interaction of Jesus with His family. I want to present those as the two 
answers as to how we know, because what Jesus is saying is this. He’s saying that if you are a true 
follower of Christ, and these things make sense, and the Word of God is coming to life, and you are 
studying, and you are learning, and you are growing, then here is what’s going to happen. You’re going 
to be able to contain it. What good is a light that’s put where no one can see it, right? We bring that 
light out and we shine that light into the darkness so that the benefit and the effect of that light doesn’t 
just help me but it helps others. 

We had a power outage this week. I was so mad that one night. I was expecting to see Toto and 
Dorothy go ripping by. The wind was blowing and there were tree limbs flying everywhere. I was in my 
study, which is a little cabin back in the woods up here with a bunch of red oak trees all around it. I 
thought, “I’m done here.” I was hearing tops coming out of trees and I got in my truck and drove out to 
the four lane. I sat right in the middle. There wasn’t a tree for about a mile and I thought, “That’s good. I 
think I’m good right here.” I got kind of rattled. I had two or three trees fall in my sight. 

So, I got home and our power was out. I was so mad because I went down to Mugg’s shop and 
he had power at his shop which is about four hundred yards from my driveway. Then I noticed that 
every house had power except for my house. I’m one of those dudes who when the power goes out I 
don’t call the power company. I assume that somebody is calling the power company. Right? Some of 
you are the people who are calling the power company. Some of you are like me; you assume it will take 
care of itself. We live in the twenty-first century in America—if the power is out we assume it will come 
back on. Maybe it stunted me living in Africa. When the power goes out you figure it will come on by the 



end of next week. You just kind of settle in. If you’ve lived in the third world or in a place like we lived in 
Africa you know that it comes and goes. We were sitting up there in the dark and I had lanterns lit in our 
house and I could see that the lady through the woods had power. I got in my car and drove up the road 
and there were lights, lights, lights, lights—I had to call the power company. I’ve never done that. Who 
do you call? “Hello, operator, would you tell somebody that my power’s out? I live at 845 Robinson 
Road. It’s horrible. We’ve got five kids and we are on a spring. We don’t even have a well. That means 
we have no water. We smell bad.” 

What good is that lantern if it’s not sitting in the middle of the kitchen when that power outage 
comes around? We’d all just be sitting in the dark. Just imagine if we lost power and nobody moved. 
Nobody turned on a flashlight. You get the illustration. When you have it you use it, not just for your 
benefit but for everybody else’s benefit. So, one of the ways I can know if I’m like the Pharisees when I 
hear the Word of God or if I’m like the true disciples is what do I do with it? Am I living it out? It’s not 
just if I’m preaching and proclaiming Christ every day but am I loving people really well? Am I bringing 
people into my home? I jotted down some stuff. Here you go. Here are some things you can do to be on 
mission right now, where you are at in life: 

 
• Share Christ. Tell people about Him. A long time ago a really smart dude said, “Preach the 

Gospel always and when necessary use words.85” No, no, no. Every chance you get, preach 
the Gospel using words and then live a lifestyle that backs it up.  

• Love others well. That’s the backing it up part. Especially those who are less popular or not 
in your circle. Recognize that people are hurting. The Gospel is their hope for joy, and 
healing, and hope. 

• Use the gifts and opportunities that God has given you.  
• Remember that it’s not about you; it’s about Jesus. The proclamation of the Gospel is not 

about me. We get uncomfortable. I was sitting at Anthony’s Pizza in Bryson City one time 
and these four British dudes were on a motorcycle tour and I was just listening to them 
because they were British. Why wouldn’t you listen to Brits talk? I was like, “I’ve got to share 
the Gospel. I’ve got to tell these guys about Jesus. I’ll never see them again.” And I didn’t do 
it and I can still, to this day, beat myself up over that. In that moment when I’m backing out, 
or I’m wussing out, I need to remember that it’s not about me; it’s about Jesus. 

• Learn about the world. Know about people groups. You are in a church where we throw this 
at you constantly. Learn history and religion. Pray for missionaries by name and work. We 
put our missionaries in front of you and they are not hidden. We are partnering with the 
IMB86 but we have specific partnerships that we drive and drill deeply into. So, be aware of 
those. 

• Know who your church supports. Write letters to them. Pray for them. Explain to your kids 
who they are. When they are here visiting, bring them into your home. 

• Understand the Gospel and study it often. 
 
If we are going to let the light shine we have to be proactive in that. 
Then, Jesus uses this comment about His family. In the interaction between Him and His family 

what He is teaching us is this: There is a family greater than all earthly relationships. Was Jesus ugly to 
His mama? No, man. On the cross, in agony, He looked out for His mother. This is not Jesus saying, “I 
don’t love my mama.” 

                                                             
85 This quote is often misattributed to St. Francis of Assisi but researchers have not found it among his works. 

(https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/factchecker-misquoting-francis-of-assisi)  
86 International Mission Board; https://www.imb.org/  



We had a contra dance here last night in the church house. My mama came over for Kilby’s 
birthday. A bunch of y’all were there. There were probably about fifty people here. We were dancing 
and having a big time, and me and my mama were dancing. At one point I had to do the sashay and 
everybody got a big kick out of it. Ha, ha, ha, laugh it up. So, me and my mama were dancing and I said, 
“Hey, mama, you know what’s funny? Remember when we were growing up if somebody danced in 
church?” When I was in elementary school I was not allowed to do square dance class. They make you 
do that here in the mountains of North Carolina. I was not allowed to do square dance class because 
that was dancing, and John the Baptist got his head cut off. I was contra dancing with my mama last 
night and I said, “Mama, I’m having a big time! Are you having a big time?” She said, “I’m having a big 
time!” She was dancing on a broken foot and was doing this. 

Jesus loved His mama. He’s not saying, “Don’t love your family,” He’s saying that the greatest 
love that you can have for them is to love them with the Gospel of Jesus.  

So, what do we do with this? We let our light shine and we recognize that we are part of the 
kingdom of God, on mission to bring more people into the kingdom that will never end, with the King 
who is already sitting on His throne. He’s already there so let’s get busy and do the work of an 
evangelist. 

Let’s pray. 
God,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	understand	your	Word	and	that	you	would	apply	it	to	

our	lives	and	make	it	make	sense.	We	do	need	eyes	to	see,	and	hearts	to	understand,	and	ears	to	
hear,	and	you	provide	those	for	us.	I	pray	for	those	of	us	who	are	in	Christ	that	we	would	grow	
through	a	daily	understanding	of	your	Word	and	the	study	of	it.	I	pray	for	those	of	us	who	are	here	
who	are	not	in	Christ	that	we	would	be	confronted	tonight	with	our	own	sin	and	the	reality	of	the	
Gospel.	God,	if	there	are	people	here	tonight	who	don’t	know	you	and	don’t	have	a	relationship	with	
you,	and	don’t	know	what	it	is	to	follow	Jesus,	I	pray	that	you	would	reveal	to	them	the	truth,	and	
the	weight,	and	the	reality	of	your	Word,	your	Gospel,	your	truth,	that	you	love	us	and	there	is	no	
other	name	under	Heaven	given	among	men	whereby	we	can	be	saved	but	the	name	of	Jesus.	I	pray	
that	we	would	all	be	on	mission	to	win	our	friends,	and	neighbors,	and	relatives	to	proclaim	the	
Gospel	and	live	it	out	in	front	of	people.	We	worship	you	now	through	song	and	in	response	to	your	
Word.	In	Jesus’	name.	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
That was awesome. It’s been such a great day. I just want to thank Barbara for cooking for the 

Pinwheel meal. It was really good. Thank you to the staff who worked rec all day. Yes, clap, that’s good. 
It’s good affirmation. It was an awesome day to come in and sit under the Word of God. I just want to 
extend to those of you who are visiting with us, or if you’ve been coming for a while, please don’t keep 
your questions to yourself. If you are wrestling with the Gospel and maybe for the first time your ears 
were opened to hear the truth of the Gospel, and to see with your eyes for the first time the beauty of 
the Gospel, and God is drawing you to himself, please come talk to us about that. We don’t do big 
invitations. We don’t get people to say a prayer or to walk an aisle, but we’d love to sit down and talk to 
you about what God is doing in your heart, because when His Word goes into the soil of your soul, if 
that’s for real it is going to bear fruit. We just encourage you that we want to be a part of that process. 
We want to help you. We want to talk about it. So, please, come talk to us. 

Tonight you are going to see the Gospel. We have heard it and we are going to see it illustrated 
tonight through baptism. Julie Jenkins is getting baptized. Awesome. And Kala—I just realized I don’t 
know Kala’s last name. I don’t know her last name but I know this. I’ve been around her long enough to 
know that the Gospel has taken root in the soil of her soul and it’s awesome. We are going to celebrate 
that tonight. The picture that is displayed through baptism is that they died with Jesus. Because Jesus 
identified with us in what it means to be a human, He identified with us in our sin so much so that God 



was just in punishing Him for our sin, and then Jesus died. The picture is that we died with Him. We died 
to sin. We died to death in Jesus. But just as Jesus rose from the grave we are identified with Him in the 
power and the victory of that resurrection so that all that Jesus has He gives to us as His children. That’s 
what’s being proclaimed tonight in these baptisms. 

I’ll read a passage of Scripture and then we will take ten or fifteen minutes to get down to the 
creek and then we are going to celebrate these stories, the story of God rescuing these women and 
bringing them into this church. It will be awesome.  

So, I’m going to read this familiar passage in Matthew 28 regarding what we are about to do. 
Jesus said, 

 
“All authority in Heaven and on Earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you and, 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 
We will see y’all down by the creek.



May 14, 2017 
Luke 8: 22-56 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn to Luke 8. We have a lot to cover tonight so we are going to jump right in. We are about a 

third of the way through the Book of Luke. If you are visiting with us we want to welcome you. We are 
not going to do anything awkward like make you stand up or sit down while we do the opposite. We are 
not going to make you fill out any paperwork but we hope you will come back and we hope you have an 
awesome time worshipping with us tonight. 

What we have just done is worship through song and now we are going to worship through the 
preaching and hearing of the Word of God. It is really important that we view this portion of the worship 
service as worship—the preaching, and the proclamation, and the hearing of the Word of God is an act 
of worship. We see this a lot in the Bible, where people come together, particularly in the Old 
Testament, which was the time in history before Christ came into the world. A prophet, or pastor, or 
priest, or king would speak and they would read from the Scripture and that was considered worship, 
and people would worship by responding to the Scripture. Then, Jesus came along and the writer of 
Hebrews tells us that Jesus is a better Word. Jesus speaks a better word and He is a better Word. So, 
what we have now is the completed Word of God, given to us by God, by His Spirit, through the pens of 
men. 

So, we are studying through the Book of Luke and we are about a third of the way through. It’s a 
big book. If I remember right, it’s the longest book in all of the New Testament and Luke writes more of 
the New Testament than anybody else, in terms of volume. He’s a long-winded guy so get comfortable. 
Just kidding. That’s the oldest preacher joke in the book—making a joke about how long you are going 
to preach. I’m not going to preach that long but I am going to speak really fast. So, hang on because we 
have a lot to cover. 

We are actually covering four stories tonight. We are going to start in Luke 8:22 and go to the 
end of the chapter, which is verse 56. We have decided to accelerate a little bit, otherwise we will still 
be in Luke a decade from now. Not that that would be a bad thing but there is so much other Scripture 
that we want to study together. 

Are y’all ready to do this? We have a lot to cover and we are going to roll fast. I don’t have a lot 
of illustrations and stories tonight, we just don’t have time. We are going to move fast. Miss Vicki87, I 
have notes typed out tonight, so these will be for you afterwards. I’ll hand them to you but I don’t know 
how much I’ll stick to them. We will see. 

Luke 8:22-25, 
 

“One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side of the lake.” So they set out, 23 and as they sailed he fell asleep. 
And a windstorm came down on the lake, and they were filling with water and were in 
danger. 24 And they went and woke him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” 
And he awoke and rebuked the wind and the raging waves, and they ceased, and there 
was a calm. 25 He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and they 
marveled, saying to one another, “Who then is this, that he commands even winds and 
water, and they obey him?” 
 
This is the first story we are going to look at tonight. Here’s the scene. If you look at a map 

where Jesus was doing most of His ministry—most of us have maps in our Bibles and you can use those 
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and they are actually helpful. If you look at a map of the region where Jesus did most of His ministry, His 
early ministry was all done in the region of Galilee and there is a body of water, a sea, there. We don’t 
use the word ‘sea’ in our culture but it would be something like one of the Great Lakes, or something 
like that. On the other side of that portion of the lake there is a region called the Gerasenes and here is 
what we know about it. It is a pagan land. What does pagan mean? Young people, pagan means non-
Christian. It means they don’t worship the God of the Bible, they don’t worship Jesus, they don’t hold to 
the Scripture. They worship other gods but they worship. This is a pagan area. The reason we know that 
Jesus is going toward this pagan region is because in the next story we will see that there are a lot of 
pigs there and Jews considered pigs as unclean. 

What Jesus is doing is He is going on mission. We say often that Jesus is the first missionary. So, 
He’s going from one side of the lake to the other. He’s on mission, okay? The Old Testament writers 
prophesied that Jesus would not just be the Messiah and the Savior of the Jewish people but He would 
be the Savior of the Gentiles. A Gentile is anybody who is not a Jew, so that’s most of us. That means 
that we can be thankful that Jesus came to save non-Jews. We are the recipients of salvation. So, Jesus is 
going on mission, and He’s going to go across this body of water, and He’s going to take the Gospel to 
these people. 

Now, Jesus was exhausted because ministry is hard. Ministry is difficult, days are long, nights are 
short, and you just stay worn out when you do ministry. So, Jesus gets in the boat and here is a beautiful 
picture of His humanity. Jesus, who emptied himself of all that was rightfully His, according to the Bible 
in Philippians 2, humbled himself and became human. He submitted himself to every aspect of human 
existence, including being a baby, having to eat food, having to go to sleep. The Bible tells us in Psalm 50 
that God doesn’t have any needs. He doesn’t get hungry and He doesn’t get sleepy. Psalm 122 says that 
the Lord doesn’t slumber or sleep. Psalm 50 says that God doesn’t have need. He doesn’t hunger. Yet 
Jesus submitted himself to those things. So, we see here that Jesus is fully man in this story. 

But we also see that He is fully God because He speaks and commands the weather. The Bible 
tells us in Colossians 1 that Jesus literally holds all things together. He holds everything in place. People 
are freaking out over this eclipse that is coming in August88. It’s going to be awesome. I heard somebody 
say that fifty thousand people are coming to Andrews. It ain’t possible. I can’t wait to see it. It’s going to 
be like Woodstock for science nerds. It’s going to be awesome and I can’t wait. Some of you are already 
getting excited about this and some of you are going, “What’s he talking about?” You are trying to 
Google it without anybody seeing you. Stop that, we’re in church. There is some kind of crazy eclipse 
that is going to happen and people are going to come from all over the place. Let me tell you something. 
Jesus holds planets in motion. He holds solar systems in place. He makes gravity work. Everything is held 
in place by the authority of Jesus. Why? Because He is God and He is the Creator and the Sustainer. The 
Bible tells us in Hebrews 1 that, literally, by the word of His power He holds creation. He holds the 
universe. 

So, you have in this story a rare scene where you see a defined picture of the humanity of Jesus 
and a defined picture of the deity of Jesus. Deity just means the God-ness. A lot of times in Scripture you 
see the humanity of Jesus really on display. Other times you see the deity of Jesus really on display. 
Always you can see glimpses of both but right here it is definitive that He is fully human, asleep in a 
boat, and He’s God, fully God. He’s the God-man. Do you want to sum Jesus up in a word, when it comes 
to theology and understanding how those two things meet? You could use something really long and 
nerdy like ‘hypostatic union’ or you could say He’s the God-man. The only God-man, He is God in the 
flesh. We see a powerful picture of it. 
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The disciples are waking Jesus up, “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus…” and they are kind of freaked out. They 
wake Him up because they are scared of the storm and what Jesus does is, the word that is actually used 
is that He rebukes the wind and the seas. The word ‘rebuke’ tells us that He does this authoritatively. 
This is an authoritative move displaying the Godness of Christ. 

We had an awesome exercise among our youth on Wednesday night. What we do midweek is 
we have discipleship groups and meet in homes. We’d love to have you join one of those or be a part of 
one of those. You don’t have to be a church member to be a part of one of those. So, the youth meet at 
my house. Our youth group is called R.O.Y, which stands for Red Oak Youth. They named themselves. 
You are welcome—that’s what you get when you have a church full of rednecks. It is awesome, y’all. The 
student ministry at Red Oak is banging because there are a pile of people who come to our house on 
Wednesday nights who don’t come to church. We want to get them to church on Sundays but right now 
they are not coming, and that’s okay because they are getting the Gospel on Wednesday nights and they 
are getting food, because y’all are buying them supper, which is awesome. We are pretty ill-equipped at 
our house to do anything else other than just teach them the Bible and talk about it. We don’t have a 
stage or sound system, we don’t play music, we don’t play games, and we don’t watch movies. Not that 
those things are bad but in our current situation we just teach them the Bible. 

We opened this story up on Wednesday night and we asked them to think about a storm they’d 
been in. Some of the kids in the youth group are from Florida and they talked about hurricanes. Some of 
us talked about snowstorms, or lightning storms, or windstorms. But I want you to imagine the scariest 
weather moment you have ever experienced where you didn’t know if you might get carried away like 
Toto and Dorothy or wake up in some foreign land. You were legitimately afraid for your life. For a 
human being to speak a word and for that to stop and be completely calm, what is the reaction of the 
disciples? It freaked them out. In verse 25, they were afraid, and it blew their minds. They were “scared 
and amazed.” That’s a cool place to be—“scared and amazed”—when you have fear before the Lord and 
at the same time you are amazed. This is such a powerful picture of how we should respond to Jesus 
because we are to be in fear of Christ. People will say that fear means awe—no, here they are afraid and 
in awe. There is more to the fear of the Lord than just being in awe. What’s happened is that they have 
seen Christ for some part of who He is in a way that they have never seen Him before. You’ve got to 
believe that as a Christian, if you’ve grown up in the Church, it doesn’t mean that God won’t reveal 
himself in a most powerful way tomorrow, or the next day, or next week. He does it through His Word 
and in this story He does it through His spoken word, where He calms the storm. 

Now, watch this. They say, “Who is this, even winds and water obey Him?” They are answering 
their own question. Do you ever do this with a kid when they ask you a question and you ask them to 
say it again? What has happened is the answer is right there in the question. Who commands winds and 
water? Well, the Creator commands winds and water. Their question contains the answer. Jesus is really 
gracious with them as He is gracious with us. He’s working them along. 

In the next portion of the passage we are going to get that story answered. Philip Ryken says 
this. You have heard us quote Ryken a lot from a commentary we are using. 

 
“Here in chapter 8, the disciples raise the question that is really the central concern of the whole 
Gospel: ‘Who is this Jesus?’”89 
 
And Ryken continues, 
 
“Ironically, the disciples also provided the answer, although they seem to not fully recognized it 
themselves, they said ‘He commands even winds and water and they obey Him.’” 
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So, they get it, they just don’t get it. “I get it but I just don’t quite get it.” You look back at 

seasons of your life and see, “That was awesome. I didn’t know nearly what I know now but I was having 
fun with Jesus.” These guys are there in the moment and what is happening is they are being discipled 
and they are learning and they don’t even fully understand and recognize it. What Jesus is going to do is 
we see this a lot where He links stories together. We saw that last week. He is going to connect the next 
couple of stories and by the end of these stories the disciples are going to have that question definitively 
answered for themselves. Right now they are just kind of asking, “What’s going on?” 

Maybe you are here tonight and you think you know who Jesus is but you really don’t, because 
you don’t fear Him or you don’t marvel at Him. You can’t come into a God encounter with this Jesus—
you can’t know the God who created and sustains and came to save us from our sin—you can’t know 
Him and not be blown away. Do you know what won’t provide that for you? Church attendance, or 
liturgy, or confession, or singing, or fellowship, or breaking of bread, or doing ministry in the community. 
Those things are the outflow of recognizing Jesus for who He is. But Jesus is the one who reveals it to us. 
We don’t figure that out on our own. We don’t fight our way to Christ. He fought His way to us through 
death, and sin, and temptation, and Hell, and the grave, and He conquered it all. 

But now Jesus is going to show these guys a thing or two and this is one of my favorite stories in 
all of the Bible because it involves a naked, crazy man. When that enters into the Bible you’ve gotta see 
what’s going on. I preached this to a group of students a couple of summers ago and about halfway 
through the sermon of week one I wondered what I was doing preaching this because this is nuts. 

Okay, verse 26. This guy is in a really, really bad way and Jesus is going to heal him. 
 

“Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. 27 

When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from the city who had 
demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but 
among the tombs. 28 When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said 
with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment me.” 29 For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the 
man. (For many a time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with 
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the 
desert.) 30 Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” for many 
demons had entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into 
the abyss. 32 Now a large herd of pigs was feeding there on the hillside.” 
 
One of the Gospel writers says it was two thousand pigs. That’s a lot of pigs. 
 

“And they begged him to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33 

Then the demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, and the herd rushed down 
the steep bank into the lake and drowned. 

34 When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they fled and told it in the city 
and in the country. 35 Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came 
to Jesus and found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of 
Jesus, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 36 And those who had seen it 
told them how the demon-possessed man had been healed. 37 Then all the people of the 
surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they were 
seized with great fear.” 
 



See that. That’s the same reaction of the disciples, “seized with great fear.” Fear of the Lord is 
important. The Bible tells us in the Psalms that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and 
knowledge, and understanding. 

 
So he got into the boat and returned. 38 The man from whom the demons had 

gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return to 
your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” And he went away, 
proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.” 
 
Let’s unpack this portion of the story. This is a kind of crazy thing. I want to address a couple of 

things before we look at what I think is the main point of the story. It’s this. We live in a society and a 
culture where mental health issues are prevalent. People struggle and the struggle is real and I’m not 
saying that as a cliché. It’s a legitimate struggle. But here’s what the world tends to do. The world tends 
to say that we know how to deal with medical issues, so we have medicine that addresses physical, 
medical needs. Then the world tries to address emotional needs by addressing the mind. The problem 
happens when what is going on in the mind and the emotions drills too deep and it gets into the 
spiritual condition of man. Because what happens then is that we cannot medicate spiritual depravity. 
Amen? You cannot medicate spiritual depravity. If someone has a chemical imbalance, we can help with 
that medically in our society and culture. We’ve advanced technologically to that point. There are times 
when that is necessary. If someone has a legitimate mental issue, where doctors, and psychologists, and 
psychiatrists work together to try to help them get through some difficult thing they are dealing with, 
that’s legitimate and that falls in the realm of science and medicine. We are not Amish so we believe 
that has a place in society but here’s the problem. When people are dealing with spiritual depravity—in 
other words spiritual brokenness—medicine can’t fix it. Spiritual brokenness comes from spiritual 
addiction to things like pornography, drugs, and alcohol. Spiritual brokenness comes from past abuse 
when you were a little girl or little boy and somebody you should have been able to trust physically, 
sexually, or emotionally hurt you. That creates damage deep down in the core of who a person is. 

I don’t know this guy’s story. All we know is that he is demonized. He is literally devastated by 
these demons. And you can’t medicate that. In fact, the story tells us that these people have tried to 
help him but they couldn’t help him. Here’s what we know in review. It’s a pagan land—we see that 
from the pigs. Jesus is there on mission—Jesus shows up there not randomly. The boat didn’t just drift 
over there; He’s there on mission. When Jesus leaves, the Gospel has been planted among this 
unreached people group. 

But here is the second thing I wanted to talk about. We need to look at the seriousness of this 
man’s condition from a personal and spiritual standpoint. We also need to—as a church, it is our job as 
pastors to help you understand things like the doctrine of Satan and demons. Because that’s something 
that in today’s society and culture that either gets magnified to an unrealistic place, so that every time 
you get a runny nose it’s a demon or Satan that’s causing it—where the reality is that we live in a broken 
world where things like pollen happen. We were talking this week to Josh Martin. He just got a 
mechanical valve put in his heart. He’s a young man and Lord willing he has a lot of years ahead of him. 
Thank the Lord for modern medicine. He has this mechanical valve and it’s crazy. You can put your head 
right there and hear it click, click, click. He said that it’s interesting that because of the medication he is 
own he can’t eat kale or it will cause his heart to stop. I was like, I knew it. I guarantee you that stuff 
started growing after the Fall. There is no way something that tastes and looks like that could have been 
here as part of what God says, “It was very good.” The fact is, when you think about what happened 
after the Fall—God created this world and He said it was good, and there was fellowship, and things 
were like they were supposed to be. Somewhere in there the Fall occurred and with it we have this 



driving force of temptation from this evil being called Satan. I think it’s important that we recognize that 
he is real but that we don’t make him bigger than what he is supposed to be. 

It’s been said that the two biggest mistakes you can make are to ignore that Satan and demons 
are real or to hyper analyze who they are and what they are doing in our lives. We live in a fallen world 
and by God’s grace we live in a technologically advanced age where there is medicine and we do have 
good food sources and things like that. People live to be seventy, eighty, sometimes ninety, or even a 
hundred years old, but the reality is that a century is a short period of time because we live in a broken 
world. Sin has broken this world and Satan is a big part of that. 

So, I want to give you some overview about who Satan is, so I’m going to read. Satan is powerful 
but is a created being. He is not God’s counterpart. He is created by God and, as such, he is under the 
authority of Jesus. He is sort of wreaking havoc on humanity whenever he can. He’s destructive and 
wants to do damage while he can. 

Additionally, people often give him either too much credit or not enough. Sometimes I hear 
people blame Satan for things he cannot possibly do. He is real, but we are sinful and need to first take 
responsibility for our own sin and action. He is not to blame for my sin. He is a tempter but I am a sinner. 

We read about Satan in Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14. What we learn there is that Satan led a 
rebellion of other angels against the Throne of God and as a result he was cast out of Heaven and 
condemned to Hell, which was actually created for him. For this period, his battlefield and target are 
Earth and humanity. Jesus tells us that Satan wants to rob, kill, and destroy; and that one day he will 
himself be cast into Hell. This is a place of torment and suffering created for Satan and his demons. In 
the meantime, he wants to take as many people with him as he can. 

Think of stories you’ve read where there’s a terrorist, or a suicide bomber, or someone like that. 
I had an awesome privilege recently to meet some guys who are with the FBI’s hostage rescue team. I 
didn’t know what that was so I asked him and he couldn’t tell me a lot. It’s a pretty unique and very 
small unit. It’s less than one percent of the FBI and it’s a small team of guys. What they do is when local 
or state law enforcement can’t handle a situation because it’s too big they go and deal with it. So, the 
guy I met was fascinating. We were actually leading some men’s ministry events together because he is 
a former pastor who has a doctorate of theology from Southeastern. He got his MDiv from Southern. His 
undergrad work was in speech communications. As a thirty year old he was burned out in ministry and 
one night on a whim he filled out an application to go to the FBI and that’s where he is now. I was like, “I 
can see how those two ministries relate. They are a lot the same. You deal with craziness all the time.” 

I asked him what his typical day was like. I said, “Is that a question I can ask?” He said, “Man, it’s 
crazy. I can’t tell you a lot. I can tell you that I’m gone about fifty percent of the time. I rotate off of this 
team in a year and it will be six years. I’m getting off this team because I’m not seeing my kids grow up 
like I want to.” He started to tell me a few stories and I asked him, “Is it pretty common that when you 
get a sociopath, someone who has done damage, who has committed horrible atrocities, or crimes, or 
acts of insanity, that when you get them cornered that they want to kill themselves and take as many 
people with them as they can?” He said absolutely. He told me a story where they had this guy two 
weeks ago, you may have read about it, who killed a state trooper in Delaware90. He holed up in a house 
and these guys went in after him. What they did was that they sat back for three days lobbing stuff. He 
didn’t tell me what it was because he was using abbreviations. I took it to be teargas. I’ve seen that in 
the movies so maybe that’s what it was. I don’t know. He said they lobbed twenty seven thousand 
rounds of whatever. I asked why they didn’t just blow the house up and he said they didn’t know if there 
were women, or kids, or hostages. They tried to get in there with robots, which is pretty sweet. I 
watched Rogue One last week and I was thinking that we are there now. We are going after bad guys 
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with robots and it’s a good day. He said that after three days of this barrage of bullets, and snipers trying 
to get a shot at this guy, everything kind of calmed down. They sat around and took a coffee break. Isn’t 
that interesting? They sat behind an armored vehicle and were having coffee and doughnuts. I was like, 
“You can’t say that. You’re a policeman—you can’t say that.” He said, “Seriously, somebody brought 
Dunkin’ Doughnuts and we were so excited. Then, we heard a shot. One shot.” Everybody assumed the 
guy just killed himself. They got the robot and a drone was looking in a window and this guy was laying 
in there face down. He had some debris on him where they had blown up stuff in the house. So, they 
sent a few guys in to go try to make sure that everything was secure and when they did this guy was 
playing possum. Y’all know what playing possum is? That’s when you act like you are dead. This dude 
came out fighting. Fortunately, no one else was wounded and they were able to deal with the threat. 
But, he said it is interesting how often someone who has nothing else to live for just wants to inflict as 
much damage and pain on humanity as they can. 

What’s that rooted in? That’s evil. That’s evil in the hearts of humanity. That’s the way Satan 
operates. See, Satan, from the beginning of time knows what’s coming. So, what he is going to do as he 
is cast from Heaven is he is going to hit the Earth and take as many people as he can on a path of 
destruction. 

The best way to get an overview of who he is and how he works is to look at the nine different 
names that the Scripture uses to identify Satan. Without explaining each of these, I want to throw these 
at you because I think each name sort of helps us understand a little bit about who he is and what he is. 

First is The Accuser. Revelation 12:10. Many people listen to the accusations that Satan tells but 
we need to remember that in Christ we are forgiven and made new. A lot of people listen to accusations 
that Satan makes in their mind. They listen to voices like, “This is who you are. This is what you’ve 
done.” What we need to be reminded of is that in Christ we are separated from our sin and we are 
made new. We are identified by Christ. That’s why the Scripture will say, “In Christ…in Him.” That’s our 
identity. 

The next one is The Adversary. In 1 Peter 5:8, Satan is against us because he is against our Lord 
and Savior. He opposes us. 

Number three, he is The Destroyer. Revelation 9:11. He intends to destroy as much as possible. 
God is a Creator, Satan is a destroyer. He will use evil rulers, drugs, pornography, laziness, education, 
money, power, and any other thing he can manipulate to bring destruction. He will do it, and he loves to 
destroy marriages, and families, and homes. He loves to destroy hopes and dreams. And, most 
importantly, he loves to destroy people’s view of who God is. He loves to destroy our understanding of 
the Gospel. That’s why the world is so critically under this dark dominion that only the light of the 
Gospel can penetrate. He’s a destroyer. 

He’s The Deceiver in Revelation 12:9. He will lie and deceive as much as he can to bring as much 
destruction as possible. 

He is also The Father of Lies in John 8:44. This means that when he’s speaking, he’s lying. He will 
say some truth but he’s lying. When he’s speaking, he’s lying. 

He’s The Tempter in 1 Thessalonians 3:5. He is not capable of making me sin, but he is good at 
tempting me to sin. 

He’s A Murderer in John 8:44. 
He’s The Evil One in Matthew 13:19. The world is broken and evil abounds, and we see the 

effect of the evil one on societies. 
He’s The Enemy in Matthew 13:28. He is our sworn enemy and this tells us that we are at war. 

When you have a defined, sworn enemy then you are in a state of war. There is a spiritual war that is 
being waged that is comprised of battles day-to-day in our lives; battles for our mind, battles to fight for 
hope, battles to fight for a clear knowledge of who God is, a right understanding of who God is. We are 
at war. You can say you’re not at war and you can sit down and ignore it but that’s literally like a child 



hiding under the covers from the monster they think is going to get them. The monster is not real but if 
it was, the covers wouldn’t protect him. Saying we are not at war doesn’t make us not at war. But, 
staying in a heightened, aware state of mind is the way the Christian has to live. The Bible says it this 
way when Paul is writing to the Corinthians in 2 Corinthians 2:11—he says that we can be aware and 
alert to Satan’s schemes. 

Here is what we have. Satan is real—we don’t have a lot of time to dig into who and what, but 
that’s an overview. He is real but you can know his schemes. Here’s the thing—if you know the schemes 
of the enemy you are at war with, you are halfway there. When I was a kid, I used to watch GI Joe 
cartoons. They would say, “…and knowing is half the battle.” Knowing is half the battle but that’s only 
half of it. If I know Satan’s schemes, I’m halfway there. 

So, here’s the thing. Let’s say that you have a peewee soccer team. They are going to play 
against the World Cup soccer team. Their coach can know what the World Cup team is going to do but 
they can’t do anything about it because they don’t have the skill, the ability, or the weapons to combat 
it. So, knowing is only half the battle. We can be aware of Satan’s schemes but Paul will go on to say this 
to the Corinthians, the same group of people—“The weapons of your warfare are not of this world.” On 
the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We have divine power to demolish 
strongholds in our lives and in the world. We demolish every argument and pretention that raises itself 
up against the knowledge of Jesus Christ and we bring into captivity every thought to make it obedient 
to Jesus Christ. 

So, what Scripture tells us is that we have an enemy, we are at war, and we need to understand 
and recognize that he is real, and then we need to know his schemes, and then we get to know that our 
weapons are greater than his weapons. He is there with sticks and stones and we are there with nuclear 
warheads or whatever analogy works for you. We have everything we need to combat Satan. He is real 
but here is what I am convinced, as believers, is the greatest thing we can focus on—the war against our 
own flesh and our own sinful desires, because Paul will say that the flesh that we fight against is where 
our day-to-day battle lies. You can read about that in Romans 7. So, we recognize who he is, we 
recognize his schemes, we understand he is the enemy and we are at war, and we go to war with the 
Word of God. The Bible tells us in Ephesians 6 that the sword of the Spirit is the Word of God and that’s 
how we fight. 

Now, here’s what Satan cannot do. 
He can’t know everything. 
He can’t know the future. 
He can’t know your thoughts and read your mind. 
Let’s stop for a minute. Satan is not omniscient. God is. Does God know your thoughts? Yeah, 

You’re going to give an account for them. Scary. We had a conversation the other day where someone 
asked what if you could read people’s thoughts. I was like, “No, no. I wouldn’t want to do that.” First off, 
I don’t want people reading my mind but I don’t want to know what a lot of people are thinking a lot of 
times. That would be disturbing, wouldn’t it? God knows our thoughts—Satan does not. 

From a practical standpoint, we could say that Satan has been studying human behavior in every 
culture since the beginning of time, so he can study human behavior and I think he understands things 
and can do things to manipulate, and dictate, and tempt, and deceive, and trick, and do all these things 
that he’s capable of doing, but he doesn’t know your thoughts. That’s why the Scripture says we can 
take our thoughts captive. That’s why the Scripture says in 1 Corinthians 2:16 that if you are a Christian 
you have the mind of Christ. But here’s the distinction—if you are a believer, you are at war with Satan, 
but if you are an unbeliever, he is your father. He is your master. The Scripture says that he is the father 
of lies. Jesus, at one point, looks at a group of unbelievers and says, “You are just like your daddy. 
Satan’s your daddy.” So, we are either under his dominion as slaves and sons or we are at war with him 
as enemies under the leadership of Christ. 



Additionally, Satan cannot defeat Jesus or the Holy Spirit who is in us. This is why the Scripture 
says, “Greater is he that is in you than he who is in the world.” In Romans 8, the Bible says that we 
overwhelmingly conquer through Christ. 

Lastly, Satan cannot control any realm of creation that the Creator doesn’t allow and ordain him 
to. This one will make your head spin because the Scripture teaches that Satan cannot control anything. 
He doesn’t control weather patterns or control anything else in the created order that God doesn’t 
allow him or ordain that he control. He is on a leash and he is under command. For a time, God gives 
him reign in certain areas. There is no doubt about that. But the reality is that he is still under the 
authority and the dominion of King Jesus, and that should give us a lot of hope because Jesus is still King 
and He is still on the throne. He always has been. 

So, we get to verse 28 and something really interesting happens. The demons recognize Jesus 
for who He is. They make a Gospel declaration and they actually answer the questions that the disciples 
had asked earlier when they were in the boat. Back in verse 25, when they were afraid and they said, 
“Who is this man that commands even winds and water and they obey Him?” The demons answer that 
same question in verse 28. 

So, let’s set the stage. Jesus wakes up back in the boat story. He wakes up and calms the storm 
and they get over to where they are going. There are no days off for Jesus. He steps out of the boat and 
there is this guy. Did you see it? As He stepped out on land “there met Him a man from the city who had 
demons.” He didn’t have clothes on. He is scarred and tattered. We know that he was self-mutilating. He 
runs straight at Jesus and when he does, watch what happens. 

Verse 28, 
 

“When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud 
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?” 
 
He falls down before Jesus. Picture this scene. Demons on their face before Jesus—scared out of 

their minds. One of the greatest things you can do as a parent or grandparent is when your child is afraid 
of the dark, or afraid of a nightmare, or afraid of something that may be demonic…. Listen to me 
church—I believe with all of my heart that we are not getting into the heebie-jeebies world of séances, 
and Ouija boards, and thriller movies. We are talking reality and I believe that Satan preys on little 
children, and the elderly, and people who don’t have the mental capacity to comprehend things to 
enable them to fight back. So, as a mama and a daddy it’s important that you teach your kids the 
importance of Scripture from a young age and teach them how to use it; to have confidence, and clarity, 
and understanding that God loves them and that they dwell in a kingdom of light, not of darkness. And 
that Satan is under the foot of Jesus. He doesn’t have control or power over our lives. 

The demons are stretched out before Jesus. Satan does recognize Jesus and he knows exactly 
what Jesus is about and he is under the authority of Jesus. The demons in the story identify Jesus, in a 
sense answering the questions the disciples had asked earlier when they were in the boat. 

Now, here’s what we know about this demonized man. People couldn’t help him and people 
couldn’t stop him. So, what did they do? They gave up on him. They tried to help him but they couldn’t 
help him. They tried to stop him. It says that they bound him with shackles and chains but he would just 
break them. He had supernatural strength. He had a legion of demons. Some people say that a legion is 
six thousand soldiers—we don’t know but this man is under a lot of demonic control. What they have 
done, if you go back to what we said earlier, is that they have tried to address the mental issue, and 
they’ve tried to address the physical issue, but they have not yet touched on the spiritual issue, which is 
what Jesus is going to do. Jesus is going to address the spiritual need of the man. People have 
abandoned him but Jesus saves the man and completely changes him. Listen in verses 27 and 29 to the 
description of the man, 



 
“For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but 

among the tombs.” 
 
You’ve got to go study the tombs and what it was like in that region and in that part of the 

world. It was not like a normal cemetery today. At cemeteries today we mow, and we put out flowers, 
and we weedeat around the tombstones. This was not like that, okay? Then, in verse 29, 

 
“For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many a 

time it had seized him. He was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, 
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the desert.)” 
 
So, finally, they gave up and let him go. But Jesus gave him a new life and a new identity. Look at 

verse 35, 
 

“Then people went out to see what had happened, and they came to Jesus and 
found the man from whom the demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and 
in his right mind, and they were afraid.” 
 
They were afraid. It freaked them out. This man’s new identity freaked them out. Jesus gave him 

a new life and a new identity, and the hope is that there is nobody in your life and there is nobody in this 
church tonight who is beyond the hope that the Gospel provides. It will change you, save you, rescue 
you, redeem you, and give you a future. It will literally set you free from the bondage and dominion of 
sin. The Bible calls it decay. People are under the control of decay. We can have new life that’s eternal in 
Christ. 

Now, watch this. This is my favorite part. The dude wants to go with Jesus. 
 

“The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him, 
but Jesus sent him away.” 
 
He’s like, “Let me go with you. Can I be on your team? I want to go with you. Don’t leave me 

here.” Watch what Jesus does. Remember, this is an unreached people group of pagan idol worshippers 
and demon worshippers. Watch this. Verse 39, 

 
“’Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.’ And he 

went away, proclaiming.” 
 
What is the word ‘proclaiming’? Preaching, proclaiming, declaring. 
 

“Proclaiming throughout the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.” 
 
He’s the first missionary. This dude is a Gentile missionary who leaves the region of the Jews. 

The man wanted to join Jesus and instead he gets commissioned to take the Gospel to his people, and 
the man obeyed. This dude is completely coherent, and he’s saying things that make sense, and he is 
proclaiming Christ. I don’t know what happened, I’d love to know, but he goes about proclaiming and 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus. 

So, the disciples are starting to get the picture. This is my favorite part. I know I’ve said that this 
is my favorite part several times, but I just get excited about a lot of parts. So, the disciples say, “Who is 



this man? The winds and the waves obey Him.” Then the demons in this man fall down and say, “You are 
God! You are the Son of the Most High God.” The, the disciples are like, “Oh, yeah!” Question answered. 

Those of you who have been through this study with us—if not you can go back and read the 
first part of Luke. Here is what you will learn in the first chapter and chapter 4—what Luke is doing in 
this whole study is that he is revealing to us who Jesus is. That’s his whole goal. What Luke is doing 
through the ministry of Jesus is incrementally weaving this thing together so that Jesus is not just a 
flannelgraph hippie that you looked at in primary school VBS, but He is the God-man who is driving out 
demons, declaring creation to be silent before Him, healing people, and doing crazy stuff. And in chapter 
9 it is going to be revealed from God himself, “This is my Son! In Him I am well pleased!” at the 
Transfiguration. 

Watch this. They get in the boat and they go back—mission accomplished. They got a dude 
saved. Look, we need to see people get saved among the unreached, right? 

 
“Now when Jesus returned, the crowd welcomed him, for they were all waiting 

for him.” 
 
Everywhere Jesus goes this is how it works. A crowd is waiting for Him. He had no rest. 
 

“And there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And 
falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him to come to his house, 42 for he had an only 
daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying.” 
 
Let’s set this scene up. What a horrible scene. Here’s what we know about this guy, Jairus. He’s 

a local pastor and he loves his daughter dearly. He would do anything to save her life. He literally fell at 
Jesus’ feet getting through the crowd. Zach made a comment earlier tonight when we were in the 
pastors’ meeting. It’s interesting that everybody in this story ends up at the feet of Jesus, face down. 
This man has fought his way to the feet of Jesus. He has great faith and he is about to see Jesus for who 
He really is. So, Jesus is going to go with the man but then the story gets interrupted. This man is waiting 
while the story is being interrupted and his daughter is dying. It says that she is twelve and she is his 
only child. 

The thing that I cannot fathom is burying one of my children. I have five. I can’t fathom that. We 
have parents here who have done that. We lost two children to miscarriage and it was hard, but I can’t 
imagine burying my child. I have three daughters and one of them is almost twelve. Her name is Lailee. 
A lot of you know Lailee. I’m going to talk about her for a minute and she’s probably going to be mad at 
me. I’m crazy about Lailee and I try to put myself in this man’s place. What if that was my only child and 
it was just me and Lailee? But even if not, I know how I feel about her. Lailee is at this point in her 
educational career being homeschooled and my other kids go to school. What that means is that when 
everybody else is in bed at night Lailee doesn’t have to go to bed. She gets to sleep late, so we watch 
Andy Griffith. It’s the greatest show that has ever been put on television and there will never be an even 
close second place. I love spending time with Lailee and I love watching Andy Griffith with Lailee. We 
snuggle up and get real cozy and we watch Andy Griffith on Netflix. 

Lailee has a dog named Sally. Lailee’s middle name is Mae so I call the dog Sally Mae. Until this 
point in my life I have hated those little, yappy housedogs. Some of you are offended by that because 
you have little, yappy housedogs. That’s okay. Different strokes, man. I like big dogs that stay outside 
and defend your home from grizzly bears. But somebody gave Lailee a little dog, Sally Mae. I was 
tempted to name it Splinter because that’s the little rat’s name in Ninja Turtles and she looks just like 
him. But I love Sally. You know why? Because Lailee loves Sally. It’s the first lapdog I have ever let sit in 



my lap and it is so bad that Sally now likes me and comes to me for affection. Why? Because that’s 
Lailee’s dog. 

We go on daddy dates. We go sit at McDonald’s. When you live in Andrews you are pretty 
limited. It’s probably about the same in Robbinsville and Hayesville. Bryson City folks have a little more 
and Murphy is a boomtown. But we go get ice cream and we sit in the McDonald’s parking lot about 
nine-thirty or ten o’clock at night and we play the car game. The first car that comes by is mine and the 
next car that comes by is yours. We get excited about the good cars and we get really bummed over the 
bad cars. It’s just a game but it’s really fun because I’m playing with Lailee. 

So, I can’t imagine this man’s grief when he comes to Jesus, because his daughter is dying and 
he can do nothing about it. Mom, dad…imagine this. Imagine this! Some of you have lived it. Not only is 
your child dying but you can’t stop it. That’s the condition of this man’s life right now. Watch what 
happens in verse 43. It says that as Jesus went that people pressed in around Him. Verse 43,  

 
“And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 

and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could not be healed by anyone. 
44 She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her 
discharge of blood ceased. 45 And Jesus said, ‘Who was it that touched me?’ When all 
denied it, Peter said, ‘Master, the crowds surround you and are pressing in on you!’ 46 
But Jesus said, ‘Someone touched me, for I perceive that power has gone out from me.’ 
47 And when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling 
down before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him, 
and how she had been immediately healed. 48 And he said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith 
has made you well; go in peace.’” 
 
It’s a powerful story and here is what we learn from this lady. She’s been bleeding for twelve 

years. Here’s what that means. In the Jewish context that means she was unclean. For twelve years no 
one has touched her and she has not touched anyone. She has received no physical affection and she 
probably lives alone. Think of a leper or someone considered unclean. She has spent all of her resources 
and finances on doctors and physicians trying to get help. She’s desperate and now she is completely 
despairing because there is no hope for her. She is willing to do whatever it takes to get to Jesus. She is a 
life lived in complete desperation, loneliness, brokenness, and suffering; both physically and 
emotionally. She is a devastated human but watch this. Look what Jesus says to her in verse 48, 

 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace.” 

 
She had faith that Jesus was the only hope for her, which is what it takes for a person to come to 

salvation. To realize nothing can save me, nothing can fix me, nothing can heal me, nothing can cure me, 
nothing can deal with the condition of my heart and my mind—only Christ can. As He has calmed winds 
and silenced demons now, literally, without even addressing her, watch this—He empowers her faith so 
that when she touches His robe she is healed. Here is what we take away from that—faith, when it is 
acted on, empowers people. This is not Joel Osteen garbage, man. This is not prosperity gospel garbage. 
This is not health and wealth garbage. We don’t teach that. We teach the depravity and brokenness of 
man, and that hope is only through Christ, and that for the whole course of this life you may live in a 
pretty bad situation but God is preparing us for an eternal kingdom that will never end. He is going to 
get us there on His merit and the work of Jesus, not on ours. But let me tell you something; don’t miss 
the point that when we live by faith the Bible says, “The righteous shall live by faith.” It says that about 
five or six times if I’m not mistaken. Righteous people live by faith. We act in faith. We live by faith. We 
walk by faith. We can know a lot but we ultimately live by faith. Here is what Jesus is saying; when you 



act in faith God empowers that. He says to the woman, “It’s your faith that made you whole.” Jesus 
didn’t turn and touch her. Sometimes people think that some magical healing is coming out of Jesus’ 
clothes, like He is glowing as He walks through the city. No, God acts on this woman’s faith. When she 
touches Jesus – boom --- Jesus says, “That just made you well.” He uses her as an example to the 
disciples and everybody else that’s watching. 

Y’all, this should give us a ton of hope. If you call on the name of Jesus you will be saved. 
Whoever calls on the name of Jesus will be saved. For those of us who are in Christ, when we act in faith 
God empowers that. He gives us strength and power. 

So, verse 49, 
 

“While he was still speaking, someone from the ruler's house came and said, 
“Your daughter is dead; do not trouble the Teacher anymore.” 50 But Jesus on hearing 
this answered him, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well.” 
 
He connects fear and faith right there and puts it in the right context, as He has been doing 

throughout the story. 
 
Verse 51, 
 

“And when he came to the house, he allowed no one to enter with him, except 
Peter and John and James, and the father and mother of the child. 52 And all were 
weeping and mourning for her, but he said, “Do not weep, for she is not dead but 
sleeping.” 53 And they laughed at him,…” 
 
Don’t laugh at Jesus. 
 

“… knowing that she was dead. 54 But taking her by the hand he called, saying, 
“Child, arise.” 55 And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that 
something should be given her to eat.” 
 
I love that, man. Jesus is like, “I’ll bet she’s hungry. Being dead makes you hungry.” Her digestive 

system just fired back up and she’s twelve—y’all know what twelve year olds eat like. They eat a lot. Get 
this girl some food. She’s hungry. It’s like the humanity of Jesus is showing again. He tells them to get 
her something to eat. Food is good. “I brought her back to life so let’s fire those tastebuds up.”  

 
“55 And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And he directed that 

something should be given her to eat. 56 And her parents were amazed, but he charged 
them to tell no one what had happened.” 
 
What are we seeing at work here? The Gospel. Jesus has power over life and death. He has 

power over creation. That’s awesome. He has power over demons. That’s awesome. He has power over 
a woman’s twelve year disease that no physician in the world could cure. That’s awesome. But do you 
know what’s greater than that? Jesus has power over death, which is a direct result of sin, because He 
has power over sin, because He has come as one of us in a total human experience, and faced 
temptation from the tempter himself, and faced the suffering of humanity, and conquered it all by 
dying—and when He died He killed death. Jesus not only has power over storms, and demons, and 
human diseases, but He also has power over death. In fact, one day He will go to the grave himself just 
to declare it dead because He is the author and giver of life. 



In conclusion, in verse 56 what does He say? He tells them not to tell anyone what happened. 
Why would He do that? He told the man in the tombs to go tell everybody, so why does He tells these 
people not to? Here’s why. Listen up—this intrigues and interests some of you. Why would He say to the 
man in the tombs to go tell everybody and tell these people not to talk about it? We will often see this 
after physical healing, “Don’t tell anybody.” This is because Jesus’ first ministry is the teaching, and 
preaching, and proclamation of the Gospel, and His secondary ministry is the ministry of healing, and we 
can’t get those out of order. Because Christ came to declare himself as God. He came to set people 
spiritually free. He didn’t just come to heal and bind up physical wounds. He didn’t just come to give 
comfort, because one day that mama and that daddy died, and one day that little girl died. But the 
salvation that Jesus brings is eternal and it lasts forever. We see a secondary ministry of healing, and it’s 
powerful, but you know what? Some day some of you are going to face times in your life when you pray 
for healing and it doesn’t come. You are going to stand over the casket of someone you love deeply and 
dearly that you prayed for and the healing didn’t come. But you know what? Christ has eternal power 
over the result of sin, which is death. The wages of sin, which is death, He paid for at Calvary. He dealt 
with it in the grave and He left it dead when He was resurrected victorious and He now sits exalted and 
enthroned on high. He is our Lord, and our God, and our King, and He asks no one’s permission for who 
He saves or when He saves them, but all who call on His name will be saved. 

That’s the God we serve and the invitation tonight is this; when we stand to sing there are 
pastors down front who would love to help you understand what it is to be a Christian. Come talk to us. 
Jesus saves and He is revealing more and more of himself to us as we study through this book. We saw a 
powerful picture tonight through these stories. Let’s pray. 

 
God,	I	pray	that	as	we	walk	into	this	closing	time	of	worship	through	song	that	we	would	

understand	the	power	that	you	have	to	save	us,	the	power	that	you	have	over	all	of	creation	
because	you	are	the	Creator,	and	I	pray	that	we	would	understand	that	there	is	no	person,	no	
human,	no	condition,	no	spiritual	state	of	being	that	is	beyond	the	ability	that	you	have	to	make	
someone	righteous.	But	you	make	someone	righteous	based	on	your	merit	not	on	theirs.	

I	pray	for	people	tonight	who	are	dealing	with	mental	anguish,	anxiety,	or	depression.	God,	I	
pray	for	people	here	tonight	who	are	wrestling	with	the	result	and	consequences	of	their	own	
personal	sin.	God,	we	don’t	know	what	this	man’s	situation	was	but	I	know,	God,	I	know	that	
oftentimes	we	deal	with	junk	in	our	own	lives	that	we	have	brought	on	ourselves	because	we’ve	
been	disobedient.	God,	I	pray	tonight	that	you’d	…..	(Podcast	sound	cut	out	for	the	remainder	of	the	
prayer.)	

 
(Zach Mabry) 
 
This is the Gospel according to Luke. Our goal, in every passage of Scripture, is to look at this 

Gospel. We saw it tonight. This is the Gospel of Jesus. Many of you are thinking, “This was awesome. 
This was so great. Look at what Jesus has done. Look at the way He can heal and look at the power He 
has. You might be asking yourself, “How do we apply this?” I think it’s the last line of the song we just 
sang, “We live for you.” We’ve seen this through Luke as we’ve gone through it. The mark of discipleship 
is those who come, those who hear, and those obey. We have an amazing opportunity because we live 
in a world where Satan is real, and Satan is active, and we have the answer. The weapons that we have 
are so much more powerful than the weapons he has. We have the truth and we have the Gospel. 
That’s what we have. Also, in our own personal lives we need to respond the way these people did with 
Jesus. We even see demons fall down before Jesus. So, for us, like James said, “If demons believe and 
shudder,” what does our response need to be, especially not just to Jesus power but to that He saved 
us? That’s where we are at. 



I’m going to read our benediction tonight from Ephesians 3. We will read this and then we will 
go be the Church in Cherokee County and in Macon County. 

Ephesians 3:14, 
 

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth is named, 16 that according to the riches of his glory he may grant 
you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, according to the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
Have a good week, church.





May 21, 2017 
Luke 9: 1-17 
Rob Conti 

 
(The first few moments of the podcast did not record). 
I can’t hold this. I can’t do this. In my flesh, the tendency would be to back away from those 

responsibilities. On the other side, I see myself live out days where I act like I’ve got it. I think that I’m 
going through these steps, and I’m making decisions, and I’m interacting with people, but I’m not 
pursuing total dependency on Jesus. I’m living as if I’m in control and that I have the wisdom and the 
strength to do this. I think what Scripture would bring us back to is this humble, total dependence on the 
goodness, and the wisdom, and the power, and the faithfulness, and the truthfulness, and the promises 
of Jesus. I think that’s what our passage does for us tonight. I think it’s one of the big lessons that the 
Lord wanted his disciples, and us by extension, to get. 

So, Luke 9, and I’ll start in verse 1. The Word of God says this, 
 

“And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all 
demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God 
and to heal. 3 And he said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor 
bread, nor money; and do not have two tunics. 4 And whatever house you enter, stay 
there, and from there depart. 5 And wherever they do not receive you, when you leave 
that town shake off the dust from your feet as a testimony against them.’ 6 And they 
departed and went through the villages, preaching the gospel and healing everywhere.” 
 
To bring us up to speed, as Jesus is sending out His disciples, we remember that Jesus has been 

doing awesome stuff, right? He’s been raising people from the dead, He’s been healing people, He’s 
been rescuing the outcast—He’s been undoing the curse. He’s been undoing the effects of sin in this 
world. He’s ushering in this kingdom—what we’ve referred to as this upside-down kingdom. Jesus shows 
up and reads from Isaiah how the Spirit of the Lord is upon Him, and what He’s going to do is He is going 
to give sight to the blind, He’s going to free the oppressed and enslaved, He’s going to take the outcast 
and bring them close, and we see Jesus doing that. He’s proclaiming the Gospel and proclaiming the 
kingdom. He’s fleshing out these promises and prophesies about what kind of Messiah He would be. All 
along, Luke keeps dropping these questions. Really, it’s the same question over and over—“Who is He?” 
“Who does this?” “Who stands up and commands the sea to be quiet?” “Who raises people from the 
dead?” “Who teaches with such power and authority?” “Who does this?” All along, Luke just keeps 
revealing more and more about who Jesus is. 

Now, these men who have decided to follow Jesus—Jesus has called them out of their life and 
they are going to follow Jesus. They will become His disciples. They’ll one day become the Apostles. 
They’ve watched what Jesus has done and they have sat under His teaching that He is ushering in this 
kingdom, preaching repentance and the forgiveness of sin. Now, He sends them out. It’s kind of like an 
internship where Jesus is giving them a preview. Right now, He gives them a taste. It’s like He takes His 
power and authority and He gives it to them and they get a taste of what we know is going to come, 
right? We know that at the end of the Gospel that Jesus is going to tell them, “Hey, listen. All authority 
and power has been given to me and I’m giving it to you. You’re going to go tell everyone. You’re going 
to take this message of the kingdom to the nations, but wait—wait until you receive power from on 
high.” This power, that right now they are getting a taste of, this authority they are getting a glimpse of, 
is going to come and rest on the Apostles. They will have the power to heal, and to cast out demons, and 
to speak with authority the kingdom of God. They will call not just their fellow Jews to repentance but 
people from every tribe and every tongue. 



So, they get this glimpse of it and Jesus sends them out with this power and authority and He 
tells them, “Don’t take anything. Travel extra light. Take what you’re wearing and go. Don’t bring any 
extra money. Don’t bring any extra clothes. Whatever you have on, just go. What you need to do is 
depend on the hospitality of the towns and villages that you go into. If somebody receives you into their 
house just stay there.” 

I will go ahead and address this because I know that a good portion of our church has read 
ahead. Not only have you read ahead in Luke but these stories are in multiple Gospels and you have 
looked at those, and somebody, right now, all you are waiting for me to do is to relieve the tension that 
Mark, in his Gospel, tells us that Jesus tells the disciples that they can take a staff, whereas in Luke, Jesus 
says don’t take a staff. You are waiting for me to tell you how that makes sense…I don’t know. It seems 
like a contradiction and that there are discrepancies in the stories. We don’t know why. There are 
options that are available. Some people think that in Luke that Jesus is telling them to not bring a staff 
that they would use for self-defense and in Mark that He is telling them that they can bring a walking 
stick. Some people think He is saying that they can take one stick but not two. Some commentators just 
say that maybe some time in the future something will be unearthed and we will have a better 
understanding of what’s going on here. So, you pick because I don’t know. But let’s not miss the main 
point. It would seem like there’s tension but I don’t think there is. There are good options to choose 
from and the reality is that the point that Jesus is making for this specific task, at this time, is, “Don’t 
take anything with you. I want you to totally depend and rely on my power and my authority. So, go.” 
And He gives them this message to take, “Go preach the Gospel and its power to heal people. Cast out 
demons.” 

This must have been mind-blowing for these guys, right? To have watched Jesus do these 
amazing things and now they are doing these amazing things. We know it’s a glimpse of what they 
would spend the rest of their lives doing after the resurrection, after Jesus ascends to Heaven. The 
power of the Spirit does come on them and they spend the rest of their lives, and they give their lives, 
giving the message of the kingdom to people. 

So, He says to travel light. And I want to say this, as we come across passages of Scripture like 
this, I think it is easy sometimes to not get the full, Gospel picture and to think, okay, so is this how we 
are supposed to send out missionaries every time? Should we not supply our missionaries when they 
take the Gospel to places? Should we say that we are so glad they have sold everything, and that they 
are uprooting their lives and going overseas, just don’t take any extra underwear? Just trust in the Lord? 
No, because we know that in other places in Scripture, when Jesus sends out His disciples, it’s different. 
At other times, He tells them to make sure they take a purse. He asks them if they have everything they 
need. Sometimes He tells them to make sure they take a sword. He asks, “Do we have swords? Okay, we 
have two. That’s good.” We know that as a church that we should be involved in the sending and make 
sure they have what they need. This was a specific task and it seems like this was more in the lines of a 
short term trip. “Don’t take an extra tunic.” That was like an undergarment. He’s saying, “Don’t take an 
extra one. You’re not going to be gone that long.” I don’t know how often they changed but hopefully 
they weren’t gone for more than a week. They would be coming back. But they go out and they do these 
amazing things that they have seen Jesus do. 

I think for us, the lesson the disciples were to hang onto and that by extension we should hang 
onto, is that there are going to be differences. Not all of us are called to go out in the same exact way 
but we all have the same commission to take the Word of God, to take the message of the kingdom of 
God to everybody. We should do it in such a way that doesn’t put any expectations on the people we 
are ministering to. One of the reasons that commentators and scholars believe the reason Jesus told his 
disciples to travel so light was because there were people in that day who would go around and preach, 
and who had healing ministries, who spent half their time begging for money. Jesus is saying. “Let’s not 



confuse ourselves with those guys. Depend on me and you will have what you need. Go and preach, and 
minister to people, and you’ll have a place to lay your head and you will have food to eat.” 

We need to realize that the Apostles, these guys, were given unique power and authority. We 
see that play out in Acts. Whereas, as the Church is established in places and the Word of God goes into 
new cultures and new places, we see these powerful events, these miracles, take place. In fact, the 
writer of Hebrews addresses this in chapter 2. Talking about the Gospel of salvation, he says, 

 
“It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who 

heard, 4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by 
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.” 
 
Those who were the eyewitnesses, the first disciples, the Apostles—God bore witness to their 

message by miracles. That was the establishment of the Church. But then, as the Church was 
established, it was built on Christ as the cornerstone and the Apostles as the foundation, but now, as the 
Church is built upon that, the Church itself becomes the witness to the validity of the Gospel. How so? 
By transformed lives. As lives are radically transformed by the Gospel—remember earlier in Luke where 
it says, “Wisdom is known by her children”? They are the transformed lives of those who come in 
contact with Jesus, with the good news of the Gospel, with the kingdom of God. Lives are changed, so 
much so that we still have a ministry, not just of word but of deeds. For the Church today, for us, for Red 
Oak, we don’t have a healing ministry. We pray, and we pray believing that God would heal people of 
sicknesses and of diseases, but we still have a ministry of deeds. We should still see the Gospel the way 
that Jesus proclaimed it and take it to the poor, take it those who are hurting, who are outcast, and we 
should still have a ministry to say that we need to meet people’s physical, material, temporary needs, 
and we should do that sacrificially. We should minister to them not expecting anything back. We 
shouldn’t do it for what we can get out of it but for what we are able to give. We may not be able to give 
them a lot of silver or gold but what we can give them is Jesus. One of the ways that we do that is by 
fleshing it out in love and service by meeting their needs. 

We see Jesus send them out in power and authority to go into places to take the Gospel. I hear 
this and I feel this, and I think, “I know the Gospel. I know that Jesus is going to keep drawing me back to 
this place where I’ll be reminded that I need to totally depend on Him for the wisdom and the ability to 
take the Gospel to people. Just tell people about Jesus.” Sometimes, we allow our fear and our 
insecurities, this feeling of unworthiness, to so cloud our mind and our judgment that we think, “I can’t 
share the Gospel with people. I don’t know how to open that conversation. I don’t want to offend 
them.” Sometimes, it seems like we are more concerned about offending everybody other than God. 
Again, other times, in my self-sufficiency, it’s not even on my radar. 

Jesus tells them, “Go in and if they receive you stay there, preach the Gospel, hang out in that 
house, and then move on.” He tells them, “Stay until you leave.” Then, He says, “If they don’t receive 
you, shake the dust off your feet as you leave, as a testimony against them.” For us, I think it’s a weird 
picture. We know how it’s used when people say, “Shake the dust off your feet.” Have you ever done 
this? 

Recently, sometime in the last couple of weeks, John Irvin and I got to share the Gospel with a 
guy and at the end of it we did not take off our shoes and clop them in his face. We didn’t do that. 
Right? He didn’t believe and He didn’t receive the Gospel. But what is Jesus saying here? We need to 
know the context, right? The context is that in their tradition and in rabbinic teaching, when you 
traveled through Gentile lands, when you got back to Palestine and before you crossed over, a good Jew 
should kick off his sandals and knock the dust off of them because he had been somewhat and 
somehow defiled by the place where Gentiles lived. It was a picture of their disdain for the Gentiles, the 
ungodly, the pagans. So, the context here is what Jesus has been preaching in Galilee. In fact, this 



chapter begins to wrap up Jesus’ ministry in Galilee. At the end of chapter 9, most likely in the next two 
weeks, we will see that Jesus begins to set His face toward Jerusalem. But He has spent the better part 
of a year or more in Galilee preaching, and teaching, and healing people, and performing miracles. Now, 
He sends His disciples out in this last push, this blitz to get the Gospel to these two-hundred-something 
villages and towns all around that are densely populated because this was a great place for people to 
live. There was plenty of fishing and places to work and they were able to live and be sustained there. 
Jesus has this last push and He’s saying, “Listen, if they reject the Gospel….” This wasn’t a first hearing of 
the Gospel. They had heard Jesus and they knew about Jesus. He’s saying, “If they don’t receive you, if 
they don’t want any part of it, knock the dust off your feet,” in a sign to say, “This is judgment. All that 
remains for you is an expectation of judgment.” He’s saying, “You guys are like Gentiles. You are cutting 
yourself off from Yahweh, from Jesus, from the only hope. You’re cutting yourself off from the kingdom 
of God in your unbelief.” Listen, this is an act of mercy. This is grace. That’s what warnings are. He’s 
saying, “When you leave that town, knock the dust off your feet in a warning. Graciously give them a 
warning.” Warnings are good. 

That conversation John and I had was crazy. John called me and some of you probably saw that 
his truck was broken into and his laptop was stolen. It was frustrating because most of what he had on 
there was personal stuff and pictures of his kid. He had told me about that and he called me and said, 
“There’s really nothing that can be done but the guy is still in town. In fact, I’ve gotten word that he’s 
headed to this certain establishment right now.” So, before we finished that conversation I was in my 
truck driving to that establishment. I was like, “I’m headed there right now.” I’d love to tell you that I 
had the best intentions but I really had only one goal. I was going to get that laptop back, right? So, we 
drove over there and I’ll be honest with you, I was mad. I was mad. We were driving there and these 
scenes were playing out in my mind. So, I got there before John and I saw the guy who I was pretty sure 
was the guy we were looking for. But as I was looking at him, he went from being a thief, and the guy 
who stole my friend’s computer, and he turned into an eternal soul. I looked at this guy who was 
probably in his early twenties, about the same age as the summer staff who was getting ready to roll 
into Snowbird at this point, people who were going to come and serve at Snowbird Outfitters to tell 
students week after week about Jesus, and I saw that this guy was clearly homeless. He was clearly on 
drugs. And all of a sudden it was different. It was awesome because when John drove up he said that on 
the drive over he had the same thing happen. He was like it wasn’t about the laptop. 

So, I know that this guy had to be intimidated (pause for laughter). We walked over to him and 
we said, “Hey, man, do you know anything about a laptop?” We got into this conversation and it was 
clear that he was guilty. But somewhere in there we said, “Man, listen. This isn’t about the laptop. Sit 
down,” and we just started talking to him about Jesus. It was awesome. I sat there and listened to John 
plead with him, and tell him who Jesus is, and tell him about the kingdom of God that has come, where 
he doesn’t have to live like this. He doesn’t have to live like this. He doesn’t have to try to figure out 
religion. This guy talked about the four laws that he tries to hold onto and how he’s really interested in 
Buddhism. But John kept bringing him back to, “But Jesus! You need Jesus! This is who your God is.” 
Every time Jesus came up this guy became more and more uncomfortable, and he would change the 
subject, and he would play on his phone. He would talk about how bad his life was going and about all 
the pain in his life. And I stopped him and I said, “Listen, man. We are about to go but I want you to see 
something. I want you to see this. The pain in your life and the bad things in your life, you can turn and 
be angry at God or you can see that God is allowing pain, and suffering, and here is what He’s saying to 
you—‘Warning! Warning!’—You are rejecting the only hope that you have. Next time you lay beaten up 
in a ditch or next time you are on the run because you stole something, I want you to hear my voice 
saying, ‘Warning! Warning!’ That is God’s grace. Because if you will see it as a warning maybe you would 
look to the hope of the Gospel, that there is one God and He entered into this world to undo sin and the 
curse. He came to seek and to save the lost.” We kept our shoes on but we warned him. 



So, the disciples went out and they had this awesome experience and then the Scripture gives us 
this little interlude with Herod. Did you see this? Verse 7, 

 
“Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was happening, and he was 

perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from the dead, 8 by 
some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the prophets of old had risen. 9 
Herod said, “John I beheaded, but who is this about whom I hear such things?” And he 
sought to see him.” 
 
Luke doesn’t go into it very much but we know that at this point in time that John had been 

arrested by Herod because Herod had married his sister-in-law, Herodias, and brought her and her 
daughter over. He arrested John because John was preaching against their relationship as being 
immoral. But Herod didn’t want to kill John, in fact, it says that he was amazed by John’s teaching so he 
“heard him gladly,” but without repentance, without change. The only reason he killed John, if you are 
familiar with the story, is that in his lust for his stepdaughter-niece, she dances for him at this party and 
he makes this rash promise that he will give her a gift of up to half his kingdom. Then she says, “What I 
want is the head of John the Baptist.” It says this saddened Herod but because of the oath he performed 
it and John was killed. They brought in John’s head on a platter to Herodias. 

But now, all of a sudden, this new name is being spread. Herod is hearing about Jesus doing 
even more than what John did. News must now seem like it is coming from everywhere as the disciples 
split up throughout Galilee and are preaching the Gospel and performing miracles. Herod asks, “Who is 
this?” The other Gospel writers tell us that even in his own mind he is wondering if this is John, back 
from the dead. He is perplexed, he’s confused, and it says that he wants to hear Jesus. Unless we get the 
wrong picture—because it would be awesome to think that he wanted to hear the Gospel, right? That 
he would want to see Jesus. That there was conviction working on his heart.—There just seems to be 
this curious desire for the miracles. Even up to the end, at the end of the Gospel, when Jesus is arrested 
and he is brought before Herod, Herod gets excited. Luke tells us that it’s because he wanted to see the 
show, and when Jesus wouldn’t perform for him, he mocked Him, and beat Him, and sent Him away. 
Luke tells us this part of the story because of what Herod had said, “Who is this? Who is this man?” 
Luke, again, wants us to ask this question, “Who is Jesus? What does it mean that Jesus is bringing in the 
kingdom? What does it mean that He’s the Messiah?” So, Luke asks us that question again, “Who is 
He?” 

Then, he tells this story that’s so familiar to us. It’s the only miracle aside from the resurrection 
that is in all four Gospels. More than that, it’s in every storybook Bible you’ve ever picked up, right? 
Every children’s Bible has this story. So, it’s so familiar that we need to make sure that we see it through 
the lens that Luke wants us to see it through. You know, oftentimes, it is such a good tool to have all the 
Gospels tell the same story but each tells it a little differently. You’ve noticed that, right? It’s always a 
little different and it’s great because when you read them together you can kind of piece them together 
and get the fuller picture of what historically happened. It’s not that one Gospel writer remembered 
something different or forgot part of it. Luke says about his writing that he wanted to write an orderly 
account. It’s not so much as a historian as it is as an evangelist. He says, “I want to tell you this story of 
Jesus. I want to tell you who Jesus is.” Even the way that he frames the stories of Jesus’ life and ministry 
are to make a point. 

So, he starts telling us this story, and listen—it’s not that little boys should share their lunch. 
Right? That’s not the point of the story. You know what’s crazy? People take this story and they say that 
here’s the miracle in the story of the feeding of the five thousand—which is five thousand men. One of 
the Gospel writers says it’s five thousand men besides women, so there’s probably an equal amount of 
women, which means ten thousand, and they each probably had a couple of kids. It is conservative to 



think that what happens here involves twenty to twenty five thousand people. But people take this story 
and say, “All these people are there and there’s not enough food, and this little boy sees the need and 
he opens up his lunch pail.” In the pictures, somehow he has stuffed five loaves of French bread and two 
whole tunas in there. Who is his mom? He looks around at twenty thousand people and he thinks, “I’ll 
share with them.” Miracle…it so moves everybody’s heart that they all take out their lunches that they 
were keeping back and they all share, and when all the sharing has happened…. Is that how it went 
down? No! No. People take the miracles of Scripture and try to explain them away. But even for us, the 
danger is that we take the Veggie Tale route and just moralize the story into it just being about sharing. 
It’s not about the little boy. It’s not about the fish and the bread. It’s about Jesus! Jesus is putting 
himself center stage. 

So, the scene is that the disciples come back to Jesus and they are going to report everything 
that’s happened and tell their awesome stories but they are crowded in with everyone else. Everyone is 
trying to get to Jesus so it’s Jesus’ idea that they pull away. They get in the boat because Jesus is like, 
“You guys need some rest and we need to eat.” Mark tells us that they hadn’t even had a chance to sit 
down and have a meal. They had just gotten back and Jesus is like, “Let’s jump in the boat and we are 
going to go over to Bethsaida. When we get there, I know the spot, and we will be off by ourselves, and 
we will be able to hang out, have a meal, and you guys can tell me about your trip.” But the crowds see 
them going and it says that people basically start running. They outrun them to get to Bethsaida. Let me 
read it to you. Verse 10, 

 
“On their return the apostles told him all that they had done. And he took them 

and withdrew apart to a town called Bethsaida. 11 When the crowds learned it, they 
followed him, and he welcomed them and spoke to them of the kingdom of God and 
cured those who had need of healing. 12 Now the day began to wear away, and the 
twelve came and said to him, ‘Send the crowd away to go into the surrounding villages 
and countryside to find lodging and get provisions, for we are here in a desolate place.’ 13 
But he said to them, ‘You give them something to eat.’ They said, ‘We have no more 
than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.’ 14 
For there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, ‘Have them sit 
down in groups of about fifty each.’ 15 And they did so, and had them all sit down. 16 And 
taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a blessing over 
them. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17 
And they all ate and were satisfied. And what was left over was picked up, twelve 
baskets of broken pieces.” 
 
So, again, I want to take away the storybook Bible picture in our minds. In the storybook Bibles 

we have happy families being well fed in a comfortable place, right? French bread and tuna. That’s not 
what was going on. In fact, it would seem like tension was probably pretty high. Remember, what just 
happened? John the Baptist had just been killed. This is in Herod’s region of authority, under Roman 
authority, and the Jews are an oppressed people. John was this ray of hope, right? “Repent, for the 
kingdom of God is coming.” The kingdom of God, for them, meant, “We will be liberated. The Messiah is 
coming. Our king is coming to free us from oppression.” Then, Jesus came and was preaching the 
kingdom of God. The disciples are preaching the kingdom of God, the poor will be cared for, the blind 
are getting their sight back, Jesus is performing miracles. This has to be Him. What is in their mind and 
their heart is not a picnic—it’s an uprising. They think that this is the man that they are going to get 
behind and He is going to lead them against Rome and against Herod. They are out there and Jesus just 
begins to preach. 



It’s awesome. I’m sure the disciples are exhausted. They’d just gotten back, they are excited, 
their hearts are full, and they want to tell Jesus what they did. Y’all know that when you do anything 
awesome, like you get back from a good hunting trip, you want to tell everybody the story. We know 
what it’s like, right? I know what it’s like to spend days at a time laboring the Gospel to people. 
Proclaiming the Gospel and trying to meet people’s needs. Staying up and having late conversations. 
Dealing with hurting people. These guys come back and they are tired, and they are probably so happy 
when Jesus said, “Let’s get in the boat and go.” They are like, “Absolutely. Right now, the last thing I 
want to be around is humans.” They get in the boat and then they see it. They see the crowd jogging 
along the shore. I’m sure they cut looks at each other like, “You’ve got to be kidding me. Let’s push back 
out and keep going on. They mustn’t need healing too badly, they’re running for miles.” But Luke says 
that Jesus welcomes them. And Mark tells us that He sees the people and has compassion on them 
because they are like sheep without a shepherd. We know that Jesus is the Good Shepherd. That’s why 
we read Psalm 23. Jesus is a Good Shepherd. Our God is a Good Shepherd. But did you know this, in the 
Bible, God uses a shepherd as a picture of kingship. Jesus looks out and He sees that His people are 
oppressed because they don’t have a king to provide for them, to protect them, to lead them. He looks 
out and He has compassion on them and Jesus begins to preach His kingdom. He does what He does—
He preaches. 

But His disciples, whether they’re annoyed, or frustrated, they just want the people to go. They 
are like, “It’s getting late. We don’t have any food.” If you read the Gospel accounts it seems like the 
disciples are telling Jesus what to do—that’s always bad. It seems like they even get sarcastic with Him 
about how much it would cost. And Jesus says to them, “You give them something to eat.” You give 
them something to eat. And their response is, “It’s impossible. We can’t do this. We can’t give them 
something to eat. We don’t have enough money. We don’t have enough time. All we’ve got are these 
five loaves and two fish.” We say ‘loaves’ but it was probably like a little biscuit—what we’d call a 
cracker—and probably some dried or salted fish. Just a handful of food—one boy’s meal. 

How quickly we forget, right? How quickly we forget. I say ‘we’—but the disciples have just been 
healing people with the power and the authority of Jesus. They were casting out demons in the power 
and the authority of Jesus. Not that long ago, Jesus raised somebody from the dead. John’s Gospel tells 
us that He said this to test them, to teach them this lesson; they are inadequate. They can’t do it. They 
can’t feed these people but Jesus told them to do it. They can’t satisfy their hunger but Jesus told them 
to do it. He said, “You give them something to eat.”  

So, Jesus performs this miracle. He told them to have the people sit down in groups of fifty and 
He tells the disciples to bring Him the baskets. It says that He starts giving food to them. The language 
that is used is that He just keeps giving it to them. Do you see this picture? There are twenty-thousand-
something people sitting in the grass in groups of a hundred or a hundred fifty. They were just counting 
the men when they said fifty. They are sitting there and the disciples come up with their baskets. Jesus 
has five crackers and some fish, and in His hands Jesus just keeps giving, and giving, and giving. And He 
fills up Peter’s basket and Peter walks to the first group and gives them food. Then John is standing 
there, and they are all watching as five crackers and two pieces of fish become a basketful of food again, 
and they go hand it out to the next group, and the next group, and the next group. Who knows how long 
this took and how many round trips they made? We know that when we do the Lord’s Supper here that 
sometimes it takes a long time. How long were they sitting there watching this? 

I’ve tried to imagine the disciples’ reactions. At first it was just shock. Some of them probably 
started laughing because this was immediately overwhelming. Some of them may have been weeping in 
brokenness because they realized, “I missed it. Again, I swung to my own insecurities. Again, I went on in 
my own insufficiencies. I thought, ‘We just need to let them go and get their own food.” They forgot, “I 
need to live right here in the power and the authority of Jesus. I need to humbly remember that I am 
insignificant. I am inadequate. I bring nothing to the table here.” Jesus didn’t need the crackers and the 



tuna. Jesus didn’t need the disciples to go hand it out. Jesus is allowing this. Listen to me—He sends 
them out to take the Gospel and here’s the picture—you and I have the Gospel to take to people. 
People have a hunger and a thirst that you and I cannot satisfy but Jesus calls us to take to them the 
kingdom of God. We don’t do it in our power and our wisdom. We do it in obedience, trusting in the 
power and the authority of Jesus that Jesus can satisfy their needs, that Jesus can fill that longing. They 
looked and the baskets just kept filling up until everyone had eaten and everyone was satisfied. They 
took it up and they each had their own basket to look at the provision, and the goodness, and the 
faithfulness of Jesus, tangible right in front of them. It satisfies their own hunger. We forget so easily the 
goodness of the Lord and His faithfulness. 

When you share the Gospel with somebody it builds a hunger to do it again, right? The next day, 
my neighbor was standing out in his yard and I pulled up in his driveway. I said, “How’s it going?” and I 
shared the Gospel with him. Why? Because I remembered. It was fresh in my mind that when you get 
out of your own way, and you get your eyes off of your own insecurities, and you quit making excuses 
for why you can’t share the Gospel and start looking for opportunities to just obey, and take the Gospel 
believing that Jesus has the power to satisfy their souls, it builds an excitement. Jesus does this. He is 
faithful. We need to remember. 

I think, for us, there is huge application. Look to Jesus and humbly live our lives. Look to the 
faithfulness of Jesus. The command hasn’t changed. We don’t come to church and get a new command. 
We have the same command week, after week, after week. We are to love one another, serve one 
another, and then go out and meet people’s needs and take them the kingdom of God. Speak the 
Gospel to people. 

Because Jesus is awesome, He is doing more than just that. He’s setting up this huge truth. In 
John and John records them getting it. The people eat and they realize that this miracle has happened. 
Jesus made food out of nothing. Word is spreading through the crowd from those who had seen what 
was happening to those who had no idea. All of a sudden there was this food. They said, “He took five 
pieces of bread and two fish, and look.” Where did this come from? A Sysco truck did not pull up. All of a 
sudden there was food for everybody. They get it. They say, “This is the prophet. This is the Messiah.” 
What are they saying? They are quoting Moses when Moses said in Deuteronomy 18, 

 
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 

your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—… I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to 
them all that I command him.” 
 
Moses told them, “God is going to raise somebody up like me. Listen to Him.” The Gospel sets 

this up beautifully. Jesus is the Great Prophet—greater than Moses. Because, unlike Moses, He didn’t 
tell them that manna was going to fall from Heaven and you will eat in the wilderness. Jesus is the one 
with His own hands providing and creating the sustenance they need to live. We know this and, spoiler 
alert, in the Transfiguration, which we will learn from next week or the week after, Moses is there with 
Jesus and they are talking with Jesus about the exodus that Jesus will lead. Not an exodus from Roman 
oppression; an exodus from sin, and the dominion and the power of Satan, and from death and 
damnation. That’s the exodus Jesus is going to lead. And He’s showing it. He’s saying, “I am the One that 
Moses talked about.” Who is Jesus? He’s our God. He’s the one who can bring food out of nothing and 
provide for us all of our needs. He can satisfy our deepest hungers and longings. He’s the Messiah. He’s 
the Christ. He’s the Anointed One. He’s the King of Kings. He’s our great Provider. 

I’ll say this. We are almost done. We swing to these extremes, right? Imagine for a minute, think 
through your life, what it would be like not having Jesus. I just want you to think about it. Imagine your 
days not having Jesus. Not having the assurance of His forgiveness. Not having His Word as a lamp unto 



your feet. Not having His Spirit to convict of sin and to comfort you. Not knowing where death would 
usher you. Those who are without hope. Imagine what your life would be like without trusting and 
knowing the goodness and the faithfulness of Jesus. I don’t know how people live, right? Do you ever 
stand in awe of lost people? I do, man. How do you live without Jesus? How do you face the morning 
without Jesus? What if we didn’t have His mercy and grace new every morning? What if we couldn’t go 
boldly to the throne to receive it day, after day, after day? What if we didn’t have that? But we do. Don’t 
get depressed. We do. We have it. Remember we have it. That’s the point, right? Remember, Jesus has 
called us to do impossible things, heavy things, weighty things. He’s not called us to comfort. He’s not 
called us to easy living. He’s called us to take the Gospel to people, to love people with the Gospel, to 
live sacrificially to meet other people’s needs in and outside of the Church. It’s hard but we have 
everything we need. Our Great Provider, Jesus, gives us everything we need, we just need to live right 
there in the balance, humbly looking to His faithfulness, and His power, and speak the Gospel on His 
authority, not ours. Meet people’s needs out of His abundance, not what I have to offer. 

In John’s Gospel, after the feeding of the five thousand, these guys come out and they are 
hunting Jesus down. Jesus says to them, “You aren’t here because of the sign; you are here because you 
want to eat again.” Jesus says this to them, 

 
“’Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but 

because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for 
the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him 
God the Father has set his seal.’ 28 Then they said to him, ‘What must we do, to be doing 
the works of God?’ 29 Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in 
him whom he has sent.’”91 
 
This is the real food. This is the real Bread that came down from Heaven—Jesus. He says “trust 

and believe.” 
Herod got excited when he heard about Jesus. He wanted to see Him but it was just this idle 

curiosity. It’s such a sad story right here. He had heard John preach and he had heard about Jesus. He 
got to meet Jesus. He gladly heard about the kingdom of God. Then—no repentance and no faith. No 
conviction. What a dangerous place to be, to be okay with Jesus. To be okay with the Gospel. Jesus is 
saying that the real food is, “Believe in me, trust in me, and submit to me.” 

If you are not a believer, if you are not a Christian, the application for you is clear—that you 
would believe in Jesus. Trust in Jesus who did, ultimately, give His flesh and give His blood as a sacrifice 
for our sin. He did lead an exodus to deliver us from the power and the dominion of sin. He laid down 
His life. 

For the Church, for us, as Christians, I ask myself these questions a lot. It really goes back to 
when J. Taliaferro was here and he talked about how, for the IMB, that in order for you to go they want 
to hear that you are sharing the Gospel like three times a week and that every six months that you are 
leading someone to Jesus. When I first heard that, my flesh was like, “You can’t put a quota on that.” 
But then the Spirit of God brought conviction. One, why wouldn’t I share the Gospel more days than I 
don’t and why wouldn’t I trust in the power of Jesus to save people who hear the Gospel? So, I ask 
myself these questions. This is just for me, but then you ask yourself because you should. Am I looking 
for reasons, do I orient my life, do I set my life up in such a way that there are built-in excuses as to why 
I am not sharing the Gospel? Is there always a reason that I don’t show up when there is going to be an 
event where there are going to be people to share the Gospel with? Do I always find something to be 
busy with or some urgency to why I don’t engage this person with the Gospel? Or, like Jesus, even 

                                                             
91 John 6:26-29 



though it’s not convenient, even though I’m tired, even though I have so much else going on, do I 
welcome them with compassion, because these are people who don’t have a shepherd and these are 
people who don’t have a king? Do I set my life up to look for opportunities to share the Gospel? If you 
are wondering if I have somebody in mind—yeah, me. I need to ask myself these questions.  

Guilt and shame aren’t a good motivator, not for long, right? That’s not the point. Examining 
yourself is not to beat yourself up and to find fault with yourself. I don’t ask myself these questions so I 
just feel bad about me. I ask them to remind myself that yes, I’m inadequate. I don’t even have five 
loaves and two fish to bring to the party. But what I have is the trust and the faith to remember that 
Jesus is good, Jesus is faithful, Jesus is powerful. If I would just submit and surrender myself and 
whatever I have to give so that He can multiply it. Is that a cheesy application? No, it’s biblical. I 
surrender my life into the hands of Jesus and watch Him multiply it. 

Pray with me. 
Lord,	God,	I	love	you.	Thank	you	for	your	Word.	Thank	you	for	the	Gospel.	I	thank	you	for	

these	stories	to	remind	us	of	our	dependency	upon	you.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	truly	become	a	
church	that	looks	for	the	lost,	and	the	hurting,	and	the	poor,	and	the	outcast,	and	that	we	would	be	a	
church	where	we	go	out	of	our	way	to	get	them	the	Gospel;	to	meet	needs	and	to	minister	to	their	
hearts	and	their	minds	with	the	truth	of	your	Word.	I	pray	that	I	would	be	faithful.	I	pray	that	you	
would	be	pleased	with	our	church,	God,	and	that	you	would	use	us	for	your	glory,	and	that	we	
would	send	out	missionaries	to	take	the	Gospel	to	places	that	don’t	have	it.	I	pray	that	we	would	live	
our	lives	in	dependency	on	your	Spirit	and	that	we	would	see	you	do	awesome	things.	God,	I	thank	
you	for	our	church.	I	thank	you	that	I	have	opportunities	to	sit	with	members	of	this	church	and	
hear	them	proclaim	your	name	to	people	who	need	it.	Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	give	us	
opportunities.	I	pray	for	our	church,	that	you	would	give	us	opportunities	this	week	to	share	the	
Gospel	and	that	we	would	see	people	baptized,	and	join	our	church,	and	become	disciple	makers,	
because	of	the	work	that	you	are	doing	in	our	hearts	and	our	minds	right	now	for	your	glory.	I	pray	
this	in	Christ’s	name,	Amen.
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Turn if you would to Luke 9. It’s good to have everybody here. If you are visiting we want to 

welcome you. If you are dropping your kids off for the summer we will take good care of them and teach 
them about Jesus. We will make them work real hard. All the things that will be answers to your prayers. 
So, continue to pray for us. 

We enter into a section of the story tonight that is a continued revelation of Jesus. As you go 
through the Book of Luke, from the very beginning what is clear and evident to us is that Luke intends to 
write a Gospel that reveals the full person and revelation of who Jesus is. As we are going through this 
study, this revelation keeps building and we keep seeing different aspects of the person and the work of 
Jesus. We see aspects of His deity, we see aspects of His humanity, and see Christ in a lot of different 
ways, in a lot of different situations, and in a lot of different stories. 

We said in the beginning that Luke was going to be a book of stories, where we see story, after 
story, after story unfold and woven together with the thread of the Gospel. All this is tied together 
around the person and work of Jesus. So, as He is healing people, and doing miracles, and performing 
just incredible things, He is doing so to reveal to us that He is the God-man. So, tonight all of that comes 
to a head as we get into what is known as the Transfiguration. We are going to see the full glory of God 
revealed in Christ Jesus. So, let’s read our text beginning in Luke 9:18. 

 
“Now it happened that as he was praying alone, the disciples were with him. 

And he asked them, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ 19 And they answered, ‘John the 
Baptist. But others say, Elijah, and others, that one of the prophets of old has risen.’ 20 
Then he said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ And Peter answered, ‘The Christ of 
God.’” 
 
So Luke opens up with this dialogue, this conversation that’s going on between Jesus and His 

disciples, and in that dialogue you have a conversation that looks a lot like conversations might look 
today around the discussion of who Jesus is. Have you ever had a family member, a lost friend, someone 
you work with, someone who completely rejects the Gospel and completely rejects the authority of 
Christ, and you have a conversation with them, and you say something like, “Well, who do you think 
Jesus is?” or “What do you think about Jesus?” 

I had a conversation with a man last week, a stranger. I didn’t have a lot of time and it was a fast 
conversation. We crossed paths in a public place and he asked me for gas. So, I was going to put some 
gas in his car and I basically asked him this question, “Who do you say that Jesus is? What do you know 
of Christ?” It’s always interesting the answers that you get. Some people will say things like, “He was a 
good man. He was a good person. He did a lot of really good things.” When we really study who Christ 
was as a human there are a lot of admirable features and characteristics that even people who don’t put 
their faith and trust in Jesus can admire and respect. Gandhi said that every day he would read the 
Sermon on the Mount because he was so enthralled by the person and work of Jesus. So, people tend to 
be very captivated by who Jesus is. That’s why one of the things that is good for us to be able to push 
people toward are even cursory readings of the Gospels. When you are talking to lost people, when you 
are talking to unbelievers, when you are talking to people who reject the Gospel, one of the things you 
want to do is say, “Have you considered Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John? Or the Gospel of John? Or the 
Gospel of Luke?” We try to encourage people to read about Christ because what the Bible reveals to us 
is that Jesus is more than a good person, He’s more than a good man, and He’s more than a great 
teacher. He’s God. 



So, when Jesus asked the disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” they actually gave three 
answers. The first two answers are very much in keeping with Old Testament prophecy. What they are 
doing is they are comparing Him to the forerunner of the Messiah. We know that John the Baptist was 
the forerunner of the Messiah. Right? If you read your Bible, and you’ve not followed along in this study 
of Luke with us, if you go back and you read through the story of Luke, you are going to be introduced to 
this guy named John the Baptist. Now, watch this. John the Baptist was thought by many to be a 
reincarnation of an Old Testament prophet named Elijah who lived 900 years before Jesus. So, 900 years 
before Jesus there was this man named Elijah and he was a kind of wild man who lived in the mountains, 
who lived in the wilderness, who ate bugs, and the birds fed him. He camped out by creeks and rivers 
and he would kind of ride into town and blast at the pagan king who had turned away from God and 
then ride back into the wilderness and hide. He’s kind of like Robin Hood. He’s on God’s mission to bring 
down this pagan ideology in the kingdom of God—pagan meaning worldly. 

God has established how people are supposed to live and people have turned away from that in 
the Israelite nation. In fact, they have a king who has turned away from that and they have a queen who 
has turned away from that. This guy Elijah comes along and he is an absolute wild man. He’s a fiery 
preacher who is most famous for this showdown that he has with the prophets of a pagan god. A 
prophet is simply someone who preaches, or heralds, or proclaims the message of the god that they 
represent. So, these prophets of Baal, which was a pagan god, come out and say that Baal is the true 
god. The king is worshipping that god and that makes him true. Then, Elijah says, “It doesn’t matter if all 
of you say that. I’m telling you that there is one God and He has revealed himself to us.” He has revealed 
himself to us in a number of ways that we are going to see tonight. He’s revealed himself to us in a 
number of ways and if you reject the One True God then what you get is condemnation and you will not 
be able to experience freedom, and salvation, and eternity with the Lord. 

So, there is this big contest, this showdown that Elijah is so well known for, where he basically 
challenges these prophets to go up on this one mountain that is a sort of symbolic place just outside the 
city in the neighboring countryside. They go up on this mountain and they have this big showdown 
where the prophets of Baal ask for their god to bring fire down and consume an offering on an altar. 
They are unable to do it and Elijah is over in the corner making fun of them. He’s like, “Maybe your god 
is asleep. I don’t know. Maybe your god had to go to the bathroom. He’s on a potty break so give him a 
minute and I’m sure he’ll be back. Maybe he has a little tummy ache so it’s going to take him a while. 
Just scream louder and maybe that will work.” Then, the prophets of Baal began to cut themselves and 
Elijah was like, “You guys have lost your minds. That’s not helping anything.” Eventually, Elijah steps up 
and he asks for the God of the Bible, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God that we serve 
today, to send fire down out of Heaven, and literally from Heaven fire comes down and consumes this 
altar. Elijah was a fiery prophet. But Elijah was not perfect, because there were times where even his 
faith wavered. But, ultimately, in the end he stood for what was right and he stood for the Word of the 
Lord. So, he was a prophet who heralded or proclaimed the Word of God. 

Well, the Israelites believed and Scripture taught that one day a new prophet would come in 
sort of the same nature and form as Elijah. So, that man comes along and his name is John the Baptist. 
John the Baptist comes into the picture earlier in the Book of Luke and we read more about him last 
week. We’ve read about him several times through our study. John the Baptist is a lot like Elijah. He’s 
wearing animal skins, and eating bugs, and he has crazy dreads, and a wild beard, and he looks like he 
goes to Snowbird or goes to Red Oak. He’s our kind of guy. He’s preaching the Gospel and hammering 
away at people and he’s like, “Jesus, Jesus, Jesus.” It’s all about Jesus for John the Baptist. It’s all about 
Jesus. It’s not about John the Baptist, in fact, he is most famous in my mind and in a lot of people’s 
minds for saying, “He has to increase, I have to decrease.” See, people were enthralled by and drawn to 
John and John shows us how we are to step back and point people to Christ. So, he steps back and 



points people to Jesus and Jesus comes in and takes over. John just sort of disappears into the shadows 
and he ultimately loses his life. 

So, what happens when Jesus asks these guys, “Who do people say that I am?” they say, “People 
think you are either John the Baptist or Elijah.” Well, both of those men were seen as forerunners to the 
Messiah. Now, here’s what Messiah means. Messiah means ‘anointed One of God.’ So, God has 
anointed someone to be the Savior of the world—that is Jesus. Tonight, the first thing we would want to 
do if you are visiting with us is introduce you to Jesus. He is the Savior of the world. He is the hope of all 
mankind. There is no other mane under Heaven, given among men, whereby we might be saved. Only in 
the name of Christ does salvation exist. Those who call on the name of the Lord will be saved and Jesus, 
himself, said in John 14:6, “I am the way, I am the truth, I am the life, and nobody comes to the Father 
except through me.” We want to introduce you to Jesus. 

Well, that’s what John the Baptist wanted to do; he wanted to introduce people to Jesus. John 
the Baptist had the great privilege of getting to baptize Jesus in His public baptism. In that moment is 
one of only two recorded times in Scripture where God speaks voluminously in such a way that all those 
around could hear. God speaks from Heaven and says, “This is my beloved Son in whom I am well 
pleased. I’m proud of Him. I love Him and I’m proud of Him. He’s doing my work.” Then, in tonight’s text, 
we are going to see that same voice comes from Heaven and affirms not only the work of Christ but the 
authority of Jesus. 

So, John the Baptist was a forerunner to the Messiah. The Messiah is the Anointed One of God 
and Jesus is the Messiah. So, people who are missing it are saying, “Well, I think this guy, Jesus, is doing 
some great things, so the Messiah must be right around the corner.” Here’s why they were missing it; 
because they thought the Messiah was going to come along and establish an earthly kingdom. They 
thought He was going to break down walls and destroy and drive out the Romans. He was going to free 
them. This happened about a hundred years prior to the coming of Christ. You might have read about 
the Maccabean Revolt. These men led an uprising against Rome and except for a few moments in 
history the Jews were set apart from the Romans and had freedom. Then the Romans came crashing 
down in all their wrath and they crushed that rebellion and the Jews were brought back into slavery, 
harsher slavery than they had probably ever felt. So, people were looking for a military Messiah, 
“Someone is going to come along and lead us out of this bondage.” 

But Jesus isn’t leading us out of earthly bondage to earthly powers, is He church? He’s leading us 
out of dominion, and bondage and slavery to sin, literally out of the domain of darkness into the 
kingdom of light. That’s what Jesus is going to do. John the Baptist understands that and he comes along 
and proclaims and preaches, “Look at Jesus! Look at Jesus!” But even John the Baptist, at one point, 
right before he loses his own head, says, “Jesus, I need to know something. I’ve been preaching that 
you’re the Man. I’ve been preaching that you’re God. We are cousins and all but I’ve been preaching 
that you are more than my cousin. I’m telling people you are the God-man. They are getting ready to cut 
my head off over this. I’m cool losing my head if you really are God but could you just confirm that for 
me?” Jesus tells His messengers, “Tell John the Baptist what you’ve seen. Blind people see, deaf people 
hear, lame people walk, dead people are being raised to life. Go tell John the Baptist that it’s worth 
losing his head in this life and gaining it all in the next. Go tell him.” So, John the Baptist lays down his 
life as the forerunner of Jesus, being literally sacrificed at the altar of idolatry to a man named Herod. 
So, John the Baptist is a forerunner as Elijah was a forerunner. Forerunners are those who proclaim and 
preach that one day the Messiah is going to come. 

So, people are confused in this scene and they are saying that Jesus could just be a forerunner. 
He’s Elijah reincarnated or He’s John the Baptist reincarnated. Herod is asking if He is John the Baptist 
come back from the dead. We saw that last week. Maybe John the Baptist is back. Maybe somehow 
something miraculous has happened and he is back. It’s crazy to think about it. We live past the “Age of 
Reason,” the “Age of Enlightenment” when man is too educated to believe in miracles, and the 



supernatural, and things like that. But in those days it was common in every world system to believe in 
miracles, to believe in the supernatural, to talk to demons, to talk to spirits. So, Herod is a king and he 
had been to the best schools and was well educated, and he was like, “I killed Him but apparently I 
didn’t kill Him good enough because he’s back and he’s at it again.” This was not foreign to people to 
think that way. So, the people saw that Jesus was doing crazy stuff, and incredible work, and everybody 
was following Him around, and everywhere He goes there’s a crowd. We just saw a couple of weeks ago 
where He goes into the Gentile region and rescues this guy from demon possession and that story began 
to spread through the Gentile world. So, people were like, “Who is this God-man, this person? Maybe 
He’s God but maybe He’s the forerunner to the Messiah.” So, a lot of Jews are getting excited and what 
we are going to see in the text tonight is that Jesus is going to say, “This is not about an earthly, 
Messianic reign. I’m the Messiah but it isn’t what you think. It’s not that we are going to establish an 
earthly kingdom.” “My kingdom is not of this world,” He would later say. 

So, some people say He’s Elijah, some people say He’s John the Baptist, and then some people 
say He’s just a good prophet. This is what people in the nation of Islam say today. This is what people in 
a lot of other pagan and secular religions will say. They’ll say, “Jesus is a good thing but He’s not the 
main thing. He’s good, and He’s a great prophet, and you can learn a lot from Him, but He’s definitely 
not God.” Today, it may look a little different in your world where people sort of misidentify Jesus. I 
remember one time this guy had offered me some drugs. I was talking to him and told him I didn’t need 
the drugs and I began to share the Gospel with him. The guy said, “That’s cool. I love Jesus,” as he’s 
lighting a joint. “I love Jesus but you need other stuff, too.” And I thought that is exactly the common 
belief in the world, of who and what Jesus is; you need Jesus but you need some other stuff, too. That 
tends to be the way people view Christ. 

So, in that day it was not a whole lot different from how it is in our day. People recognize Jesus 
but they just don’t recognize Him for who He is. What it boils down to is this first big point. It’s probably 
not going to be super quotable, it’s just going to be really practical—people want to make Jesus into 
who they want Him to be. They want to take Jesus and make Him fit into their life in whatever way is 
most convenient for them. It’s easy to create a God and tuck Him into a corner of my life and then sort 
of relegate Him to that corner and say that I’ll take Him out and worship Him sometimes, and I’ll take 
Him out and do what I want to with Him sometimes, but I don’t want to get carried away and recognize 
Him as God. That’s what people were doing then and that’s what people do now. Especially in the Bible 
Belt, “I got saved when I was eight years old when I went to VBS. VBS was awesome because you got 
cookies and I got baptized at the end of the week. And the boys beat the girls in the little penny drive. It 
was the best week of my life. I’ve loved Jesus ever since that day. Ok, see ya, gotta go.” There’s a 
memory of something but it’s not like the God of the world invaded their life, changed them, brought 
them from death to life, and literally took out their heart of stone and gave them a heart of flesh, and 
changed their mind and moved their affections from something temporal to something permanent. 
That’s what salvation looks like and that’s only in and through Christ. 

So, Jesus is like, “Okay, people are getting this wrong. Let’s see how the disciples land on this.” 
He asks, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter is the spokesman. Peter is answering on behalf of all the 
disciples. He says, “You’re the Christ of God.” Now, at this point, he is identifying Jesus for who He is. I 
wrote down a quote from one of the commentaries that I thought was really neat. This is from Kent 
Hughes, 

 
“He wants them to answer but then He wants to take their open confession of faith and purify 
it.” 
 
So, Jesus says, “Who do you say that I am?” and they say that, “You are the Chosen One of 

God.” So, Peter says that and Jesus says, “Okay, you’re right.” Now watch this, y’all. This is where Jesus 



is so gracious to you and me. Because, think of things you’ve said as a Christian, done as a Christian, 
thought as a Christian. I can think back to the early years of my preaching ministry of things I preached 
that I would never say now, but God was so gracious because, what’s the old saying? “God is really nice 
to fools and kids” or something like that. Sometimes, in our growing up process in the faith, as you grow 
as a Christian, more and more of God’s revelation is what matures you. God has given so much of 
himself to us the moment we accept Christ and become Christians, but go back with me for a second. 
One of the things we defined early on in our study of Luke was the marks of discipleship. A disciple is 
someone who listens to Jesus, receives what Jesus says, and then acts in obedience. That becomes the 
cycle of our lives. Over the course of your life you are going to be listening to Christ, responding to 
Christ, and obeying Christ, and you mature your faith. You go through this process of maturing and we 
know that Peter is a long way from maturity. As we mature as a Christian, Jesus recognizes, “You’ve got 
it but you don’t really grasp it. You’ve got it. You understand that I’m the Messiah but you’ve got a 
wrong understanding of what the Messiah is, who the Messiah is, and what the Messiah is going to do.” 
Does that make sense to you? Peter is confessing. A lot of us are, “I love Jesus. I love Jesus. Jesus is 
good.” 

I told the Snowbird staff last week a story. I was preaching a revival in the mountains of Jamaica 
years ago. It was the first time I ever preached. I never preached before. I thought I was going on a 
construction trip. I thought I was going down there to help build a school but when I got down there the 
dude said, “You are preaching seven nights and they expect you to preach an hour and a half every time 
you preach, so buckle up.” I had never really preached before. I had preached maybe one sermon and 
given my testimony one time. But I had gotten dropped off there, so it’s not like I was going anywhere, 
so I was trying to figure it out. So, I remember these two guys who picked me up. I was staying with 
another local pastor and he said, “These two guys will pick you up. It’s about forty five minutes from 
here. They will take you up there. Church starts at seven. Don’t worry, it’s Jamaica time. You’ll probably 
be late but that’s okay because they will sing for a couple of hours and it will all work out.” He told me to 
make sure I had a tie so I bought a Jamaican tie. It was awesome and was about this long and I wore it 
with something like a polo shirt. I wore the same polo shirt every night because I thought I was going to 
be building a school. 

I was sitting there and these two guys pull up and they are playing Reggae music, blaring, with 
the windows down. It was like Cheech and Chong with a puff of smoke coming out of the car. They were 
like, “Hey, mon!!” I was like, “Hey, guys, can I help you?” but they were my ride to church. I was like, 
“I’m a preacher. I’m going to church. I’m not going to do what you guys are doing.” But sure enough 
they were my ride and I ended up in the car with them. 

First off, you ride on the wrong side of the road. It’s not the other side, it’s the wrong side. We 
do this right and the world around us does it wrong. If you’ve been in another culture where they drive 
on the wrong side of the road you know that’s already tripping me out. That messes with you. I’m sitting 
in the back of this little car that’s like a tin can. It’s so little I’m holding onto both sides of the car like 
this. That thing is rocking back and forth, and they are swerving in and out, and we are almost head on 
two or three times. There is some kind of malt liquor that they brew down there that is their local brand 
and it seems like there are dozens of these empty bottles rolling around under my feet. I have my feet 
up and these guys are smoking weed as we are driving up this mountain. 

I remember John Piper doing a message on some lady who died in a car wreck in Africa and he 
said she was a martyr. She didn’t get beheaded but her car ran off the mountain and she died taking the 
Gospel to people. She was a martyr. I thought, “Maybe that will happen.” So, we got to this church and I 
went in there and started preaching. We walked in about an hour and a half late and people were 
running around dancing. There were cymbals clanging and tambourines. Some dude was up there 
plucking one string on a guitar. He had one string left and he was wearing that one out. I don’t know 



how it lasted that night. Then, one dude is sitting there with a snare drum and a high hat that was beat 
all to pieces and he was like that dude at Chuck E Cheese. He knew one beat. 

So, I got up there to preach and I thought, “This is a fiasco.” Those two guys were on the front 
row, high as a kite, and amened me and quoted Scripture when I would read a passage of Scripture. 
Those people knew the Bible. And my heart got so heavy throughout that week as I realized that these 
people have a huge knowledge of the Bible but it is purely academic. That’s kind of like the world we live 
in if you grew up in the Bible Belt. The hardest thing we face sometimes, as an obstacle, in engaging 
people in our culture with the Gospel, is that everybody has some sort of background answer. “My 
granddaddy was a preacher. I said a prayer.” “But do you know Jesus? And the power of His 
resurrection? And the fellowship of His suffering, the way Paul talks about it in Philippians 3?” There is a 
need to recognize Christ for who He is. 

So, Jesus is saying to Peter, “Okay, y’all have got it. Your confession that I am Lord and Messiah 
is right but we have to take that beyond what you have ever imagined. I’m not the Messiah on the white 
charger, crushing the enemies of Israel with the sword that is coming out of my mouth. That will come 
later. What I am right now is what Isaiah 53 calls the ‘Suffering Servant.’” Jesus is going to go on and tell 
them, “I’m going to die. That’s how I’m going to save you. I’m not going to rise up to a throne and win 
the day that way. I’m going to lay down my life and in doing that I am going to conquer your greater 
enemies.” Rome is a great enemy. 

Whatever your enemy is in your background; the abuse you faced as a child, or your abusive 
spouse now, or the people you love who reject the Gospel, or the toxic work environment you are in or, 
young people, the difficulty you face at school. Maybe, right now you are facing things that are very 
difficult, and very hard to cope with, and process, and live through, but the reality is that Jesus has set us 
free from the control, and the weight, and the dominion of this life and all that it can throw at us. That’s 
what the Gospel is about. So, Jesus is going to explain to them, “I didn’t come to rise up to an earthly 
throne and conquer earthly enemies. I came to rise up to a heavenly throne and crush your enemies 
under my feet, and set you free from sin, and temptation, and dominion, and the control that you live 
under, and the dark cloud that kind of hovers around you a lot of days. I am here to set you free from 
everything that this world would try to enslave you with.” So, Jesus is making himself known and, as 
Kent Hughes puts it, He is purifying their confession of faith. Because He is not a military deliverer; He’s 
a suffering servant. So, the disciples’ answer is very much in contrast with what the world’s answer is. 

Let’s keep going. 
 

“And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
 
So, He helps them understand. He says, “Here is what’s going to happen.” This is interesting 

because He says it to them but they don’t get it. Dad, did you ever say something to your kid and he 
didn’t get it? He heard you but he just didn’t get it? Or wives, you ever say something to your husband 
and he doesn’t exactly get it? Sometimes you hear something and you don’t really hear it, or you think 
you get it but you really don’t. Again, Jesus is revealing more of himself. So, as we’ve working through 
the Book of Luke, and Jesus is revealing who He is by this miracle, and that miracle, and giving people 
sight, and raising dead people, all of a sudden He says, “Here’s what’s going to happen. You’re right. I 
am the Messiah but don’t tell anybody that because if you do they will try to put me on an earthly 
throne, there will be an insurrection, and Rome will come in and kill or imprison me, and it’s not time for 
that.” Jesus will say later on, “Nobody takes my life from me. I’m the one who gives it and I choose when 
to lay it down. Now is not the time to be talking about my Messianic position or my Messianic role. 



Guys, you’ve got to chill because I have to suffer other things. The weight of glory that is going to be 
revealed through my life is going to come through a cross of crucifixion.” 

Verse 23, people were gathering around and there was a crowd of folks, 
 

“And he said to all, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of 
my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the 
glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.’” 
 
What is He talking about when He says they will not taste death until they see the kingdom of 

God? He’s talking about what’s getting ready to happen. He’s getting ready to reveal to them, in all of 
His glory, what’s going to happen at the cross of Christ. The disciples are going to be eyewitnesses to the 
resurrection of the Lord. They are going to see the kingdom of God being built on the cornerstone, 
which is Christ, and that cornerstone is established through His death, burial, and resurrection, and 
ultimately His exaltation. 

So, Jesus begins to talk about what it looks like to follow Christ, and He uses the cross, which is 
interesting. Because, think about the timeline here. Has He said He’s going to go to a cross? Not yet. The 
closest thing He has revealed of His own death is what He just said, which is, “I’m going to die,” but He 
hasn’t laid out the steps of crucifixion. 

Does anyone in here ever listen to Sinclair Ferguson? He’s a Scottish preacher and I love to listen 
to Scottish preacher, mainly because of their accent but also most of them are really smart. I was 
listening to Sinclair Ferguson preach a sermon on this when I was riding the lawnmower this week and 
he said that this is the point that for the first time Jesus is revealing to people that He is going to die. But 
isn’t it interesting that right here He says, “You are going to take up your cross,” in this foreshadowing 
language. He is speaking of the cross of Christ and He says, “You’re going to take up your cross.” What 
He means by that—listen—I want to say something practical for us right here. People use cross 
terminology a lot, like “Well, that’s my cross to bear.” They are talking about getting a quarter an hour 
pay cut, or the washer or dryer just went kaput and they have to get a new one. “That’s my cross to 
bear.” The transmission went out in the car. Look, please, let’s don’t do that. We don’t have to redefine 
what the cross is. Amen? We don’t have to redefine what it looks like to bear a cross. Jesus has made 
that clear for us. John Stott says this in his great work on the cross of Christ—he says, “The cross of 
Christ is a mirror that when we look into it we see ourselves if we are truly saved.” Because what we see 
there is self-denial, self-sacrifice, and perfect obedience to the Father. To take up the cross daily is to 
endure trials, to endure suffering, to live through hardship, to live in this world, with total self-denial and 
obedience to the Father, with the attitude and the mind of Christ. Paul tells the Philippians, “Have this 
mind, the mind that was in Christ Jesus.” That’s what it looks like to take up our cross and follow Jesus. 
To take up our cross is to deny ourselves, to love others well, and to worship God in obedience. So, 
that’s what He’s saying. He’s saying, “If you get this right you will gain so much more than what this 
world can offer you.” To turn my back on the things of this world is to turn my back on things that will be 
corrupt and gone in a moment. In a twinkling of an eye, we will be with Christ and all that this world 
offers will be passed. 

I read in one of the commentaries a description of the excavation of an ancient king. They went 
into his tomb where he was buried in a massive room. He was sitting on a throne with his crown on his 
head. It was the skeletal remains of this king sitting there, and there was a Bible open on his lap, and his 
bony finger was pointing at this verse, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his 



soul?” Here is this vivid, clear, powerful word picture of the skeletal remains of what used to be a man, 
and his soul has gone into eternity, and there buried with his bones are gold, and treasures, and the 
things that this world offers, doing him no good now. It doesn’t profit us to gain anything that the world 
offers us. Nothing. 

So, Jesus is trying to tune up the disciples’ faith and help them to move up higher and higher in 
their view of understanding who He is. So, He says, “You’re going to take up your cross and it’s going to 
be worth it. Some of you are going to see exactly what I’m talking about.” 

Verse 28, 
 

“Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and 
James and went up on the mountain to pray. 29 And as he was praying, the appearance 
of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men 
were talking with him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter and those who 
were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his 
glory and the two men who stood with him. 33 And as the men were parting from him, 
Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for 
you and one for Moses and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he said. 34 As he was 
saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they 
entered the cloud. 35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, ‘This is my Son, my 
Chosen One; listen to him!’ 36 And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 
And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.” 
 
I want to close tonight by introducing this part of the story. We are actually going to break the 

Transfiguration into two weeks. What I want to do tonight is look at this word ‘glory.’ Because what is 
happening in the Transfiguration is that the glory of Christ is being revealed. Everything has been 
building up to this moment. I thought about stopping tonight after the text we just read but I really want 
to get an introduction to the glory of who Christ is and this revelation of the glory of God. 

In the Bible, the word ‘glory’ is considered to be an attribute of God. It’s hard to describe it. We 
try to describe the glory of God and we say, “It’s light,” as a simile. Or we go into metaphor or we go into 
analogy or word picture because there is no way to define it in and of itself because it’s indescribable. 
So, to say that something is indescribable is to attempt to describe it knowing that you can’t. The glory 
of God is like that. Some words that are often used to try to describe the glory of God are majesty, 
prominence, splendor, beauty, radiance, luminescence, holiness, purity, worthiness, and weightiness. 
These are words that are often used to try to describe this attribute of God called His glory. But the glory 
is that which emanates from Him, that which comes from Him in revelation in a way that is often 
blinding when people receive it. The glory of God is something that we cannot reach out and take, and 
we cannot pursue and grab hold of, but it is something that God reveals to us and brings us up into. The 
glory of God is what helps us understand that we are but sinners, unable in our own strength – fully, 
completely depraved, and broken in sin – completely unable to reach up and take hold of something 
that is untouchable to us because God is enshrouded in His glory. 

Isaiah painted a vivid picture in Isaiah 6, where he shows a picture of Jesus seated on a throne, 
and surrounding the throne of Jesus are angelic beings that he can’t even really name. He had to make 
up a name for these creatures. They don’t even exist in our world, they are so other worldly. They 
surround the throne of Christ, they are angelic warriors, and they cover their face. They cover their face 
in humility. Imagine that you had never sinned and yet you feared the Lord. If you are a kid, or if you are 
a husband or wife, imagine that you do something or you say something and then you have this guilty 
conscience and you don’t sleep easy. You keep thinking, “Am I going to get caught…is it going to get 



exposed…are they going to know where I spent that money…or that I wrote that note…or that I sent 
that text…or that I looked at that thing?” It’s a miserable existence to carry a guilty conscience, amen? 
We’ve all done it. Everybody has done it. Not one person sitting in this room has not done it. You are 
wondering, “Are they going to find out…are they going to know…is it going to be revealed?” Then, 
somebody says to you, “Hey, man, I need to talk to you,” and you gasp. 

As a pastor, I get texts all the time, “Hey, man, can I talk to you?” It used to really get me 
wondering, “Oh, no. I wonder what this is about?” But now, I’m like, “There’s no telling.” This week, I 
had a dude give me a piece of his mind and I didn’t even know what he was talking about. I’m like, “Bro, 
I don’t know. I think you’ve got me confused with somebody.” Somebody from Snowbird Outfitters said 
something to him years ago and I didn’t know what he was talking about. I said, “I’m sorry, but my 
conscience is clear.” Isn’t it good to be able to say that? The Scripture says my conscience is clear but 
that doesn’t make me innocent, because it’s God that judges me. But what happens is that when you 
have a guilty conscience or when your conscience has something weighing on it, it’s hard to just live in 
peace, right?  

Well, here are angelic creatures in Isaiah 6 who have no guilty conscience. Stop and think about 
it. They have never thought an evil thought. They have never yielded to a temptation. They have never 
spoken against God. They have only always, since their creation, since their inception, been loyal to the 
throne of Christ. They have fought in defense of God’s holiness, not that He needed it but that’s what He 
created them to do. They have worshipped in angelic song round the clock, since their inception. They 
have carried important messages from God to man. They have done the work of God and been only, 
always faithful, and yet when they approach the throne of Jesus they bow their head, they cover their 
face, they cover their bodies, and they simply cry out in desperation and worship, “Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord God Almighty!! The whole Earth is full of His glory!” If that’s the way they approach the throne of 
God what should it look like when we approach the throne of God? Isaiah 6 is a powerful moment that 
should sober us up in the way we flippantly approach the throne of grace. The writer of Hebrews says 
you can approach the throne of grace in confidence, knowing that you will receive grace and mercy in 
time of need. 

The glory of God is hard to wrap our mind around, but in this scene, this moment, all of history 
culminates in the revelation of Jesus, that, “I’m the ultimate and final revelation of the glory of God.” 
Jesus Christ is God revealed, the glory of God revealed to us. To see Jesus is to see God. To worship Jesus 
is to worship God. To love Jesus is to love God. To obey Jesus is to obey God. To submit to Jesus is to 
submit to God. To walk in fellowship and in relationship with Jesus is to be an heir with Jesus of the 
great inheritance that God the Father has for us. Christ reveals the glory of the Father to us in this 
passage in Luke 9. 

To understand the significance of this moment we have to look back into the Old Testament and 
here’s what we see. The glory of God sort of comes at us in bursts throughout the Old Testament. God is 
sort of hidden and distant, and man is unable to approach Him and get to Him, but God begins to reveal 
himself in certain ways, and the first real clear revelation that God has given to man, that the disciples 
would have grown up studying and known about, would be in the Old Testament where the writers 
would talk about the revelation of God’s glory, and they would use the word ‘Skekinah.’ Have you ever 
heard that word? Shekinah glory simply means the dwelling or the revealed glory and presence of God. 
It’s not in the Bible, it’s not a word we see in Scripture, but it was a word that was used in everyday 
language in the Jewish faith and Jewish walks of life. 

So, a couple of thousand years before Jesus comes into the world God begins to reveal himself 
to people and if you study through the Book of Exodus—and we did that as a church together a couple 
of years ago – in the Book of Exodus, God raises up a man named Moses and Moses is a type of Christ. 
He’s a foreshadowing of Christ and Moses leads his people out of bondage, and slavery, and the 
dominion of the Egyptian empire, and he leads them up into the wilderness. When he’s in the 



wilderness, God brings Moses up onto a mountain and on that mountain God’s glory sort of comes 
down and settles on that mountain. God’s glory will be described as a cloud, and as smoke, and as fire. 

Last night, many of us were at the great drag race of 2017 at the Andrews Car Show. It was 
fantastic watching people do the burnout contest and there was a lot of smoke. You can’t breathe, and 
you can’t see, and it’s disorienting. I was holding my four-year-old and when the cars were roasting their 
tires he was like a little African hillbilly. He was like, “Wh-h-h-a-a-w!,” and pumping his fists and 
screaming. Then the smoke overtakes you and you have to go over here and try to find some oxygen 
somewhere. It just overwhelms you. The glory of God in Scripture is often described as smoke that 
would literally cover an entire mountain. Moses would go up onto that mountain, meet with God, the 
glory of God would rest on the mountain, and God would say to Moses, “I’m going to give you my word 
for the people.” Moses would then give God’s word to the people. It was in one of those meetings that 
God gave Moses the Law, the Covenant that Moses wrote on tablets of stone, and God wrote on tablets 
of stone for him. Moses then gave the Law to the people. So, the glory of God is seen on the mountain, 
and in the cloud on the mountain God meets with Moses and gives him, basically, the Law as we know 
it, summarized in the Ten Commandments. 

The glory of God is also seen in the establishing of the Tabernacle of worship and the Temple of 
worship. These are two things that happened in the Old Testament. The Tabernacle was a tent of 
meeting where God’s presence would rest, and dwell, and hover, and the people would send a high 
priest into that Tabernacle—listen—one day a year to meet with God; and he didn’t get to meet with 
Him face-to-face. One day a year the high priest would go into that innermost place in that tent of 
meeting and he would meet with God on behalf of the people. Do you see the significance that Jesus is 
our High Priest? He daily makes intercession for us. He’s seated at the right hand of the Father. Then, 
after the Tabernacle era there was a Temple built by a man named Solomon. This was the place where 
the people would worship God and God would meet with His people in the Temple. He would meet with 
the priests and oftentimes that fire would hover around the Temple. The pillar of cloud and the pillar of 
fire that led the nation of Israel through the wilderness during their Exodus was representative of the 
glory of God. So, God was always with His people. The glory of God was always being revealed in one 
way or another. But God’s people were disobedient and they rejected Him, and they walked away from 
Him, and they denied Him. 

So, what God does is that in Ezekiel 10, which was about 600 years before the time that Christ 
came into the world, God removed His glory from the presence of the people. The word that is used to 
describe that is “ichabod.” It means, “the glory of God has departed.” So, for over a thousand years the 
presence of God’s glory was always, in one way or another, evident to the people, either in a cloud, or 
smoke, or fire, or in the tablets of stone, or the covenant promises  that God had made that were 
contained in the Ark of the Covenant. But then there came a day when the glory of God left the people 
and—watch this—they didn’t even know it because they were worshipping in vain. They were rejecting 
the fact that God was there with them and they were doing things their own way. For 600 years the 
glory of God—think about this—for 600 years in human history there is a window of time where the 
glory of God was not seen or revealed. 

Go to Luke 2. After 600 years of this, Jesus is born, and we read this back around Christmas time. 
Luke 2:8, 

 
“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch 

over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 



and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
600 years of nothing but silence and then an angelic throng filled the sky, filled the countryside, 

and all the sky over Bethlehem and surrounding regions, and they sing praise where they say, “Glory to 
God in the highest”—the same songs that the angels in Isaiah sang hundreds of years before. They 
declared the glory of God in this little baby lying in a manger. A carpenter with the blood of birth on his 
hands knelt over his little son who was not from his seed because He was put in the womb of a woman 
in a most glorious and miraculous way by the Holy Spirit. And the Christ child brings the glory of God 
back into the world, and for the next thirty years that glory is veiled in many ways. And when Christ 
begins His ministry that veil starts getting pulled back. He’s healing the sick and He’s raising the dead. 
He’s pulling that veil back and He’s showing himself. We’ve seen, just in the last two chapters, that He 
has shown His glory in His lordship over nature when He calmed the storm, and over the supernatural 
when He cast out demons, and over creation when He fed the 5000 and their families, as we saw last 
week. We’ve seen Him show himself to have power over life and death in the healing of sick people and 
the raising of dead people. We are seeing the veil pulled back, and what’s just happened in this passage 
that we’ve looked at tonight, and we are going to go right back into next week, is that the veil is off and 
these three men are seeing the glory of God revealed and literally resting on Christ. Peter is so messed 
up that he says, “Uhhh….we should build a tent!” Have you ever done that? Wish you hadn’t said 
something out loud. “I should have just thought that. I shouldn’t even have thought that.” The glory of 
God is revealed. 

Watch this—John 1. This is what John writes of the glory of God and the humanity of Christ. 
John 1:14, 

 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore witness 
about him, and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.”’) 16 For from his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's 
side, he has made him known.” 
 
Christ is the revelation of God. He is God in the flesh, church. Jesus is God. And listen to what 

Peter would later write concerning what he saw in that scene. 2 Peter 1:16, 
 

“For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 
For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to 
him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,’18 we 
ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy 
mountain.” 
 
Peter saw it and it changed his life and I want to challenge you tonight that if you are a child of 

God and you put your faith and your trust in Jesus, that you have seen the glory of God. Because when 
the dead come to life that is the power of God unto salvation. The Gospel is at work. That is the most 
glorious thing that we ever witness in our lives. 



If you are here tonight and you don’t have a relationship with Jesus, the glory of God has been 
revealed to you tonight through His Word. We have the completed Word of God. We have the full 
revelation of God. There is nothing to be added to it. All that is left is for eternity to literally kick off. But 
we have all that we need; the glory of God has been revealed. Christ is the glory of God. He’s the 
revelation of God in fullness. He has shown himself to these men and this night he pulled that veil back 
and He said, “This is who I am. No more games. I’m the Messiah. I’m the Holy One of Israel. But I’m 
going to die, because in dying I will kill sin, and I will kill death, and I will conquer the grave—and I’ll 
bring you along with me.” 

Tonight, I invite you as we close with songs of worship, if you don’t have a relationship with the 
Lord, to come down here and talk with one of us who are the pastors here. We would love to pray with 
you and help you understand how to follow Jesus. If you are a child of God, worship Jesus in spirit and in 
truth in all of His glory. We will sing to Him and worship Him because He’s worthy. Amen? Let’s pray. 

God,	I	pray	that	you	would	open	our	hearts	and	our	minds	to	not	only	receive	your	Word	
but	to	believe	it,	understand	it,	surrender	to	it,	react	to	it,	respond	to	it,	and	follow	you	in	obedience.	
God,	I	pray	tonight	that	if	there	are	people	in	this	church	who	don’t	have	a	relationship	with	you,	
that	you	would	help	them	to	understand	what	it	is	to	follow	Jesus.	We	want	to	sing	to	you	in	spirit	
and	in	truth,	and	in	truth	we	want	to	worship	you.	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	understand	
what	it	is	to	live	and	dwell	in	fellowship	and	in	communion	with	you.	I	thank	you	that	you	have	
shown	so	much	of	yourself	to	us	through	your	Word.	Tonight,	I	pray	that	if	there	is	a	person	here	
who	doesn’t	have	a	relationship	with	you	that	they	would	call	on	the	name	of	the	Lord	and	be	
saved;	that	they	would	respond	to	you	in	obedience	to	your	command	to	be	baptized	in	the	name	of	
the	Father,	and	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	to	learn	to	understand	the	commands	of	your	Word	
and	follow	the	teachings	of	Christ,	and	live	in	fellowship	and	community	with	God’s	people,	and	live	
in	obedience	to	God’s	Word;	to	step	out	of	the	darkness	of	this	world	and	into	the	glorious	light	of	
the	Gospel.	We	love	you,	and	praise	you,	and	thank	you	for	loving	us,	because	you	are	worthy.	In	
Jesus’	name.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
That was good. Can we do that again? That was so good. That was awesome. It’s so good to 

worship with y’all. There are a lot of people in here. Wow! Did you see all these people? It’s good to see 
y’all and it’s so good to worship. It’s good to sit under the Word of God.  

Let me say this. For you who are our regular members at Red Oak, we have ten weeks with all 
these young people92, these young men and young women, so let’s invest in them. Let’s take the 
opportunity. I would say, “Go out of your way to meet them,” but they are all kinds of in your way, so 
just meet them before you leave. If you are visiting, we hang out after service for a long time, so please 
hang out and make sure you meet some of the folks here from our church. We would love to get to 
know you guys. We just have an awesome time. It’s so good hearing about (name redacted). Hopefully, 
we will get some more details on that but please continue to pray for that young, small church yet filled-
with-the-Spirit-of-God church. Pray for those guys, pray for our missionaries, and let’s be faithful this 
week. Let’s proclaim the glory of God. Let’s proclaim the glory of Jesus and exalt Him in conversations 
with one another, to encourage one another, and in the hurting world around us. Let’s be like Jesus and 
correct their wrong ideas about who Jesus is. We have opportunity this week so let’s take it. 

I’ll read from Jude 24, 
 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you 
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, 
                                                             
92 Red Oak Church meets on the campus of Snowbird Wilderness Outfitters. These young people are the additional 

staff who are hired as counselors for Snowbird’s summer camp. 



through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen.”
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up.) 
We say things like, “That’s their glory days,” or “In all of their glory.” We refer to things as being 

glorious that are not really glorious, because glory is one of those things that Scripture often uses to 
describe the person, and the work, and the nature of God. So, we need to understand and define what 
glory is. We need to understand it. At the beginning of the video we watched, the definition given was 
this, “The glory of God is the manifest beauty of His holiness. It is the way He puts His holiness on display 
for people to apprehend.” I like this, “The going public of His holiness.” So, if you want to define glory it 
is this; the holiness of God being displayed. 

Now, let’s make sure we understand what the holiness of God is before we walk through these 
five things. The holiness of God means a couple of things and most of us are familiar with some aspect of 
this. It means God is separate from, greater than, above, and uncontaminated by sin. So, God doesn’t 
sin. The Scripture tells us He is not able to sin and He can’t be tempted with evil. James is writing and 
says, “God is not tempted by evil neither does He tempt any man, but each man is dragged away by his 
own lusts and enticed.” That lust ultimately gives birth to death. So, God is not a sinner. He can’t be 
tempted by sin. This is what makes the incarnation of Jesus so powerful. The fact that Jesus became 
human and submitted himself to physical, earthly, human temptation is unbelievable when you really 
understand the nature, and person, and work of God. God can’t be tempted by sin, and yet Jesus 
humbled himself and became obedient to humanity so that He might be tempted by sin. So, the holiness 
of God means that God is above, separate from, and uncontaminated by sin. So, when He makes us 
holy, He is setting us apart from sin, undefining us by our sin and redefining us by the righteousness and 
the holiness of Jesus. 

In other words, when you become a Christian and you put your faith and your trust in Jesus, He 
makes you holy by separating you from your sin. This means that you are no longer defined by your sin. 
Many of you allowed your sin to define you for most of your life; up until you met Jesus, for sure. My 
addiction, my abuse, my relationships, my money—whatever it was; the thing that was either your 
identifying characteristics in life, or past sin that was committed against you—that’s sort of your 
identifying characteristic in your life. Until you meet Jesus. Then, He separates you from that. Think of 
that old commercial, or that old trick you would do as a kid, when you would take a grease pan and put 
water in it after you had fried up some bacon. The grease is floating and you put that little drop of 
detergent on it—what does the grease do? It runs away and makes this separation where you can kind 
of see the clean water. It has a separating and purifying effect. So, when we are talking about the 
holiness of God we talk about how God is separate from sin, and when we talk about our holiness it’s 
that God has separated us from our sin. 

Additionally, the holiness of God means that God is the source of and the giver of life and purity. 
Probably, the best thing in the physical universe to help us understand this would be the Sun. The Sun 
both gives life and it gives purity but if you get too close to it you will die. We explain this to students 
this way all the time. The Sun gives life. It has a purifying effect. If you have ever had a teenage boy and 
you smelled those shoes at the end of the summer and he hasn’t worn socks all summer, or maybe 
ladies you have a husband and those shoes or boots are funky, if you put those out in the Sun for a long 
enough period of time they will actually stop stinking. Isn’t that fascinating? They get aired out but the 
purification process that the Sun provides is a picture. Jesus literally purifies and from Him comes the 
source of all life and purity. So, the Bible tells us things like in Colossians 1, that He created all things and 
sustains all things. In Hebrews 1, He created all things and sustains all things. In John 1, in the beginning 



He existed, so we know that He was there in Genesis 1 creating. So, He is the source of life and He is also 
the source of purity. So, the holiness of God means that He is the source of all life but some life is 
contaminated with sin until that life is purified by Jesus. So, He is the source of life, the source of purity, 
and He is separate from sin. That’s how we describe the holiness of God. 

Now, if the definition of glory is in keeping with that, then the glory of God is that holiness of 
God revealed in a way that we can see Him and worship Him for it. That’s why, I think, that the Scripture 
uses creation, the stars, and the majesty and wonder of the created world and universe to reflect the 
glory of God, display the glory of God, and show us more about the glory of God. But tonight, in this text, 
we are going to see the glory of God in a completely deeper, clearer, more magnified way, when we see 
Jesus transfigured. 

So, there are five facets of the revelation of God that we are going to see in this text. The first 
one is the radiating brilliance of Christ’s appearance. The first thing you notice is the radiating brilliance 
of Christ’s appearance. Now, when we are talking about the brilliance and the radiance of Christ, in 
Hebrews 1, the Word of God says that Jesus is the radiance of God and the exact imprint of His nature. 
Jesus, unlike creation, is not a reflection of God’s glory, He is the radiance of God’s glory. 

The difference is seen if we take another person that we see in the story, Moses. A couple of 
thousand years before this happened, Moses would go up on the mountain, he would talk to God, he 
would have fellowship with God, and God would descend on the mountain in a cloud. You can read 
about this in the Book of Exodus. Start at about chapter 30 and read to the end of Exodus and you will 
see these interactions between Moses and God. So, Moses would go up on the mountain, a cloud would 
descend on the mountain, and inside that cloud Moses and God would have fellowship and interaction, 
and they would speak. Then, Moses would come out of that cloud and his face would radiate. What that 
radiation was, was that it was a reflection of having been in the presence of God. If you’ve ever been 
around a person who spends a lot of time with Jesus, it seems to be reflected in their life. It is reflected 
in their speech. It’s reflected in their priorities. It’s reflected in the way that they love other people. So, 
when we talk about the reflection of God’s glory we see that in Moses’ face, don’t we. If you have ever 
read that story, Moses comes down off the mountain and people are kind of scared and they back up. 
And Moses is like, “What? What’s wrong with me? I haven’t seen myself in the mirror lately.” His 
physical appearance has changed, but it hasn’t just changed, it has a powerful effect and people are 
withdrawing from him. It’s because he’s been in the presence of God. 

With Jesus, nothing is being reflected. Here’s the thing—in the story, the radiance and the 
brilliance—one of the Gospel writers records that His clothes are so white that no bleach on Earth could 
get them that white. What’s happening is that the radiance of the glory of God is emanating out from 
Jesus, not bouncing off of Jesus. In that moment, they are not seeing Jesus as a man and God sort of 
bouncing this glory off of Jesus and into them. It’s not like a light beam coming down out of the heavens 
and hitting Jesus and them seeing the reflection of God’s glory. Jesus is the radiance of God, the exact 
imprint of His nature, the writer of Hebrews says. Literally, this is emanating from Him. He is the source 
of this radiance. Why is that a huge and important facet of this passage? Because Jesus is revealing to 
us—Luke is revealing to us what he has been building up to all of this time. 

Go back to the virgin birth, when Jesus comes into the world, and that host of angels fills the 
countryside and literally fills the sky. After 600 years of silence, when the glory of God was unwitnessed 
other than in creation, the specific, manifest presence of God had not been witnessed on the Earth for 
six centuries. No prophet had spoken, no vision had been given, no word had come from God. Six 
hundred years of deaf silence—and the angels say, “Glory to God in the highest and on Earth peace,” 
because Jesus is here. So, now, we fast forward about thirty something years and what’s been 
happening over the course of that time is that much of the glory of Jesus has been masked so that 
people see Him and watch Him heal somebody and they go, “Wow! This is incredible. He’s a great 
healer. He’s a great teacher. He’s doing wonders. He’s a great prophet.” Just a couple of weeks ago we 



read the passage where Jesus asked, “Who do people say that I am?” and they say, “You’re a great 
prophet. You’re a great healer. You’re a teacher and you do incredible things.” But He says, “Who do 
you say that I am?” They say, “You’re the Christ of God.” Now He’s saying, “You think you know who I 
am, and you do, but let me show you.” Listen, when you confess God for who He is, He will begin to give 
you more of himself than you can actually comprehend, ingest, and understand. They are confessing 
Him as Lord and He is blowing their mind in this story. 

So, from Christ is radiating a revelation of glory like the world has never seen. We’ve seen the 
formation of the mountains, the formation of the oceans and the seas, God hovering over the face of 
the deep in Genesis, and literally displaying His glory in all of creation, but the world has never seen 
anything like what’s happening right here. Literally, the radiating glory of God is beaming out of this 
person, this God-man, called Jesus. And—I know Him personally. He knows, somehow, how many hairs 
are on my head. He feels the weight of my suffering, or pain, or temptation. He identifies with us in our 
weaknesses. He cares about us. He says, “Cast your cares on me because I care for you.” Here is the 
glory-giver, the glory-source of everything beyond our comprehension, and He’s saying, “I care about 
you. You are a big deal to me. I love you a lot.” Luke is showing us a picture that we have never seen 
before in this moment in history, and it’s powerful –  the radiating brilliance of Christ’s appearance. 

Now, I think it’s important to stop right here and recognize something; that as much as the 
Transfiguration of Jesus … and that word ‘transfigure’… I think Mark uses a word that means something 
like metamorphosis. It’s the idea that there’s this change that happens so that they see Him in a 
completely different way and in a completely different light. But, it’s important to understand and I 
hope this is really thought-provoking for you. In this moment, God is not just revealing to us, the reader, 
the Church, the hearer, much of who Christ is, but at the center of this story is Jesus. So, the 
Transfiguration, I would like to propose tonight, based on the authority of Scripture, is about Jesus and 
for Jesus. Not just about Jesus but for Jesus. And I think it’s for Jesus in three ways. 

Number one, I believe it was a foretaste for Jesus to see what was awaiting Him in glory, 
because after thirty years of living in a broken world, under the weight of sin, not yielding to temptation 
but hitting it head on, facing persecution, knowing that what waited around the corner for Him was the 
dark shadow of the cross, whereby He would hang there in a Roman crucifixion and die in our place. It 
was not just the physical anguish but the weight of our sin and all that would mean for Him. Now, all 
that God is giving Him in this moment is a foretaste of heavenly fellowship that awaits Him just beyond 
the cross. 

Additionally, it was a moment of sweet fellowship with those who understood Jesus because He 
is living in a world where nobody really understands Him right now. How many times has he had these 
interactions with His disciples and He’s like, “No, no, no. Listen up. If you have ears to hear, listen. Let 
me explain this again.” He’s constantly doing this and now there is this moment where Jesus is 
conversing—the word in verse 30, “And behold two men were talking with Him,” means conversing with 
Him. It kind of denotes a lengthy conversation. This is not like the disciples come out of there sleep, rub 
their eyes, and it’s over. They are listening. This is revelation. This is conversation happening. Jesus is 
conversing with people who understand why Jesus has come into the world, why Jesus is where He is, 
what Jesus is about to do, and He’s experiencing fellowship with the Father, and fellowship with those 
who from the throne room of Heaven and from the celestial place of their eternal dwelling understand 
fully why Jesus is on the Earth. Those around Him don’t get it. 

Thirdly, it was the voice of the Father, approving Jesus’ work and obedience. For Jesus, that was 
enough. Hearing the voice of the Father approve Him. That should be enough. I went down tonight to 
talk to my youngest son because oftentimes he does his best to disqualify me from pastoral ministry. If 
you read the qualifications of an overseer you know what I’m talking about. So, I went down there right 
before church, and I walk in, and I pull him aside and I say, “Listen, buddy, here’s the deal. I need for you 
to obey tonight. I need you to be a good boy tonight and I need for you to listen. I need you to focus, 



respond, answer questions, and do what you are told.” He said, “Yes, sir, daddy.” I said, “When it’s all 
over tonight, do you know what you will get if you do that?” He said, “A toy?,” and I said, “Nope.” He 
said, “Some candy?,” and I said, “Nope.” I said, “You will get, from me, these words: ‘You did good. I’m 
really proud of you. Well done.’ And I’ll pick you up, and I’ll hug you, and we will have a moment where 
it’s just me and you. And we will go for a walk, and we won’t let anybody come along, and we will have 
fellowship.” See, Jesus understood that obedience to the Father wasn’t about the reward; it was about 
the fellowship with the Father. In this moment, Jesus is experiencing fellowship with the Father. That’s 
promised to us. We get that. Heaven is not about the reward, first and foremost, it’s about Jesus. And 
the Christian life is not about, “If I do this, and input this, I get that, and output that.” It’s about those of 
us who were far off who have been brought near by the blood of Jesus. Those of us who were dead in 
trespasses and sin have been made to live and brought to newness of life so that we could experience 
worship with Jesus. Those of us who were broken and unreconciled to God have been brought into 
reconciliation with the Father because of Jesus. That’s the reward of obedience. What do you get when 
you obey? You get fellowship with the Father. Jesus is experiencing a moment of deep fellowship and 
approval. 

Are there days when you think about what it would be to hear these words, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant,”? I have those days. I think about that. There are days when that’s the only thing 
that motivates and that’s enough. 

So, the first facet of this revelation is the radiance of Jesus and number two is this; the presence 
of Moses and Elijah. You look at this story and you wonder why it’s Moses and Elijah. There were a 
bunch of prophets but there was only one Moses. Isaiah, in Isaiah 6, glimpsed the glory of God, 
remember? He goes into the throne room of God in Isaiah 6 and he sees those angelic creatures around 
the throne, covering their faces and bodies, and hovering next to the throne of Jesus, crying, “Holy, holy, 
holy!” John says in John 12 that Isaiah saw Jesus seated on a throne. Why not Isaiah? Why not Ezekiel? 
Why not Jeremiah? The point is not who was there but what did they represent? Here’s what they 
represented. Moses was the representative of the Law because God gave him the Law. Elijah was 
representative of the prophets. In the Jewish context, like if you grew up in the Jewish faith in a Jewish 
household, you would not have superheroes. We talked about this in our family devotions in worship 
this morning. We were sort of preparing for the message tonight. You didn’t grow up thinking, “I want to 
be Superman when I grow up.” Four-year-old Jewish boys didn’t run around with stick figures of 
superheroes. They heard stories of Elijah going on Mt. Carmel. This was way better than the gunfight at 
OK Corral, when Elijah goes on Mt. Carmel and throws down with a whole bunch of prophets who 
worshipped a pagan demon god. Elijah wins and that day he puts them to the sword. Then he is put on 
the run because he preaches and proclaims truth against a wicked and evil pagan king and queen. So, he 
was a hero to these people and he was a representative of the prophets. But, he is also somebody that 
these guys would have identified with. From their youngest childhood they would have known the 
stories of Elijah and the fact that Elijah never had a physical death. He was just taken up into Heaven by 
God. 

These two men represent the Law and the Prophets, but watch this. They also represent all of 
the saints of old who died without seeing the Messianic fulfillment of God’s prospering people through 
the Gospel. Going all the way back, the prophetic word of God in the garden is that, “I’m going to come 
into the world and I’m going to rescue people from their sin.” From that day forward, people lived their 
lives looking forward to Him. How did people get into Heaven? How did people have fellowship with 
God before Jesus came? By faith, they trusted that God was going to do what He said He was going to 
do; that God was going to fulfill His word, that God was going to send a Messiah, that the Savior was 
going to come into the world and rescue people from their sin. They made sacrifices, they submitted to 
the authority of the priesthood, they made treks to tabernacles and temples, and through generations 



and generations they faithfully taught their kids the Old Testament Law and the Old Testament 
Prophets. 

They were a nation of people who through inclusion evangelistically reached out and brought 
others in, represented by people like Rahab and Ruth. They reached the nations and brought them in to 
tell them the truth of the story that one day God is going to fulfill His promise to rescue people from 
their sin. Those people died believing that but never having seen it, and here stand two representatives 
of those people. “We are here. We have come from on high to be witnesses to what’s about to happen.” 
The glory of God is being revealed in humanity. This is not a cloud on a mountain. This is not a pillar of 
fire in the wilderness. This is not the filling of the Temple with smoke. This is a man who is God, 
emanating the radiance and glory of God. “We are eyewitnesses to it and we represent hundreds and 
thousands of years of faithful people who never got to see this day.” It’s a powerful moment. This is the 
first time that Moses steps foot in the Promised Land! Is that awesome? Is that not incredible? He is 
literally, physically, in this moment, standing on the land he did not get to possess. There he is. It is a 
fulfillment of thousands of years of God’s promises and in this moment here is who is seeing it—we are 
seeing it. You know why? Because we are represented by these three men who as Jesus’ inner circle 
become eyewitnesses to what happened. We are seeing it—the fulfillment of all of it. Messianic figures, 
representatives of the people, the two figures represent them all. The old saints had died in faith not 
having the promises fulfilled, and now Jesus’ day had come and the promises were fulfilled. 

Number three. The third facet of this is the use of the word ‘exodus’ by Moses. In the ESV it says 
‘departure’ but there is a footnote that says the word is ‘exodus.’ The actual word is ‘exodus.’ Moses 
was the messianic Christ figure in the exodus of the Israelites from the bondage and slavery of Egypt. 
That story was a foreshadowing of the Gospel. 

God is blessing this church, and it’s growing, and we are going to have to get a bigger place. I’ve 
always heard about churches growing and they have to go get a bigger place. We are going to have to do 
it. Isn’t that cool? It’s pretty awesome. But go back several years ago to when we were about forty or 
fifty people and we started a journey through the Book of Exodus. It was awesome. And that story is a 
foreshadowing of a greater exodus whereby Jesus, as the ultimate Deliverer, would lead people not out 
of slavery to another nation but out of slavery to sin. The way He would do it was by going to the cross, 
putting sin to death, putting temptation to death, putting Hell to death, and conquering it all so that we 
could be made not just righteous but free from the dominion of sin. Listen to the writer of Hebrews in 
chapter 2. Hebrews 2:10-15, 

 
“10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing 

many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he 
is not ashamed to call them brothers, 12 saying, 

“I will tell of your name to my brothers; 
    in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given me.” 
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise 

partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were 
subject to lifelong slavery.” 
 
See, at the cross, Jesus was providing the ultimate exodus. And at the tomb, when He came out, 

He brought us with Him. Literally, He led us through that resurrection. That’s why in baptism we identify 



with Him in His death and resurrection. So, Moses is pointing to a greater exodus, whereby God will lead 
people out of the bondage and decay of sin.  

In light of verses 21-22, which say this, 
 

“And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, 
“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised,”  
 
This moment is important for Peter, James, and John to hear His conversation relating to the 

coming glory of Christ that will only come through the ugliness and death on the cross. These men 
needed to hear it because they weren’t getting it. Moses is like, “When’s the exodus? When are you 
going to do this thing?” They are talking about it. Jesus is going to do this and these three men are 
hearing this. These three men who literally admonished and rebuked Jesus, “What are you talking about 
that you are going to die? You’re confused. This is going to be a kingdom thing.” They are hearing this 
revelation, which leads to number four. 

The fourth facet of this revelation is the voice of God affirming Jesus’ role and authority. God the 
Father spoke at the baptism of Jesus and that was the coronation of His public ministry. Now, God 
affirms the authority of Jesus, “Jesus is to be listened to and obeyed.” That was good for Peter to hear. 
Peter was always like, “Jesus, what are you talking about?” and Jesus would tell Peter, “You are acting 
like Satan. Get out of my way.” It’s also good for us to hear because don’t we often negotiate surrender 
when it comes to areas of our life? We’re like, “Jesus, you want me to give that up? You want me to do 
that? Can’t we just have something like a working partnership here?” No, Jesus wants it all and He takes 
it all. He wants your relationships, He wants your money, He wants your job, He wants your future. He’s 
already dealt with your past and you owe the rest of it to Him. 

There is this mindset that I can compartmentalize my life and give Jesus a big bunch of it but 
that I can keep these little parts of my life for myself. There are people sitting in this church right now 
that I have prayed today that the Holy Spirit of God will convict us of those areas of compromise in our 
lives; like, “I’ll hold onto this and do this my way.” Jesus is saying, “No, you should let it go and do it my 
way because I’m Lord, I’m God, I’m King. We are not negotiating those terms; they have already been 
established.” It’s a powerful thought to think that God the Father speaks and says, “Listen to what He 
says. Obey Him.” Don’t negotiate. Don’t make excuses. Don’t try to figure it out on your own. Just listen 
to Jesus. We’ve been given this, the Holy Bible, and as students of the Word we grow to maturity, and 
wisdom comes to us, and God gives us clarity, and discernment, and helps us understand His will for our 
lives, and helps us make good decisions, and helps us be better daddies, and mamas, and students, and 
workers, and employers, and employees, and it helps us really understand and grasp more fully how 
much He loves us. We listen to Him and we get what He promises. So, the voice of God affirming Jesus’ 
role and authority is critical. 

Number five, the last facet we are going to look at, is the disciples’ reaction to it all. I want to 
combine the reaction here in Luke 9, which is somewhat comical, to their long-term reaction. Right here, 
in this moment, picture it. Okay, you go with Jesus and you fall asleep, so you are already feeling like a 
loser when you wake up. You are with God in the flesh—I’d like to think I wouldn’t have Charlie 
Brown’ed it that bad, you know? Surely I could have stayed awake. Pinch yourself. Get up and walk 
around. 

Have you ever been driving at night and you’re like, “Whoa…rumble strips!! I should pull over 
and take a nap.” You’re slapping yourself. I remember not long ago but I forget who was in the car with 
me, and I just unloaded a slap right across my own cheek because everybody else was asleep. Two or 
three people popped up and said, “Huh? You good?” “Yeah, man, I’m real good right now.”  



But these dudes went up on the mountain with Jesus and the glory of God was about to be 
revealed and they fell asleep. They were literally asleep with Jesus in the presence of their life. They fall 
asleep and they wake up and you want to kind of warn Peter to not say anything dumb. This cloud 
descends and they are in the cloud. Think back to Exodus 32-34 when Moses went up into the cloud—
where did the people have to stay? They couldn’t even touch the mountain. Six weeks is how long 
Moses stayed up there. 

Remember when you were a kid and your parents were deliberating just how severe your 
punishment was about to be? I remember my dad would be, “Sit down in there and wait.” I couldn’t sit 
down. I’d be pacing the floor wondering what’s getting ready to happen. You are hoping there is going 
to be grace but you don’t understand at that point that sometimes grace is a good butt-whooping. 
Right? In your distorted view of grace you’re thinking, “Grace…grace…grace,” which means, “Don’t beat 
me. Please don’t spank me.” 

But the people wait for Moses for six weeks. They just wait. Then, Moses comes down off the 
mountain, the cloud lifts, and the glory of God is reflected off of him. But here, the disciples fall asleep 
and wake up, literally, all up in the middle of the glory of God. There’s a cloud literally resting on the 
mountain. Think about this. Things are starting to click and they are hearing Jesus reveal himself in a way 
that He’s been setting them up for but they just hadn’t been getting it. Now, it’s kind of like He’s giving 
them one of those, “You got it? Can you hear me now?” Then, there with Him, are the disciples who 
played make-believe when they were little. “Who are you going to be?...I’m going to be Joshua, Moses’ 
right-hand man. Let’s reenact the battle with the Amalekites….I don’t want to be Moses; he just sits with 
his hands up. I want to have a sword.” They are playing this stuff out and then they grow up with these 
men as their heroes. “Let’s play Elijah. I want to play the part where he chops all the prophets’ heads 
off….No, I get to be Elijah today. You were Elijah yesterday.” These are their heroes, and they wake up 
and there these men are. And somehow—I don’t know how—they know who they are. It’s not like they 
had watched video footage of them. You know? It’s not like there were paintings. But they know, and 
this revelation of God to them, and His graciousness to them in this moment, they thought, “That’s 
Moses. That’s Elijah. I know it. There’s Jesus. Look at the radiance of this moment. Let’s not leave. … 
What are we going to do? I know, we could camp out. We could make really elaborate shelters for you 
guys out of sticks, and leaves, and stuff, and it would be better than your celestial dwelling place in the 
presence of the Most High God. It would be awesome. We could camp out, man.” “Shh…Peter. Just let 
this happen, man. We will write about this later, okay? Just, shhhh.” 

But, when you compare their reaction to it in this moment to their reaction to it from the day 
that Jesus revealed himself after the resurrection, through the day that they were willing to lay down 
their own lives and die, here’s what Peter says about it in 2 Peter 1. Listen to what Peter says. This 
changed their lives. 2 Peter 1:16, 

 
“For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 
For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to 
him by the Majestic Glory,….” 
 
See, Peter’s getting it now. After some persecution, after some cross of Calvary, and some 

resurrection; after denying Him and having to be forgiven, after experiencing grace from Jesus in a 
completely new way—“You blew it. You messed up. You shouldn’t even get to be called an Apostle,” yet 
Jesus forgives him and extends grace. Peter understood it in a completely different way. 

 



“The voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, ‘This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased,’ 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for 
we were with him on the holy mountain.” 
 
Compare that with the last thing in our text, in verse 36, 
 

“And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent 
and told no one in those days anything of what they had seen.” 
 
I don’t know why they didn’t tell. Did Jesus say, “Don’t say anything”? I don’t know exactly 

what’s going on. Were they freaked out and thinking, “People will never believe us. Nobody is going to 
believe us. If we do tell them then the other two disciples are going to say, ‘You should have heard what 
Peter said. He’s like, “We should camp out.”’” I don’t know what was going on but there was a moment 
where they could not help but tell it to the world. “I was on the mountain. I saw the glory. This was 
before the resurrection. I’m an eyewitness to the resurrection but let’s rewind. Before Jesus ever went 
to Calvary, I was an eyewitness to the emanating, radiant glory of God coming through the God-man. He 
is who He said He was and He always was. We should worship Him for it. I’m willing to die for it.” Peter 
will go on to say, “To suffer with Jesus is to be with Jesus.” Peter is now like, “I get it. I get it, now.” The 
more Peter grew, and the more Peter experienced—Peter never got perfect in this life but he got it. He 
was an eyewitness and it changed him. 

 
“For we were with Him on the holy mountain.” 

 
Watch what he says. As powerful as this scene is that we’ve just watched, look at 2 Peter 1:19, 
 

“And we have the prophetic word more fully confirmed, to which you will do well 
to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts, 20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture 
comes from someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the 
will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
He says, “We were there. We saw it, and Jesus is the final Prophet. And what Jesus says—that’s 

the final authority. That’s the final word. Even the prophets of old—Elijah and Moses were legit, but 
listen, what they were doing they didn’t even fully understand. They were being carried along by the 
Holy Spirit, revealing Jesus, who would someday come into the world. But I’ve seen the finished deal. 
I’ve seen the glorified Son of God, raised, and exalted, and ascended to the right hand of God, where He 
is now, in His glory, physically dwelling there, promising to take us there with Him.” Peter got it and his 
life was changed. 

If you’ve met Jesus you should get it and your life should be changed. I should get it and my life 
should be changed. This should determine how I do everything. I should live my life in light of the glory 
of God. On my worst day, I should say with Paul to the Romans that I consider the sufferings of this 
present time not worth comparing to the glory that is to be revealed in Christ Jesus. On your worst day 
glory awaits and on your best day a greater glory awaits. 

Peter understood it. The disciples’ lives were changed and the changing of the disciples became 
literally one of the greatest defenses of the reality of who Jesus was in all of history. Men who would 
scatter and leave Him in His darkest hour were ultimately willing to preach the Gospel in the mouths of 
lions, in the face of Roman gladiatorial arenas, in the face of judges, and rulers, and kings who would put 



them to death, burn them alive, run them through with a sword. They proclaimed the Gospel because 
they had seen a glimpse of what awaited them—the glory of God. 

And we have full disclosure right here in our hands. What do we do with it? How do we respond 
to it? I don’t know how to tell you to respond. I don’t even know how to end this thing. I’ve wrestled and 
tried to wrap my brain around it. What’s the conclusion to this? We’ve seen the glory of God. I don’t 
dare tell you how to respond to that. But we can worship Him more fully. And if you’re not a Christian 
and you don’t know Jesus, He’s saying, “Come to me. I’ll forgive you.” All who call on the name of the 
Lord will be saved. If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead you will be saved. God has revealed himself to us in the person of Jesus. 
Amen? 

So, as a church tonight, if you don’t know Jesus we would love to talk to you. Me, and Rob, and 
several other pastors will be down front. There are guys who aren’t pastors who can talk to you. These 
guys on the front row are solid dudes. They love Jesus and they’ll tell you about Jesus and the Gospel. If 
you come down here we will pray with you and help you understand it. The invitation is clear. If you are 
a believer, worship Jesus. Let the same holy God that cleansed the lips of Isaiah, in Isaiah 16, cleanse our 
hearts and purify our minds and our lips tonight, to do the proclaiming work of the Gospel this week. 
Amen? 

God,	I	pray	that	as	we	worship	you	in	spirit,	truth,	and	song,	that	we	would	worship	you	
with	a	little	clearer	understanding	of	who	you	are,	and	what	you	are,	and	what	your	glory	revealed	
looks	like	in	our	lives.	Thank	you	for	this	story,	and	I	thank	you	for	this	scene,	and	I	thank	you	for	
this	moment	that	we’ve	been	brought	into	by	the	Gospel	writers.	I	thank	you	for	Luke’s	faithfulness	
to	obey	you	and	put	himself	into	a	position	to	be	able	to	give	an	eyewitness	testimony	account	and	
to	record	it.	I	thank	you	for	the	fact	that	by	your	Holy	Spirit	that	you	carried	him	along	when	he	
wasn’t	even	fully	understanding	what	he	was	writing.	I	thank	you	that	you	use	his	personality,	and	
his	language,	and	his	understanding	of	cultural	things	to	help	us	peer	into	what	was	going	on	in	
those	days.	God,	tonight,	I	pray	that	we	would	see	Jesus	as	fully	and	as	revealed	as	you	would	allow	
us	to.	God,	this	is	a	powerful	moment	in	history	after	hundreds	of	years	of	silence,	where	the	God	of	
Heaven	speaks	to	the	glory	that	is	due	His	name.	He	declares	it,	displays	it,	and	calls	us	into	it.	Help	
us	to	worship	you	because	you	are	worthy.	In	Jesus’	name.
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Turn, if you would, to the Book of Luke, chapter 9. I trust and hope you had a good week. I hope 

you were able to look ahead into the text we are going to cover tonight. We are going to finish out 
chapter 9 tonight. I also hope that discipleship groups were good this week. I didn’t have a chance to 
talk to anybody, but coming out of that text on the Transfiguration I’m sure there was a lot of 
conversation. So, from this point forward there is a major shift in the story. As we are going through 
Luke’s gospel we have gotten to the point where everything definitively shifts, and from here on out 
what we are looking at is the fact that Jesus is now making His way to the cross. From this point forward, 
He is making His way to Jerusalem and our text tonight actually says that. So, from here on out there is a 
little bit of a dynamic shift in the story. 

Up until this point, in the first nine and a half chapters of the Book of Luke, it’s been all about 
the person of who Jesus is, being revealed. Beginning with His birth and the declaration by the angels 
that God had come into the world and giving Him glory and worshipping Him. Then, through Jesus’ 
childhood years up through the beginning of His ministry—in His childhood years He increases in 
wisdom and stature, and God’s favor is with Him. Then, at His baptism the Spirit of God rests on Him. 
Then, in His early ministry days He declares himself to be the messianic deliverer that Isaiah prophesied. 
He says, “Here’s what I’ve come to do,” and He sort of lays out His mission with, “This is who I am. This is 
what I’m about. This is what I’m going to do,” and then Luke begins to give eyewitness accounts of Jesus 
doing just that—ministering to poor people, blind people, deaf people, lame people, people being 
brought back to life, and miraculous things happening; things that we cannot give any answer for other 
than they were supernatural and miraculous. The thing about a miracle is that it’s a miracle. It’s 
supernatural. It’s not explainable; it’s somewhat describable but it’s never going to be explainable. So, 
Jesus is doing that. He’s going around and doing things that are blowing people’s minds. So, the first 
nine chapters are predominately Jesus coming into the world and declaring himself to be who He is 
through His works, and His actions, and in fulfillment of prophecy. Now, from this point forward, 
through the rest of the book, is Jesus making His way to the cross. He’s going to the cross and from here 
on out that’s what He’s doing. 

So, we are going to pick the story up immediately from coming off the mountain from the 
Transfiguration. So, we will begin reading in verse 37 and we will cover through the end of the chapter, 
which is verse 62. If you are visiting with us, this is what we do—we simply go through books of the Bible 
here. So, here is where we will pick up. It’s been an incredible journey so far. 

 
“On the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, a great crowd 

met him.” 
 
This is the next day after the Transfiguration. To look back at the previous passage, what has 

happened is that Jesus has revealed himself; God has revealed himself to the circle of the inner three 
disciples who are closest to Jesus. They have seen Him literally in His majesty and glory. They’ve seen a 
perspective into Jesus’ holiness that they have never seen before. So, they are now coming off of the 
mountain as changed men, to some degree. Their perception and their perspective should be changed. 
Things are different for them now and we can all probably think of places or moments in our lives, 
whether it was some calamity that you went through, or some place in your personal worship where 
you have never been before, but oftentimes in our lives we can look back at places where God sort of 
redefined himself for us. Can you do that? Can you see at this moment, that tragedy, that loss, or this 
joy, like marriage? We have young, single guys who are like, “Please, Jesus, don’t come back yet. Let me 



get married and then we can do that.” That changes your life. But all of us who are married and have 
been for some time know that coming off of the mountain of newly married life that at some point early 
in the game you will face conflicts and adversity and learn how to work through and deal with that. So, 
as these men come off the mountain there is kind of a new perspective. They just had this incredible 
experience. 

Think about things that have changed your life. I always think of the birth of a child or, perhaps 
more drastically, the loss of a child changes your perspective on life. You can take that into other arenas 
of life. A divorce or marriage. The loss of a friend or the loss of a loved one. Or someone being cured of 
an illness that you thought was going to kill them. Major monumental or catastrophic events tend to 
change our perspective and in changing our perspective change the course of our lives. 

So, these men are coming off the mountain with a completely new perspective. It was 
cataclysmic in terms of how they view God. They have seen Jesus literally transfigured. And we are going 
to see, real quickly, that we can probably identify with them because we have the privilege of hindsight 
when we read this. But these guys seem to not get it. 

I was listening to a Scottish pastor give a sermon on this while I was on my lawnmower this 
week. I love to listen to Scottish pastors and there is a website you can go to, to listen to different 
Scottish pastors. You know that I love Alistair Begg but this wasn’t him. He’s kind of polished his accent 
and it sounds a little more like an American accent. This guy I was listening to was legit. I mean, he was 
growling his r’s out. He’s as Scottish as can be and he said, “I wonder, as these men have come down the 
mountain, if what has happened is that they are thinking that Jesus was the lucky one. He got to hang 
out with Elijah. He got to hang out with Moses. These are the legends of our faith. These are the legends 
of our history. These are the men who mean everything to us; and our Master, our Rabbi, our teacher 
just got to hang out with them. They’ve missed the whole point, perhaps, that it was those men who 
had the great joy and privilege of standing in that circle with Jesus and seeing Him transfigured in that 
way.” They’ve missed the point. Often, I think we miss the point of who Jesus is and what He’s about. 
Lots of times we grab hold of the wrong thing, and maybe that’s what’s going on. I don’t know. 

At any rate, they have come down the mountain and a great crowd has met them. 
 

“And behold, a man from the crowd cried out, ‘Teacher, I beg you to look at my 
son, for he is my only child. 39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It 
convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly leave 
him.’” 
 
So, the story is that this boy is demon possessed. He is controlled by a demon and he seems to 

be having something like violent epileptic seizures. It’s very scary but it’s more than physical and 
neurological; it’s spiritual. A lot of us have been in situations where there is a neurological treatment, 
there’s a medical treatment, or there’s a physical treatment. We have men and women in our church 
who work in that field professionally. Those of us who have had to visit that field, either personally 
because of our own struggles and issues or because we have had loved ones go through that, we know 
for a fact that it is a real thing that people struggle neurologically, psychologically, and emotionally in 
life. Oftentimes, a horrible, traumatic experience can drive that. Oftentimes, abuse as a child drives that, 
or addiction drives that, or both, or one leads to the other. But we do know that there are times that 
medical treatment is needed. There are times where psychological treatment is needed. But what we’re 
talking about here is purely spiritual and the effects of it are physical. It’s purely spiritual but the effects 
of it are physical. We are not talking about a young man who just has some mental disturbance or 
mental illness. He is literally under the control of demonic forces. 

For us, we oftentimes don’t have the insight into a person’s life to know whether they are or 
whether they aren’t. Perhaps you’ve had coworkers, family members, people in your life who have been 



under strong demonic possession or oppression and you don’t even know how to rectify it in your mind. 
It seems like they are just psychologically out of sync, or emotionally distraught, and perhaps it’s 
spiritual. 

So, this young man is in this horrible situation where he’s possessed by demons and the effect of 
it is very violent. If you can imagine a young man, we don’t know his exact age, but imagine a young man 
who is violently thrown to the ground. Especially, as a parent, we see the desperation in the father in 
just a few moments. But he’s thrown to the ground and it’s violent and convulsive. This young man spits 
and loses control of his bodily functions. 

I’ll never forget one time while we were at Orphanage Emanuel in Honduras where many of you 
have been. We’ve traveled there often and have spent a lot of time there in the last fifteen to twenty 
years. I remember in our earlier days there, this young man had just been dropped off at the orphanage 
and he was having a seizure. A group of boys were gathered around this young man and he began to 
have this seizure and the boys began to laugh at him. It was a really disturbing moment. I think part of it 
was that they didn’t know what was going on. They were young and he was a little bit older. I remember 
picking this boy up and carrying him a pretty long distance, maybe a quarter of a mile, to try to get him 
to the little infirmary they have there, where there is a nurse on staff. As I carried him, he literally 
defecated on himself. He was losing control of all his bodily functions. There was urine, and mucus, and 
saliva. It was very graphic, and violent, and grotesque. I’m carrying this boy and his eyes are rolled back. 
He’s convulsing and I remember just praying over him and saying, “Lord, I pray that you would bring him 
out of whatever he’s under.” I don’t know if it was purely physical, or if it was spiritual, or if it was 
demonic. I don’t know. I never found out because we left a day or two later. I remember getting that 
boy into the nurse’s station where she began treatment on him but what I really remember is feeling 
completely helpless. I was carrying this hundred and thirty pound body and my adrenaline was pushing 
and surging, and I remember thinking, “I’ve just got to get him up this hill to the infirmary,” but once it 
was over I just remember the crash afterwards, like, “I don’t know what’s going to happen now.” 

Sometimes people are under great physical strain in situations but oftentimes I believe demons 
are real. The Word of God is clear and teaches that Satan is real. He’s the prince of the power of air but 
Jesus rules over principalities and powers. But they are real, they are at work, they hate you, they hate 
me. People live under drug addiction and oftentimes there is demonic influence and oppression but it 
gets very complicated and confusing because our biggest trouble is our own sin, not Satan. Your biggest 
enemy is not Satan; your biggest enemy is your flesh and its wrongful desires. 

So, what we see in this story is this young man is under control of something that is legitimately 
out of himself. This is a unique situation. So, I would warn you against saying, “Well, I’ve got the flu,” or 
“I’ve got gout,” or “I have a runny nose,” or “I cannot stop looking at pornography,” or “I have got an 
addiction…so Satan must have control of me,” when, in fact, what’s happening is that you are yielding to 
the flesh and you are not rising up with that which God has put in you, saying, “Greater is He that is in 
me than he that is in the world,” or “In Christ we overwhelmingly conquer.” We are not talking about a 
boy who is embattled with personal sin. We are talking about one who, it seems in the text, is 
completely under the control and dominion of an evil spirit. 

So, the boy’s father says, 
 

“And I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 
 
This is interesting. Just several weeks ago, in the first part of chapter 9, we saw Jesus 

commission these men to go on mission. In the first six verses, Jesus says, “You are going on mission. 
You are going to do work. You are going to proclaim the Gospel. You are going to do the work that I’m 
doing now.” We also know that in the next passage that we will look at next week, Jesus commissions 
them again. And one of the things that He will empower His disciples to do is go out and cast out 



demons and deal with these types of situations. We also see it play out in the early Church in the Book 
of Acts. 

If you have ever traveled to third world countries or dark parts of the world, oftentimes this 
happens in other cultures. In America, sometimes I think that Satan kind of has it on cruise control 
because we are self-destructing, because materialism, and idolatry, and all that is pervasive in our 
society is damaging and ruining enough lives and relationships as it is, so he doesn’t have to do this kind 
of work often. But in places where people are poor and have nothing else to hang onto, the chaos and 
desperation that something like this creates is overwhelming. It not only overwhelms the person and 
the father in this situation, but it overwhelms men and women of faith. It overwhelms the disciples who 
have been given the power to deal with these types of situations but they lose faith and they lose 
power. In losing faith they lose power, because we learned with the woman who had the issue of blood, 
when Jesus said to her, “Your faith has made you whole,” is that active faith unlocks the power of God in 
a person’s life. When I believe and act on that belief, it unlocks the power of God in my life. 

John G. Patton, in the New Hebrides islands, was trying to figure out how to translate the word 
‘faith’ into this cultural language where there was no word that mirrored that word and there was no 
good translation. He came up with sort of an anecdotal word that literally means ‘to lean all of your 
weight into something.’ It was the idea of leaning over a cliff and trusting in the person who was holding 
you back from falling off the edge of that cliff. But the faith that is required to lean out over and into 
that thing is overwhelming. If you are scared of heights this might particularly resonate with you. I’ve 
heard of people who have such an overwhelming fear of heights that they lose all rational thinking 
processes when they find themselves in a place where it’s really high, like on the edge of a building, or in 
a skyscraper, or in an airplane. 

I remember as a kid growing up and watching the “A Team.” In every episode there was some 
deal where they had to trick B.A. Baracus into getting on an airplane. They’d conk him in the head, or 
give him an injection, or make him drink some milk, which was his favorite drink, and they’d put a 
sleeping pill in it. He would go unconscious and they would get him on a plane and get him to where 
they were going. He’d wake up and say, “Alright, fools. How did you get me here? How’d you get me on 
the plane?” There’s a fear of heights. But imagine having this overwhelming, suffocating fear of 
something and then laying all of your weight into something you can’t even see in that moment. That’s 
the way faith would be described. 

So, we don’t know exactly what’s happening here but it seems like the disciples are probably 
trying to do this on their own. Maybe they’ve just lost faith. Maybe they are just exhausted from 
ministry. There are days, and times, and situations in your life where you just feel faithless because you 
are beat down and worn out. I don’t what the situation is exactly but they can’t do it. Their faith is not 
able to activate the power of God in their lives. So, Jesus blasts them a little bit, 

 
“Jesus answered, ‘O faithless and twisted generation.’” 

 
I can’t help but think that Jesus has just come down from that glorious scene that we looked at 

last week with Elijah and Moses, and He has to be contrasting this in His mind, “I was just hanging out 
with Elijah and Moses in all of my glory, and the glory of the Father, and God was speaking to me. Now, I 
come down here to these knuckleheads.” He probably looks at Judas and thinks, “I know what you are 
up to old boy. I know where this ends. I am so frustrated,” and He gives them a good earful.  

 
“Jesus answered, ‘O faithless and twisted generation, how long am I to be with 

you and bear with you? Bring your son here.’ 42 While he was coming, the demon threw 
him to the ground and convulsed him.’” 
 



So, this demon is just lashing out in a final push to take control of this young man’s life.  
 

“But Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to 
his father. 43 And all were astonished at the majesty of God.” 
 
Now, look at this. This is really interesting. In verse 43, that phrase “majesty of God”—if you’re a 

person who draws in your Bible—. This is my preaching Bible, I don’t draw in it but I’m really tempted to 
do it right here. I have another Bible that I lay beside this one and it’s all marked up. But if you are a 
Bible drawer, in verse 43, we read, 

 
“All were astonished at the majesty of God.” 

 
If we went back into the Transfiguration story, what was happening there is that God was 

revealing the majesty in Christ. So, these three have been on the mountain of Transfiguration. We 
looked at this last week. They saw the glory of God displayed and now, as God comes down the 
mountain, what happens is that all people are astonished at the majesty of God. In 2 Peter 1:16-21, 
when Peter gives his account of this situation, he says that what they saw on the mountain was the 
Majesty of God. 

Let me tell you something. Break from your mind the idea that you have to go into a certain 
context, or situation, or place to see the glory and majesty of God displayed. Is it not true that men have 
come to faith in Jesus in the worst prison situations imaginable? Harlots have been saved out of 
brothels. Drug addicts have been saved with needles hanging from their arms. We do not have to go up 
into a cathedral-like situation to meet Jesus. He meets people in their brokenness, in their depravity, 
and in their sin. But some of us were saved on a Sunday morning at the First Baptist Church on Easter 
Sunday. It doesn’t really matter—Jesus meets people where they are at and He takes them out of the 
dominion and bondage of sin and He saves them. What happens in that is that people see the majesty of 
God revealed in salvation. When God saves people, the majesty and glory of God is on display. Everyone 
here who is a believer—God’s majesty has, at least at one point in your life, been displayed in and 
through your life. God saved you and He displayed His glory in bringing the dead to life. 

Now, what happens in the next portion of our text is really interesting because Jesus is doing 
things that are going to kind of bookend moments on the part of the disciples that most of us can 
probably really identify with. 

 
“While they were all marveling at everything he was doing, Jesus said to his 

disciples, 44 ‘Let these words sink into your ears.’” 
 
He’s saying, “Think about this. Let this sink in.” 
 

“The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.” 45 But they did 
not understand this saying, and it was concealed from them, so that they might not 
perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about this saying.” 
 
So, you continue to see contrasts in the Book of Luke. The contrast here that is very evident is 

the contrast that Jesus knows what He’s about, He knows where He’s going, He knows what He’s up to, 
He knows what His mission is, and the disciples just don’t get it. People, to this day, I would say that this 
is the most prevalent mindset in the world today; we define, and redefine, and reconstruct Jesus to fit 
into our worldview or to fit into our situation. I try to make Him be what I want or need Him to be in my 
life. People love the idea of a messianic figure, a savior, one who brings hope, one who brings authority, 



but then we begin to diminish His person and work so that we can fit him into the part of our life where 
He is most convenient. Most often, in our culture it’s, “I got saved,” or, “I got baptized.”  

I was having a conversation with my dear, sweet, amazing mother this week, who I love to 
death, is a soul winning, Gospel-slinging lady. If you go out to eat with her and get comfortable, you are 
going to have church, prayer, revival, and a laying on of hands with the server. She will throw down in 
any environment. She’s really funny because she’s like Bapticostal. She gets real excited and there is no 
holding back. Her theology is sometimes a little loose but we are working through that. It’s okay—she’s 
only been on Earth for six and a half decades. She’s got time and we’re gonna get there. She’s growing. 
It’s a good reminder to me—she’s not letting off the throttle in her pursuit of Jesus. She’s sixty-five and 
it’s like she just went into the next gear and it’s awesome. So, we were talking and she said, “My heart is 
grieving heavy because I’m surrounded by people in my world, in the Bible Belt particularly, who think 
that they are okay because at some point they got saved or baptized but there has never been evidence 
of Christ at work in their life. There has never been victory or deliverance from sin. There’s never been 
fruit on display in their lives.” So, what happens is that people take Jesus culturally or socially and fit Him 
into the context that they want to fit Him into and make Him be what they want Him to be. This is no 
different from an atheistic worldview where people diminish the idea of who Jesus is. It doesn’t 
matter—if we don’t take Christ for who He is, and who He says He is, and who He shows himself to be, 
then we are doing this—we are making Him out to be something that we don’t have the authority make 
Him out to be. There is only one way to salvation and that is through surrender to the full and 
completed work of Jesus. There is no other way—that’s how we come to faith in Jesus. 

So, what’s happening in this passage is that Jesus is saying, “Here’s what I’m doing. I’m going to 
the cross,” and they are going, “Whoa, whoa…I’m not sure I’m tracking this.” They are really confused 
because that doesn’t fit into their idea. We find out what their idea is in the next few verses. 

 
“An argument arose among them as to which of them was the greatest.” 

 
Comparison, by the way, is a horrible thing. It will ruin your life. 
 

“But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of their hearts, took a child and put him by his 
side 48 and said to them, ‘Whoever receives this child in my name receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives him who sent me. For he who is least among you all is the 
one who is great.’” 
 
We know that the Jews cherished children. We know from passages both in the Torah and the 

Old Testament, and in the Psalms, and Proverbs, and wisdom literature that children were considered a 
heritage from the Lord in Jewish context. We also know from writings in the Talmud and Apocryphal 
writings that Jewish people did not consider the voice, or testimony, or opinion of a child like something 
worth listening to. Here’s what happens—in certain cultural or social contexts kids are sort of cute, nice, 
we love them, we’re glad they are here, but we ignore them. Or in some cultural contexts, in some 
homes and situations that are prevalent in our world today, kids run the show. If you are that house, 
you need to get a hold of that. You need to fix that. A home where a ten year old is in charge, or a 
sixteen year old is in charge, or a three year old is in charge is a dysfunctional, upside down situation. 
That child is not going to come to faith in Jesus because they are learning how to exert their will and not 
submit it. 

So, what we have here is a specifically cultural moment where Jesus is bringing attention to a 
child and He is addressing the humility of a child. He is not saying that you have to become like a child in 
the sense that you have to go backwards in your mentality. Here’s what He’s saying…. It’s always 
encouraging when people talk about the sermon or the message and they come up and share 



something. I love that and it’s awesome. Last week I had so many people on Sunday night and through 
the week talk about the sermon. It was extremely invigorating because I can tell you that I had one of 
the most stressful, exhausting weeks of the last ten years this past week. It was very intense and there 
was a lot going on. It was very encouraging. I felt like God is breaking me down enough in this season of 
life to where when someone gives a word of encouragement, “That was an awesome sermon,” that it is 
awesome. It’s almost like a relief, “Good. Thank you Jesus,” rather than a puffing up effect, because I 
was afraid that maybe I Charlie Brown’ed that one. There is affirmation that you get sometimes and 
that’s awesome. So, I always appreciate that, but as much as I appreciate that, do you know what I love 
more than anything? It’s when one of these little ones who has just moved out of our Treehouse 
program and is now in here and listening to these sermons, walks up and hands me a picture. Usually, 
it’s a picture that they drew of me, and I’m usually preaching, and usually my head is way out of 
proportion. Oftentimes, I’m wearing a muscle shirt and flexing. But, at any rate, that doesn’t matter. The 
point is that they are listening and they say, “I listened to you preach and drew a picture.” Oftentimes, 
there are different scenes from the text in the background, and they say, “I made you this.” There is this 
simplicity and humility in the way they are approaching it. 

When Jesus is talking about the humility of a child in Scripture, He is not talking about humility 
in the way that we tend to think about humility. We think that humility is like, “I’m nobody. Glory to 
God.” There can be a dangerous slip into a false humility where I am giving lip service to it and saying, 
“Woe is me. I’m nothing,” but my life is not lining up with that. If you think about it, very few children 
cognitively or aggressively act in pride. We see the effects of the sin nature because pride is the root of 
all sin but when you watch kids they just live in the moment. They just love in the moment. They hug in 
the moment. They giggle in the moment. They rejoice in the moment. So, I think there is something 
about walking with Jesus and living with Jesus where if we can moment by moment enjoy who He is, 
enjoy fellowship with Him, worship Him for the way He has made us to worship, and quit overthinking it 
but don’t underthink it. Rein your zeal in and make sure it’s riding on the back of knowledge but don’t 
rev knowledge up so hard that it throws you out the back window and runs off with that zeal. We need 
zeal in accordance with knowledge and we need the humility of a child that says, “Jesus loves me this I 
know, for the Bible tells me so.” We need the glory of a child that looks at something so simple in nature 
and is blown away by it. 

We love the moments like last night when I was fishing with Moe. I took Moses fishing and we 
were focused. I promised him we’d go because we bought a fishing pole this week. He said, “Did we get 
this fishing pole because I didn’t get any spankings today?” I said, “No, we are getting this fishing pole 
because we are going fishing and this is a glorious moment.” This is a big moment in a kid’s life when he 
picks out his fishing pole. He was going to pick a bad one so I picked one for him and made him think he 
picked it. I wanted it to last so I was going to spend some money on it. So, we bought the pole and we 
went fishing at the pond that I knew had recently been stocked with a lot of fish. I knew what time the 
farmer fed the fish and we waited as long as we could after that feeding. At that time of day I knew right 
where the fish sort of huddled up. They were trout but they were in a pond, and if you know anything 
about trout fishing that’s like shooting fish in a barrel, but it doesn’t matter when you’re four. We were 
fishing old school with the bobber. The bobber went under and we were jerking the hooks out of the 
fishes’ mouths. Four out of five we were missing but that didn’t matter because all of a sudden a 
dragonfly went by and Moses was gone—fishing took a back seat. Now, we were chasing dragonflies 
and that led to chasing geese, and the next think we knew we were tackling geese. It was glorious. It was 
an hour of wonder in a child’s world and I thought, “I need to live like this more often.” 

When Jesus says, “Live like children in the way that you see me and experience me,” my 
question to you tonight is, “Is that the way you live with Jesus?” Never has there been a moment where 
that four year old child sits and analyzes my love for him. He just feels it. He just experiences it. Jesus 
says, “You’re concerned with who is greatest? If you will understand who I am and how much I love you, 



that won’t be something you’re concerned with.” I don’t want to sell the illustration short, because we 
know that little children also teach us how ugly and gnarly comparison can be, right? They do this. “He 
got more…she got more…I wanna go first,” but the point is this; the humility of a child is simply to live in 
the moment and in the glory and the beauty of a situation and appreciate and experience it….and love 
without inhibition. Love without inhibition. A child is so quick to forgive. A child is so quick to worship 
Jesus. A child is so quick to forget that you wronged them. But as adults we tend to hang onto those 
grudges and we tend to let our joy be deeply affected long term rather than getting over it. Jesus says, 
“You guys are obsessed with comparing yourselves to each other. You should be obsessed with Jesus.” I 
think there is something else to this illustration with the kids, where we see Jesus repeatedly say, “Take 
care of those who are lowly. Love people who are down and out.”  

Question: Do you open your home to dirty people? When is the last time an addict was in your 
house? When is the last time a broken woman who is devastated because of the relationships in her life 
sat in your home and dined with you at your table? When is the last time someone graced your 
presence (not you graced theirs) who smelled bad because they had not bathed? When is the last time 
you walked out of your subdivision, or your community, or your street and into the projects, or that 
really rundown housing development, or that place where we don’t go because we know what goes on 
there? Are we doing that? Are we loving the ‘least of these’? Are we loving those who are lowly? 
Because Jesus will often tell us to do that. When is the last time you visited a widow or sat at the 
bedside of someone who is terminally ill and doesn’t have any family? When is the last time you reached 
out to a kid who doesn’t have a mom or dad? Jesus wants us to do that. He cares about these people. 

But the disciples just care about themselves in this moment. They are just arguing, “I’m 
better…you’re better…who’s greatest?...I’m greatest.” I wonder if those three who saw the 
Transfiguration were in the conversation, like, “Fellas, look. There is no comparison here. We were on 
the mountain and we will tell you about it later. Right now, it’s kind of top secret.” We love to do that, 
don’t we? “I can’t tell you. It’s kind of big information that only important people get to have. But just 
trust me, there’s no comparison here. This is a three man race about who is the greatest.” Peter is 
saying, “I woke up first—I’m just saying.” 

 
“John answered, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us.’ 50 But Jesus said to him, 
‘Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.’” 
 
So, you have Jesus doing this great thing and teaching this great lesson and they are arguing 

over who’s the greatest. Now they are like, “Oh, you don’t want us to shoot each other? Well, we’re 
shooting somebody. It’s that guy…bang!” They start taking shots at people who are doing Gospel work. 
Is it not true that the worst pain comes from friendly fire?  

I’ll never forget the story of a combat veteran named Pat Tillman who left the NFL. Some of you 
know his story. He left the lucrative profession of a professional sports career to join the Army Ranger 
Battalion at the early stages of the war in Afghanistan. News came that he had been killed in combat. 
And over the following weeks it was revealed that he was shot by one of our men in a friendly fire 
incident. I remember the injustice, and the hollowness, and the gravity of that. I thought, “Man, if we 
had just identified ourselves better. If we had just communicated better. What caused that? That didn’t 
have to happen. I’m sure that didn’t have to happen.” And it didn’t. You read the detailed report and it 
didn’t have to happen; it was tragic. 

How often in church are we hurt by our own people? We are taking shots. We don’t need to do 
that. Jesus tells us don’t do that. Jesus will address these types of situations later but right now He’s just 
saying, “Hey, if they are doing Gospel work let them do Gospel work. You don’t have the corner on 
ministry here. Oftentimes in a church we like to criticize people from other denominations, or other 



nations, or other backgrounds who practice a certain way, or dress a certain way in worship, or don’t do 
things the way we do things. The older I get and the more I do ministry the more I realize that we have a 
defined enemy. We do not have to nose punch each other in the Church. We need to be united and 
unified in the advance of the Gospel. If that means that we lock arms with the Assemblies of God, and 
the Church of God, and even the Catholic Church, if we have to do it; if they stand on the authority of 
Scripture and we are dealing with the people who hold to the main doctrines that we hold to let’s do it 
and let’s move the Gospel forward; not for political gain, not so we get our candidate in place, but so we 
stop abortion, or so we reach the nations with the Gospel, or so that unreached people groups hear the 
name of Jesus. We have work to do so we should work together. 

When people step out of doctrinal lanes and into the heretical, we call them out and shoot 
those things down. It is really clear in Scripture—In Titus 1:9 and Titus 2:1, Paul instructs Titus as a young 
pastor. He says, “When you see someone teaching wrong doctrine, call them out. Address it. Rebuke 
that person.” There is a time and a place to rebuke someone but that is kind of like putting your finger 
on the trigger and pointing it. You better be sure that when you pull the trigger that you are responsible 
for that bullet, because where it goes and who it kills is something I’m going to give an account for. So, 
when I’m attacking other people in the Gospel work, it better be on the grounds of doctrinal heresy, or 
they are doing something that Scripture clearly forbids, or they are leading people astray, or they are 
trying to run out light and bring in darkness. There is a reason and a place to fight but too often in the 
Church we fight and backbite. There are people in this church that tonight should tremble at the idea 
that Jesus says, “Don’t you dare worship me until you go to the person you’ve said something ugly about 
and you put that right.” If you are sitting here tonight, I would warn you from Scripture that if you have 
said ugly things, thought ugly things, sown discord, slandered another, run someone’s name in the 
ground—or, maybe it’s not that blatant. Maybe it’s conjecture. Maybe it’s words like, “What do you 
think about her? She just seems a little strange. What do you think about him? I don’t know what I think 
about that situation.” You have created character integrity issues for that person. You better go make it 
right because you don’t have the authority to do that. 

Jesus says, “What are we doing here? We are worried about who is going to get the credit and 
we are attacking our own? What are we doing?” On the bookends of this thing where Jesus first says, 
“We are driving out demons and we are taking back ground, and we want the faith of a child, so please 
stop doing this,” in the very next verse, in verse 51, it says, 

 
“When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to 

Jerusalem.” 
 
See, Jesus is on His way to the cross. He’s focused. Here’s what’s wrong with the disciples—they 

don’t see the cross. That’s the exact same thing that’s wrong with us on most days when we are not 
walking in obedience; we are not looking at the cross, where between Heaven and Earth hung the God-
man on my behalf, His body broken for me, His blood shed for me so that I don’t have to live under the 
weight of my sin or anybody else’s; so that I can be free, so that I don’t have to earn God’s favor, so that 
I don’t have to prove myself to somebody else; so that I can simply receive in faith what God has given 
me. Jesus set His face to the cross. He said, “I’m going to Jerusalem.” 

Jerusalem was the place that killed the prophets. The Old Testament even said that. Jesus will go 
there and He will be mocked and ridiculed. It’s not that He gets killed—it’s the manner in which He goes 
to the cross. Even the days leading up to it and the hours of the night before in His trial, where He is 
mocked, and ridiculed, and beaten, Peter says that nothing was in His mouth that would speak against 
those people. No deceit, no guile, no revenge; Jesus did not go back in revenge against those who He 
could have snuffed out in a moment. Jesus is focused on the cross. At one point, Peter says to Him, “I 



don’t want you to go. What are you talking about?” and Jesus calls him Satan. He’s like, “Don’t you get 
in my way. I’m focused. I know what I’m about.” 

If you are a Christian you should know what you’re about and that should take you straight back 
to the cross of Christ where your righteousness was declared and your identity was redefined. Who you 
are is not determined by what you do and how you perform. It’s not. 

So, Jesus, I think, is showing us four mistakes that most Christians make. I want to give you these 
four mistakes that these guys are making and that I think most Christians make, which are especially 
helpful. This comes from Kent Hughes’s incredible commentary on the Book of Luke. 

The first one is this. They are not trusting God to do what only He can do. They are not trusting 
God to do what only He can do. This scenario, this situation, this scene with the demon possessed boy—
I don’t know the exact details. Mark gives us a little more insight into it. But they are not trusting God. 
This is something that only Christ can do and they are not trusting Him as they should. We do that. We 
tend to not trust the Lord to do what only He is capable of doing in our lives. Their actions revealed that 
they didn’t have the faith that they needed. I think, oftentimes, in my life my actions reveal that I don’t 
have and live by the faith that I need. I try to do things in my own power. We are probably all guilty of 
that. We try to manage our finances our own way. We try to fix what’s broken in relationships our own 
way. We need to trust the Lord to do those things. We need to trust Him for the faith of our friends, and 
family, and neighbors who don’t know Him and we need to trust Him to do what He can do. We need to 
trust Him that He will free us from whatever it is that seems to keep us in bondage. Jesus sets people 
free. Mary Magdalene was ruled and run by seven demons and Jesus set her free. Talk about psychosis; 
that woman was a lunatic. That woman was an absolute wingnut. She was out of her mind and boom!—
she becomes a staple, foundational pillar in the early Church because Jesus planted her foot firmly in 
forgiveness and new identity in His righteousness. And all of that is tied to the cross. 

Number two. The second mistake that most Christians make that we learn from the disciples 
here is that they take their eyes off of the cross. They take their eyes off of the cross. We said we have 
to look to the cross constantly. We have to look back to the cross. The disciples weren’t looking ahead to 
the cross. For us, we have to look back at the cross and constantly remind ourselves of the power of the 
cross. In that, remember that Jesus went to the cross; He went to Calvary on our behalf. It’s not selfish 
for you to think, “Jesus died for me.” I remember when I was wrestling with doctrine as a young 
Christian in my late twenties. I was going, “Okay, I’m trying to figure out how God is glorified in 
everything. Is it okay for me to say that if I was the only person alive that He would have gone to the 
cross for me?” You better say that. That way you understand the weight, and value, and glory of the 
cross. He died for you specifically. He cares for you specifically. He loves you intrinsically. The cross 
reminds us of that. 

Number three is that we seek greatness for ourselves. The disciples’ conversation seems 
obnoxious to us, but to be honest with ourselves we can probably identify with them. Let’s be honest, 
we can identify with them. We compare ourselves to the wrong people. Comparison can be a good 
thing, you know? “I want to be like that guy one day. He’s really shown me what Christ is like. I want to 
grow more like him….I want to love my wife like that guy does. He’s so faithful…I want to love my kids 
like that guy…I want to be an employer like that guy…I want to run my business like that man.” There 
are things we can learn from people, so comparison can be a good thing, but comparison can also be an 
absolute nightmare because it can rob us of joy, and purpose, and direction, and focus. It can get us off 
track so that we are going down a path that God does not intend for us to go down because we are 
trying to copycat somebody else. It can rob our joy because we are not content with who God has 
created us to be. Seeking greatness for ourselves—Jesus crushes that in Philippians 2, where He says, 
“Don’t look to yourselves but look to others…don’t exalt yourselves but look to others and prefer them, 
and love them, and want what’s best for them.” That’s what Jesus did and He exampled that for us. 



The fourth mistake that Christians tend to make is that we tend to fight the wrong enemy. We 
tend to fight the wrong enemy. As we said, the Church is often so critical of any other church or 
denomination that is not exactly like theirs. We fight the wrong enemy, we turn on the people we 
should love, we address things that don’t need to be addressed, and we attack what we don’t need to 
attack. Additionally, here’s the thing—we are to be warned that as we live our lives for Jesus we must 
live by faith, looking only to Jesus for the strength we need each day. We must keep our eyes on the 
cross of Christ so that we see our sin and His great sacrifice and are reminded of the one and only boast 
we have as believers—we boast in the cross of Christ. Additionally, we are to serve Christ by serving 
others and kill any attitude of superiority, and instead put others first. 

Finally, we are to fight the real enemies of the Gospel. We don’t want to kill other believers and 
their testimonies by friendly fire. We have a common enemy and we need to go to war together, not 
against one another.  

So, we get to this verse, where Jesus sets His face to go to Jerusalem, and it says, 
 

“And he sent messengers ahead of him, who went and entered a village of the 
Samaritans, to make preparations for him. 53 But the people did not receive him, because 
his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 And when his disciples James and John saw it, they 
said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 
55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 And they went on to another village.” 
 
I’m going to be honest; I have to kind of respect these guys here. I think there is faith and zeal in 

what they are doing. They are like, “Come on, Lord. We will get it right this time. I know we blew it on 
the demon possessed kid but we were with you on the mountain so we aren’t really responsible for 
that. So, let us show them what’s up. We will call fire down and just destroy this place. It will be 
awesome. They can’t talk to you like that. They can’t treat you like that.” But Jesus, remember, is 
headed for the cross and the cross is a place of sacrifice and suffering where He is going to lay His life 
down. It is not His time to establish His eternal kingdom. That is going to be established through the 
cross of Christ. So, He says, “You know, they are rejecting us now but ultimately most people are going 
to reject Christ.” 

You care enough about people to share the Gospel with them. You care enough about people to 
love them and give them Jesus. Statistically, they are going to reject what you have. That’s what’s going 
to happen. There are no ministries, ever, in the history of the world, I dare say, that are primarily 
identified and defined by winning everyone in their area over to Jesus. The closest thing I can think of 
would be like a tribe or a people group where everyone receives the Gospel, but when we are talking 
about the big picture, Jesus said it’s just going to be a little, narrow path, where few people are on their 
way to Heaven, on their way to glory. But there is this big, wide path that leads to destruction and most 
people are going to jump on that train. 

So, rejection is actually a huge part of Jesus’ ministry. After feeding the five thousand, John 
records for us in John 6, that Jesus has this massive group of people around Him and He says, “Here’s 
the deal. I see you are all here but I think what’s up is this; you loved getting lunch yesterday and since 
you are hungry you want lunch again today. But here’s the deal. You can eat the fish sandwiches; that 
was cool. I was glad to do it. But you have to eat my flesh.” Everybody is like, “Whoa!” “And you have to 
drink my blood.” “I’m not that hungry. I’m out.” So, what He is saying is, “Don’t forget that I’m the God-
man who will go to the cross and die on your behalf.” But people reject that. They don’t like that 
because that means lordship and submission, and people don’t want to lay down control of their own 
lives. They want to be in charge. They want to sleep with who they want to sleep with. They want to 
snort and shoot up what they want to snort and shoot up. They want to watch what they want to watch. 
They want to spend their money where they want to spend it. They want to work where they want to 



work. They want to beat their kid or abandon their kid or do whatever is most convenient. People want 
to be in charge of their own lives. They want their own attitudes, their own vocabularies, their own 
vernacular, and to come to Christ requires a man to die to himself, and to lay his life down so that Christ 
might take it up. So, people reject Him and it’s a common theme throughout the Gospels and we can 
expect it in our own lives.  

Verse 57, 
 

“As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you 
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow 
me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, 
“Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” 61 Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at 
my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is 
fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
This is an extremely convicting teaching. Jesus is headed to the cross and one of the Gospel 

writers says He sets His face like stone to the cross. He’s committed. He’s focused. He is not deviating. 
He is going to Calvary’s cross and we know that along the way that everybody jumps ship for the most 
part. But He just keeps going. He just goes straight to the cross because it is through the cross that He 
will experience resurrection and exaltation and that’s what leads to our salvation. So, on His way to the 
cross people are jumping ship and Jesus says that here are three examples. Some people are content 
with the security that this world offers. They want to follow Jesus but they want to also have the 
security that this world offers. Jesus is not going to call everybody to live in poverty. He’s not going to 
call everyone to go to the ends of the Earth. He is going to call everybody to take up their cross, and die 
daily, and follow Him. That’s the terms of surrender. 

So, that’s the terms in these examples. To the first man, Jesus is showing Him how He has to 
count the cost. The man says, “I want to follow you,” and Jesus says, “Okay, then let me qualify that for 
you.” To follow Jesus requires everything that I am and all that I own. That’s a great struggle for young 
people in the modern American church. We have been raised in such a materialistic mindset. The 
difficulty of following Jesus fully is the cost of what I may give up. For some people, what trips them up 
is, “I counted the cost and it’s not worth it. That’s not for me.” But what’s so sad, and what we know to 
be true for Christians, is that at some point in every human’s life they are going to have to quantify what 
they chased after. How many people at age eighty go, “Things are good. I rejected Jesus but it’s worked 
out great because I have everything I could have ever have wanted.” No, moths and rust corrupt those 
things. We know this biblical principle. But the deep satisfaction in the soul of a man who puts his faith 
and trust in Jesus is greater than anything this world can offer or can take away. 

The next guy talks about burying his family. I’ve heard people say that he’s not talking about 
someone who has just died but he’s talking about waiting until his father dies and getting family things 
in order. They say this is going to be a long time until the old generation dies off and then he will follow 
Christ down the road. But I think, what if his dad was literally dead that morning? Because Jewish burial 
was very ceremonial. There was a certain way they read Scripture; there was a certain way they handled 
the body; there was a certain process for the procession. What if Jesus is simply saying, “Leave it right 
now”? Are you willing to turn away from it? Because it would have been considered very culturally rude 
to do that. I don’t know. The point is, don’t attach yourself to early relationships but follow Jesus and let 
Jesus then redefine and enrich earthly relationships. 

Lastly, He talks about family attachments. We know that the greatest hurdle that young people 
face today in responding to the call of the Gospel is their moms and dads and the pressure they put on 



them. It’s true to fact. We counsel kids who feel compelled to go to the mission field. Out of about a 
little over two hundred people here tonight, a hundred of them are the current generation. This group 
of young people is the cream of the crop. A lot of them want to go to the nations and for a lot of them 
the hurdle that they face right now is family entanglements. Family are going, “Whoa, whoa, whoa.” 
Oftentimes, we see young people have to hurdle over Christian moms and dads who are actively 
involved in the Church but they say, “That’s not for my kid. Take someone else.” Or they tell the kids to 
get it out of their system, “Go do your little mission trip.” It’s not a little mission trip; it’s an eternal, 
glorious calling and endeavor to take the Gospel to people. But all of us are called to it in one way or 
another, whether it’s in the domain of our workplace or whether it’s in our day-to-day lives. We 
abandon what this world offers and we pursue Christ. So, Jesus gives them the cost and He enables 
them to count the cost of discipleship. He says it’s everything. 

Then, He gives us an agricultural picture about a person who is plowing and looks back—that 
person is going to zigzag. How many of us, if we look back at the trajectory of our Christian lives, it is 
literally this zigzag thing. We see, “Right there, I was going in the right direction. Whoo, I don’t know 
what happened there. Oh, yeah, I remember, it was that girl (or that guy).” Or it was that job. We do 
this. But Jesus tells us to grab hold of the plow, set your face like stone, focus on the cross of Christ, see 
your reflection in it, dig in, grab another handful of dirt, and just keep digging. Hands on the plow, feet 
in the dirt, and let’s do the Christian life the way God has called us to do it. And let’s not be obsessed by 
how good or bad somebody else is doing, and let’s not be obsessed by how much the other church is 
growing, or how much money the other person is making, or who is getting married next. Just be happy 
for people, and hurt for people, and see people in their need, and let’s be what Christ has called us to 
be. Let’s see the power of God unlocked through our faith the way that it was in so many people’s lives 
in Jesus’ ministry. 

So, in conclusion, let’s consider the things that hold us back and trip us up. Let me ask you this, 
“Are you willing to kill it?” Remember the story of Elisha, called to the ministry of a prophet. Elisha is 
plowing with a bunch of oxen, which signifies that he was wealthy. Do you know what that dude did? He 
was like, “I’ll follow.” He killed every one of those oxen, took the wood from the plow, created a fire, 
offered a burnt offering and destroyed it. Now he has no life to go back to it. He burned the ships when 
he hit the foreign shore. If we would live our lives that way, people would be impacted with the Gospel 
that we say we believe, that we say redefines us, that we say gives us purpose, that we say we have 
faith in. Let’s focus on Jesus. He’s the Author of our faith. He’s the finisher of our faith. It was for the joy 
set before Him that He endured the cross, and despised the shame, and is now seated at the right hand 
of the Father, where from there He will judge us. So, let’s be found worthy as a church and as 
individuals. Let’s learn from the disciples and let’s do what Christ has called us to do. 

I’ll pray and you respond how the Lord would have you do. 
Lord,	I	pray	that	tonight	we	would	be	faithful	to	the	call	of	the	Gospel	in	our	own	lives.	I	

thank	you	a	whole	lot	for	this	text	and	this	passage	of	Scripture	that	teaches	us	what	it	looks	like	to	
follow	Jesus	and,	in	an	awesome	way	of	showing	us	what	you	would	show	us,	teaches	us	how	not	to	
follow	Jesus.	I	pray	that	we	would	learn	from	it.	I	love	this	church	and	I	love	these	people,	but	I	
know	that	every	one	of	us,	under	examination	and	scrutiny	of	this	text	would	say	that	we	fall	short.	
Help	us	to	not	fall	short.	God,	if	there	is	someone	here	tonight	who	doesn’t	know	you,	I	pray	they	
would	call	on	your	name	and	be	saved.	That	they	would	receive	what	you	did	for	them	at	the	cross	
that	you	set	your	face	like	stone	to	go	to.	That	you	walked	through	rejection,	through	abuse,	
through	the	betrayal	and	denial	of	your	own	followers…	

(podcast edited for sensitive material) 
 
(Rob Conti) 



Let’s do this. Let’s just take a minute and right where you are take a minute and pray that not 
only would God give you opportunities this week but pray that you would have the courage, and the 
wisdom, and the discernment to share Jesus. Let’s just do that. Maybe there is somebody already in 
your mind and you know that person needs the Gospel. Let’s just take a minute and pray that God 
would do that through us this week. Let’s do that. 

(pause for prayer) 
Amen. So, Shelli Lewis has been with us and she is leaving here on Wednesday before spending 

some time with her family. She will be going back to (the mission field) on July 27 and will be in the 
school for another year of contract. So, we are going to pray for her and pray over her in a minute. We 
are going to pray over Shelli for this next year in ministry and that she would be refreshed and 
encouraged until she goes back. Also, after this year is up, we want to pray for the Lord’s guidance and 
direction. The Lord seems to be putting some awesome things on the horizon that might be coming up 
next. So, we are going to pray over Shelli. If you are near her go ahead and lay hands on her and we will 
pray over her. 

Lord,	Jesus,	God	we	love	you.	Thank	you	for	this	church.	I	pray	that	we	would	always,	as	a	
church,	have	our	face	set	on	the	cross,	and	through	the	cross	see	the	lost	around	us	and	the	
unreached	across	the	globe.	I	pray	that	you	would	continue	to	send	people	out	of	here	to	reach	
them	with	the	truth	of	the	Gospel.	We	thank	you	for	Shelli	and	her	faithfulness	to	you,	her	love	for	
you,	and	love	for	people.	I	pray	that	you	would	restore,	and	refresh,	and	encourage	her	while	she’s	
home.	Give	her	an	awesome	time	with	her	family	and	prepare	her	for	this	next	year	of	ministry.	I	
pray	that	you	would	give	her	awesome	opportunities	to	share	the	Gospel	with	students,	and	
teachers,	and	families,	and	that	she	would	be	encouraged	and	have	good,	sweet	fellowship	with	
other	believers	while	she	is	there.	God,	we	pray	that	you	would	light	her	path	with	each	step	that	
she	takes	and	that	you	would	reveal	to	her	what	is	next	and	that	you	would	prepare	her	for	what	
you	have	for	her,	and	that	it	would	be	ministry	that	glorifies	your	name	and	brings	those	who	don’t	
know	you	into	the	kingdom	for	your	glory.	God,	we	love	you	and	we	need	you.	In	Christ’s	name,	
Amen.	

This is 2 Corinthians 13:14, 
 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.”
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Hello, everybody. I hope everyone has had a good day today. Happy Father’s Day, by the way, to 

everybody who is a father. 
We are going to be in Luke 10 and we have a lot of ground to cover. If you have a Bible, turn 

there. We are going to be moving over twenty-four verses tonight so we will have to quickly. I had Zach 
read Luke 10 at the beginning of the service so that we are familiar with the story of Jesus sending out 
seventy-two men on a missionary journey. This is kind of a preview of what they are going to be doing 
once Jesus rises from the dead. 

We know that in the last chapter that Jesus has already set His face toward Jerusalem. We even 
know in the last chapter that Jesus had already sent out the twelve and they have come back. This is a 
different send out. So, let’s jump into verse 1 of Luke 10. 

 
“After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them on ahead of 

him, two by two, into every town and place where he himself was about to go.” 
 
So, who are these seventy-two? They are not the twelve disciples. They are nameless, faithful 

disciples. They are to go and in John the Baptist style they are to prepare the way for Jesus to go. There 
is not a lot of time left in Jesus’ ministry but John the Baptist is dead and there is a little prep left to do. 
Pause for a second. If this story seems really familiar to you it should, because four weeks ago Rob 
preached on the start of Luke 9, and it was almost the exact same message for the twelve being sent 
out. It included the same stuff about don’t take a knapsack, don’t take anything, and dust your feet off. 
Rob covered that ground so tonight I’m not going to cover that same ground again. I encourage you to 
go listen to that if you weren’t here for that. It was four weeks ago. 

Some folks will say that this story shouldn’t really be in here. They say it’s the same story and 
Luke just made an oops and repeated it, because it’s not included anywhere else. The Book of Luke is 
the only one that has it. The story of the seventy-two doesn’t appear anywhere else. Even Matthew’s 
account of the twelve includes some of the details of this account of the seventy-two. So, should this be 
in here. Yes, absolutely. We trust the Bible and we trust the Lord. We trust the Bible and we believe that 
this story actually happened. The fact that Jesus did the same thing twice isn’t problematic for us. The 
question is, why did He do it? Why did He send out twelve and then send out seventy-two? Then, why 
did Luke record it, and in such detail that it’s almost the exact same mirror image of what he said a 
chapter ago? Why did he say that? That’s what I want to focus on. 

Robert Stein says this, 
 
“Luke wanted to demonstrate to his readers that the work of missions was not restricted to the 
twelve.” 
 
Missions was not just for the pros. It was not just for the disciples. The work of missions was not 

restricted to the twelve. So, this sending is for the seventy-two, it’s for the people who would believe, 
and it is also for you, and for me, and for everybody who would read Luke’s words. The work of missions 
is not restricted to the twelve. It’s for every believer, for you and for me, and the work’s not done. The 
job’s not done. 

Again, I want to focus on what’s different in this story than the sending of the twelve. You will 
see some gaps as I go because I won’t cover what Rob has already covered. So, verse 2, 

 



“And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” 
 
That’s a reality that is still here today. The harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few. 
 

“Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.” 
 
So, this isn’t just a mission for the twelve. Jesus expands it to seventy-two. Now, this is a huge 

send out. Imagine if our church sent seventy-two of you—this half of you. We are sending y’all out two 
by two. Grab a partner and you are all going out to hit thirty-six different regions. So, we are going to 
send two to Peachtree, we are going to send two to Marble, we are going to send two to Murphy, two 
to Robbinsville,…That would be a huge endeavor, right? Jesus is expanding their view beyond just twelve 
being sent. He’s expanding it to seventy-two but He’s showing them even more expansion. He’s saying 
that seventy-two isn’t enough compared to the acres, and acres, and acres of unharvested land. 
Seventy-two is a tiny number. It’s disproportionate. There are too many acres for them to cover. So, He 
sends out seventy-two but then He says, “Pray…pray earnestly that the Lord of the harvest will send out 
laborers into His harvest.” That’s a lot of grace, that God would say, “I gave you a job that’s too big for 
you so I want you to turn around and ask me to give you more laborers.” The prayer here is not just an 
add-on but it’s part of the mission. “As you go, be praying that the Lord would provide more laborers.” 

A lot of times, for us, prayer is an afterthought or an add-on, where for Christ it’s a primary part 
of the mission. Ryken says this, 

 
“We can accomplish more by praying than by all of our doing.” 
 
We can accomplish more by praying than by all of our doing. The interesting thing is where He 

sent these guys to. If you look back in verse 1, it says He sent them ahead two-by-two, in pairs, to 
everywhere He, himself, was about to go. Alright, so how many places did He send them? Thirty-six 
places. How many cities was He going to stop at between now and Jerusalem? Not that many.  So, 
what’s He doing? It says He sent them into every town where He, himself, was about to go. I think that 
some of these men are sent to cities that He’s about to hit on the way to Jerusalem, but I think that 
some of them, most of them, are in cities that the Holy Spirit will hit on the way out of Jerusalem. He’s 
prepping the way that He’s going to go, but He’s not going to come physically; He’s going to come 
through His ambassadors. He’s going to come through those same guys that have hit the middle and are 
starting to ripple back out with the message of the Gospel after the Resurrection. I take verse 16 as 
evidence of this; where He says, 

 
“The one who hears you hears me.” 

 
So, Jesus will enter into all of these thirty-six cities. Here, He will enter in because these guys are 

His ambassadors, carrying the message out. 
So, He tells them to go. Verse 3, 
 

“Go your way; behold, I am sending you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.” 
 
That is a terrifying image. Can you imagine if Jesus told you, “I’m sending you out to a place 

where they will tear you up. They are going to devour you. I’m rolling you out as defenseless as a baby 
sheep and there are going to be packs of adult wolves after you.” What He’s telling them is that this task 
is not an easy one. It’s not an invite to share with the willing and the compliant. Some will attack. They 



are solves. This isn’t an invitation to a safe and easy life. It’s a command to go into danger—with Jesus. 
Into danger with Christ; with the only Hope. “Go your way. I’m sending you as lambs in the middle of 
wolves.” 

Then, He tells them in verse 4, “Don’t carry a moneybag. Don’t carry a knapsack. No sandals. 
Greet nobody on the road.” Rob covered this last month. He’s not telling them to be a jerk and He’s not 
setting a template for missions, where you have to go penniless and shoeless. He’s not doing that; He’s 
just saying, “Be on mission. Don’t get distracted. Go preach. Look how big the fields are. There are acres 
and acres. Stay on mission and roll. It’s not time for greetings, and planning, and getting your financial 
portfolio in place. Go. People are dying. The harvest is rotting. Right now, go!” 

Then, He says in verse 5, 
 

“Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house!’ 6 And if a son of 
peace is there, your peace will rest upon him. But if not, it will return to you.” 
 
This is kind of a confusing verse. But the phrase, “Peace be to this house,” is not a magic phrase. 

It’s not like if you just walk into a place and say, “Peace be to this house” that people are going to fall 
down on their knees in praise to you. It’s not like that. He’s saying that the blessing of peace would be 
favorably met by fertile soil. If you start preaching the Gospel of peace to these people you will know 
whose hearts the Holy Spirit has prepped already. Luke uses “peace” a lot as a synonym for salvation or 
something that accompanies salvation. In chapter 1, he says, 

 
“Because of the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise will visit us from 

on high to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
In chapter 2, he says, 
 

“Glory to God in the highest and on Earth peace among those with whom He is 
pleased.” 
 
To the woman in chapter 7, he says, 
 

“Your faith has saved you. Go in peace.” 
 
To the woman in chapter 8, he says, 
 

“Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” 
 
What he’s saying is that if you proclaim the Gospel of peace and one has faith, he enters into 

peace with God and with you. If not, you have not failed; you still have peace but he doesn’t. Move on. 
 
Verse 7, 
 

“And remain in the same house, eating and drinking what they provide, for the 
laborer deserves his wages. Do not go from house to house. 8 Whenever you enter a 
town and they receive you, eat what is set before you. 9 Heal the sick in it and say to 
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whenever you enter a town and 
they do not receive you, go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town that 



clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of 
God has come near.’  
 
What he’s saying is, “Don’t demand anything from these people. You serve them. They are not 

here to serve you. Don’t jump from place to place to try to find the best situation you can get in.” Rob 
talked a few weeks ago about how Luke uses a sign that Jewish people use. A lot of times, if Jewish 
people would walk through a Samaritan city they would take off their shoes and dust them off. It was 
almost like saying, “Even the dust from your city is condemned. We are going to get rid of all that.” Jesus 
is using their own sign back against them when He says, “It’s a sign against them for their unbelief and 
condemnation, if they reject the message that’s encapsulated in the phrase, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you,” …namely Jesus.” So, if they receive you, great. If they don’t, move on. There are 
fields, after fields, after fields…there are too many acres…move on.  

But if they do reject, He says this warning in verse 12, 
 

“I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.” 
 
That’s terrifying. It will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. Then He 

says, 
 

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in 
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in 
sackcloth and ashes.” 
 
This is a big indictment. If these people in Chorazin and Bethsaida had heard the truth 

accompanied by miracles—because remember, the feeding of the five thousand was right around 
Bethsaida—if they saw the truth, they heard the truth, they saw the miracles and they still said ‘no.’ 
they would be under greater condemnation than Tyre and Sidon. These two cities kind of represent the 
pagan world or the unreached. 

Now, at this point, maybe you are like me and an objection all of a sudden springs up, and you 
are like, “Well, then if Tyre and Sidon would have repented why didn’t He just do the miracles there? 
Why didn’t He just do those works there?” A lot of times we have issues like this that we wrestle 
through in Scripture and say things like, “What about people who have never heard? What about people 
who have never heard the Gospel? Are they condemned?” Or, “How is it fair to send the innocent folks 
in Tyre and Sidon to Hell?” The reality is that Tyre and Sidon aren’t innocent. Neither are any of the 
fields. Neither are any of these groups of people. Neither are any unreached people. Nobody is 
innocent. John 3 tells us this; that God didn’t come into the world to condemn the world; that was 
already done. He came into the world to save it. John 3:17, 

 
“God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that 

the world might be saved through Him. Whoever believes in Him is not condemned but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already because He has not believed in the 
name of the only Son of God.” 
 
So, this is precisely why the seventy-two are sent out; to offer God’s peace to those acres and 

acres of fields, metaphorically, that stand condemned. It’s not just that these crops are there but it’s 
people group, after people group, thousands of people who stand condemned and need the only hope, 
which is the message that the kingdom of God is near, namely, Jesus is near. That’s the only hope that 
the seventy-two have to offer. This is why the fields are ready for harvest and the crops are rotting 



unharvested in the fields. This is why we are to go. This is for me and you, too. This isn’t just for the 
missionaries that we send out or the missionaries that we support. This is why we are to go to the 
unreached and then pray that more go to the unreached. The job is enormous both in importance and in 
scope. 

In verse 14, he goes on, 
 

“But it will be more bearable in the judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 15 
And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You shall be brought down to 
Hades.” 
 
Let the guilty be punished and those who have heard the message and rejected it are under 

even more judgment. Capernaum is one of the first towns where Jesus did miracles. It’s where He 
healed the centurion’s son. I wonder why Capernaum is mentioned here? Because Capernaum saw a lot 
of miracles? Why does it say, “And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to Heaven”? I think that maybe 
Capernaum’s residents had gotten kind of cocky that Jesus had done miracles in their town and they 
thought that they were favored. But here’s the deal—if they accepted the miracles but rejected the 
message, their eyes might be set on Heaven but their souls are set on Hell. They saw miracle, after 
miracle, after miracle and rejoiced in miracles but didn’t rejoice in Christ. They may think, “I’m going to 
Heaven,” but they are still without Christ. 

So, the last charge to the seventy-two goes like this, 
 

“The one who hears you hears me, and the one who rejects you rejects me, and 
the one who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 
 
This is the last charge and it’s a solemn charge that these guys are the plan. Jesus is saying, “I’m 

not going to hit every one of these cities individually myself. My plan for getting my message out to my 
future people is you. You are the only plan. You are Plan A and there is no Plan B. You are the plan. It 
reminds us of 2 Corinthians 5:18-20, where it says this, 

 
“All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation.” 
 

Alright, pause for a second. This is saying that God, through Christ, reconciled us to himself, and 
that was the ministry of reconciliation. Then, He took that and He gave it to you. He took that ministry of 
reconciliation and He handed it to you. It says this, 

 
“That is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 

trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” 
 
This is what is handed off to these guys. You have the message of reconciliation. I think, not only 

is it handed off to the seventy-two; it’s handed off to you and me. You carry the message of 
reconciliation to this county, to your family. You are God’s ambassadors. God wants to make His appeal 
to your cousin, make His appeal to your coworker—but the way He is going to do it is God making His 
appeal through us. So, be on mission. 

I think these sixteen verses make up one of the clearest texts in the Scripture about mission 
overall. Stein says this, 



 
“This text emphasizes its urgency, the need for commitment and endurance in time of 
persecution, the means by which the mission was to be sustained, the message to be proclaimed, 
and the eternal significance of the mission.” 
 
So, we need to pause here. We are going through a passage like this where He is talking about 

the fields being white unto harvest; the fields are ready to harvest but the laborers are few. The fields 
are so big, there are so many unreached, and they stand condemned. If they’ve heard the message and 
rejected it they are condemned and if they have not heard they still stand condemned. So, we need to 
pause and say to us, Red Oak Church, the harvest is out there. The fields are ready to be harvested but 
there are so few laborers. It’s disproportionate. There are so few laborers laboring among the 
unreached. That’s why we preach about missions so much; because the job is not done. There are 
millions dying without Christ and the need is urgent. 

So, it will take a severe commitment, rejection, persecution, and suffering. It won’t be easy but 
God is there. God will be there. He will provide what you need so tell them the kingdom of God is near 
and then urge them that peace forever or condemnation forever is at stake. 

So, yeah, we are to bring this message to Andrews, and Robbinsville, and Murphy, and all places 
in between but I think, like in this passage, we are also, like the seventy-two, we are supposed to lift our 
eyes out of this immediate context and see millions out there without Christ. What will we do? What 
will you do, personally, in response to the millions that are dying without Christ? There is a great task 
ahead of us. 

Verse 17. This part is my favorite part of the story. So, the seventy-two guys come back. Now, 
these guys aren’t super scholars. They aren’t trained rabbis, or religious men, or anything like that. 
These are normal guys. These are construction workers, these are shop owners, they are brick masons, 
and farmers, and whatever—they are just seventy-two people who follow Jesus. They are common folk. 
Then, it says, 

 
“The seventy-two returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, even the demons are subject 

to us in your name!’” 
 
They are going crazy. Think about how many crazy stories would come out of thirty-six different 

teams going to unreached people. We talked about this around the fire the other night. Muggs brought 
out how they were probably talking over each other, like, “You healed a girl’s legs? I healed a girl’s legs! 
That’s crazy! You raised somebody from the dead? I raised somebody from the dead! That’s crazy! Jesus 
did this through me! I can’t believe this happened!” 

You know, we play paintball here at Snowbird, so we have a paintball field over there. When you 
ref a paintball game, especially with middle school boys, when you get done with the game and you say, 
“Alright! That’s it! Game over! No more shots!,” you can’t go right into the next game because they are 
going to run their mouths for five solid minutes. “Hey, man, I didn’t shoot you…you shot me…did you 
see me jump over that thing?...I was like bam-bam-bam and then you were like bam-bam-bam…” You’ve 
just got to sit there and let it happen. I think, “I know y’all didn’t do what you said you did, but alright.” 
You just have to let it go and let them talk. 

I’m imagining these guys getting back and it’s a cacophony of dialogue, “You raised him from the 
dead but no that was after the guy who came up and was foaming at the mouth and was demon 
possessed…..” I imagine they are just talking over each other. They have so much joy and they are 
realizing, “Even the demons are subject to us, but not just us—they are subject to us in your name.” 
They are psyched. There is joy even in the middle of wolves because some of these guys probably got 



rejected. Some of them felt opposition. Some of them had to do the wiping the dust trick. But there is 
joy even in the midst of wolves for these lambs.  

Verse 18—Jesus starts to say strange things. In response to their joy the seventy-two come back 
and they are psyched out of their minds, and Jesus said, 

 
““I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 

 
What? What does that mean? Then He goes on and says, 
 

“Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you.” 
 
What is He saying? He had just told them they would be sent out into wolves. You might get 

hurt. Wolves hurt sheep. So, what is He saying here? “I saw Satan fall like lightning from Heaven”? I 
think there are two ways to look at it. Does Jesus mean way back in the day when Satan and a third of 
the angels were cast out; that He saw them fall back then? Maybe. Maybe He’s saying that the reason 
you can throw demons down now is because I’ve thrown Satan down. Maybe He’s saying it like that. 
But, I think, from the tense of the word He uses when He says, “I saw,”—it seems like the tense says, “I 
was seeing Satan fall.” So, it would be more like this—that Jesus was seeing Satan’s fall happening while 
the guys went out. Let me explain it. Stein says this, 

 
“Their casting out of demons demonstrated the defeat of Satan.” 
 
Alright. That’s pretty crazy. What he means is that every time one of these seventy-two 

common men demonstrated the authority of Jesus over demons, it demonstrated God’s ultimate 
authority over Satan. So, something bigger is going on here than someone’s fixed legs. The kingdom of 
darkness is falling and Jesus is saying, “I saw it. In the spiritual realms I could see the impact of what I 
was doing through you. I saw Satan fall like lightning from Heaven. I was seeing what was happening 
when you guys were in these tiny towns preaching the Gospel.” That’s really exciting. 

Then, He goes on and talks about the authority over serpents and scorpions. This isn’t a text on 
snake handling if you have enough faith. It’s nothing like that. I think that Jesus is talking spiritual 
realities here. He’s talking about spiritual realities. It’s not a call for snake handling services. This is 
saying that God has authority over all things so nothing can hurt you without His direction, whether it be 
wolves or whether it be snakes, whether it be principalities and powers or whether it be people. You are 
untouched unless God gives His authoritative word on that. Nothing can hurt you. 

So, they are all psyched and super rejoicing, “I can’t believe it! I can’t believe it!,” and Jesus is 
saying, “I saw it. I saw the impact. I saw Satan fall from Heaven and nothing can touch you,” but in verse 
20, He says, 

 
“Do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your 

names are written in heaven.” 
 
To me, the first time I read it, I thought it meant, “Yeah, you guys are excited…don’t be excited.” 

I don’t think He’s doing that, though. I don’t think He’s stifling their joy by saying, “Don’t rejoice in that. 
Calm down.” I think that what He is doing is redirecting and amplifying their joy. He is increasing it lest 
their joy be in miracles alone. That would be like Capernaum. Capernaum was psyched about miracles 
but not about the message. Jesus is saying, “Don’t just be psyched about miracles. Don’t let your joy be 
only in this.” I think He is using it to elevate their eyes again. He’s saying, “Don’t just be excited about 



this. Rejoice in something bigger—that your name is written in Heaven.” Don’t rejoice primarily in 
giftings or spiritual gifts, or riches, or successes. He’s saying to rejoice that your name is written in 
Heaven. 

Let’s pause and apply that to us today. So, you had a bad week?—if you’re a Christian your 
name is written in Heaven. Get some context. Put it in perspective. On your worst day, your name—how 
personal is this—your name, if you are in Christ, is written in Heaven. If you are not in Christ you stand 
condemned already and you need Jesus. So, Christian, your name is written in Heaven, and God didn’t 
choose you because you were great but because He’s great. So, rejoice in Him. Don’t rejoice in this that 
the spirits are subject to you. He increases their joy to rejoice in something bigger, something better—
that your name is written in Heaven.  

Verse 21, to me, is the craziest verse of the whole thing. 
 

“In that same hour he rejoiced.” 
 
Who rejoiced? Jesus rejoiced. Jesus rejoiced. How often do you see this in Scripture? Jesus is 

laughing. Jesus is rejoicing. 
 

“In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth.’” 
 
He uses the personal word for Father, “Abba,” and He says, “Lord of Heaven and Earth.” He is 

talking personal and majestic.  
 

“Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will.” 
 
So, the joy of the seventy-two and our joy is in Christ and His salvation. But, here we get a rare 

glimpse into Jesus’ joy. The word that is used here, a lot of translations will say, “And He rejoiced 
greatly.” The word that is used here is a hard one to translate but it means something like, “Thrilled with 
joy—overjoyed—spilling over with joy.” Jesus was thrilled with joy. We don’t see Jesus overjoyed a lot in 
the Scriptures. Now, we see joy in Heaven. Think about it.  Heaven is a place full of joy. You see the 
Bridegroom rejoicing over the Bride. In Heaven there is joy when a sinner repents. Jesus endures the 
cross for the joy that is set before Him—the future joy. And there is future joy when Jesus comes back 
on His throne. But on Earth, Jesus is described in Isaiah as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
On Earth you see Jesus wearing sorrow and wearing grief over and over. So rarely you see His joy. He 
weeps over Lazarus. He weeps over Jerusalem. He grieves in the Garden. He screams at the cross when 
He says, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” There’s such sorrow and grief in Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. But here He laughs. Here He smiles. Here He rejoices. It’s a great pause in the story because up 
until now Jesus’ ministry is filled with rejection and His future death is filled with sorrow and rejection. 
But for right now, Jesus rejoices here. 

Look in John 1:9-13, it says this, 
 

“The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He 
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.” 
 



There’s Jesus’ grief in John 1. He came to His own, the ones that He made, and they didn’t 
receive Him. But in verse 12 we see His joy, 

 
 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of 
the will of man, but of God.” 
 
There’s Jesus’ joy. It’s in His children. They get it. Jesus has joy because the seventy-two come 

back and they get it. They understand it. It’s like the clouds part and we get to see for a second that 
there is joy in Heaven and we get to see the heavenly joy that Jesus has with His Father. He has elevated 
the seventy-two. He has elevated their eyes to see the fields and now He is elevating them to see the 
heavenly joy that exists because their names are written in Heaven. He’s saying, “Don’t just look at the 
Earth. Look at your names in Heaven. There’s a heavenly reality of pure joy.” 

So, let me pause and ask you and ask myself this, too. Do you feel it? Do you feel, if you are one 
of God’s children, do you feel God’s joy? Do you feel that He’s pleased with you or disappointed with 
you? I’d say, don’t feel God’s condemnation, because that doesn’t exist for you. Joy exists for you. Now, 
at times, as His children, we might feel His discipline. That’s different than condemnation. So many 
people are hanging onto, and living in something, and remembering something that God has forgotten. 
God has removed our sin from east to west. He’s forgotten them. He’s trampled them underfoot. He’s 
given us so many illustrations to say it’s forgiven, it’s gone, it’s done. We should feel God’s joy on us. We 
should feel God’s pleasure on us as His kids. 

We have skewed views of that because some of us have skewed relationships with our fathers. 
It hits home on Father’s Day. Some of us have skewed relationships there so when the Bible says that we 
are His children or that He rejoices in us we are like, “Yeah, but not really. Maybe like my dad did. He 
was proud of me when I did good.” God rejoices in you—do you feel it? And it’s not just Jesus who is 
rejoicing in this verse because the Son says that He rejoices in the Spirit and it’s the Father’s gracious 
will. The NIV translates it, “This is what God was pleased to do.” All of the Trinity is rejoicing together 
over God’s people and over salvation. 

One of my favorite verses in the Bible is one that we have on the wall in our guest room. It’s 
Zephaniah 3:17. If you don’t know this verse write down the reference. Listen, 

 
“The Lord your God is in your midst, 
    a mighty one who will save; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness; 
    he will quiet you by his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing.” 

 
God sings over you. He rejoices in you. Pause for a minute and see Jesus laughing, and singing, 

and glad in you. And Jesus is glad that the seventy-two get it. They participate in the mission and they 
understand the joy of salvation. 

So, how did these guys get it? Back in the verse, it says, 
 

“In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and 
understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will.’” 
 



So, they didn’t get this from books. They got this understanding from two things. Number one, 
God’s revelation. God revealed himself to them. But number two, I think, is they got a deeper sense of 
this through obedience. God graciously purposed to reveal this understanding to unlearned men 
through obedience to the mission. What I’m saying is, if you want to understand the joy of salvation 
more then get busy with the business of Heaven, making Christ known. Then your joy will explode. The 
fields are ready for harvest. It’s a hard but joy-filled job description. This joy of salvation is not just for 
the wise or the learned, it’s for everyone. Because the verse says, “You’ve hidden these things from the 
wise and revealed them to, literally, babies.” “You’ve hidden these things from the wise and revealed 
them to babies.” The most gifted minds in the world can’t crack the Gospel unless God reveals it to 
them. You can be faithful in sharing the Gospel, but unless the Spirit is moving the most brilliant minds 
in the world can’t crack the Gospel unless the Spirit is revealing it to them. But the most simple child’s 
mind can have access to the Most Holy Place through God’s revelation.  

John Piper says this, 
 
“The point of this is not that there are only certain classes of people who are chosen by God. The 
point is that God is free to choose the least likely candidates for His grace. God contradicts what 
human merit might dictate. He hides from the wise and reveals to the most helpless and 
unaccomplished. When Jesus sees the Father freely enlightening and saving people whose only 
hope is free grace, He exults in the Holy Spirit and takes pleasure in His Father’s election.” 
 
That’s good. In verse 22, Jesus continues, 
 

“All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows who 
the Son is except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him.” 
 
That’s a confusing sentence but you get what it’s saying. All things that are the Father’s are 

Jesus’. Jesus is God. And this is what the Father was pleased to reveal to the seventy-two—who Jesus 
really is. God is revealing who Jesus really is and that’s what Jesus is having so much joy in—that they 
see Him for who He is. That’s what the joy is all wrapped up in—their salvation. They see Jesus as He 
really is, as the only hope for salvation as He is God. 

Then, He turns after this and has a private word with His disciples in verse 23, 
 

“Then turning to the disciples he said privately,…” 
 
I would say to you to bring yourself in on the conversation because Luke has brought us in on 

the conversation. So, picture Jesus saying this to us and to the disciples as well. 
 

“Then turning to the disciples he said privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see 
what you see! 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, 
and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.” 
 
He’s talking to you, too. So, He turns to the disciples and I think to us, also, and He says, “You 

are blessed to see the Son. You are blessed to see Jesus as He really is.” 1 Peter tells us that all these 
prophets way back when they were prophesying and they didn’t know who they were talking about. 
They couldn’t tell you what they were talking about. 1 Peter 1:10-12 says this, 

 



“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that 
was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 11 inquiring what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories.” 

 
What does that mean? It’s saying that these prophets would preach as they were told to preach, 

and they would be preaching about the sufferings of Jesus, like Isaiah did. They’d be preaching about the 
sufferings of Jesus or the glory of Jesus and then they’d say, “But who? Who am I talking about? And 
when? Is this happening now? Is this happening in Israel? Is this happening in the future? Who and 
when?” Then, it says this, 

 
 12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you, in the 

things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” 

 
It’s crazy. We are so blessed. Jesus is speaking to us and the disciples privately and telling us that 

we are blessed to see the salvation of the Lord. We are blessed to see what Daniel spoke about, what 
Abraham was promised, what was prophesied in the garden, what David described in the Psalms, and 
what Isaiah and Jeremiah described, but they didn’t ever see it. They didn’t understand what they 
foretold.  

Ryken says this and it’s a great, great quote, 
 
“Imagine what Jeremiah would have given to see the righteous Branch raised up from David 
(Jer.23:5), or Isaiah to see the son conceived to the virgin (Is. 7:14), or Micah to see the baby 
born in Bethlehem (Mic.5:2). Imagine what David would have given to see his God-forsaken 
Savior poured out like water or laid in the dust of death (Ps.22), or Isaiah to see the Suffering 
Servant wounded for his transgressions and buried in a rich man’s tomb (Is. 53). Imagine what 
Job would have given to see his risen Redeemer standing the earth (Job 19:25). With a holy 
jealousy, these mighty kings and faithful prophets longed to know the Christ as the disciples 
knew him. What a blessing it was for the twelve to see the ancient promises fulfilled in the birth, 
life, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ.” 
 
What a blessing - and a joy!” 
 
We see, we hear, we are blessed. We are blessed beyond Isaiah. We are blessed beyond David. 

So, we should respond. We, church, should respond to this knowledge. We should respond by 
submitting to Jesus. If you don’t know Jesus, when you hear the Gospel you should respond by 
submitting to Jesus. Let the warnings against Chorazin, and Bethsaida, and Capernaum ring in your ears 
because you have heard the truth. Don’t reject it. I would say that if you do know Jesus that you should 
respond by rejoicing in Jesus. Feel His pleasure and then rejoice because He has revealed these things to 
you. He’s let you be born in a time when you know the whole story. You even know the end. It’s a little 
bit cloudy but we generally know how it’s going to end. What a time to be alive! 

You can imagine if you had a time machine and could travel around. You have a knowledge of 
the Son in a way that kings and prophets of old would long to have, and it’s Jesus’ joy to give you the 
kingdom. It’s His joy. 

So, there are two lessons in closing for believers. I think that number one, the thing we learn 
from this passage is that the harvest is waiting so we need to go. We need to pray and we need to go. 
Don’t think too much about your moneybags, or your sandals, or your meals, because the time is short 



and the harvest is there, and it’s waiting, and it’s rotting. So, we need to think about how we can be 
involved in reaching the nations.  

Lesson number two, like it was for the seventy-two, is don’t rejoice in this world. Don’t tie our 
joy to successes or to the temporal but tie it to Christ. Tie it to His work that writes your name in your 
Father’s book. Jesus writes your name in your Father’s book. That’s where your joy should be. And your 
joy should be in that He rejoices in you. He exults over you in loud singing. 

So, I will pray and we will worship the Lord. 
Jesus,	thanks	for	this	passage.	I	thank	you	for	sending	out	the	seventy-two	and	that	their	

send	out	was	for	us,	and	that	you	meant	to	teach	us	not	only	about	the	task	that	is	ahead	of	us	that	
is	so	great,	and	the	unreached	that	are	out	there,	and	the	fields	that	are	waiting.	I	pray	that	concept	
will	be	solidified	in	our	minds,	God,	but	I	also	pray	that	we	would	see	you,	Jesus,	rejoicing	to	reveal	
yourself	to	us,	and	rejoicing	that	we	have	the	revelation	that	prophets	longed	for.	I	pray	that	we	
would	see	you	smiling,	and	laughing,	and	exulting	over	us	with	loud	singing.	I	pray	that	we	would	
feel	your	pleasure	and	feel	your	joy	on	us	in	one	of	these	rare	passages;	that	it	was	your	joy	to	give	
us	the	kingdom;	that	the	joy	set	before	you	that	took	you	to	the	cross	was	to	buy	your	sons	and	
daughters	for	yourself	and	to	absorb	the	wrath	of	God.	Lord,	I	pray	that	we	would	rejoice	in	your	
right	now	and	I	pray	that	we	would	worship	you.	In	your	name	we	pray,	Amen.	

Let us labor to bring them the truth that we just celebrated. It’s awesome. 
Romans 11:33, 
 

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How 
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
    or who has been his counselor?” 
35 “Or who has given a gift to him 
    that he might be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen.” 
 

Love you, church.



June 25, 2017 
Luke 10:25-42 
Brody Holloway 
 

Luke 10:25. Let me just read our text and then we will get right to work. This is the Word of the 
Lord, 

 
“And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 

shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do 
you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and 
you will live.” 

29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among 
robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the 
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he 
saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of 
him. 35 And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, 
‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36 
Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among 
the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You 
go, and do likewise.” 

38 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house. 39 And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 
Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. 
And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to 
serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are anxious and troubled about many things, 42 but one thing is necessary. Mary has 
chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 

 
Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	bless	the	reading,	and	the	hearing,	and	the	preaching	of	your	

Word,	tonight,	and	that	you	would	shape	our	lives	by	it	and	that	we	would	submit	to	it.	That	we	
would	experience	conviction	and	then	training	and	direction,	and	that	we	would	be	changed	by	
your	Word.	In	Jesus’	name.	Amen.	

So, when you think about Bible stories that are super familiar, especially in the secular world, 
there is a lot of biblical literature that is really familiar to people outside of the Church. The one I always 
think about is David and Goliath. You hear that often used as a sort of sports analogy. The Good 
Samaritan is another one. The first time I remember this story is when I was in the fourth grade and we 
were on a family trip in California. We had driven from here in Western North Carolina all the way across 
the country in a 1983 Chevrolet Chevette. It was a three speed in the floor with no air conditioner. I can 
remember driving across the Arizona desert. We had a cooler filled with ice and water and my mama 
would put our shirts in that cooler of ice water, wring them out, put them on us, and we would wear 
them until they dried out in about ten miles or so. It was hot. We were from the mountains of North 
Carolina so it felt real hot. It was just a real impressionable trip. 



On a trip like that, if something can go wrong most likely it is going to. Many marriages have 
ended in a car on a trip with kids in the back seat when things were going wrong. But we got to go to 
Disneyland. I’ve never been to Disney World in Orlando but I’ve been to Disneyland in California, so I 
feel like I kind of have bragging rights. I remember that we came out of the park and the car was broken 
down. I don’t remember what was wrong but I remember that it wouldn’t work. We were stranded in 
this faraway state. As Murphy was there with us and as his law would have it, I remember that my 
parents had travelers’ checks. I don’t know if they do those anymore but some of you remember 
travelers’ checks. I remember that that day, on the way to the park, the travelers’ checks had flown out 
the window. We always had the windows down and the checks were clipped on the visor and they were 
gone somewhere out on the Los Angeles freeway. Things were pretty tense when we came out of the 
park and then the car was broken down. 

There was a family that had a van that was converted into a little RV and they were on a family 
vacation. They came over and were helping us. It was late at night and I remember all the kids—there 
were three of us at the time and there would be more later—got up in that RV and watched movies. 
They had snacks and they had a movie player in their RV. This was the early 80s and you guys in the 
younger generation will never appreciate that. I’m sorry for you. But anyway, we were watching movies, 
having snacks, and playing board games, and we sat there for three or four hours until a mechanic or 
AAA or someone came. 

I remember when we were driving away, my mama said, “I’m so thankful for those good 
Samaritans.” I thought, “I wonder if that’s their last name? I wonder if that’s where they are from?” I 
didn’t know what it was but it was a reference to a Bible story. It’s a story most people know, in fact, I 
heard recently about a law that is on the books in North Carolina and probably in other states, too, 
called the Good Samaritan Law.93 That’s a pretty common Bible story and it’s something people know 
about. So, anytime you come to a story like that it can be difficult to open that story and learn fresh 
truth from it, because you feel like you already know what there is to know about it. But, we are hoping 
and trusting that the Lord will do that tonight. 

So, the story starts with this lawyer. Now, this was not the kind of lawyer we think about when 
we think of a lawyer in our culture and context. It’s not exactly the same thing. Jesus often references 
experts in the law. An expert in the law was someone who knew Old Testament law in much detail. So 
this would include Levitical law, the Torah, the Mosaic Law—the law that Moses gave to the people as 
prescribed by God—and also a lot of extra-biblical literature. Young people, that means that we have 
the Old Testament writing and then there is a bunch of stuff that really smart people had written and 
added to it. You might think that they are not very smart, huh? Right you are. So, they were experts in 
the law who felt like their expertise could bring something to the law. So, there was a lot of extra writing 
and a lot of it is included in what is known as the Talmud. So, the Old Testament law given by God is 
called the Torah and man added many, many writings to that in what is called the Talmud. So, 
oftentimes, when you see the Pharisees interacting with Jesus, and people are trying to trip Jesus up, or 
when you see Jesus addressing laws that are not biblical, a lot of times what they are doing is going to 
the Talmud or other non-biblical writings that they had added to it. 

This happens in our day. I know that I grew up in a culture where oftentimes the teachings of 
Christ weren’t enough, so we had to add to it. We had to say to use a certain translation of the Bible, or 
we say you had to listen to a certain type of music, or we would add things that, quite frankly, are not 
there. So, to rightly handle the Word of Truth or the Word of God, like Paul tells Timothy, we want to 
study the Bible, know the Bible, and then submit to the Bible. 

See, what this guy has done is he has studied the Bible, and he knows the Bible, but he’s not 
submitting to the Bible. In fact, he is jacking around with the Word of God and he is trying to manipulate 

                                                             
93 http://www.naloxonesaves.org/n-c-good-samaritan-law/ (June 26, 2017) 



it to make it work for him rather than submitting to it and letting God be for him in his submission to His 
Word. So, he is trying to use the Word of God in a manipulative way so that it works for him. This is 
something they would do in that system. So, there was a lot of stress between the religious leaders of 
the day and God’s people or the people who would follow Jesus. So, ultimately, we know that these 
guys are the ones who are responsible for killing Jesus. Jesus, obviously, laid His own life down but these 
were the men, the religious leaders, who were held responsible for it. 

So, this man is trying to trip Jesus up, which people have been doing since the beginning of time. 
We take the Scripture, we adulterate it, we twist it, we change it, we shape it, and we make it mean 
something we want it to mean. We beat other people up with it while making ourselves feel better 
about it. So, what he is doing is he is saying, “Okay, so I’m asking you how to have eternal life and you 
are asking me what does the Law say?,” and then he quotes Leviticus and Deuteronomy. “Love God” 
summarized the first four commandments, and the first four commandments are a summary of a bunch 
of other laws, which is his first summary of the Christian life, and then he says “love man” and 
condenses it even further. Love God and love man completely, fully, wholly, and selflessly. He condenses 
it down to these two things. So, this guy is going to try to quantify this because he is looking for a way to 
get out from under it. So, he says, “Now, who is my neighbor?” and it tells us right there in verse 29 that 
he is trying to justify himself. He doesn’t want to submit to God’s Word. 

Church, the best thing we can do every day of our lives is surrender our lives to the authority of 
God’s Word. We don’t approach the Word of God from an authoritative position but we approach the 
Word of God in total submission, believing that the Word of God is life. Scripture, speaking of itself, uses 
word pictures that are almost overwhelming. Fire, meat, bread, shelter, strength, a sword—the Word of 
God is the powerful tool that God has given us by which we live our lives and also by which we have a 
measure of His judgment resting on our lives every single day. We know that in Romans 8:1, “There is no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” but the Word of God does provide for us what we 
need to live under an authority that is not ambiguous—that means confusing—but is clear. The Word of 
God is understandable, profitable, and useful in every way for the believer. It will build us up, it will 
shape us, it will make us more into people who look like Jesus, walk like Jesus, smell like Jesus, and are 
literally a fragrant offering and sacrifice to the Father. The Word of God is a beautiful and powerful gift. 
It’s a great gift. We don’t need to ignore it and we also don’t need to try to manipulate it. 

That’s what this man is doing. So, here is what Jesus does. I was watching a highlight video of a 
fighter recently. Somebody texted me and told me to check him out. His nickname is Big Country and 
he’s an ultimate fighter guy. He has a mullet, a rattail about that long, a big beard, and he looks like he 
lives right here, works at Snowbird Outfitters, and comes to Red Oak. He is our kind of guy. He has a 
belly that looks like he eats a bucket of chicken and two cases of Little Debbie’s a day for about six years. 
All the other guys come out with their cool music, and their tattoos, and their entourages, and Big 
Country just waddles out there like he is, a big, hairy redneck straight off the side of a mountain 
somewhere. He got off of the tractor and walked into the ring. You can tell that he probably learned to 
fight at bars, and junkyards, and places like that. So, he goes into the ring with two things that are really 
effective. One, he’s really good at getting hit while not getting hurt. That’s a gift from God. He is gifted at 
taking a shot. The second thing he is really good at is hitting people with his right hand and making them 
go to sleep for a long period of time. It’s impressive because these big guys look like Mr. Universe. They 
come out with muscles bulging everywhere and then there is this chubby dude. You think, “I know how 
this is going to go,” but then the chubby dude walks out and sort of sticks his head out there like that 
and lets them pop him a few times. They start getting really confident, and they start getting sloppy, and 
they start dropping rights, and dropping lefts, and then all of a sudden he just kind of does this 
haymaker, and then he hits them with the inside of his fist in the temple, or their jaw, and what happens 
next is fantastic. They go numb, blank, lights out, they are asleep on the mat, and the fight is over. So, if 



you need some brain candy and it’s been a long day, pull up some highlights of Big Country. It’s really 
entertaining. 

So, what you would oftentimes see Jesus do is get into these conversations where you wonder if 
he’s taking shots on the chin. You wonder if He’s just going to let them do this and then all of a sudden, 
with one statement, one comment, one word, or one proper handling of Scripture, the smoke clears and 
it’s just Jesus standing there. Because oftentimes what would happen is the religious leaders or rulers 
would try to ensnare Him. In fact, we know from Scripture that from about the middle of His three year 
ministry or a little bit later, they started to conspire against Him, “How can we kill Him? How can we put 
Him away? How can we get rid of Him? He is ruining everything.” Jesus knows what they are up to and 
He’s like, “You are not going to take me and kill me until I’m ready because I’m the One actually in 
charge of that. You’re not.” 

So, what Jesus brilliantly does is He uses the law that He wrote; that He gave to this man. See, 
this man is seen by the people as the expert of the law but Jesus is actually the expert of the law 
because He’s the one who wrote it. So, what He does is tells a story that we are very familiar with. You 
have this man who is going down from Jerusalem to Jericho. If you look at the geography and 
topography of it, it’s about a seventeen mile journey, downhill, through a mountainous region. 
Apparently, highway robbery was really common. So, Jesus is painting a picture that is really common to 
that era and people can sort of identify with what He is saying. Literally, the way the wording is, is that 
the man got beaten repeatedly. They beat him, and they beat him, and they beat him. They took 
everything he had. If he had an animal they took it. If he had money they took it. They left him for dead. 
 So, Jesus points out that a priest came along. He sees the man and the priest leaves the man 
alone. We don’t know exactly what is going on. I don’t know if the guy is dead or groaning, but if the 
priest touches this man and this man is unclean…some commentators make the point of the fact that 
the priest is going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, which means that he has been there to make 
sacrifice. I don’t know. It’s at least worth considering that he is coming back from the most holy and 
ritualistic of priestly duties, yet he won’t stop to help his fellow man. It’s a really strong, outspoken word 
against religious activities that are void of compassion toward people. I pray to God that we never 
become a church—even when we are all dead and gone and another generation has come alone—that 
Red Oak would never be a church that is religious in activity but completely void of ministering to people 
who need it the most. Because we need to be a church where every one of us in here is engaging our 
neighbors, loving our neighbors, and caring about people. I don’t know, maybe he didn’t want to touch 
the guy. Maybe the guy is dead and the priest then has to deal with the ceremonial rituals of having 
touched a dead person. Then, along comes a Levite, who would have been an assistant to a priest. Jesus 
is still painting the same picture. These are Jewish, religious leaders. So, the Levite went on by, too. 

Now, I don’t know what the hearers were thinking at this point. That lawyer in particular is 
probably thinking that next Jesus is going to tell about a good Jewish dude. But, instead, Jesus 
introduces a Samaritan. When He does this, I am quite positive that the lawyer would have thought that 
Jesus was going to paint the same picture; the Samaritan is going to come along and do the same thing. 
The Jews thought of the Samaritans as scoundrels. 

To give you a little background, about 750 years before this story there was a group of people 
called Assyrians. Assyrians were barbaric. If you remember when Jonah went to Nineveh to preach, part 
of the reason he didn’t want to go was because he hated the Assyrians. Another reason was because he 
was scared. They killed people and they were barbaric. We can study in secular resources that the 
Assyrian Empire was a horrific period of human history. They murdered and pillaged and they were like 
locusts. They would go through a territory and in all of the cities they would rape, rob, murder, and 
pillage. They would strip it of all of its natural resources and if anybody did survive they would be left 
with nothing and die a slow death. They would then move to the next place and rape, pillage, rob, and 
do destruction everywhere they went. They never established any kind of solid monarchy, or kingdom, 



or dynasty. They were literally led by chieftains and one main chieftain would oversee it all as they just 
did destruction. 

Well, in 722 BC, the Assyrians came into Israel, which was divided into twelve tribes. The 
Assyrians grabbed the ten northern tribes and carried them into slavery. They raped, pillaged, robbed, 
murdered, and did what they do. Then, there was a group of Israelites, who were Jews, who then 
married and began to breed with the Assyrians and they created this race of people called the 
Samaritans. So, they were seen as mongrels. That’s literally the word that would be used to describe the 
way that Jews viewed Samaritans. I, as a Jew, looked at you, as a Samaritan, and what I saw was the 
people who defiled our people. You are a descendant of partnership with the Assyrians. It was really, 
really ugly to the Jews. So, the Jews hated Samaritans. They just outright hated them. In fact, at one 
point, in trying to belittle Jesus, they called Jesus a Samaritan. We know that they used it as a slang 
word, a curse word, a word that would degrade somebody. 

We also know, as we saw a couple of weeks ago in chapter 9, that when Jesus came into the 
villages in Samaria that they wouldn’t hear Him. They weren’t having it. So, He set His face toward 
Jerusalem and just passed through. So, they had rejected Jesus to this point. It’s really interesting that 
Jesus brings a Samaritan into the story, particularly that He brings the Samaritan into the story and 
here’s what the Samaritan does. He spends time, money—here’s the thing; a lot of us will throw money 
at a problem but we don’t want to throw emotion at a problem. Because you can sign a check and brag 
about it, but to bring somebody who is dirty and stinky into your house is really uncomfortable. 

A lot of people will give money. It is crazy how often I can think that I’ve heard people in my life 
who will brag about giving money to less fortunate people. It happens a lot. You can throw money at a 
problem and feel really good about yourself. This Samaritan doesn’t do that. What he does is he goes 
over to this man and begins to bind up his wounds. I was thinking about it this morning while reading 
through the passage several times today. I was reading through the text and trying to think if there was 
something I might have missed. I thought, there was plenty of oil and wine in that area, I’m sure, but 
there is expense to that. The dude is sharing his stuff. This would be the equivalent nowadays of us 
being in a situation where someone has been mugged, robbed, left for dead, and rather than trying to 
get out of there because of the imminent threat, you do first aid, you treat his wounds, and you get his 
blood on you. Man, they didn’t have latex gloves or sterile gauze. They had a clay flask with some good, 
fine wine in it. You’d take that and pour it on there and it would serve as an antiseptic. That guy was 
doing away with what he needed for nourishment. If you grew up Baptist that makes you real 
uncomfortable—“No, no, no, that wine was only for medicinal purposes.” Whatever. Drink the water in 
a third world country and get back to me. So, he was pouring the wine on the guy’s wounds. The oil 
would have been for soothing pain. It was pressed olive oil. These were pretty available resources in that 
area but this is what the man was carrying. He was giving of himself and his resources. I don’t want to 
complicate it—he’s just giving of every part of himself to those in need. It’s a simple illustration that 
Jesus is using. He doesn’t care about his own comfort. He doesn’t care about his own cleanliness. He 
doesn’t care about his own well-being and health. He’s right there in the middle of robbers’ alley and 
he’s just helping. Because, at the core of his soul there is another fellow human in need and he’s going 
to help him. 

This is what Christianity looks like. Christianity looks like people who love Jesus, have been 
changed by Jesus, and so we therefore act like Jesus, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross 
under the weight of our sin. See, when Jesus went to the cross, you know what was hanged on His 
shoulders and on His face?—Prostitution, drug addiction, child abuse, those sins that we can’t even 
fathom wrapping our brains around, were hanged on Christ so that we don’t have to live under the 
weight of those sins, but Christ has done it for us so that we can live under the weight of freedom. That’s 
why Scripture says in Galatians that we are not burdened by a yoke of slavery to the law and religion; we 
are set free in Christ. See, Jesus came to set people free. He came to set people free and the way that He 



did that was that He entered into the suffering condition of people. I do not want to over analyze or 
illustrate what this Samaritan is doing. I don’t think the big point here is that he is like Jesus. But I don’t 
think we have to apologize for saying that this is what Jesus does with us; He enters into our condition 
and He saves us, and He is expecting us to act the same way toward others. 

So, the Samaritan binds his wounds up and puts him on his animal. I think one translation says 
it’s a donkey. Maybe it’s a camel. I don’t know; it’s probably a donkey. I think only rich people had 
camels. So, now he’s walking. He’s walking along and leading a donkey. I don’t know if you’ve ever led a 
horse or an animal with a small child sitting on it but you have to kind of lead the animal and hold the 
child. I don’t know if he strapped the guy on or if he had him rigged up somehow but he is very carefully 
moving this man to a safe place. Then, he gets him to this inn and he gives a substantial amount of 
money so that his care can be continued. Then, it says that he opens up a tab and tells the innkeeper, “I 
don’t care what it takes, you make sure he lives. I’ll take care of the cost.” 

So, Jesus tells this story that we just cannot get to in our own brains. Do you know what I mean? 
It’s so counter cultural to what they would have understood. We don’t have a Samaritan equivalent in 
our society. But that’s what it’s like. 

Then, the story comes back around and there’s a response. Jesus will often answer questions 
with questions. So, the man asks, “What do I do to inherit eternal life?,” and Jesus asks him a question, 
“What does it say in the Bible?” Now, Jesus is going to ask him another question. He says, 

 
“Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell 

among the robbers? 37 He said, ‘The one who showed him mercy.’” 
 
It’s really cool. He doesn’t say “the Samaritan.” He doesn’t identify him by his race, his creed, or 

his skin color; he just says, “Yeah, there is one guy here who showed mercy.” He’s the one who proved 
to be a neighbor.  

 
“And Jesus said to him, ‘You go, and do likewise.’” 

 
It’s really simple and I think there are two main points that I want to pull out of this. Jesus 

teaches the man and those listening that a man will prove his love for the Lord in the way that he loves 
and helps others, in particular, those who are put in his path and are much less fortunate. The law 
doesn’t provide salvation—Jesus does. Works don’t earn a man’s way to God but a man who is truly 
saved will live a life of good works and obedience. 

Now, that sets up the second point. The first point is that we know the law doesn’t save a man. 
The second point is that works of the law do not bring salvation; however, true salvation will lead to a 
life of action. We see this throughout Scripture; where the Word of God will explain to us through 
examples that if you are really following Christ that an evidence of that is going to be that you are going 
to obey God’s Word. And one of the evidences is that you are going to love other people. You are going 
to love God’s Word as God has given it to us. You are not going to distort it, and twist it, and make it 
work for your life. You are not going to use it as a means to give yourself license but you are also not 
going to use it as a means to beat other people up. 

See, there are two things that people tend to do with God’s Word; we tend to spin into the rut 
of legalism, which is where we take God’s Word and we add to it strenuous things that we can abide by 
so that it makes us feel more religious and more spiritual. But the other thing that people do is that they 
take God’s Word and sort of set it aside and say, “Jesus saved me, so I no longer have to deal with the 
law. The law is no longer a part of my life. Jesus fulfilled the law and so I can just live how I want to.” 
See, for thousands of years people lived according to the law. Now, we don’t, because Jesus fulfilled the 
law. So, people set it aside and say, “Well, we can just live in freedom,” and they will distort the freedom 



that Christ gives us. That’s called ‘license’—it’s like I’m giving myself a self-subscribed license to live 
however I want to. The Word of God teaches us that if we really follow Jesus, and we are shaped and 
changed by the Gospel, our actions will follow what has been done in our hearts. So, we will love Jesus 
with our heart, soul, minds, and strength, and our actions will follow that. 

Scripture teaches us that. Let me share a few passages that I think will be really helpful. Romans 
7:4. Listen to this, 

 
“Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, 

so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order 
that we may bear fruit for God. 5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful 
passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death. 6 But 
now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we 
serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code. 

7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not 
been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to 
covet if the law had not said, ‘You shall not covet.’ 8 But sin, seizing an opportunity 
through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from 
the law, sin lies dead. 9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment 
came, sin came alive and I died. 10 The very commandment that promised life proved to 
be death to me. 11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived 
me and through it killed me. 12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and 
righteous and good.” 
 
Here’s what he’s saying. I’m going through life and the law exposes sin in my life. When I see the 

law, the nature that’s in me is a rebellious nature so it says, “How can I rebel against the law?” You see 
this in small children. Parents, have you seen this in small kids? As soon as there is a rule they think that 
law is there to be manipulated or broken, right? You don’t have to teach a kid to break the rules; you 
have to teach them to follow the rules. You don’t have to teach a kid to disobey. You have to teach them 
to obey. As soon as I’m told not to do something, something inside of me wants to do the very thing that 
I’m told not to do. It’s fascinating. Think about that. This is a principle in Scripture. We don’t even have 
to think about whether that’s true in my life. It’s true in your life because the Bible says it. Paul, writing 
in Romans 7, says that what happens is that the law exposes sin in my life, and the very law that is 
exposing that sin, I want to rebel against it. That’s where it is good in one sense; because it exposes my 
need for someone to step in and rescue me—someone who is able to fulfill the righteous requirements 
of the law that I am not able to fulfill. That someone is Jesus. Amen? Jesus fulfilled the law. He said, “I 
didn’t come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law.” In Romans 10:4, it says that Christ is the end of the 
law to everyone who believes. He fulfills it, but He doesn’t fulfill it as if to discard it and throw it away; 
He fulfills it as if to shine a light on it and say that the law is good because it exposed in you what you 
needed exposed; namely, that you can’t earn your salvation, you can’t get to God in your own strength. 
So, the law exposes the core heart of who we are and helps us to understand our need for a Savior, and 
Jesus is that Savior because He completely fulfills the law—every jot, every tittle, every word, and every 
line perfectly. He never sins against it. He never sins against it and He goes to the cross as a perfect law-
keeper and dies in our place as a perfect sacrifice. It’s beautiful. 

Let me read another one. Romans 8:1, 
 

“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own 



Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order 
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” 
 
Christ has done what we could not do, in that He has fulfilled the righteous requirement of the 

law. Then, in Romans 13:8-10, listen to this. 
 

“Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,’ and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.” 
 
What Jesus teaches us is that with Him in us we can do what the law demands. Though we are 

not judged by that law—we are judged by the righteous works of Christ—in us we will see that all of the 
law that is summarized by loving our neighbor as ourself is going to become a reality in our lives. What 
does that mean? We are going to care about people. You are going to care about people more than you 
care about yourself if you have Jesus. If Christ is in you, you are going to love people. That’s going to be 
the mark of a believer. We are going to love people. We are going to care about people. We are going to 
want to tell them about Jesus. We are going to help meet physical needs. We are going to want to help 
meet spiritual needs. We are going to want to, most importantly, share the Gospel with them. We are 
going to care about people. We are not going to be selfish. We are not going to be worried about our 
stuff, our time, our cleanliness. We are going to care about people. We are going to love people. We are 
going to want to reach people with the Gospel of Jesus. That’s what it is all summarized into saying. 

So, the story kind of shifts gears and I really like what happens next because what Jesus has 
done here is He has exampled for the lawyer and for us as readers what it looks like to love others—to 
love my neighbor as myself. He’s shown that. Ultimately, what that Samaritan is doing is what He would 
want somebody to do for him. If he was in that situation he would want somebody to do that for him. If 
you were in that situation you would want somebody to come along and help you. 

I’ll never forget. I was coming home from college one time from Virginia back down here to 
North Carolina. There was a girl at college and somehow I knew she needed a ride. I didn’t know her. 
But she got into my old truck and we had to stop about every fifty miles and put a quart of oil in it. It was 
awful. I don’t know how that thing ever got anywhere and eventually it stopped getting anywhere. But, 
at one of our stops I had forgotten to put the cap back on. I kept a case of cheap oil in the back of that 
old ’67 Chevy. The rocker panels were rusted out and it looked like Fred Sanford was driving down the 
road. Three on the tree had been converted to three in the floor but I broke the stick, so I had a big old 
set of vise grips that were my shifter. Every once in a while that thing would run off in second gear and 
I’d be running down the road and have to get her into third. Anyway, I was coming through Greensboro 
on 29 and I had to pull over because smoke was coming out of it and I had an oil film on the windshield. 
That little girl and I had known each other about an hour at this point and she didn’t know what was 
happening. She was having the experience of her life. It was about twelve o’clock at night and I needed 
oil. Way through the woods I could see some lights at a place that looked like a farm or something and I 
said, “I’ve got a gun in the dash,” and I dropped open the glovebox and I said, “Here’s a gun. Do you 
know how to use one?” She was terrified. I said, “This is a revolver. All you have to do is pull the trigger 
and bullets will come out. All you have to do is point it right at the bad guy if he tries to get you.” She 
was scared out of her wits. I said, “I’ll be right back,” and I went into the darkness. I needed a quart of oil 
to get home. So, I went off and I remember it was the most desperate feeling going from house to house 
wondering if I was going to get shot. Finally, there were some lights on and a man was out in his shop 



and he gave me three or four quarts of oil. I got the truck going and we got on home. But, I remember 
getting back on the road and thinking, “Thank the Lord that guy actually helped me.” If you’ve ever been 
in a situation where you are kind of sunk or dead in the water where you are facing bankruptcy, or 
they’re going to take your house, or you can’t pay the bills, and somebody steps in—we know what it’s 
like to be the person in need. There are times where in our selfishness maybe we need to tap into that 
and let that drive our own action. Love people the way you want to be loved. It’s that simple. That 
simplifies it. 

Then, there is this beautiful picture with Mary and Martha that shows us the other principle, 
which is to love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. You have Martha busy about the 
house and she’s working and working. We do this. We get so busy. Oftentimes, when we ask people, 
“How’s it going with you? Are you walking with the Lord? How’s your time in the Word?” and we get the 
answer, “Well, I’m just so busy.” “Oh, like Martha in Luke 10.” Yeah, that’s exactly what we do. We are 
busy, and I know that for me I get real convicted over the fact that oftentimes I’m busy doing ministry 
and forget to worship Jesus. I’m busy being a good Christian and forget that what Jesus is impressed by 
throughout Scripture is faith. Like that lady we read about a few weeks ago in our study of Luke; she was 
bent over and she could barely walk and she touched the hem of His garment. He turned about and said, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you whole.” He empowers people’s faith. He doesn’t always empower 
people’s activity. You can be super busy as a Christian, you can involve yourself in a dozen ministries, 
and you can write checks to a dozen more, but if you are not loving God with a pure heart and aren’t 
sitting at His feet every day, like Mary is doing—she’s just sitting there and I love what He calls it; He 
says, “She has chosen the good portion.” If we could see that every day God has a portion for us, a 
portion from His Word. It’s a powerful picture that if we will take time and sit at the feet of Jesus every 
day, and read His Word, and talk to Him, here’s what will happen—a love relationship will be cultivated 
in our hearts. I think a lot of people struggle with this idea of loving God. What’s it look like to love God? 
Well, start by sitting at the feet of Jesus. What’s going to happen is it is going to begin to unlock emotion 
in your life toward Christ—and emotion is a lot better than religious activity. 

A lot of times emotion gets downplayed. I’ve talked to a lot of people who are very intellectual 
in their approach to the Christian faith. They don’t want to make it emotional. But we absolutely want to 
make it emotional. There is a man who was God and He had His body broken for me. If that doesn’t tap 
into the deepest core of your emotion then I question if the Gospel has really taken root in your life. 
That’s an emotional thing. It’s an intellectual thing, and we are to love God with our mind, but we don’t 
get to the mind part and check out. It should rattle us to our core every time we think of the goodness of 
the Lord. And by sitting at His feet and reading His Word—I read a quote the other day by Billy Graham 
about his father-in-law who was a missionary to China94. He would start reading the Scripture at 4:30 
every morning and read it until 7am and then start his workday. Two-and-a-half hours of Scripture. He’d 
probably chuckle at that read-the-Bible-through-in-a-year plan. He’d be like, “That’s it? That’s like a 
snack.” You’d be reading the Bible through monthly. But Billy Graham said he was the most spiritual 
man he’d ever known in his life. Literally, the joy of the Lord oozed out of him and the Word of God was 
on his lips. His life was shaped by the Scripture. If we would just sit at the feet of Jesus before we get 
busy, before we do the work of the day, and just spend time alone with the Lord, then He will cultivate 
in us that love. He’s the author of our faith. He’s the author of our love. So when we spend time with 
Him it’s going to cultivate that. 

If you have ever had a relationship with a person, the more time that you spent with them the 
more you appreciated them and loved them. This is a simple principle. The more time you spend with 
Jesus, at His feet in His Word, receiving the portion that He has for you, the more you are going to love 
Him, and as a result that is going to mean that you are going to love others better. Jesus has given us 

                                                             
94 Lemuel Nelson Bell (July 30, 1894 – August 2, 1973) 



two incredibly practical principles here that somehow sum up the entire Old Testament, fulfilled in 
Christ. It’s simplified and given to us as two things. Here are thousands of years of revelation from God 
through prophets, written and put on pages by the leading of the Holy Spirit, laws that created an entire 
ceremonial system, and entire worship system, fulfilled in one man’s thirty-three year life, who was God 
in the flesh, and then He says, “Let me make this simple for you. We will break it down into two things; 
love God more than you love anything else and love people more than you love yourself, and you will do 
the Christian life the way God intended it to be done.” Amen? 

Let’s pray. 
Lord,	we	love	you,	and	we	thank	you,	and	we	praise	you	for	your	Word	and	for	the	

application	of	it	in	our	own	lives.	Thank	you	for	conviction	of	sin	and	thank	you	for	instruction	in	
righteousness.	Thank	you	for	showing	us	what	it	is	to	die	to	ourself	and	our	own	desires	and	to	love	
other	people	really	well.	You	exampled	that	for	us,	Jesus,	in	your	life	and	now	you	want	us	to	do	it	in	
our	own	lives.	So,	help	us	to,	please.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	be	a	church	full	of	people	that	are	on	
mission,	that	are	loving	our	neighbors	well,	that	are	engaging	people	with	the	Gospel,	that	are	not	
obsessed	with	the	busyness	of	life	but	that	we	would	spend	time	as	individuals	at	the	feet	of	Jesus.	
That	we	wouldn’t	be	like	the	lawyer	and	manipulate	the	Word	of	God	to	make	it	work	for	us	but	
that	we	would	understand	that	you	are	for	us,	not	against	us,	and	if	you	are	for	us	then	the	best	
thing	we	can	do	is	live	lives	of	obedience	to	you.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	worship	you	in	spirit	and	
in	truth	and	that	we	would	love	others	well	and	that	that	would	be	a	defining	characteristic	of	this	
church	and	of	each	one	of	us	in	this	church.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

Let me invite you, if you don’t have a relationship with Jesus—we don’t do long, drawn out 
invitations here. If you’ve been to churches that do altar calls, we don’t do big ones. We believe in the 
sufficiency of the Word of God. But if you don’t know Jesus, we would invite you to come to Jesus 
tonight. Call on the name of the Lord and be saved. The Bible says that if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord, you believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you believe what we 
read tonight that Jesus is the one who fulfilled the righteous requirement of the law because you could 
never do that, and if you will receive what He has for you and turn from your sin, He will save you. There 
will be pastors down front who would love to talk to you and pray with you. You can do it right there in 
your seat and then talk to us afterwards. We’d love to help you know what the first steps of the 
Christian life look like. So, let’s stand together and sing.
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Go ahead and open to Luke 11. I’m pretty excited. I think Zach mentioned it during the call to 

worship, saying it’s almost convicting right off the bat to know that we are going to be looking at prayer, 
talking about prayer, receiving instruction on prayer. I know that for me, coming into this study, that it’s 
an area where I know that I fall short. It’s easy to be convicted because I know that I don’t pray like I 
should. But I don’t want us to come in with that weight already sitting on us. That’s not the intention of 
our Lord. The more time that I’ve spent in this passage over the last couple of weeks; it’s just been so 
refreshing. Because what it’s done as I’ve meditated on the instruction of our Lord, as I have taken His 
words and had them before me, is that the Lord has been so faithful. I’ve been so much more mindful to 
pray. My mind has drifted to this passage often as to where my prayer should start and where my 
confidence before the Lord really lies, and what I should really expect in that time of prayer. It’s just 
been so good. It’s so good that we have a loving, heavenly Father who would say, “Time out. Y’all get 
together this Sunday night and hear from my Word that this is how you can pray. This is how you should 
pray.” In God’s grace, He’s teaching us, He’s instructing us, He’s drawing us to himself. 

So, let’s come to this expecting to see, “Of course. Of course we are not where we want to be.” 
Right? Pick your spiritual discipline and you are not where you ought to be. Do you want to know why? 
Because you’re not dead yet. Right? Right. Do you get it? When we die we will see Jesus as He is, I will 
be made like Him, and I will no longer struggle with my prayer life, right? Yeah, but until then it’s a 
struggle. In fact, it seems like it’s part of the Lord’s plan that we progress in this. None of us has arrived. 
That’s okay. It’s the Lord’s plan. He is sanctifying you. That’s currently what He’s doing. He’s conforming 
you more into the image of His Son. That’s good. The correction of our Lord, if you do feel convicted as 
we walk through this passage, is great. That means that you’re a son or a daughter of the Most High and 
He’s convicting you because He loves you and He wants to grow you and change you. So, come into this 
passage with excitement that the Lord loves us enough to teach us and to instruct us. 

Alright, so turn to Luke 11:1, 
 
“Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his 

disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 And he said 
to them, “When you pray, say: 

 
“Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 
3 Give us each day our daily bread, 
4 and forgive us our sins, 
    for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into temptation.” 
 
5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight 

and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a 
journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not 
bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and 
give you anything’? 8 I tell you, though he will not get up and give him anything because 
he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he 
needs. 9 And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 



and to the one who knocks it will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks 
for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him 
a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

 
So, here’s the setting. Jesus has just finished praying. In Luke and throughout the Gospels it is 

emphasized that we see Jesus all the time praying. Especially before some major event or when 
something major is happening in His ministry. We see Jesus getting off by himself to pray. This is His 
life—His pattern of living. He spends His time with the Father. So, it seems like one of the disciples—and 
we don’t know if this is one of the twelve or one of the other people who are following Jesus—sees that 
Jesus has this intimacy with the Father. He sees that Jesus is dependent on prayer so he asks Him, 
“Teach us to pray,” and he says, “Like John taught his disciples.” History tells us that rabbis and teachers 
would, for their own group of disciples, have a formalized prayer that they kind of came up with and 
that they would all repeat together. They would memorize it and repeat it together and it would kind of 
set them apart. It would be like, “He prays like John the Baptist so he’s one of John’s disciples.” 

So, whether that’s what the disciples’ desire was or not, Jesus takes this occasion to teach on 
prayer. And this isn’t the first time Jesus has done it. This is the first time in Luke that we see it but we 
know that earlier in Jesus’ ministry we see it in Matthew’s gospel in Matthew 6, and it’s probably the 
version of the Lord’s prayer that we are most familiar with. If you were reading along in your mind as I 
was reading Luke’s writing of Jesus’ prayer you realized that it was different. It’s not the same cadence. 
In Matthew’s prayer there are more lines to it. Let’s read that real quick. 

Matthew 6:9, 
 

“Pray then like this: 
“Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name. 
10 Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us this day our daily bread, 
12 and forgive us our debts, 
    as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil.” 
 

So, in Matthew’s telling he has more written down and this isn’t a problem. This is really helpful 
because he gives us a fuller picture of our Lord’s teaching on prayer. It’s a different occasion altogether. 
This was earlier in Christ’s ministry, He’s in a totally different location, and He’s teaching the same 
prayer but He emphasizes different things in the surrounding context. 

This is great because it helps up in Luke’s telling when this disciple comes up to Jesus and says, 
“Teach us to pray.” When He goes into it, it really seems like He’s emphasizing the corporate aspect of 
praying. The language He uses is plural and it’s like He’s saying, “When y’all pray together…” When we 
read it we should get the idea that this is something that we should do together. We do—we pray as a 
church, right? We do it a lot. Usually one person leads and we don’t just use it as a cover or segue to 
another part of the church service. It’s smooth but that’s not why we do it, right? We pray together, 
corporately, and we come together in one mind to meet with our Father. We are praying as a body, as 
His children, together. That’s really emphasized in Luke, but in Matthew’s telling of it, it’s the same 
prayer but Jesus is emphasizing the personal aspect of it. He says, “When you guys pray, don’t be like 



the hypocrites who stand up to be seen and heard. Go to your Father in secret. Get behind closed doors. 
Get alone with God, and when you do, pray like this.” It’s helpful and it gives us more context as to how 
we individually and corporately are to approach our God in prayer. 

Ryken says this, 
 
“The difference between Matthew and Luke shows us that Jesus was giving us a normative 
pattern for prayer but not a rigid form. The Lord’s Prayer is a model, not a mantra.” 
 
So, he’s saying that even the fact that Jesus didn’t say the exact same thing both times is helpful. 

He doesn’t want us to fall into this rigid, legalistic routine of this is what you say and this is all you say. 
He’s saying that this is the form of it. Because, really, everything that Matthew says that Luke doesn’t is 
still implied by what is said. We will see that as we go through it. 

So, back to Luke, where He says, 
 

“And he said to them, “When you pray….” 
 
Again, the “you” is plural. 
 

“When you pray, say, “Father….” 
 
“Father”—this is huge. We know it but we are also sometimes numb to it. I know I am. This is 

how we always pray. I’ve been thinking about this for a couple of weeks so I’ve been paying attention to 
people as they pray, myself included. That’s a good thing. You know, in a normal conversation if I’m 
talking to somebody and I pause to think about what I’m going to say, no one thinks bad about me. No 
one is like, “This guy doesn’t have his act together.” But, when we pray, we think that if we pause we are 
no longer spiritual, like, “Who let this guy pray? He keeps stopping to think about what he wants to say 
to the Almighty God of the universe.” So, instead of pausing and thinking we do things like say His name 
a whole bunch, over and over again. Like, “Father, I just wanted to pray to you, Father, and thank you, 
Father, because you’re a good Father, and Father…..” Did you forget who you are talking to? Or did you 
think He forgot you were talking to Him? No, we are just filling space and that’s fine. That’s fine. But, we 
say it so much that it’s good to pause and to think about what Jesus just did. Because Jesus just changed 
everything. In the whole of the Old Testament, God is referred to as Father somewhere between 
thirteen and sixteen times, only one of which really feels like it’s a personal, individual thing. Other 
times it’s used it seems like the Creator of the nation of Israel is the God of the nation, but we don’t see 
people individually referring to God as their Father. We don’t see it in the Old Testament. Then, Jesus 
comes on the scene and in the gospels alone it’s more than sixty times. Jesus is all the time referring to 
God as Father. 

And do you remember what Jesus said to Mary after the resurrection? It’s so good. Jesus has 
just risen from the dead and completed His work of atonement. Jesus went to the cross and paid for our 
sin so that we would no longer be enemies of God. He removed our iniquity. He takes away our guilt and 
shame and He pays for it all on the cross. He says, “It is finished,” He dies, He is laid in a tomb, and three 
days later He is alive and victorious over sin, and death, having absorbed all of the Hell that you and I 
deserve. He sees Mary and Mary sees Him, and He says, “Don’t cling to me. I have to go back to my 
Father.” One day we may explain what He means when we study it and figure out what He means by 
that. But, then He says this, and we know what this means; this is beautiful. He says, “I must go to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” He changed everything. Not only in the Old 
Testament sense, when with the nation of Israel there was still so much separation in this covenant of 
God’s grace. There was so much separation, that they didn’t have the audacity to say, “My Father in 



Heaven.” They wouldn’t do it. They felt the separation too much. Then Jesus comes and He says, “He’s 
my Father, and now, because of my completed work through my life, death, and resurrection, He’s your 
Father. He’s not just my God—He’s your God.” Jesus brings us into this intimate relationship with God 
that changes everything. We go from being enemies of God to being His adopted sons and daughters. 
Jesus says, “Because of that, when you pray, say ‘Father’….’Father.’” 

Look at Galatians 4:4-7, 
 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, 
born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, 
then an heir through God.” 
 
It’s beautiful, this intimacy that we now have with God, where we can address Him directly. Not 

only do we not need a system of priests and sacrifices but because the sacrifice of Jesus is so complete 
and perfect we have full access to God and He says, “Call me Father. Call me Abba.” It’s an intimate term 
of reverence and respect. God is our Father, our Heavenly Father. 

During the last couple of weeks, studying it and thinking about my own life and the fatherhood 
of God, I was thinking about how often I’ve heard this—and I don’t want to dismiss all of it—but I’ve 
heard so many people say that this can be hard. I listened to a sermon last week while mowing the grass 
and it was telling how this can be hard if your father was fill-in-the-blank; if he abandoned you, if he was 
abusive, if he let you down in some way, if he didn’t represent God to you the way that he should have . 
It can be hard for you to see God as Father. I don’t want to dismiss that because I get it, but I think that 
the opposite is so true. Whether you had a godly daddy who strived to be what God wanted him to be 
or if you had a father who wasn’t, to whatever degree; in either case, that’s not primarily how we know 
God as Father. Primarily how we know God as Father is what we just read from Galatians. It’s because 
when we came to Christ for salvation, He put this new spirit in us, His Holy Spirit; the third person of the 
Trinity, Almighty God, and by that new spirit He has communicated to us in a way that an earthly daddy, 
good or bad, never could. It’s by that Spirit that we say, “God is my Father.” It’s by His Spirit that we 
understand beyond comprehension any other way; by His Spirit that we understand that my God loves 
me. He is my God who provides for me. He protects me. He fights for me. He gives me the victory. It’s by 
His Spirit. So, whether good or bad, rejoice in both. For one, it’s a small way of saying, “I know what God 
is like because my dad loved me.” That’s great. It’s a great starting point. But there’s the contrast of, “I 
feel this gnawing void inside of me…that is, I did until I met Jesus. Now, I know God as my Father and 
that void is no more.” So, when we pray, we are coming to our Father. We are coming to our Father. 
Man! What kind of confidence we can have. Right? 

Then, He says, 
 

“Hallowed be your name.” 
 
Hallowed be your name. This is good, because if He just said “Father” and didn’t follow it up 

with this, we might get too comfortable. We might start getting too familiar. It would be intimacy 
without the reverence. I think we would miss it. He is our heavenly Father…and…He is God. Right? It’s 
intimate reverence. They need to be tied together and never separated. We don’t go to Him casually, 
like a punk kid who calls their parents by their first names. If you did that in your home that’s up to you. 
But, with God there is intimacy but there is also reverence. He’s saying that as you come to God to pray 
don’t forget who you are talking to. Is He your Father? Yes, so come with confidence and come to 
worship. Come to worship. 



I don’t know how many times I’ve heard people say—and I will throw off on this—when they 
were trying to teach someone else to pray they’d say, “Hey, buddy, you can talk to God like you would 
talk to anybody.” No. Even a small child knows this isn’t real. Talk to God like you talk to anybody? Like 
other people I can’t see? Like other people who are upholding the universe by the power of their word? 
Like other people who are perfect in holiness? Other people who declared the end of time from the 
beginning of time and are accomplishing their will through everything, even in the face of rebellion and 
sin? Is anybody else like that? No. How we come to God is different. It is different when you pray than 
when you talk to somebody else. We have to come in faith because we don’t see Him right now. We are 
looking dimly in a mirror, right? But we come knowing and remembering. This is why this is a discipline. 
Come knowing that this is your Father and come in confidence knowing that He loves you, and then 
come to worship because He is totally unique. There is no one like God. He is the one, true, living God. 
We are talking about coming into the presence of Yahweh and it is only through the perfect sacrifice, 
the perfect righteousness of Jesus, given to us, that we can come to God. So, remember who He is. 

So, pray, “Hallowed be your name.” It’s not just the name, or the sound if we were to say 
‘Yahweh,’ or ‘Jehovah,’ or ‘Father.’ It’s not just the sound. This should take our minds back to the law 
that says, “Don’t take the Lord’s name in vain.” It’s holy. The name of the Lord is holy but we aren’t just 
talking about the sound we make because, for the Hebrew, the name equaled the character. Right? He 
is saying may God’s character and nature be known, because when He is known, what we are praying is, 
“God, may you be seen for who you really are, and may that start with us right now.” Whether that’s 
individually in your prayer closet or corporately when we come together, we say, “God, you are holy. 
You are righteous. You are just.” Zach read Psalm 96 and it’s beautiful, right? “May you, in your glory 
and your splendor be seen by all people, because you are worthy to be worshipped for who you are, in 
your perfection, and your power, in your grace, in your mercy, and in your lovingkindness. May you be 
seen by your creation because when you are seen by your creation you will be worshipped.” Jesus says, 
when you come to Him pray like that. Know whose presence you are coming into and take the time to 
worship Him. It’s for His glory and that’s for our good. 

Isn’t it good when you stop in your day, even if it’s just you by yourself, and you just worship 
God for how good He is? When you remember the goodness of your God, the beauty, and the majesty, 
and the splendor of your God, and you stop and just spend that time basking in His glory? Listen, here’s 
why that feels so good. Because that’s why you were made. That’s why we exist; to have those 
moments. That’s why Heaven doesn’t get old. Heaven always has the new car smell because we get to 
see that 24/7. We live in that reality all the time. It’s why we won’t get bored of singing, “Holy, holy, 
holy.” We won’t get tired of singing, “Worthy is the Lamb.” Why? Because we will see Him as He is. 

 
“Your kingdom come.” 

 
First and foremost, what He is praying is for the fulfillment; that what began on that first 

Christmas morning will come to completion. The day when there is a new Heaven and a new Earth and 
sin is forever, finally done away with. The Gospel will have been preached to all nations and then the 
end will come. People from every tongue, every tribe, and every language will be around the throne 
worshipping Jesus when we are all together in that moment when Jesus rules and reigns and there is no 
more opposition. It’s like, “That day—may your kingdom come.” No doubt that is what Jesus is telling us 
to pray for. Not only is it that God wants us to partake in this—He wants us to join in what He started on 
Christmas morning. 

In our travels through Luke, what have we seen Jesus doing? He’s preaching the kingdom of God 
and He’s doing things to bring it in. He is actively bringing in the kingdom of God, and as children of God 
that’s what we need to be doing. When Jesus said, “Hey, if you’re going to follow me deny yourself, daily 
take up your cross, and follow me.” What’s that going to look like? That’s going to look like us actively 



partaking in bringing in the kingdom, continuing the work of Jesus on the foundation of His life, death, 
and resurrection. We are now calling people to repent. We are now being conformed to His image. We 
are working this out and part of it is to pray for it. Pray for His kingdom to come. We just saw in Luke 
10:2, where Jesus says, “Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send workers into the field.” Why? Because 
that is people coming into the kingdom of God and that’s what God’s kingdom is all about—bringing 
people in, bringing new citizens in to worship their King and to submit to His rule. So, no doubt, when 
Jesus is telling us to pray this, He has in view Revelation 21. 

 
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away. 

5 And he who was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things 
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ 6 And he 
said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the 
thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment.’” 
 
That’s our hope. Why does He want us to stop and pray for this? Because God, in His grace, 

allows us to actively partake in the fulfillment of this, of bringing this day to bear, as the Gospel is going 
out. We get to partake of this, and it is real, and it is powerful. Pray for this day to come. “Lord Jesus, 
come, and come quickly.” Right? Pray for the kingdom of God to come. This reminds us that this is our 
hope. This is your hope. This is what you live for. Not for comfort, and entertainment, and safety, and 
riches—this is your hope, the kingdom of God. This is what you are looking forward to. Not a nice 
retirement. You are looking forward to a new Heaven and a new Earth where Jesus rules and reigns 
supreme as our Father. 

 
“Give us this day our daily bread.” 

 
Isn’t this good? We just went from such a cosmic scene to, “And, Holy Father, take care of my 

needs today. Can I have something to eat today?” Listen, we are about to see it in this story that Jesus 
tells. You can’t bother God. You can’t bother God. You can’t disturb the all-knowing, right? You can’t 
distract an infinite Being. He’s got it. There is nothing too small that it would be bothersome to God to 
answer. He says, “Ask your Father, the Holy One, to provide for your daily needs.” Why? It’s good for us, 
too, for our sanctification, to remember how completely dependent we are. It’s good for us, specifically, 
for us at Red Oak, and our guests who live in this country, to remember that those who are considered 
poor among us have access at least to three meals a day. We don’t go hungry. But that doesn’t mean we 
are any less dependent. But it can mean, if we are not careful, that we will forget how dependent we are 
and we will miss the blessing of worshipping God for how He fulfills this need. So, He says, “Stop. Pray. 
Pray that God takes care of your daily provision—food, drink, oxygen, life, health. Pray for these things. 
You aren’t going to bother God. It’s no burden to God to listen to this request.” 

I think it’s more than that. It’s definitely that but I think it’s more than that, as well. I think it is 
meeting our physical needs and I think that we need to stop and pray for it. We will see at the end of 
Jesus’ teaching here why, but this is spiritual, too. We need daily provision by not just of physical bread, 
right? Remember when Jesus was being tempted by Satan when He had fasted for forty days? Satan 



said, “If you are who you say you are why don’t you turn one of these rocks into bread?” What does 
Jesus come back with? “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word from the mouth of God.” 
For a good Jew, “daily bread” would take their mind to the daily bread in the wilderness that God 
provided, called manna. Then, Jesus blew that out of the water in the Book of John, when He said, 
“That’s me. That’s about me. I’m the bread that’s come down.” We need daily the Word of God. We 
need daily to focus on Jesus and to daily take in the words of God. He’s been so gracious to give us His 
Scripture. Stop and pray for this. Stop and humbly say, “God, I need for you to provide for me today. I’m 
trusting you for my daily provision of food, and drink, and life. But God, what would any of that mean if I 
don’t have your Word? If I don’t have your presence? If I don’t have your Truth?” 

 
“And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to 

us.” 
 
Forgive us our sins. This is great. As a believer, we know we are forgiven. Jesus has provided 

eternal redemption, eternal salvation. He has saved to the uttermost. He’s separated you as far as the 
east is from the west from your sins and He then He goes further; He says, “Get this picture in your 
mind—I’ve buried them in the sea of forgetfulness.” They are gone. Your sins are gone. You are forgiven. 
You are no longer seen by God as a sinner but your identity is in Christ and He sees you as His beloved 
son or daughter. You’re forgiven. So, why does He say this? Why pray this? This isn’t coming to salvation 
again. This isn’t that I am in danger of going to Hell if every time I sin I don’t ask for that to be forgiven. 
This isn’t for salvation, so what’s happening? This is within the relationship with our Father—this is 
restoration. Because we do sin in our flesh. Right? 

1 John 1:9-10, 
 

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us.” 
 
It’s just that we would come and confess. Why? Because when we come and confess our sin to 

our Father and are reminded that we are forgiven it is bringing restoration to that relationship. We are 
staying close and clean and it’s reminding ourselves of our total dependence on Jesus to not only have 
saved us but to sanctify us, to keep us, and to grow us. 

Then He says this, 
 

“…as we forgive those who have sinned against us.” 
 
We forgive those who are indebted to us. Listen to this. This is from a commentator named 

Stein. He said this, 
 
“The hand that reaches out to God for forgiveness cannot withhold forgiveness to others.” 
 
This is clear. This is the overwhelming teaching of Scripture, right? Remember when Jesus tells 

the story of the guy who had been forgiven a little bit? He had this little debt and the king forgave him. 
Then, another man came along who owed the first man less than the first man had been forgiven. But 
the first man didn’t forgive him his debt. He beat him up and had him thrown into prison. Then, the king 
called him and asked him what he was doing. The king said, “I forgave you of your whole debt and you 
are going to hold this against your brother?” It’s this picture that as a Christian that we can’t do that. 
Our natural disposition as a child of God is to forgive others the way that Christ has forgiven us. That’s 



our natural disposition. We’ve been forgiven so much, how can we not forgive whatever has been done 
to us? 

I just want to be clear—as a child of God we never have a right to hold bitterness against 
anybody. Don’t do that. Don’t hold bitterness against anybody. Why? Because we know who that 
destroys—you. What will that rot away? Your understanding of God’s grace. We never have a right to 
hold bitterness against anybody and we never have a right to hold vengeance and wrath against 
anybody. That’s why the Bible says things like, “Give place to wrath…give vengeance to the Lord.” Why? 
Because He alone can handle wrath and judgment. It’s clear. So, as a believer, we are free to release 
people. Whatever they’ve done to you, you can release it. You can hand that over to Jesus. You can trust 
Jesus with the pain, and the anger, and whatever hurt has come through that relationship. You are free 
to do it. 

But it is not always going to look like forgiving others the way Jesus forgave you. Here’s what I 
mean by that. How does Jesus forgive us? How does He forgive us? When we repent, by His grace, by 
His Spirit, He forgives. It’s gone. He removes the eternal consequences from us. Even in that, there 
might be some natural consequences, right? A person who lives twenty years in sin and abuses alcohol, 
and drugs, and sex—just because they get saved and the eternal consequences of that sin are gone and 
paid for, doesn’t mean that for the next fifteen years of their life that there won’t be consequences to 
the abuse that sin had on their life. Right? So, I want us to think about when we talk about forgiving 
others—this is a long qualifying statement but I think it’s important. I think sometimes that people put 
an undue weight on other people to move on and to accept people back into their lives under a false 
understanding of what’s being taught in the Scriptures. The reality is that if somebody has sinned 
against you, abused you—verbally, physically, sexually—and they haven’t owned that or asked for 
forgiveness—they cut you deeply and they don’t repent of that and they don’t own that—you can’t 
forgive them the way that Christ has forgiven you. When somebody doesn’t ask God’s forgiveness in 
repentance, His wrath is still on them. There can’t be reconciliation the way we know it in our 
relationship with God. When somebody continues an abusive pattern of living towards you, you can 
release the bitterness, you can trust God with wrath, and you can separate yourself from them. That’s 
biblical because in Christ we are free. Don’t hang on to the bitterness. Don’t hang on to the judgment. 
Jesus can handle those things. We trust Him with that. 

Now, primarily, when Scripture is talking about forgiving other people—primarily and 
overwhelmingly it’s in the context of a believer who has sinned against us and they come and ask for 
forgiveness. Absolutely, seventy times seven, we forgive them and join back into fellowship. Rejoice in 
that you have been forgiven so much and because of that you’re now acting like your God and Savior 
when you offer that same forgiveness and join back into fellowship. 

 
“And lead us not into temptation.” 

 
Lead us not into temptation. So, we’ve seen daily provision--physical bread and spiritual bread. 

Daily restoration—being able to confess sin to God, knowing that we are forgiven, drawing near to Him 
to receive grace and mercy. Daily protection—lead us not into temptation. 

We know this from James 1:13, 
 

“Let no one say when he is tempted, ‘I am being tempted by God,’ for God 
cannot be tempted with evil and He, himself, tempts no one.” 
 
God doesn’t lead us into temptation. God doesn’t cause temptation. So, what is Jesus saying 

here when He says, “And lead us not into temptation”? The prayer is that we would not be led into 
temptation that would overcome us; that we would be protected from sin. I think what Jesus is saying, 



and in Matthew’s telling of it, He is saying, “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil 
one.” That fuller picture helps us understand that what He is saying is that we would not be led to a 
place of temptation—that we would be protected from giving into temptation, and being overwhelmed, 
and overcome by sin. I think this; what Jesus wants us to pray here is that we stop, whether it’s 
corporately or individually, and say, “Lead me not into temptation.” You and I know the places where we 
are most likely to fall. I know—in my life I know the sin that I’m tempted by the most. There is nothing 
more strategic, or practical, or powerful that I can do in that moment, day by day, than to stop and to 
pray for God’s protection in that area—that I would not be led into temptation, that I would not be 
overcome by that sin. Before I make a plan to avoid it at all cost, I stop and ask the Lord to protect me; 
to continue to provide His protection so that I would not once again be enslaved. 

So, it’s awesome. We come in confidence to our Father to worship Him, receive His daily 
provision, daily restoration, and daily protection. But Jesus has more to teach us. There are a lot of 
verses left but Jesus is only making a couple of points. So, He tells this story. 

 
“And he said to them, ‘Which of you….?’” 

 
He’s going to say, “Which of you,” again in a minute. It’s rhetorical. The answer is, “No one. No 

one would do that.” It’s an obvious, absurd situation. Culturally, what’s going on is perfectly clear. To 
everyone who heard this it would be perfectly clear, to a point where a lot of people think Jesus would 
have said this with a smirk on His face. 

 
“Who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me 

three loaves, 6 for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have nothing to set 
before him’; 7 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now shut, 
and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? 8 I tell you, 
though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of 
his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. 9 And I tell you, ask, and it 
will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For 
everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it 
will be opened. 11 What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish 
give him a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who 
are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 
There is humor here because of how absurd it would be for someone to say that is how they 

would respond. So, He tells this story and kind of goes back and forth between this neighbor who comes 
and knocks and the neighbor who is sleeping. As it goes back and forth it can get confusing as to who is 
doing what, so just to make it clear I want to assign some random names to these people. So, the story 
is that this one neighbor maybe forgot that he had invited his friend but the man comes to his house 
and shows up late from a long journey. According to Hebrew custom you would provide for this friend. 
He wouldn’t have stopped at Taco Bell twenty minutes out to have a snack. He showed up hungry and as 
his host it would be a great offense not to serve him. So, this guy realized he didn’t have any food in his 
house so he went to his friend’s house. He didn’t care; he had a shameless, bold approach to his friend. 
So, let’s just call this guy Brodie. His friend, who has it together, has been in bed with his family since 
eight o’clock. Not only is he a neighbor, but he’s so organized that has bread baked already for the next 
day. So we will just randomly name him Matt. Now, here’s what happens. Brodie goes over to Matt’s 
house because Brodie forgot that he invited another guy to stay with him for a couple of days and he 
doesn’t have anything to offer him, right? But that’s no big deal. Brodie is cool with that. He’s just going 



to go next door to Matt’s house and knock on the door. Then, Matt’s going to say, “Man, go away! I’m 
asleep. We’ve all been asleep for hours.” The Lord says, “Now, listen, Matt doesn’t get up and give him 
the bread because of their friendship; he does it because Brodie is shameless. He’s bold and he’s 
persistent.” Brodie just won’t go away and he’s out there with that goofy grin, thinking it’s no big deal, 
and he’s like, “Thanks, buddy.”  

Do you see it? The point isn’t that Matt is like God and he’s grumpy and that you have to be like 
Brodie and just come, and come, and come, until you eventually get on Matt’s nerves so much that he 
gets up and serves. That’s not what Jesus is teaching. He tells this story to make one point. The point is 
to be persistent. There’s no shame here. Just come boldly. Because, unlike the person in the story, God 
doesn’t go to sleep. God doesn’t take a nap. God’s not too busy. God is not put out by His children. The 
point is to come to God with this shameless, bold approach, where you just make your requests known 
to God. Ask Him for it straight up. Don’t have an apologetic, “I’m sorry to bother you” attitude when you 
approach God. Right? That’s what I love about the people I was teasing by using their names in the 
story. I love that about Brodie. If he’s going to ask for something he’s going to be bold. I saw something 
in myself for so long—have you ever done this? I fight against this tendency in myself and I try to correct 
it in my kids when I see it. You want something but instead of just asking you kind of float some ideas 
out there. You just kind of hint. “Oh, you guys are going to eat Mexican? Cool. I wish somebody would 
invite me to eat Mexican. Not you, but just somebody.” Don’t be like that. Be like, “Hey, can I join you 
guys!?” There’s such a difference. Jesus is telling us not to go to God embarrassed and insecure. He is 
your heavenly Father who, by the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, has adopted you as His son, and 
He proved it by putting His Spirit in you. So, come to your Father who loves you and who can’t be 
bothered by you. He’s infinite. Don’t minimize God in your brain. Come and ask Him. Make a bold 
request. That’s the point of the story. 

Then He says this. This is awesome. Listen to how repetitive and persistent Jesus is in teaching 
us to be repetitive and persistent. Listen to this in verse 9, 

 
“And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and 

it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, 
and to the one who knocks it will be opened.” 
 
Persistent and repetitive. What is He teaching us? Be like this; keep asking, keep asking, keep 

knocking, keep seeking, don’t stop, be persistent. Why? Because ultimately what is the blessing if you 
live like this and if you pray like this? You are living your life in the presence of God. You are reminding 
yourself all the time of His love, and His grace, and His mercy in your dependence on Him. He loves it 
because you are His kid and He loves to spend time with you. So, be persistent. 

Then, He tells this little parable. 
 

“What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him 
a serpent; 12 or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, who are 
evil,…” 

 
I love it. Jesus like body slams everybody in the audience. They’ve been like, “We are good dads. 

We wouldn’t give our kid a snake,” and then He says, “You are evil,” and they are like, “Ohh, yeah, I’m 
not a good dad. I’m just evil. Thank you.” Jesus is drawing a picture of the lesser to the greater. He wants 
us to see the contrast. If you are an evil, depraved, sinful, fallen, perverted version of what a father is 
supposed to be, and you know how to provide gifts…. Sure, there are some people in the world who are 
abusive but we know that’s wrong. We know that’s not right. Are there some people with a sick sense of 
humor who are like, “My kid asked for a fish sandwich and I put a copperhead between the buns. Watch 



this”? Who is that guy? Nobody. Right? No one would do this. So, Jesus is saying that if you know how to 
give good gifts and you are finite, and simple, and evil, “How much more will your heavenly Father give 
you whatever you want.” Don’t throw rocks at me. I was kidding. That’s not what He says, is it? That’s 
not what He says. But, what He says—when I first read it, it hit me out of left field. I didn’t see it coming. 
Do you see what He says? 

 
“How much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him!” 
 
I didn’t know we were asking for the Holy Spirit. When did that happen? It’s awesome. If you 

know how to give good gifts, how much more does the heavenly Father? In our brains—every 
commentary I read, every sermon I listened to, everyone qualified that this doesn’t mean that God gives 
us whatever we want. Why? Because that’s what we start to hear. Why? Because when we bit into the 
fruit, the poison that entered into the human race was the lie that we get to determine what good is and 
that we get to be the god of our own lives, so we define good and we define gifts. So, what Jesus is 
doing here is He is saying, “Oh, no. God defines good and God defines gifts, and here is the greatest 
good and here is the greatest gift.” Ultimately, if you work your way back through this prayer, what are 
we asking for and what are we praying for? The ultimate request in prayer is not stuff or things. The 
ultimate picture of prayer is that we get God. The highest prayer is that I would get to have this 
relationship with God where I’m forgiven and He’s my Father. That’s the greatest request anybody could 
ever ask, therefore, the greatest gift that God can give is to say, “Yes, here is my Spirit. Here is God the 
Spirit who indwells you, who fills you, who sanctifies you.” That’s the greatest gift. That’s the greatest 
good. And Jesus is saying that this is how God answers. If your son asks for a fish sandwich, a good 
father, even in his sin, will say, “Yes, here you go.” For us, when we approach our God and we say, 
“Father, may your holiness be on display in my life and in our church. May your kingdom come. May you 
rule and reign and have every voice worship you. May you prove yourself by again, and again, and again, 
giving us what we need daily, which ultimately is you. Will you remind us of how you’ve forgiven us and 
how you constantly pour out your grace and mercy on us? Will you finally, and fully, and forever remove 
evil and sin from this world?” What are we praying? “I want God. I want God.” And our good Father 
says, “You can have me. By my Spirit you can have me.” 

I’ll read this and be done, I think. This is Phil Ryken’s commentary. He said it so well, I thought I 
could either plagiarize or just read it. What does it look like when Jesus says He will give you the Holy 
Spirit? 

 
“What will the Spirit do in us?  He will reveal the truth of God through the teaching of Scripture, 
which He, himself, first revealed. He will give us the conviction of sin, granting us the gift of 
repentance. He will persuade us of the truth of the Gospel, working in us the gift of faith. By 
faith, He will united us to Jesus Christ. So, it is only through the Spirit that we receive the 
blessings of salvation; justification, sanctification, and adoption. That is not all. It is only the 
beginning. The Spirit will win us the victory over sin. The Spirit will equip us with gifts for 
ministry. The Spirit will grow in us the fruit of godliness. The Spirit will assure us that we are 
children of God. One day the Spirit will raise us from the dead just as He raised Jesus from the 
dead, and by His transforming grace He will change us into glory.”95 
 
There is no better gift. There is no higher prayer. There is nothing more good that could be given 

to us. And listen to me, church. Listen to me, Christian. We have it. We have it. Let’s live our lives there. 
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Now, let me say this. If you are not a believer then come to Jesus by the power of His Spirit. The 
same power that raised Jesus from the dead. Did you know this? That Jesus went to the cross on 
purpose. That God became a man on purpose so that He could go to the cross to take the penalty for 
your sin, your rebellion, your crimes against a holy God who loved you so much even when you rebelled 
against Him? Jesus did that. By His Spirit He died under the weight of sin and then He was raised up 
again so that you could be forgiven. So that you could go from being an enemy of God and an object of 
wrath to become a son or a daughter of God and have everything at your disposal. Not everything that 
you want, because we don’t always want good stuff. But He gives us His Spirit and that is good. If that is 
you, then I beg you to please come, repent, and cry out to Jesus to save you. Come talk to me, or one of 
the pastors, or most any of the people in this room, and they would love to tell you about how you can 
have a relationship with Jesus. And Christian, please meditate on this passage. Most or half of you 
already did. If not, meditate on this passage and allow Jesus to teach you to pray. 

Pray with me now. 
Lord	God,	we	love	you.	Father,	we	love	you.	Father,	we	pray	to	you	and	thank	you	for	such	a	

great	salvation.	We	pray	that	your	character	would	be	on	display	in	our	lives	and	that	it	would	
move	us	to	worship	you.	We	pray	that	the	lost	around	us	would	see	it	and	be	drawn	to	worship	you.	
God,	you	alone	are	worthy	of	glory,	and	honor,	and	praise.	There	is	no	other	god.	There	is	no	one	
like	you.	Thank	you	for	your	Holy	Spirit	that	has	come	to	live	in	us,	to	lead	us,	and	guide	us.	I	pray	
that	your	kingdom	would	come,	Lord	Jesus,	and	that	we	would	see	it	come	in	Andrews	as	people	
repent	and	believe.	We	pray	that	it	would	come	to	the	Purig	people	as	they	repent	and	believe,	and	
in	South	Sudan,	and	to	Chad	as	the	Gospel	goes	out,	and	that	you	would	be	glorified	by	the	kingdom	
being	increased,	and	by	people	from	every	tribe	and	every	tongue.	For	your	glory,	Lord,	I	pray	that	
you	would	lead	us	not	into	temptation	but	that	we	would	live	faithful	lives	of	holiness	before	you.	In	
Christ’s	name,	Amen.
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Let’s dive in. 
A lot of you know that Red Oak has a ministry where we work with ladies in the Cherokee 

County Jail. There are people in that jail from around five North Carolina counties and from counties in 
North Georgia and East Tennessee. Everyone has grown to love Kala Hill who came to us from that 
ministry and one of the coolest baptisms we ever did was when we baptized Kala. So, the Lord is doing 
great things through that ministry, and another girl named Kayla came to know the Lord this past week 
and we are going to baptize her tonight after church. That means we will move from here down to the 
only body of water on the property, which is the creek down there. So we will baptize her there. 

A lot of people have asked about helping in that ministry. Where we need help is for these girls 
coming out of there who have appointments at court, or appointments with probation officers, or 
appointments to get paperwork in order, driver licenses reinstated, and things like that. They don’t have 
any way of getting around. What creates this cycle in their lives is that they get out and they have 
nowhere to go so they go right back into what they know, which is not where they need to be. So, we 
need to have people who will say they will help drive. You can say, “I can give my Wednesday afternoons 
to help drive people to appointments.” We need people to say, “If somebody wants to stay at my house 
one night that would be great.” Right now, there are several ladies who are helping and they are staying 
in some of our homes. So, tonight, when we get down there for the baptism, Amy Rasmussen will have a 
paper where you can sign up. If you could help in any way it would be awesome. Then, you are not just 
saying, “Hey, I’d like to help.” One of the things that’s critical to your Christianity is that you don’t say, 
“Hey, I’d like to help,” then you don’t help. Get off your butt and do something for the Gospel in this 
community. If you are going to be a person who comes to this church and does Jack crap for the next ten 
years, please go to another church. That’s harsh language, maybe, for a pastor, but please go to another 
church. We want to engage this community and make an impact. I do not want us to be a church where 
seven or eight people do all the work and carry all the load. That’s crazy. That’s nuts. That is not biblical 
and that’s not what Jesus called us to. 

Alright, cool. So, let’s get to work because we have work to do. We have school starting in a 
month and we are going to have kids here for the Pinwheel tutoring program. Instead of two days a 
week we are praying about four days a week and we are going to need tutors. So, there is plenty to do. 
Alright? Two weeks ago in our text we saw where Jesus said, “Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.” The question we have to ask ourselves is, “How 
are we loving our neighbor?” Let’s do it. Let’s engage the community. 

Alright. Luke chapter 11 is where we come to tonight. If you are visiting, welcome. I don’t usually 
talk—well, actually I do—I do talk aggressively to our people but our people are good and they can 
handle it. What we do at Red Oak is we go through books of the Bible. That’s how we approach the 
teaching ministry here—by going through books of the Bible. We are going through the Book of Luke. 
It’s the longest book in the New Testament. This guy, Luke, wrote more of the New Testament than 
anybody else. He wrote Luke and Acts, which is a massive work of Scripture. We want to cover both. We 
pastors are thinking maybe we need to come up for air after the Book of Luke before we go into Acts, 
because Acts is also a massive work. So, I think we might do something in between. As a trailer, I’ll tell 
you that this Fall, as we celebrate the five hundred year anniversary of the Reformation, we are going to 
do a five week series on the Solas96 of the Reformation. That’s going to be awesome and we are excited 
about that. We will take a little break from Luke to do that. But, other than that we will keep plowing 
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and keep hammering until we get through the Book of Luke, and tonight we find ourselves in Luke 
11:14. So, this is the Word of the Lord. 

 
“Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone 

out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. 15 But some of them said, ‘He casts 
out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,’ 16 while others, to test him, kept seeking 
from him a sign from heaven. 17 But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, ‘Every 
kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18 And if Satan 
also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out 
demons by Beelzebul. 19 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons 
cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20 But if it is by the finger of God that I 
cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21 When a strong man, 
fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22 but when one stronger than he 
attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides 
his spoil. 23 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters. 

‘When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless 
places seeking rest, and finding none it says, “I will return to my house from which I 
came.” 25 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. 26 Then it goes 
and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And 
the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 

 
Let’s pray. 
Lord,	I	pray	that	as	we	open	your	Word,	study	it,	and	learn	from	it,	that	you	would	give	us	

those	things	that	we	need	to	respond	to	you	through	your	revelation	and	faithful	interpretation	of	
Scripture.	I	pray	that	our	lives	would	be	shaped	by	your	Word	and	that	we	would	live	in	obedience	
and	submission.	God,	I	pray	for	people	here	tonight	who	don’t	know	you	and	who	don’t	have	a	
relationship	with	you,	that	they	would	see	you	for	who	you	are,	high	and	lifted	up	as	Isaiah	saw	you,	
seated	on	a	throne	in	all	your	splendor.	God,	I	pray	that	tonight	the	revelation	of	the	Gospel	would	
be	clear	to	them	and	that	they	would	receive	what	you	have	for	them.	For	those	of	us	who	are	Christ	
followers,	please	speak	to	us	from	your	Word	now.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

 
Now, that’s not as far as we are going to go. We are going to continue in the text but that’s as 

far as we will read for now because I want to look at six observations from this part of the text. The first 
one is this. 

As far as understanding who Beelzebul is, if you go in your Bible to 2 Kings 1, there is a crazy 
story that involves Elijah. Now, we saw a few weeks ago that Elijah is one of the great prophets that the 
people in this region really looked up to. Elijah had lived a long, long time before this story—hundreds of 
years before this story. Several hundred years before this story, Elijah had been on the Earth97. So, Elijah 
was a great prophet of God and he was very revered by the people. So, when the people looked at Elijah 
they really looked to him. They didn’t worship him or anything like that. You don’t worship people, but 
he was a great patriarch and pillar in their faith so they looked back to him and admired him much as we 
admire Old Testament saints today. 

In the story of Elijah’s ministry, there comes a point in 2 Kings 1 where the king, Ahab, has died. 
What happens is that a man named Ahaziah took the position as king. It says that he fell through the 
lattice in his upper chamber in Samaria and lay sick. He was a Samaritan leader, so he sends messengers 
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telling them to go inquire of—the word it uses is Beelzebul or Beelzebub—who is a pagan god. This is a 
pagan deity. When the people called Jesus “Beelzebul” we ask if they were talking about Satan. 
Potentially, but it could have been a localized or regionalized demon, which is something that we see a 
lot in the Old Testament Scripture. 

By the way, we don’t typically see demons in our day flesh out through physical illness. That’s 
not typical. I’m not saying that can’t happen but every time somebody has a runny nose or the flu it’s 
not because they are demon possessed. We live in a broken world where we have stuff like pollen and 
germs so sometimes people get sick. But, there are times when demons physically assault people and 
we see it particularly in the life and ministry of Jesus. 

So, this was a god who was a demon. A lot of times, when people are worshipping false gods 
they are not just worshipping nothing. They are worshipping a demon. So, in the world of Islam, when 
Muslims worship Allah and they say, “Allah is the one true god and Mohammad is his prophet,” what is 
happening is they are following the influence of demons. So, Allah, whoever that is, is a demonic entity. 

So, this king was sending his messengers to go talk to this pagan god, and it says he is the god of 
Ekron. 

 
“‘Go, inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this 

sickness.’ 3 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, ‘Arise, go up to meet the 
messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, “Is it because there is no God in 
Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 4 Now therefore 
thus says the Lord, You shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, 
but you shall surely die.’’’ So Elijah went. 

5 The messengers returned to the king, and he said to them, ‘Why have you 
returned?’ 6 And they said to him, ‘There came a man to meet us, and said to us, ‘Go 
back to the king who sent you, and say to him, Thus says Yahweh, Is it because there is 
no God in Israel that you are sending to inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron? 
Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you 
shall surely die.’” 
 
So, there is this Old Testament reference to this demon god that influenced this earthly king. It’s 

a pagan deity. Now, we go back into our text and what these leaders are doing is they are accusing Jesus 
of being that god or, at least, being in cahoots with that god. So, there are a couple of observations 
concerning that. 

The first observation is that understanding the reference to this pagan god helps us see what a 
big deal it is that they are accusing Jesus of. This was an insult to the enemies of God. It seems that what 
is going on here is more than just a small insult against Jesus, but a mockery and a belittling of Him, as 
well as a felonious offence according to the law. In a play on words, literally, the word “Beelzebul” in 
that Old Testament context, sounded like a Hebrew word or phrase that would have been translated as 
“god of dung.” Dung, as in excrement, okay? What we are saying is that the Jews in the ancient days 
would refer to this pagan god as the god of dung, as if to insult that god. So, that just kind of ramps up 
what they are accusing Jesus of. They are not just accusing Him of being in cahoots with this pagan god 
but it is a very, very pointed accusation. So, the first observation is understanding the gravity of the 
accusation they are making against Jesus. 

The second observation is this and I don’t want to skip over this. Satan has isolated this man 
that Jesus has healed. This man is mute. This is what Satan does. He isolates people, he preys on weak 
people, and oftentimes, when Jesus is unlocking people from demonic control what He is doing is 
opening their ears, He’s opening their mouth, He’s opening their eyes, He’s removing leprosy, He’s 
removing some disease that makes them have to be considered unclean. Because one of the things that 



Satan wants to do—and this screams with practical application for you and for me—is that he wants to 
isolate you in your condition and make you feel alone. Satan wants you to feel alone. He wants you to 
feel disconnected. He wants you to feel unloved, unwanted, “Nobody wants to be with me. Nobody 
cares about me. Nobody understands me. Nobody identifies with me.” So, Satan wants to isolate you 
into your spiritual, physical, or literal condition, in terms of how you live, where you live, or what you are 
facing. This is a tactic that he has always used, and he uses it so effectively because we do this to 
ourselves. Most of us struggle with winning the approval of men. “Do I make enough money to live in a 
nice enough house or drive a nice car?,” or “Do I wear the right clothes?” or “Can I go to that part of 
town?” Most people, today, who struggle with spiritual identity struggle with the acceptance by people. 
So, Satan will isolate people. Sin isolates people. But what Jesus does when He saves somebody from 
their sin, not discrediting that this man literally had a physical miracle occur to him—these miracles 
always do two things; they show the power of Jesus over the physical realm and the other thing that 
they do is parallel what salvation looks like. So, Jesus is saving this man from this condition and releasing 
this man from this condition, and it’s a really cool thing to think about the fact that when you are a 
Christian you have been released from the dominion and the bondage of sin. Jesus literally sets you free 
from being a slave to sin. He unlocks or sets you free from that. 

So, you have this man who is isolated and Jesus goes to this man and frees him from this 
personal prison that he’s living in. Many of you identify with this. I’m thankful that we are a church 
where there are a lot of people who have crazy testimonies. I always talk about how God has brought to 
this church a lot of people who have a past of addiction, a past of bondage to sexual sin, a past of abuse 
in your childhood. Jesus frees you from that and He gives you a new identity. The Scripture says that 
you’ve gone from death to life. If you don’t have that then you are in bondage and what needs to 
happen is that Jesus needs to take you from death to life. Only He can do that. Nobody else can. So, if 
you don’t receive what Jesus has then you spend the rest of your life spinning your wheels, trying to get 
traction, going in a circle, getting nowhere, digging deeper ruts, and you never really get free. Jesus sets 
people free and that’s what He’s done with this man. He has taken this man not only from his physical 
condition but He’s taken him from a place of loneliness and helplessness and He has given him hope and 
a place in the kingdom of God. 

Third observation. The people want to see a sign. The people say they want to see a sign. Jesus 
has given a mute man the ability to speak. That’s a pretty big deal. That’s a pretty big deal. Jesus heals a 
man who has a longstanding physical condition that everybody knows about, and he’s never been able 
to get free from it. He can’t talk, he’s never been able to talk, and nobody has ever heard him talk, and 
he lives isolated by himself, and all of a sudden he’s talking. But they are going, “But, yes, we would like 
to see a sign that you’re legit. Show us that you are the real deal.” This is revealing the fact that people’s 
hearts won’t be persuaded to Christ simply because their mind is persuaded to Christ. We can’t 
rationalize. You can’t use logic to win somebody over to the faith. I don’t want to discredit the fact that 
there are situations where people ask hard questions. Maybe someone lives in a world where they have 
embraced atheism or agnosticism and they are very philosophical in their approach, but y’all know that 
Jesus has to change the heart of a man. We are complex individuals of heart, soul, and mind.  So, what 
we are seeing in these people is the hardness of their hearts. Their mind should be able to connect here 
but the problem is that their hearts are not connecting. We’ve all seen this happen, and maybe it 
happened in your life before you came to Jesus—you can embrace certain things intellectually, “I believe 
in Jesus. I made a profession of faith. I believe the Bible; at least some of it,” but when you start drilling 
deep you realize, “I haven’t gone to the core of my soul. Jesus hasn’t taken my soul and I haven’t 
surrendered all that I am to Him.” So, the people want to see a sign, revealing that they don’t have true 
faith. 

Observation number four. I like this one. Listen young people. Listen children. Jesus is stronger 
than Satan. Okay? The created order—everything that has been created—includes Satan. He is a created 



being. Jesus is God and always has been. He’s the Second Person of the Trinity—we have the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. Jesus has always been and He will always be. He’s the same yesterday, today, and 
forever. Jesus has always been. It’s not like Jesus and Satan are in a power struggle. 

We went and watched the Spiderman movie last night. In any good movie there’s a point where 
the hero is kind of down on his back. Last night it was classic—he was under a pile of rubble. You are 
like, “He’s going to die!” No he’s not, it’s Spiderman. They want to make fifteen sequels to this and make 
billions of dollars. He’s going to rise from the ashes. We know how this is going to happen. 

Well, where do we borrow that from? We borrow it from the restorative, redemptive order. The 
way God has written history and the way that redemption is woven through history, good guy/bad guy 
stories pull from a much bigger motif. It’s an idea that is imprinted in our hearts because God is good 
and He’s the author of good. Everything that is good originates from Him and everything that is evil is a 
rebellion against that. But, it’s not like God, and Jesus, and Satan are just in this sort of tug-of-war. 

I remember when I was a kid that I watched wrestling on Saturdays. They’d come out and lock 
hands like this and then they’d lock hands like this. It’s fake, y’all know that, right? Okay? So, they’d be 
doing this and the first guy would underthrow the other guy, the second guy would be like this and 
screaming, then the other guy would overwhelm him. But maybe then that guy would get up and come 
back and win the fight. But Satan and Jesus are not like that. Satan’s throat is literally under the heel of 
Jesus at all times. He is under subjection to the authority and the lordship of Jesus. We don’t worship a 
God who still has a battle to fight. Eschatologically98, if you want to be nerdy (some of you don’t know 
what that word means and it’s totally fine), there’s a battle to be fought but we know what’s going to 
happen. It’s not like there is still a battle to be fought for Jesus to be the victor. He is the victor. Jesus 
rules and reigns and everything is under His feet. Colossians tells us that He holds all things together. 
Hebrews 1 tells us that He upholds everything by the word of His power. So, I love that fourth 
observation. 

Observation number five. Verse 23 is a summary of the passage. Verse 23 says, 
 

“Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters.” 
 
Now, He has just made this strong man allusion. What He is saying is that what it takes for a 

strong man to be thrown out is for a stronger man to do the throwing. So, Jesus has driven out the 
strong man from this man. Then, He is saying to these people who have demanded a sign, “Hey, you are 
either for me or against me.” Listen, Red Oak, there are two teams—for Jesus or against Jesus. There’s 
not a third team. There’s not like a middle team or a JV team. You are in or you are out. 

I remember when I was in college, I was playing basketball and I wasn’t really good enough. The 
Lord in His sovereignty got me a scholarship and it’s really funny how it happened. I didn’t really need to 
have one but nobody told Jesus so I appreciate it. Anyway, I got there and I wasn’t getting to play. I’d 
dress out and sit on the sidelines in my little snap pants and just sit there through long games. But, I got 
to play on this team that was basically a scout team. It was the equivalent of a JV team. The five of us 
were numbers one through fifteen. We got to go play and they had a tryout for five more guys, so it was 
a ten man team. We got to travel around and play and I remember having a ball. But when I would 
travel with that team we would eat at McDonald’s and when I would travel with the varsity team we 
would eat at Outback. When we were on this team we were driving around in fifteen-passenger vans 
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with all of us crammed in there with our duffle bags on our laps. When we drove with the varsity team 
we were on a big charter bus. We didn’t even see our stuff because someone was handling it for us. We 
had a team of managers. 

But that’s not the way the body of Christ works. If you are in you are in. You are for Him not 
against Him. He’s for you—He’s not against you. In the family of God you have sonship. You’re the same 
as Jesus. You are a co-heir with Christ. He has given you that identity. So, Jesus is like, “Listen, here’s the 
deal. You are for me or against me. There is no middle ground. These guys were taking a sort of religious 
high ground. They were like, “We are religious. We do this, and this, and this…” and Jesus was like, “No, 
that’s not how it works. You are for me or against me.” He throws down this really hard statement that 
kind of summarizes the whole thing. 

Observation number six is in verse 24-26. He paints this picture of this unclean spirit being taken 
out of a person, and when it is taken out that person is left until the spirit comes back and it’s worse 
than it was before. We’ve probably all seen this play out in somebody’s life. They make a profession of 
faith, and they seem to make a move toward Christ, and they seem to be getting their life in order, but 
they don’t really surrender their life to Jesus. They don’t surrender to good discipleship and leadership 
in the Church. So, observation number six is that a person cannot live in a moral vacuum. You can’t live 
in a moral vacuum, you can’t define your own morality, and you can’t define what’s good for you and 
what’s right for you. God has said what is right and what is wrong, and what is righteousness and what is 
sin. It is very clear. Follow Jesus and in Christ there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 
Why? Because He has fulfilled the righteous requirements of the law. Romans 8:1 says, 

 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 
He goes on to say, 
 

“2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of 
sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.” 
 
In Christ it’s fulfilled, and we walk in Christ, and we have Jesus in us. He is in us and we are in 

Him and it’s the hope of glory. So, Jesus is painting this really beautiful picture that when we receive 
Christ the moral vacuum is filled to overflowing and there is no longer any more searching. There is no 
searching for identity, no searching for fulfillment, no searching for forgiveness, no searching for self-
worth,…there’s no searching. The search is over. But, if we don’t do that and we try to grab hold of the 
shiny thing that runs by—like we get excited about the church, or religious activity, and you think, “I 
think I’ll try Jesus,”—you don’t try Jesus. That’s not how it works. You don’t try Jesus. Trying Jesus is like 
trying to ride on a jet airliner on the outside. Either you get in or you don’t. You can’t think, “I’ll just 
catch a ride. I don’t really want to sit inside. I’ll just try it out here on the wing and see if I like it. If it’s for 
me I’ll jump in.” Nope, you won’t. You’ll die. And that’s what happens to people who play around with 
following Jesus. They die in their own sin and spend eternity separated from God. There are two ways: 
in Christ / not in Christ. In Christ condemnation is removed. Out of Christ condemnation is received and 
you pay for your own sin—and nobody needs to do that. So, Christ is helping us to understand that we 
don’t have to do that, by preaching hard to these people. 

Now, we move on to verse 27 and it says this, 
 



“As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, 
‘Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!’ 28 But he said, 
‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!’” 
 
We have several of our church members who grew up Catholic or had a strong Catholic 

influence. So, oftentimes Mary is elevated to a sort of fourth position of the Trinity. Notice, Jesus 
doesn’t rebuke what the woman says; He just enlarges and expands it. The Lord showed favor to Mary; 
we know that to be true. But, guess what? You will receive favor when you study and read God’s Word 
and obey it. Favor will come to you and God will give blessing to your life if you know His Word, read His 
Word, love His love, and respond to it. 

Then, remember they had asked for a sign. So, He comes back to it in verse 29, 
 

“When the crowds were increasing, he began to say, ‘This generation is an evil 
generation. It seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah. 30 

For as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so will the Son of Man be to this 
generation.’” 
 
What’s He saying? Well, if you know the story of Jonah, Jonah reluctantly and with bitterness in 

his heart walked into the huge city of Nineveh, with hundreds of thousands of people in it who were 
pagan and barbaric. Nineveh was the seat of the Assyrian empire, and what archaeologists have found 
surrounding the Assyrian empire is mindblowing. There are stacks of skulls where they brutalized 
people. We know from what little written recorded history there is from that era that they were a 
terrible group of people who did terrible things. 

So, Jonah walked into that city and I don’t know if you remember the sermon that he preached. 
It’s not a very good sermon. He doesn’t use illustrations. His hermeneutic is so-so. The exegesis is there I 
guess. Let’s just read all ten verses of Jonah 3. By the way, this is after he got puked out of the fish. This 
was after the fish-puking incident of the mid 800s BC. 

 
“Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 ‘Arise, go to 

Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.’ 3 So Jonah 
arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an 
exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, 
going a day's journey.” 
 
So, Jonah walked for a day while he was trying to figure out what to say. He’s thinking, “I’ve got 

to say something about Jesus.” 
 

“And he called out, ‘Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’” 
 
It was an eight word sermon where Jonah basically said, “In forty days y’all are getting it! Y’all 

are gonna burn!” That’s basically his sermon. If anybody ever tells you, “Don’t be condemning when you 
preach,” just do what God tells you to say and leave the rest of it up to Him. I don’t know what Jonah 
was up to but it’s not a really good sermon. 

Think back to your first Sunday at Red Oak; for some of you that’s today. If I would have walked 
up here, opened the Bible, and said, “Today, I would like to read to you a verse of Scripture from the 
Book of Jonah, ‘Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!’ The application is this; in forty days 
your life will be overthrown. Bow with me.” If that was the sermon it would be kind of weird and 



probably nobody would come back to this church. But, that’s not what happened in Nineveh. Because if 
we keep reading, 

 
 “And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on 

sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them.” 
 
We will stop there. What happens next is that everybody from the king on down became 

believers because of that simple little sermon. What’s Jesus saying? He saying, “You asked for a sign? 
Jonah preached the worst sermon in history and the entire pagan city of Nineveh got saved. I just made 
a mute guy talk and y’all are asking me for a sign. You wait until you see those people in that day. They 
are going to be livid with you. You’ve ignored the fact that God With Us is with us, doing the works of 
kingdom building. You are rejecting Him and accusing Him of being a demon. Man, it is not going to go 
well for you!” Sometimes, the reality is that Jesus will do this. He will point people to a future judgment. 

In the church I grew up in they were snorting, stomping, and the preacher would hack, and 
snort, and gag, and squeal, and run circles, and I remember thinking, “I should get saved again tonight,” 
you know? But then, when I was seventeen or eighteen I was like, “I’m done with this, man. I can’t 
handle it.” So, there’s that sort of rebellious period where you say, “No, thank you!” 

But, to follow Jesus there are going to be times where you are reading the Scripture and Jesus 
says things like, “Repent! The kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Judgment awaits.” This is one of those 
times where He is saying that if these people don’t turn and follow Him right now that they are facing 
condemnation. 

Then, He uses another example. 
 

“The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with the men of this 
generation and condemn them, for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the 
wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here. 32 The men of 
Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.” 
 
The Queen of Sheba99, the Queen of the South, was the lady who made a month’s-long journey 

to go see Solomon’s wealth. She saw his splendor, his glory, and his wealth, and she turned around and 
went home. She was bringing him caravans of gifts and she was so overwhelmed she recognized the 
hand of God on Solomon. So, Jesus is saying that people from the city of Nineveh—think about this 
because this is fascinating—people from the city of Nineveh and the Queen of Sheba are going to rise up 
and speak judgment on the people who are standing there watching Jesus do these good works. This is a 
sobering and scary thought. 

So, how about in our day? What if we received as revelation the cross, resurrection, exaltation, 
and the atoning work of Jesus to die in our place and to hang on the cross between Heaven and Earth 
for our sin and say, “It is finished”? It’s complete. There’s nothing to be added to it. There’s nothing to 
be added to the work that Jesus has done. If these people saw Jesus open the mouth of a mute man and 
Jesus said, “What happened to Nineveh is going to bring judgment on the fact that you’ve asked me for 
a sign,” what about what the writer of Hebrews says in Hebrews 10? Listen to this. This is a sobering 
thought. Hebrews 10:19, 

 
“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, 
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that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us 
consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you 
see the Day drawing near.” 
 
So, he’s telling us how to live out the Christian life. Now, listen to this, 
 

“For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, 
there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,…” 
 
There is nothing to be added to the work of Christ. What we have is the full, completed, Gospel 

work of Jesus. 
 

“…but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 
adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be 
deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the 
blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 
30 For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord 
will judge his people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 
 
Again, in Hebrews 2:3, this same writer will say, 
 

“How are you going to escape if you neglect such a great salvation?” 
 
What Jesus has done is complete. There is nothing to be added to the Gospel work of Jesus. So, 

if Jesus warns people and says, “You are watching me do miracles and you are rejecting me for who I 
am? The people of Nineveh are going to judge you.” How much more for those of us who know the 
tomb is empty? Who have the message of the cross? Who have the completed work of Scripture in our 
hands? There is nothing to be added to this. It’s scary but it doesn’t have to be. 

We are going to close with this thought. 
 

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, 
so that those who enter may see the light. 34 Your eye is the lamp of your body. When 
your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of light, but when it is bad, your body is full of 
darkness. 35 Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness. 36 If then your whole 
body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a lamp with its 
rays gives you light.” 
 
The light of the Gospel of Jesus Christ shines in the life of the believer but the one who rejects 

the Gospel will run from that light. There is a great pastor/commentator/historian who was a great 
storyteller, named Donald Grey Barnhouse. I have a book of his called Words Fitly Spoken100 that Adam 
Bradley gave me. It’s full of illustrations, and he uses the illustration that when you grab a rock or a log 
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and you pull it back, all those creepy crawly things in there dive for the darkness. It’s different when you 
turn on a light on the porch at night; certain things will swarm to that light. So, the believer is going to 
run to the light while the unbeliever is going to run from the light. The more the light of the Gospel is 
shined into your life, as uncomfortable as it may be at times, the more you are going to desire that, 
because a true child of God is going to desire the authoritative Word of God, the light of the Gospel, the 
penetrating truth of Scripture daily in your life, to expose pockets and areas of sin and darkness. One of 
the greatest self-tests you can do is ask yourself, “Do I love the light of the Gospel? Do I love the truth of 
God’s Word in my life or do I run from it; do I shrink back from it; do I move away from it? Because to 
move away from it says that I want to be in the darkness.” 

God’s Word is so clear and we can live in the light of His Word. If you are here tonight and you 
don’t know Jesus, I want to tell you this. We’ve been given everything we could ever hope for or ask for. 
He’s completed the work of offering salvation. All you have to do is receive it. It’s freely given to 
everyone who will receive it. 

Tonight, we are going to baptize Kayla and symbolically watch her go from death to life. We’ve 
talked through it and she’s excited about her faith. Somebody else could be. Maybe God is dealing with 
you tonight and we would love to talk to you. We will sing a couple of songs and pastors will be around 
who would love to talk to you afterward. If you don’t know Jesus there is no magic trick to it. You just 
call on the name of the Lord and receive what He has. The Bible says, in Romans 10:9,  

 
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead you will be saved.” 
 
Don’t go the path of these religious leaders. Don’t demand more than what’s already been 

given. Don’t demand more of a sign than an empty grave and an exalted King who conquered sin, and 
death, and Hell, and the grave, and now sits at the right hand of the Father, and from that position He 
will judge the living and the dead, all of us included. Be judged based on what Jesus has done, not based 
on how hard you tried to be good, because you will fail. You will fail. The gift of salvation is freely given if 
we will just receive it. 

Lord,	I	pray	that	tonight	those	who	don’t	know	you	would	call	on	your	name	and	those	of	us	
who	do	and	who	are	walking	with	you	would	walk	in	newness	and	freshness	in	our	lives;	a	fresh	
word,	a	fresh	feeling	of	your	Spirit	in	us.	Help	us	to	understand	that	you	have	freely	given	what	we	
could	never	pay	for,	what	we	could	never	earn.	God,	I	thank	you	for	the	sharpness	of	Jesus’	words	in	
a	passage	like	the	one	we	read	tonight.	I	pray	for	those	words	to	penetrate	deep	into	our	hearts,	and	
minds,	and	consciences.	I	pray	that	we	would	respond	accordingly.	We	rejoice	with	you	tonight	
over	the	salvation	of	a	new	daughter	who	has	gone	from	death	to	life.	In	Jesus’	name	we	pray.
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Luke 11:37-54 
Zach Mabry 
 
 

(The beginning of the podcast was not recorded. The first portion is recreated from the speaker’s notes.) 
Tonight we will finish up Luke 11. I’ll read the passage and we will look at the context and what 

it meant to the people Jesus was with, and then we will look at the application for our lives. Luke 11:37-
54. This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
“While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in 

and reclined at table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash 
before dinner. 39 And the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the 
cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not 
he who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But give as alms those things that are 
within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 

42 ‘But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 
neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting 
the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and 
greetings in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and 
people walk over them without knowing it.’ 

45 One of the lawyers answered him, ‘Teacher, in saying these things you insult 
us also.’ 46 And he said, ‘Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens hard 
to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 Woe 
to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 48 So you are 
witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you 
build their tombs. 49 Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets 
and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that the blood of all the 
prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this 
generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between 
the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. 52 Woe to 
you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter 
yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.’ 

53 As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him 
hard and to provoke him to speak about many things, 54 lying in wait for him, to catch 
him in something he might say.” 
 
This follows directly after the scene we saw last week where Jesus ended talking about making 

sure that you are filled with light on the inside. 
 

“Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness.”101 
 
Many of us come from a tradition of legalism where we fight the idea of pursuing an appearance 

of righteousness, as if that is all that matters. Of course we are going to struggle with this because we 
know the internal workings of our hearts and our minds. We know that there is sin inside of us and we 
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don’t want others to see it. So we are overcompensating by trying to project a picture of ourselves as 
better than we are. This is a natural thing for sinners to do, but it doesn’t adequately reflect the Gospel. 

(Podcast recording picks up here) an 
We need internal righteousness, a righteousness that comes by faith in Jesus Christ. Christianity 

is not about making sure that you’re doing the right things. It’s not about a list of do’s and don’t’s. I 
know for some of us who have come from a more legalistic background—what I mean by that is people 
who claim that Christianity is a list of rules and laws and you need to do these things to be right before 
God. For some of us, this is going to resonate with us, and every one of us, as we read through this—this 
should be convicting to us because it’s talking about who we are at our core. It’s talking about who we 
are before God at our core. Practicing religion, going to church, does not make you right before God. In 
fact, what we are going to see tonight is that Jesus is deeply concerned and lamenting the condition of 
these two groups of religious leaders. So, what I’m going to do is read through this passage of Scripture 
and then we are just going to walk through it. 

As we have been going through the Book of Luke we are now finishing Luke 11. This comes right 
on the heels of the passage we talked about last week. Remember, at the end of last week Jesus was 
talking about light and darkness and how we need to be on our guard about what’s going on inside, 
because He said,  

 
“Therefore be careful lest the light in you be darkness.” 

 
So, it’s in light of that, that He continues here, and it says this, 
 

“While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in 
and reclined at table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash 
before dinner. 39 And the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the 
cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did not 
he who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But give as alms those things that are 
within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 

42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 
neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting 
the others. 43 Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and 
greetings in the marketplaces. 44 Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and 
people walk over them without knowing it.” 

45 One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult 
us also.” 46 And he said, “Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens 
hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 47 
Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 48 So you 
are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed them, and you 
build their tombs. 49 Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets 
and apostles, some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that the blood of all the 
prophets, shed from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this 
generation, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between 
the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be required of this generation. 52 Woe to 
you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter 
yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.” 

 
 
 



 
53 As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him 

hard and to provoke him to speak about many things, 54 lying in wait for him, to catch 
him in something he might say.” 

 
So, the context is that Jesus was preaching publically and a Pharisee said, “Hey, why don’t you 

come and have supper with us?” and Jesus agreed. This is great to see Jesus do this. This is what 
ministry is like—hanging out with non-believers. Because these guys think that they are the religious 
leaders of the day and they are trying to probe Him with these questions. But Jesus turns the table on 
them. 

We have two different groups of people. I’ll just give you a little bit of history so we know what 
we are talking about. There are Pharisees and they followed something like a certain belief system. This 
is a religious party. So, if you are a Pharisee that means that you hold to these different beliefs. They 
were very concerned with being ceremonially clean about everything. We give Pharisees a really bad rap 
because in Scripture we see Pharisees and Jesus is saying really harsh, condemning words against 
Pharisees, but we need to realize that in that context that Pharisees were a very respected group of 
people. People looked to the Pharisees to lead them in teaching. 

Then, we also have the scribes or lawyers. They are referred to as both in this passage, and they 
are not like people who would represent you in court. They were experts on the Law; specifically the 
Law of God in the Torah. This was their job. Their profession was to study God’s Word and write out 
exactly what it meant for your daily life. People would go to them and be like, “Can I do this or that?” 
and they’d say, “No, because see here in Scripture? This means this, and this, and this.” 

Both of these groups of people were adding to Scripture. They were adding to the Law of God 
with more laws of their own. I tell you, this hits close to home, because how many times do we do that? 
How many times do we add something to God’s Word and we look down on somebody else. If there is 
anything that we are going to get out of this tonight, it’s that we need to be humbled before God. 

So, as we go here, let’s look. Jesus is so creative and He’s an instigator. He goes and He sits 
down at this table. It says He reclines at the table. Remember, this is kind of an Eastern culture. There 
would be a low table and they would sit on the ground and kind of recline with pillows and stuff. That’s 
just awkward. I’m glad we have tables and chairs. They are so much more comfortable because you 
have a back on it, you know? So, Jesus is sitting there, reclined, and He just goes right in, sits down, and 
He’s probably starting to eat. He’s grabbing pita bread, and hummus, and olives, and whatever they are 
eating. Now, remember, the Pharisee is so concerned with being ceremonially clean. He looks at Jesus 
and he thinks, “Wait a second—you didn’t wash your hands. Why didn’t you wash your hands?” But he 
didn’t say it. He thinks it. He’s amazed. He’s astonished that Jesus didn’t wash before dinner. And Jesus 
knows what the Pharisee is thinking and He calls him out on it. Look at what He says. He twists their 
understanding of righteousness to show them to their face that what they are practicing is not 
righteousness. He says, 

 
“While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him to dine with him, so he went in 

and reclined at table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that he did not first wash 
before dinner. 39 And the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees cleanse the outside of the 
cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness.’” 
 
Okay, let’s stop for a second. Now, it seems like Jesus should have said, “You clean the outside 

of the cup or dish but the inside of the cup is still filthy.” Right? Jesus begins to make the illustration but 
then He’s like, “I’m just going to make it easy for you. Let me tell you that I’m talking about you.” He 
doesn’t leave room for them to connect the dots because He could have said, “If you only clean the 



outside of the cup the inside is still dirty, and that’s really important because you don’t want to eat or 
drink that.” He says, “You clean the outside of the cup,” and He’s really saying, “You are the outside of 
the cup. This is your body. You clean this but inside you are filled with greed and evil.” Imagine what 
they are thinking, because in their minds they are the leaders. In fact, they go to such extent to be 
purified and to get away from the contamination of the world that they even make these rituals about 
being ceremonially clean and washing. 

Let me read this. This is crazy. This is a passage from the Mishnah which is like a Jewish 
commentary on the Old Testament. They tried to lay out exactly what it means to be clean and so they 
are talking about washing hands, and listen to the extent that they would go to make sure that they 
were ceremonially clean. 

 
“The hands are susceptible to uncleanness, and they are rendered clean up to the wrist. Thus if a 
man had poured the first water up to the wrist and the second water beyond the wrist, and the 
water flowed back to the hand, the hand becomes clean; but if he poured both the first water 
and the second water beyond the wrist, and the water flowed back to the hand, the hand 
remains unclean.” 
 
You have to make sure that you clean and then clean a little further because if you just do it 

both from up here your hand is going to be unclean. Then it says, 
 
“If he poured the first water over the one hand alone and then bethought himself and poured 
the second water over the one hand, his one hand is clean. If he had poured the water over the 
one hand and rubbed it on the other, it becomes unclean.” 
 
Are you serious? Could you imagine living that type of lifestyle? You would be constantly 

thinking, “Oh, no. Am I unclean? How far did I wash the first time? Did I get it all the way to here or did I 
go all the way to here?” You continue doing this until this is what owns you. That’s what was happening. 
They were being owned by these external applications of religion. And Jesus is saying, “Inside you are 
filthy. You’re evil.” 

It’s interesting because even with a cup, or a plate, or a bowl, we know that it’s silly to just wash 
the outside. We know that. I have two examples of this. One, when I was in college we had a professor, 
Dr. Fowler, who was my favorite professor, and he loved the Cubs, even though at that time the Cubs 
hadn’t won anything, but he stayed strong. He carried around all day a Cubs coffee mug. Every class you 
saw him in he was drinking coffee out of this mug and never once did he clean the inside of the cup. You 
know what I’m talking about—a white cup on the outside turns into a brown cup on the inside. A lot of 
people say that’s good because it seasons the cup. No, you know what happens? Every now and then it 
gets hit with the right amount of hot water at that time and the brown stuff starts floating and you have 
solids in your coffee that you’re just working through your mouth. That’s gross. Right? 

The other thing I think about is when we have young kids. We are now on our fourth young child 
who we give milk at night. So, Ella and I have this game of hide and seek that we play every night 
because she is one and she will drink milk out of a little sippy cup and she’s not conscientious enough to 
go put it in the sink. So, she will just leave it wherever she is last. Now, I don’t know if you have ever 
experienced milk when it becomes a solid but it’s disgusting. So, every night when I get home one of my 
jobs is to make sure that all of the dishes are put in the dishwasher and it’s going. So, every night Ella 
and I have this game, and I’m winning right now. I know there’s a milk cup and if it’s not in the sink it’s 
somewhere and I have to find it. But, imagine if I find that cup that now has slightly curdled milk in it and 
I put it just like that into the dishwasher. Or imagine if I just took it and washed the outside of it and set 



it aside and said, “Tomorrow morning that’s going to be good to go.” No, right? That stuff inside is going 
to be fermented. It’s kefir. I don’t want that. 

So, even with a simple illustration we need to make sure we are cleaning the inside. So why 
would you just clean the outside of your body? That doesn’t make you holy. In fact, Jesus even says that. 
He says, “Don’t you guys understand that the One who made the outside made the inside also?” Even 
with cups and bowls we realize that the most important part to clean is the inside. So why would we not 
think that about ourselves?  

Then, Jesus says to give alms. I’ll read it. 
 

“You fools! Did not he who made the outside make the inside also? 41 But give as 
alms those things that are within, and behold, everything is clean for you.” 
 
Do you see what He’s getting at? He’s saying, “Don’t just worry about externals. You need to 

give alms to God and to others give the things that are inside you. Give of yourself. Then, when the 
outside is clean everything is clean.” 

When He asks this question, so that you are not confused about what answer He is expecting, in 
the language it was written in there are actually two different words for ‘not’ or ‘no.’ When they use this 
particular word, the answer is always expected to be ‘yes.’ So, “Did He who made the inside make the 
outside also?” Jesus is saying, “Yes, He did.” God made your inside and God made your outside. Don’t 
just submit and give your outside to God; give your inside as well. 

That’s huge for us. That’s where we are. For us, it’s easy for us to do a list of things. Somehow 
that’s so much easier, “I just want to do these things.” Especially if you are kind of a type A person. “I’ll 
just check this off, check this off, check this off,” but you are not really loving God. You are not really 
loving others; you are just making sure that you are fulfilling what’s required of you. 

What the Pharisees were doing is they were elevating that—the external appearance of 
godliness—above actual godliness. They weren’t submitting who they were to the Lord. They weren’t 
submitting themselves to God. They were just submitting outside things and making sure they were 
washed on the outside. It’s crazy because we see this in the New Testament in baptism. It’s ironic 
because this word, where it says “they were astonished because He didn’t wash” is actually the word 
‘baptize.’ Jesus didn’t clean himself beforehand. But what do we see in baptism? Baptism is an 
appropriate picture of what salvation is. It would be crazy for us to say that baptism really washes away 
your sin. Baptism is an external picture, an outward sign, of an inward reality, because the most 
important part is the inside. We don’t say, “You just need to baptize somebody and they are saved.” No, 
we baptize somebody because they have changed on the inside because God has cleaned them from the 
inside. 

What we realize is that to come to God in salvation—the Pharisees, in one sense, were on the 
right track because they realized that God required righteousness. That’s right—God does require 
righteousness. But it’s not a righteousness that you can earn by fulfilling a certain list of do’s and don’ts. 
In fact, it’s not a righteousness that you can earn, period. What we need, if we are going to be right 
before God, is what the Reformers referred to as “an alien righteousness.” We need righteousness 
before God, we need to have righteousness, and we can’t get it, we can’t manufacture it, we can’t make 
it. But this is given to us by Jesus. He gives us His righteousness when we put our faith in Him. So, what 
we need to do is not to conform to some sort of external reality but we give ourselves to God in 
confession, and repentance, and faith. 

Jesus calls them fools because they were thinking that they were going to be good enough for 
God on their own. So, for us, we need to realize that our application of this is that we give ourselves 
wholly to God. That’s our application. Give yourselves wholly to God. Remember 1 Samuel 16, when it 
was talking about David as king? God was talking to Samuel and He said, 



 
“Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” 

 
If you want to be right before God, you give of yourself—you give alms of the inward person and 

then all is clean. Don’t just try to manufacture something on the outside. 
The Bible commentary that we all kind of pass around and share is by a man named Philip 

Ryken, and he gives us some of the most insightful and convicting questions regarding this. I’m just 
going to read a paragraph because he said it better than I can. Look at this. As far as our application and 
how we respond to this, he said this, 

 
“What is inside of you? Are you as good on the inside as you want people to think you are on the 
outside? If not, how big is the gap between your outside Christianity and your inside hypocrisy? 
Maybe you speak courteously to people, while inside you are thinking unkind thoughts. Maybe 
you never use bad language (or almost never), but your inner dialogue is laced with profanity. 
Maybe you resist having sex outside of marriage, but secretly feed on a forbidden lust. Maybe 
you spend more time talking about prayer requests than actually praying. Maybe you say you 
trust what God is doing, while inside you are full of angry resentment. Or maybe you are hiding 
some other sin that you know could be your downfall. But whatever secret sin lurks inside, 
understand that outward obedience without inward godliness is the heart of hypocrisy.” 
 
For every one of us, we need to look first to ourselves. We can’t just look to these hypocrites in 

the Old Testament because we don’t have these rules about washing. We need to look to ourselves. 
Who are we on the inside and how are we living that out? Does it match up? 

Then, we go on, and Jesus has three woes to the Pharisees. I had to look up the word “woe” 
because we don’t use it in daily life. When Jesus says “woe” it’s not necessarily a condemnation. He is 
pitying and lamenting their condition. He’s saying that they are sad and lamentable because of where 
they are. The reason I say it is not necessarily a condemnation is because the purpose of saying, “Woe to 
you for this, this, and this…,” is so that they would respond in repentance and obedience. So, let’s not 
just think that it’s over for them, that it’s the end of the line for them, although, unfortunately, for some 
of them, especially what we see at the end, is that they don’t respond in repentance. But the goal is to 
respond in repentance. 

Jesus says this, 
 

“But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and every herb, and 
neglect justice and the love of God. These you ought to have done, without neglecting 
the others.” 
 
Okay. So, that’s the first woe. “Woe to you because you are tithing even the smallest thing—

mint and herbs.” What’s crazy is that they have gone beyond what the Old Testament requires. The Old 
Testament talks about the firstfruits of your harvest, but when it’s talking about that it doesn’t even 
mention anything about mint and herbs. Right? But they want to be so strict that they would get 
specific, and itemize, and measure out exactly one-tenth to give to the work of the Lord. But Jesus says, 
“You tithe these but you are neglecting the important things—justice and the love of God.” I think He is 
referring back to the two commandments. What are they? To love God and to love others, which we see 
in the “justice” He speaks of. For the Pharisees, they do not need to spend all of their time making sure 
they ticked off all of their checklist and that they tithed ten percent of every produce they bring into 
their house. That’s not the goal. That’s not what God wants from them. He said, “You’re neglecting 
justice.” We will see all throughout Luke that God is concerned with the Gospel going to the 
downtrodden, to the weak, to the neglected, to the poor—and they are neglecting that. They are 



making these people neglected. Why? Because they are so concerned about making sure that they tithe 
exactly. 

Now, time out for a second for a word on tithing. We know that tithing was required under the 
Old Testament law but in the New Testament it’s not repeated specifically as a command. Although, I 
think this passage kind of leads to that. But, in the New Testament, tithing is only mentioned four times 
and three of those times it’s in a negative context against the Pharisees and one of them is in Hebrews 
and is referring back to the Old Testament. But, I want to say this; if under the law you were required to 
give ten percent toward the work of ministry—what would now be Gospel work—how much more 
under grace do we need to give? We see commands in Scripture to give generously and with a pure 
heart. Then also, Jesus doesn’t necessarily say don’t tithe. He’s saying that you should have done these 
without neglecting the more important things of justice and love for God. 

This is crazy. Could you be imagined being so consumed—and some of us can—with our 
outward appearance of godliness that we have neglected the poor and the downtrodden, the lost 
among us? Because what they had done is that they had isolated themselves and put themselves above 
everyone else and they spent all of their time talking theology with other people just like them, and they 
never once practiced what that theology looks like in loving other people well. That’s what we see in 
Scripture. He’s not saying don’t tithe; He’s saying rather that we need to pursue justice with man and 
love of God. He’s already told us this in verse 41. Giving alms. Tithing is not the problem; it’s that they 
are not giving of themselves. They are not giving of themselves to God or to others. So, what about us? 
We need to make sure that we are not like that. Make sure that we are not putting forth this 
appearance of Christianity and of godliness and failing to do the two commandments that God has 
called us to do—love God and love others. On these two commandments everything else falls. What 
they were doing is trying to make more and more commandments to explain all of these and apply them 
to our lives, when what we really need to do is stop, love God, and love others. Because we don’t want 
to be like these people or the people that God called out in Isaiah 29:13, that says, 

 
“These people draw near me with their mouths and honor me with their lips, 

while their hearts are far from me.” 
 
So, what do we do? We give to God of our whole selves; our heart, soul, mind, body, and 

strength. We give that to the Lord. 
The next woe says, 
 

“Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the synagogues and 
greetings in the marketplaces.” 
 
Do you see what they’ve done? They bought into their own press. “Look how good we are. We 

are keeping all of these things so now everyone needs to acknowledge how godly we are.” That is 
against the heart of God. Philippians tells us how we are supposed to be like Jesus—we need to give of 
ourselves completely for the lost. And the Pharisees are saying, “I just want to make sure that everyone 
recognizes how godly I am, both in religious circles and out in the public,” because they wanted to have 
the best seats in the synagogue. In fact, this happened. The closer they could get to the speaker the 
better it was for them, and sometimes even sitting next to the speaker and facing the congregation. 
“I’ve arrived. Look at me—I’m a Christian. Look at me and see how godly I am.” And they wanted to be 
recognized in public as well. When they were in the marketplace they desired this great greeting from 
everyone to acknowledge how good they were. They were living for the glory of others and not for 
giving glory to God. What’s happening here is that they have turned the pursuit of religion into its own 



god. Religion is now a god and they are the ones who get the glory from it instead of giving the glory to 
God. 

In Proverbs 29:25, it says this, 
 

“The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trust in the Lord is safe.” 
 
We are going to see in Luke 12, in the next chapter Jesus talks about “who should you fear?” 

Should you fear the one who hurts the body? No, but the one who can destroy both soul and body in 
Hell. We don’t live for the approval of others; we live for the approval of God. That’s where they messed 
up. 

Then, Jesus says this. This is the most condemning but it’s a little confusing unless you know the 
context. He says, 

 
“44 Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people walk over them 

without knowing it.” 
 
Obviously, we know it’s bad because Jesus is saying that they are graves, right? Graves are filled 

with dead people and rotting remains. But keep in mind that in context that the Pharisees were so 
concerned with being ceremonially clean that they were so superstitious about touching even a 
gravestone, or a memorial, or a marker of someone who is dead, because they didn’t want to be 
unclean. That’s why they whitewashed the tombs, and the monuments, and the gravestones; so that 
they wouldn’t be accidentally walking and not see it and touch it. Because then, if they touched it, they 
were unclean. So, Jesus is now saying very condemning words against them. He is saying 1) you are filled 
with death because you are like a grave but 2) you are a grave that is unmarked, which means that 
people are walking over you, the people you are coming into contact with, and not only are you not 
pushing them toward Judaism or, in our case, Christianity, you are destroying them and you are bringing 
them death. Because you who try so hard to be clean are defiling everybody that you come into contact 
with. You—you are the death that you are afraid of. Whoa, it makes you think, because every one of us 
is living a life that others are watching to emulate. Whether you realize it or not, people are watching 
how you live your life, and you could be pushing them towards God or pushing them towards death. 
What we see of the Pharisees is that they manufactured something that wasn’t pointing people to Jesus. 

Think about it—what an amazing time this would have been to live in if you were a Pharisee. If 
you were a Pharisee then you had grown up from birth being given the law of God. All of the Old 
Testament had been given to you and you would be living in the time period where the fulfillment of all 
of that was taking place. What an amazing time it would have been to be a Pharisee. We do see that 
some Pharisees get it. Some people see Jesus and say, “This is the Messiah we’ve been waiting for.” But 
here they are rejecting their Messiah. What a sad thing. That’s why they are like death. They are death 
and they are pulling people with them into death. 

Jesus goes on and looks at the lawyers and this is very similar to the way He talked to the 
Pharisees. To me, the funniest part of this passage is verse 45, because it says, 

 
“45 One of the lawyers answered him, “Teacher, in saying these things you insult 

us also.” 
 
You know, it’s almost like he was trying to give Jesus a heads up, like he was thinking, “Oh, man! 

I don’t think He knows what He’s talking about. I’m not a Pharisee but when He said that we know that 
we kind of do that, too.” So, “Jesus, just in case you were wondering, you are offending more than just 
them.” And Jesus says, “Yeah, I know,” and they were like, “Oh.” 



If any of you watched the Collision102 documentary five or six years ago, it was a Christian pastor, 
Doug Wilson, and the atheist, Christopher Hitchens. At one point, Doug Wilson basically says, “You don’t 
have a belief system to support anything that you are saying,” and Hitchens responds during this 
informal debate and says, “I’m not sure that Pastor Wilson understands how offensive that was to me.” 
Then Doug Wilson cut him off and said, “Oh, yeah, I know exactly what I said.” I was watching it and I 
was like, “Whoa!” Because that’s what happens here. One of the lawyers was kind of trying to protect 
Jesus and said, “Hey, man, that insults us, too!” and Jesus said, “Yeah, woe to you lawyers also.” It 
backfired. Right? The lawyer thought he was going to get out from underneath the boot and then it 
came right down on top of him. 

Then, look at what Jesus says, because to me this hits at the heart of how I’ve seen Christianity 
practiced and have been a part of. Jesus says, 

 
“Woe to you lawyers also! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and 

you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers.” 
 
Yeah. They understand in principle that God is completely holy and we are completely not, and 

that gap has to be bridged by something. What they are trying to do is just throw righteousness onto 
somebody and say, “Here, carry this.” Can we carry that? No, we can’t carry that. Only Jesus could do 
that. Only Jesus could live out righteousness. But they are putting this onto people and telling them the 
rules they have to follow. Then, it says that they aren’t even with one finger trying to relive just a little 
bit of that burden. Because, in one sense, is it right for us to say, “You are completely lost and dead in 
your sin, and you need God’s grace and righteousness for salvation”? Yeah. Is that a heavy burden to 
bear; to know that Jesus Christ came into this world because we were condemned, and He came to save 
us, and that the bridge between us and God is insurmountable, and we can’t lift ourselves to salvation? 
Yeah. That’s a heavy burden to bear—but they are not even trying to lift a finger. 

We see this happening all the time: “Oh, you want to grow as a Christian? Here, do all these 
things.” That’s not it, because it’s talking about the external and it’s forgetting the internal. It’s 
forgetting that we need to submit to the Lord. What happens then? God gives us His righteousness. The 
righteous requirements of the law have been met in Jesus and can be met in us because He gives us His 
righteousness, makes us sons and daughters, and we then become fulfilled and perfected before God. 
That’s what people need to hear. If you are in Christ, you need to hear that when God looks at you that 
He sees the perfect righteousness of Jesus. So, don’t get weighed down with all these things that people 
try to push on top of you. Think about loving Jesus and loving others—and the rest will come. God will 
work that out inside you. 

Moving on to the next woe—this one was confusing to me. It’s obviously a bad thing. 
 

“Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your fathers killed. 
48 So you are witnesses and you consent to the deeds of your fathers, for they killed 
them, and you build their tombs.” 
 
This was super confusing, but what Jesus is saying is, “It was your forefathers who killed the 

prophets and what you are doing is agreeing with what they did by building their tombs for them.” 
Basically, what He is saying is, “Your fathers killed the prophets and you are making sure they are dead.” 
Whoa! Then He says this, 

 
“The Wisdom of God…” 
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I think this—and you don’t have to look somewhere in the Old Testament for these words--that 

the Wisdom of God is Jesus speaking. 
 

“Therefore also the Wisdom of God said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, 
some of whom they will kill and persecute,’ 50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed 
from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this generation,…” 
 
What’s He talking about? He’s saying that your fathers—the people who believed the same 

thing you do; the same legalistic way of approaching God—is what killed the prophets. Your fathers 
killed the prophets and you’re continuing to do the same thing they did, and God is going to require it of 
this generation. He’s talking about the generation that’s there, because He’s going to send them. It’s 
prophetic also. He’s going to send to them prophets and apostles and what are they going to do? Some 
of them they are going to kill and some of them they are going to persecute. And that’s exactly what 
was going to happen. He said that their blood is going to be on this generation. He said, “Their blood is 
going to be required from you.” 

Then, He said, 
 

“…from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah…” 
 
That’s a little confusing but not if you understand that the Old Testament canon, the Old 

Testament for Jewish people, had Genesis as its first book and 2 Chronicles as its last book. So, you have 
Abel who was the first person who died because of sin. He was a righteous man before God and he was 
killed by his brother. Then, Zechariah was stoned by the king in the sanctuary. So, the blood of all of 
them will be required by this generation. Why is that? Because the greatest prophet ever was among 
them and they kill Him. And the saddest part is—this is the saddest thing—that it could have been one 
of those people there with Jesus who then cried out to Pilate. Remember, they tried to get Him killed. 
They can’t do it on their own. They have to get Pilate to consent. And remember what Pilate does? He 
washes his hands. Pilate says, “His blood is on you,” and one of the Jewish leaders cries out and says, 
“May His blood be on us and on our children.” 

Jesus is saying that in their pursuit—in their legalistic understanding—they have made 
something that is not from God, and in following that they justify themselves to kill God incarnate. This 
is condemning. This is what He says to them, “This is what you are doing. Your fathers killed the 
prophets and you are making these memorials for them, and you are going to kill and torture apostles 
and prophets that are going to be sent to you now, culminating in Jesus. And they are going to cry out, 
“May His blood be on us and on our children” and it is going to be on them and on their children 
because they rejected God incarnate, not just another prophet, although shame is on them. They 
rejected Jesus and they killed Jesus. 

Then, the last thing is also so condemning because what they have done is that they have set 
themselves up as the gate to salvation. Remember, these are the guys who would take every law and 
mark it out. I read some of the laws about the Sabbath. Remember, you couldn’t work on the Sabbath, 
so they said you can’t carry a load on the Sabbath. You can’t carry it in your right hand or your left hand 
or on your shoulder. But then they made up more laws, like you can carry it on your foot, or you can 
carry it on the back of your hand, or in your mouth, or in your shirt, or if it’s woven into your shirt. If you 
have a wallet and it’s carried mouth down you can carry it in that. What they are doing is they are 
finding a way to work around the laws that they’ve created. It’s like when really rich people are 
somehow able to not pay any taxes because they hire a lawyer who says, “Well, if you do this with your 



money, and you move it here, here, here, and here, you aren’t going to have to pay taxes and you can 
have it all back.” That’s deceptive, and they were trying to do that with the way to God. That’s crazy.  

Then, Jesus says this. Let me read it again. 
 

“Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. And not 
only did you not enter, you hindered those who were entering.” 
 
They’ve presented themselves as the people that salvation goes through and Jesus is saying that 

in doing that, that they have taken away that key. He says, “You are not entering and you are actually 
hindering people from entering.” So, we think through this. We look at their responses. How do they 
respond? They respond, in short, badly. Right? They leave there and then they start conspiring on ways 
that they can trick Him. They lie in wait so that they can ambush Him. They didn’t heed the call to 
repent. So, for us, how are we going to respond? What we have to do on a daily basis is that we need to 
be reminded of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. If we are reminded of the Gospel of Jesus Christ on a daily 
basis then that will keep us humbled before God. Because it’s the Gospel that tells us that we can’t earn 
salvation on our own. There is no glory that needs to go to us; it needs to go only to Jesus. So, when we 
find ourselves saying, “I can’t believe they are doing that,” and we look down on someone, and 
condemn someone, we realize, “I should be condemned, but I’m not because of the grace of God.” We 
realize that we have this ministry of reconciliation that’s been given to us that we must take to a lost 
and dying world. 

So, as a Christian, we need to respond the exact opposite of them. We’ve talked about this since 
the beginning of Luke; we need to hear, we need to listen, and we need to obey. As a Christian, what do 
we need to do? We need to ask God to search our hearts and expose areas of pride, and of greed, and 
hypocrisy in our lives so that we can submit them to God, and then to show us how we need to love God 
and how we need to love others more. That’s where we need to be. We need to check ourselves on 
what we are requiring of others and if we are adding something to Scripture, if we are adding something 
to salvation by grace through faith in Christ, then we are sinning. We are doing the same thing that Jesus 
is warning these people of and we need to be humbled by that. 

One of my favorite quotes is by a man named Thomas à Kempis. He says this, 
 

“All men are frail; but thou shouldst reckon none so frail as thyself.” 
 
Whenever you think, “I’m doing great. I’m the best ever,” remember that you are frail and no 

one is more frail than you. 
Then, if you are here and you are not a believer, how do you need to respond? You need to 

respond 1) by forgiving Christians who have done a bad job of representing Christianity. If Christians 
have made it look like they are condemning you because of the way that you have lived your life, then 
shame on us. If Christians have made it seem like you need to clean yourself up—get these things right 
and then you will be good enough for God—shame on us, because that’s a lie. Because if salvation 
comes because you can make yourself good enough for God, so that He can accept you, then none of us 
would ever be saved. What you need to realize is what we’ve been talking about this whole time—it’s 
that the Gospel saves. The Gospel saves when we come to God and we realize that we are broken, and 
empty, and bankrupt before God, and that we do need to have His righteousness, and that He gives that 
to us as a free gift, offered in grace, to those who will confess, repent, and believe in Him. And following 
Christ is not about following a system of rights and wrongs or of constantly thinking, “Am I still in the 
faith? Because I’ve done this or I didn’t do that.” When we come to Christ, Jesus says this, and we will 
close with this—Jesus says this in Matthew 11, 

 



“Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.” 
 
When we come to faith in Christ, He gives us the ability to live out the Christian life. He’s the 

only one who can do it and it can only be done by grace through faith alone in Jesus. 
Let me pray for us and then we will respond in worship. 
Gracious	Father,	we	are	so	thankful	for	your	Word.	What	convicting	words	we	have	heard	

from	your	mouth	tonight.	I	pray	that	each	one	of	us	will	let	them	sink	into	our	hearts	and	into	our	
minds.	I	pray	for	the	Christians	who	are	here,	that	we	will	be	convicted	because	of	how	we’ve	tried	
to	show	our	righteousness	before	others	so	that	we	will	get	glory	and	we	have	stolen	glory	from	
you.	I	pray	that	you	will	help	us	understand	that	the	central	point	of	the	Gospel	is	the	grace	that	you	
have	given	to	us,	and	that	we	need	to	live	in	that.	I	pray	that	you	will	convict	us	of	our	sin	and	how	
we’ve	added	to	your	law	and	to	your	Gospel.	For	those	who	here	who	are	not	your	children,	who	
are	not	believers,	I	pray	that	you	will	make	them	alive	as	they	come	to	you	in	faith	and	repentance.	
We	love	you	and	praise	you	in	the	name	of	Jesus.	Amen.
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Luke 12: 1-12 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn in your Bibles if you will to Luke’s gospel, chapter 12. We will be reading verses 1-12. The Gospel of Luke 

12:1-12. This is a very touchy passage tonight and it’s extremely convicting. So, it is hopefully with submission and 
humility that we open God’s Word. 

This is the Word of the Lord. Luke 12:1, 
 

“In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were 
trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 3 
Therefore whatever you have said in the dark shall be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in 
private rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops. 

4 ‘I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more 
that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to 
cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them 
is forgotten before God. 7 Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more 
value than many sparrows. 

8 ‘And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will 
acknowledge before the angels of God, 9 but the one who denies me before men will be denied before 
the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the 
one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 11 And when they bring you before the 
synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be anxious about how you should defend yourself 
or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord, I pray that you would give clarity and understanding to the reading and hearing of your word tonight. That 

we would only say what you would have said and that we would be faithful to the Scriptures. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
If you are new and just visiting, I think Spencer mentioned earlier that we are going through the Book of Luke. 

We came out of last week’s text that’s a really intense passage where Jesus is having this interaction with the religions 
leaders. And Jesus would often do this; He would often have interaction with religious leaders that we would refer to as 
religious fanatics. Many of them were very passionate about religion but not passionate about the God that they claim 
to serve. I think most of us can identify with that. There are probably times in our lives where we’ve been more zealous 
about things like church attendance and ministry opportunities, and that’s something that we have to be very careful 
that we are guarded against because it’s really easy to fall into a sort of mindset of ministry idolatry or to fall into a 
mindset of self-piety. The word ‘piety’, young people, means that I’m religious so that other people will see my religion 
and think better of me. We need to be careful in our walk with the Lord, that we remember that what Christ has given 
us is a personal relationship with Him. A personal relationship with somebody is gritty, and raw, and interactive. The 
person that is closest to you in your life has seen you laugh so hysterically that you look like an idiot and they’ve seen 
you ugly cry and all points in between. Right? The deeper your relationship is with somebody the more they are going to 
see and know of you. So, an intimate relationship with Jesus is going to look like that. The more that I grow in my walk 
with Jesus, the more that people around me grow in their walks with Jesus, the more we are going to grow in our 
relationships with each other, and the more the body of Christ is going to be knit together by the power of Jesus. 

Now, the more that I grow in religious activity the more I am going to protect and guard people from seeing 
anything that makes me look bad. Right? Agree? I want to put up a façade and protect myself, and I want to be guarded 
in certain areas of my life. This is why Christianity is earth-shattering—because it calls us to transparency. In our faith 
and in our walk with the Lord, Jesus calls us to transparency. We should know things about one another so that we can 
pray for one another, and we should have such a growing grace with one another that what we extend to people in 
need, or fallenness, or brokenness, or sin is that we extend grace. One of the marks of the body of Christ should be that 
we lift one another up, and we pray for each other, and we encourage each other, and we help each other, but we don’t 
kick one another while we are down. We also live a very transparent life, so I’m not just going to display religious piety 



and then hide my own failures and weaknesses. When is the last time you can think about being around a group of 
believers where somebody got uncomfortably raw while confessing things that they were dealing with in their own life? 
But that’s what the body of Christ should look like. 

Well the Pharisees weren’t like that at all. In fact, what the Pharisees did was put themselves in a certain light 
where they were kind of like the masters of religion and then they kept everyone else pressed down and pushed down. 
One of the reasons they did that was for power and control, because if they could maintain power and control that 
made their lives much more comfortable. This is what religious fanatics do. Religious fanatics try to maintain control of 
other people’s lives and the Pharisees were very guilty of this. 

We ended last week being warned and the main point of the message last week, the main drive of it for us as a 
church, was that we take it to heart and recognize that we need to ask ourselves where it is that we identify with the 
Pharisees. Because the tendency that we have in the church is to go, “Man, those Pharisees were jerks, they were 
pompous, they were idiots.” We sort of separate ourselves from the Pharisees so that it’s the Pharisees over here and 
then you have the good guys, who were the people with Jesus; and we like to align ourselves with Jesus. But if we are 
raw and real with ourselves, a lot of times we tend to drift toward what is just religious activity. We want to be seen in a 
certain light and when we do that we are running really close to the same lifestyle that the Pharisees lived. 

So, we start into this text and Jesus knows that this is going to be a struggle for His disciples and He knows it’s 
going to be a struggle for us. Guys, this is a true story. I travel a good bit, and sometimes I will travel somewhere and 
preach, and after I preach someone will walk up to me and say, “Boy, I’m glad you are here. This church, these people, 
really needed to hear that.” So, I’ve gotten to where now I will say, “What about you? Do you think you needed to hear 
it or not really? Are you good to go?” It’s always awkward, man. It’s always awkward. I was preaching at a marriage, 
family, and parenting thing, and the final session of the weekend I had to preach it twice. They had two services in a 
large First Baptist Church and I spoke in their 9:15 service and in their 11:00 service. They have a timeclock in the back 
and for what I needed to cover I would normally cover in about three sessions. I went at a blistering pace. I read most of 
it and I went as fast as I could. When I was done, people were lining up. I had so much really good feedback and people 
were saying, “Thank you for opening the Word of God…thank you for coming…thank you for sharing…I was convicted.” 
Then, I had the one guy who inevitably showed up and he was like, “Boy, this church needed to hear that, brother. These 
people need to learn how to parent.” Then, he proceeded to tell me how when he was bringing his kids up he didn’t let 
them get away with the stuff that kids get away with today. 

It’s kind of funny but the reality is that we all tend to do that. Let’s be honest with ourselves. We all tend to do 
that. We hear a sermon and we are oftentimes pricked to the heart with conviction and ask ourselves, “How do I 
respond to this?” but there are also those categories that are safe categories for us. “Oh, when we are talking about 
that, that doesn’t really apply to me because I’ve sort of got that mastered. I’m the master of my own destiny in that 
particular category. But when we are talking about this other topic I really need to hear it because I struggle in that area. 
I need to listen closely.” So, any time that the Pharisees come into play we tend to separate ourselves from them and 
say, “Pharisees were the bad guys but I’m on the good team. So, they are the enemy but I’m not.” But what we need to 
do when we come to these texts is we need to say, “How am I most like a Pharisee and how do I respond to Jesus’ 
teaching to the Pharisees?” Because He had scathing word for the Pharisees and we need to take them to heart. 

Now, He makes this clear to us in the first verse. Jesus has just left His dinner with the Pharisees and the lawyers. 
It was an intense scene. One commentator said they might not have gotten to dessert. So now, He’s out in the street 
and the crowd is around Him and at the end of chapter 11, He says, 

 
“As he went away from there, the scribes and the Pharisees began to press him hard and to 

provoke him to speak about many things, 54 lying in wait for him, to catch him in something he might 
say.” 
 
So, the Pharisees are provoking Him to try to get Him to talk and say something so they can catch Him in that 

would be a violation of the Law. And in Luke 12:1, it says, 
 

“In the meantime, when so many thousands of the people had gathered together that they were 
trampling one another, he began to say to his disciples first…” 
 
So, you have a mob of people. This would often happen. Jesus would often go into towns of twenty to thirty 

people or maybe to a town of eighty to a hundred people. Remember, He sent His disciples out to all these villages. 



These were small villages. The towns of Andrews, Robbinsville, Hayesville, and Murphy would be booming metropolises. 
Murphy and Bryson City would be booming metropolises in that cultural context. Most of these towns were tiny little 
places of eighty to a hundred people or maybe a couple of hundred people. They were outlying farming communities. 
So, Jesus would show up and there would be such a mob of people. In fact, in one place, Matthew records that they 
came from all the major cities, including the Decapolis, which is a word that means ten cities. So, from the ten largest 
cities in the area people gravitated toward Christ and followed Him to these little villages. So, you would have this 
overwhelming, oppressive mob that would be squeezing in on Him. 

Those of you who were here remember the story from several weeks ago where the lady touched the hem of 
His garment. He said, “Who touched me?” and one of His disciples was like, “Uh..it’s like Freaknik here. I don’t know if 
you’ve noticed but it’s like Woodstock AD 35. People are squeezing in and it’s like Macy’s Day parade gone off the rails 
and you are asking, ‘Who touched me?’ Everybody is touching you.” But Jesus recognized that power had gone out from 
Him. So, even in that mob, Jesus would be very specific in things that He was doing and saying. So, what He does in this 
big mob of people is that He pulls His disciples aside, and here is how we know that the warning for the Pharisees has to 
be a warning for us. Because He pulls His disciples aside first and He begins to warn them. Those of us who are in Christ 
are His disciples because we are Christ-followers. So, it says, 

 
“He began to say to his disciples first, ‘Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is 

hypocrisy.’” 
 
Now, why would He say “beware” of something the Pharisees are guilty of? That’s what we are saying—we have 

the tendency to become like Pharisees. He is warning His disciples, because the danger that what you and I face most 
days is not that we will fall off into some gross, immoral failure but that we will fall off the other side of the tracks into 
gross spiritual haughtiness, religious piety, like a condescending mindset that says I am better than I actually am. And 
forget that for the merit of God’s grace in our lives we would be nothing but sinners. We couldn’t have gotten to Christ 
on our own but Jesus came and saved us. Jesus knows that is a tendency we are going to have and that we are going to 
face. So, He says to His disciples, “Hey, here’s what the Pharisees do and you need to be warned and guarded so that 
you don’t go down that path.” So, He’s talking about the Pharisees and, specifically, He’s talking about their hypocrisy. 

Now, I wrote down a couple of definitions on Jesus’ teaching on hypocrisy. One is from Leon Morris and his good 
commentary. He says, 

 
“Hypocrisy is the practice of saying one thing and doing another.” 
 
Kent Hughes says it this way, 
 
“Hypocrisy means playing a part, engaging in pretense. It demands conscious insincerity…” 
 
Whoo! Okay, stop! Think about that phrase. This just hit me harder right now than it did when I was studying it. 

“It demands conscious insincerity!!” That’s saying, “I’m being insincere right now and in the depths of my heart I know I 
am.” That is the ultimate picture of hypocrisy. I am projecting one thing and in my heart of hearts I know what I’m 
about. That one hit me hard right now. 

 
“It demands conscious insincerity. It is a character sin, a moral deficiency, and it comes naturally to 
every one of us.” 
 
My definition that I had written first was, 
 
“Making people think you are someone or something that you are not—in other words, being a fake.” 
 
Now, He uses a word picture which is something He often does. He uses leaven as a word picture and it’s a 

common word picture that is used in Scripture. But here Jesus compares leaven to hypocrisy. Leaven was a yeast that 
worked its way through dough to make bread rise and the idea is of something that is small but spreads aggressively and 
impacts the larger thing. It has major impact and the word ‘leaven’ is used in both positive and negative ways in 
Scripture but it is most often used to describe the way sin spreads in a person’s life. Here, it is spreading in a destructive 



way as does hypocrisy. So, the word picture Jesus is giving is that hypocrisy is something so subtle sometimes but it has a 
deep, broad, wide impact. It really spreads and has an impact and we are all very much in danger of being hypocrites. In 
fact, all of us have had conversations with some non-Christian and you are talking to somebody, and you are trying to 
share the Gospel, and you are trying to share your faith with somebody, and they say, “I don’t want to go to church 
because it’s full of hypocrites.” Whether or not they have had a genuine encounter with someone who was hypocritical 
or not, we know that all too often people who call themselves Christians don’t live it out and that is the ultimate 
hypocrisy. 

So, Jesus is not only giving us a warning but He is also giving us some explanation to the warning. So, here are 
some reasons a person would become a hypocrite. I jotted down two that came to mind. The first is to make himself or 
herself look better to others. Hypocrisy, in this instance, would be me trying to present myself in a certain way that 
makes me look better to other people. So, I’m being fake or I’m presenting myself in a way that other people will look at 
me and be impressed. What’s that old saying? It’s something like, “Why do you buy things you can’t afford to impress 
people you don’t like.” Remember that? Why do you do things to impress people who, if you stop and think about it, it 
doesn’t make sense to impress them? If I’m faithful to Jesus and I’m faithful to Him out of a pure heart, there’s going to 
be an overwhelming satisfaction that comes from that. But when I try to present myself in a certain way so that other 
people will think I’m more righteous, or holy, or spiritual, in the end it’s not going to make me feel any better about 
myself, because there’s that conscious insincerity at the heart of the matter. So, the first reason that people will become 
hypocrites is to make themselves look better to other people. 

The second reason is to make someone else look bad. This is dangerous. It’s where I might say something to put 
someone else in a bad light. That comes full circle to where the ultimate goal is to, again, make me look good. This is 
what the Pharisees would do. 

So, what drives and motivates hypocrisy? 
Number one is selfishness. Selfishness drives and motivates hypocrisy. Hypocrisy in my life will come out of an 

attitude of selfishness. Anytime I am trying to advance myself or promote myself, then I run the risk of becoming very 
hypocritical. 

This is the guide in the Book of Luke for us. Remember when Jesus was talking to the one lawyer who asked, 
“What do I need to do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus says, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.” That’s what guides my actions. How in this conversation, how in this 
action, how in this attitude, how in whatever I am doing, am I reflecting a love for God that is a deep love of heart, soul, 
mind, and strength, an all-encompassing love, and how is this impacting others? How am I loving others? Husband, wife, 
mom, and dad—how am I loving my kid? How am I loving my coworkers? How am I loving people through this action? 
Hypocrisy is often motivated by selfishness. 

Number two. Hypocrisy is often motivated by insecurity. I remember years ago when Little and I first got 
married, I had never heard this before. Then, I heard her use it three or four times and I don’t even remember who it 
was about or what was going on. But somebody was acting out in a way where I was like, “What is he doing?” and she 
would say, “He’s very insecure about himself.” It sort of confused me and I thought that it didn’t make sense. He was 
being very boastful and arrogant and you would think that arrogance is sort of like a lack of insecurity; that the person 
was overly confident. In fact, a person who is boastful, and loud, and obnoxious, and arrogant is really compensating for 
insecurity on the inside. That makes good sense, doesn’t it? And most of us can probably, if we really examine our lives, 
think of a time where we have done that out of an insecurity. We will say something that may be passive-aggressive or it 
may be something where I want people to see me in a certain light so I say something a certain way to try to impress 
people and it just comes from insecurity. We’ve all done it. 

Number three is a lack of grace toward others in my life. Those of you who have been Christians for a long time, 
do you find that the longer you serve and walk with Jesus the more you grow in grace toward others? Young Christians 
who are zealous in their theology—the young people in our church need to be warned by this and we have a lot in the 
eighteen to twenty-five crowd—young Christians who are consuming large amounts of theology in their study of 
theology books and who are learning new things constantly and every day, tend to be the people who shoot the good 
guys from behind. If the Christian life is a battlefield and we are in this war together --. There were some people playing 
paintball last week and there was an adult leader named Sammy and many of us know him. He is a hoot. In fact, he 
listens to the Red Oak podcasts and he is going to be giddy that he made it into a sermon. So, Sammy said they were out 
there on the paintball field and he was talking smack back and forth with some kids when he realized the game was 
about to end and he hadn’t killed anybody, so he shot his own son right in the facemask with the paintball gun. He said, 
“I wasn’t going to leave the field without shooting somebody!” We laughed so hard but I thought that that’s how a lot of 



Christians tend to act. A lot of times we are shooting each other with theological debates and arguments about lifestyle 
and things like that. The reality is that if I’m not extending grace toward other people, and giving them room to grow, 
and giving the Holy Spirit time to convict them…there are times where the Lord is going to use me to be the voice of 
conviction in somebody’s life and there are other times where I need to shut up and let the Holy Spirit work. Amen? 
There are times when you don’t answer a fool according to his folly but there is also a passage that Solomon writes that 
says to answer that fool according to his folly or otherwise103—and he gives the repercussions if we don’t confront it. 
There’s a fine line that the Christian has to walk, where there are times when I need to confront something in 
somebody’s life and there are other times when something needs to be confronted in my life. There are other times 
where I just need to be quiet and hold my peace. How do I know the difference? I have to walk in tune with the Holy 
Spirit and in sensitivity to God’s Word. And I have to grow in grace and I have to say, “How am I loving the Lord my God 
with all my heart, soul, mind, and strength, and how am I loving this person really well, and how is this going to make 
them more like Jesus and make me more like Jesus?” So—I need to grow in grace because oftentimes hypocrisy is driven 
and motivated by a lack of grace toward others in my life. 

Number four, the last thing that drives or motivates hypocrisy, is a lack of grace understood and received in my 
own life. By nature, I am not a physically affectionate person. That’s not so much anymore because I have daughters. 
That changes that ballgame. But I remember when I ran around with a group of guys. Muggs was in that group. It was 
me, and Muggs, and several other guys, and one of them was one of my teammates in college. We played on a 
basketball team together and he’s about six-nine or six-ten. He’s about Jake Stanley’s size but nowhere near as 
handsome as Jake. Think Nephilim104. Think grasshoppers and clusters of grapes. They come from the same clan 
somewhere back down the line. They are descendants of Shem. Right, Spencer? Yeah. So, anyway, this guy was huge 
and I remember one day how this group of my buddies decided that they were going to physically hug me and not let 
me get away from it. I remember how they jumped me and they got the big guy to grab me from behind and lay on me. 
They told him, “He will punch you so you have to make sure that one of us gets his arms.” So, I remember how they 
tackled me and got me right down on the ground. All the other boys weighed a good bit over two hundred, maybe two-
fifty. So, I have these three big old guys laying on me and hugging me. They said, “You’re having to get hugged! You’re 
having to get hugged!” I was mad and screaming, “Let me up!” because I was getting kind of claustrophobic. Finally, we 
were all just lying there laughing. When I look back I think that was probably good for me. Learning to receive love and 
learning how to receive affection is part of the Christian life. We laugh but some of you are really bad at that. Some of 
you are really bad at it. It’s self-examination time. “Am I good at giving love? Am I good at receiving love? Am I good at 
loving my brothers and sisters in the Lord and receiving love and grace from them in the Lord?” Because in the body of 
Christ this is what it should look like and hypocrisy is when we are not acting that way. So, a lack of grace understood 
and received in my own life is often a motivator for hypocrisy. 

Now, the bulk of the sermon is going to be on these first three verses about hypocrisy because it’s such a telling 
thing. So, what is Jesus saying about hypocrisy in the text? When we unpack these three verses, what is He saying about 
it? What is Jesus saying? So far, we’ve addressed some observations about hypocrisy, but what is Jesus saying about it? 

Number one, we have to be cautious because any of us is capable of falling into hypocrisy. This is not like, “I’m 
not going to do that. I’m not going to go there.” Yes, we have to be cautious. Remember, He is talking to His disciples. He 
is warning His disciples. 

Number two, He is telling us that hypocrisy is short-sighted. Y’all, today I had the best lunch. It was so good. 
Then, it was just about time for church and I have that sweet tooth that some of you also have and you know that I have 
it. I thought I’d just make myself a little milkshake. I have one of those Magic Bullets. Anyone else have one of those? It 
had to have been a Christian that invented that. It’s anointed. So, a couple of scoops of vanilla ice cream, a scoop of 
peanut butter, a little milk, and I cranked that sucker up and let it blend out real good. Then, I drank it really fast and I 
thought, “That was a little, teeny cup. I should do that again.” Well, that’s shortsightedness, because what happened 
next is I tried to work through my sermon notes for the next hour and a half while in this stupor. I should have stopped. I 
should have let the first one hit the bottom, settle, and scream back at me. Shortsightedness plays out in a lot of ways in 
our lives but what Jesus is saying is that when we are hypocritical we are just not thinking of the big picture. As a 
Christian, I need to think of the big picture. I need to think of the kingdom, eternity, Jesus on the throne, a dead man 
resurrected and me resurrected with Him. The power of the cross is that I’m not bound by sin anymore. If anybody can 
think big picture, Christians can think big picture. We have the biggest picture. The tapestry of the Gospel is written on 

                                                             
103 Proverbs 26:4-5 
104 Genesis 6; Numbers 13 



the annals of time. It takes all of history to really display the Gospel. If anybody can think big picture, we can. Hypocrisy, 
Jesus tells us, is shortsighted and is getting caught in the moment. 

Number three, the art of being a hypocrite depends on the ability to keep some things concealed. Jesus is telling 
us that the art of being a hypocrite depends on the ability to keep some things concealed. Did you ever have a secret 
that you didn’t want to get out? “Man, if people find that out about me, I’m ruined.” That’s a miserable way to live, 
especially when that secret is something that comes from an insincere thing that you’ve spun in your own life, or a way 
that you’ve tried to project yourself in a certain light. You are like, “I don’t want people to find out about this. That 
would be terrible.” The art of being a hypocrite depends on the ability to keep some things concealed. The best thing to 
do is to not live our lives in a way that anything needs to be concealed. Right? If I don’t live hypocritically then I don’t 
have to hide anything. 

The fourth thing is what connects to the third so importantly. Number four is that Jesus is teaching us that truth 
will always prevail. This is why many of you have maybe learned the lesson in life where when you’ve been attacked or 
assaulted with lies and half-truths, you’ve had to learn that, “You know what? I can’t defend myself but the Lord will 
vindicate me and the truth always prevails.” Truth prevails. This is why Jesus will say things like, “Blessed are you when 
people persecute you. Blessed are you when people say all manner of evil things about you. Blessed are you when 
people revile against you.105” Peter records that when Jesus was reviled against, He did not revile back. When Jesus was 
cursed, He did not speak a word of defense for himself. He just didn’t do it. Why? Because the truth stands. “The grass 
withers, the flower fades, but the Word of God stands forever.106” We don’t have to defend that which is true because 
Christ is the author of truth. Jesus said in John 14, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” Jesus is truth. We don’t have to 
defend that which will stand forever. Some of you need to let go of things that you are holding onto because truth is 
going to prevail. It always does. It always does. And that can be a hard one to learn. 

Number five, Jesus is also saying this about hypocrisy. Lies will always be exposed. It’s the other side of that 
same coin. Truth will prevail and lies will be exposed—always. Lies will be exposed. 

Number six, the last one, is that hypocrisy never leads to anything good. It is only, always destructive. James 
would say it this way to the early Church, “You should let your yes be yes and let your no be no107.” What’s he saying? 
He’s saying to live your life in such a way that what you see is what you get. We should be people that what we see of 
each other is what we should expect to be true. We shouldn’t expect to have to say things like, “I swear to God,” “I 
promise,” “On my dead mother’s grave.” We start making stuff up to try to emphasis truth, when the fact is that comes 
from a truth deficiency in our own lives. That’s why James says, “Don’t swear by this and don’t swear by that, but say 
‘yes,’ say ‘no,’ live a life that reflects it, don’t be a hypocrite, and people will believe you.” Those are powerful words 
from Jesus and James, our brother, who was also the brother of Jesus. 

For me, the big lesson I have to learn and be repeatedly reminded of is this; I can quickly fall into this 
hypocritical way of doing things, trying to make myself look better in the eyes of others at any cost. The answer to this is 
to live my life in a way that I only concern myself with pleasing and being obedient and faithful to the Lord Jesus. If I do 
this, I will be good to others. I think of David’s words in Psalm 51 where he commits adultery and murders multiple men. 
Then, in his prayer of confession and repentance, he says to the Lord, “Against you and you only have I sinned and done 
what was evil in your sight, that you might be proved righteous when you speak and justice would prevail because you 
are blameless when you judge.” So, my life needs to be lived in a way that I am faithful to the Lord and that will prevail 
in the way that I treat other people, and it will kill hypocrisy in my own life. Here’s the thing. If you try to live in a way 
that impresses other people or that makes you look more spiritual, it will drive you crazy. It will stress you out and it will 
make you crazy.  

So, we get to verse 4 and He sort of shifts gears but the two thoughts are connected. There are going to be 
maybe four main thoughts connected here and the next three sort of ride off of this idea of hypocrisy. Next, He shifts to 
talk about fear. Hypocrisy will be exposed and we will be seen for who we are. In fact, in Hebrews 4:13 the Bible says 
that nothing is hidden from God’s sight. The second thing that Jesus is teaching in this section, in verses 4-7, is that we 
ought to fear God more than we fear people. He says that the disciples shouldn’t fear those who could kill them but 
rather the One who could eternally judge them. This means we don’t have to be afraid of people, we don’t have to be 
afraid of rumors, we don’t have to be afraid of what people say about us or about the Church, and we don’t have to be 
afraid of what people say about the advance of the Gospel. We don’t have to be afraid of government, or terrorists, or 
anything that comes against us. Listen, Jesus promised that the gates of Hell wouldn’t come against the Church of Jesus 
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Christ. The Church of Jesus Christ is portrayed as a big battleship moving forward and nothing can stop it from 
advancing. The Church of Jesus Christ is portrayed as an army advancing and the enemy is locking themselves behind the 
gates of Hell because they can’t do anything to stop the advance of the Church. So, we need to trust that, we need to 
believe that, and we need to fear God more than we fear people. 

We know that out of the twelve main disciples—we toss Judas out because of his situation—of the eleven who 
are left we are fairly confident that ten of them were martyred. All eleven of them were persecuted. So, when Jesus is 
talking in verses four through the end of the passage, where He is talking about not fearing and not worrying about what 
you are going to say in front of judges and council, He was very specific. Listen, if you are visiting with us then this may 
be something new for you—it’s important when we are studying the Bible that we are maintaining an understanding of 
content and intent. In other words, who was He writing to, why was He saying it in this time, was this a lesson for me in 
2017 that first and foremost I am not to be a hypocrite? That works and that’s important but this was first and foremost 
a conversation and a dialogue He is having with His disciples. He is preparing them for persecution that is going to come. 
He will later say to them that people will bring swords against you, they will persecute you, they will throw you in prison. 
He tells them in John 15, just before He prays the high priestly prayer, “When I go away they are going to hate you for 
my namesake.” Jesus promises persecution. For us, let’s be honest—I think it’s okay to use the word ‘persecution’ to talk 
about what happens in our society; it’s just a different type of persecution. It’s certainly not the same thing that is going 
on in North Korea or places like that in the world but what people are going to do to us is that they are going to 
marginalize us, they are going to try to make us look hokey and old fashioned, they are going to try to make us seems 
like we are really backward in our thinking. The world is going to try to make those who follow Christ look foolish, 
because Paul tells the Corinthians, “The cross of Christ is foolishness and folly to those who reject it.” They don’t 
understand it. They don’t get it. 

So, what we have to ask ourselves is, if Jesus is saying “Don’t fear those who kill the body because they don’t 
have anything else they can do, but fear Him who has authority to cast into Hell,” how do we translate that into our own 
life? Well, I think there are different types of things we may face. Maybe we are afraid to stand up for our faith in Jesus. 
Think about it and do a self-evaluation. Are you bold for the Gospel or are you scared to stand up for your faith in Jesus? 
Maybe we are intimidated in the classroom or at work. Or maybe we are afraid of being made fun of by non-believing 
family members. Most of us have a fear of sharing our faith with strangers. All of this connects us to what Jesus is saying. 
We should never be afraid of what man thinks but should live our lives in a healthy and respectful fear and awe of God. 
He controls our eternity, so we don’t have to be afraid of what people say about us. Listen church, be faithful to Jesus, 
follow the Lord your God, and just expect that there are going to be times when people are going to say things about 
you. Those things may be true and they may not be true. But if you are accused for the sake of Christ then blessing is 
going to come. The Lord is going to give blessing. And here is what I’ve found to be true in my own life—when you are in 
a season of blessing, and God is doing things in your life, and He’s moving, and things are happening—maybe the church 
is growing, maybe your family is growing, maybe something good just happened, like you got a promotion at work or 
you got a new job opportunity—what’s going to happen is that when God is moving and things are happening, be ready 
because there is going to be an attack that comes to counter that. Oftentimes that attack is from the Enemy and 
oftentimes the Enemy is on God’s leash and God is using that to season and perfect our faith. 

Paul says it this way in his second letter to the Corinthians (which is actually his third letter we think)—he says, 
“So that I might remain humble in all of my faithfulness to the Lord, in all of my Christian pedigree—so that I might 
remain humble, God sent to me an agent of Satan to buffet me. I begged God to take it away and God didn’t.” He refers 
to this as his “thorn in the flesh.108” Many of you have read that passage and here’s what he is saying, “God is doing 
great things, and things are happening, and the ministry is advancing, and the Gospel is going out, and God is using me 
in an awesome way, and I’m seeing fruit in ministry, so to keep me humble God let people persecute me. God let Satan 
buffet me. God let me face conflict. God let me be beaten and thrown into jail. God let this happen and He let that 
happen, and oftentimes it happened from people who professed to be followers of Christ.” The lesson learned is that 
oftentimes persecution is going to come from the good guys. 

There is a book called The Quest. I read it years ago but had forgotten about it until a guy was talking to me 
about it this week. It’s kind of an allegory about the Christian life and there’s this scene where the Christian army is kind 
of going into this battle and they look across the battlefield where they think they are fighting Satan, and they think they 
are fighting demons, but charging back at them are professing Christians being herded and driven by demons. This is 
kind of a word picture and it can help us keep in context that oftentimes persecution is going to come from within the 
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Church. We should expect it from the world but we should also expect it from within the Church. If we are doing our job 
as a church then we are going to root it out, and address it, and we are not going to allow that to happen because we 
are going to be accountable to one another. But it’s going to happen. There’s going to be persecution that comes. 

So, He uses two word pictures to remind us of His care for us and to remind us that He controls eternity and we 
should fear the Lord. The first picture is of sparrows, the cheapest animals to buy, yet they are cared for and known by 
God. There is one hummingbird right outside my study window. When I sit, and study, or nap sometimes, there is this 
little hummingbird that comes up. They are fascinating creatures. I’m not a bird watcher but I like to watch that little 
guy. He is very hyperactive. His wings go so fast it’s crazy. I keep telling myself that I need to get one of those little 
feeders that you put that fruit juice stuff in that they like to drink. My grandma used to have one outside the kitchen 
window. I keep forgetting to buy it but I’m going to buy it one day. That little guy must think I’m going to put one in 
because he comes by to check on me once in a while. I think, “This little guy right here—God knows him. The Lord knows 
this little bird.” It’s fascinating. He’s using this simple, childlike little word picture that is actually very profound and very 
powerful, and He loves us even more than sparrows and He knows us in an intimate way that is even more intimate than 
we know ourselves. Nobody knows you better than you know yourself and Jesus knows you better than you know 
yourself. He even knows how many hairs you have on your head. 

The thing that I always want to remember about fear is that the fear of God will drive me to greater action than 
fear of man. That’s the lesson. If I fear the Lord properly that will motivate me and drive the action of my life more than 
a fear of man. Self-examination—are you motivated by a fear of people or by a fear of God? I’ve told this illustration to 
tens of thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, of students over the last five years. Kilby and I were on a trip and she 
was young. I was trying to explain to her the fear of the Lord and we were walking in a kind of sketchy part of town. It 
was late in the evening and it was dark. I asked her, “What would you do if someone came out from behind those 
dumpsters over there? What if it was three or four guys and they had ball bats and chains?” She said, “I’d get behind 
you.” So, I said, “Okay. Are you afraid of me?” and she said, “No, I’m not afraid of you.” “And you would get behind 
me?” and she said, “Yeah, I’d get behind you.” I asked, “Would you be scared of those guys?” and she said, “Yeah, I’d be 
scared of those guys.” I asked, “Would you be scared of their baseball bats?” and she said, “Yeah.” “So, you’d get behind 
me?” “Yeah.” “But you aren’t scared of me?” “No, I’m not scared of you.” So, then I said, “Let me paint another picture 
for you. I walk into the kitchen when you don’t know I’m home, and just as I walk into the kitchen you have yelled in 
defiance in your mother’s face and told her, ‘No! Leave me alone!’ Then, you and I make eye-contact. Are you afraid of 
me?” She said, “Oh, yeah!” She was probably twelve or thirteen. 

The lesson is that a healthy fear drives you toward that which you fear, for safety and security. An unhealthy 
fear drives you toward that which you fear out of insecurity. If I fear that Lord I’m going to run to the Lord. “The name of 
the Lord is a strong tower. The righteous man runs into it and is safe.109” There is safety and security in my relationship 
with God, so I need to fear the Lord. And I don’t need to dumb down this idea of fearing God. It means that we stand in 
awe of God. It also means that we should fear the one who has the power over eternity and who can condemn us to 
Hell. We should fear Him. Fear is a motivating factor in salvation. Many of us, when we came to faith in Jesus we came 
to faith because we realized that we were sinners in the hands of an angry God and we were bent for Hell and in need of 
rescue. And we received what Christ had for us. 

So, we get to verse 8 and He finishes it out by talking about what this healthy fear will do for us. In the last five 
minutes I just want to unpack a couple of ideas from these last four or five verses. A proper and healthy fear of the Lord 
will lead us to confess Christ openly and unashamedly. There are two warnings that Jesus gives us concerning our 
confession of Him. He says that if we confess Jesus in our lives then He will confess us before the Father in judgment and 
eternity. If we live lives of confession of Jesus, where we are bold for the Gospel and we profess our faith in Jesus, and 
we are unashamed, then He’s going to profess and confess us before the angels and before our Heavenly Father. In 
Heaven, Jesus is our advocate. He intercedes before the throne of God on our behalf. He advocates for us. So, we in turn 
boldly profess and proclaim Jesus.  

Number two, if we deny Jesus, He will likewise deny us before the Father. To deny Jesus is to be denied by Jesus. 
This connects two ideas. If you are truly saved and Christ dwells in you, there will come a boldness that comes from the 
Holy Spirit of God in you and you won’t deny Jesus. You might be afraid and there will be fear. How many of us have had 
moments where we are afraid to confess Christ, afraid to speak boldly for the Gospel, but the second you open your 
mouth and the words start coming then boldness comes with it? Oftentimes, Christ will bring the boldness on the heels 
of the obedience rather than allow the boldness to lead the obedience. Does that make sense? Oftentimes, it takes me 
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acting in obedience and then the boldness will be there. But I have to act in obedience. This seems to be connected 
throughout Scripture—the idea that true faith leads to true confession. 

Lastly, in verse 10, He says, 
 

“And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but the one who 
blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.” 
 
I’ve heard people really get concerned about this passage. They’re like, “Oh, no this is the unpardonable sin. 

What if I committed it?” and I’ve seen people completely freak out. People need whole prescriptions filled just so they 
can deal with this verse. “I’ve got anxiety over this. Oh, no!” Next week we will get into the passage where Jesus says, 
“Don’t be anxious,” but if you’re concerned that you may have blasphemed the Holy Spirit, you have not blasphemed 
the Holy Spirit. That’s the whole point. Matthew and Mark connect this story to the story we looked at two or three 
weeks ago, in Luke 11:14, where Jesus casts a demon out and the Pharisees say, “He’s Beelzebul. He does it by 
Beelzebul,” that pagan god of demonic influence. They are taking a work of the Holy Spirit and they are attributing to the 
Holy Spirit the works of Satan. Jesus is addressing something specific here. This is not ambiguous. This is not so we will 
panic and go, “Oh, no! Did I blaspheme the Holy Spirit? There was that time in tenth grade. Was I saved yet? I don’t 
know. I got baptized when I was twelve but I don’t know if I really was saved until I was twenty when I started reading 
my Bible…..” You just spin yourself completely out of control. Calm down. Because, “If you confess with your mouth that 
Jesus is Lord and you believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,110” you are not going to blaspheme the 
Holy Spirit. This is a very specific teaching. 

So, for some of you tonight, maybe you need to relax and then make sure you come back next week when we 
talk about anxiety. It’s going to be good for you. You need to drink a little less coffee, run up a hill somewhere, sweat, 
exercise, move, get the blood flowing, spend time in the Word of God, and let the Lord move you out of this lethargic 
Christian walk of worry and anxiety. It’s okay. Love Jesus. Love Jesus and love people. Don’t be a hypocrite. 

 
“And when they bring you before the synagogues and the rulers and the authorities, do not be 

anxious about how you should defend yourself or what you should say, 12 for the Holy Spirit will teach you 
in that very hour what you ought to say.” 
 
The Holy Spirit is with you and is going to be with you. When you face people who want to persecute you, the 

Holy Spirit will speak through you. Trust God to do that. 
Then, He condenses it all. If we were going to sum it up here is what we would say. Don’t be a hypocrite. Fear 

God. Trust the Lord. Confess Jesus. Don’t be a hypocrite, fear God, trust the Lord, and confess Jesus. We see this play out 
in our lives every day and there is going to be a confidence and a boldness that comes with it. 

We will close with words from Peter, where we see this text fulfilled in Acts 4. Jesus has sort of prophetically 
spoken that this will happen and Peter is brought before the counsel. Acts 4:5, 

 
“On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6 with Annas 

the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And 
when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been 
healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified….” 
 
That’s boldness. 
 

“…whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11 This Jesus is 
the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12 And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved. 
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13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, 
common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.” 
 
May that be said of our lives. May we be bold but humble, and proclaim Christ as we go, living out the faith that 

we profess. 
Let’s pray. 
Lord, I pray that tonight we would be like the disciples after they saw the risen Lord. Their lives were so radically 

and clearly changed, God, and they went from being those who were not even bold enough to be by our Lord’s side on 
the night He was accused wrongly and crucified, to those who would be willing to stand in that same square, in that 
same forum, in that same city, and proclaim against those who had crucified Jesus’ judgment, with an opportunity to 
repent and turn in faith and repentance to salvation in Jesus. I pray we would have that boldness. I pray we wouldn’t live 
hypocritically. I pray that we would be confident in who we are in Christ and not deviate from the calling that you have 
given us. I pray that we wouldn’t allow the opinions, and murmurings, and slanderous words of others to keep us from 
proclaiming Jesus as truth. May we be faithful to your text. And God, I pray if there is someone here tonight who doesn’t 
know you that they would heed the words of Peter’s sermon in Acts 4, that all who call on the name of the Lord will be 
saved, and there is no other name given among men that brings that salvation. Everybody is a hypocrite, in the world 
and in the Church, but in Christ we have truth, and clarity, and the opportunity for obedience, so help us to live it out. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.



July 30, 2017 
Luke 12: 13-34 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn if you will to Luke 12 and we will begin reading in verse 13. We will read through twenty-one verses and 

work through it. Tonight, we are going to be talking about money and anxiety. You’re welcome. Some days you come to 
church and you want to be uplifted and encouraged and other days you come to church because you need a good 
whooping, and this might be one of those. I apologize in advance, not for the Bible but just because it seems like the nice 
thing to do to say I’m sorry. So, hang on and we will see where it goes. It’s been a very convicting text to study and I trust 
that, at least those of you who are part of Red Oak’s membership, you’ve read through this and you have your seat belt 
on. 

Okay, here we go. Luke 12:13. This is God’s Word. 
 
“Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.’ 

14 But he said to him, ‘Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15 And he said to them, ‘Take 
care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
his possessions.’ 16 And he told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17 
and he thought to himself, “What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?” 18 And he said, “I will 
do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19 And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.’“ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward 
God. 

And he said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will 
eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 23 For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. 24 Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and 
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, 
why are you anxious about the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I 
tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass, 
which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe 
you, O you of little faith! 29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be 
worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 
them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

32 ‘Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For 
where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.’” 
 
Father, I pray you would help us to understand your Word by your Spirit as we exalt your Son. Help us to 

understand how you would want us to respond and to be obedient and submissive, and I pray that we would respond to 
you as our Father, as our Lord, as our God, and that we would understand that you do maintain control and authority 
over our lives. So, we want to submit to you and your Word. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

 
So, let’s dive in. Some of you, when you start reading about money it doesn’t worry you too badly because you 

don’t have any money. So, you think this is not going to be very convicting and it’s not going to bother you. But, every 
one of us has some anxiety or fear that we have to deal with. I did a quick study of the top one hundred phobias in a list 
and I wanted to share some of those with you. It’s pretty interesting and pretty comical. The first five phobias on the 
list—anybody want to take a stab at what the number one phobia is? Yeah, spiders, arachnophobia, is the first one. It’s a 
4:1 ratio of the number of women who are afraid of spiders to the number of men. Now, that’s embarrassing if you’re a 
man. In my house, if you are a dude you can’t be scared of spiders because we kill them so the girls don’t have to be 
scared of spiders. Right? Number two—anybody want to take a stab at it? Right, snakes—ophidiophobia is the fear of 
snakes. Phobics avoid certain cities because they have more snakes. Number three is acrophobia, the fear of heights. 



Anybody scared of heights? Some of you are. Good, I want to make sure that people are getting their fears dealt with 
tonight. Agoraphobia is the fear of open or crowded spaces. People with this tend to not leave the house. They don’t 
want to leave home or go anywhere. Cynophobia is the fear of dogs and includes everything from small poodles to large 
Great Danes. Astraphobia is the fear of thunder and lightning. Claustrophobia is seventh. I thought that one would be 
higher, but right after that one is mysophobia, which is the excessive fear of germs. That would be really bad to live with 
if you worked here. This week, we had a devastating plague that went through so everybody is eating Airborne and 
everything is getting wiped down with bleach. Aerophobia is the fear of flying and that’s a big one. The twelfth one is 
thanatophobia, which is the fear of death. Glossophobia is the fear of public speaking. I actually have that, believe it or 
not. Freshman speech class in college was the most terrifying experience of my life. God gave me victory and that’s 
proof that God can give you victory over your phobias. Fifteen is the fear of failure; a lot of us have that one. Seventeen 
is the fear of chickens. A couple of notables in the top one hundred are number twenty, the fear of needles, and another 
one is the fear of blood. If you see blood you check out. Some of you have that. And my favorite, which I’m disappointed 
didn’t get on the list until number forty-four, is the fear of clowns. I really felt like clowns got robbed and they should 
have been much higher. So, those are fears we see when we think of phobias. Whatever your fear is, I think that when 
we read this text tonight what we are going to see is that Christ has an answer for the thing that makes you most 
uncomfortable, the thing that makes you most nervous, the thing that makes you most unsettled. 

So, Luke starts off the text giving the scenario where someone in the crowd asked Jesus, “Tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me.” Remember, last week we saw Jesus in the middle of this big crowd where people were 
pressing in on Him and He started talking to His disciples and giving them some instruction. Then the crowd kind of piled 
in on top of Him. Then, someone comes up to Him and says, “I need you to divide this inheritance.” Now, here is what 
will happen. Jesus will often give instruction, then an illustration, then application, and a challenge. So, He will give 
instruction, an illustration, an application, and then a challenge—or a challenge then application. So, when we are 
reading the Scripture a lot of times Jesus will use parables and we will see narrative take place and there is a story that’s 
happening, and He will example or illustrate the issue that He’s addressing. And that’s what the situation is here. The 
situation is that someone has died and the children are fighting over the inheritance. 

People lose their minds over this kind of stuff. I was talking to a guy this past week—it’s interesting that a lot of 
times when we are in a specific text and I’m studying and preparing the message, the Lord will line up conversations I 
will have that will match up with the text. I was talking to a guy who said that the patriarch of the family, the 
grandfather, had died and all the siblings had gathered. It was a bigger family of five or six kids and then all of their kids 
and the grandkids, had gathered around, and people were taking masking tape and labeling what they wanted. There 
was some tension there and maybe you’ve lived through that or been in a situation like that. 

So, this guy comes up and tells Jesus there is this inheritance conflict and asks Jesus if He will be a sort of 
arbitrator and the one who determines who gets what. So, what Jesus does is He is going to use this opportunity to 
teach a lesson on materialism and greed, and He is specifically going to talk about covetousness. So, what He does in 
verse 15 is He says to them, 

 
“Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness…” 

 
Now, what He does is He uses what we would call an emphatic imperative. He uses an emphatic imperative. So, 

when He says, “Take care,” this is a strong warning from Jesus. This is Jesus saying, “Listen, I really want you to pay 
attention to this. You’ve got to guard against this. This is the strongest warning.” When Jesus uses this type of 
imperative and He is putting an emphasis on the action, we need to listen and we need to pay attention. And we need to 
pay attention as hearers now, even though He is speaking to this specific group of hearers in the first century. This is an 
emphatic imperative saying we need to take care and be on our guard against covetousness. 

What is covetousness? You guys probably have an idea of what covetousness is. Covetousness is the idea of 
wanting something someone else has or something you can’t have. It’s not just that you want it—there’s a fine line 
there. It’s okay to want something or to have a desire for something and work to get it. There are principles that go into 
desiring material things. But it’s the idea of becoming obsessed with it or letting that thing rob me of my joy until I can 
get it and get my hands on it. 

So, Jesus is warning us against covetousness and He says, 
 

“For one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 
 



One of the rawest elements of the human nature is wanting things you don’t have. Think of a small child who 
has a small toy. He’s perfectly content with that toy until another kid walks into the room and picks up a toy that was 
previously disregarded. Now that child wants what the other child has. It’s a pretty base human instinct to want things 
that other people have. So, Jesus is telling us that we are going to have to guard against that. 

Thomas Watson, who was a Puritan, defines covetousness this way, 
 
“It’s an insatiable desire of getting what the world offers.” 
 
It’s not always materialism. It could be status, it could be a certain reputation, it could be anything, but it’s an 

insatiable desire that’s a craving. “I want to have this thing. I want to have this status. I want to have this situation. I 
want to have this relationship.” It tends to control us, so what Jesus does is He uses an illustration to show how 
destructive that control can be. He tells a story about this man, and starting in verse 16 this man has a lot of money and 
he has a bunch of land that produces really well. He fills his barns up and he needs to build more barns. The principle 
here is not that the man was accruing too much stuff. The principle is that this guy was obsessed with the financial 
security that the stuff would provide. So, he wanted more, and more was never enough, so he was always wanting 
more, and more, and more. That’s the principle. It’s not saying that we shouldn’t put back, or save up, or put away, we 
see biblical principles that teach us those things. In fact, in Proverbs, the Scripture will tell us that we should invest in our 
children’s children financially, if we are able to do that. 

Here’s what happens in the Church. People tend to run to extremes so there is this one really prevalent and 
prominent teaching today called the “prosperity gospel.” Proponents of the prosperity gospel teach that if you are really 
faithful to Jesus and you ask Him for stuff He will give you stuff. They say that if you trust and believe, and you ask Him 
believing that He’s going to give you a really big house or a lot of money, or a new car, or whatever, then He is going to 
give you those things. Well, the prosperity gospel tends to sell most among more impoverished or less fortunate people. 
People who have money know what it took to get money and they know that Jesus didn’t send a fairy down to sprinkle 
dust on their business and all of a sudden they were successful. They worked hard, they followed biblical principles, God 
blessed, and gave them His favor, but it was hard work. So, the prosperity gospel tends to appeal to people who are 
wanting sort of this pie-in-the-sky handout from God. What we tend to do is we tend to gravitate more toward a poverty 
gospel. We say, “I’m a Christian. I shouldn’t have anything. I should do without. I should go without. I should be 
impoverished.” There’s some piety to that, that’s it’s very religious or spiritual if I don’t have things, but the Bible 
doesn’t teach either of those extremes. The Bible lays out for us good business principles, good savings principles, so 
that’s not the point of this story. The point of the parable that Jesus is telling is that this man is obsessed with what the 
world can provide for him. His joy hangs on that. His purpose hangs on that. His future hangs on that. It’s everything to 
him. So, he just keeps accruing, and accruing, and accruing, and it would appear that he’s not giving away, he is only 
taking in. So, that’s the situation he’s in. 

But, what happens in the moment of his material comfort, in verse 20, is that God says to him, “You’re a fool. 
You’re a fool, because tonight your soul is going to be required of you. The foolishness is that he was focused one 
hundred percent on earthly things. So, to this point, as I’ve stammered my way through this, this is the big principle. This 
man was focused one hundred percent on earthly things. That’s it. He wasn’t looking heavenly or heavenward. He 
wasn’t thinking of those things that had eternal significance. He wasn’t thinking first and foremost about people and 
relationships. He was thinking about material comfort and wealth and that’s where all of his energy went. That’s where 
all of his time went. That’s where all of his focus went. He was obsessed, he was consumed, he was driven, he was 
completely zeroed in and had tunnel vision. And God says, “You’re a fool. You didn’t know it but you aren’t going to get 
to live to enjoy these things. You should have been investing in things that have eternal value and eternal significance. 
You should have been investing in things that would matter a hundred years from now and a thousand years from now. 

Here’s the thing about biblical principle. Biblical principle always applies to all people, everywhere, in every 
culture, and every time. So, when Jesus is giving principle about materialism, it applies to rich people in America in the 
twenty-first century, and it applies to poor people in Palestine in the first century, and it applies to everybody and every 
culture in between. So, this is a principled idea where this man is focused on the here and now, and what this life can 
provide, and what he can get for today and tomorrow, and what he can be comfortable with in this season of his life. 
And Jesus is saying, “You are a fool if you are obsess and are consumed in your life, and your thoughts, and your energy, 
and your emotion, over the things that are not going to last beyond what your life lasts.” That’s the reason Jesus calls 
him a fool. 

Now, in verse 21, He says, 



 
“So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

 
He lays down this personal challenge. Remember, Jesus is talking to this man in this debate over this inheritance. 

He says, “You are going to end up like this man if you obsess over material things.” The lesson for us is really clear. We 
need to be careful how we spend our money, how we save our money, what we do with our money, and how we focus 
on material things. Some of you are going to make a lot of money in your lives and some of you are not going to make a 
lot of money, but it’s interesting that it doesn’t matter how much you make or how little you make—you can obsess 
over money. You can obsess over material things. You can obsess over possessions. You can lose the battle with coveting 
or covetousness. So, Jesus is warning us against that. 

So, the question then is what do I do in my life and how do I deal with this? Just like so many answers in the 
Christian life, the answer is so simple but seems too simple. It’s just this—I have to fix my eyes on Jesus. If I fix my eyes 
on Jesus every day of my life, then I am going to find joy and purpose. This is what everybody needs—joy and purpose. 
So, I will have joy, I will have purpose, then I can focus on Christ, and He is going to direct my path. The Scripture says 
that He will literally make my path straight when I trust in Him, and I’ll follow Him, and He will give me direction for my 
life. He will tell me how to spend my money, and what job to take, and when it’s time to transfer, and what to pursue in 
terms of education, and what career path to take. Jesus will give me direction for that. And when I fix my eyes on Jesus, 
and I spend time in His Word, and I spend time listening to what He has to say to me in His Word, and I spend time 
worshipping Him in obedience to Him, then what is going to happen is that I’m going to have a diminished view of 
worldly things and an enlarged view of Christ—and that’s an accurate view. But if I don’t focus on Jesus then I’m going to 
have an enlarged view of worldly things and relationships. It could be material things, it could be sex, it could be drugs, it 
could be anything. For a lot of you, this is your story. You spent so much of your life obsessed with what the world would 
give you. But when I obsess over the things the world give me there will be a point in my life, and it may be when I’m an 
old man or an old woman on my death bed, I will realize, “What in the world was I thinking? What was I doing?” and in 
that moment I will have an enlarged view of Christ and eternity and a diminished view of that which I spent my life 
pursuing. At some point in my life I am going to have an appropriate view of eternity and a diminished and appropriate 
view of what this world provides me. But, if I’m not careful that will come too little too late, which is what happened to 
this man. But I can fix my eyes on Jesus now and I can focus my energy and my pursuits, find joy, find fulfillment, find 
satisfaction, in the godliness that comes with contentment, and I’ll be content. 

One of the things I need to do is be a hard worker. I need to work hard. Paul tells the Thessalonians, “You should 
put your hands to the plow. You should work hard. You should make it your ambition to work with your hands and then, 
having worked hard, be content with what you have.” 

Some of you are going to have a lot of money. Some of you are going to have a little money. The main thing is 
that we don’t focus on what is earthly and neglect what is eternal. This is a major biblical principle of the Christian life. 
Fix your eyes on Jesus—He’s the author and perfecter of your faith. Fix your eyes on things that are eternal. Some 
preachers will say to fix your eyes on things that will matter a hundred years from now. Others will say to do things that 
will matter a hundred years from now or fifty years from now, even. But the reality is that when we do this it has an 
impact today. It is not just that I’m sowing into an eternal idea. It’s not like if I do this then eternity will be good but it’s 
going to really stink right now. That’s what we tend to think. We tend to think, “If I invest in eternal things, that’s good 
for me one day in eternity but right now life is going to be really bad.” Listen, if I get this principle, and if I fix my eyes on 
Jesus—Jesus will teach me in other texts, in fact the next text we are going to read, that joy will be a reality for me now, 
purpose will be a reality for me now, satisfaction in Christ will come to me now. It’s now like I have to wait for those 
things. By focusing on that which is eternal, I get the already gifts of eternity that Christ has promised to the believer. 
That’s a very important thing, for me as a believer, to understand. It’s not that I’m trading, “I have to be miserable. I 
can’t enjoy life.” The most fulfilling life you are ever going to have is a life spent pursuing Christ. That life is not only 
fulfilling in the eternal existence of that life; it’s fulfilling now. Amen? Those of you who are walking with Jesus know this 
principle to be true. Jesus satisfies you. He satisfies your longings. He satisfies your desires. He takes what’s broken and 
wounded in you and He heals you, and He brings healing, and He brings wholeness. He promises us eternity but He gives 
us so much now in this life. Theologians will call this the “already/not yet” principle of the Christian life. There is so much 
that we already get and there is so much that is not yet a reality that awaits us in Heaven, but for the person who 
focuses only on what this world and this money can provide, and this materialistic age can provide, that is an already 
thing that that is gone tomorrow. We know it to be true because when you covet after something, and you work hard to 
get it, and you do whatever it takes to get it, a lot of times we are not satisfied with it. “That house was nice but I’d like 



to have another one.” “That gadget, that widget, that thing that I wanted so badly, if I could just have some more of that 
I would, maybe, be happy then.” “If I could get a lot of money then, maybe, I’d be happy.” Then, I get a lot of money and 
then I want a lot more money. I’m worried that I won’t have enough in the end. What if I get cancer? That was one of 
the phobias on the list. Then, all of a sudden it doesn’t really matter. We can freak ourselves out. 

Jesus uses this teaching to set up something that is probably as equally convicting in the life of a believer, and 
that’s anxiety and fear, which oftentimes stems from concern over money. In fact, I was reading one time about the top 
causes of split-ups in marriages. The first one is infidelity, the second one is the loss of a child, when parents don’t know 
how to work through that, and the third one is money. It’s a bad day when you can’t love your wife because of money 
problems and concerns. We don’t teach topically here, which means that we don’t teach a topic and say something like, 
“This week we are going to talk about money, and tithing, and get people to give.” We don’t do that, but when you 
come to something like this in Scripture it is really convicting to know that Jesus addresses these things because He 
understands the condition of the human heart. So, we have to understand where money fits in and where materialism 
fits in. We want to build a home, and raise a family, and we want to buy things that are the nicest things we can afford, 
but we want to be careful that we don’t become materialistic and overwhelmed with a covetous desire for things that 
we don’t have that others have. We want to be happy when others get things. 

We were talking in the pastors’ meeting before the session tonight. I was reading in the news today that a really 
well-known singer from a band called “Linkin Park”—they were really big ten, twelve, fifteen years ago, I don’t know—
committed suicide this past week. Some of you probably read that. How in the world? He was forty-one years old and a 
multi-multi-multi-millionaire. I don’t want to stand in judgment over that guy. I don’t dare do that, but isn’t it sad and 
isn’t it interesting, that when you talk of finances and notoriety there are no more rungs on the ladder that he could 
have climbed. If this world provides for you the ceiling of happiness that you are trying to get to, there is a point where 
that ladder runs out of rungs, and what too many people find when they get there is that it is really not what they 
thought it was going to be. Because it doesn’t satisfy what Thomas Watson calls that insatiable desire. It’s a craving that 
nothing in this world will provide for us because what we need is that which the eternal in us longs for, and the temporal 
of this world cannot satisfy it. So, it takes something eternally fulfilling to satisfy the eternal longing in my heart and my 
soul. People spend their whole lives thinking, “If I could get this or if I could get that,” and then it doesn’t bring them joy. 
And Jesus said, “Do you know what you are when you do that? You’re a fool.” You’re a fool. Don’t be a fool. Don’t obsess 
over things that will be here today and gone tomorrow. Don’t obsess. Work hard, put money back, invest well, provide 
for your kids, and even your great-grandkids if you can, but make sure that in providing for them that money, and things, 
and materials don’t become the big thing. As an aside, teach your kids to work. Don’t give your sixteen-year-old a forty-
thousand-dollar vehicle. That one was free. Okay. 

In verse 22, He shifts gears. Here is what this idea seems to be. Jesus gives this big teaching, and He has His 
disciples there with Him in this big crowd. So, He starts speaking to His disciples and look at the first thing He says to 
them in verse 22. 

 
“Therefore…..” 

 
“Therefore.” He’s saying, “Based on what I just told you about this guy that built all these barns and had all this 

stuff and then died…” 
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life…” 
 
Okay, Bible fact. Just in the first five books of the Bible called the Torah, the Law, the Books of the Law—in the 

first five books of the Bible there are over 600 commands given to us. The Bible is full of commands. This is where a lot 
of people get hung up and they think, “I’ve got to follow all the rules. I’ve got to do what the Bible says. I’ve got to obey, 
obey, obey. If I mess up, God’s going to be bad. If I mess up, I’m going to lose my salvation….” There are lots of 
commands in Scripture and lots of imperatives in Scripture. Do you know what the number one command in Scripture 
is? Fear not. Fear not. The Scripture gives that command more times than any other. Did you hear that? More than any 
other command in Scripture, the Bible will say, “Fear not.” It’s like a perennial, perpetual reminder. All through history, 
God is saying to people, “Don’t be anxious.” 

Listen, if you aren’t a Christian should you be anxious? Yeah. Absolutely. Because it’s all you and whatever you 
can make of it. If you don’t have Jesus you should be really freaked out because you are doing it on your own. You are a 
slave to sin, and you’re a slave to this world, and you’re a slave to what it can provide for you. But, if you’re a child of 



God you literally don’t have to be afraid of anything. Fear not, fear not, fear not—Jesus will often say this. He will say, 
“Don’t be afraid.” He’ll say things like, “Cast all of your cares on me. I care for you. I’ll take care of you. I love you.” So, 
He says, 

 
“Do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put on. 

23 For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.” 
 
He’s making it real clear, “Okay, I know that you guys are going to worry. I know you are going to freak out.” 

People do. People get anxious about food, and clothing, and …. Think about it. People are looking for something to freak 
out over. “What if I get cancer…what if I don’t get married…what if I stay single…what if we can’t get pregnant…now that 
we’re pregnant, what if our baby dies…what if I don’t get cancer but I do get another disease that kills me, maybe cancer 
would have been better…what if my car blows up before I get it paid off…what if my house burns down…what if, what if, 
what if…?” That’s the world we live in and you guys know what I’m talking about. There is an overwhelming tone of 
negativity a lot of times that just sort of hangs over Americans. Agreed? If you ask somebody how they are doing, you 
are like, “Man, I should not have asked him how he was doing. That was the wrong thing,” because he’s telling you, and 
ten minutes later he is still telling you, and it’s not happy, and he’s grumpy, and he’s freaked out over things that you 
don’t even really care about. But we all freak out over something. “What if my kids rebel against Jesus…what if my kid 
dies…what if I raise a child who then turns from the Lord and walks away?” We have things that are going to naturally 
provoke anxiety in our lives and what Jesus is going to do is give us this principle that anxiety and worry do not make 
anything better. 

I wrote down a definition of what fear is. Fear is defined as ‘our response to danger either real or perceived.’ 
Fear is our response to danger that is either real or perceived. So, sometimes something doesn’t even have to be real to 
be scary, right? It doesn’t have to be real to be scary but we can still freak out over it. Again, we can use small children to 
sort of understand this principle. They are in their room and they are scared to death of something that is not there. We 
are trying to reason with them, “You don’t need to be scared. There’s no monster in your closet. There’s no monster 
under your bed. It’s okay.” But there is something that they perceive to be real so they are afraid of it. They are scared 
to death over it. 

Listen to this—over forty million adults in the US alone are on anti-depressants. That is one in less than five. That 
isn’t even counting teens and children who are prescribed anti-depressants. These drugs are the number one 
prescription drug in America. #1 prescription drug. Do you know how many fat people live in America who have to take 
blood pressure medicine, who need heart medicine, and those aren’t number one? Anti-depressants. People often 
describe having issues with breathing, sleeping, staying focused. Many physical ailments are the direct result of stress 
and anxiety. I get it. I get it. I’ve found myself in the ER more than once and I knew I was dying. “I’m going to die today! 
It’s happening right now!” But the doctor is like, “Nope, everything looks good. Your heart looks good. Your brain looks 
okay. Your lungs look good.” They scan this, scan that, probe that, and they say, “You’re good. Nothing’s wrong with 
you. You are perfectly healthy.” “Then why am I freaking out?” “Anxiety.” “But I don’t have anxiety. I’m a pastor. I’m a 
preacher. I don’t have anxiety. I have a good family. Things are good.” “Nope, sorry dude, you have anxiety.” 

One thing that can trigger anxiety is an overworked adrenal gland. Did you know that? Pituitary function 
controls so much of the chemical balance in our lives. This is why it is fascinating that oftentimes professional athletes 
and elite military operators will be tapped out of adrenaline by their late thirties from constant highs. Also, people who 
are naturally very driven in life, like people who start businesses and people who are visionaries—if you have friends 
who seem like they are always super chill, like, “Does he get excited about anything?” “If his house was on fire would he 
run out or just walk?”—For some of us our naturally tendency is to run way up here with the tachometer whirring, and 
we need to shift gears, hit the brake, or do something. Other people don’t tend to have as much trouble with this. But 
we live in a society that perpetuates and creates anxiousness and anxiety—and the reality is that it’s a lack of trust in 
Jesus. We can psychoanalyze it all we want to. You can see as many specialists as you want to and you can talk to 
doctors but it’s just like with materialism and just like with money. Do we throw money out and say we don’t need it? 
Do we not invest? Do we not prepare for the future? No, we need to be careful that we understand the balances. Is 
psychology a thing? Yeah. Is the mind real? Yeah. Is psychiatry a thing? Yeah. But can Jesus deal with what is wrong in 
your life? Can we get to a place where we trust Christ and we cast our cares and anxieties on Him? Because that’s what 
He’s telling us. He’s like, “Man, don’t freak out.” 

And He talks about food, which is interesting, because in that culture they typically were only getting their food 
for the day. We buy groceries for the week and we freak out over it. Have you ever been to the cereal aisle or the potato 



chip aisle? You will have a coronary trying to decide which chips or which cereal to buy. There are a thousand brands of 
everything. I decided to try some new coffee one day. That was a bad move, man. There are nine-hundred different 
brands of coffee. I don’t know what I’m smelling. I use Folgers, you know—big tubs of it. We freak out. We live in a world 
where choices overwhelm you every day. People drive down the road and try to decide which gas station they will save 
the most at. You will save one penny per gallon to put in your Prius that holds nine. Sometimes we are freaking out over 
things we don’t need to freak out over. Jesus was talking to people in a culture where today’s food was a big deal. “Will I 
have food today? Can I provide for my family? Can I feed them what they need just for today?” And Jesus says that life is 
more than food and the body more than clothing. 

Then, He says, 
 

“Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 
God feeds them.” 
 
You know what ravens are—they’re crows. They are dirty, nasty, gross birds. Last week we looked at sparrows. 

They’re nice. They seem like doves, or robins, or little colorful birds. There is a whole hobby dedicated to just watching 
birds. Nobody watches crows. “What are you doing?” “I’m bird watching?” “Oh, yeah? See any crows today?” “No, those 
are nasty birds.” Last year I was hunting. I saw a gut pile where a guy had killed a deer, gutted it, left the guts, and 
dragged his deer out of the woods. I walked back through the next day when it was snowing. I walked up on the gut pile 
and there were about fifteen crows eating this deer’s day old guts. I shooed them off, and they left, and I walked 
through, and when I came back through at dark there were no guts left. The crows had eaten well. Crows are dirty, nasty 
birds, and Jesus is saying that God takes care of the crows. He takes care of buzzards. He takes care of scavengers. He 
takes care of rodents. He takes care of the animals that create phobias. Some of you didn’t get that. It was like a 
grenade; I pulled the pin and it will blow out about the time you get home tonight. If God takes care of those things, do 
you think He will take care of you? Do you know what crows don’t do? They don’t sit down and have a family meeting. 
“Nevermore!” All the literary students are like, “We made it into the sermon.” Edgar Allen Poe was twisted. 

So, Jesus is using a word picture. Crows aren’t farmers so they don’t sit around and have a meeting and plan out 
their meals for the week, plan out how they are going to spend their money, and set a budget to live on. They don’t do 
that and God takes care of them. He’s making a point and the point is this—Of how much more value are you than the 
birds? One of the things the Bible will teach is that humans have more value than animals. Some people don’t like that 
but we do. We are made in God’s image. He says, 

 
“Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25 And which of you by being anxious can add a 

single hour to his span of life? 26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you 
anxious about the rest?” 
 
In another passage, He says that you can’t make yourself taller and He draws the picture of fretting and 

worrying about things that are out of your control. It’s like worrying about how tall you are and wishing you were taller. 
It’s an exercise in futility. True or false?—Worrying always makes things better. False. Never. Not once in your 
experience or my experience have you ever worried about something and it got better because of your worry. It doesn’t 
happen. In any case, it induces physical stress. Oftentimes, psychological anxiety will create literal, physical symptoms—
stomach ulcers, high blood pressure, pituitary function, and your heart can be affected by it. Worrying in your brain and 
in your mind, the psychology of worry is directly linked, and Jesus is telling us here, to physical effects. It’s wasted 
energy. Why bother? Why worry? 

Do you know what people often worry about? What other people think about them. You don’t have to worry 
about that. Listen, you don’t have to worry about somebody talking ugly about you behind your back. You don’t have to 
worry about what somebody says about you on Facebook. As Christians, don’t get sucked into that world. Live above 
that as sons and daughters of the Most High God. Don’t worry about things you can’t control. Let it go, man. Let it go. 

Now, He’s going to use another earthly, physical example. 
 

“Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not arrayed like one of these.” 
 



One commentator said to picture Jesus standing in a field of flowers as He is teaching this. Look how beautiful 
this is. These things don’t even last a whole year. They come and they are gone. Isaiah says, “The grass withers and the 
flower fades—it’s the Word of God that stands forever.” Consider the beauty of the lilies. God spins them and clothes 
the grass with these flowers. Think about wildflowers in the spring and early summer. You are driving up the four-lane 
and, I wonder, “If they have planted them in the median are they still wildflowers?” I don’t know. It’s something to think 
about. But they are really pretty. Flowers are literally the handiwork of God’s creation reflecting the beauty of the 
Creator. God did that, and the greatest king that the world had known at this time could not create or replicate that kind 
of splendor. He couldn’t do it. Let’s be honest; think of the most amazing physical structures you’ve seen—cathedrals, 
castles, and museums do not compare to an incredible fall day when the colors are exploding on the Snowbird 
Mountains right here. It doesn’t compare. Man can’t create or replicate what God does. 

 
“But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven,…” 
 
Here He goes. He’s going to say the same thing again. 
 

“…how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith!” 
 
He’s saying, “God is going to feed you and He’s going to clothe you.” Think about it. If everything was taken 

away from you but you still had food and clothing would you be alright? Yeah, you’d be fine. If you got to keep 
everything you have but you couldn’t have any more food or clothing, you would die. You’d die. He’s saying that God is 
going to take care of what you need. He knows what you need before you know you need it. He knows how He made 
you. He formed you fearfully in the womb. He wove you together. He wove your personality into who you are. He gave 
you physical features, He gave you emotional features, He gave you specific giftings, and He gave you a personality. He 
knows what you need and He’s going to take care of you because He cares about you. Your heavenly Father loves you. 
He thinks you are a big deal. 

 
“And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the 

nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek 
his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.” 
 
Focus on the kingdom of God, both the eternal kingdom and the kingdom that is now. Remember, Jesus is 

preaching that He’s building a kingdom. Focus on Gospel work, focus on loving people, focus on investing in 
relationships. First and foremost care about people. Help build the kingdom. God has called us into this work of kingdom 
building. 

So, we come to the conclusion in verse 32, and He says, again, 
 

“Fear not, little flock.” 
 
He uses this picture and calls us a little flock. It’s like, “You are going out among the wolves; don’t be afraid little 

flock.” He calls us sheep. We are like, “Jesus, that’s why I’m afraid. I’m a sheep at the zoo in the lion cage and you are 
saying to stay calm. I’m not going to stay calm. I’m going to freak out because that’s what sheep do when there are 
meat-eating, carnivorous predators around.” This is the picture He’s painting. “Fear not, little flock.” It’s not, “Fear not, 
wolverines” or “Fear not, bald eagles, you will soar.” There are other places where He compares us to a lion. “The 
righteous are bold as a lion.” Yes, okay! But now it’s, “Fear not, little flock.” He calls us little lambs. I don’t want to be a 
lamb. Can I be a lion? A horse? Something else that’s powerful? Nope, you are just a little lamb. 

At our house, we have chickens—because we don’t have that one phobia, you know? We have chickens. We 
used to have goats and we’ve had a few cows and pigs. We are terrible farmers. Our animals never live. We used to have 
chickens and they would just disappear. We’d get a batch of chickens and as long as they were in the incubator, in the 
house, with the lamp, everything would be good. It’s seems like we’d always get down to one chicken. Right now we 
have one duck, because every year when we would buy chickens we would buy a couple of ducks. Usually, they are all 
gone by now. This dude is a survivor. Here is my theory; crazy people survive. I was mowing this weekend and while I 
was on the mower this duck was following me around and he was staying right in the grass blowing path. Literally, I was 



mowing around the pond and he was sticking his chin out like this and grass was smacking him in the face. He was 
running at the mower and I was wondering if he was going to attack me. I thought it would be awesome and I was 
getting my phone out so if it happened I was going to film the duck attack. Nope, he just likes to play with the 
lawnmower. He’s not smart but you know what? He’s alive. Crazy people figure out how to stay alive. I don’t know—it 
just works. The duck is still living. So, the chickens kept dying and here’s what happened. Kilby decided she wanted to 
get one of these giant Pyrenees dogs. Some of y’all have been to our house and seen Roxy. She’s not super sociable—my 
favorite kind of dog, “Let’s be acquaintances and neighbors but we don’t have to be physically affectionate toward one 
another. You slobber a lot and smell really bad.” But what she does is she circles the property, that’s what those dogs 
do. And the chickens are pretty secure. They are pretty safe. 

Jesus is saying, “I’m sending you out as little lambs and here is what you need to trust in—your Shepherd.” You 
can trust your Shepherd. Baby lambs don’t have teeth or claws. It doesn’t matter that they are in a flock. They don’t 
have strength in numbers. If you put a hundred lambs together, one wolf will devastate that whole flock. They are 
completely helpless. And Jesus says that what it really comes down to in this life is that you are completely helpless, 
because you do not have control over the things that really matter, like eternity, sin, and Hell. You don’t have control 
over those things. You can work hard and be rich and you can lose it all in a moment, just like a fool. So, Jesus says, you 
are like a little flock and here is what you need to know, 

 
“It’s your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

 
Then He gives a really challenging, convicting thing. 
 

“Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not 
grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 
 
He says you should invest in things that are going to have eternal significance and eternal value. You should seek 

the kingdom of God first, seek His righteousness first, and here is what will happen—you will be happy. There’s a 
question we all need to ask ourselves tonight—am I really happy? Do I really have joy in my life? Is what I’m fighting for 
providing for me something greater than my fears, my anxieties, and my needs? Am I content? Paul says that godliness 
with contentment is great gain. He says, “Whatever state I am in I have learned to be content.” Because, if you’re 
content nothing else matters. “I’m good.” “Really?” “Yeah, I’m good.” “Are you okay with what people think?” “I’m 
good.” “You’re not worried about your future.” “I’m good. I love Jesus and I know He loves me. I have a lot of good 
friends and people in my church who care about me. I’m good. It’s going to be alright.” 

We will finish up with nine things that you and I can do to invest in our own lives. We are people of action, so 
what do we do? What do we do with this? How do we act on this? Here are some principles to live by that will help me 
find contentment. 

1. Work hard. There are biblical principles of work. Be a hard worker. Don’t be lazy. Don’t be wasteful with 
your time. Don’t spend hours on the internet when the boss isn’t looking. Use spare time, when you have it, 
to make kingdom impact. This could be investing in relationships, it could be spending time in God’s Word, 
but take your spare time and redeem that time. Listen to a sermon. Spend time in prayer. Spend time 
serving someone else. When you go to work, work hard. Get a job if you don’t have one. “There are no 
jobs.” There are jobs. Yes, there are jobs. Get a job and work hard. Invest wisely. 

2. This is like Finances 101. I am not a smart guy when it comes to money but I’ve got this one. Don’t spend 
more money than you have or make. How do you do that? With 22% interest credit cards. Don’t spend more 
than you have or make. Live within your means and you will learn to be content.  

3. Don’t spend all that you have or make. “I have $200—I’ll spend $200.” Save some money. There are biblical 
principles of saving and investing. Put back and save or invest.  

4. Give to the advance of the Gospel. Give sacrificially to the advance of the Gospel. Pay money into kingdom 
work that’s going to last for eternity. 

5. Give to the genuine needs of those the Bible says we need to give to. This would be widows, orphans, and 
truly needy people in our community. We should give to those people.  

6. Don’t obsess over your money. Don’t be Ebenezer Scrooge counting your quarters like that’s your hobby. 
Don’t obsess over it. Don’t sweat it. 



7. Give of time and money equally. This is interesting. If you only give financially to the Church and to Gospel 
work, it tends to still sort of drive that obsession with money. Give of yourself. Give of your time. Give 
relationally. Bring people into your home. Open you home, open your life, and engage in people relationally. 

8. Invest in things that will matter long after you have left this life. Invest in things that will matter a hundred 
years from now or however you want to write that. Invest in things that matter to God, in other words. 

9. Attack doubt, and fear, and anxiety with the truth of the Gospel. Attack doubt, and fear, and anxiety with 
the truth of the Gospel. You can have a victim’s mentality and say, “My life is bad. I can’t catch a break.” I 
was dealing with my youngest son this week and he’s still young enough that I can use him in illustrations. 
He’s four. I said, “I’ve got to spank you. Why?” I was wanting him to say, “Because you love me.” That’s what 
we are trying to learn and we are working on it. He said, “Because I keep messing everything up!” I said, 
“Yes, son, that’s true, but let me explain this. Here’s the thing—I love you so much and you can’t mess that 
up. You can’t mess that up.” Attack anxiety and attack fear with the truth of the Gospel that God loves you, 
and cares for you, and Christ died for you. When you are anxious and you are living with the fear of the 
known or the unknown, speak truth with conviction. Jesus loves you and has made a way for you to have 
true peace. 

This is what the Gospel is all about. God has made a way for us to have eternal peace, in an eternal kingdom, 
with eternal joy and purpose. Trust Jesus today. Trust Him every day. Live free. On your worst day; the day you get the 
cancer report, the day you lose your job, the day you bury a child, the day the person who in covenant before God gave 
their life to you walks away and says, “I don’t love you anymore,” the day that anything happens that you are so 
overwhelmed that you cannot deal with it, you are still the object of God’s grace, and the blood of the cross of Christ 
covers you. That’s where your anxiety goes. That’s where your joy comes from. That’s where your value and your 
purpose exist—the cross of Christ. God has an eternal purpose for you. You can chase the things that this world provides 
for you and what you will be left with is anxiety, fear, and ultimately, foolishness. We can trust God, live as obediently as 
we can, love His Word, invest in others, and be wise, because He has promised us wisdom and discernment. Seek the 
kingdom of God first, and the righteousness that comes from Christ, and you and I will be truly fulfilled. 

Let’s pray. 
Lord, I pray that we would understand the value of faith in action, that we would cast our cares and anxieties on 

you, and that we would know that you care for us. I pray that we would care for one another. I pray we would love you 
well. I pray that we would give of our lives, our time, and money, and of ourselves so that others can experience the love 
of the Gospel. And I pray that we would be a church on mission. I pray that your Word would shape our lives tonight. I 
pray for somebody here who doesn’t know you, who has no relationship with you, who never put their faith and their 
trust in Jesus, that tonight they would call on your name and be saved. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 



August 6, 2017 
Luke 12:35-59 
Brody Holloway 
 

Y’all can turn to Luke 12 while I’m getting ready here. When I was a kid in the 70’s, there was a series of movies 
that came out called A Thief In The Night.111 I don’t know if any of you saw those, but these movies depicted what has 
been named the ‘rapture’ of the Church. You may have grown up with that terminology. The rapture refers to the end of 
time when all the Christians will be carried up into the air to meet Christ. We know there are some different opinions 
and views of exactly what that is going to look like, but we do know that Christ is going to return. I remember, as a kid, if 
you grew up in an evangelical, particularly a fundamentalist church, one of the main scare tactics to get you to behave 
right or to get saved was to talk about the return of Christ. I’m not saying that was bad but it cost me a lot of sleepless 
nights as a kid. These movies would be like the Left Behind112 series 1.0. Some of you saw them and they were poorly 
done, 1970’s, B-budget movies113, and it’s kind of comical to go back and watch them. There are a few clips on YouTube 
that I’ve watched, but I’ll tell you that it terrified me. Did any of you grow up scared to death that the rapture was going 
to happen? I had visions of piles of clothes laying everywhere and cars wrecking, and it did not create or invoke joy for 
me. It was dread and fear. But the return of Christ should excite us. It should make us excited and that wasn’t the case 
for me as a kid. I wrestled with why for years, wondering why it freaked me out so bad, and I think it’s because I didn’t 
understand it in a biblical context. I think a lot of people teach end-times events very emphatically, as if they have it 
figured out and they know exactly how things are going to go down, but here’s the reality, church; there’s a lot of 
mystery surrounding the end-times events. 

When we talk about eschatology, which is the study of future events, there is a lot of mystery. If somebody tells 
you they know exactly how this is going to go down they are lying, they are wrong. Maybe they aren’t lying intentionally 
but they are not telling you the truth because we don’t know. There is much mystery that surrounds the return of Christ. 
Here’s what we know to be true: Jesus is going to return for His Church, He is going to establish an eternal kingdom, and 
those of us who are in Christ will reign with Him in that eternal kingdom. How exactly that goes down—I don’t know 
who the false prophet is going to be, or who the beast is going to be, or where Trump or Obama fit into it. A lot of times, 
I think people get derailed when it comes to eschatology. Even in conservative circles people can’t agree on what they 
believe. 

So, before we dive into the text, I wanted to give you one resource that’s been helpful for me. There is still a lot 
of mystery for me surrounding it. But there’s a video with Doug Wilson, Sam Storms, and Jim Hamilton, who is a 
professor at Southern Seminary. This is about a two-hour, friendly debate on YouTube, called An Evening of 
Eschatology114. Jim Hamilton represents the premillennial view, Doug Wilson represents the post-mill view (we aren’t 
going to get into what those definitions mean tonight), and Sam Storms represents the amillennial view. Sam Storms is a 
pastor of a church in Oklahoma City whose students come to Snowbird to camp. These three men represent the three 
main views of what’s going to happen in the end times. We don’t take a hard stand on it here at Red Oak other than to 
say that we know Christ is going to return and He’s going to reign victoriously. 

So, tonight’s text sort of drives in that direction and it should be an encouragement to us. It should also serve to 
warn us. This is one of those texts that should scare us a little bit in a good way. Is it alright to get scared when we read 
the Bible sometimes? Yeah, it should at least be sobering to us and this is one of those texts that does that. We will start 
in verse 35 and just take it a section at a time. We will pause and give comments on each section. 

Luke 12:35, 
 

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are waiting for 
their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when 
he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, 
I say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve 
                                                             
111 A Thief in the Night is a 1972 Christian end times film produced by Russell S. Doughten. It is the first and best known film in Doughten's 

four-part series on the Rapture and Second Coming of Christ. Sequels are: A Distant Thunder (1978), Image of the Beast (1981), The Prodigal Planet 
(1983). 

112 Left Behind is a series of 16 best-selling religious fiction novels by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins, dealing with Christian 
dispensationalist end times, with the pretribulation, premillennial, Christian eschatological interpretation of the Biblical apocalypse. 

113 According to Wikipedia, the budget for the original A Thief In The Night film was $60,000 and it has been viewed worldwide by more 
than 300 million people. 

114 An Evening of Eschatology video on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W75bzrvJtLs  



them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those 
servants! 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.” 
 
So, Jesus gives two scenarios here. Oftentimes, the coming of Christ is compared to a marriage. A marriage or a 

wedding is used to describe the relationship we have to Jesus. The Church would be called the Bride of Christ. In the 
Jewish culture, the way a marriage would occur is that the bride would be taken, it would be arranged or established, 
and it would be very ceremonial. The groom would go and get the bride and bring her to his house. So, a lot of times 
that’s used to describe what it looks like when Christ comes for His bride. 

In this story, what He’s doing is painting a picture, not of Christ as a groom coming to get His bride, but He kind 
of goes in a different direction. He says that it’s like this. There’s this master who is a wealthy landowner with a bunch of 
servants, and apparently he is a good landowner, which we learn from the story. And he leaves his servants and goes to 
a wedding feast. These feasts, or parties, could last long into the night. They could last a long time and this appears to be 
one of those parties that lasts a long time. His servants remain ready for him to return. Some of this is lost in our cultural 
context because we don’t have this type of servanthood in our culture. But in the Roman context servants were an 
everyday part of life. So, these servants would need to be ready for him to return, so it would seem that they would 
need to be awake, prepared to serve him, maybe with water to wash with, maybe with food or a meal, but they should 
be awake and ready even though he is going to stay long into the night. What happens is that he returns and when he 
returns these servants have been faithful, they are waiting for him, they meet and greet him at the door, but then in this 
really cool picture, when the master comes in, like any good leader does, he actually reverses the roles and he serves his 
people. 

Now, this is a picture of Jesus, because what this master does is he comes into room, and he makes the servants 
all take a seat at the table---this is late into the night. Have you ever had a night where it is two or three in the morning 
and you say, “Let’s make pancakes” or “Let’s go to Huddle House”? They close at 10 now, if you didn’t know that. 
Everyone will have at least one disappointing trip to Huddle House if you didn’t know that they close at 10 now. I can 
remember years ago, sometimes just on a whim, when we had stayed up late talking, we’d say, “Let’s go get waffles and 
fried eggs.” It would be a late night meal. Isn’t that fun when you do that? Maybe you make BLTs, or maybe you fire up 
the grill, or maybe you just have junk food in the middle of the night. But, we’ve all had this experience, when maybe 
you are on a journey, maybe you’re driving through the night, and you’re stopping at a truck stop at 3 in the morning, 
and you are getting a cup of coffee or something to eat, and it’s kind of like in the middle of the night we are stopping 
and we are celebrating with food and fellowship. 

So, the master comes home and the servants are vigilant, they are waiting, and they are diligent, and here’s 
what he does. He rewards them by serving them. So, he sits them down at the table, he cooks for them, he prepares a 
meal for them, and he serves a meal to them. Now, what Jesus is doing is He is establishing the idea that there is coming 
a day when Jesus, our Master, returns—and when He returns He needs to find us faithful. We need to be found faithful. 
We need to be watching for Him. The Bible will teach us that we need to watch for Christ because we don’t know the 
day or the hour. 

I remember when I was a kid growing up, something that was real common was predictions of the rapture of the 
Church. I remember the most scared I have ever been, and a lot of you maybe have heard this story. I was probably 
about fourteen years old and a man came and preached a revival at our church. I know now that I wasn’t a Christian but 
at the time I think I knew I wasn’t a Christian; I just couldn’t figure out how to become a Christian. I kind of grew up in a 
culture where there was a lot of pressure put on you to follow the right rules. I didn’t understand grace. So, I remember 
this man preached and he predicted that on April 10, 1988, not that that was when Jesus would return but that had to 
be the deadline. Do you know where he got that date from? Israel, as a modern nation, established their statehood on 
April 10, 1948. Are you with me? So, that’s a forty-year period of time, and there is a passage where Jesus says, “When 
the fig tree blooms, before this generation passes, the end will come.” This guy was interpreting the fig tree blooming as 
the reinstatement of the nation of Israel. A modern generation is forty years so definitely by April of 1988, Jesus was 
going to return. Well, if freaked me out and scared me to death. I was scared to death of the return of Christ because I 
was confident I was going to get left. I would pray and beg, and pray and beg, and I would say the sinner’s prayer over 
and over. I would say things like, “Lord, if I’m not saved, would you please save me…Lord, please don’t leave me behind 
at the rapture,” and I lived in a constant state of fear. 



But the Scripture teaches us that God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but He calls us to soundness, 
and clarity, and confidence. He has given us His Word and revealed what He has about future things, not so we would be 
afraid but so we could have confidence and hope. This is why Peter says we’ve been called to a living hope. If you are in 
Christ you have a hope that one day Jesus is going to return and when He does it’s going to be good for you. He’s going 
to put all things right. But what we need to be warned about is that there’s work to be done between now and then. So, 
as Christians we don’t get days off. We don’t take days off from our holiness. We don’t take days off from our war 
against sin. We don’t take days off from proclaiming the Gospel. We don’t take days off from loving our neighbor. We 
don’t take days off from viewing the nations and seeing them in their need for Jesus. We don’t get to say, “Well, I’ve 
been faithful as a Christian for five days so today I’m going to absolutely go bonkers. I’m going to go hog wild,” and get 
to have these periodic moments where we just sort of indulge in the flesh. That’s not the pattern Christ has called us to. 
He’s called us to expect His return at any time, so we live as those who expect the return of the Master. So, Jesus is 
establishing this idea. 

Then, in two verses, He paints the second idea, where He says, 
 

“If the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left 
his house to be broken into.” 
 
So, let’s imagine that the master leaves the house and a thief is watching and breaks into the house. I was 

talking to a friend the other day about the upcoming eclipse. Are y’all excited about the eclipse? Everybody is excited. 
Get you a t-shirt, some glasses, a bumper sticker—it’s a big deal around here. It’s a claim to fame if you’re from this part 
of the country. So, the eclipse is coming and they’re expecting somewhere between ten people and a hundred thousand 
people. It’s a shot in the dark so don’t bet on it. But here’s what’s going to happen. If a hundred thousand people show 
up in this town, I’m not leaving my house and I’m keeping the safety off my shotgun. A hundred thousand people in this 
little valley is not going to be real good. It’s going to be absolute chaos. 

So, imagine that you leave and go away, and the thief is watching, and the thief enters while you are away. That 
is the picture He’s painting. But, what if I knew that on Thursday night a thief is going to come and break into my house? 
Well, then Thursday night I would lock the doors, I’d be at home, I’d be on standby, I’d be waiting, I’d have the M4 ready 
to roll, I’d have the kids armed, I’d have my friends over, we’d hold vigil, and we’d be ready for the thief. We would call 
the police and say, “We don’t know what time he’s coming but keep a car somewhere in the vicinity so we can call you 
to come arrest this guy when he comes to break into our house.” We would be vigilant and we would be ready for it. 

Jesus will often explain or illustrate His second coming in this way. He will say, “I’m going to come like a thief in 
the night, at a time when nobody is expecting the thief.” Because the reality is that a thief could break into your house 
any night but most nights we don’t go to bed thinking, “I’ll bet a thief is going to break in tonight.” Some of you might 
because you’ve watched the Walking Dead115 too much. You need to back off and you need to remember that we live in 
a fairly peaceful society. You should be ready with door locks and you should be ready to protect your family but I doubt 
any of you at home hold watch through the first, second, and third watch of the night. You don’t wake up your middle-
schooler, “Hey, man, you’ve got from 2-4:00 this morning. Stand at the front door.” That’s not the way we live our lives. 
Our theology is a little stronger than that. But the picture that Jesus will paint is, “I’m going to return like a thief in the 
night. There is no way that you can know when I’m coming back.” In fact, in one place He says, “No man can know the 
day or the hour.” Nobody knows, not even the angels in Heaven. Nobody is going to know when He’s coming, so we 
need to live our lives as if the thief was going to come in the night. We need to be ready. We need to live our lives as if 
the Master would return at any time. In fact, He says in verse 38, 

 
“If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those 

servants!” 
 
This is the idea that if he comes in the second or third watch that it’s late into the night. The Jews had a three-

watch night and the Romans had a four-watch night, but either way you are talking about right dab in the middle of the 
night when people would be sleeping, especially in a culture when people went to bed at dark. There was no reason to 
stay awake past daylight because there was no electricity. So, the later the night wanes the more likely people are going 

                                                             
115 The Walking Dead is an American post-apocalyptic horror television series that is based on the eponymous comic book series of the 

same name. 



to nod off or people are going to be asleep. He says we need to be vigilant. We cannot go to sleep in our expectation of 
the return of Christ, because if we will maintain expectation it will motivate missions, it will motivate ministry, we will 
care about people, we will love people, we will try to win people to the Lord, we will try to faithfully lead our families, 
and love our families, and love our neighbors. So, we need to be ready. 

Now, the Bible speaks of this coming in a lot of different places. I wrote down a few. Obviously here in Luke 
12:40, but also 1 Corinthians 16:22 says, “Our Lord, come.” 1 Thessalonians 5:2, says, “For you, yourselves, know well 
that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.” Titus 2:12-13, says, “Live sober, upright, and godly lives in this 
world, awaiting our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.” In 1 Peter 4:7, 
the Bible says, “The end of all things is at hand.” “Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how 
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, 
brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.” That’s James 5:7-9. Hebrews 10:25, 
says, “But encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” In Revelation 1:3, “The time is 
near.” And in Revelation 22:7, “Behold, I am coming soon.” In summary, there are 260 chapters in the New Testament 
and 318 mentions of the return of Christ. So, you would think then that this is something that Jesus wants us to be 
focused on. Anytime Jesus mentions something one time, we should pay attention. But if something is mentioned 318 
times, we should definitely take notice and assume that Jesus wants us to really understand that this is a big deal to Him. 

He’s coming back, y’all. Red Oak, Jesus is returning. That day is going to come. The likelihood of seeing it? I don’t 
know. I remember in 1990, hearing the pastor of the church where I was. I was a senior in high school and I remember 
being in church and bringing in the new year. It stands out in my mind that the prediction there was, “I don’t think we 
will see the year 2000.” By 1999, we were all collecting matches, and MREs, and expecting Y2K, and wondering if the 
Lord was really going to return, and if Prince was right, and if the pastors that predicted it were right, and if 1999 was 
the end of the world, and it wasn’t. So, I don’t want to say that Jesus is going to come back in our lifetime. I don’t know. 
No doubt, the apostles and disciples thought He would return in their lifetime, didn’t they? But here is what we know to 
be true: there is coming a day when Jesus Christ will judge the living and the dead. We will stand before Him and we will 
give an account, and the account that we give will be based on our works, our righteousness, our merit, or it will be 
based on the work of Jesus, the merit of Jesus, the power of Jesus at the cross, providing salvation for us. So, that’s the 
hope that we have. When we do stand and give an account, we can stand in Christ, uncondemned, because He’s 
condemned already. He’s taken our condemnation and He’s set us free from condemnation because we’ve received 
what He had for us. Because He was God, and the Bible tells us in Philippians 2 that He did not consider equality with 
God in eternity past something to be grasped. Though He was God, He left His position as God, descended to the depths 
of the Earth, and literally went through the depths of the Earth into the depths of Hell, where He killed and poisoned sin, 
and death, and the grave, and rose victorious, and is now ascended back to His rightful place on the throne that God has 
established for Him. The Bible tells us in 2 Timothy 4:1, 

 
“I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus who is to judge the living and the dead, 

and by His appearing and His kingdom.” 
 
So, there’s going to be an appearing, there’s going to be a kingdom, and there’s going to be a judgment day. And 

the Bible says this, 
 

“It is appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment.” 
 
And if you are here tonight and you don’t know the Lord, you will stand and give an account for what you do 

with Jesus. And if you are here tonight and you do know the Lord, and you are living in disobedience, and living in 
defiance, and you are living in hypocrisy, and you are literally living in self-condemning actions, you need to know that 
you are going to stand and you are going to give an account for every thought, every word, and every deed. You are 
going to give an account for how you love and serve your wife. You are going to give an account for how you love and 
serve your children. You are going to give an account for how you live as a single man or woman. You are going to give 
an account for how you love your neighbor and share Christ. You are going to give an account for what you see, and 
what you think, and what you say. We are all going to give an account for that. Now, in Christ, somehow we are not 
going to be condemned for those things but we are going to give an account for them, and I don’t understand exactly 



how that works. But we do know that the Lord expects to find us faithful. He’s given us much and the text is going to go 
on to explain that we need to be faithful because of what we’ve been given. 

Some passages in Scripture point to future signs that have to happen before Jesus might return. So, when is He 
going to return? Here’s what we believe about the return of Jesus: that it’s imminent. It’s imminent. Now, what do we 
mean when we say the return of Christ is imminent? We mean that He might return at any time; we mean that He could 
return at any time. When we say the return of Christ is imminent, we are not trying to say that we have a timeline 
figured out or we know what the end of days is going to exactly lay out like. We are saying that we know that at any time 
He could return and He might return. 

Now, there are different views on this. See, the Bible gives us signs that have to occur first. Let me give you 
some of those signs. Before the end can come, Jesus says, the Gospel has to go out to all nations. Both Matthew and 
Mark record that. So, before the end can come, the Gospel has to go out to all nations. So, has the Gospel reached all 
nations? No, not yet. So, the position we would hold is that there is still work to be done. Now, some theologians would 
say that was a symbolic idea in the first Church, in the Apostolic Age, that in the time of the Apostles that the Gospel 
would spread outside to the ends of the Roman Empire, and that happened. So, that’s a position that some people 
would take.  

But there seem to be other signs that are yet to occur. It seems that there are going to be signs in the heavens. It 
seems to be that there are going to be signs in creation. We know that there are going to be signs governmentally. In 
fact, the Bible records several things, like false prophets, and the salvation of Israel. That those things are going to occur 
before the end of time. There is going to be this sort of revival among the Jews. Again, some people would argue, “Well, 
a lot of Jews have come to faith in Jesus. They are called messianic Jews,” so maybe that’s already happened. Some 
people would say about the idea that there are going to be false prophets, that we see false prophets everywhere. So, 
here is what happens where you try to figure out what the timeline is going to be—you realize that there are different 
explanations for everything and we come right back to where we started, which is this—Jesus is coming back—get 
ready, live ready, live expectantly, don’t freak out, live with confidence—but He’s coming and we don’t know when. Not 
only is He coming, but we saw last week in the first part of Luke 12, where we are learning not to be anxious, one of the 
things we saw was a man who was not expecting his own death, and then boom, he’s taken out and he dies. Probably, 
for most of us, there is more likelihood that we need to be ready for death than we need to be ready for the imminent 
return of Christ, but at any rate, we need to prepare ourselves for what’s going to happen. 

The way that some people see the signs of the times is they explain it with an idea that most of us were 
probably raised on, and that is that there will be two returns of Christ. Now, this would be bookends to a seven-year 
period called the tribulation. Most of you probably grew up being taught that. Some of you probably still hold to that. 
This church doesn’t take an official position on that, let me be clear. But in this view there would be a return of Christ for 
the Church and then those signs would be fulfilled over the next seven years, and then a second return would bring 
creation to an end and there would be judgment of the world. A second explanation of that would be that the signs have 
already happened. People would say, “But the Gospel hasn’t gone to all nations,” and there would be explanations that 
would say, “But the Gospel is available to all people.” The third stance, and the one that we would probably land closer 
to, is this: we don’t know when the signs are happening, we don’t know what signs have been fulfilled, and we don’t 
know when Jesus is coming back. We don’t know when He’s coming back—we just don’t know. I know for a fact that 
Jesus isn’t returning in April 1988. I know. I know He’s not coming back then. 

But, the main point is for us to know and believe is that one day Jesus will return and here’s the good news: 
when He returns He is going to put all things right. There is going to be no need for social justice because He is going to 
be our judge. There is going to be no need for lobbying of causes because He’s going to establish a kingdom where there 
is no sin or temptation and where no enemy can rise against or come against that kingdom. That’s the good news for us. 

So, He moves to a second parable and He says this. Verse 41, 
 

“Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for all?’ 42 And the Lord said, ‘Who then is 
the faithful and wise manager, whom his master will set over his household?’” 
 
He’s shifting into another parable here. 
 

“’...to give them their portion of food at the proper time? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his 
master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.’” 
 



So, you have this scenario. Peter asks, “Is this for us or for everybody?” and Jesus says, “It’s both. It’s for you but 
it’s for all believers.” So, Jesus gives another parable. He says that there is a man who has been faithful to his master and 
so the master entrusts him with stewardship over the rest of the household. That’s the picture. So, there is this man 
who has been faithful. He has served the master faithfully and the master says, “Look, I have to go away on a journey,” 
and in this scenario the master puts this one man in stewardship over the entire household. He says to be a good 
steward. Have you ever heard that terminology? When we talk about being a good steward we usually talk about money 
but it’s of everything—out talents, our time, our relationships, our money, our opportunities. We want to steward our 
lives well because Jesus has left us here for a season to make Gospel impact. So, the master leaves and puts this 
manager in a position of authority as he leaves. Verse 43, 

 
“Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you, 

he will set him over all his possessions.” 
 
Verse 45, 
 

“But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the 
male and female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk, 46 the master of that servant will come on 
a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know, and will cut him in pieces and put 
him with the unfaithful. 47 And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act 
according to his will, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did what 
deserved a beating, will receive a light beating.” 
 
This gets a little bit scary. It seems that what He is saying is that those who abuse what God has given to them—

specifically we think of pastors, teachers, leaders… Listen, fathers, God has entrusted you with a family and you are 
going to answer for how you lead that family. If God has entrusted you with a wife, you are going to give an account for 
how you lead that wife. Single men, think about this now and prepare for this for later. I will give an account, literally, for 
my wife and my children. That’s pretty scary. That’s pretty freaky. It doesn’t say that she will give an account for me. 
God has put me in a position where I am the representative head of my family, where as such, I am the type of Christ in 
my home you might say. In other words, I’m the representative over my household who is to guide them toward 
salvation, discipleship, love them, serve them, be kind with them, be longsuffering with them. I’ve been given 
stewardship. For pastors, this is very scary. For elders, for deacons, for small group leaders, it’s very scary. One of the 
things that we do, as pastors and teachers in this church, is we remind each other to always preach and teach in a mild 
state of panic because we are going to give an account for every word that we say. Our actions—we are going to be held 
accountable for them. Again, this is not meant to scare us and say that Jesus is somehow lording over us, ready to thump 
us in the head and punish us for every little thing. Listen, in Christ grace has been extended to us. The Lord has been 
very kind and gracious. 

But Scripture is very clear that we are not to insult that spirit of grace. Paul will say to the Romans, at the end of 
Romans 5, “Where sin increased in my life, grace increased all the more.” He then says in the very next verse, “What 
shall we say? Should we continue in sin so that grace will increase?” In other words, should I just live the way I want to, 
knowing that Jesus is going to forgive me in the end? Paul says, “May it never be!” And he will actually go on and 
repeatedly teach that for those of us who are sons and daughters of God, we are not going to use grace that way. We 
are going to fear God and want to honor Him. And in this story, this man is going to give an account, particularly for the 
sin of abusing what God has entrusted him with, or what the master has entrusted him with. It’s really scary. 

This is one of those passages that seems to show us that for some people judgment will be more severe. James 
3:1 says, 

 
“Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be 

judged with greater strictness.” 
 
It seems that Scripture teaches that some will receive stricter or more severe judgment and penalty. In fact, 

Jesus paints the picture in verse 47, 
 



“And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act according to his will, 
will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will 
receive a light beating.” 
 
He’s saying that nobody has an excuse. In fact, in Romans 1, Paul will say that the wrath of God is coming against 

all manner of ungodliness and unrighteousness. The wrath of God is being poured out. Then he says that God has 
revealed himself to all men in such a way that nobody has an excuse. Nobody will be able to stand before God and say, 
“I didn’t know. You didn’t make it clear,” because the Scripture teaches us in Romans 1 that God has made it plain to us, 
both in our conscience and our moral understanding of right and wrong, and in the created order. But for some, they 
can be led astray and it seems that the punishment will be less severe, if they acted out of ignorance. At any rate, only 
those who are faithful to Jesus and remain so to the end will be able to give evidence of their own salvation. 

This is kind of confrontational. But it flies in the face of the idea that you can say a prayer when you are eleven, 
or get baptized when you’re seven, or make some act, or say something, or make a decision as a child and then live 
however you want to live the rest of your life. Scripture doesn’t support that. Scripture is very clear that the fruit of a 
person’s life will display who their actual lord and master is. 

So, this man returns and he finds his people in this condition. Then, we are given a proverb, 
 

“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they 
entrusted much, they will demand the more.” 
 
This is a very well-known proverb and here is what we know of our own lives. We are living in a time when the 

Gospel is accomplished, the tomb is empty, the teachings of Jesus and His earthly ministry have been recorded and 
preserved for us in our language, the Holy Spirit has been poured out, and we have the Scripture in its completed form. 
God has given us ministry, and responsibility, and action. We have money, and food, and technology, and we have been 
entrusted to proclaim the message of Jesus and make disciples. So, it’s safe to say that much will be required of us. 
Much will be required of us. 

So, continuing in verse 49, He says, 
 

“I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! 50 I have a baptism to 
be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! 51 Do you think that I have come 
to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For from now on in one house there will be 
five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her 
daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
 
So, what’s He saying? A lot of times in the Bible, fire will be used to portray judgment. It’s used as other things, 

too. Sometimes the Holy Spirit is portrayed as fire. Sometimes passion or excitement are described as fire. At one point 
gossip or slander are described as fire. But a lot of times, and it seems to be in the context here, that fire is used as 
judgment. Thrown into the fire, or purged by the fire, or cast into the fire. Here it seems to illustrate judgment. Jesus is 
going to bring judgment to the Earth. Jesus gives us an inner peace when we trust and follow Him so we know that as 
Christians we are given peace. Jesus gives us peace. This was the teaching last week when we looked at anxiety and fear. 
We have to stop freaking out. We have to trust that Jesus is going to give us peace. He does give us peace—we know 
that to be true. But, many of you would be able to give testimony that in your own families your faith in Jesus has 
created a division in your family. Putting your faith and your trust in Jesus creates division. In fact, Jesus says that 
sometimes it’s like bringing a sword into a relationship. It brings conflict and difficulty. Some of you have been cast out 
by your family, or rejected and neglected by your family. In fact, I’ve read several stories from the Muslim world where 
people have been tortured or even murdered or imprisoned because they turned to the Lord and began to follow Jesus, 
and their own families turned them over to the authorities. 

So, Jesus is saying that the Gospel is going to divide people. He’s saying, “I came to bring inner peace for each of 
you but that inner peace will be necessary to stabilize you when the external lack of peace comes.” In other words, 
conflict and division is being caused around you because of your faith. The inner peace that Christ gives will stabilize you 
because there is going to be conflict on every side. Sometimes this comes from the government or from society. At the 
very least, if you’re a Christian living out your faith you are going to face some sort of persecution, being marginalized, or 



pushed out, or rejected, or made fun of, and for some people it will be more severe than that. For some people, your 
family simply won’t understand you anymore. They won’t get you. “Where’s my son…where’s my daughter? This is not 
the person I raised. Why are you following this Jesus?..Why are you obsessed with your salvation?” Sadly—in some cases 
we have seen this happen—a husband or wife will come to faith in Jesus and the rest of the family will no follow Jesus. 
Most recently, this happened to our brother in India who was cast into prison, and the driving force behind that was his 
own wife. So, Jesus is saying that the Gospel will not always reconcile family relationships. Sometimes there is going to 
be conflict in the family. 

One of the things we have learned in ministry in the church is that when we try to minister to people who are 
downcast, and destitute, and struggling, and impoverished, the condition of a person’s life that would make them feel 
impoverished is not financial; it’s when they feel unloved, ostracized, or sort of irrelevant and unnecessary in society. 
When a person feels like, “Nobody cares about me, nobody loves me, nobody gives me any sense of value, I’m sort of 
pushed to the outside.” -- A lot of times, financial despair is part of that, but what Jesus does is He reconciles each 
person to God, which then puts them in a position to be reconciled to people. But sometimes those relationships won’t 
be reconciled and the family will reject or friends will reject their new-found faith, and what has to happen is that 
person has to say, “You know what? I’m reconciled to God, so I’m going to love those people anyway and trust that one 
day, through my life and witness, maybe the Lord will bring them to faith in Jesus. But we know it to be true that the 
Gospel causes conflicts sometimes among people. 

Then He goes on, 
 

“He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you say at once, “A shower 
is coming.” And so it happens. 55 And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be 
scorching heat,” and it happens.’” 
 
Understanding a little geography, where they were located there were certain signs of the weather. If wind was 

blowing with clouds off of the Mediterranean they knew it was going to bring rain with it. If you are at the coast and you 
see dark clouds coming—we have some members of our church who are from Florida and they are more familiar with 
this. I know that in our valley here, if you see dark clouds to the west, rolling up the valley along the Snowbird mountain 
range, we are going to get rain. But, interestingly enough, sometimes those clouds will hang right on that ridge and it 
will be really dark, and you will think it’s going to miss us because it’s kind of riding that ridge. But if it’s dark straight to 
the west we’re going to get wet. Right? We are going to get wet. It’s coming. Now, if you look up and it seems stormy 
but the clouds are to the east, there’s a good chance that it already passed and we dodged it. Right? We read the signs 
in the weather. But, if you have the weather app, all that happens is you stay frustrated. People will ask me, “Is it 
supposed to rain tomorrow?” “Don’t know. Don’t care. I’ll just roll with business as usual.” That’s the way we do things 
around here. Years ago, I used to try to plan things around the weather forecast, but we quit trying that. When you live 
in the mountains that’s an exercise in futility. So, just roll with it. Plan on getting wet if it rains and being hot if it’s sunny. 
Hopefully, it will be somewhere in between like it was last night and this morning. Amen? That was nice. It means we’re 
getting ready for fall. The weather gives us signs. 

So, Jesus is saying that He has established signs about His coming. Now, there were two comings of Christ that 
were prophesied. The Old Testament prophesies predominately point to the first coming, or the first advent, of Jesus. 
Now, we are awaiting a second coming that He, himself, talked about. In this text, He says, 

 
“You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not 

know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
What He is saying is, “You should be able to interpret the signs that have been made obvious.” For Jews, and 

particularly the Pharisees and religious leaders, several things were obvious. Number one, they should be able to look at 
Jesus’ person and work. The first sign that Jesus was who He said He was—His person and work. Just follow Him around. 
We’ve been reading and studying Luke for the past several months, almost a year, and what we are learning is that there 
is something to what Jesus says. He seems to be legit. He seems to actually be God, because He’s doing things like 
healing people, raising dead people, speaking with authority, and calming storms. Jesus’ person and work were signs. 
We saw a couple of weeks ago where they asked for signs and Jesus said, “I’ve given you signs. It’s obvious.” 

The second thing in the way of signs is the recorded, prophetic history that was being fulfilled before their very 
eyes. Imagine, as a first century Jew, watching Jesus stand in His first church sermon and reading a prophecy of Isaiah, 



and saying, “I’m the fulfillment of this,” and then watching Him go about fulfilling the prophecies of the Old Testament. 
There was no lack of evidence that Jesus was who He declared himself to be. In fact, because it was so obvious, we see 
the revelation of the hardness of heart of the religious leaders. They didn’t want the Messiah to come. They had a good 
deal. They had control of the people and they wanted to continue to control the people. As a result, they killed Jesus. So, 
as a second sign, prophetic history was being fulfilled. 

The third sign was the continued, mounting rejection of Jesus. So, the mounting rejection of Jesus was also 
prophetic. As He was doing what He was doing, people were rising up and rejecting Him, and that rejection was getting 
larger. More crowds were rejecting Him. People would get excited, and they would follow, and then they would leave 
Him. 

So, Jesus said the signs were evident. It was more plain to see than the weather. “I’m who I say I am. The 
kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” Much of what Jesus prophesied against Israel was fulfilled in the first century. But what 
we have to know is that there is much yet to be fulfilled, and that’s the coming judgment that Jesus is explaining over 
the course of this sermon He’s preaching. 

 
We get down to verse 57 and wrap up our text, 
 

“And why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? 58 As you go with your accuser before 
the magistrate, make an effort to settle with him on the way, lest he drag you to the judge, and the 
judge hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. 59 I tell you, you will never get out 
until you have paid the very last penny.” 
 
So, He gives us one last word picture. If you go to the magistrate and you don’t get a favorable decision you can 

go above him to the judge. Hopefully you don’t do this, but say you are in a restaurant and you don’t like the service, 
and you say something to the server and the server gets smart with you, and you say you want to see the manager. 
What are you doing? You are appealing to the higher authority. 

Many of you know this story. In 2003, my sister’s husband, who was a state trooper, was killed. It was a 
wrongful death kind of thing. The man who ran off the road and hit him was under the influence of cocaine and alcohol. 
He hit him and killed him. It happened right over in the I-40 gorge at the Haywood County and Tennessee line. I 
remember thinking that this guy was going to go to jail, but he didn’t go to jail. He got off. He apparently had a very good 
lawyer and everybody felt this sense of injustice. So, the next trial was the trial in the civil court. In the civil court, a huge 
judgment was awarded to my sister and her son, because the civil court saw it differently. 

We all remember the original OJ case. Remember, “If it (the glove) doesn’t fit you must acquit.” Some of you 
watched the recent Netflix show about it. The word is now that OJ is going to get out of jail soon, so stay off the west 
coast and watch out for white Broncos. We don’t know what that guy is going to be up to. But we all followed the story. 
Little and I hadn’t been married very long when that was happening and I remember we had a TV that was very 
pixelated. It had that kind of knob that you turn and it had rabbit ears. We had tinfoil on the TV antenna and we would 
get it just right so we could watch the local ABC affiliate. We were watching the white Bronco get chased down the 
freeway. Everybody stopped to pay attention. So, when the trial went through, everybody was shocked that, even with 
the dream team he had put together, that he won the verdict. There had been the Rodney King verdict that led to riots 
in LA, and everybody was saying it was because they couldn’t handle another round of riots two years later. There was a 
lot going on. But what happened was that the victims’ families came back and sued OJ Simpson and they won. A lot of 
times, in our system, you can appeal to a higher authority. 

Listen, He’s simply saying this; there is no higher authority to appeal to than the authority of Jesus. Submit to 
Jesus. Receive the Gospel. Have condemnation removed. In Christ there is no condemnation. In Christ the righteous 
requirement of the law, Romans 8 says, has been fulfilled in Him, who basically met the righteous requirement of the 
law, so we don’t have to. Condemnation is removed. So, the summary of these parables in the end is that we have to be 
ready because the Bible tells us that Christ is coming back to judge the living and the dead. We want to serve others 
joyfully and be found faithful so, as Christians, what do we want to do? Be ready for the imminent return of Christ at all 
times, love other people really well, take stewardship as God has given it to us and be faithful—every one of us has been 
entrusted with something. A job, finances, particularly—listen—relationships. How do you love others? How do you care 
about people? God has entrusted us with relationships. 

In conclusions, listen to a couple of passages from Scripture that we can be warned by. 1 Peter 4:3-6, 
 



“For the time that is past suffices for doing what the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to this they are 
surprised when you do not join them in the same flood of debauchery, and they malign you; 5 but they 
will give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was 
preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way people are, they might 
live in the spirit the way God does.” 
 
He says that if you stand out for the Gospel, know this—you are going to give an account and those who judge 

you and stand in condemnation over against you are going to give an account. Jesus is going to judge. 
In Revelation 1, in the beginning of the Revelation that Jesus gives to John, verses 4-8; listen to this. 
 

“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who 
was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has 
freed us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
So, he says to the believers, in this powerful doxology, “By the blood of Jesus you have been made a nation of 

priests. You stand to inherit a kingdom that will never end, where you will reign with Christ.” Then he says, “Amen,” as if 
to say, “So be it.” We affirm that, we believe that, and we agree with that. But… 

 
“Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, 

and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.” 
 
He paints these two starkly contrasted, different pictures of the imminent return of Jesus. In one sense, we 

rejoice because our King is coming. In other sense, those who have rejected will wail at the coming judgment because 
they have rejected the Gospel and they have not lived as faithful stewards have been called to live. 

The call to us tonight, church, is to repent where we need to repent; to rejoice where we have opportunity to 
rejoice; and to commit afresh and anew to be better and more faithful husbands, wives, sons, daughters, mothers, 
fathers, and to be faithful to the end, because Jesus is coming soon. I don’t know exactly what that means but He’s 
coming soon, and we want to be ready, and we want to proclaim the Gospel to all of those who don’t know, and we 
want to proclaim it believing that Jesus is the hope of the world. And that’s good news, Amen? 

If you are here tonight and you don’t know the Lord, we would love to talk to you. So please, don’t leave without 
understanding what it is to have a relationship with Jesus. I’ll pray and we will close with a couple of songs. 

Lord Jesus, I pray that you would make your Word clear to us so that we might respond in obedience. If there 
are those here tonight who don’t know you and your saving power, and your authority over sin, and Hell, and death, and 
the grave, I pray they would call on you and be saved. For those of us who can look and fix our eyes on the soon coming 
of Jesus, I pray we wouldn’t be duped and fooled into living our lives for the here and now, and pursuing those things 
that will perish and pass away, but that we would store treasures in Heaven and sow into those things that are eternal in 
value. We thank you, Lord Jesus, that you are coming. In a day and age where the world is broken and we see the 
brokenness of humanity, we know there is a need for redemption in so many places. We thank you that we can know 
that one day you will put all things right. Some will wail and weep on account of your return but many will rejoice and 
we want to be in that number and we know that we will be, so help us to live like it, in desperation that others might 
know. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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There’s a story about G.K. Chesterton, an author who lived in the early 1900’s. I believe he was Catholic. In the 
story, he was working on this story that was entitled What’s Wrong with the World, and the London Times was 
corresponding with him. They wrote him a letter and asked him, “Okay, so what is wrong with the world?” The story 
goes that he simply replied, “Sir, I am. Yours truly, G. K. Chesterton.” That’s refreshing in a sense, right? They asked what 
is wrong with the world and he said, “Me. I’m what’s wrong with the world.” That’s the ability to look inside and say that 
it’s my sin and the evil in my own heart. 

The passage that we come to tonight in Luke 13 reflects, if from a different perspective, the confusion we have 
about what is wrong with the world. The world is broken. Bad things happen. Evil happens. What do we do with that? 
How do we view that? Where does the blame go and where do we look to for hope? I think about the news just this 
week, right? It’s overwhelming. The headlines are overwhelming—North Korea, Iran, what happened in Virginia just the 
other night. Where does the blame go? Politicians are already spinning everything? Everything is either the current 
president’s fault or the last president’s fault. Where does the blame go? Who is at fault? The woman who lost her life 
because someone intentionally drove a car into a crowd of people—was she simply at the wrong place at the wrong 
time or was she a worse sinner than everyone else in Virginia? Who’s to blame? Is it the kid’s parents—the guy who 
drove the car? Is he responsible? Or do we boil it down to why? Why would an all-powerful, all-knowing, all-loving God 
not stop the car? These questions are nothing new, right? From the beginning we have asked what we do with what’s 
wrong with the world. What we are going to see in our text tonight is see that Jesus sets us free. He frees you and me to 
see everything; to see everything through the lens of the Gospel, which ultimately brings us to the place where we see 
everything through the lens of the hope that is in the Gospel. 

So, turn to Luke 13. This is part of a longer conversation we are coming out of where Jesus has been pushing this 
idea that judgment is coming and you will be held responsible. The Gospel is here, the kingdom is here, so repent and 
prepare for it. Let me read verses 1-5, 

 
“There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were 
worse sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3 No, I tell you; but unless 
you repent, you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed 
them: do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 
 
Get the scene set in your mind. Jesus has been preaching hard and He’s just gotten through saying, “If you don’t 

settle up your accounts, you are going to pay the price.” So, maybe these guys, to ease the tension and shift the focus 
off of a personal, introspective look, like, “Am I responsible for who I am and how I live?,” they bring up this point and 
start telling Jesus of the current events and the headlines of their day. “What about these Galileans?” they ask, because 
in their minds they are thinking, “People are held responsible, so how bad must these Galileans have been?” This is the 
only place in Scripture or in history that we have this story but it appears that these Galileans, these Jews, had come to 
Jerusalem to offer sacrifices. So, maybe it was Passover, when the nation would travel, but they were there and they 
had brought their animals to sacrifice, so as far as we know they are being good Jews. Then, for whatever reason, Pilate, 
who is governor of Judea, has them murdered. But not just murdered, not just put down, but in a way that to the Jews 
was the ultimate offense. He killed them and mingled their blood with the blood of their sacrifices. What was supposed 
to be sacred has been made profane. It’s been polluted and made dirty. So, in their minds, if something that bad has 
happened this must be God’s judgment on them. They believe God is showing everyone that these people are not pious, 
they are not righteous, they were not good Jews, and that they must have been evil. Then Jesus confronts that head-on. 
He knows why they are bringing this story up. He stiff-arms that. He says, “No, no, no. You can’t go there. We are not 
changing subjects. We are not taking the attention off of your heart, your mind, your soul, your personal responsibility 
before a holy, just God.” He says, “No, but I tell you the truth, unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” He takes it 
a step further. He makes it a more difficult question. He says, “What about the guys where the tower fell?” Because it 
would have been easy for them to shift gears and say that it wasn’t on the guys that were making the offering but that 
the blame lies with Pilate. He puts a harder question to them and asks, “What about when that tower fell in Siloam?”  



Again, this is a story that only appears here, so we don’t know exactly what happened, but maybe part of the 
wall in Jerusalem fell where this pool was. Maybe it was new construction, but for whatever reason the tower fell and 
eighteen people died. In their eastern minds they would have thought that God just took out those eighteen people. 
God just collapsed the tower on top of them so they must have been in some deep sin. Whatever physically caused the 
collapse, like faulty construction, they would have thought that this was the hand of God; that this wasn’t happenstance. 
But Jesus takes them to a more difficult place to answer the question. There is no bad guy in the story. In their minds 
they don’t question, “Is God sovereign? Is God in control of everything? Does anything escape His attention?” Absolutely 
not. God is absolutely sovereign, so they must be worse sinners than everybody else. Then, Jesus, again, pushes that 
aside and says, “No, but I tell you unless you repent you will all likewise perish.” He’s drawn it so that we can’t escape. 
No individual present can escape. 

This is from Ryken, who says this, 
 
“Sometimes people do suffer the consequence of their own actions. However, not all suffering is caused 
by someone’s sin. Even when it is, we do not know all of God’s reason for doing what He is doing in 
someone’s life-- including our own lives. Therefore, we simply do not have the right to make moral 
judgments that are based on someone’s suffering. Jesus rejected this whole line of reasoning. He said no 
one should think that the Galilean martyrs were any worse than anyone else. When their blood was 
shed, God was not singling them out to punish them for their sins.” 
 
We don’t know. I think in their day, the more natural way of thinking was that these people were more sinful 

than anybody else. That’s why they got this calamity on them. That’s why this atrocity happened. In our day, I think it’s 
easier to go to, “Well, if this God is good, if you say there is this all-powerful, all-knowing, loving God, then how can bad 
things happen,” and begin to blame God and put God, as it were, on trial. And Jesus isn’t having any of it. This passage is 
not about answering the problem of evil that philosophers wrestle with. Jesus isn’t having that. Jesus is on a mission, 
right? Why did Jesus come? Jesus came to seek and to save the lost, and Jesus is bringing in a kingdom, and He gets to 
the heart of the matter. He says, “It’s not about that. It’s that we are all going to die.” He says, “Here’s the point of 
tragedy. Do you want to know what calamity is about? Do you want to know why that tower fell? Do you want to know 
why Pilate was able to do what he did? It’s a warning. It’s a warning. Do you want to know how you should interpret the 
events of today? Do you want to know what you should look at when tsunamis hit? When hurricanes hit? When mass 
numbers of people die? When a good Christian mom is driving her family home from a Bible study and somebody blows 
through a stop sign because they are texting and takes out the entire family, leaving the husband alone? You want to 
know why, and Jesus says, take the reality that sin came into the world—that we brought sin into the world—and it’s 
not just individual acts of sin that bring judgment, but this whole world is under the curse of sin and because of that 
death comes to all of us. So, Jesus says, “Here’s how you should interpret it. Death is coming and judgment after death. 
It’s appointed unto man once to die and then to face judgment.” 

We cannot assume to know the will and mind of God in such matters. Knowing that God is sovereign is not the 
same as having a complete understanding of God’s sovereignty. Knowing that God is sovereign is not the same as having 
a complete understanding of God’s sovereignty. What do I mean? I can sit here and say that I believe and I trust in the 
sovereignty of God but I cannot stand here and tell you that I understand everything He is doing. I can’t understand how 
His sovereignty plays out in my own life, let alone anybody else’s life. I know that He’s good. I know that He’s good. And I 
know that in His kindness—His kindness—He is leading us to repentance. That’s what Jesus is saying—no matter what 
the event, no matter what is going on, stop—it’s a warning and God’s warnings are always good. God’s warning is always 
grace to us. 

Acts 17:30-31, 
 

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 
31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
God is commanding everyone, everywhere to repent. This is the message of the kingdom, right? Repent, the 

kingdom of God is at hand. 
So, Jesus lays this on them. They were already trying to get out from underneath this heavy teaching and Jesus 

says, “Alright, let me tell you a story.” I kind of picture these guys thinking they had a good theological question and they 



could have a good philosophical discussion and kind of lighten the mood. But Jesus just throttles down. Jesus just looks 
at their faces and says, “Okay, let me tell you a story. Let me give you a parable.” So, He says this. 

 
“And he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking 

fruit on it and found none. 7 And he said to the vinedresser, “Look, for three years now I have come 
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?” 
 
Why should this tree soak up nutrients? 
 

 8 And he answered him, “Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9 
Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’” 
 
Jesus could tell they were wrestling with this, so He says, “Picture this.” When Jesus tells parables, we need to 

be sure that we don’t try to fit every aspect of the story into some theological category. Usually, these stories have one 
main point that Jesus is trying to teach us. So, He asks them to picture this vineyard, and right away, by the language 
Jesus is using, they would have known that He was talking about Israel. Repeatedly, in the Old Testament, God would 
refer to Israel as a fig tree, or a vineyard, or vines. So, He was saying that there was a fig tree that was not bearing any 
fruit and so the owner came and said, “For three years I’ve waited. No more. Cut it down.” But the vinedresser, the one 
in charge of the orchard, or the vineyard, said, “Give me one more year. I’ll dig around it and the water will get to the 
roots better. I’ll take special care of it. I’ll fertilize it good.” I consulted people who know Greek and it seems the 
language He is using here translates to it being unlikely that it will, but if it does, good—but if not, and that seems more 
likely, and it continues to not bear fruit, destroy it. Jesus makes it clear that this is what is going on. This is the time that 
we live in. This is so gracious, because what He is saying is, “Right now, this is the time for the Gospel. This is the time for 
the good news. Repent and receive forgiveness. Repent of your sins to escape judgment. The axe is at the tree and God’s 
judgment is coming. It’s appointed unto man once to die and then to face judgment.” God has appointed a day in which 
He will judge the world in righteousness, and Jesus said that unless you repent you will all likewise perish. Jesus isn’t 
talking about tower falling on us. He’s not talking about a governor killing us as we make sacrifices. He’s saying you will 
likewise experience eternal damnation, eternal wrath. That’s heavy. But do you see the hope? What’s He doing? He’s 
giving time. He’s giving time. To this crowd that is standing before Him, Jesus is saying, “Repent, now. Receive the good 
news, receive my teaching, receive the Gospel. Be forgiven of your sins.” 

This is a quote from a pastor in D.C., Mark Dever, 
 
“The vinedresser says, ‘If it bears fruit, good. If not, cut it down.’ There are two ways to live. There are 
two roads to go. Two different eternities.” 
 
I don’t know if you saw this. This hit me as I was reading through the text this week. He doesn’t tell the end of 

the story. Do you see that? He tells this parable but He doesn’t bring it to a conclusion. What happened to the fig tree? 
Right? Did it make it? Is it still there bearing little figs? We don’t know. He doesn’t tell us. Why? Listen to what Mark 
Dever says, 

 
“He doesn’t tell us what happened to that tree. Because friend, that story is there deliberately left open 
by Jesus for you. So that you would finish the story in your own life by bearing the fruit of repentance of 
sins, and turning toward God, and trusting in Jesus. Friend, how have you responded to the reminders 
God has given you of your own mortality?” 
 
Do you see it? He leaves it open. He doesn’t tell us what happened to that fig tree. We know what happened in 

Israel—by and large they rejected the Gospel. Their temple would be torn down and they would be dispersed and 
oppressed again. Not all of them, but by and large. But do you see that everything that has happened to Israel has been 
for our instruction? Dever said the story has been left open for you. Why? Because right now—today is the day of 
repentance. 

For some of us, we have held on to self-righteousness. For some of us, we have held on to addictions that blind 
us to the Gospel and we have gotten comfortable with hearing the truth and not responding to it. And Jesus is warning, 



“What’s wrong with the world? Oh, people are dying because of sin.” And after death comes judgment but today is the 
day of repentance. So, what’s the message? Repent, let go, surrender to Jesus. 

Listen to how one of the commentators talks about repentance, 
 
“Confession is the intellectual aspect of repentance: we know in our minds that we have sinned. Contrition is the 

emotional aspect of repentance: we feel in our hearts that we have sinned. Change is the volitional aspect of 
repentance: we resolve in our wills that we will go and sin no more…But even that is not enough. We have not truly 
repented until we have started turning away from sin and towards the righteousness of God.”116 

 
That’s good. Our mind, our emotion, our will. Here we like to talk about repentance as submission. It’s total 

submission. I don’t get to come to Jesus with things clinched tightly in my fist. Let go. Submit and surrender to Jesus. 
Turn toward Him knowing that I can’t produce that fruit. I can’t produce the fruit of righteousness. What is the fruit that 
Jesus is looking for in our lives? What is the fruit that the vinedresser was looking for on the tree? 

Galatians 5:22-23, 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.” 
 
We know we can’t produce that on our own. We can’t muster those things up. That that would be the story of 

your life. Jesus said, “Go and bear fruit. Go and bear the fruits of repentance.” 
Jesus would preach so clear and simple. The illustration is simple. The teaching to these men is simple but it’s 

very pointed and very personal. Even in the life of a believer, “Am I living a life of repentance? Is my life bearing fruit 
that evidences the Gospel’s work in my life?” Jesus gives us such hope and I think that’s why Luke, in knowing that Jesus 
told that parable and left it open, is why he puts this next story in. Because, yeah, God’s judgment is coming. By and 
large, Israel rejects the Gospel, and right here Luke puts in this story of a beautiful woman who receives the Gospel. She 
becomes a picture not only of what the Gospel looks like in our life but the hope that we have for all of eternity. I don’t 
know if she was physically beautiful but her response to the Gospel is beautiful. 

 
“Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And behold, there was a 

woman who had had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully 
straighten herself. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said to her, ‘Woman, you are freed from 
your disability.’ 13 And he laid his hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and she glorified 
God. 14 But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the 
people, ‘There are six days in which work ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, and not 
on the Sabbath day.’ 15 Then the Lord answered him, ‘You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the 
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it? 16 And ought not this 
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the 
Sabbath day?’ 17 As he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the people 
rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.” 
 
Go there in your mind and picture this scene. We know that at the end of chapter 9 that Luke takes a sharp turn. 

It tells us that Jesus set His face toward Jerusalem—Jesus has one mission. It is to preach the kingdom but He will do it as 
He marches toward Calvary. Jesus is going to make all the physical healings that He has been doing, all the miracles that 
He has been doing, mean something forever. It means that He has to go to the cross. So, He is marching to Jerusalem. 
He comes to this synagogue and Luke puts the story right here so we see the hope of the Gospel. Jesus is teaching in the 
synagogue and it’s crowded. I don’t know how big those rooms were but, no doubt, it was crowded as people knew that 
Jesus was going to be there. And Jesus stops everything because He sees this woman. He sees her. Not just that He 
physically saw her but He sees this woman and He knows the condition of her body, He knows the condition of her soul, 
and He sees her. She is all bound up physically and spiritually. This disability is demonic, Satanic. Jesus sees her. No 
doubt she is at the back of the room. One, because in that society, as a woman she would have been in the back of the 
room. And she is at the back of the room because not only is she a woman but she’s disabled. Again, they would have 
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thought it was because of some sin—her parents’ sin, her sin. Maybe people have tried to be kind to her, but eighteen 
years? Eighteen years she had no relief—surely she was getting what she deserved. But Jesus sees her and He calls her 
to himself. 

Picture this scene in your mind. Everyone is crowded around and Jesus calls this woman to come forward from 
the back of the room. He waits until she is close enough to touch. Imagine this in your mind. She is doubled over. She 
can barely walk. She is shuffling slowly and anticipation is building in the room. Half the room is anticipating that Jesus is 
going to do something awesome. “I heard He opened the eyes of the blind…I heard He raised a dead man…What’s He 
going to do to this woman?” The anticipation of hope collides with the anger, the frustration, of the religious leaders.  
“He’s addressing this woman in our synagogue…Is He going to heal her on the Sabbath?!” She’s shuffling. I imagine it’s 
hard for her to breathe, feeling the eyes of everyone on her back, but Jesus has spoken to her. Jesus has told her to 
come forward. And when she is close enough to touch, He puts His hands on her. You couldn’t do that. But Jesus did. He 
puts His hands on her and says, “Woman, you are free.” The King James says, “Woman, thou are loosed!” He frees her. 
Physically, with His hands on her, she stands up and her body is made whole. No physical therapy, no shock treatment, 
no steroids—she straightens up and her body is healed, but more than that, she is free. She is free. She is delivered. In 
her obedience, as He called her, as He spoke to her, as He commanded her and she obeyed, she demonstrated the heart 
of repentance. She does not hold onto guilt. She doesn’t hold onto shame. She doesn’t hold onto her identity. She sees 
Jesus, she hears Jesus, she obeys Jesus, and He delivers her completely. It’s beautiful. It’s the Gospel. It’s why we preach 
repentance. Because Jesus saw us bound up by sin. Jesus saw us enslaved to Satan, unable to free ourselves, unable to 
lift our head, and Jesus, just like with this woman, initiates with us. 

I love this story. She doesn’t call out to Him. She doesn’t call out to Him, she doesn’t crawl to Him, friends don’t 
bring her to Him. I love this story’s uniqueness because it’s all Jesus. Jesus initiates. That’s us. We were dead in sins and 
trespasses, unable to save ourselves. We didn’t come to God on our merit. We didn’t crawl to Him. Jesus came to us. He 
saw us. He humbled himself and He left the throne of glory. He humbled himself to becoming a little baby in the womb 
of a virgin girl. Talk about a small, small beginning. He took on humanity and took on flesh so He could identify with us 
and what it means to be human, so He could rescue us. 

Listen to Hebrews 2. You knew I was going to go there at some point. Hebrews 2:14, 
 

“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and 
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For surely it is not angels 
that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in 
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to 
help those who are being tempted.” 
 
He took on sin. He took on death. Why is He marching toward Jerusalem? Because He is going to make from the 

cross, from the grave, and from His resurrection, what He just did for this woman physically, possible for us spiritually. 
To be freed from sin once and for all. Once and for all free from the bondage of sin and death. 

But, of course, there is this religious leader. There is this synagogue official. It’s so awkward. Do you picture it? 
Are you still there in your mind? This woman has just stood up and she’s praising God after eighteen years of suffering. 
That’s no joke. Eighteen years of not being able to straighten her body and she is healed and she’s worshipping. No 
doubt, Jesus is grinning ear to ear as He sees the result of her deliverance, knowing what it means not only for her right 
now but for all of eternity. No doubt, in half the room their eyes are welling up with tears, knowing what just happened 
for this woman. They had believed for all their lives that it was retribution for sin and now knowing that God forgives 
and heals and that Jesus is more than just a man. Then, out of nowhere – I picture this man being short, just a little 
sawed-off man – and he stands up. This is embarrassing for him. I hope that at some point he got it and that he is 
laughing about it in Heaven, but … He stands up and He doesn’t even address Jesus. He doesn’t even talk to Jesus. He 
addresses the crowd and his feathers are ruffled and he says, “Grrr…There are six days you can be healed!! But not on 
the Sabbath!!” The crowd is like, “What?! This woman is still worshipping. How do you get there? How blind are you?” I 
wish I had been there. I would have pretended to be blind. I’d have been like, “Oh, okay. So, I can come back tomorrow 
and you can make me see?” This man would have stuttered, “Uh…oh…well, not specifically any day of the week but just 
not today.” “So, you can heal people? Is that what you are offering? Are you offering the deliverance that Jesus just 
displayed if I come back any other day of the week? – You can’t do what Jesus just did! Your dead religion cannot offer 



what Jesus offers through the Gospel. You are powerless.” This man is bound up. Do you see the real picture? She’s been 
made free because in humility she repents. She obeys Jesus. This man is all bound up in sin and he can’t see anything. He 
can’t see her; he can’t see Jesus; he has a wrong view of the Sabbath; he misses the whole point. He doesn’t understand 
the Sabbath because he doesn’t understand the law, because he doesn’t understand the heart of the Lawgiver. He 
misses it. It’s tragic. 

But this celebration takes place. Do you see it? Verse 17, 
 

“As he said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all the people rejoiced at all 
the glorious things that were done by him.” 
 
Jesus confronts him. Do you see it? It’s like, “Over here—stop talking to them and talk to me. Look me in the 

eye.” I’m paraphrasing. “Man, you’re a hypocrite. You are playing the part but you are phony, man. Which of you, you 
religious elite, don’t untie your ox on the Sabbath? Do you not untie your donkey and let him drink? Of course, you do.” 
Even in their manmade religion—because this was not part of the law—nowhere in the law does it say you can’t heal on 
the Sabbath. They made that up. But they also made provision for taking an ox to get a drink. You could take a donkey to 
get a drink. You could untie them to do that. Jesus says, “How much more—how much more—how much more should 
the Gospel not untie this lady from her disease and from her sin? She’s a daughter of Abraham.” I believe that what He is 
saying is not only is she a physical descendant of Abraham, she’s a descendant of Abraham by faith, and that will not be 
taken away from her. But those who don’t repent—those who hold on to pride, those who hold on to addiction, those 
who hold on to dead, meaningless religion that is devoid of the grace and mercy of Jesus—will perish. 

Then, this little celebration takes place. Do you see it there in the synagogue? Half the room is dead silent, 
sitting in shame and stunned silence, and the other half—do you see it—they are worshipping God. 

 
“All the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by him.” 

 
I picture Jesus sitting there in this moment, and they are celebrating that this is the real meaning of the Sabbath. 

I encourage you, if you missed it, go back to when we preached on Luke 6:1-11, regarding the Sabbath. Go listen to that. 
He restores the real meaning of the Sabbath. It’s supposed to be a day of celebration. It’s supposed to be a day when we 
look to what our ultimate reward is—eternal rest and eternal worship service of our God. It is happening right here. Not 
only should we heal—this is the best day to heal. They are having a real Sabbath. I imagine Jesus sitting there and He is 
surrounded by people worshipping the Father. Jesus knows, “This is why I’m going to the cross.” He made this a reality. 
This small celebration is about to turn into something huge. What’s going on in this little synagogue, in this corner of 
Jerusalem, is about to spread to all the nation of the earth, throughout time. Do you see it? It’s why He says this, in verse 
18. 

 
“He said therefore…” 

 
Because of this… 
 

“He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like 
a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and 
the birds of the air made nests in its branches.’” 
 
Y’all have heard this. Maybe you haven’t. The mustard seed was the smallest seed they had in Israel. It was a 

tiny seed, inauspicious. It was this little seed planted in the ground but when it grew to maturity could be ten feet tall. It 
could support birds and they could make their home in it. It was so small but it was going to grow. 

Then, He says it again, 
 

“He said therefore, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? 19 It is like 
a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his garden, and it grew and became a tree, and 
the birds of the air made nests in its branches.’ 

20 And again he said, ‘To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? 21 It is like leaven that a 
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, until it was all leavened.’” 



 
Just a small lump of dough until the leaven goes through it. You can’t see it working but it grows. Apparently, 

this would eventually be enough food to feed a hundred and fifty people. It’s a parable, right? He’s giving an illustration. 
He’s saying that what starts out small—this moment, in this synagogue, with just this one person who has been freed, 
and we are worshipping God, and the Father is being honored—this is going to spread to the ends of the earth, 
throughout all ages, until one day we will stand before the throne. Right? This is the hope—that we will not perish but 
will have everlasting life. That we won’t be cut down in our sin and judged but that we will be given the righteousness of 
Christ. Our hope is that we will stand before the throne, and every nation, every tribe, every tongue—there will be no 
place for racism. No place for racism. 

Pause. For the child of God, for the Christian, what did that Pharisee, that synagogue ruler, demonstrate? He 
didn’t have compassion on her because he didn’t know Jesus. If you are a child of God, if you are a son of daughter of 
the Most High who has been forgiven of your sin, saved by Jesus, placed into the Body of Christ, into the kingdom of God 
that is made up of all races, all tribes, all tongues, who will spend forever with our brothers and sisters from every corner 
of this world, worshipping Jesus—let’s be clear. Right? There is no place for racism. All that does is demonstrate a heart 
that is not regenerated. All that does is show a heart that is full of hatred and not the kingdom of God. That’s something 
to repent of.  

Play. 2 Peter 3:9, 
 

“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.” 
 
So, the application is pretty clear, right? Repent. For some of you, please. Please repent. Please let go of sin. Let 

go of pride. Come to Jesus. Receive His grace and His mercy. As a believer—Jesus said in Luke 9, 
 

“If any would come after me let him deny himself, daily take up his cross, and follow me.” 
 
What’s He saying? “Live like me.” You no longer identify with the things of this world. You identify with what it 

means to be a child of the kingdom. Die to your sin. Die to temptation. And do what? Live like Jesus. What does that look 
like? Here, it looks like we need to see people the way that Jesus saw that woman. See people in their need. See people 
tied up and bound in sin and speak the truth to them. Call them to Jesus. Call them to Jesus, expecting that Jesus is going 
to rescue people by the Gospel. Right? We can do this. Obey Jesus. Be like Jesus. Tell people they can be free from sin 
and death if they will repent. We’ve got to call them to repent. Don’t think you are out sharing the Gospel because you 
tell people that you go to Red Oak. That’s good—let’s invite them—but that’s not sharing the Gospel. Don’t think that 
you are sharing the Gospel just because you tell them that Jesus loves them. They probably already think that. We’ve got 
to call them to repentance. It’s uncomfortable. It’s not fun but we’ve got to do it. It’s the Gospel. Call them to 
repentance and then tell them about the amazing love of Jesus; where He came and He took their place on the cross. He 
took their sin. He took their judgment. Judgment wasn’t removed—judgment was served to Jesus in your place. He took 
it all, and He absorbed it, and He rose again in victory over sin, and death, and the grave. Call people to repent. Let’s do 
that and let’s be faithful with the Gospel. 

Pray with me. 
Lord Jesus, God, I love you. God, thank you for the Gospel. I pray that as a church that we wouldn’t get over the 

goodness and the power of it. I pray as a church that we would continue to be faithful. I thank you for a church where 
people are sharing the Gospel and I pray that we would continue in it and that we would grow in it; that we would see 
people go from death to life and that we would see people loosed of the chains and the slavery to sin and to Satan, and 
see them enter your kingdom whole and made new. I pray that you would lead men and women to repentance tonight 
for your glory so that Jesus would be exalted. Lord, I pray now that you would receive our worship because you alone 
are worthy of it. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
(Brody Holloway) 
In Galatians 5, it says this, 
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. 

Against such there is no law.” 



 
We saw this picture of Christ displaying grace over against law; that law being lower-case ‘l’, manmade, man-

driven piety. And what we want to do this week is we want to live lives that reflect the fruit of the Spirit. It’s 
interesting—here in Western North Carolina we plant in May and by October everything is out of the ground. Some 
things get planted later and some things get harvested later. There might be some soybeans and corn that don’t get 
pulled out until November, but we have a season of planting, growing, and harvesting. In a tropical climate you will 
literally plant and harvest all year. You can put taters in the ground in January or you can put them in the ground in June; 
it doesn’t really matter. That’s what the Christian life should look like but too many of us have inconsistent patterns. We 
say, “Right now isn’t a good season for me,” but listen—there’s no good season and there’s no bad season. There’s just 
following Jesus and being conformed to His image and it looks different at different times. But in the life of a believer 
the fruit of the Spirit should always be on display. Sometimes that’s in suffering, sometimes that’s in seasons of relative 
ease and comfort, but the fruit of the Spirit is the work of the Holy Spirit in us and our souls should be fertile, tropical 
climates for that fruit to be displayed. It was really convicting tonight. It was very convicting, so I hope we will carry that 
into the week. 

Tonight’s benediction will be read from Ephesians 3—one of my favorite benedictions. Verses 20-21, 
 

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to 
the power at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
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Luke 13: 22-35 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn, if you would, to Luke 13, and we will start tonight in verse 22. We will be reading through verse 35. This is 

the Word of the Lord. 
 

“He went on his way through towns and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 
And someone said to him, ‘Lord, will those who are saved be few?’ And he said to them, 24 ‘Strive to enter 
through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 When once the 
master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at the 
door, saying, “Lord, open to us,” then he will answer you, “I do not know where you come from.”26 Then 
you will begin to say, “We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our streets.” 27 But he will 
say, “I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!” 28 In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of God but you yourselves cast out. 29 And people will come from east and 
west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the kingdom of God. 30 And behold, some are last 
who will be first, and some are first who will be last.’” 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod wants 
to kill you.’ 32 And he said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox, “Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures 
today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course. 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today 
and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from 
Jerusalem.” 34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! 
How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you were not willing! 35 Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you 
say, “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”’” 

 
Let’s pray. 
Lord, I pray for the blessing of the reading of your Word, the hearing of your Word, and the instruction that you 

would give us from your Word. May it be from you, by your Holy Spirit. Speak to our hearts. I pray that we would have 
the conviction and the exhortation to respond faithfully and accordingly. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
There are two main observations that we are going to look at in the text that I want to point out to begin with. 

One is the exclusivity of Jesus and the other is the inclusivity of Jesus. You have this sort of dynamic where in one text 
we have the exclusivity of Jesus being put on display, which just simply means that Jesus is the only way to salvation. 
Then, you have the inclusive nature of salvation, meaning that Jesus is the only way, but He’s the only way for all people. 
So, it doesn’t matter where you are from, what period of history you lived in, I started to say what planet you live on—
I’m eclipse minded117—what continent you live on, no matter where you come from, Jesus is the way. So, the inclusivity 
of Christ is the idea that Jesus is the Savior for all people. 

I remember having a conversation with a young man when I was a junior in high school. This is interesting in that 
I was not even a Christian. I was a cultural Christian, which is what we are going to talk about tonight and part of what 
Jesus is going to confront—the idea of cultural Christianity. I would have called myself a Christian because I grew up in a 
Christian house. Everybody in my family, both immediate family and extended family, were professing Christians. For 
many of you that is your background. Everybody in your house would say, “I’m a Christian.” Everybody in your world 
would say, “I’m a Christian.” For others of you that’s not the case. People would say, “No, I’m not a Christian. I don’t buy 
into that. I don’t believe it. I don’t put faith in that.” For me, everyone would have said they were a Christian. I don’t 
think they all were and I’m not being judgmental in that. I just think that as I’ve grown in my knowledge of the Gospel 
and knowledge of the Word, I think a lot of it was just sort of a cultural thing. 

So, I remember sitting in class and I had a really good friend who was Indian. His family was from India and they 
were devout Hindu. I had a conversation with him and I was trying to give an apologetic, a defense of the faith, and I was 
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trying to give a defense of the exclusivity of Jesus as the only way to salvation. At the end of the conversation, what we 
sort of settled on was, “I guess, for Hindus, you will get to Heaven your way, and for Christians, we will get to Heaven 
our way.” That’s not true. That’s not true. Jesus is the only way. In fact, He says in John 14, 

 
“I’m the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

 
So, Jesus is sort of declaring himself as the only way to salvation in this passage but He is also pointing out that 

His journey to Jerusalem is a journey that will gather and bring in all people from all nations. In fact, before He leaves the 
Earth, He says, “All authority has been given to me, so go preach the Gospel to all nations.”118 

Based on the authority of Jesus, people come to faith because of who Jesus is and what He’s done. It doesn’t 
matter where they are from or what their background is. It doesn’t matter if they come out of an agnostic or atheistic 
background or if they come from a Hindu or Muslim background. It doesn’t matter what a person’s background is—Jesus 
is the only way. So, through Christ the Gospel has to be explained and proclaimed, and the Gospel is the good news of 
the finished work of Jesus. We are going to look at both of those things, so let’s just walk through the text as we 
consider those two observations along the way. 

So, it says in verse 22 that Jesus was traveling. This is what most of His ministry looked like. He traveled around 
and He moved from town to village. We saw several weeks ago that He sent missionaries ahead who went in and sort of 
prepared the way in these villages. So, He’s traveling but He’s traveling specifically and He has a direction in mind. We 
learned back in Luke 9:51 that He had set His face toward Jerusalem. The reason He set His face toward Jerusalem is 
because Jerusalem was the heart of Israel and it was the place He would go to lay His life down and die for the sin of 
humanity. So, Jesus is going to Jerusalem. In fact, one of the Gospel writers uses a different phrase and says that He “set 
His face like flint.” The idea is that He sternly set His face toward Jerusalem. So, in Luke 9 Jesus has set His face toward 
Jerusalem and He is going to Jerusalem. 

Now, as He is going to Jerusalem, He is stopping along the way to do ministry. So, He’s stopping in villages, and 
towns, and cities. He is not making a beeline for Jerusalem—He has a plan. He has a plan and a timeline. He intends to 
die during the Passover for a number of reasons that will be brought into the story because of the Passover significance. 
So, at the time of Passover, Jesus will lay His life down in Jerusalem, but right now He is on His way to Jerusalem and 
He’s doing what He said He would do in building His kingdom. He’s taking the Gospel to set captives free, and His 
ministry is a ministry of healing, and preaching; and oftentimes in healing and preaching, He’s confronting the religious 
fanatics of the day. So, Jesus will confront pagan ideology, and confront the Pharisees, and Judaizers, and the Jewish 
legal people of the day, and confront their false teaching as we saw last week, specifically concerning the Sabbath and 
healing on the Sabbath. He will also just preach the Gospel. So, a lesson for us to learn in the way that Jesus did ministry 
is to be about the Gospel. Just be about the Gospel. You are going to have opportunities to address specific things in 
people’s lives. God is going to use you and use me, and God-willing, He will use us to specifically address specific 
situations in specific people’s lives, where maybe somebody is hurt and maybe somebody is needy. Many of us have 
experienced, just this year, a lot of hands-on ministry even in opening our homes and having people live in our homes. 
Many of you work in the fostering community. Many of you have a desire to do work in a specific area of our 
community, so we are going to use the platforms that God gives us along the way to minister to people. But, ultimately, 
as we are ministering to people, what we want to do is give them the cross. We want to point them to the cross. We 
want to point them to the work of Jesus. So, Jesus, as He is going along the way, is drawing people into the bigger work 
that He’s doing, which is going to the cross, going to Jerusalem. He’s going to get to the cross. 

So, for us, in terms of how we do ministry, everything that we do is to point people to Jesus; specifically, to point 
people to the cross of Christ. It’s all about the cross. We often say around here that it’s all about Jesus, and it is all about 
Jesus, and specifically it’s all about the cross of Christ; what He accomplished at the cross, why He went to the cross, and 
what the significance of the cross is. All of that is very critical to the way we do ministry. So, if we work to help meet the 
specific needs of people on a day-to-day basis, whether that’s food and clothing or education…This church is passionate 
about doing local ministry. We are very committed to local ministry. Our Pinwheel program119 is getting ready to start up 
and we are going to share our lives with kids, and families, and help them with their education, and give them food, and 
meet specific physical needs, but the end goal in all of it is to give them Jesus. Amen? Is that what we’re about as a 
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church? It is what we’re about as a church. That’s what we’re about. Right now, that’s what we are about as a church—
proclaiming the Gospel and giving people Jesus. 

So, Jesus would meet the needs of people. He would heal a blind person, or clothe a person who was 
impoverished, and do things along the way, but ultimately, His eyes were fixed on the cross, where He was going to 
meet the greater need that all humanity would have; namely, the need of salvation. He is going to do the work of 
bringing people into relationship through the cross of Christ. He’s traveling, and He’s on His way, but He hasn’t lost sight 
of what He came to do. 

In Philippians 2, Paul tells us that Christ is there with God and sitting on His throne but that He doesn’t consider 
that something to hold onto and to grasp, so He empties himself of that position and becomes obedient to come and 
serve among men, and go to the cross, and die in our place. So, Jesus does that. 

So, we get to verse 23 and it says that someone comes up to Him and asks Him a question. They say, 
 

“Lord, will those who are saved be few?” 
 
Now, Jewish rabbis had accepted a teaching and we know that it’s a pretty common practice that the Jews 

believed that all Jews would ultimately be saved. It was kind of this idea like a lot of Americans think. They think that we 
are ultimately the good guys and everybody else is the bad guys. Now, I’m as patriotic as the next guy, but humanity is 
humanity. Everybody bleeds red and everybody is born into sin. It doesn’t matter where you come from or what your 
background is. 

I’ll tell you this—if I do a short, family tree, lineage thing, there are a bunch of preachers in the tree. Okay? I 
don’t know how the family tree works, but I don’t have to do Ancestry.com to know this. I know for a fact that I had a 
great-great-uncle named Paul Caudill, who wrote commentaries and served as pastor of what was at the time the 
largest church in Memphis, which was larger than Bellevue Baptist that many of you are familiar with. He was a seminary 
professor. I have a grandfather who I know was a Baptist minister and the director of missions for Jackson County for a 
long, long time. My dad, in the earlier part of my life, pastored. He walked away from the faith but for years was a 
pastor. My grandmothers were both godly ladies. Many of you have lineages like this; spiritual, Gospel lineages. 

My mama freaked me out one time. She told me that when I was growing up that she would come into my room 
at night and rub oil on my feet and pray for me. I was like, “Why did you do that? Why didn’t you just pray? I’m kind of 
freaked out that you did that.” She was like, “I just wanted to anoint you with oil.” My mama is a little bit Bapticostal120. 
She gets excited about things like that and she would always remind me, “Hey, it worked. You’re a preacher,” and I was 
like, “Okay, you win that one. But don’t rub oil on my feet anymore. Please, don’t do that, even if I’m asleep. Okay?” 

A lot of us have family lineages but we know that every single individual in this room is responsible to respond to 
the Gospel call. Listen, young people, you are not a Christian because your mama and daddy are sitting here as 
Christians. If you’re eight years old, listen to me. If you’re nine years old, listen to me. If you’re ten years old, listen to 
me. Your faith has to be in Jesus, not in your mama and daddy. That’s important. We will help you understand that and 
we’ll support your family. If you don’t have a Christian family, or if you’re here as a friend or a guest, we will help you 
understand the Gospel. We will baptize you in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and help you 
walk in the Christian life. But every person must respond to Jesus one way or the other. We have to determine what we 
are going to do with Jesus. 

So, there’s this false teaching in the Jewish church, “We are Jewish and we are going to go to Heaven, 
ultimately,” but it was kind of discombobulated, because the Pharisees were trying to control people. They would try to 
use fear and scare tactics to try to make people think, “Maybe I’m not going to go to Heaven if I don’t do this, and this, 
and this.” It was really confusing, so somebody came up to Jesus and asked, “Is there like a certain number of people 
who are going to be saved?” Maybe he’s asking if it’s just the Jewish people or do Gentiles really get to be saved. I don’t 
know exactly what his angle was. But, just like we saw in the text last week, where these people come up to Jesus and 
bring up the tower that fell and all the people Herod killed. They said, “What’s the deal? Are people being judged?” And 
the point we got out of that was that Jesus said, “What you need to be concerned about is the hardness of your own 
heart. What you need to be concerned about is your salvation. Don’t worry about somebody else right now. Worry 
about yourself.” It’s the same idea here. Jesus is going to turn this on them and say, “Listen, don’t worry about how 
many people; worry about one person, namely, you.” You worry about your own salvation. Everybody has to give an 
account for what they do with Jesus. Everyone will stand before the Lord and give an account for what they have done 
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with Jesus. I’m going to stand before the Lord and I’m going to give an account for what I’ve done with Jesus. If I’ve 
surrendered to Him, and submitted to Him, and received the Gospel, then Jesus is going to stand in my place in that day. 
I will stand uncondemned because Jesus took my condemnation. 

Now, there seems to be an idea that’s prevalent in Jesus’ teaching and we saw it several weeks ago in the 
parable of the sower. It’s this idea that a lot of people are going to hear the truth and hear the Gospel, but a lot of 
people are going to hear the Gospel and not receive the Gospel. A lot of people are going to hear the Gospel and initially 
seem to receive it but then they are going to walk away from it. So, Jesus will often talk about things like, does your life 
produce fruit or is there evidence of your salvation? The Word of God will tell us that we have to work within our 
salvation to produce that fruit. We are going to live by the Spirit, walk by the Spirit, contend for the faith, labor, work, 
and toil. Okay? So there’s this cultural idea where we live here in the Bible Belt that, “Well, when I was a kid I made a 
profession of faith.” Typically, someone would say, “I got saved.” What happened is that there was a moment when they 
accepted what they were hearing in that moment, but oftentimes they have lived a life—and I don’t want to say ‘they’ 
as if I’m casting judgment—I’m saying to do self-examination for all of us. Okay, I made a decision and I said a prayer but 
then I just like of hung everything on that and now I’ve been living the rest of my life just the way I want to live it. Then, 
when I wonder about salvation I point back to when I was a kid and I said that prayer. 

At our men’s conference last spring, Gar was using an illustration that stuck with a lot of people. I’ve used it a 
lot. He was using the illustration and talking about the whole armor of God in Ephesians 6. We take the helmet of 
salvation, but then how foolish it would be to wear a helmet and go into battle completely unclothed and unarmed, 
except you have your helmet on. That’s sort of the way a lot of Christians are going through life. “Well, I got saved.” 
“Okay, so you’re wearing the helmet of salvation. What about the breastplate of righteousness? Where’s the sword of 
the Spirit at work in your life?” These are things that, as a Christian, I need to self-examine and say, “Is the Word of God 
part of my life? Am I pursuing Christ? Am I longing for fellowship and union with Christ daily in my life? Am I seeking to 
love people well?” 

Go back a couple of chapters, I think it was in chapter 10, where Jesus was talking to a lawyer right before He 
told the story of the Good Samaritan. This man said, “What do I have to do to be saved?” and Jesus answered, “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and love your neighbor as yourself.” If we do those two 
things right, it’s going to be evidence of salvation that’s at work. Because what happens is that salvation saves us and 
then begins working in us to conform us to Jesus. Then, God will turn around and say through Paul, to the Philippians, 
“Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.” There is a work to be done. There’s a labor to be done. 

So, in verse 24, Jesus uses the word ‘strive’…”Strive to enter through the narrow door.” Jesus uses the word 
‘strive’ to describe what it’s like to take hold of and live out the Christian life. Jesus often uses hard teaching to describe 
what the Christian life is like. In some places, He uses the word ‘wrestling’, like a wrestling match, or a boxing match, or 
a fight, or combat, or war, or labor in a field, putting your hand to the plow, or digging a hole or a ditch. He uses 
different terminology to talk about the Christian life but it carries with it the idea of hard physical labor. 

I would say to you parents that one of the best things you can do is to impose on your kids hard physical labor. 
That’s one of the benefits of being a parent. Make them stack firewood. Make them run a weedeater when they can’t 
even hold it up—they’ve just got to drag it along. They will learn to appreciate higher education. They will learn to aspire 
to great things. But it’s critical to learn things like hard work ethic, and that sweating is good for you, and backbreaking 
labor is what we were made for. So, we need to understand what physically demanding work is like, because oftentimes 
there’s a spiritual parallel. Jesus says, “Take my yoke and be yoked with me because I’ll make your burden light,” but the 
idea is still that we are yoked up. If we are under the yoke with Jesus, He’s doing the heavy lifting but you don’t want to 
be having your feet dragged along. I want to be embracing the Gospel with Christ. 

So, He uses the word ‘strive,’ which, interestingly enough, is a word that has to do with combat in the arena. It 
would be like combat sports, or wrestling, or fighting, or boxing, or something like that. It’s a graphic word that 
describes the Christian life. So, He says to work hard to get through the narrow door. Then, are we going to say that 
Jesus is teaching here that we get saved by hard work? Well, no, we know that’s not true. Remember, any time you 
come to a place in Scripture where you are a little bit confused and you think, “Is He saying here what I know can’t be 
true because it contradicts everything I’ve ever heard?”… We know that salvation is by grace through faith. Both of 
those are a gift of God. We know this. We know that salvation is a gift that comes to us from God and it is grace and 
faith at work. We know that grace and faith are at work, and God has given us grace, and given us favor, and He’s 
enacting faith in us, and empowering that faith. But here’s where a lot of people sort of stop—it’s grace through faith—
but the next step is obedience, and effort, and sweat, and labor, and toil. That’s where it comes in. So, the striving is 
there and it’s the evidence of me acting out in obedience to the Lord’s commands. This is why when we baptize 



someone we are baptizing them in obedience with God’s command to baptize them and then we are making disciples 
and teaching them the commands in Scripture. So, striving is part of the Christian life. God has never laid out for us in 
Scripture a Gospel that says, “You are saved through grace so live through grace in a way that you do whatever you want 
to do. You can be lazy, you can unplug, you don’t have to grab hold of the plow.” In fact, Paul tackles that idea in the 
book of Romans, at the end of Romans 5, when he says that when sin increases in a person’s life, grace increases all the 
more. He then turns right around and he addresses what he know people are going to do and say, and he says, “What 
would you say to that? Should you just keep sinning so that grace can increase?” And he says, “Absolutely not! How can 
you continue in sin if you’ve received grace?” So, the biblical idea that grace is given and salvation is unearned is very 
clear, but right in the same vein with that teaching is the idea that, “Okay, because I’m the recipient of grace there is a 
lot of work ahead of me.” Getting saved and then receiving the Gospel leads to a demanding life; a life of work, and 
effort, and labor for the cause and the sake of the Gospel. Not that we earn God’s favor but because obedience follows 
faith, and obedience is always going to be action—faith in action. So, when he says to strive he is not contradicting the 
Gospel of salvation by grace. 

Now, Jesus says, 
 

“’Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be 
able. 25 When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside 
and to knock at the door, saying, “Lord, open to us,” then he will answer you, “I do not know where you 
come from.’”26 Then you will begin to say, “We ate and drank in your presence, and you taught in our 
streets.” 27 But he will say, “I tell you, I do not know where you come from. Depart from me, all you 
workers of evil!”’” 
 
We have to look at the context here. This is first and foremost not written to us. We always understand that 

when we are reading the Scripture. This was initially written to record what was happening in a conversation between 
Jesus and the people. Jesus is specifically saying to these people, “I taught—you heard me preach. I did miracles—you 
watched me do miracles. You’ve seen me in action.” He’s sort of painting a picture of an interaction between Him and 
people who saw the Gospel unfolding, who saw the initial stages of the kingdom of Heaven being laid. He’s saying that 
what’s going to happen is that people are going to say, “We heard you teach. We sat when you preached. We ate the 
food you provided with the loaves and the fish.” 

A good place to study is John 6, where Jesus provides the fish and the loaves for the masses. The very next day, 
those same people come back to Him and they say, “We want more of your teaching,” and He says, “No, you want more 
fish sandwiches, basically. You want biscuits and fish.” He knows their heart and He sees into their heart. He says, “If you 
want to eat something, eat my flesh.” That really trips these people out. He’s drawing them in and calling them to 
salvation by dying with Him at the cross of Calvary. He’s setting up what will be the continual teaching that we have to 
die with Christ. That’s why Paul would say to the Galatians, 

 
“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 

life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”121 
 
Jesus is going to teach that we have to die and partake in His death with Him. So, when these people are saying, 

“We ate and we heard you preach,” Jesus says to them, “Yes, but you rejected it.” Ultimately, they rejected it. So, just 
because we’ve heard –hearing—all that does is raise the responsibility for the hearer. If I hear the Gospel, now I’m 
responsible for what I’ve heard. 

Now, what Jesus is going to do is tell them that the only way to salvation is through Christ. So, I want to do a 
brief, cursory overview of Christology, particularly for our newer and younger believers and for our newer members. 
When we talk about the exclusivity of Jesus, that’s a big word, isn’t it, young people? Exclusivity means that Jesus is the 
only way to salvation. That’s all it means. The picture is that Jesus is like a door and through that door is the only way 
into salvation. So, how can we say this? How can this be? How is He the only way? Why does this matter? I want to give 
you a few thoughts from Scripture that show us the exclusivity of Jesus as the only way. I’m going to give four main 
points concerning the exclusivity of Jesus.  

The first is the virgin birth. There are four things about the virgin birth that we need to understand. 
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Number one. The virgin birth made clear that salvation is from the Lord. This goes all the way back to the initial 
promise of salvation in Genesis 3, after the first humans sinned. The first humans sinned and God said to those humans, 
“I’m going to send a man who is going to be born of woman and who is going to do what Adam failed to do.” So, Jesus 
was prophesied all the way back in the Garden of Eden.  

Number two. The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and full humanity in one person. Here is 
what we see with Christ. At times we see His humanity at work, at times we see His deity at work, and at times we see 
both at work at the same time. This is one of the great mysteries of the Christian faith—we believe that Jesus, in His 
earthly ministry, is fully God and fully man. There are many heresies—many false, demonic teachings—through history, 
that started in the early Church, that refute this and say they don’t believe in this. They believe He’s either God or man 
but He can’t be both. Some heresies will sort of try to soften the blow and say that sometimes He was God and 
sometimes He was man and He kind of went back and forth between them. Some would teach that He’s God when He’s 
in Heaven and He’s human when He’s on Earth but the two don’t mix. But, what the Bible teaches us and what the virgin 
birth opens the door for us to believe and understand is that He is fully God, placed in the womb of the woman by the 
Holy Spirit, and fully man, born of the seed of a woman, and somehow He is both, in one, at the same time, always. 
Amen? Do we believe that? Yeah, we believe that. Would we die for that? Yeah, we’d die for that. People have lost their 
heads over this one. This is important. This is an important doctrine. 

Number three. The virgin birth makes possible Christ’s true humanity without inherited sin. In Luke 1:35, the 
angel is speaking to Mary, 

 
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.” 
 
Jesus, in being born to Mary, makes it possible for Him to be totally human but He didn’t inherit sin. See, all of us 

were born already sinful. We inherited sin. So, by being born without having inherited sin, if He can then live a perfect 
life then He can die as a perfect sacrifice for our sin. 

The fourth thing about the virgin birth is that it makes it possible for Jesus to be the second Adam, making a way 
to remove the effect of the first Adam on our lives. So, everyone is either represented by the first Adam, which means 
you are represented by sin,-- because the Bible says in Romans 5 and in 1 Corinthians 15, that through one man sin 
entered the world and that death spread to all men, so that in Adam all men sinned. Adam is our representative and we 
are under Adam. But Christ is now the second Adam, and I can step out from under that first Adam and be under the 
second Adam, whose name is Jesus, and now I get to inherit what He gives me, which is righteousness. That’s a way 
better deal, isn’t it? I get to either be represented by the first Adam or the second Adam. The virgin birth makes it 
possible for Jesus to be the second Adam. So the virgin birth is the first step to understanding the exclusivity of Christ. 

Number two is by studying Jesus human weaknesses and limitations. Remember, Jesus submitted himself to a 
human body and a human experience. Here is what we know to be true—Jesus had a human body. Luke 2:52 said that 
He grew physically. We know that He was a baby, and then He was a twelve year old, and then he was a thirty year old. 
We see that process happening in Scripture. We also see that Jesus gets thirsty, hungry, and sleepy. As God, He was 
above these things. In embracing humanity, Jesus embraced these things, too. 

Additionally, in terms of recognizing Jesus’ human limitations, we know that He had a human mind. Again, in 
Luke 2:52, it says He increased in wisdom. He, additionally, had a human soul. In John 12:27, in facing crucifixion, said, 
“My soul is troubled.” Others often perceived Jesus as a man. The legitimacy of His resurrection brought many people to 
full conversion because they thought of Him as a human, they saw Him die as a human, and His resurrection blew their 
minds, then they embraced Him as God. So, the humanity of Christ is evident in His weaknesses and limitations. 

The third thing we are going to learn about the exclusivity of Christ is His sinlessness. The writer of Hebrews says 
that Jesus was tempted in every way just as we are but He was without sin (Hebrews 4:14). So that’s important. The 
sinlessness of Jesus is important to understand, because if He’s not sinless and He’s not perfect in every way then He’s 
not able to make sacrifice to atone for our sin. 

Number four. Jesus’ full humanity was necessary. In embracing that Jesus is the only way, we have to embrace 
that He had to become human. There was no other way…no other way. Because the blood of bulls and goats was 
insufficient but God, in His grace toward humanity, for a time and a season allowed the blood of bulls and goats to atone 
for people’s sins while He held back His wrath. All of that wrath was then poured out in full force on Christ when He 
hung on the cross. So, we have to embrace the fact that Jesus had to become human. 



I want to give you seven things about the humanity of Christ that we have to affirm, that we have to believe, 
that we need to understand. 

Number one. We have to believe that the humanity of Christ was necessary for representative obedience. None 
of us have obeyed perfectly. Jesus obeyed perfectly. He is our representative and He is our representative as one who 
has perfectly obeyed the will of the Father. Jesus perfectly obeyed the will of the Father. 

Number two is that Jesus was a substitute sacrifice. His humanity was necessary because if He doesn’t become 
human He cannot be a substitute sacrifice for us. The Bible says in Hebrews 2:16-17 that He was the propitiation for our 
sin. He stands in our place and dies, condemned, for us. He had to become human to do that. 

Number three. To fulfill God’s original mandate for man to rule over creation. Remember, Adam was told to rule 
over creation but, instead, he fell under creation, and ever since then man has been contending with creation and 
creation is contending back against man. But Jesus takes his place in authority over all of creation. We see it in His 
ministry, particularly if you read the first five chapters of Mark. You see Jesus display authority over wind, and storms, 
and diseases, and animals, and demons. It’s pretty fascinating. He had to become human in order to fulfill God’s original 
mandate for man to rule over creation. 

Number five. He had to become human to be our example and pattern in life. By being human, Jesus set an 
example for us. 1 John 2:6 says that we are to walk as He walked and to live as He lived. That’s what that word means. 

Sixth, He had to become human in order to lead the way for us in resurrection. Jesus had to become human so 
that He could die as a human and be raised to life as a human, so that God would then say that He’s the firstfruit or the 
firstborn in resurrection. He’s the firstborn of the dead. He’s the firstfruits of resurrection. Then, He brings all of us who 
are human with Him in that resurrection. But He has to go first. 1 Corinthians 15:23 says that Jesus is the firstfruit of 
resurrection and Romans 6 says we are raised with Christ. 

Lastly, He had to become human in order to become our sympathetic High Priest. We need a High Priest who 
has been tempted as we are. That’s what the Bible says. The Bible says in Hebrews 2:18 that He is able to aid us. He 
identifies with our temptation. Do you know that when you are facing temptation—y’all, I take so much hope in this—
It’s been doctrine, doctrine, doctrine so far, in this last little bit, but listen—doctrine has to lead to living. What we 
believe determines how we live. I’m not just throwing all of this out there because we want to have a Bible class on 
Christology. I’m putting this out there because this will drive and motivate the way we live our lives. Knowing that Jesus 
identifies with us when we are tempted—man, that’s like breath in your lungs as a Christian. It’s like, “Okay, He’s not 
going to hold condemnation over me. I’ve been saved by the blood of Jesus. I’ve been made righteous. And when I mess 
up, and when I fail, and when I fall, He identifies. He doesn’t identify with sinning, because He didn’t sin, but He does 
identify with sinning in the sense that He paid for sin. He felt the full wrath of God for sin. But even in temptation—when 
you are wrestling and struggling with temptation, He identifies with that. He knows what that feels like. The Bible says 
that He’s literally sympathetic. 

Do you love sympathy? A couple of weeks ago, toward the end of summer camp, a whole lot of people got sick. I 
never met the person this happened to but I was talking to a youth pastor and he said he had a female chaperone who 
was curled up, right outside of the bathhouse, on a bench, with a blanket. She was a forty or fifty year old woman. 
Somebody asked her what she was doing and she said, “I’m staying in a cabin way over there past the snack shack and 
I’m having to go to the toilet about every twenty minutes. I’m just going to stay here.” If you’ve ever been sick, you just 
want somebody to empathize with you and sympathize with you. It almost feels better instantly if somebody would just 
rub your head, bring you some hot chicken soup, and tell you, “I feel really bad for you right now.” It feels good, doesn’t 
it? It’s like, “They feel bad for me. That helps.” There is the old saying, “Misery loves company.” If I’m miserable and you 
are miserable, it makes me feel less miserable. There’s this idea that I’m happy if somebody else is miserable with me. 
It’s in the human psyche and human makeup to want people to identify with our struggles. I want somebody to know 
what I’m going through, and Jesus does, more than anybody else does. 

Let’s say that you go through something very difficult in your life—an illness, the loss of a family member, the 
loss of a job, a divorce—something very difficult. Maybe something horrific, like sexual abuse as a child. Then, you meet 
someone who has been through that same thing. It’s helpful when you can work through that with somebody, but still, 
they don’t know what you’re feeling and they don’t know what you are thinking. Do you know why? Because you are 
unique. The way you’re processing post-traumatic stress, the way you’re processing the wounds of a child, the way 
you’re processing the news of cancer, is not the same way that that person processed it. 

So, we feel good about the sympathetic ear, and it helps us, and we help each other go through things, and 
there is value in that, but if we can’t give people Jesus we can’t help them get all the way through it. Because Jesus 
identifies fully. Because He knows the mind, He knows the heart, and He knows the intention. At the cross He felt the 



pain, so He sympathizes and He empathizes with us in our weakness. That’s good news. So, He had to become human so 
that He could become our sympathetic High Priest. 

The Bible also teaches us that even in becoming man, Jesus remained fully God. There are many direct, 
Scriptural claims that He is God. The first one is that the Greek word ‘theos’, which is used of God, is also used of Jesus in 
passages like John 1:1, John 1:18, John 20:28, Romans 9:5, Titus 2:13, Hebrews 1:8,  and 2 Peter 1:1. Jesus is called God. 
So, when somebody says to you, “Well, the Bible never says that Jesus is God,” then they haven’t read the Bible. It does. 

Additionally, the Greek word for Lord is often used of Christ. In the Greek Old Testament, that word ‘kurios’, was 
often used to translate the name ‘Yahweh.’ When we are reading our English Bible and we see the word ‘LORD’ in small 
caps, specifically in the Old Testament, a lot of times you know that what was in the place there was the name ‘Yahweh.’ 
So, over in the New Testament, oftentimes Jesus will be linked up as Yahweh. In Luke 2:11, Luke 2:18, and Hebrews 
1:10-12. And other strong claims of deity are present, like when Jesus says He’s the “I Am” of Exodus 3. When He says 
He’s the God of Abraham. When He says that Isaiah, in Isaiah 6, looking on the throne room of God, seven hundred 
years before Christ came into the world, was looking at Jesus sitting on a throne. Jesus claimed to be God, make no 
mistake about it. People declared Him to be God. Ultimately, He was killed for being God. 

We could continue on this study of Christology for days and weeks, but the point we need to see in Jesus’ words 
to the people in Luke 13 is that He alone is the way to salvation and that is and has been the plan all along. Paul will later 
tell the Galatians that anyone introducing or teaching any other Gospel should be accursed. This means that to add or 
take away from the New Covenant of the Gospel that Jesus has laid out for us in the Bible will lead to condemnation. 

Lastly, on that point, you cannot disagree with one point that Jesus says, at any point in Scripture, and put your 
faith in Jesus. It’s an all or nothing relationship where you submit to Him and you believe in Him. If He says it, you submit 
to it. If He spoke it, you believe it. You don’t negotiate it. You don’t alter it. You don’t try to make it mean something 
else. You surrender to Christ wholeheartedly. There is no negotiating. 

If you want to read more about this get a good systematic theology book. Get Horton’s book122; or Wayne 
Grudem’s book123 is the one we use a lot around here. Do a study of Christology. As a church, we should, to a man, and 
to a woman, and to a child, know who Christ is, and we should know what the Bible teaches about Him. It’s important, 
because it tripped these people up. 

So, we get to verse 28, and he says about the place where people are cast out, 
 

“In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth…” 
 
Here, Jesus highlights two more critical doctrines for us to understand, specifically the doctrine of Hell. That Hell 

is real. Hell is a real place. Here’s what we know about Hell. In this context, in this passage, there is weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. The explanation of that would be that there is this mixture of frenzied panic, anger, and unmitigated 
rage—absolutely uncontrolled rage, and anger, and pain, and panic, and despair that nothing in this world could ever 
prepare somebody for. 

I remember talking to a Vietnam veteran one time and he said, “When I die I’m going to Heaven because I’ve 
already been to Hell.” You know what I thought? As bad as it was, the worst day in the worst environment on planet 
Earth cannot prepare a person for the unmitigated agony of separation from God for eternity in physical torment. It’s 
real. We need to know that Hell’s real. 

He tells us three causes for this weeping and gnashing of teeth that are really, really almost sad to think about. 
The first one is that these people are able to see the kingdom of God. Look at what He says about these people who 
were in this place of torment. 

 
“…when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God…” 

 
From Hell, somehow, the Bible teaches us, people will be able to see the glories of the kingdom of Heaven. 
Number two. They are aware of those who are in the kingdom of God, including Gentiles from every corner of 

the Earth. He’s speaking to these Jewish people and they are going to know who these people are in Heaven. In verse 
29, it says, 
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“People will come from east and west, and from north and south, and recline at table in the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
They are going to see the specific people who are there with the Lord and many of them are not Jews. It’s going 

to blow their minds, He’s saying. “Gentiles are there and you are not there,” is what He’s saying to these people. So, He 
says that’s what it’s going to look like. 

The third reason He gives for this weeping and gnashing of teeth is that these people have been thrown out. 
They’ve been expelled from the kingdom of God. So, the agony of Hell is real, these people are going to experience it, 
and for us, we need to understand it so that we will be motivated and driven to share the Gospel with people who have 
already heard about Jesus a lot of times. A lot of times we stop short because somebody says, “Yeah, I know about 
Jesus. Yeah, I’ve been saved.” But we need to live lives that are consistent with the Gospel because…. Listen, y’all, we 
live in a culture where everybody has made a profession of faith. Ninety percent of people have made a profession of 
faith. So, does it help if we try to get them to make another profession of faith? No, a lot of times they are inoculated to 
the Gospel because they think that the more they can profess faith in Jesus the more they can convince themselves they 
are saved, but there is no fruit. They are not walking as Christ walked. They are not walking in the Spirit. What they need 
to see is lives that line up and match up with the Gospel we profess. So, our lives need to reflect the Gospel we hold to. 
That’s going to be the witness that literally brings people to faith in Jesus. It will. So, we want to speak the Gospel in love 
but we also want to live a life that’s consistent with the Gospel. It should concern us. It should motivate our evangelistic 
witness. We need to carry this reality as a burden. 

I remember Spencer Davis doing a message one time where he threw a statistic out that the population of the 
state of Alabama dies daily on planet Earth.124 And if the way is narrow of those that lead to everlasting life, whatever 
the population of the state of Alabama is—several million—how many of them are going into an eternity separated from 
God by everlasting torment, where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth, and where they can see you and I seated at 
the table of God’s grace for all of eternity? Now is the time to do something about it. Now is the time to do something 
about it. Jesus was obsessed and driven with completing the task. We must be as well, but we must first be sure that we 
are in that number. 

Lastly, it says that Jesus sort of turns His gaze and His conversation toward Jerusalem. When they come up to 
Him, they say, “Herod is wanting to see you. Herod is asking about you.” Herod and the Pharisees hated each other. I 
don’t know what’s going on here but they are always conniving and they are always manipulating to try to get Jesus 
killed. So, there are two main things here that we need to know in that last section. 

Number one. We need to see the brokenheartedness of Jesus over the people of Jerusalem. This is the land that 
He loves. This is the heart of the nation. In the Old Testament, Jesus referred to Israel as His firstborn son. In other 
places, He referred to Israel as His bride. This is the original bride of Yahweh. This is the firstborn son of Yahweh. Moms, 
dads, think of your firstborn. That’s how Jesus saw Jerusalem. He wasn’t angry because they had killed the prophets. He 
wasn’t angry because they were going to kill Him. He was, in this moment, grieving over their rejection of the salvation 
that had been offered to them. So, He’s brokenhearted over the city of Jerusalem, the city that has represented His 
nation. 

The second thing we need to see is this, in verse 32. He says, “I finish my course.” 
 

“Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my 
course.” 
 
Remember what Jesus says on the cross when He is hanging there. He says, “It is finished!” From the time Jesus 

entered planet Earth as a human, He had one ultimate goal. That was to go to the cross and complete the work that God 
had sent Him to complete. And He did it. And here, again, we see that He is continually fixed in His gaze and His focus on 
getting to Jerusalem, and getting to the cross, and going to the cross, and dying on the cross, and laying down His life so 
that we might have salvation. Jesus is focused, He’s motivated, and driven. He says, “I finished my course!” May it be 
that we would be so focused on the cross of Christ. If He could look forward and fix His gaze on the cross that awaited 
Him, surely we can look back and constantly be reminded of the cross that provides victory for us over sin, and death, 
and Hell. 
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If you are here tonight and you don’t know Jesus, the cross of Christ is the place where salvation is made real for 
you. You can come to Jesus. He commands all people, everywhere, to repent; and through and by His blood to receive 
salvation. Let’s fix our eyes on the cross, and let’s test our salvation, and work it out in fear and trembling, and let’s 
strive to enter through the narrow door and bring as many people with us as we can, through the proclamation of the 
Gospel. Amen? Let’s pray. 

Lord, I pray that you would bring your Word to life in our hearts and our souls and that by it you would bring to 
death the works and deeds of the flesh. I pray that we would fix our gaze on the cross of Christ and live as those who 
have been redeemed, and who have been set apart, and been made new. I pray that we would bring the saving message 
of the Gospel to those that don’t know. I pray that this church would be a beacon of truth and that we would declare the 
same Gospel that Jesus himself declared; the Gospel of the kingdom of God, the Gospel of the cross of Christ, the Gospel 
that points to Calvary. I pray as we take, tonight, your supper in remembrance of your body broken for us and your 
blood poured out for us, as we reflect on the cross of Calvary, I pray that the words of John 13 that you spoke would be 
real in our hearts and minds and that we would see your commitment to our salvation played out. That we would know 
the way is narrow but that we can bring many with us if we would be faithful to proclaim the Gospel. You work through 
the evangelism of your people and the proclamation of the Gospel. We can be part of that and I pray that we would. I 
pray if there is one here tonight who doesn’t know you that you would draw them to salvation tonight and they would 
turn to you in faith. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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Luke 14:1-24 
Spencer Davis 
 

I hope everyone is doing good. Some of you are sleepy from the fight last night. Others of you are like, huh? 
Yeah, there was a fight on really late last night that apparently no one watched. 

So, turn to Luke 14. We are going to be hopefully going through the first 24 verses of Luke 14 tonight. If you are 
new to Red Oak, we just go through books of the Bible. We are in the Book of Luke. If you’ve been here for a while, 
hopefully you’ve had a chance to kind of pre-read this story, so you kind of have the framework in mind of what we are 
going to be talking about tonight. But, basically, tonight we are going to be talking about one meal and the 
conversations that happened within that one meal. To kind of set the stage, remember two weeks ago Rob preached 
one of my favorite passages of Scripture, which is Luke 13:1-20. Rob preached that passage, and toward the end of that 
passage Jesus ends up healing a lady on the Sabbath. This was a big no-no in this day because the Pharisees had made 
up these extra rules that said what you can and can’t do on the Sabbath. So, they said, “Jesus, you can’t heal anybody on 
the Sabbath.” Actually, they addressed the crowd and said, “Nobody come to be healed on the Sabbath. Come on a 
different day.” And Jesus publicly, in front of the whole synagogue, blasted these guys with questions they couldn’t 
answer. At the end of it, they walked away shamed and the crowd walked away rejoicing. So, the scene is sort of set 
with that story happening in the last chapter. Now, this story is when Jesus gets an invite to a really important guy’s 
house. He was a ruler of all the Pharisees. 

So, what we are going to do is look at this passage of twenty-four verses. I was saying this to Tyler before church 
started tonight. I don’t know why, but this passage is really hard for me. It was just really complex. Maybe it was that 
way for you and maybe it wasn’t. For me, it was just really complex, and I think it’s because it’s in layers. He’s in a feast 
but He’s using illustrations about a feast to talk about things that aren’t a feast and then some things that are a feast. It’s 
kind of like the Inception125 of passages, where you are like, “Where are we right now? Is He really talking about the 
feast or is He talking about spiritual realities?” So, hopefully, the Lord, by His Spirit, will give us the ability to understand 
this. 

So, we will start in verse 1 of Luke 14. I’ll say this—I’ve laughed more in this passage than I have any other 
passage of Scripture in a long time. I really enjoyed it because it’s very nuanced with the human element in it. Verse 1, 

 
“One Sabbath, Jesus went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees and they were 

watching Him carefully.” 
 
So, you can already smell a setup from the beginning. “One Sabbath….” We know that a big deal had just 

happened here on a Sabbath. Let me just pause for a second. Before we get into this, we have to ask why these stories 
are in here. These stories tonight are not in here so we can just say, “Boo, Pharisees! You guys stink! Y’all are terrible!” 
We are supposed to get something out of this for ourselves, as well. So, when we read this we can’t just say, “Bad on the 
Pharisees—good on us.” We need to think what this is saying about us, because these stories aren’t just about feasts, 
and dinners; they are about hearts and treasures. Alright? 

So—“One Sabbath…” We know the trap is already set because something just happened on a Sabbath, not long 
ago. 

 
“One Sabbath, Jesus went to dine at the house of a ruler of the Pharisees and they were 

watching Him carefully.” 
 
So, maybe this is the same guy that got slammed by Jesus. Maybe it’s not; maybe it’s a different thing. But it’s a 

setup. You can smell it already in the first two words. “One Sabbath….” I can imagine the doors opening. Jesus walks 
inside and verse 2 says,  

 
“Behold….” 

 

                                                             
125 Movie critic, Roger Ebert, says of the film Inception, “The movie is all about process, about fighting our way through enveloping sheets 

of reality and dream, reality within dreams, dreams without reality.” 



Luke is so descriptive in the words he uses. I love it. He really captures the human element. 
 

“Behold, there was a man before Him who had dropsy.” 
 
So there just happens to be this man with this bad disease who is all of a sudden in this ruler of the Pharisees’ 

house? Clearly, it’s a setup. I’m imagining the door swinging open and the Pharisees are like, “Oh, hey, Jesus! Welcome 
this fine Sabbath evening. Come set next to my disabled friend. Hmmm….? Everything is cool here.” They might as well 
have been like, “Do you want some bacon-wrapped shrimp? Hmmm…?” “Maybe you could wrap up in this cotton-poly 
blanket? Hmmm…?”126 The trap is set and they are not being discreet about it at all. It’s like, “Oh, come on in! My 
disabled friend is over here. Why don’t you sit next to him? Welcome this Sabbath evening.” It’s great! The scene is 
already set. 

So, there’s a guy with dropsy. We don’t call it dropsy anymore. We call it edema. It’s basically a build-up of fluids 
and water retention. This could be just in an extremity or in your whole body. I was reading a little bit about it. It could 
be internal swelling and organ failure. But, the swelling is probably obvious. Parts of this guy’s body are swollen. The 
funny thing is, “Who is this guy?” I don’t know. Did they just grab him off the street, like, “Hey, you look sick. Let’s roll.” 
Or was he an actual friend. Later on we will see that this guy probably wasn’t invited and they just grabbed him, like, 
“This is going to work good.” So, his swelling is probably obvious and, thus, the trap. This guy is the bait. 

John MacArthur said this. They are kind of wooing him in with this guy who is disabled and MacArthur said that 
they are saying, “Hey, do a miracle so we can for sure not believe in you.”  So, you are going to bait Him into healing 
somebody so you can prove He’s not God. How does that work? 

The story goes on. So, just after the controversy when they were slammed in the synagogue, they are not going 
to repeat that mistake, but they need an answer to this question: “Can He heal on the Sabbath or is He going to break 
our laws?” These are laws that they made up. They are going to get Him behind closed doors and they are going to get 
to the bottom of this. They made up all these rules and said, “Here’s how you honor God; you can’t heal on the 
Sabbath.” So, they are trying to trap Him in so that if Jesus heals on the Sabbath they can say, “Aha! Lawbreaker!” If 
Jesus doesn’t heal on the Sabbath, they can say, “Aha! You are heartless!” They’ve got Him either way, right? So, they 
have this trap all set and ready for Jesus and they want to accuse Him again. 

Now, this is important: why are they trying to trap Jesus? At this point, are they trying to kill Jesus? Probably not 
in this story. Maybe they are trying to build a case but at this point they are trying to trap Him, I think, because they are 
the spiritual elite in this community. They are exalted, if you will. They are high, and this guy is coming in and He’s 
slamming them. Jesus is bringing them to shame in the synagogues, the last chapter said. They want for Him to be taken 
down a notch so that they can be taken up a notch. They want to keep this status of being exalted. They want to humble 
Jesus to exalt themselves. They want to bring Him in and get Him on this Sabbath issue. So, the trap is all set and ready 
to roll. 

In verse 3, Jesus demolishes the trap. 
 

“And Jesus responded…” 
 
Now, it was a response. They didn’t ask Jesus anything, but they were just like, “Hey, come on in. Grab a seat.” 

And Jesus responds to the trap and says what they were already thinking. He responds to the lawyers and Pharisees and 
says in verse 3, 

 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” 

 
They were like, “Darn it! That’s what we wanted you to answer but now you’ve turned it back on us.” Jesus just 

simply turned the trap back on them. It’s genius, right? They had Him all trapped with this guy with edema and He asks, 
“Can I heal him on the Sabbath or not?” and they are like, “Shoot, we’re done. If we say, ‘Sure, go ahead and heal him,’ 
then everybody will say we are lawbreakers. But, if we say, ‘No, no, you can’t heal him,’ then everybody will say we are 
heartless.” They are frustrated. Jesus responds, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath, or not?” He turns the tables on them 
so they are in the same place they were in the synagogue. Then it says in verse 4, 

 

                                                             
126 Old Testament laws prohibited the eating of shellfish and the use of mixed-materials fabric (Lev. 11:9-12, 19). 



“They remained silent.” 
 
He walks in, “Hey, Jesus, welcome in,” and He says, “Alright, is it okay for me to heal on the Sabbath or not?” 

Then, silence. It got super awkward. The dinner party is going great. Everything got really weird and silent. Jesus took the 
man and healed him and the Pharisees remained silent and stood paralyzed. They stood disabled and they were unable 
to decide. They fulfilled the proverb in Proverbs 26:27, where it says, 

 
“Whoever digs a pit will fall into it and a stone will come back on him who starts it rolling.” 

 
Proverbs 18:7, 
 

“A fool’s mouth is his ruin and his lips are a snare to his soul.” 
 
They dug a pit and they fell into it. They got trapped in their own trap. The passage says that Jesus healed the 

man and then took him and sent him away. The word is really that Jesus ‘seized’ him. Jesus grabbed him. We don’t know 
if He held him close. We don’t know, but it says that Jesus grabbed him, and He healed him, and He sent him away. This 
is a funny part of the passage, too, because I wonder, “Has supper been served yet?” Jesus walks in and asks, “Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath?” Silence. Jesus grabs him, heals him, and says, “You may go.” It’s such an awkward dinner party. 
The man probably wasn’t invited because he didn’t even stay. They probably just grabbed this dude off of the street. 
Jesus healed him and told him, “You may go.” The man is definitely relieved to be healed but let’s don’t blow over the 
fact that Jesus healed the man in their living room. He’s proving that He’s God. These men are watching with their own 
eyes as this man’s swelling reduces. They are seeing with their own eyes. They are watching this but they are so hung up 
on whether it’s okay to do it on the Sabbath that they are not thinking that the natural way the Earth acts has just been 
interrupted in their living room. They are hung up on the little issue as to whether it’s okay that Jesus is doing this. They 
wanted to be elevated and they wanted Jesus to be brought low. It’s crazy when you think about it. So, the Pharisees are 
the ones who are paralyzed and this man is now whole, and delivered, and sent out. So, the trap is disarmed and now 
it’s time to teach. So, let’s go into verse 5. 

Here’s where He starts the teaching. It’s really interesting because Jesus is at a feast, He’s at a dinner party, and 
He is teaching about feasts and about dinner parties. That’s where it starts to get confusing. Let’s go to verse 5. He 
doesn’t start the feast talk yet but He starts the teaching. So, in verse 5, Jesus says to them, talking about teaching on 
the Sabbath, 

 
“’Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a Sabbath day, will not 

immediately pull him out?’ 6 And they could not reply to these things.” 
 
Jesus returns to the same argument that He used in the last chapter in the synagogue. They couldn’t answer Him 

at the time and it turns out that they couldn’t answer Him in private either. The answer is clear. If your son falls into a 
well on the Sabbath day you aren’t going to go, “Aargh…I made up this rule…” You are going to heal your son. You are 
going to heal your animal. One thing I want to point out before we get into wedding feast illustrations is that this isn’t 
just about proper behavior. This goes deeper to heart issues. So, this isn’t about what you can and can’t do on the 
Sabbath; this has to do with where is your heart and where is your treasure. This has to do with heart issues, alright? 
Because zoom out and think about it. These guys would be fine pulling an animal out of a hole but not pulling a human 
out of physical and spiritual deadness on the Sabbath. That’s crazy. That’s a heart issue, not a legalistic, rule-keeping 
issue. Here’s a group of religious people who are far from true religion. So, the reality is that these guys are fine with 
bending the rules when it serves them, or they are fine keeping the rules if it serves them. John Piper puts it like this. He 
said, 

 
“To these guys, the Law was either rigid or rubber, depending on what served them best.” 
 
I think that this is human nature. For us, the Law is either rigid or it’s rubber, depending on what side of it we are 

on, right? We have laws against stealing, adultery, or lying, and these laws are either rigid or rubber, depending on what 
side of them we are on. If we are wronged, like if someone stole our stuff, or if someone committed adultery against us, 
or someone lied to us, the law is rigid and they must be punished. Then, the law is unbendable. But, if we are in the 



wrong, then now the law gets pliable. If we are the ones that told a lie, we are the ones who stole, we are the ones who 
committed adultery, then now the law is bendable. That’s what the Pharisees were doing. Here they bending the Law 
when it serves them and they are keeping the Law when it serves them. Because, this isn’t about the Law; this is about 
hearts. This is a dangerous spot that they are in and it’s a dangerous spot that all humans are in, where we use the Law 
of God to serve us. John Piper points out that this is not an inconsistent use of the Law; it’s a consistent use—you are 
consistently using the Law as it serves you best. There is consistency there. It’s not inconsistent. So, originally, the 
Pharisees had wrongly added to God’s laws to try to serve God better, but now the additions were only there to serve 
themselves. 

It goes on and it says, 
 

“They could not reply to these things.” 
 
They couldn’t respond. Jesus had completely exposed them, and what He had exposed is that they are not law-

keepers at all; because the Law is summed up with, “Love the Lord your God … and love your neighbor as yourself,” and 
they weren’t doing that. He’s exposing them as not being able to keep the Law. 

So, the question is, “What is He doing?” If they are not fulfilling the Law…their whole lives are built around the 
Law, so what are they doing if they are not fulfilling the Law? That’s where the parables come in; to show them what 
they are doing on the inside of their hearts. So, Jesus now tells two parables using feasts to describe what’s going on in 
their hearts. The first one, in verse 7, is the parable of a wedding feast. Keep the word ‘parable’ in mind, because this 
isn’t a parable like we normally think about it. 

 
“Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of 

honor.” 
 
So, when they came in they chose the places of honor and Jesus noticed this. Obviously, He knows human hearts 

better than any human does, so He notices when they come in that they are trying to get in the best seats. They are 
trying to get in the places of honor. He noticed how they did this. So, He’s talking about something that’s happening at 
the actual feast but He’s also talking about something that’s beyond the actual feast. 

 
“Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of 

honor, saying to them, 8 ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place 
of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and he who invited you both will 
come and say to you, “Give your place to this person,” and then you will begin with shame to take the 
lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he 
may say to you, “Friend, move up higher.” Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table 
with you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 
So, this parable is directed at the guests—the people who are there. The next parable is for the host. So, to the 

guests of the banquet, He says, “Don’t take the seat of honor at a wedding feast you are at.” A lot of us went to Adam 
and Maurie’s wedding yesterday and it was awesome. It was a lot of fun. They didn’t have one of those tables of honor, 
at least that I saw. I just sat down at a table. But, usually, when you go to a wedding or something like that, you are 
always careful to not sit on the front row where the family goes, or to that one table by itself because that’s where the 
family goes. What an embarrassment it would be if you were like, “I’m gonna plop down on this front seat and eat me 
some chicken,” and then they whispered, “Hey, that’s for Grandma. You gotta go.” 

So, in this culture, what they would do at a wedding is that they would have a kind of ‘U’-shaped table and the 
guest of honor would sit in the middle of the ‘U.’ The people that were to be honored most would sit closest to the 
middle. So, the most honored people would be closest to the middle and then as you fanned out there would be less 
and less honor. Probably, the empty seats would be at the ends of the ‘U.’ What an embarrassment it would be if 
someone said, “You’ve gotta get up, man.” You’d have to go all the way to the end with everybody watching you go to 
the only empty seat way down there at the end. So, the way Jesus is telling this is that if you are booted the only seat 
would be at the end. He’s giving the instruction to rather sit at the end and, if he wants to, the person of honor can 
move you up and then everybody will see that. 



The teaching is from Proverbs 25:6-7, which says, 
 

“Do not put yourself forward in the king's presence 
    or stand in the place of the great, 
7 for it is better to be told, ‘Come up here,’ 
    than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.” 

 
Here is a slight burn, because these guys should have known the Old Testament. They should have known not to 

do this, but they are physically and literally doing this right in the room with Jesus right now, but Jesus is teaching about 
a larger reality. We would agree about this—this is good teaching about weddings. I’ll keep that in the back of my mind 
so that next time I go to a wedding I’ll sit down low. But, obviously, this is not a speech about manners. Jesus is not just 
telling us to be a good wedding attendee. This isn’t a speech about manners. He goes deeper to the heart issue. This is 
the reason Luke calls this a parable, because when you think about parables they are usually stories to tell a deeper 
meaning. This isn’t a story but it’s still called a parable and that’s giving us a hint to the fact that He’s not just talking 
about weddings. That’s why Luke said ‘parable’—to give us a hint that Jesus is not just talking about weddings. He’s 
drawing out a deeper, spiritual point, that this goes deeper than banquet etiquette. It’s a physical act, what they are 
doing. They are positioning themselves higher, and higher, and higher, and wanting more honor. It’s a physical act with 
spiritual motive, because they wanted to be more important, more superior, and more exalted. That’s what they 
wanted. Even spiritually, what Jesus is showing here, is that these guys wanted to exalt themselves and bump Jesus 
down. There’s a physical illustration that’s going on at the table but it’s showing what’s going on in their hearts. They 
want to bump themselves up spiritually and bump Jesus down. These are hearts so proud that they would use a trap on 
Jesus and use the Law to try to humble Him and others to exalt themselves. This is not the sort of heart that is primed to 
hear the Gospel of Jesus emptying himself. Their hearts aren’t ready for that. Jesus is saying, “This is how you behave at 
a banquet but, in reality, this is how you behave before Yahweh. You are elevating yourself instead of humbling 
yourself.” This is the sort of heart that is totally out of place for religious leaders but that’s where these guys are at. 

Then, Jesus tells them a kingdom reality, 
 

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
 
It’s a kingdom reality that’s repeated over, and over, and over in the Scriptures. And I’ll tell you—this reality is 

totally against human nature. Look at the fight last night. Look at how these guys jawed on about how great they were. 
Look at politicians. Look at us. It’s totally against human nature to humble yourself. Totally. And Jesus is here using the 
feast. He’s exposing worldly motives, worldly actions, and worldly hearts. 

Philip Ryken says this, 
 
“For people who exalt themselves, who think they are good enough to stand before God on their own 
merits, the final judgment will be a total humiliation.”127 
 
It’s humbling. This other guy, whose name is Norval Geldenhuys, says, 
 
“Just as at a wedding feast, the occupying of seats of honor does not depend on a person’s self-assertive 
attitude but the discretion of a host…”128 
 
Did y’all get that? He’s saying that just like at a real wedding, it doesn’t matter how assertive you are, it matters 

what the hosts actually want and where they want people to sit. He says, 
 
“Just as at a wedding feast, the occupying of seats of honor does not depend on a person’s self-assertive 
attitude but the discretion of a host, so also a place of honor in the kingdom of Heaven doesn’t depend 
on self-assertiveness or on man’s opinion of himself, but on the righteous judgment of God.” 
 

                                                             
127 Ryken, Philip. Luke, Vol. 2; P&R Publishing, 2009. 
128 Geldenhuys, Norval. New International Commentary on the New Testament; Eerdmans Publishing, 1971. 



So, the one who humbles himself before God will, by God’s grace, be exalted on the last day. So, this is what 
Jesus is teaching them about their own hearts: You are wanting to exalt yourselves. You should be wanting to humble 
yourselves. 

At this point, the dinner party is not going great. The trap flopped and these guys are totally exposed. All the 
attendees have been rebuked so it’s super awkward. But is the party over? No, there is more awkwardness to come. So, 
Jesus starts back in and now He goes beyond addressing everybody at the feast. He points at the host and addresses this 
guy. Whoo! 

Verse 12, 
 

“He said also to the man who had invited him…” 
 
Remember, this isn’t just party etiquette; He’s talking about hearts. 
 

“When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. 13 But when you give a 
feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot 
repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
 
It’s a really weird teaching. This is the part of the passage that took me forever to study through, because I was 

wondering what in the world is He saying. He basically says, “Hey, when you give a dinner, don’t invite your friends, 
don’t invite your loved ones, don’t invite your rich friends. Warning! They might repay you. They might invite you back 
to their house and you don’t want that.” I was like, what? “Invite these other guys. Invite the poor because, 
congratulations, they will never pay you back. You will never be invited.” It’s such a strange passage. 

I think what human nature wants to do right here is to say, “Alright, He’s exaggerating. He’s saying to not invite 
friends over but clearly you have to have friends over, so this passage isn’t for me.” Human nature is going to say that 
and make you want to check out of this passage. It did that to me the first time I read it. You think, “What’s wrong with 
reciprocity? That’s good manners. If someone invites you over you give them an invite right back. What’s the big deal 
with that?” The warning is that we would see an exaggeration in the Scripture and tune out rather than tuning in to see 
what Jesus is saying. Why is He exaggerating like this? Why is He saying, “Don’t invite your friends”? It’s there for a 
reason. One reason that Jesus is using exaggeration here is because our actions are exaggerated. They are lopsided 
toward what will benefit us and it’s time to tip that scale back. Jesus isn’t saying to not ever eat with friends or to not 
ever eat with family. But don’t stop there. What is Jesus saying here  by saying to not invite your friends, or your 
brothers, or your relatives? He’s saying don’t just do what benefits you. Warning! This is all throughout the Scripture; 
don’t just do something so that you will be bumped up. He is using the same theme. Don’t just do something so that you 
will be exalted or so that you will be made higher. It’s the same theme here. This will kill your soul and it will stifle your 
eternal repayment. 

For me, this was one of the personal ouches in the whole passage, because Jesus is warning against reciprocal 
hospitality. I think how we serve others who serve us. We invite others so we get invited back. We include so that we are 
included. The question is, what if we stop doing that? What if we at least reduce that so that we can start inviting people 
over who will never pay us back? What if we invited people over and nobody knew about it? What if nobody tweeted 
about it? What if we never told somebody in a late night conversation, “Hey, I reached out to so-and-so”? Here, Jesus is 
saying, “If you reach out to these guys they can’t repay you, you will be repaid by me instead.” Whoo, that’s good. “He 
can’t pay you back with a back pat and a casserole dinner, but congrats, you will be paid by me.” That’s huge, and this 
struck me a lot because what if you invited this person over, nobody knew, and this person did nothing for you in return, 
not even a thanks? No reciprocal invite, no gift, no thanks. What if you did this? You would be mirroring Jesus. That’s 
what would happen. If you did this you would be mirroring Christ because He rescued us when we weren’t lovable, 
when we weren’t cool, when we weren’t good, when we could offer Him nothing in return. So, when we reach out and 
do the same to other people, when we reach out to those who can’t do anything in return, we will be mirroring Jesus. 

Ryken goes on and he says this, 
 
“If we are honest, we have to admit that many of our relationships are based on quid pro quo.” 
 



That’s a fancy way of saying that if you scratch my back I’ll scratch yours. If you invite me over for dinner I’ll 
invite you. If you watch my kids for a while I’ll watch yours, and so forth. There’s nothing wrong with this kind of mutual 
assistance but there is too much self-interest involved for it to be a full demonstration of the mercy of God. Did you hear 
that? There is too much self-interest involved for it to be a full demonstration of the mercy of God. So, how do we fully 
demonstrate the mercy of God? One way, Ryken goes on to say, is to expand our guest list for ministry and hospitality. 
That’s one way we can demonstrate the mercy of God; we expand our guest list. When we give a feast, we should invite 
the poor, we should invite the crippled, the lame, the blind, and we will be blessed because they can never repay us. 
They can never repay us. Remember, it’s an upside-down kingdom that Luke is talking about the whole time. Invite these 
and the blessing is that they will never invite you back. So, congrats. The congrats comes when you humbly serve others, 
those that nobody loves and that nobody reaches out to, and you get to mirror the self-humbling mercy of God and be 
blessed in the life to come. 

Remember that Jesus is addressing the Pharisees and their hearts. For the Pharisees, their invites were a mirror 
that reflected hearts that wanted to be exalted, not to serve. Their invites were just a mirror that showed what was 
going on in their hearts. They wanted their invites to help them be exalted and they ignored the down-and-out because 
there’s no self-gain there. 

So, Jesus, at this point, has disarmed the trap, has rebuked everybody at the party, rebuked the host personally, 
and it’s super awkward. So, I imagine there are a lot of awkward silences, and it’s a lovely evening, and dinner is going 
great. He has basically said, “You’re wrong, you’re wrong, you’re wrong, and I’m not just talking about the physical seats 
and who you are inviting. I’m talking about the soul level and you are wrong on that level.” It’s really tense in this place, 
so imagine the tension, and everything is quiet, and then some guy speaks up. He probably just wanted to break the 
tension. Some of y’all are like this—you can’t stand something awkward and you blurt out whatever comes to mind. 

Verse 15, 
 

“When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things,…” 
 
Things like, “Rebuke you…rebuke you…rebuke you…” 
 

“When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, ‘Blessed is 
everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!’” 
 
Yikes! I’m imagining him holding up his glass after hearing all of these rebukes and he’s like, “Well, blessed is 

everybody! At least we’re saved, brother. At least we’re invited to the feast.” That does not go over well. But probably, 
though, when he breaks the tension with “Blessed is everyone who is in God’s kingdom,” there were probably some 
nods. Everyone was like, “Whew! Tension broken.” Some people were probably like, “Amen, amen. Blessed are people 
like us.” That’s basically what this guy is saying, “Speaking of the end times, we all agree that we are blessed because we 
are in God’s kingdom. We are blessed because we are invited to the feast.” Maybe he’s just trying to break the tension 
but he’s probably meaning, “Because we are descendants of Abraham we are blessed in God’s kingdom. We are Jews. 
We are God’s people.” This is the sort of self-exaltation that Jesus has already addressed in the first illustration. 

So, Jesus launches into another parable to answer, and what might seem like a lack of an answer here, because 
He just goes into a story, is actually a pretty scathing rebuke on this guy and what he said. Jesus gets to the heart of 
what’s going on here. You hear all of this, where Jesus has been saying, “Blessed are you if you show the true love of 
God. Blessed are you if you invite people over who can’t repay you. Blessed are you if you are humble,” and then this 
guy says, “Blessed are you if you’re invited to God’s banquet.” He’s saying, “That’s me. That’s me.” 

So, verse 16, and Jesus tells another story about another feast. 
 

“A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he sent 
his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ 18 But they all alike 
began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please 
have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. 
Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So 
the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry 
and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and 
crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still 



there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall 
taste my banquet.’” 
 
I was looking up a little bit about banquets in those days. Obviously, they didn’t have watches or calendars like 

we have with our monthly schedules, and reminders, and things like that. So, basically what they would do in their 
culture is that they would routinely give out two invites. Typically, if you get a wedding invitation you first get the RSVP 
that tells you that they are going to get married on a certain day so save the date. So, this guy would send his servants 
out and tell people that he is having a party at a near date in the future and he wants them to come. The people would 
say yea or nay as to whether they were coming. They would send back their RSVP and say they were in and were 
coming. Then, the second invite would be like, “I’ve started cooking. Y’all come on. It’s time now. Come on to the 
house.” It would be considered extremely rude if you were to say ‘yes’ to the first invite and then back out, because he 
would have already killed animals at this point. He would have already gotten food and set everything up. It would be 
considered extremely rude to accept the first one and then reject the second one. 

So, the man sent out his first invitations and everyone seemed to accept and then when the second one went 
out he told them it was feast time. You see that in verse 17, 

 
“He sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, (previously) ‘Come, for everything is 

now ready.’” 
 
This is the second invite. And the people began to make excuses. If you look at their excuses, they are lame. 

They’re terrible. Look at their excuses. The first one says, “I bought a field. Now I have to go see it.” Who does that? This 
isn’t some real estate mogul who is buying fields in other states. This guy is like, “I bought a field and now I have to go 
look at it.” Okay, let’s say that he actually bought a field without ever looking at it. You know where that field is going to 
be tomorrow? In the same place. He can go to the banquet and then go look at the field. No big deal. Right? 

Now, that guy was kind of polite because he said, “Please, have me excused,” but the next guy said, “I bought 
five yoke of oxen.” That’s ten oxen. Who buys ten oxen who are supposed to plow your fields without looking at them? 
How do you know how skinny these things are, or how big they are, or if they’re diseased, or if they have all their feet? 
You don’t buy oxen without checking them out, but even if you did, do you know where they are going to be tomorrow? 
Same place. You can go check them out tomorrow and you can still come to the feast. 

The last guy isn’t polite and gives his excuse very rudely. He doesn’t even give an explanation. He just says, “I got 
married. I can’t come.” Good job, buddy. Did you get married today? If so, we would be going to your feast. It’s not like 
he’s getting married on the same day and it’s a scheduling conflict. He’s just like, “I’m married now, so I can’t come.” 
Some commentators think it might be referring back to something like an old law that said if you got married that you 
didn’t have to serve in the military for the first year in that culture, but that would really be reaching for this guy to say, 
“I got married, so I can’t go to banquets for a year.” I mean, what newly married couple doesn’t want to be invited over 
for supper? “Oh, there’s a free supper at somebody’s house? I’m in!” 

So, these are all super lame excuses. What some people will say is that you are dealing here with possessions 
and relationships, two things that will keep you from the Lord. I think, maybe, but it really just seems like they are giving 
lame excuses because they just didn’t want to go. They would have found somebody to look at the oxen or they could 
have gone tomorrow to look at the oxen. If they really wanted to go they would have made it happen, right? This guy 
says, “Blessed is everybody at the feast,” but when the feast comes he doesn’t want to go. 

What’s interesting about this passage is that this is where the story turns to a spiritual reality and these guys 
would really get it. At the end, in verse 24, Jesus has been talking about this banquet where the man has invited all of 
these people and they rejected the invitation. Then, he sent out the invite to other people and it was not full yet so he 
sent out the invitation to anyone who would come, and in verse 24, He says, 

 
“I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” 

 
This turns it from an arbitrary story to, “This is me doing the inviting and some people are rejecting me. They will 

not be at my banquet.” Now, the Jewish mind would automatically think of the end days as a feast. This has been set up. 
And Jesus is saying, “I am God and I am inviting people to my banquet.” Essentially, what He is saying to these guys is, 
“The initial invite has been sent and the initial invite was, ‘The kingdom is coming. The Messiah is coming,’ and everyone 



has been like, ‘Yes, I’m in! I’m in for the Messiah coming one day!’” But then, Jesus sends the next invitation and says, 
“The kingdom is here! The Messiah is here! It’s ready. It’s time,” and they say, “No.” They accept the Law but they reject 
Jesus. So the invitation expands. It expands to the Gentiles and it expands to whosoever will. 

Jesus basically turns it on them and makes the dinner party even more awkward. He says, “You were invited but 
you rejected the invite” or at least “You are in danger of rejecting the invite.” Maybe there are some who repented at 
this point. But if you reject the Messenger and the message the invitation shifts to those who you would say are 
unlovable or unable to attend the banquet. Your invitation will be RSVP’d by another. We know that the call has been 
extended past the Jews to the Gentiles and then to whosoever will. 

Now, a couple notes of clarification. The parable doesn’t mean that no Jew would now receive Him. We know 
that’s not true. The parable doesn’t mean that the plan and the calling of the Lord were faulty, as if He could actually 
invite someone who would refuse to come. The Scriptures make that clear. But it seems like these men have rejected 
and that they are out, or at least that they are in danger of doing that. Now, the invite extends to us. The invite extends 
because this is a spiritual reality. The invite extends to those who are not normally invited to such events; the invite 
extends to the not-worthy. You see the Gospel. The invite has extended to those not worthy, to those who don’t have 
anything good to offer, to those who wouldn’t normally have a seat of honor at a table. The invite extends to those at 
the end of the line and it says, “Friend, come on up!” It’s the Gospel. God’s invite to us is straight from His grace. The 
great part of this when Jesus is telling about His banquet is that He says this, 

 
“Go out into the highways and hedges…” 

 
So, go out into the roads and the bushes on the sides of the roads and get those people who are drunk in the 

bushes. Get those people who are in the houses on the side of the road. Get those people who are in the brothels. Get 
people wherever they are and compel them. Persuade them to come because I want my house to be full. Jesus wants us 
in there. Travelers, homeless, those living on the sides of the road, the down-and-out who were the ones the Pharisees 
were supposed to invite. He says, “Persuade them. I really want them there.” So, if we are reading ourselves into this 
story and the story is not just about, “Boo, Pharisees! Y’all do feasts really bad!” If we are reading ourselves into the 
story, we should see ourselves as the recipients of God’s gracious invite. We should see ourselves as down-and-out and 
God invites us. That’s the Gospel. God’s riches are poured out on the unworthy. God invites those who cannot repay 
Him—that’s us. 

All these stories have been weaving together to paint a picture of the Gospel, which the Pharisees are rejecting. 
It cost Jesus everything. We have nothing to offer. The invitation is open to us. Will we come or will be prefer our fields 
and other lame excuses? I think we see our humble, helpless state before God and respond to His invitation. But His 
invitation to us is even way better than this story because it’s not an invitation to a one-time banquet or one night of 
fun; it’s an invitation to a place at His family table, and even more than that, it’s an invitation to a place in His family. The 
invite goes out to the highways and hedges and it gets you and me and invites us to be sons and daughters—
permanently at the banquet and permanently at the feast. And this feast isn’t for those hearts that want to be exalted 
and bring others low; it’s for bringing the low to be exalted in the last day. 

So, there are couple of things from this story about the Pharisees. They tried to trap Jesus to humble Him and 
exalt themselves. They bent the rules to serve themselves but they weren’t concerned for the people. They ignored the 
miracle of God with them healing a man. They honored themselves but they weren’t concerned for other people. They 
ignored the needs around them. They exalted themselves physically and spiritually when they should humble 
themselves. But the larger theme is that these religious people, by their self-exaltation, as evidenced by their actions, 
were rejecting the invitation to God’s table. They rejected the invitation to God’s table. The Master wants His house to 
be full.  

For us, there are two closing things I think we should get from this. Again, this is one of those passages that was 
just so hard to work through and think of what the practical application is for us, then. For Red Oak Church, for y’all, and 
for me, what’s the takeaway here? Obviously, there are some good takeaways about banquet etiquette, but there are 
better takeaways about the heart issues that are going on here. So, here are two closing questions. 

The first one is, “Have you responded to the invitation?” Have you responded or are you responding to the call? 
Because the great thing about this parable is that it doesn’t end here. He doesn’t tell us that everyone came in, they had 
a banquet, and it was a done deal. The story ends with, “Go. Compel people to come.” So, I stand here compelling you to 
come if you have not accepted the invitation to Christ. The invite is still out. There are none who are worthy, so you’re in 
good company. So, we just accept the invite knowing that we don’t deserve to be at the head table, but He’s bringing us 



in as daughters and sons, if we will repent and follow after Him, and accept the invitation. So the question is, will we 
respond to the invite with humble acceptance or reject it with self-exalting pride? 

I know most everybody in the room and I know that most everybody here is following Jesus and have accepted 
the invitation and now are trying to live like Jesus. There are a lot of people who I don’t know in the room who are 
probably in that boat, and who love Jesus, and who want to serve Him. So, the second question is a practical takeaway 
that we can take from Jesus’ teachings. So, if we have responded to the invite, do we mimic the Master’s table with 
hospitality? Does our guest list look like Jesus’ or like the Pharisees’? Does our literal table in our houses, our banquet 
hall wherever we live in this county or the next, mimic Jesus’ or does it mimic the Pharisees’? This is where the passage 
really hit me between the eyes this week. It’s really caused a lot of thinking on my part. Let me say this; this isn’t a Red 
Oak issue—this is a treasure issue. When I’m asking, “Do you mimic the Master’s table?,” I’m not saying, “Are you 
involved in this program, or this program, or this program that we do?” What I’m asking is where is our treasure as a 
church and where is your treasure as an individual, and do you reach out whether we know it or not? That’s the issue 
here. We aren’t reaching out so that everybody knows about it; we are reaching out because they can’t repay us. We 
will be repaid in Heaven one day. So, does your table, or does your hospitality, reflect Jesus’, which is humble and 
offered to those who can’t do anything back, or does it reflect the Pharisees’, which is prideful and says, “I’m going to 
invite them and it’s going to make me look really good. I’m going to mention that I invited them and it’s going to make 
me look even better.” You know that these guys were probably subtle in the ways that they were jockeying for position 
at the head table. They’d be going over to the bridegroom right before sit-down time and start a conversation and then 
be like, “I’ll just sit down while I’m here.” The Lord knows our subtle ways that we try to jockey for positions, even 
spiritually. So, are we doing that with our tables? Are we humbly inviting people in so that the Lord can be exalted and 
so that we can reach out to these people with no reciprocal hospitality expected? 

I know that this is one thing that I really appreciate about you, about Red Oak—that you do this really well. 
There are so many people in our church who open your schedules, open your homes, and open your lives to those who 
will never reciprocate. You are blessed whether people know it or not. You are blessed because God sees what you’re 
doing. That’s a picture of Jesus. I think what the Bible is asking about me and my actions—and you can apply this to 
yourself this week—is do my actions toward the down-and-out this week mimic Jesus or am I making excuses that look 
as laughable as, “I bought a field and I need to go check it out. What if my kids learn some bad words? What if my 
schedule is a little bit more crammed? What if I have to cook another plate of spaghetti?” Do my actions toward the 
down-and-out really reflect and mimic Jesus? That’s what I want to leave us with this week. 

These issues aren’t programs and they are not primarily about hospitality or how many hours you log at your 
table. They are really about heart. They are about our hearts and where our treasure is. Jesus is exposing this with the 
Pharisees to say that their treasure is in themselves. I’ll read this and we will be done. 

 
“We’ve been pulled up from the hedgerows beside the highway to God’s own table. We can’t forget where we 

come from. Do we turn up our noses now at those in the hedges or do we mimic the Master, inviting all to come and 
dine at our table, and then from there, as God’s servants sent out, do we extend the divine invite to His own table?” 

 
That’s the opportunity that we have. We have an opportunity to not just invite people to our actual kitchens, 

and have meals, and open up our schedule and do this so that everybody feels good, but the invite is still out for us as 
His servants to extend the invitation of the Master to His heavenly table, and they will be familiar with that because we 
have already extended the invite to our earthly table. We are able to show hospitality in that way. 

Let me pray for us and we will continue worshipping the Lord together. 
Jesus, I pray that you would take your Word and that by your Spirit that you would apply it to our hearts, and 

our situations, and our tables, and our minds, and our treasures. God, I pray that you would just let the message that 
you would want us to have when you wrote these parables down, when you wrote these stories down, help us to 
understand what you wanted us to understand when you wrote these things, when you had Luke record these things. I 
know they are for a reason and, Lord, I pray that we as a church would mimic you. I pray we would extend the invite out 
to the people that you’ve extended to them. I pray that we, personally, would respond to that invite and I pray that we 
would, as part of responding to that invite, and as part of extending that invite, be welcoming those in who you would 
welcome in; that we would see a picture of how you welcomed us when we were unlovely and when we couldn’t repay 
you back. So, we will welcome those who society would consider as unlovely and who couldn’t pay us back. God, I pray 
you would do that work in my heart because I’m selfish and because I want myself to be exalted. God, I pray that you 



would forgive me for that and that you would work that in my heart by the power of your Spirit. I pray that we would 
worship you now and reflect on these things. We love you, Lord Jesus. In your name we pray, Amen.





September 3, 2017 
Luke 14:25-35 
Brody Holloway 
 

Let’s turn to Luke 14. If you are visiting, we want to welcome you. It’s a really small crowd tonight but I kind of 
like it. I selfishly like a smaller crowd because it’s easier to teach. I think most people like a big crowd but I like a small 
crowd. But we want a big crowd, so you should invite your friends and neighbors. We want them to come to church 
because we want them to hear the Gospel, so I’m not letting you off the hook. Alright? 

Luke 14:25. We will read ten verses. Let me read all of the text. This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

“Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 ‘If anyone comes to me 
and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and 
even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me 
cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the 
cost, whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able 
to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, “This man began to build and was not able to 
finish.” 31 Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And 
if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So 
therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple. 

34 Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? 35 It is of no use 
either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord, please help us to understand the reading and the hearing of your Word and shape our lives by it. We 

recognize that this is from you, therefore it has your authority, and we want to submit to it and we want to make sure 
that we interpret and teach it faithfully, and receive it and hear it faithfully and obediently. I pray that we wouldn’t come 
in here with the mindset of judging the text but that we would come in here and submit to the understanding that it is 
your Word that judges us. I pray that our hearts would be shaped by it. 

We pray for the work that is going on in Leh, and Ladakh, and Cargill in the Himalayas, and we thank you for the 
good report from our team. Please keep them safe and focused, and if there is a way to get them up to Cargill to 
encourage the new believers there I pray that would be able to happen, and I pray for safety as they travel up there. 
Particularly, we pray for our brothers and sisters there who are believers, who are facing persecution, who have counted 
the cost of discipleship. I pray that you would give them courage and peace to endure whatever comes and help us to 
constantly be remembering them. I pray that we would be faithful and obedient to what we hear from your Word 
tonight. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
So, the text starts off in verse 25 and it says that great crowds accompanied Him. This is something you are going 

to see a lot with Jesus. We’ve seen this throughout the book of Luke. Usually, wherever Jesus is going, people are going 
with Him. There is always a big crowd around Jesus, which makes sense. Sometimes, the big crowd is around Jesus 
because He does really neat things and they like to watch it. Sometimes, great crowds are around Jesus because they are 
true disciples and they are following Him because He’s changed their lives, and so they want to go where He goes. You 
always have a mixed crowd. Some of those in the crowd are going to be people who are skeptics. Some of those in the 
crowd are going to be persecutors. Some are going to be the religious fanatics; the right-wing kind of fanatics in the 
Jewish religion. The Pharisees are there, in fact, we’ve seen repeatedly how they are constantly figuring out how they 
can come and put hands on Jesus and kill Him. They want to kill Him. 

I’ve been in situations and I can think of several stories I could tell where I was preaching and there were people 
in the crowd who made me very uncomfortable sitting there, for various reasons. Mainly, it wasn’t that I was so 
uncomfortable but I had a hard time focusing. Do you know what I’m saying? It’s like I know that there’s so conflict 
that’s unresolved and those people are there. Or I know that a man is being abusive to his wife, and we’ve tried to work 
with him, and he’s there. I can think of situations like that, or where I knew someone had resentment toward me, 
specifically, about something, and yet they sat there. I’d tried to work it out and they wouldn’t talk to me about it. That 



makes it really uncomfortable. Can you imagine preaching the Word of God to people who hate you? That’s what Jesus 
is doing. He’s going around and there are people who hate Him. But there are also people who love Him. 

I remember years ago during the Bush administration. I’m not a political guy but I liked a lot of things about 
George Bush; both of them but the second one is the one I’m talking about. There were a lot of things I liked about him. 
I don’t remember a lot of his politics—I’m not really into politics—but there were just some characteristics I liked. So, I 
would read things about him and there was a picture of him on, I think it was Time magazine, and it said, “Love him or 
hate him.”129 It was photo shopped to where there was a line through the middle of his face, and the right was a kind of 
clean, presidential portrait and on the left side he had a black eye, and a busted lip, and he was missing a tooth, like 
somebody had just beat him up. The idea was that some people love him, some people hate him, and not many people 
fall in the middle. 

Jesus tended to create that sort of an attitude from people and we see that a lot today. We see that many 
people love Jesus and want to follow after Jesus, but a lot of people hate Jesus and they hate Christianity. Jesus told us 
in the Gospel of John, “People hate me, and as a result of their hatred toward me they are going to hate you. They are 
going to hate you because they hate me. It’s not personal when they hate you. It’s personal to me. But when you’re 
persecuted for my name’s sake take heart. I’m going to be there with you and it’s not you that’s the problem; it’s me 
that’s the problem.” 

So, in Jesus’ ministry, He would be going around and a big crowd of people –multitudes, multitudes, and 
multitudes of people—I don’t know how many are in a multitude but it’s a big crowd. Sometimes, we know there were 
tens of thousands and other times there were probably hundreds when He would be in a small town. But there are a lot 
of people accompanying Him. So, what He’s going to do is that He is going to turn and look at these people and begin to 
speak. What He is going to say is fairly confrontational, because what He is going to do is remove any sort of ideological 
ideas about what it means to follow Him. What I mean is that people tend to create their own ideas of what discipleship 
should be: “I want to follow Jesus on my terms,” or “I want to follow Jesus and it looks like this,” or “I want to be a 
Christian and it looks like this.” So, He’s going to address those people and He’s also going to address people who love 
the idea of a momentary conversion, where they see the power of God and they get to say, “I know Jesus. I’m going to 
Heaven,” but they don’t want to live their lives following Jesus. He’s going to confront that. 

That’s a prevalent attitude in the Bible Belt, by the way. I’d say that ninety percent of the people I meet outside 
of church, if I strike up a conversation with them about Jesus, are going to say something like this: “I’m saved,” or “I got 
saved.” But oftentimes, as the conversation unfolds, or as the relationship develops, you start to question if that person 
is really a Christ-follower. What it is, is it’s kind of like a girl who has always dreamed of getting married. I can remember 
different times when my girls were little girls, they’d talk about marriage, and a wedding, and things like that. Some little 
girls like to play wedding or play dress-up. And I’ve talked to a lot of older girls who really want to get married and they 
will tell you things like, “I know what I want my wedding to look like,” and they have this idea. But, usually, they aren’t 
thinking about how much it’s going to cost or who it’s going to cost. I conducted a wedding recently and the couple got 
married in a hangar at the airport and they took off in an airplane afterwards. Oftentimes, there is this idea of what a 
wedding day is going to look like and it’s built up in a girl’s mind. But what happens if someone is all excited about the 
wedding and then the day after the wedding the bride comes to the husband and says, “I don’t really want to be 
married. Let’s call this thing off. Really, what I wanted was a bang-up wedding celebration and it was awesome! It was a 
blow-out event. The music was great and the food was great. Everybody was there and I got to wear the dress of my 
dreams!” She was excited about the idea of the wedding ceremony but wasn’t excited about the idea of a marriage 
relationship. She wasn’t excited about being with this person for the next fifty years. That doesn’t make sense. The 
actual wedding ceremony is a celebration of what is going to happen. It’s a looking into what is going to happen. 

So it is when we come to faith in Jesus. We have several combat veterans in our church. It would be crazy to 
think of a young man—and I’m sure this happens a lot—who says, “I want to serve my country. I want to wear the 
uniform. I want to be the guy walking through the airport in my fatigues and people say, ‘Thank you for your service.’ I 
want to walk up to McDonald’s and have someone tell me, ‘Thank you for your service.’” He likes the idea, but the day 
he gets orders to deploy and go to combat, he says, “Whoa! Whoa! Whoa! I didn’t sign up for this!” Actually, he did sign 
up for this. That’s exactly what he signed up for. 

So, Jesus is sort of painting this picture of the Christian life, where He is saying that a lot of people like the idea 
of this salvation experience, they like the idea of knowing that one day they are going to get to go to Heaven, they like 
the idea of thinking that they’ve met Jesus or they’ve been with Jesus, but the idea of submitting the rest of their life to 

                                                             
129 Link to a photo of the Time magazine cover: http://content.time.com/time/covers/0,16641,20031201,00.html (September 19, 2017) 



Him and following Him is not really attractive. Why? Because we have a lordship issue in the root of our hearts and I 
want to be my own boss. That’s the condition of every man’s heart: I want to be in charge. “Don’t tell me what to do. 
Don’t tell me how to live my life. Don’t tell me what my relationships need to look like. Don’t tell me I need to surrender 
to anything. I don’t want to surrender to anything. I want to be in charge of my money. I want to be in charge of my 
relationships. I want to be in charge of my future. I’m going to be my boss.” Jesus says it doesn’t work that way. He says, 
“Consider the cost. Commit to it. Don’t quit.” Don’t quit. Don’t turn back. When you decide you are going to follow 
Jesus, there really is no turning back. There’s no turning back. 

When I became a believer, I read a book called, The Cost of Discipleship130, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who was a 
pastor in Germany during World War II. Many of you have read some of Bonhoeffer’s works. Bonhoeffer was executed 
close to the end of World War II. In this book, The Cost of Discipleship, he contrasts this idea of cheap grace versus costly 
grace. The idea is that cheap grace is the type of grace where I say, “I want to get saved so that I know that one day I’m 
going to Heaven, but I don’t really want to submit my life to Jesus. I want to do what I want to do.” Costly grace is where 
I say, “I want to receive salvation and then I want to submit my life to Jesus, and follow Jesus, and do what Jesus says, 
and go where Jesus leads. I want to be the husband Jesus wants me to be. I want to be the daddy that Jesus wants me to 
be. I want to be the mama Jesus wants me to be…the wife…the kid…the professional…the teacher or the coach. I want 
Jesus to define every part of my life. I want to be a factory worker, or a mill worker, or a skilled tradesman who glorifies 
God with the skills He has given me. I want to be a person who is on mission for Jesus and bringing Him glory.” 

So, Bonhoeffer will paint a picture and here’s the picture he paints. Salvation costs me nothing. That’s true isn’t 
it? “By grace you are saved by faith.” That’s a mantra of the evangelical Church. That’s at the core of good, strong, 
biblical doctrine. I don’t earn my salvation. I didn’t earn it. I didn’t earn God’s favor. I didn’t get Him to like me and I 
didn’t win Him over. God saves me as an act of grace. I’m dead in my sin. I’m a stiff-necked, clench-fisted sinner who 
needs a Savior but that Savior has to be strong enough to overwhelm my will, break my will, and bring me from death to 
life. That’s what Jesus does. That’s salvation, and salvation is free. I don’t clean myself up good enough for Jesus to save 
me. I don’t do enough good stuff to earn my way into Heaven. I’m saved by grace. Salvation costs me nothing. --- 
Discipleship costs me everything. Everything. Salvation costs me nothing but following Jesus costs me my marriage, my 
job, my money, my childrearing, my future, my eternity…it costs me everything. I’m surrendering everything to Jesus; all 
that I’ve ever been and all that I’ll ever be, I’m laying it at the feet of Jesus. My desires, my demands, my sinful, lustful, 
selfish motives—I’m laying them at the feet of Jesus. I’m not going to be perfect on any given day but I am going to 
surrender my life to Jesus, and the act of following Christ as a disciple is an act of saying, “I’m going to lay my life down 
every day.” Salvation costs me nothing—discipleship costs me everything. 

So, Bonhoeffer paints this picture that’s real contrary to what a lot of us have been raised to believe, and he 
uses this quote that’s really, always stood out in my mind since I was a young Christian. I think the first book I read was 
Mere Christianity,131 by C.S. Lewis. Most of you have read that. And the second book I read was The Cost of Discipleship. I 
grew up in a very religious, churchy culture, but I didn’t get saved until I was nineteen. I was just going through the 
motions and just doing the thing. A lot of people are just doing the church thing or doing the “I got saved” thing. They 
can point back to a day back there, at some point in time, where they got saved, but then there’s been no path of 
discipleship. Jesus is saying to these people that that model of Christianity does not exist. It doesn’t exist in the Bible. It’s 
nowhere in the teachings of Christ. It’s not what He ever planned or intended. So, He’s turning and looking at this crowd 
of people and He’s saying, “Consider the cost. Think about what it really looks like to follow me. Think about whether 
you are really going to follow me.” That’s what He’s saying. So, the quote from Bonhoeffer that has always stood out in 
my mind is, 

 
“When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.” 
 
When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die. Listen to Bonhoeffer on the idea of cheap grace. 
 
“Cheap grace means grace sold on the market like cheap-jack’s wares. The sacraments, the forgiveness 
of sin, and the consolations of religion are thrown away at cut prices. Grace is represented as the 
church’s inexhaustible treasury from which she showers blessings with generous hands without asking 
questions or fixing limits. Grace without price, grace without cost. The essence of grace, we suppose, is 

                                                             
130 Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. The Cost of Discipleship; Touchstone; 1st edition (1995) 
131 Lewis, Clive Staples. Mere Christianity; HarperOne; paperback, revised edition (2015) 



that the account has been paid in advance and because it has been paid everything can be had for 
nothing. Since the cost was infinite, the possibilities of using and spending it are infinite. What would 
grace be if it were not cheap? Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance. 
Baptism without church discipline. Communion without confession. Absolution without person 
confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ 
living incarnate. Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field. For the sake of it a man will go and sell 
all that he has. It is the pearl of great price to buy, for which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the 
kingly rule of Christ for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble. It’s the 
call of Jesus Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows Him. Costly grace is the Gospel which 
must be sought again and again. The gift which must be asked for. The door at which a man must knock. 
Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It 
is costly because it cost a man His life and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life. It’s costly 
because it condemns sin and grace because it justifies the sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost 
God the life of His own Son. You were bought with a price, and what has cost God much cannot be 
cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon His Son too dear a price to pay for our 
life, but delivered Him up for us. Costly grace is the incarnation of God.” 
 
It’s a good separation of the ideas of costly grace and cheap grace. It is exactly at the heart of what Jesus is 

saying in the text tonight. He’s saying, “If you are going to follow me, it’s going to cost you everything. It’s going to cost 
you everything.” There is no marginal Christianity. There is no mediocre Christianity. There is no take this and leave that. 
There is no taking it in small doses. Christianity, the faith that drives us to follow Jesus, is an all-consuming fire, just as 
our God is an all-consuming fire. A lot of people have a “this little light of mine” mentality, where my life is like a little 
candle, and somebody puts a little flame on top of it and there’s the Christianity burning in my life. No, your life in Christ 
is like a stick thrown on a raging inferno that evaporates into the fire and smoke of who Christ is. Literally, that’s the way 
our lives are to be lived. That’s the way our lives are to be lived and that’s what Jesus is teaching us. 

The real picture of discipleship that we need to grab hold of is that we identify with Jesus in His own death, and 
burial, and resurrection, and we worship Him in His exaltation, and we do so fearfully and gratefully. So, in our text I 
want to walk through seven observations that we need to consider. 

The first one is in verse 26. Number one: The cost to me for salvation is free but the cost of following Jesus is 
great. Salvation costs me nothing; discipleship costs me everything. It will cost me everything that this world would offer 
me to follow Jesus. The first observation is there in verse 26, where He says, 

 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and 

brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.” 
 
For a lot of us, this isn’t something that is going to be real to us—the idea of our family turning on us—but some 

of you have had to endure this. You’ve lived through this. Jesus says that the bottom line is that it’s worth it. It’s worth 
following Jesus no matter what it costs me. It’s worth following Jesus no matter who it offends. It’s worth following 
Jesus no matter what friends turn their backs on me, or what family members ridicule me, or who marginalizes me, or 
who makes fun of me, or who talks ugly about me, or who thinks Christianity is for weak wimps. I don’t care what 
anybody thinks and we don’t need to care what anybody thinks about following Jesus. He is saying that the cost may be 
great, relationally, but we are going to follow Jesus. Who cares what people think? 

We tell this to kids all the time. I tell teenagers all the time. Follow Jesus and don’t care about what your friends 
think. I think that a lot of times we need to take a page out of that playbook, as adults, and be bold for the Gospel, and 
not worry about what people think. The cost of following Jesus may be the loss of earthly relationships. As hard as it may 
be, it’s worth it. 

Number two: We need to count the cost. It’s not something to be lightly received and then lightly lived out. It’s 
all-consuming in my life and demands everything from me. The picture that is painted for me is one of crucifixion and 
death. Jesus’ disciples didn’t understand this at this point. Think about this—He has not gone to the cross yet. They’ve 
confessed Him as the Messiah so they think He’s going to deliver them from Rome. The people who are going to 
conquer Rome are not going to die on a Roman cross. Think about this—every time we read the verse that says, “Take 
up your cross and follow Jesus,” we read it looking back to the cross to the time when Jesus said it. So, we have the 



benefit of knowing what He’s talking about. They didn’t know He was going to the cross! That had to have just blown 
their minds. They’d think, “What is He talking about?!” 

Listen to what Jesus says in verse 27. 
 

“Whoever does not bear his own cross…” 
 
What did that mean? They have seen this happen in the streets of Jerusalem. Convicted and condemned rapists, 

murderers, people who have committed crimes against humanity and have been tried in a Roman court of law and are 
going to be crucified, would carry their cross through the street. You remember this; Jesus did it. He had to carry His 
own cross. So, He’s painting this graphic picture: “Bear your own cross and follow me.” They didn’t totally understand it, 
but eventually they did understand it, after they saw Him die on a cross. Then He came back to life and you know that 
we believe that according to Early Church tradition that most of those disciples then ultimately paid with their own lives 
for following Jesus. 

The challenge to us is that we get what He’s saying, because we have all the theology of the New Testament, 
where the picture is drawn, particularly in Romans 6, that when Christ died and we become believers, we die with Him 
and we are raised with Him. We are raised to walk in newness of life. So, this idea of carrying our cross and dying to 
ourselves, we have all of the New Testament to help us understand it. These people didn’t totally understand it so this is 
a hard teaching that Jesus is giving them. But, for us, here’s what we need to know—the Christian life isn’t about me. It’s 
not about me. It’s about Jesus. If I want to stay the course and go the distance, I’m going to live for Jesus. I’m not going 
to live for me. If it’s about me, I’ll give up, I’ll tap out, I’ll quit, and I’ll bail out, because there’s going to be a day where 
it’s going to be too hard. There’s going to be a day where I can’t do it and I’ll quit. There’s going to be some persecution 
that’s more than I can bear. There’s going to be some ridicule that’s more than I’m comfortable with.  There’s going to 
be some temptation that offers me something that looks to me to be greater than what Christ is offering me. But if my 
life is all about Jesus then I’ll stay faithful to the end. So, this is the idea of identifying with Him in His death. I have to 
identify with Christ in His death; where He died for our sins. So, that’s the second challenge that He gives them. 

The third one is in verse 28. We have to paint a clear picture of following Jesus when we share Him with others. 
We must tell them that the cost will be great but that it will be worth it. Listen to what He says in verse 28. 

 
“For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether 

he has enough to complete it?” 
 
So, Jesus is saying to count the cost of following Him. This matters, too, when I’m sharing the Gospel and sharing 

my faith with somebody; it’s important that I make it clear to them. Here is what I’ve heard people say. I’ve heard this 
especially in youth ministry. Folks try to sell Christianity to people by saying things like, “Man, Christianity is cool.” Look, 
it might be cool to some Christians. Something being ‘cool’ is objective. Right? Some things that I think are cool, you 
would not think are cool. Some things you think are cool, I would not think are cool. It wouldn’t take us long to figure 
what those things are, would it? Like, I love blowing tannerite up but that would be obnoxious to a lot of people. They’d 
be like, “Oh my, do we have to do that again?” I think that’s fun. Dakota Rogers loves to fish. Some of you would not 
think that was cool. Some of you have things you enjoy but I think, “I don’t think that’s cool—that’s weird.” Coolness is 
objective but people will say, “Follow Jesus—it’s cool.” Following Jesus isn’t ever supposed to be about being cool, is it? 
But we will do the same thing by trying to convince somebody to follow Jesus. If we are not careful we will try to give 
them selling points. Adults tend to drift into something like prosperity teaching, like, “Follow Jesus and He will take all 
your burdens and take all your cares.” He will. He says that but we need to define what He’s talking about. He’s saying 
that if you are going to follow Him it is going to cost you everything and you have to be willing to give up everything. In 
the end, you have to know that it will be worth it. The greatest price you could ever pay, including your own blood and 
your own life, would never be worth more than what Christ has offered us in saving us. So, we need to make sure that 
we understand what that cost might be. 

Number four is in verse 29. A life that begins in Christ and then falls away and quits is a mockery to the real cost 
of following Jesus. This will bring unbelief and skepticism to the minds of those who are already looking for more 
opportunity to reject Jesus. Our lives and witnesses matter to the cause of advancing the Gospel and seeing souls saved. 
My being faithful to follow and stay committed to what I said I would commit to matters to other people. Your 
Christianity matters to other people. My Christianity matters to other people. How many times have you had a 
conversation when you are talking to somebody about Jesus and they say, “I don’t really want to go to church because 



there are too many hypocrites there,” or “I don’t really want to follow Jesus because…” and they start to blame 
something that some human did? Well, that’s a lame excuse for that person but the reality is that we don’t need to give 
other people ammunition to walk away from Jesus, right? We aren’t going to be perfect and on your best day you can’t 
please everybody. What’s that saying? “You can please all of the people some of the time and some of the people all of 
the time,” but you aren’t ever going to make everybody happy. If you follow Jesus wholeheartedly, somebody is going to 
always be mad at you. Somebody is always going to give you some garbage. Somebody is always going to say some 
garbage about you on Facebook. Listen man, Facebook has been turning cowards into heroes for a decade. People will 
talk trash and smack about other people on there. They will run their mouths on there and we can’t worry about that 
but we do need to live our lives faithfully because people are watching us when we say we are following Jesus. My life 
matters and I need to realize that. A life that’s spent following Jesus is a life that matters. 

So, number five. There is no finish line in this life. I don’t get to start then stop. It will carry me through life and 
into Glory. There is no finish line. Paul talks about fixing his eyes on Jesus, right? Do you ever think about what that day 
is going to be like when you get to literally look at Jesus? The older you get the more you think about it. Fix your eyes on 
Jesus because He’s the author and the finisher of your faith. Paul talks about the prize that is set before him. Jesus is 
saying, “Don’t quit.” We live in a quitters society. We live in a world where people quit everything. People are good at 
quitting. What are Americans good at? We are pretty good at quitting stuff. Commitment is like a wet paper bag in our 
culture. Jesus is saying, “Don’t quit.” There’s no finish line. It’s not like we are supposed to run hard until we are seventy. 
Right? No. We have seventy-year-olds here who will say, “Nope.” It doesn’t get easier. It’s not like if I’ve been a Christian 
for twenty years then from then on it’s on cruise control. No, you will be fighting Satan tooth and nail. You will be killing 
and murdering your flesh every day of your life until the day you breathe your last. If you live to be ninety years old, a 
hundred years old, a hundred and ten years old, you will be at war with the flesh on the day you breathe your last 
breath. There is no finish line except for death, which leads to Glory. Unplug from the idea that Christianity is seasonal or 
temporary. It’s not. Jesus is saying that this is for life. There is no finish line in this life. 

Number six is in verses 31-32. He tells a little mini parable. The first one is about building and we get that. He 
says to count the cost. We have all seen buildings get started on and then not get finished and then sit for years. Have 
you ever seen that, where somebody didn’t count the cost? Then He uses a second analogy in verse 31, where He says, 

 
“Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate 

whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand?” 
 
What He is saying here is that the only wise response to a king that you cannot defeat is to surrender to that 

king. The only wise response to a king you cannot defeat is surrender. He’s asking if we are ready to surrender to Jesus 
or are we going to fight Him? Again, Jesus is saying that Christianity requires surrender. It doesn’t require negotiation. 
We don’t negotiate with Jesus the terms of our surrender. Remember what Bonhoeffer said, “When Christ calls a man, 
He bids him to come and die.” Jesus is saying that we have to die. It’s a total surrender to Christ. So, the only wise 
response is one of surrender. 

Number seven, the last one, is in verse 33. I cannot follow Jesus if I love the world more than I love Jesus. I 
cannot follow Jesus if I love the world, or anything it offers me, or any relationship in it, more than I love Jesus. You can’t 
do it. You cannot follow Jesus and follow somebody else. Anybody that you would follow other than Jesus will not lead 
you in the same direction as Jesus. They will lead you in a different direction. Now, we aren’t talking about discipleship, 
and mentorship, and having older believers and those who are more mature in the faith that we might pattern our lives 
after and learning from them. We are talking about anything that I love more than I love Jesus is going to take me away 
from Jesus, not toward Jesus. I can’t follow Jesus if I love this world more than I love Jesus. Jesus makes that really clear. 
So, in following Christ I’m turning away from everything this world offers me and I’m following Jesus. 

Jesus ends the message with a short, simple parable about salt. He says, “If salt has lost its taste.” I was so 
confused. I have read this verse a lot and I thought how salt doesn’t lose its taste. You put salt on stuff so that stuff 
doesn’t lose its taste, right? Oldtimers talk about salting meat. Salt is a preservative. So, some of you probably read this 
this week and it didn’t take a lot of research to find out that in that region the salt they used was typically evaporated 
salt from the Dead Sea, which is a salt sea. It had to have additives put into it and it actually could go bad, and once it 
went bad it was good for nothing. If you put salt on food that doesn’t have any saltiness… What He is saying is that it 
doesn’t matter how awesome a person is…It doesn’t matter how gifted a person is…If they don’t have true discipleship 
then all of their giftings, all of their self-righteousness, all of their goodness is useless. That’s what He’s saying. It’s 
useless. What do we mean when we say ‘discipleship’? Following Jesus. What did we say when we started the study of 



Luke? The pattern of discipleship is listen, accept and receive, and obey. Remember that? Listen, accept, obey. Listen—
accept—obey. Listen—accept—obey. Listen—accept—obey. That’s the pattern of my life. That’s what discipleship is, 
and what discipleship does is that it gives me value. It gives me value. That’s the parable of the salt. If you lose your 
saltiness you are of no value. You are useless. As a disciple of Jesus, if I lose my discipleship there is no value, I have no 
purpose, and I have no joy. It doesn’t matter how much money I have. It doesn’t matter how comfortable my last years 
of life are. It doesn’t matter how much I accumulate. If I’m not a disciple who is listening, hearing, receiving, and obeying 
Jesus, and following after Him having counted the cost and deciding that I will not turn back from following Him, then 
my discipleship is gone and my value is gone. The cost of following Jesus is the greatest value that can ever be placed on 
a person’s life. 

In conclusion, Kent Hughes, in his commentary, breaks this whole thing into three things that I want to give to 
you.  
1. We need to consider the relational cost of following Jesus and we need to continually consider it. In our day-to-day 

relationships we need to be careful that we don’t just steamroll over people with our faith. Be sensitive to those 
who don’t know Jesus. Don’t compromise but be sensitive to the fact that you have people in your life who don’t 
know the Lord and so we need to be careful how we interact with them. We don’t compromise the Gospel but we 
don’t browbeat them with religiosity. Right? But in considering the relational cost, I need to realize that there may 
be some human relationships that I lose. Listen, I’ll tell you where this is super critical. This may not be where any of 
you are, in a crowd this small tonight, but we all have talked to people who are torn between wanting to follow 
Jesus and abandoning their old friends. Let me tell you something—if you follow Jesus they will abandon you. You 
won’t be the one doing the abandoning. Don’t think, “If I follow Jesus I will abandon my friends.” Don’t look at it that 
way. If you follow Jesus and are faithful to Jesus, I’m telling you, and a lot of you have lived it out, people will forget 
you. They’ll go hands off. That’s a reality. Relationships might be what following Jesus costs us. 

2. Consider the salvation cost. Every day it’s a war to die to my own selfish desires. Every day. Consider the salvation 
cost. 

3. Calculate the cost. This is for life and for eternity. Calculate the cost. This is for life and eternity. There is no turning 
back from this. This is the point of no return. Following Jesus is the point of no return. There is no turning back. So, I 
have to consider the cost, and continually consider the cost, and continually die to my selfish desires, and surrender 
my life to Jesus. Amen? 

 
Now, we need to go make an impact in the community and call people into this beautiful thing called 

discipleship. People who are living this out are a reflection of Jesus. Keep that in mind. If I’m living out my discipleship, 
what I’m doing is I am reflecting Jesus, because disciples are those people who are following Jesus so that they will be 
conformed to His image and become more like Him. That works in any part of the world and in any society. Wealthy 
widowed ladies in their senior years and middle-school teenage boys—could you get a farther apart demographic in any 
society or culture? Nope. And you know what? Both of them and everybody along the socioeconomic and cultural 
demographic lines--everybody that follows Jesus is going to reflect Jesus in their lives. You don’t have to be a thirty-
three year old construction worker with a Jewish heritage to look like Jesus, act like Jesus, and talk like Jesus. 
Discipleship conforms us into who Jesus is and wants us to be and that’s going to impact other people and we are going 
to live it out. 

Let’s pray. 
Lord, I pray that we would be good disciples, good Christ-followers, and that we would count the cost, and that 

we wouldn’t play games, and that we wouldn’t turn back from following you, and that we would be faithful to the end. I 
know, for a lot of us the idea of being faithful to the end of our lives and one day being able to look back and know that 
we gave all to follow Jesus and gave all for the sake of the Gospel is a lofty but a really realistic goal. It’s a goal I want for 
my life. I want to follow you to the end, knowing there are going to be doubts, there are going to be fears, there are 
going to be struggles, there are going to be days where I fall flat on my face. The Christian life is not always, in fact it is 
rarely, very clean. Most days I’m going to be spiritually bloody and dirty and I’m not perfect but I’m being perfected and 
that work is going on by you in me. Help me to live it out, God. Help me to be real. Christianity is a gritty endeavor and 
sometimes it’s going to cost me more than maybe I’ve been bargaining for and more than I’ve thought about, so help us 
to consider the cost and be willing to pay it, because you are worth every bit of it. Your grace to us is so costly, so help us 
to understand the value that you have given us in discipleship. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
(Rob Conti) 



I just want to say that if you are here and struggling and wrestling with following Jesus, coming to Jesus, 
surrendering to Jesus, man, Jesus has done all the heavy lifting. When Brody said that salvation is free, it’s free because 
Jesus already paid the real price. He paid an eternal weight of damnation, and He absorbed it, and He paid it with His 
blood, and it satisfied the penalty that our sins demanded. So, the heavy lifting is done. Salvation is free and what it does 
for us, as Christians, is it sets us free to be able to serve, to be able to follow Him and die to ourselves. So, if you are not 
a believer the call is to please come receive the eternal forgiveness for your sins. You can do that in your seat and cry out 
to Jesus. We would love to talk to you about it. I know this is a smaller crowd and we know most everyone here but this 
is the Gospel. So, please respond in your heart and your mind. Call out on Jesus to rescue you. Then, we have a church 
full of folks who would love to talk to you about that, and explain it, and help you understand it. As believers, this is so 
encouraging—to think of Jesus’ words in Luke 9, where He said, “If anyone would follow me, let him take up his cross 
daily.” The thing that just kept running through my mind was how many days I trade in fellowship with Jesus for 
comfort. Man! When it was said that one day we will look at Jesus in the face and see our Savior, for any believer that’s 
our heart’s desire. We should groan for that and we should long for being home, being with our God, being with the One 
who made us, and died to save us, and then to remember that I could have that today. I won’t physically see Him but I 
can have that fellowship if I would just obey Him and take up my cross, whatever that means for that day, if I would 
pursue it to know my Savior. 

So, the benediction tonight comes from Hebrews 13. I’ll read it starting in verse 20, 
 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, 

by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that 
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” 

 
I love you, Church.



September 10, 2017 
Luke 15: 1-32 
Rob Conti 
 

Spencer mentioned football season and hunting season and I’ve been thinking today how it’s just fun to 
celebrate. It really is. Last night, I was watching a Georgia Bulldogs game with my brother and neither one of us are 
really big college football fans but we were pulling for Georgia. Right at the end of the game they pulled it out and our 
natural reaction was to turn to one another and slap each other’s hands. At the moment, I didn’t think anything weird 
about that but today I was asking myself, “When…and why? How is this a thing?” I get to go to a professional football 
game every year because of a sweet family connection. Thank you, Sarah. It is not unusual to see two grown men 
celebrate, who no doubt either work in a cubicle or tell other grown men what to do with their time, but because a 
grown man in tight pants took a leather ball filled with air and got it into paint, they jump up and bump chests because 
it’s fun to celebrate. Already this week, I have gotten multiple texts from people with pictures of dead deer, and I 
celebrate with them and rejoice with them. I say things like, “That’s a fine looking dead animal.” I rejoice with them and 
take that moment to celebrate. We look for opportunities to do that, right? And usually, what do we like to do to 
connect with celebration? The high five is great. The chest bump is too much. Don’t go to the ‘atta boy’. But what do we 
love to connect to celebration? Food, right? There are different types of celebrations and they call for different types of 
feasting. When you start thinking about Christmas, in my family for a long time it was prime rib. Then, we realized that 
we go into debt every year. Now, it’s lunch meats. Still, it’s great to celebrate and to celebrate with food. We do this 
because it’s natural and it’s good. 

So, I think, in our passage tonight this has just blown me away. I’m sure if you’ve been reading ahead you are, 
too. We are in Luke 15, and we see that the reason we do this, the reason you like to celebrate, the reason it’s in us and 
natural, is because it’s an echo of being made in the image and the likeness of our God. Our God rejoices. Our God 
celebrates. And we’re going to see that. We’re going to see that often the thing that moves Him to celebrate and to 
rejoice is when we surrender in repentance and when He comes and rescues us. So, let’s look at this. 

Luke 15:1, 
 

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.” 
 
I want to pause before we go any further into chapter 15 and for a second forget about the little titles and 

headings in our Bibles. I want you to forget that it says chapter 15. I want us to remember where we were last week and 
how Jesus laid out this high demand of what it costs to be His disciple and what it means to follow Him. Jesus was saying 
things like, “You have to deny yourself and renounce yourself. You have to turn away from everything, so much so that 
your love for me will make every other relationship that you have look like hatred. I need to become primary in your life. 
You need to let go of everything to follow me. You turn from it to follow me without hesitation and without reserve.” 
There’s no turning back, right? Jesus lays this out and then at the end of it He says, if you look down at Luke 14:35, as He 
is finishing talking about salt, 

 
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

 
Now, without a heading or a new chapter, just keep reading. 
 
Luke 15:1, 
 

“Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.” 
 
Do you see it? What’s He saying about these guy? What’s He saying about tax collectors and sinners? He’s saying 

that their ears are open. They have ears to hear. He is saying that these are the people who have turned their backs on 
who they used to be in order to follow Jesus. They are denying themselves. They are following in the steps of Jesus. They 
want to be near Jesus. They want to hear from Jesus. They want to follow Jesus. So, Luke is making it clear that these are 
the people who are being attracted by Jesus, who are hearing His word, who are understanding the message of the 
kingdom of God—that Jesus came to seek and to save the lost; that there is grace and forgiveness and mercy; that He 



came to bind up the wounded and heal the injured; that this Messiah, Jesus, has come and He is offering to them the 
kingdom of God. They are hearing that message. 

Verse 2, 
 

“And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, saying, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with 
them.’” 
 
They grumbled. I’ll read this quote from Phil Ryken. He said this, 
 
“The Pharisees were right about one thing. Jesus was a man who welcomed sinners. We know this 
because they said, ‘This man receives sinners and eats with them.’” 
 
Then Ryken, in his own words, says, 
 
“This is one of the best summaries of Jesus’ ministries anywhere in all the Gospels.” 
 
The irony is that they should have been celebrating. The Pharisees and the scribes right here should have said 

just what they said, “This man receives sinners. He even eats with them. He’s hanging out with tax collectors, and 
sinners, and prostitutes…” They should have been celebrating, “He has come! The Messiah is here! The one who is 
opening the world to the kingdom of God!” But instead, they said the same thing but they are complaining, they’re 
grumbling, they’re murmuring. It’s so sad, isn’t it? For them, tax collectors were the worst. They were turncoats. They 
betrayed all of Israel. They sided with Rome and were collecting taxes for Rome and profiting off of it themselves. 
“Sinners” was a general catch-all term for people who didn’t follow the Law and weren’t willing to submit to the 
Pharisees and their interpretation of the Law. They were just broadly categorized as sinners—the outcasts. Because, to 
the Pharisees, to the scribes, these people were beyond hope. They were beyond salvation. In fact, one rabbi from that 
time period is quoted as saying not to eat with them, not to meet with them, and not to even teach them the Law. These 
sinners were outsiders and outcasts. What they have done is beyond forgiveness. Who they are is beyond redemption. 
That’s how the Pharisees and scribes viewed them. So, for Jesus to meet with them and for Jesus to eat with them, in 
the minds of the Pharisees it was as if Jesus was partaking in their lifestyle. We see that it would be prohibited to eat 
with sinners, but the idea wasn’t to literally not eat with them. The idea was to not partake in their life and in their sin. 
That’s how they saw Jesus. If He was going to eat with them, and welcome them, and have fellowship with them, what 
that meant to them was that He was okay with how they lived. But that’s not what Jesus was doing. Not at all. But they 
were blind to it and Jesus is going to expose that. 

So, Jesus tells three stories. Really, Luke says that Jesus tells a parable. He says it’s one parable, not plural, but 
it’s in three parts. We are going to look at each part and how they work together to make one major point. First, quickly, 
I want to say a word about parables. This is from James Montgomery Boice who wrote a little book called The Parables 
of Jesus. 132 You can get it on Kindle for about ten bucks and I really encourage you to do it. Let me read you what he says 
and make a couple of comments. 

 
“In the parables of Jesus not every detail has meaning. Indeed, to try to force meaning into each 

one can produce strange and even demonstrably false doctrines. Parables are merely real-life stories 
from which one or possibly a few basic truths are drawn.” 
 
We said something similar a few weeks ago. I think a lot of times with parables, the stories of Jesus, that we get 

confused because we try to make every aspect of the story and every character in the story represent some theological, 
doctrinal, deep truth, and that’s not always the point. In fact, oftentimes, the parable or story is given to make one big 
point. If you try to make every character or detail fit some sort of theological category you will miss it all. You will have a 
skewed view of what Jesus was teaching. So, we have to look to the context to know what the main point is. What’s the 
main point He’s teaching us here? 

So, verse 3, 
 

                                                             
132 Boice, James Montgomery. The Parables of Jesus; Moody Publishers (2016) 



“So he told them this parable: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds 
it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 
was lost.’” 
 
Here, Jesus makes the interpretation clear for us. 
 

“Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who need no repentance.” 
 
He asks, “Which one of you who had a hundred sheep would leave the ninety-nine to go find the lost one?” It’s 

not a real shepherd. He is telling a story. He’s looking at the Pharisees and looking the scribes in the eye. I’m sure some 
of them were tempted to raise their hand at the question, like, “I wouldn’t go. I’m going to leave ninety-nine sheep in 
the open country to go find the one?” That’s bad business, right? They would miss the point. He’s saying, “I take 
joy…God takes joy. You look at the tax collectors and you look at sinners and all you have is hatred and all you see is 
their sin. But God sees past that. He sees through that. He sees the value of their eternal soul. So, for God there is great 
joy and rejoicing over one soul that is saved, that repents, so He does go. The Good Shepherd goes.” It doesn’t make 
sense but this is what the Good Shepherd does. Jesus tells the story of a shepherd that will go and he will seek this 
sheep that can’t save itself. A sheep that’s weak, that’s lost, that’s exposed to weather, and dangerous cliffs, and wild 
animals. Whatever it is, this sheep can’t save itself. 

For so long, I thought it was just a sheep analogy. The picture is of sheep and we are all dumb sheep. Compared 
to God we are all a bunch of idiots who don’t know what we’re doing. Then, for the first time, I saw it different while I 
was studying this passage. Jesus could have called us what we were, what we are, right? He could have just called us 
sinners. He could have called us a brood of vipers, a bunch of snakes tied up in sin and indulging in selfish pleasures, 
intentionally leaving the God who made us and created us to love and serve Him. But He doesn’t. He likens us to sheep. 
That’s grace. Because what is He saying? He sees our need. He has compassion on our needs and our weakness. There is 
not condescension the way that the Pharisees are condescending, to put themselves up above them as if they are 
better. Jesus does condescend, doesn’t He? But not like the Pharisees, not in self-righteous pride. Jesus condescends by 
humbling himself, by coming to where we are to rescue us. He paints a picture. There is more joy in Heaven over one 
sinner who is found, over one sinner who is saved, than the ninety-nine righteous who need no salvation. 

I wonder for the Pharisees if their minds went back to Psalm 23. I wonder if their minds went back to Ezekiel 34. 
That’s where my mind went. Ezekiel 34 is a powerful passage where God is rebuking the religious leaders of Israel. He 
rebukes them and He says, “You are not shepherding my people. In fact, you are profiting off of them. You are eating the 
meat and you’re selling the wool but you leave them injured. You leave them to wander and they are being unattended 
and they are being swallowed up by wild beasts. He is rebuking the religious leaders of Israel. He’s rebuking their 
political leaders to the point where He says this in Ezekiel 34:11, 

 
“For thus says the Lord God, Yahweh: ‘Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 

them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so 
will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day 
of clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the 
countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the 
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and 
on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, 
and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord Yahweh. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring 
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong 
I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.’” 
 
Skip down to verse 23. He says, 
 



“’And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall 
feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, Yahweh, will be their God, and my servant David shall be 
prince among them. I, Yahweh; I have spoken.’” 
 
I wonder if that verse began to echo in their minds. They knew it. These are the Pharisees and the scribes, the 

experts in the Law. They knew this passage. They knew that they should have been looking for this one shepherd. He’s 
not talking about David. At this point, when Ezekiel gets this word of prophecy, David has been dead for six-hundred 
years. Who is he talking about? Who is he talking about? This is the Sunday School answer, church. Jesus, right? He’s 
talking about Jesus. This is a Messianic prophecy. God is saying, “My people are scattered. Eternal souls are scattered. 
Because of sin they are wounded, and they are dying, and they are eaten up, and the people who should be shepherding 
them aren’t, so I’m going to come. I’m going to come and I’ll shepherd them. I’ll seek them. I’ll look for them. They are 
not looking for me. The sheep aren’t looking for the shepherd. The sheep can’t save itself so the shepherd comes to find 
the sheep.” God says, “I’ll do that and I’ll do it through my servant, David. I’ll do it through Jesus.” 

Jesus has come and He tells them this story. He says, “You guys are freaking out because I’m hanging out with 
tax collectors and sinner. You should be rejoicing, because if I can save them, and if I can heal them, then I can save you. 
If I can save them from the depravity of their sin, I can save you from the hypocrisy of your self-righteousness.” They 
should have celebrated and rejoiced that the Good Shepherd was in their midst, but they missed it. 

So, He tells them another parable. Verse 8, 
 

“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep 
the house and seek diligently until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends 
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, 
there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
See it. The picture here is that this woman represents God. Something is lost that He considers valuable. She 

loses a coin and in her dim house she lights the lamp, she sweeps, she works, because right now, while that coin is lost in 
the darkness and the dirt, it doesn’t mean anything to her. What value does it have in and of itself? It can’t find itself. It 
can’t buy something on its own. The moment she finds it, because she values it, it’s restored. This is simple. Jesus is 
saying that God values us, the worst of us, made in the image and likeness of God; male and female made in His image. 
He values us. He assigned us value at creation and He proved it. He proved it. How much does He value you? He left the 
throne of Heaven to turn on the light, and to sweep the floor, to find you. He says again, “Rejoice with me.” This woman 
says, “Rejoice and come celebrate with me. This is reason to celebrate. I found my coin.” 

It’s fun to celebrate. When something good happens you want other people to rejoice with you. You are like 
that because God is like that. I can’t watch a baptism. I can’t see it because my eyes are wet. Why? Because I’m happy 
and rejoicing because a lost soul has been saved, and renewed, and made alive, and they are now a brother or a sister. 
Why do we rejoice? Because God rejoices and because you are made in His image and His likeness and now that you’ve 
been redeemed, and quickened, and made alive, that truth now resounds in you. Celebrate! Rejoice! Why do we 
celebrate even though we are lame and the best we can do is clap a little bit? Why do we do that? Because, we care 
because God cares. God celebrates when one person is saved. “They have ears to hear. That’s why they are coming to 
me.” 

Previously, when He finished the first story of the shepherd, He said, “There is more rejoicing in Heaven over the 
one sinner who is saved than the ninety-nine righteous persons who need no salvation.” The Pharisees should have 
known. I would love to have heard the tone in which Jesus said this, especially if I understood Aramaic or Hebrew or 
whichever one He said this in. What was His tone? He’s being sarcastic, “There is no one righteous, no not one.” He has 
spent chapter after chapter rebuking these people and telling them to repent. He’s not saying, “You guys should be 
happy. You’re righteous and they need salvation.” No, He’s being sarcastic. He’s telling the Pharisees that they are not 
righteous. They are not righteous. He’s going to say this in chapter 18, when He tells another parable about the 
Pharisees 

 
“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

treated others with contempt.” 
 



He’s saying, “You think you are righteous. Oh, you’re righteous? Oh, you don’t need me? You don’t need 
salvation? You don’t need the Good Shepherd? You don’t need me to come seek and to save you because you’re good?” 
He’s using irony. He’s using irony to get their attention. This whole conversation that He is having with the Pharisees is 
for their good. He’s reaching out to them. This is as much compassion as He showed the tax collectors and the sinners. 
He’s reaching out to them. He won’t let them be comfortable in their self-righteousness. 

So, we have these first two parables and it’s beautiful. God is the one taking the initiative. He’s the one seeking 
us out. This is sovereign grace. We are not looking for Him. We are dead in our trespasses and sins. No one seeks for 
God. No one pursues righteousness. Our God comes to save us. This is the Gospel—that our Saviour would leave His 
throne, humble himself, become one of us, and enter into our condition to find us, to seek us, and to save us. This is the 
Gospel. He came looking for you. But it’s interesting that He puts all the emphasis on the work of God. That’s the picture 
He’s painting. The picture is God coming to save us, but both times He references a sinner repenting. Now, He’s going to 
highlight it in our third parable, the parable of the lost son. 

 
“And he said, ‘There was a man who had two sons.’” 

 
So, we have three characters: the father, an older son, and a younger son, and we are going to learn something 

from each of them. 
 

“And he said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to his father, 
‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property between them. 
13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and 
there he squandered his property in reckless living.’” 
 
This is where we get the word ‘prodigal’ from. Prodigal means reckless or wasteful. Again, these aren’t real 

people. He’s telling a story. He’s looking at the Pharisees and the scribes in the eyes, and talking to tax collectors and 
sinners, people who we shouldn’t even call sinners anymore. That’s not who they are. That’s not their identity. They 
have heard the Gospel, the good news that Jesus is preaching, and they are coming to Him. They are our brothers and 
our sisters. 

He’s telling this story. There’s a father whose younger son comes to him and says, “I want my share of the 
inheritance.” That would have been one-third of all that the father had. For these Jews who were listening, they would 
have right away thought that this was shameful. They would have seen the shame in this story right away; the shame on 
the younger son. Because, essentially what the boy is saying to his father is, “I don’t care about you. As far as I’m 
concerned you can go ahead and die. I want my inheritance. I want the property.” And it says that he gathered it 
together. Apparently, that’s a financial term that means that he liquidated the assets. He turned it into cash because he 
has one thing on his mind—he wants to go and indulge. He just wants to go live in the world. He wants to be away from 
his father, away from his family, away from his religion, and he wants to just go and indulge in the world, and that’s 
what he does. So, right away, the Pharisees would have seen the shame in this younger son. Maybe they would have 
been confused as to why Jesus was telling the story. What kind of father would do that? What kind of father would turn 
his boy out like that? They’d think the father should have backhanded him. He should have taken him to the gates, to 
the elders of the city, and said, “My son is dishonoring me.” 

So, Jesus has their attention. Now, verse 13, 
 

“Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, 
and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And when he had spent everything, a severe 
famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of 
the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with 
the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.” 
 
It just gets worse and worse. This boy’s life is spiraling out of control. The fall that this boy experiences would 

have been the Pharisee’s worst nightmare. They wouldn’t want a son like this. They would disown a son like this. Not 
only does he shame his father and leave to go live among Gentiles, and not only does he live apart from the Law of God 
in reckless living, we know later from the words of the other brother that he spent his money on prostitutes. He was 
immoral and Godless. Now, when the money is gone and the famine hits he is so desperate. I almost see the corner of 



Jesus’ mouth begin to smirk, right? He knows what He’s doing. He knows the buttons He’s pushing. Then, He says, 
“Then, it got so bad that the boy went and worked for somebody feeding pigs.” The Pharisees would have fumed. This is 
the lowest of the low. This is rock bottom. He turned his back on his family, turned his back on his religion, turned his 
back on his people, and now he is one with the pigs. He is utterly unclean. But that’s what they see. In the story, the boy 
is desperate. He’s so desperate. He has hit rock bottom. He is so desperate that he would eat what the pigs are eating 
but no one gave him anything. 

Phil Ryken says this, 
 
“What a picture this is of our own spiritual condition outside of Christ. This is what it means to be lost; to 
run away from God and decide to go our own way in life is to end up living in spiritual squalor.” 
 
Jesus isn’t making an argument for the tax collectors and the sinners as being righteous in and of themselves. He 

knows the condition they were in. It’s the same condition that we are all in. Not everyone sins in the same way. Some 
people’s sins are way more accepted by society. Some people are really good at hiding them and some people wear 
them on their sleeves and indulge in them. You can see it from a mile away and you can smell it on them. That was this 
boy. Literally, if it was a real boy you would have been able to smell it on him. He smelled like the pigs. He was totally 
unclean, separate from God, and in the Pharisees’ minds he was beyond hope of redemption. There was no place for 
him in the kingdom of God; no place for him at the table. Why would you even talk to such a person? 

Verse 17, 
 

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than 
enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, 
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 
Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ 20 And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a 
long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And 
the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son.’” 
 
Did you see that? He wasn’t done with his speech yet. He got the first part of his speech out but what else was 

he going to say? “Just let me be your servant.” But his father cut him off. 
 

“22 But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a 
ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and 
celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate.” 

 
Do you see the picture that Jesus is painting? Do you see the story He’s telling? Can you picture it in your minds? 

The boy is walking back and the smell of the pigsty is still on him. He has nothing, he’s in rags, and he’s rehearsing the 
story. He’s rehearsing his speech, “I’ve sinned against God. I’ve sinned against you. I don’t deserve to be your son. Will 
you please just let me work for you? I don’t want to die.” He’s walking and rehearsing. Then, this old man looks out. 
Think of the shame the boy would have felt. He feels the guilt and he feels the shame. The father looks out and he 
recognizes his son from a long way off. He recognizes his boy and he runs. For the Pharisees that heard this story this 
would have been offensive. Apparently, in that part of Asia, in the Orient at that time, it was considered shameful for an 
older man, a noble, to run. In fact, the rabbis had sayings that said you shouldn’t even pull up your robe to walk quickly. 
It was shameful and undignified to run. The word that is used for running here really means to sprint. It probably means 
he had to pull up his robe pretty high and that was undignified and shameful. But do you see the picture? The boy is 
walking in shame and he has a long way to go. Everyone he would have passed would have judged him, but the father 
sees him and he bears the shame. The father bears the shame. He doesn’t care. He pulls up his robe and he sprints, he 
runs, and whoever thinks whatever, he is going for his boy. He boy was dead and he was alive. He was lost and now he’s 
found. And he gets to his boy, and he puts his arms around him, and he gets into the muck and mire that he had 
smeared all over him, and he embraces him. He takes the shame. Then, he says, “Put the ring on his finger, put the robe 
on his back, put sandals on him.” He covers him with honor. He removes his shame and gives him honor. Yes, he’s a 
sinner. Yes, he was lost. Yes, he was dead. But in his repentance the father rescues him. 



In the first two parables, what is highlighted is God’s initiative, God going to save. Here, that is no less a part of 
the story but He is highlighting repentance. The boy repents. James Boice says this, 

 
“For although it is God who seeks and finds, that is never so apart from the repentance and conversion 
of the rebellious prodigal. I believe it is chiefly to make that point that Jesus told the third parable.” 
 
Repentance and faith are always part of God’s plan in rescuing us. 
Then, there is the older son. They were celebrating because it’s fun to celebrate. It’s good to rejoice. What more 

to rejoice in than a lost soul being saved? Now, verse 25, 
 

“Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music 
and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 27 And he said to 
him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him 
back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 
but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your 
command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this 
son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for 
him!’ 31 And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to 
celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 
He’s talking to the Pharisees. It’s clear that the younger brother represented the tax collectors. He’s a sinner. 

The older brother is the Pharisees and the scribes. The tax collectors are hearing the Word of God. They are drawing 
near to Jesus. They are entering into the kingdom. And the Pharisees grumble and complain. The father said, “You’ve 
been out in the field working. Your brother is home. He’s home!! It’s right, and necessary, and good that we should 
celebrate and rejoice!” But he won’t do it and he complains against his father. He calls into question his father’s 
goodness. He says, “I’ve been working.” Maybe that’s the hint that Jesus gives us that was a real issue. It was their work 
and it was their self-righteousness. 

 
What the Pharisees had failed to understand is that people who try to be law-keepers are just as guilty as people 

who know that they are lawbreakers. 
Timothy Keller said there are two ways of running from God: 1) rebellion and outright indulgence and 2) 

hypocritical self-righteousness, legalism. There are two ways of running from God but one way home. Do you see the 
compassion of Jesus right here in this moment? He’s looking at the Pharisees and telling them that they are the older 
brother. “You are so close to me. You’re here. You study the Word. You say your prayers. But your heart is far from me.” 
It’s evident. The fact that they won’t celebrate a sinner being saved makes it clear that they don’t know the heart of 
God—that they don’t know the Saviour. They trust in themselves so they condemn others. But the grace and the 
mercy—why is Jesus having this conversation? He is offering the same forgiveness to these self-righteous men. The 
blood of Jesus is just as powerful to save these self-righteous hypocrites who have trusted in themselves their whole 
lives and not thought that they needed anything from the Lord—Jesus offers the Gospel as much to them as to the man 
who is dying in the gutter and addicted to drugs. He’s just as powerful to save. 

So, Jesus leaves the story open. He has done this before. We want closure. I want closure. I want to know if the 
brother said, “You are right dad, I’m sorry,” and if he joined the party, or did he stomp off into the field angry. I need 
some closure but it’s not here. Jesus leaves it open. I think He leaves it open because He’s staring at them. He has 
preached the sermon. He said, “It’s right. It’s good to celebrate this.” The kingdom is open and He is inviting the 
Pharisees in, “Come celebrate with us. These are your brothers if you will come in. Come celebrate.” I think we know 
from the rest of the New Testament that there were Pharisees and scribes who got saved, who came to Christ. I think 
we also know that there were a lot who didn’t. In fact, there were probably a lot of these guys who, right here, are 
grumbling and complaining, who will soon be plotting and offering Judas money to betray Jesus. They will stand and yell, 
“Crucify Him!” They will stand and yell for Barabbas. That’s tragic. 

So, what’s our application? I know that for me what has been so good is the main point—what Jesus kept driving 
home: there is more joy and rejoicing in Heaven over one sinner. Just so, God celebrates when He finds the lost soul. The 
picture is of the Father saying, “Kill the fatted calf, crank up the music, let’s celebrate!” This is not my default image of 
God in my brain. But do you see it? What is Jesus teaching us about God? He’s happy. He’s happy. He’s full of joy. In fact, 



God is the fountain of all true joy, and happiness, and rejoicing. Any real joy, any real reason to celebrate beyond some 
temporary moment… I’m all about it; I’ll fist bump, I’ll high five, and if my team wins I will break protocol and I will chest 
bump. I’m not above celebrating. Celebrating is fun but it’s temporary, right? It’s fleeting. It’s momentary. It’s an echo 
and a reminder that there is something greater to celebrate. We have that because it is part of the nature and character 
of God. Listen to me—you have a God that rejoices and He rejoiced on the day that you cried out in repentance and 
faith, whether from self-righteous pride or the depravity of your sin. He rejoiced over you and He hasn’t stopped. He 
hasn’t stopped. In fact, He’s preparing an eternity when that’s what we will do. We will rejoice together. We will 
celebrate together. We will eat together forever in Heaven and it will be awesome. We are just going to worship Him, 
celebrate Him, and His goodness, and He lets us partake of that. “Come celebrate with me.” He invites us to do it now. 

Is He a God of justice and wrath? Yes. He’s a lot bigger than us. I can only express one thing at one time 
decently. Earlier, when Brodie was giving updates about our missionaries and telling how the pastor is responding to 
difficulty, we rejoiced in his wisdom and his steadfastness but he is also broken over the one in his flock who has turned 
away. For me, it’s conflicting. I don’t know which way to go. I feel bad if I don’t feel bad. But God is not like that. He’s 
infinite. Yes, He has just wrath, but for God, His mercy, and His grace, and His love will flow in the same vein as His wrath 
when He pours it out. He is always warning of the one and offering the other. And we get to celebrate with Him and we 
can do it now. 

As a kid growing up, I watched Jesus of Nazareth133 a lot. Anybody else? It was okay. It took some liberties. The 
guy who played Jesus was so intense. I think what he was going for was that this was not just a man—this was God. So, I 
appreciate that but he was so intense. He had these ginormous blue eyes like all first century Jews and every scene was 
him staring into the camera and, as a kid, I would think, “He knows what I’m thinking.” He was so intense. Every time he 
would heal somebody he would stare and do this thing with his hand. He was so serious that it’s imprinted on my brain. 
Then, as someone who relates to the prodigal son so much—I knew the truth as a kid and I had seen Jesus of Nazareth 
every Easter—I knew the Gospel but I ran headlong against it. When Jesus saved me I was in my own personal pigsty. So, 
I have a hard time sometime getting past the, “I have sinned against a holy God, a just God, and I deserve His wrath. He 
had grace and mercy on me but I can’t look up.” But Jesus says, “No, no, no…look up. Look up and celebrate. Your God is 
rejoicing over you.” 

Look at Zephaniah 3:17. Listen to this, 
 

“Yahweh your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness; He will quiet you by His love; He will exult over you with loud singing.” 
 
See your God like that. See your God, your Saviour, rejoicing. That frees you. Is life hard? Yes. Is following Jesus 

hard? Yes. Is this crazy? He’s saying, “Take up your cross, deny yourself, die to yourself, die to this world, follow me, 
suffering, but in the midst of it rejoice.” Rejoice. Why? Because Jesus has overcome all of this. He’s overcome it. He’s 
victorious. In these parables, He doesn’t go into it, but we know why the sheep, the coin, and the boy have eternal value 
in the picture. It’s because Jesus, our God, came to seek and to save the lost, and that meant He would come and lay 
down His life. For all the prodigals throughout history, He didn’t sweep our sin under the table. For every Pharisee who 
would ever cry out and repentance, He didn’t ignore their sin. Jesus bore the weight of their sin. He loves you. He loves 
you. He sees you. And on the cross He absorbed the Hell that you deserve, to rescue you. That’s how He sought for you 
diligently. He took your wrath, He took your Hell, He took your punishment and He satisfied it and then rose again in 
victory over it, so He could offer to you salvation. 

A lot of us have it. A lot of us have been redeemed and we have been reminded that if that is us, if we have been 
rescued, then we will celebrate with the lost who are saved. We will be passionate about the lost getting the Gospel and 
hearing the Gospel. For some of us tonight, the application is this—to see God rejoicing and full of joy and happiness. 
That starts with you repenting. You can’t do this on your own. Listen, you weren’t made to do this on your own. You 
were made by Jesus and for Jesus, and the greatest lie in the history of the world is that you don’t need Him and you can 
do it your way. I didn’t mean to quote Frank Sinatra but I did. It’s such a lie and it leads to death and damnation. You 
were created by Jesus and for Jesus, to live for His glory, and He offers you forgiveness whether you’re self-righteous or 
depraved. The Gospel is powerful to save. 

Pray with me. 

                                                             
133 Jesus of Nazareth is a 1977 British-Italian television miniseries directed by Franco Zeffirelli and co-written by Zeffirelli, Anthony 

Burgess, and Suso Cecchi d'Amico, which dramatizes the birth, life, ministry, crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. It stars Robert Powell as Jesus. 



Lord God, we love you. Thank you for the Gospel. Thank you that you came to seek and to save the lost; that you 
would pull us out of the mire of our own sin, our own pigsty; that you would pull others out of self-righteousness and 
the lie that they’re good and they don’t need you. I pray that tonight that you would save, that you would bring men and 
women to repentance and faith; that they would see their need for you and cry out and that you would celebrate over 
them and rejoice over them and that we would all join in on that. I pray, Lord, that we would be a church that is faithful 
to share the truth of the Gospel with those who desperately need it. Some people wear it on their sleeves and I pray 
that we wouldn’t pass them by and ignore them, thinking that they are unworthy or too far gone, but that we would see 
their sin as a cry for help. I pray that we wouldn’t shy away from those who seem like they don’t need you but that we 
would call them to repentance and faith for your glory. We love you, Lord, and we need you. In Christ’s name, Amen.





September 17, 2017 
Luke 16:1-18 
Spencer Davis 
 

(Service began by showing a scene from Ocean’s Twelve134, where the movie’s characters are plotting every 
move of their upcoming heist.) 

Alright, so that’s a scene from Ocean’s Twelve. It is kind of a strange way to start the service but it is kind of what 
this passage reminds me of a little bit. This is one of the strangest passages I’ve ever read. When we were going through 
Luke and planning out who was going to preach what, I saw this passage and thought, “I really hope I get this passage 
because I have no idea what it means. I have no clue.” But the more I studied it the more fascinating it got, because the 
plot that is carried out in this is what Jesus describes as shrewd, and it’s really fascinating. So, what I’m going to do is 
read the first part, the parable portion, and we will try to make it all the way to verse 18 tonight. 

This is a parable that Jesus tells. If y’all have been with us for a while, you know we are going through Luke, and 
we have just gone through a portion where Jesus told three parables in a row. Remember that the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling against Jesus, saying, “This man receives sinners and He eats with them.” That should have been 
a proclamation of praise but they were using it to grumble against Jesus, “He’s eating with sinners.” So, Jesus goes down 
and tells three stories: the parable of the lost sheep, the parable of the lost coin, and the parable of the prodigal son. 
And now, He’s going to tell the parable of the dishonest manager. 

So, Luke 16. You can follow along. 
 

“He also said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and said to him, “What is 
this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.” 
3 And the manager said to himself, “What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away 
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I have decided what to do, so that 
when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.” 5 So, summoning his 
master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, “How much do you owe my master?” 6 He said, “A 
hundred measures of oil.” He said to him, “Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” 7 Then he 
said to another, “And how much do you owe?” He said, “A hundred measures of wheat. “He said to him, 
“Take your bill, and write eighty.” 8 The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. 
For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9 
And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may 
receive you into the eternal dwellings.’” 
 
Let’s pray over this passage before we jump in. 
Jesus, thank you for your Word. I thank you for this story that you told and I pray that we would get what you 

wanted us to get out of this when you wrote it. I pray that you would guard and guide my mouth and that you would 
guard and guide these people’s minds as they listen. God, I pray that your Spirit would just explain this to us, because we 
want to know you better through studying this passage. God, I pray that you would speak to us. In your name we pray, 
Jesus, Amen. 

 
Philip Ryken points out that chapter 15 dealt with wrong attitudes towards people and chapter 16 is dealing 

with wrong attitudes towards possessions. Really, what Jesus is getting to at the core of this is that He is going to talk 
about what we treasure and what we value. That’s the core of the parable of the manager. It’s interesting where the 
parable sits if you look at the context because it’s right after the prodigal son and it’s right before the rich man and 
Lazarus. So, all three of these parables are talking about valuing people, valuing sinners, and valuing money. It’s an 
interesting thing that He’s doing with all these parables being together. 

If you are like me, when I read this the first time I was really confused. It almost sounds like Jesus is saying that 
it’s alright if you get a little dishonest. You can cheat a little bit. You can make friends however you have to. If it’s 
dishonest wealthy, cheat if you can get ahead. But we know that’s not what He’s saying—so what is He saying? It is 

                                                             
134 Ocean's Twelve is a 2004 American comedy heist film, the first sequel to 2001's Ocean's Eleven. Like its predecessor, which was a 

remake of the 1960 heist film Ocean's 11, the film was directed by Steven Soderbergh and used an ensemble cast. It was released in the United 
States on December 10, 2004. The film stars George Clooney as Danny Ocean. (Wikipedia) 



interesting that we just read the parable of the prodigal son. The word prodigal is something we use today for somebody 
who is wandering or lost, but the word prodigal means wasteful. So, we just read the story of the prodigal son and now 
we are going into the story of the prodigal manager, the wasteful manager. 

So, let me give a note about parables. I know that Rob talked about this last week and Brody talked about it a 
couple of weeks before. But, whenever you read a parable you can’t do a line by line comparison and say this equals 
this, and that equals that, and what does this other thing mean in the parable? You can’t equate every little character 
and nuance of the story to real life. You will miss it if you do that. This is more of a bird’s-eye view that’s teaching a 
lesson. 

With my kids this week, I told the story of Icarus. Are you familiar with the story of Icarus? In a nutshell, this 
Greek myth tells the story of a man named Daedalus. The king had commissioned him to build a prison so he built this 
elaborate prison on an island. He had a son who was building with him. Then, the son did something to make the king 
mad so the king ended up putting him into this labyrinth so he could never find his way out. Well, Daedalus and his son, 
Icarus, collected a lot of feathers and they took some wax from the construction and they made themselves wings. They 
put the wax all over their arms and put the feathers into the wax and their plan was to fly away from the island. So, 
Daedalus went on a test flight first. Then he told his son that they were going to fly but not to fly too close to the Sun or 
the wax would melt. Also, don’t go too low or the ocean spray will mess up the feathers. So, they began to fly and Icarus 
was just alive with the feeling of flying and he was so excited that he was getting more and more bold. Daedalus was 
saying, “Not too high! Not too high!” but Icarus was so excited that he was soaring, and soaring, higher, and higher, until 
he looked down and realized he was losing altitude because the wax was melting and his feathers were falling off. And 
Icarus fell to his death. 

So, I was telling this story to my kids and asked them, “What’s the point of the Icarus story?” and they said, 
“Obey your daddy!” Yes, that’s the point of the Icarus story. But we would have gotten lost in the application if they 
asked, “What does the ocean represent?” Was it his desires and was he plunging into them? No. The application is “obey 
your daddy.” That’s it. 

I think that we get a little nerdy with the parables but we forget that Jesus told them orally. The people would 
get the main point of these parables. So, when we are getting into the parables, this one or any other, don’t try to take 
every character or every word that is said and find a meaning behind it. Let’s just look at the broad picture of what Jesus 
is saying. When you get in here, it’s actually a pretty simple parable but the application is where it gets hard. 

 
“He also said to the disciples….” 

 
So, Jesus is speaking to the disciples and He tells them this story. 
 

“There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
wasting his possessions. 2 And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in 
the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’” 
 
This situation happens all over the world nearly every day. Someone is mishandling money, somebody is 

misappropriating funds, somebody is committing fraud, and it gets found out and they are fired. They are out of there. 
So, this is the situation that is happening; this guy is wasting money. He’s doing something shady. He’s mishandling 
money. It’s interesting that the word he uses for this man is “wasting” his possessions. This is the same word that is used 
of the prodigal son when he “squandered” his father’s possessions. It’s the same word, so He’s drawing parallels here. 

So, the master hears something from somebody. He’s says, “What is this that I hear about you?” He hears that 
this guy is involved in shady behavior and he believes it. He hasn’t proven it yet, he doesn’t have the account books yet, 
but he says something like, “What did I hear about you? Go get me your account books. You can no longer be manager.” 
The master kind of did something you should probably never do, which is pre-fire somebody. It leaves the manager open 
to do some shady stuff and he does. The manager is probably not high on the master’s list and he thinks, “Okay, I’ve 
been pre-fired.” The master had been like, “You are probably fired, but until then hold my money.” 

Verse 3, 
 

“And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management 
away from me?’” 
 



He knows he’s getting fired, right? It’s not like he can take the books to the master and show that he’s in the 
good. He knows he’s being dishonest but he’s pretty torn up because he doesn’t know what he’s going to do. He thinks, 
“The master is firing me. I’m not strong enough to dig.” So, he’s not interested in a blue collar job. He wants to keep the 
same standard of living that he’s had. We don’t know if he’s literally not strong enough to dig, if he’s really old or 
disabled, or if he’s just no interested in manual labor. So, he says, “I’m not strong enough to dig and I’m ashamed to beg. 
I’m not going to do that so I have to find some way.” There’s no severance or unemployment package. He has to get a 
job but his skill set is white collar and everybody that he works with is sort of in this community. So, what’s he going to 
do? He starts scheming toward the future. “What am I going to do? The master is taking my management away from 
me. I’m not going to go work a blue collar job; I can’t do that. I’m definitely not going to beg. There has to be a third 
option.” He just starts scheming and thinking about his future. “What am I going to do about the future? I have to 
provide for the future. What can I do?” Then, it’s like an aha moment. In verse 4, he figures it out and he says, “Aha!” 
The commentators say it’s like this idea comes to him instantly and he’s like, “I’ve decided what to do!”  

Verse 4, 
 

“I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive 
me into their houses.” 
 
This is where the Ocean’s Twelve stuff starts coming in. He starts getting really shrewd and really clever. The way 

he does it is really fascinating. We love stories like this. In Ocean’s Eleven and movies like that, we start rooting for the 
bad guys. These guys are stealing money and we are like, “Yeah, steal that money!” The FBI is closing in and we are 
hoping, “Don’t catch them…don’t catch them.” There is always a sort of fake catch and then they get away in the end 
and we think, “That was genius!” Why are we drawn to stories like that? I don’t know but we are, and this is one of 
those. 

So, he says, 
 

“I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive 
me into their houses.” 
 
That’s a crucial point. He’s saying, “I’ve decided what I can do so that when I lose that job I can still conduct 

business.” A lot of times, masters would have managers live in their houses with them. He thinks, “I know what I can do 
so that I still have income once I get fired.” 

So, here’s his plan: 
 

“Summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my 
master?’ 6 He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and 
write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another….” 
 
These are just two illustrations. There were a ton of debtors to the master and it says he summoned them one 

by one. To the second debtor he asked, 
 

“‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 
your bill, and write eighty.’” 
 
Here is where the solution is brilliant. Think through it. Remember, this is a fictional story, but this guy would go 

to jail if this was a real story today, right? He would go to jail. But what he has decided to do is this; he still controls the 
books. The master pre-fired him but he hasn’t given up the books yet. He still controls the books but he knows that 
window is closing. His opportunity is brief. He knows he is fired but none of the debtors know he is fired. He has just a 
short amount of time to carry his plan out. So, all of his business knowledge is white collar and he has good rapport with 
all of the businessmen in the community. He is the one that all the debtors come to when they want to see the master. 
So, he’s a man of action and he knows, “I’ve got to act right now. This window is closing and I’d better prepare for this or 
I’m going to be out in the streets.” So, he thinks, “I know. I’ll be generous.” It’s like, “I’ll be generous with his money.” 
Genius. “I’m going to win some friends with somebody else’s money. I’ll steal from the master and I’ll be friends with all 
these guys.” So, what he does is he cuts all their debts. How many people? We don’t know because He only gives us two 



illustrations. And the discount he gives in the illustrations we are given are really big. He says, “Alright, man, what did 
you owe? A hundred? Sit down real quick and just write fifty. Just say fifty.” These other guys may know something 
shady is going on but it sounds good to them, “Fifty? Alright!” Imagine somebody said, “What’s your mortgage? A 
hundred? Let’s say it’s fifty.” Imagine it’s the lady at the bank who you normally go to talk to about your mortgage and 
she says, “We will write a new contract for fifty.” You’d be like, “Yeah!! Let’s do that!!” Then, to the next guy, “How 
much do you owe? A hundred? Write eighty. You’re my boy. I’ve got you. You owe me. Just remember that I did that for 
you.” He’s cutting deals and he’s making friends. Why? So that he can maintain a financial future. It’s a safety net of 
these huge favors out there. All throughout the community, everybody is owing him favors. The commentators have a 
hard time quantifying it but the most common answer I got was that a hundred measures of oil would be about twenty-
five times what a family would have. So, this one guy owed as much as twenty-five families’-worth of oil. It’s worth a lot. 
When you start counting up debtors and you have twenty-five families’ worth of something times however many 
debtors… Here’s the genius of the whole thing. The debtors don’t realize that this man is working outside the authority 
of the master because he’s the master’s business representative. By the time the master realized what had been done, it 
would be a done deal and the debts would have been changed, and he couldn’t change them back, and the manager 
would be out the door with tons of new friends. Really, the genius of it all would be that the master would now be the 
one on the outside, because now they are in a new community where they are all patting each other on the back. “Hey, 
remember what I did?” “Yeah, I remember you!” Everybody is in on it and all these guys that owed the money are now 
all good friends and the one who is on the out in this situation is the master. It’s Ocean’s Eleven. It’s like the Italian 
Job135, where the Feds are closing in and then he scrapes through. It’s a fascinating, movie-type story. We are drawn to 
stories with this amount of ingenuity and scheming. 

Now, pause for a second. Some people have said that what the manager was really doing wasn’t that shady. 
They say that he was cutting out his share, his commission. Other people say that the master had built in all this interest 
and that what the manager did was he took off the interest, so that not only would he have people owing him favors but 
they would also think better of the master. But I don’t think that’s the case, because the text is calling him dishonest. 
That leads me to believe that what he is doing here is not above board. I think the reason that a lot of commentators will 
say something like that is because we are uncomfortable with Jesus using a bad man to make a good point. That just 
doesn’t sit right. But it’s a parable and in a parable there are usually not hidden, real-life meanings. It’s face value. 

So, now, at this point in the story we expect the law to come in. We expect the hammer to drop and the Feds to 
close in. But, what happens is that the master finds out about it and his response, probably to the disciples… We’ve read 
the story and we know what’s going on, but to the disciples they are probably like, “Wait, what?” when He says verse 8. 
The master finds out the plan and it says that the master “commended him.” What? 

 
“The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness.” 

 
This is where the story gets a little bit confusing, because you would think that the manager was supposed to go 

to jail at this point. But, it’s just a parable. Is the master mad? Probably so. He lost a lot of money in this deal, but even if 
he is mad the story has the master like, “Man, I’ve gotta give it to him. That was pretty shrewd. That was sharp.” He 
commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. What doesn’t happen is that he doesn’t commend a shrewd 
manager for his dishonesty. He commends the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. Right? He’s not saying that what 
the manager did was right, morally. He’s just saying, “That was a good one. What you did was shrewd.” 

So, Jesus goes on and begins to give the explanation. In verses 8 and 9 is where it gets really difficult to 
understand what He’s saying to us about the shrewd, dishonest manager. 

 
“The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness.” 

 
Now, here’s the application. 
 

“For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons 
of light.” 
 

                                                             
135 The Italian Job is a 1969 British comedy caper film, written by Troy Kennedy Martin, produced by Michael Deeley and directed by 

Peter Collinson. (Wikipedia) 



What does that mean? The sons of this world are shrewd—the world is shrewd. If you look up a definition of 
‘shrewd’ it’s like a sharpness, an awareness, a resourcefulness, a farsightedness. It’s self-preserving. The world is 
corrupt. We live in a world where money talks. Everyone is trying to get ahead and keep their eyes on the prize. Cash is 
king. The world is very shrewd in the way that they deal, so is Jesus telling us to be like that? Not in a corrupt way. 
Remember, Jesus is teaching. He is telling the story and it was His idea to introduce the story. So, what is praised in the 
story is not the dishonesty. What’s praised is the shrewd scheming, the fighting, the scrapping for future gain. That’s the 
crucial part—the scrapping, the scheming for future gain. He’s addressing this to the disciples and saying, “You need to 
be more shrewd. You need to be more shrewd in working for good.” The world is very shrewd in working for evil and 
you need to be more shrewd, more resourceful, more farsighted—you need to be more shrewd in working for good. 

Al Mohler told this story about a guy who was a big drug lord. He took about ten minutes to tell the story but to 
sum it up, this guy was a big time drug lord and had boats going to and from the country with loads of cocaine in planes. 
He had stuff that was buried and sunk underwater in these capsules that would dissolve and float up to the surface 
where another boat would come and take it. This guy was really shrewd but he eventually gets caught and when he does 
he goes before the judge. The judge is just baffled. He says, “Sir, you’re a genius. If you were only straight. If you were 
selling computers rather than selling drugs, you would be a billionaire. Put that shrewdness to good work.” And I think 
that’s kind of what Jesus is saying here. You think about all of these movie-level crimes and all the planning, the casing, 
the scheming, the plotting, and the seizing of the opportunity, and that’s missing with believers when we are talking 
about the future. Jesus is telling us that there is a deficit in us—we are lacking in shrewdness. This is something the 
world is better at that Christians: shrewdness, sharpness, awareness, resourcefulness, and farsightedness. This fictional 
character in the story has more resourcefulness than Christians do. He’s being shrewd with his own generation, with 
people. It’s an impressive plan for the future. That is something that Jesus says we need to be more thoughtful about—
our plan for the future. We will talk about what that means in a second, because He’s not talking about our temporal 
future and the next couple of decades on Earth. He’s talking about our eternal future that we need to be more shrewd 
about. 

This story gets really interesting, because I think that Jesus splits it to where He’s talking on two different levels 
here. This is what was so hard for me to understand in studying this passage. He’s speaking to two different crowds 
here. The Pharisees who were around in the last three parables are still there but He’s been addressing the disciples. So, 
He’s speaking to the disciples but He’s also speaking to the Pharisees. So, to the disciples, He’s telling them, “You need 
to be more shrewd,” and to the Pharisees, He’s exposing, “You all love money.” He is using the topic of money to tell the 
disciples, “This is one way you can be more shrewd toward the future—it’s with what’s in your wallet. You can be more 
shrewd in planning for eternity with your money.” Also, on a different level, He’s saying to the Pharisees, “Y’all love 
money. You serve money.” He is telling the disciples, “You don’t stand on the verge of being fired; you stand on the 
verge of eternity. So, it’s time to plan and scheme.” Remember, this is the story of treasures and of valuing. Jesus says to 
use money for future reward. Use your money for future reward and use it shrewdly—or hoard that money because you 
love it. AKA—let money serve you eternally or you serve your money temporarily. That’s what Jesus is putting opposite 
each other. Let money serve you eternally or you serve your money temporarily. 

So, Jesus goes into verse 9, which is the most confusing verse of the whole passage. Jesus says, 
 

“And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails 
they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.” 
 
That’s a tough verse to understand. Let me back off the verse for a second and just say this; me, personally, I’m 

a schemer. I shop rewards cards all the time. This one gives me two-percent back? That one gives me five-percent back? 
Are there rotating categories? How can I lower this interest rate over here? How can I get a little money over here? Can I 
take these two things and combine them together? Can I get a little ahead over here? I’m very much a schemer when 
we’re talking about how to stretch my dollars toward the next couple of decades. But what hit me between the eyes in 
this passage is, “How much scheming do I do towards eternity? Am I tucking back little bits here and there? Am I 
spending little bits here and there toward the eternal reward?” This was so uncomfortable to think through this week 
because I’m a very private person. I was always taught that it’s tacky to talk like this; scheming toward future rewards, 
scheming for future money is very tacky to talk about. And we are really hesitant when we are talking about scheming 
toward eternal rewards in Heaven. It makes us uncomfortable. This story is about how to leverage your earthly 
possessions for eternal gain. Not how to leverage your earthly possessions for more earthly gain but how to leverage 
earthly possessions for eternal gain. That might sound crass, because normally we’re not used to being motivated by 



rewards spiritually. But in reality, we are motivated by reward all the time. If you work hard you get more money. If you 
work hard you get this bonus. If you play harder you win the game. 

I do this with my kids—I motivate them with candy. I do it a lot and it’s awesome. The other day the kids were 
asking me for a lot of things all the time, “Can I have this? Can I have this? Can I have that? Can I have that?” I finally 
said, “Alright, whoever does not ask me for anything for two days, I’ll buy you a pack of Nerds candy.” It was like I’d said, 
“I’ll give you one million dollars.” It worked. For two days straight it was so quiet in the house. It was awesome, and on 
occasion, Jed would say, “Daddy, can I….? I almost asked for something. I’m so glad I didn’t. I would have lost the 
Nerds.” Did I get mad at him, “How dare you bring up Nerds, son? I said ‘Nerds’ and you’re bringing them up?” Wouldn’t 
that be weird? 

Whose idea were the rewards? They were Jesus’, so it’s okay if we talk about eternal rewards; they are His idea. 
We are supposed to be motivated by eternal rewards. This is not health and wealth kind of stuff where if you do good 
you get money; if you do good you get cars; if you do good you get wealth. That’s garbage. That is not from the Gospel. 
This is talking about eternal rewards, where you may be poor all your life if you do the right things, but you will receive 
eternal rewards. The Scripture talks about this a lot. I want to read a quote from Ryken. He says, 

 
“If only people would give as much attention to their eternal souls as they give to their earthly 
business.” 
 
That seems to be the essence of the parable. Worldly men seek earnestly the future reward of their actions and 

so do Christians. 
So, let’s talk about rewards from the Scripture. We are going to have some verses on the board that talk about 

this. Think about what it is saying about your money and future reward. This is just one way we can scheme. This is just 
one way we can be shrewd—with our money. In Luke 12, right after the rich, young rule said, “I want to build new barns 
for more stuff,” it says, 

 
“Fear not, little flock, it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your 

possessions, give to the needy, provide yourself with moneybags that don’t grow old, with a treasure in 
Heaven that does not fail; where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is 
there will your heart be also.” 
 
Give yourself moneybags. 
 
Matthew 6, 

“Thus, when you give to the needy sound no trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogue and the streets that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 
their reward. But when you give to the needy don’t let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, so that your giving may be in secret and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” 
 
Luke 6, 

“Love your enemies and do good, and lend expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be 
great, and you will be sons of the Most High for He is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.” 
 
Luke 14, 

“But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind, and you will be 
blessed because they can’t repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” 
 
Acts 20, 

“It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” 
 
Psalm 16 says, 

“You make known to me the path of life. In your presence is fullness of joy and at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.” 
 



So, there is a theme of reward in the Scriptures and it is tied to what we do with our possessions—a lot of it is. 
Not all of it, but a lot of it is tied to what we do with our possessions. So, how do we lay up treasures in Heaven? In part, 
in this story, it’s saying let’s get shrewd. Let’s get shrewd and let’s scheme towards it. Let’s sit around the table like in 
Ocean’s Eleven and let’s plan, “Alright, how can we get there? How can we get more rewards?” Well, I probably need to 
open my house a little bit more. I probably need to give toward the unreached a little bit more. I probably need to think 
about planting a church somewhere. I probably need to think about sharing the Gospel. I probably need to think about 
speaking up for inequality and for justice. I probably need to be more holy. I probably need to be more optimistic. I 
mean, where’s the will to make it happen? Seriously, if we schemed as much towards eternity as we do towards rewards 
cards, and how we can save a little money towards our groceries right now, and how we cannot go out to eat; if we 
scheme as much for eternity as we do for those things, great will our reward be in Heaven. It would be great. 

What kind of reward are we talking about? Verse 9 is where it gets hard to understand. Are you with me? Here’s 
the hard to understand part. Verse 9, 

 
“And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails 

they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.” 
 
Who is it talking about when it says to make friends who will receive you into eternal dwellings? Who receives 

you into eternal dwellings? This is where some commentators will say that they think it’s talking about God. They say 
they think it’s plural for the Trinity. But, in reality, that isn’t done by our actions. That’s done by Jesus’ action, right? We 
are friends with God eternally because of what He’s done, not because of what we can do. So, it’s not that, right? 
Salvation is free and it’s paid by Christ. So, who are the friends who will welcome us in? I really think, and most 
commentators agree, that the friends that you will make by means of unrighteous wealth are people that you have 
helped eternally with money; people who have spiritually benefitted from you leveraging your money. Basically, to go 
back to the parable, the manager used the master’s wealth to make friends who could receive him into their houses; so I 
think what Jesus is saying is that people we help with earthly good here will be forever friends in eternity; those who 
have heard the Gospel because of our giving, those believers whom we have helped. How? We give them the Gospel, of 
course. People are won to Jesus, but beyond that—the language is accounting language—we give our money. We 
scheme towards giving. We invest in the spread of the Gospel. We plan for eternity. We use our money for the spread of 
the kingdom and we will have friends for all of eternity. So, are we talking about eternal rewards? Are we talking about 
relationships in Heaven with our neighbors? I think maybe both at the same time. 

Saint Ambrose said my favorite quote of the night, 
 
“The bosoms of the poor, the houses of widows, the mouths of children—these are all the barns which 
last forever.” 
 
He’s talking about that rich, young ruler who wanted to store up everything in bigger barns. Ambrose is saying to 

store it up in the mouths of children and in widow’s houses. That’s a really cool thought. Use the Master’s worldly 
wealth, the wealth of this world, the unrighteous wealth, this temporal wealth—use the Master’s worldly wealth to 
make friends with those who can receive you, welcome you into eternal dwellings. 

So, what I think about in our scenario is that if you gave your money and it went to church planting in Leh, India, 
and those guys, through your giving, come to know Jesus through a missionary telling the Gospel (your giving won’t 
directly save anybody), your giving enables the spread of the Gospel to those people and when you get to Heaven you 
have friends for all of eternity. “You gave money and that’s why I’m here!! Welcome, neighbor!!” You are eternal friends 
with that guy. Am I right? So, you can leverage your money now for more joy in Heaven. You can leverage your home 
now for more joy in Heaven. You can use the Master’s worldly wealth to make eternal friends. Don’t use friends to get 
money; use money to get friends—eternally. 

So, the message for us is that time is short. You aren’t on the verge of being fired; you’re on the verge of 
eternity, so it’s time to start scheming, to start scrapping, and to start planning, because there’s personal gain. There is 
eternity at stake. Riches, which are so often warned against as a gateway to sin, are here a gateway to favor and eternal 
riches. What grace! What grace that God has given us! We are not only blessed in this life but Jesus is saying, “Do you 
want to be blessed in the next life? There’s opportunity. You can turn it down or you can take it and be blessed in the 
next life.” He wants us to ensure maximum pleasure in the next life and some of that starts now—happiness, 
satisfaction, closeness with God.  



Kent Hughes asked these questions. He said, 
 
“Has our use of money brought us closer to God this year?” 
 
Ask yourself. I had to ask myself that this week. Has our use of money brought us closer to God this year? Has 

our use of money gained eternal friends this year? 
In verse 10, He goes on, 
 

“One who is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in very little is 
also dishonest in much.” 
 
That’s a proverb that’s true in all of life, right? If somebody is faithful in little things they are going to be faithful 

in much. This is a character issue; it’s not an amount issue. That’s why the love of money doesn’t have to do with the 
amount of money but it has to do with what’s in your heart. This is a proverb, but if you are faithful you’re faithful and if 
you’re dishonest you’re dishonest. Hughes goes on and says this, 

 
“But if you read this verse out of the context of money you neuter it, because this verse is about money 
and what you do with it eternally.” 
 
The danger is that we would say, “I don’t have very much. I’ll give when I have more.” But this verse is saying no 

you won’t. You won’t. If you are faithful in little you will be faithful in much. Scheme about it. Figure out how you can 
give five bucks. Figure out how you can invite someone else into your house. Can you make that roast feed six people 
instead of four? Scheme about it.  

 
“One who is faithful in very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in very little is 

also dishonest in much.” 
 
Verse 11, 
 

“If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true 
riches? 12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your 
own?” 
 
There’s a parallel. Jesus is saying, to whoever has been faithful in little, He will give much. If you’ve not been 

faithful in unrighteous wealth, who will entrust you with true riches? He is putting worldly wealth in the ‘little things’ 
category. How faithful you are with your money is one of the ‘little things.’ If you are good with the little things, like the 
money that you have, God will entrust to you something bigger—the true riches. Little things become big. Because we 
are faithful here it has big implications. If you have not been faithful with that which is another’s… You expect it to be 
the reverse of this. You expect it to say, “If you are good with your own stuff then I will give you my stuff.” But it’s not 
saying that. It’s flipping it. It’s saying, “If you are faithful with my stuff then I will give you some stuff that’s your own. I’ll 
give you some stuff that’s yours for eternity.” The riches that we have on this earth are not our own, we are just 
stewards of them. The parable is perfect because we are the manager. We are managing someone else’s wealth. We 
can’t hang onto it because it’s not ours. If we are faithful with God’s earthly riches we can be given eternal riches to 
steward. He will give us that which is our own. We are stewards of money but we can be owners of joy. We can be 
owners of forever friends. The implication is that the more we love the borrowed, temporary riches of this world the less 
personally owned, eternal riches we will have. If you haven’t been faithful with money this verse says that God won’t 
trust you with eternal riches. If you haven’t been faithful with God’s money, there are riches and realities you will miss 
out on eternally. 

He goes on and tells us why. Verse 13, 
 

“No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 
 



So, the question to me and the question to you all is, “Are we mastered by money?” Are you serving money? 
Doesn’t our stewardship of the money we’ve been entrusted with show that we serve God? Do you serve God with your 
money or do you serve your money? That’s the question, because you can only be devoted to one. A lot of people try to 
be devoted to both and try to serve them both. They try to have them both as priorities and you can’t do that. 

We did a sermon series, and I would encourage you to go listen to it, especially if the Holy Spirit is striking at 
your heart with this. I’d encourage you to go back and listen to the 1 Timothy 6 message where it talks about the love of 
money. It kind of gives some guidelines as to how you know if you love money. How do you know if you serve money? 
We don’t have time to go into all of that tonight but I encourage you to listen to that and I think it will help you with 
your understanding of this. A couple of things we can ask ourselves to think through it are: What do you think about 
more? What do you talk about more? Jesus or money? What do you plan for more? What dominates your time? What 
motivates your actions? These questions hurt me this week. 

Verse 14. Jesus has been talking to the disciples but the Pharisees are also there. 
 

“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money…” 
 
Jesus has been addressing the disciples and He’s been saying, “Be shrewd. Leverage that money for eternal 

riches,” but He’s also been striking a vein with the Pharisees and saying, “Y’all love money. Y’all serve money.” 
 

“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him.” 
 
What’s interesting is how the Pharisees have shifted in their relationship with Jesus. He ate in their homes in 

chapter 7. He ate in their homes in chapter 11. He ate in their homes in chapter 14…and then done. They had been 
curiously posing these questions and then it got up to the last chapter and they started grumbling. Then, in this chapter 
they are ridiculing. Then, it goes on. It went from questioning, to grumbling, to ridiculing, then turned to anger, then to 
murder. It escalated quickly with these guys because Jesus was hitting at the core of who they are, and what they love, 
and what they treasure. What He is saying is that it is money. Their ridicule was justification of their love for money and 
it was an attempt at sidestepping the guilt that sat squarely on them. What’s crazy is that when He said they were lovers 
of money, according to verse 13, their love of money showed their hate of God. It’s a pretty damning statement. When 
it says they were lovers of money that means that they were haters of God. So, they tried to bite back with some 
ridicule. 

So, Jesus turns back to them in verse 15 and He says, 
 

“You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is 
exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.” 
 
He’s saying, “You are concerned with looking good in the eyes of man in regards to money, but you have no 

thought of being right in God’s eyes. I see all of it. I see the love of money that’s at the core of everything that motivates 
you, everything that your life is pointing toward. Everything that you are leveraging is for self-worship. I see the core. 
You are justifying yourself before these guys but you are not fooling God. God knows your hearts. What men exalt is an 
abomination in the sight of God.” Their treasures are completely revealed and what they treasure is exactly what God 
hates. 

There is a long list in the Scripture of what God hates; things like murder and adultery. But here is the more 
common love of money. That’s an abomination before God. Who is free from the love of money? Nobody is. That’s why 
we all need grace. We need grace because the love of money is a strong pull. It really is. Because think about, what does 
money promise us? It’s not just pinky rings and fur coats. The reason money is such a draw on us isn’t for stuff and shiny 
things—it’s for what money provides. Money promises what only God can give us: security, a future, identity. Those are 
God things. That’s why you can’t worship them both. Both of them can’t give you that. Only one of them can give you 
that. You can love this one but you have to hate this one, because they are at odds. Money promises what only God can 
give. That’s why the draw is so strong. But money can’t provide it. It’s as fickle as the stock market. It’s here today and 
gone tomorrow. It sprouts wings and flies out the window is what Proverbs says. But real security, real future, and real 
identity are in Christ. 

So, Jesus goes on what seems like a weird tangent for the last few verses. But they are not off topic. Verse 16, 
 



“The Law and the Prophets were until John; since then the good news of the kingdom of God is 
preached, and everyone forces his way into it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than 
for one dot of the Law to become void.” 
 
Why does He say this here? “You love money and you are justifying yourself before men.” He is setting up when 

He is getting ready to say next, with another verse that seems out of place. The Law is rigid, the Law is binding, and it’s 
still in place. “I didn’t come to abolish the Law but to fulfil it, and through that fulfillment to offer grace.” But He’s saying 
that since John the Baptist came, the good news of salvation has been preached but the Law is still in place. It’s easier 
for Heaven and Earth to pass away than for the Law to be void. So, the Law is still in place. 

Look at what He says next. Verse 18 seems so out of left field for this passage but it is so not. Verse 18, 
 

“Everyone who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery, and he who marries a 
woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.” 
 
This seemed so out of place when I first read it or a subject change, but this is right on track because He’s talking 

about the Law. Remember, Jesus just exposed the Pharisees when they were ridiculing Him for His hard teachings about 
money, but here they are fully exposed. He’s saying, “You are trying to justify yourselves before men but men can’t see 
your hearts. I see the blackness on the inside. You love money.” He’s showing them that and then He says, “But…let’s 
talk a little more about the outside. How about the Law? Good news has come that I’ve fulfilled the Law but the Law is 
still in place. Let’s talk about how you’re breaking the Law.” 

The Pharisees were divorcing their wives for silly reasons. Some Pharisees in the Hillel School136, at this time, 
taught that you could divorce your wife if she ruined your supper. I came home one day when we were living over on 
Stewart Road. We lived above a garage in this little apartment. I drove up in my driveway and the window was open and 
I saw a flaming something go flying out the window toward my truck. I was like, “Amy!” and she said, “Sorry, I burned 
the pizza!” This little pizza she was making was on fire and going out the window. According to the Hillel School, she 
would be out; if you burned the supper you were gone. In fact, that school even teaches that if you find another lady 
who is prettier than your wife, you can divorce your wife. 

They are breaking the Law. The Pharisees seem inconsistent in their use of the Law but they are very 
consistent—they do whatever serves themselves. So, they are saying, “I’ve found another girl who is prettier than this 
one so I’m getting rid of her.” Jesus is saying, “People may be fooled because they don’t see how you love money. Let’s 
talk about something that nobody is fooled by. How about the adultery? How about what you are doing with your 
wives? The Law is still intact and look at what you are doing.” He’s exposing them fully. They think they are in the good. 
They are ridiculing Jesus’ teaching on money and He’s saying, “You hate God to the core. It shows in your finances and 
everything you are doing. Not just to me but so that everyone can see it. You are divorcing your wives.” He exposed 
them fully inside and out. But then the good news He gives is He says, “But since John the Baptist, the good news is 
being taught. The kingdom is accessible and people are doing everything they can go get into it.” Now, we know that 
people only come as they are called by God and respond to the Gospel, but Ryken points out, “At this point, the contrast 
between the sinners that the Pharisees hate and the Pharisees is so huge, because these sinners are meeting when the 
tax collectors are having Jesus over to their house. People are breaking through roofs, literally, to get to Jesus. People 
are pressing through crowds to get to Jesus. They are pushing past the religious leaders, they are pushing past the 
Pharisees, and they are responding to Jesus’ invitation. Why? Because the Pharisees’ world is as small as their wallet. 
The Pharisees’ world is as small as their property lines. That’s it. That was their treasure. They valued people less than 
possessions. 

The teaching of the passage is treasure God and treasure people more than your possessions and then you will 
leverage those possessions for God and for people and then your reward will be great, and it’s okay to be motivated by 
that. Great is your joy—greater than your bank statement. 

I’ll read this last verse in 1 Timothy 6. I love this verse. I never really saw it in this light until I studied this 
passage. 1 Timothy 6:17-19 talks about exactly what we’ve been talking about all night. 

 
“As for the rich in this present age…” 

                                                             
136 The House of Hillel (Hebrew: ללה תיב  ), also known as the Academy of Hillel, founded by the famed Hillel the Elder, is a school of Jewish 

law and thought that thrived in the 1st century B.C. in Jerusalem, before the destruction of the second temple. 



 
And I would say that applies to all of us. 
 

“As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches,….” 
 
I need to remind myself of that daily.  Don’t set your hope on the uncertainly of riches. 
 

“…But on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy.” 
 
God richly provides us with everything to enjoy. He says to the rich, 
 

18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 thus…” 
 
“Thus” --- “In this way…”: Because of being generous, because of being ready to share, because of being rich in 

good works—thus… 
 

 “…Storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take 
hold of that which is truly life.” 
 
What a cool verse. Don’t trust in the uncertainty of riches but on God. He richly provides us with everything to 

enjoy. So, do good, be rich in good works, be generous, be ready to share, and if you do that you are storing up for 
yourselves a good foundation for the future, so that you can take hold of that which is truly life. The grace that you see 
in these verses is that we don’t deserve grace. We don’t deserve this, that since John the Baptist that the good news has 
been taught. We don’t deserve that Jesus has fulfilled the Law. We don’t deserve Heaven. All of that is just mind-
blowing grace. But then Jesus doesn’t stop there. He goes further. He’s talking about more. There are riches. There are 
rewards. There are eternal friends. You can leverage your money. So, the teaching is don’t be mastered by money—
master it. Be faithful with it. Be shrewd with it, you managers of temporary wealth. You are just a manager; the Master 
has loaned you the money. You are managing temporary, borrowed wealth and He is telling you, “So please be generous 
with the money I just loaned you. Be generous with that. I’m the Master and I’m telling you—I’m commanding you—be 
generous. Take my money and spend it. What the manager did in the parable, Jesus is telling you to go do. Go make 
some friends. This money isn’t yours; go take this money that belongs to me and make some friends with it for all of 
eternity. Go get yourselves some rewards. This is grace, stacked on grace, stacked on grace in this passage. Leverage it 
for the furtherance of the Gospel and good works and you will have a fuller life, both in the future and today. 

Let’s pray. 
Jesus, I pray that we would not love money. I pray that we would love you and I pray that our use of money 

would demonstrate that and would deepen that love for you. God, I pray that we would not be mastered by money. I 
know that you teach on that so many times and it’s so important. The pull of the love of money is so dominating 
because it promises what only you can fulfill. God, I pray that we would teach to ourselves that you are the only one 
who can fulfill those longings, and satisfactions, and that security. I pray for us, as a church, that we would leverage that 
money for the eternal gain of souls in Heaven, for eternal friends, and for eternal riches. I pray that we would leverage 
what we have now as a church and as individuals. God, I pray that you would apply this message to us, and to our hearts, 
and to our wallets, and that you would now help us to meditate on this as we sing. In your name I pray, Jesus, Amen. 

 
(Rob Conti) 
Our benediction comes from Hebrews 13:20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you 
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.





September 24, 2017 
Luke 16: 19-31 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn in your Bibles to Luke 16, if you would. We will finish up Luke 16 tonight and next week we will start our 

study for five weeks, when we are going to looking at the Five Solas. This is the five-hundredth year of the Reformation. 
If you don’t know what the Reformation is it is super easy to study that. Just out of curiosity, I Googled the Five Solas of 
the Reformation. First, I Googled ‘the five solas’, and apparently there are some pop bands in Latin American countries 
named The Five Solas, so that was funny. When I searched for the Five Solas of the Reformation there was a 
smorgasbord of information. Some of it wasn’t super accurate but there’s a lot of material out there. So, Ligonier 
Ministries, which is a Presbyterian organization out of Mississippi, has some really good stuff on the Five Solas. So, I 
encourage you to start reading up on it. We haven’t posted the order of things yet but we will post that stuff this week 
on the church’s social media outlets. 

Basically, what we are going to be looking at is the fact that five-hundred years ago a legitimate reformation 
took place where within the Church what had happened is that over the course of history, from the time of Christ until 
the fifteenth century, reformation came and there was revival that was triggered out of that over the course of the next 
couple hundred years. What happened was that the Church had become very politicized. The government and the 
Church had sort of merged so you had a lot of government mandated religion. That all started in the fourth century 
under Constantine, where Christianity was such a force across the world. The Roman Empire was being shaped by 
Christianity rather than The Roman Empire shaping religion. Christianity was shaping the Roman Empire. There was an 
Emperor named Constantine who said, “Well, we will just make the whole thing Christian and we will take over the 
religion.” This is the Cliff Notes version, by the way. “We will take over the religion and we will profit from it.” So, from 
that point forward a lot happened historically. It went right through the Church of England, and Germany, and France. 
You had state-run churches that were sort of answering to the Pope and the Vatican in Rome. 

You can’t do that with the Gospel. It doesn’t work. The Gospel is living and active. The Word of God is living and 
active. Jesus said the Church was His Bride. It’s not an institution first; it’s an identity first. It’s a Person and a work. So, 
five-hundred years ago this month, exactly, on October 31, things changed. 

So, we want to look at that. It has a lot to do with our identity as Protestants, primarily, but really as people who 
believe the Bible and believe that God’s way for salvation is not laid out by man but is laid out by Christ. So, we are going 
to be studying that over the next five weeks. It’s going to be awesome. I’m looking forward to it. We are going to divide 
it up with different people teaching each week and I think it will be super interesting and helpful for you. 

But, tonight we are going to be looking at the story of the rich man and Lazarus, so Luke 16 beginning in verse 
19. This is the Word of the Lord, 

 
“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to 
be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The 
poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 
23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 
24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in 
water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that 
you in your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is 
comforted here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has 
been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross 
from there to us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have 
five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham 
said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if 
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and 
the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’” 

 
Lord,	I	pray	that	blessing	would	be	on	the	reading	of	your	Word.	I	pray	that	blessing	would	be	on	the	

hearing	of	your	Word.	Lord,	I	would	confess	very	quickly	that	I	am	unable	to	explain	words	that	have	literally	come	
from	your	mouth;	but	Lord,	by	your	Holy	Spirit	in	me	and	in	us	we	would	hear,	and	receive,	and	understand	it,	so	



we	ask	you	to	do	that	tonight.	Glorify	yourself	through	the	preaching	of	your	Word.	Please	do	this,	God,	by	your	
own	strength,	your	own	power,	and	by	your	Spirit,	and	help	us	to	understand	what	you	want	from	us	as	a	result	of	
hearing	this	tonight,	and	then	give	us	the	humility	and	the	courage	to	obey.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

 
Back in the spring a lot of you were praying for me. I’ve had a weird arrhythmia condition with my heart since I 

was a teenager. I remember then going through a series of tests and they told me I would just have to live with it. It’s 
benign but they said that when I became middle-aged it would probably become more severe and I would probably have 
complications. So, apparently I’m middle-aged. That alone was a hard pill to swallow. So, I was standing out here talking 
to Blair and he was trying to help me get connected with his brother so that I could get in to see a good cardiologist, and 
Blair said something to me that has stuck in my brain. He said, “When you are faced with your own mortality it’s a very 
sobering thing.” When you are faced with your own mortality it’s a very sobering thing. See, most of us will go day-to-
day, hour-to-hour, day-in-and-day-out and not really give much thought to eternity. Let’s be honest with ourselves. We 
probably don’t give a lot of thought to eternity. Those of us who are believers think about it. It’s also true that the older 
you get the more you think about what is coming next. And every time you stand beside the body of a dead friend or 
family member, or you read a news story, or you hear the word that someone has passed… I heard yesterday of 
someone who is close to someone I know dying suddenly…it’s a sobering thought. Many of you remember in 2007 when 
four of our staff kids were killed in an auto accident. I’ll never forget talking to mothers and saying to them, “Your 
daughter has been killed.” It’s sobering. 

Our mortality is sobering. And death will come for every one of us at some point. No one will escape it—it will 
come for all people. Nobody lives forever in our current, present condition. We are not going to live in this body forever. 
We are not going to live in this condition forever. Death is going to come. And the greatest reality that you will ever 
experience in your human existence is the reality that comes a split second after your heart stops and you enter into 
eternity, and Jesus tells us a couple of things about what that moment looks like. He says this, “To be absent from the 
body is to be present with the Lord.” He also says, “It is appointed unto man once to die and after this comes judgment.” 
There is an immediate transition from this life to the next that happens for all people, regardless of where you are going 
to spend eternity. The Bible will teach us that Heaven is real and Hell is just as real—and people go to both of those 
places. 

Tonight, we need to examine the condition of our own hearts, our own souls, our own minds, our own future, 
our own eternity, as much as we need to examine the condition of the hearts, and future, and eternity of those we love 
most, those that we work with, and those that we pass on the street. So, we look introspectively at our own condition 
and consider if I have a false sense of security because I’m religious. Because the rich man in the passage probably felt 
pretty good about his Jewish identity. There are some little clues and knick-knacks in the story that help us to see that he 
was probably a pretty decent Jew. He probably felt really good about his condition. And Jesus said, “A lot of you think 
you’re okay, but the way to eternity is very narrow, and the way to destruction is very wide, and there are people who 
are going to go down the path to destruction who are going to say things like, “We cast out demons in your name. Lord, 
Lord, we did many mighty works in your name.” To put that in a local cultural context, here’s what that’s going to sound 
like. There are going to be people who are going to say, “But Jesus, I got saved,” “Jesus, I made a profession of faith,” 
“But Jesus, I went to church,” “But Jesus, I got baptized,” and they check that off their list. But Jesus makes it very clear 
that a relationship with Christ is authored by, triggered by, enacted by the move and the work of His Holy Spirit in us and 
is only made accessible to us by God and His sovereign hand working against our hard-hearted, cold, dead conscience, 
and bringing to life that which is dead in trespasses and sin. Then, our reaction to that is one of submission or one of 
resistance. And one of the most drastic, aggressive forms of submission is when I say, “I’m okay because…” and we begin 
to state our religious credibility or our religious resume. “When I was twelve, my parents carried me to church and I got 
saved.” That may very well be true but it may very well be a false sense of salvation. Because from the mouth of Jesus 
came those words. People are going to say, “We preached in your name, we cast out demons in your name, we did 
many good works in your name,” and He’s going to say, “Depart from me because I don’t know you.” 

As we walk through the text tonight, I don’t want to get caught in the weeds, because this is a parable. We’ve 
talked a lot about parables over our study of Luke. I don’t want to get caught up in what is Abraham’s bosom and what is 
the great chasm? I want to get caught up in the fact that there is a place called Heaven, and there’s a place called Hell, 
and every one of us is going to spend eternity in one of those two places, and everybody you know is going to spend 
eternity in one of those two places, and everybody you see on television this week is going to spend eternity in one of 
those two places, and every policeman, and government official, and school teacher, and factory worker, and every 



homeless person on the street is going to die and spend eternity somewhere. Because when this life ends real life 
begins. But what we do in this life matters infinitely and eternally, and we need to understand that. 

So, let’s walk through the text. The first thing that we are going to see in the first three verses, beginning in 
verse 19, is a contrast between these two people, Lazarus and the rich man. There is no name given for the rich man. 
The Latin word was ‘dives’, so here his name was ‘dives,’ which just means rich dude. This is not the same Lazarus that 
Jesus raised from the dead. Lazarus was a pretty common Jewish name and it’s the Greek translation of the name 
Eliezer, which is a common name in the Old Testament. So, Jesus is contrasting these two people. He says that the rich 
man was clothed in purple and fine linen. Most of us have heard that purple dye in those days was really expensive. 
Today, you look around our church and people are wearing all different colors. I wear earth tones because I’m a pretty 
plain dude. I don’t wear bright colors very often. I have one or two red shirts because that’s the color for my kids’ sports 
teams. Some of you wear brighter colors and some of you wear blander colors but you will usually see some color in a 
room. But, in that culture, it was pretty much browns, off-whites, and earth tones from the animals and materials that 
fabrics were made from. If someone was wearing purple that was very much a sign of wealth because it was very 
expensive. You may have read that the purple dye was an extract from a certain type of mollusk and it took a lot of 
those things to dye a robe purple137. 

Then, it says that he feasted sumptuously, so we know he ate a lot. If you have ever travelled in the Third World, 
you know that one meal a day is pretty common.138 Most people in the world are going to eat about once a day. That’s 
pretty common. We have a pretty good deal going here, where we eat more than that, but most people are going to eat 
about once a day. This man feasted sumptuously. He had a lot of food because he was very wealthy. It also says that he 
feasted sumptuously every day. The idea is that he probably didn’t work a whole lot. He had probably made a lot of 
money and he was on cruise control; his life was on easy street. 

It then says, 
 

“And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus.” 
 
So, Lazarus is very poor and he is lying at the gate of this man. It says, 
 

“Covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table.” 
 
Lazarus’s friends would probably help him get to the gate of the rich man. I actually read something today in a 

book that Rob gave me, and I don’t know what the source was that the author was citing, but it was by William Barclay 
and he lived a long time ago. He said that it was a common occurrence that you didn’t have silverware, so you would eat 
and you would use bread to wipe your hands with139. Think about at the end of a good plate of gravy, you hope you have 
the right amount of biscuit to sop the gravy with. Right? Do you know what I’m talking about? I love the way that Sam 
Mabry makes green beans, when you have as much pig in the green beans as you have green beans. So, when you are 
done you are going to sop up that juice. It’s good. So, what would happen is they would take big chunks of bread and 
they would wipe their hands on it and use it almost like a napkin. They would also use it like a utensil when they ate 
their food. So, oftentimes, large quantities of this dry, crusty bread would be thrown out. It seems to be literally saying 
that the same stuff that this rich man was wiping his hands with and casting outside of the gate, where dogs and animals 
would eat it up, is where Lazarus lived. It’s a stark contrast. 

Listen, I jotted down a couple of statistics because I did a little research. Because, you know that we live in the 
wealthiest society in history. If you are at or below the poverty level in this country, you are still probably in the top 
fifteen percent in the world in terms of financial stability.140 

 There are clothing stores in New York and LA that may give us an idea of what this would be like in our day. If 
we took the way that this man lived and moved it to our day, if one little mollusk was used to collect some purple dye 
and it took bushels of mollusks to dye an entire robe. In New York, the average purchase per visit to the designer 

                                                             
137 https://www.ancient.eu/Tyrian_Purple/; “According to the historian B. Caseau, "10,000 shellfish would produce 1 gram of dyestuff, 

and that would only dye the hem of a garment in a deep colour" (Bagnall, 5673). These numbers are supported by the quantity of discarded shells 
which, at Sidon for example, created a mountain 40 metres high. Such figures also explain why the dye was worth more than its weight in gold.” 

138 Food supply per person; https://ourworldindata.org/food-per-person/#inequality-of-food-consumption-in-france-and-england  
139 https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/dsb/luke-16.html  
140 The Federal Poverty Level in the United States in 2017 for a single person is $15060 (http://bit.ly/2hHI9k8 ). That would put a person 

in the top 7.83% of the world’s richest people (http://www.globalrichlist.com/ ). 



clothing store Georgio Armani is $2881 and change.141  One store in LA called House of Bijon requires appointments only 
for shopping.  Presidents like Barak Obama and movie stars like Tom Cruise shop there, where the cost of a necktie 
averages $1200.  To most of us, this is not only out of the question, but it’s stupid even if you had the money.  But 
people shop there, and they are the wealthiest of society.   

Every society has the financially elite, and these people tend to travel in small circles that are exclusive.  Not 
everyone gets in.  These people eat at the fanciest restaurants and spend money on expensive wine.  A 2013 report by 
USA Today listed the 10 most expensive restaurants in the world142.  The average cost for dinner at these was around 
$500 per person, but for the thrifty, one of these restaurants, Le Meurice in Paris, serves lunch for under $175, and they 
are packed every day.  What a bargain! 

If the rich man in our text lived today, these are the places he would shop and eat. He was rich, and he dressed 
the part and ate like it, too. But his wealth did not make him go to Hell. In fact, God gives us godly instruction in 
Scripture for how to use money and He blesses the effort and stewardship that leads to personal wealth, so long as that 
wealth is not an idol.   

But Lazarus, on the other hand, was at the bottom rung of society. He was homeless and poor and had scabs 
and sores on his body, probably from the unsanitary environment he lived in. He probably had numerous skin conditions 
from heat and filth and he probably had parasites from living like an animal. He was such an extreme world away from 
where the rich man lived, but every day they saw each other, and every day he was taking whatever the rich man would 
give him in the form of crumbs. 

Just as we can study wealth in modern society, we can study poverty, and it is just as shocking to most of us who 
live somewhere between these extremes. The number of people in America who were homeless in 2016 was just shy of 
600,000 and the number of families who are considered at or below poverty level was around 14% of the population. 
Poverty, as defined in this study, would be people who cannot afford their own housing and need some level of 
assistance. One of the most obvious effects of homelessness is hunger. People have difficulty getting their next meal and 
are left to dive in dumpsters or stand in lines at soup kitchens where available. 

This is the world that Lazarus lived in. If we moved him into today’s society that’s the world he lived in. Keep in 
mind that it was a lot worst then and there than it would be here. As much as the contrast exists between the elite of 
our day and the poor and homeless of our day, the contrast has always existed. But as far apart as these people live and 
as contrasted as these two worlds are, the difference between a person who spends eternity in Heaven with the Lord 
and one who spends eternity in Hell, living under wrath and condemnation, is much farther apart. So as good as the rich 
man had it for his few decades on Earth, and as bad as Lazarus had it for his, that is nothing compared to the time spent 
in a timeless place. Last week we saw the need to make an investment in eternal things. Here, we see the results of 
someone who did, and someone who didn’t, and we see it contrasted against the most extreme situations. The lesson 
that I want to learn from this, and that Jesus is clearly teaching, is that there are two realities after this life—Heaven and 
Hell.   

In talking about this, we need to understand that Hell is real. Jesus preaches and teaches on Hell more than 
anyone else in the Bible. In fact, 13 percent of Jesus’ teaching addresses Hell, judgment, and the afterlife. Thirteen 
percent of His teaching is a lot. We don’t like to talk about Hell. I grew up in a hellfire and brimstone church where Hell 
got preached about every week. I think I moved away from that for a long time, thinking that I don’t want to scare the 
Hell out of people or scare people out of Hell. I don’t want to beat people over the head to get them to “buy fire 
insurance.” But the reality is that thirteen percent of Jesus’ teaching talks about Hell. We need to be talking about Hell, 
church. You and I need to be talking to our lost friends about the reality of Hell. And when they demean, or belittle, or 
marginalize, or ignore it, that doesn’t change the fact that it’s real. So, we need to talk about Hell, but we need to talk 
about it in biblical context, and proportion, and understanding. 

What Jesus says is that Hell is real and it is a place of eternal punishment and torment. He will call people to 
repentance and salvation so they don’t go there, and He will call us as believers to work to bring people to eternal life.  
Jesus teaches that those who reject the salvation He offers, and choose to remain in their sin, will spend eternity 
separated from God in punishment that never ends.  We will consider Jesus’ words about Hell, but first, let’s look at 
some other beliefs about what happens when a person dies.   

When it comes to the afterlife, there are a lot of different views. I want to go over some of those here.  Some of 
them are the beliefs of pagan religion, and others are beliefs that professing Christians choose to hold to and that have 

                                                             
141 Here’s a reference for the top 25 most expensive clothing stores in the US in 2013. 
142 https://www.usatoday.com/story/travel/destinations/2013/11/23/most-expensive-restaurant/3684335/  



made their way into the Church, even though they may not have the strongest biblical support. Oftentimes people will 
respond or make decisions based on their feelings and emotions, or based on sentimentality, and in doing that they may 
reject the clearest biblical teaching on a matter. Some of the views in the church concerning Hell: 

• Annihilationism—This is a teaching that after the wicked have suffered the penalty of God’s wrath for a time, 
God will annihilate them so they no longer exist (Grudem). Proponents of this profess to be Christians and the 
most well-known would be the Seventh Day Adventist denomination. The Bible does not teach this, though 
some passages are taken to mean this. People believe that after life there is a point of torment or a point of 
punishment but that ultimately you would be done away with. You would be annihilated—you would cease to 
exist. Much like it was for you before you were conceived; it would be like that after you were annihilated. You 
just cease to exist. Within that belief there are different ideas, like you pay for your sin for so long and then 
you’re annihilated. Or some believe that people who are not Christians just die and cease to exist. 

• Naturalism—This is the teaching that only the natural world is real. So in this view, when a person dies they 
simply cease to exist. Thinking of life after death in this sense is like thinking of life before birth.  We didn’t 
“exist” before we were born and we won’t “exist” after we die.  We simply are no more. The naturalist would 
believe that the human soul doesn’t really exist, just the physical body. So, when the body falls to the Earth it’s 
like an apple that falls from a tree, and rots, and ceases to exist. 

• Universalism—This is the idea that in the end EVERYONE goes to Heaven. They believe that after this life that 
those who rejected Christ in this life will come before God and recognize Jesus as Lord, confess Him as Lord, 
their knees will bow, their tongues will confess Him as Lord, and then Jesus is going to say, “Finally! I knew I 
would get through to you. Everybody come on in.” Everybody that has ever lived and breathed will spend 
eternity together in Heaven. They teach what contradicts what Scripture teaches about Heaven as much as it 
contradicts the reality of Hell. They are not going to teach about Heaven where Christ is the big deal, and the 
glory of God shines night and day, and Christ sits on a throne and we worship Him. The Universalists have 
created their own euphoric state after this life and it’s for all people. Everybody gets in. Hell is either not real or 
is only a place that Satan goes. 

• Reincarnation—This is the belief that after you die you will return in another and different life form.  Maybe you 
will return as an animal or some other person, but you will continually cycle through different lives, paying for 
what you did or didn’t do in your initial existence. You hope that eventually you will get out of this cycle so that 
you don’t have to be a cow, or a lizard, or a person who has a Lazarus type of existence. At some point, you will 
reach an existence in this life that then spins you into eternity where you live as a wealthy, rich person in 
Paradise. 

• Purgatory—This view is predominantly held by our Catholic friends. Oftentimes, we have Catholic friends who 
are believers. They put their faith and their trust in Jesus. A lot of times I think we throw the Catholic people 
under the bus, when the reality is that a lot of them believe in Jesus. As a whole, what they embrace as doctrine 
gets really shady and there are some things that we have to vocally, and willfully, and biblically reject. One of 
those would be the doctrine of Purgatory. The idea of Purgatory is that when you die you go to a kind of holding 
place where you have to finish paying for your sins. So, if the good in your life was much greater than the bad 
and the evil, then when you got to Purgatory you would have a short sentence and you wouldn’t have to spend 
a whole lot of time there. Purgatory is a bad place. It’s not Heaven and it’s not Hell. Additionally, if a person was 
in Purgatory, their living family members could pray, and give money to the Church, and work to hopefully get 
them out of Purgatory. The problem is that this idea is not biblical. Scripture doesn’t teach that at any point. 
Nowhere in Scripture does Jesus talk about it. It is completely made up—and let me tell you why it was made 
up. We will talk about this in the next five weeks as we look at the Reformation. It was made up so that the 
Church could profit, and become rich and wealthy, off of money spent to get dead family members out of 
Purgatory and into Heaven. If we tell people that if they give enough money that their grandmother can go on to 
Heaven and not suffer in Purgatory, then we are going to give money to get her out of there. We don’t want her 
to stay there. We want her to get to Heaven to be healed. Many people believe in the doctrine of Purgatory, 
which is heresy, and it is not biblical. 

• God is love, so he would never punish a person like that—This idea creeps into the Church a lot and it’s the idea 
that since God is love, He would not torment people forever because that would be unloving. In this idea, people 
try to match, through human reasoning, the crime to the punishment. They will say that a person committed a 
crime by sinning against God or rejecting God. Just because they didn’t accept salvation they shouldn’t have to 
spend an endless eternity paying for that. They miss the idea that God, in His infinite grace, has extended 



general revelation to all people. The Bible says in Romans 1:20 that what God has revealed to us leaves us 
without an excuse. To sin against a holy, infinite, eternal God is an infinite transgression. No more than we 
would say about a person who commits a heinous crime, like child molestation or rape, who does that act in a 
ten minute window—we would never expect that person to pay with a ten minute prison sentence. So, to try to 
make the idea that the crime and punishment need to match on a timeline, or in a quantity, or to qualify it that 
way, doesn’t make any sense even in common sense terms. So, to sin against an infinitely eternal God, who has 
given us infinite grace and opportunity for infinite fellowship in Heaven and in eternity with Him, doesn’t make 
sense to think that the separation would not then be infinite and eternal by nature. 
 
Ultimately, the reason that we know that all of these ideas are false is that Jesus makes it clear that Hell is real, 

and He teaches us about it in Matthew 25. In that chapter He tells two parables. The first parable is the parable of the 
Ten Virgins. We talked about this in Red Oak Youth on Wednesday night. The point that Jesus makes in that story is 
‘watch and be ready’ because your life is going to end, or Christ is going to return, but this life is not permanent. From 
that story, Jesus transitions into the parable of the talents, where He tells about giving these guys some money. The first 
guys invested their money and made more but this other guy hid it and buried it. The punishment that the manager of 
the money gives to this last guy is that he casts him into a place of outer darkness and eternal torment and punishment. 
What’s he describing? He’s describing Hell. Jesus is giving us a visual explanation and description of Hell. Then, He goes 
from that story into the last part of Matthew 25 and says that there is a place where people are going to be cast where 
there will be “weeping and gnashing of teeth” and “fire that is never quenched.” 

In the Gospel of Mark, it’s recorded that Hell is a place where “the worm doesn’t die and the fire never 
quenched.”143 In that, what we have is a sort of dynamic where life continues in what should consume and destroy, but 
it continues in a torment that we can’t even understand in our present existence. When somebody says, “It’s hot as Hell 
there,” or “He’s mad as Hell,” they don’t know what they are saying. We don’t understand it. It’s like when we say, “I 
love meat lover’s pizza”—that’s a different idea for love than in 1 John 4:8, “God is love.” When we use Hell in that 
descriptive way, we don’t really understand what we are saying because Hell is a place that Matthew describes in 
Matthew 25 of eternal, everlasting torment, where the fire doesn’t go out and the worm doesn’t die. There’s decay and 
grotesque tearing apart of souls that somehow continue in that torment forever, where there is no night and day, in 
utter darkness, forever, and ever, and ever, and ever. That’s Hell. That’s what the Scripture teaches. Jesus teaches us 
that. Jesus teaches about it in very clear terms. 

There are some things we can learn from our text, when we get to verse 23, about what life is like, whether we 
end up in Heaven or whether we end up in Hell. The big deal in Heaven is Jesus. The big deal in Heaven is that we are 
with Jesus. But we are going to learn some other really cool things about Heaven from this text, too, that I think will be 
very encouraging for all of us. 

 
Verse 23: 

“The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes 
and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side.” 
Here’s the first observation from the text. In our life to come, our identity remains— Lazarus was still Lazarus, 

the rich man was still the rich man, you will still be you, and I will still be me. In eternity, we will continue. We know that 
man consists basically of two parts—man is physical and man is spiritual. Part of me is going to keep going and part of 
me is going to decay. That which is physical will cease and whatever is eternal will continue. There is part of me that’s 
going to continue, and life after death will continue, and that will be me. In Heaven or in Hell you will still be you. You 
are not going to transform into a new person and not remember who you were. Your identity remains. 

 
Verse 23-24: 
The second observation is this. Bliss will be real in heaven. Suffering will be real in hell. It’s not an analogy. It’s 

not descriptive. It’s not a parable. Suffering will be real and the bliss will be real. Even in a non-physical body, somehow 
pain will be real in Hell. And somehow, even in a non-physical body, we will eat and enjoy the food in Heaven. I don’t 
know how that works but we know that it’s going to be real. We see that in verses 23-24, 

                                                             
143 Some thoughts on what the ‘worm’ is that never dies: https://www.gotquestions.org/worm-will-not-die.html  



“He lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, 
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’” 
It’s really interesting here. Lazarus had taken the crumbs from the rich man’s table, and now the man is saying, 

“Let Lazarus do the same for me and bring a little drop of water.” Even though it’s his soul that’s being consumed in 
these flames there is a physical awareness and a physical understanding. It’s much like if you have ever talked to an 
amputee. They talk about phantom movements or phantom pains. Little lost a finger and there are times when it feels 
like it’s there. I don’t know if we have any other amputees in church but if you talk to people who have lost a leg they 
will say that at times it itches even though there is nothing there. 

In that same sense, perhaps, without getting theologically authoritative here, somehow without a body there is 
going to be an understanding of pain. The reason I use that illustration is to say that we can even see a semblance of 
that in this life. So, the bliss will be real in Heaven and the suffering will be real in Hell. 

 
Verse 25: 
After death, memory remains—Look what He says in verse 25, 

“But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and 
Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish.” 
The idea is that after death we are still going to remember the things of this life. You are not going to have a 

clean slate in terms of your memory. You will remember the things of this life. The rich man is able to look back and 
remember the life he lived. Think about this—that’s part of the hardest punishment for this rich man. He looks back and 
he remembers. Can you imagine—forty, fifty, sixty years of living like that, and an eternity of remembering it? How 
much would that amplify the pain? That’s why Jesus says, “What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose 
his soul?” What good is that? 

 
Verse 26: 
The next observation-- 
A person will not be able to travel back and forth between Heaven and Hell. Once you are there, you are there. 

Jesus explains in verse 26 that there is this great distance between us and you cannot go from there to here. 
 
Verses 27-28: 
The next observation-- 
After death, recognition remains— The man recognized the need of his brothers to receive Jesus.  You will know 

your lost loved ones and you will know saved loved ones. This man recognizes it, “My brothers are there and they need 
Jesus. Would you go tell them?” There’s a recognition. Again, perhaps some of the greatest torment is knowing that in 
this life there were those that needed to know the truth and I, maybe, didn’t give them the truth. There will be a 
recognition of that. 

 
Verse 29: 

“But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’” 
After death, no one can plead ignorance—No one can stand before God and say, “Nobody told me.” See, the 

Bible teaches a couple of things about the revelation of God. The Bible teaches us what is called general revelation. The 
general revelation that God has given to all people—again, Paul says in Romans 1:20 that no man has an excuse. No one 
will be able to stand before God and say, “Love wins. Come on. You’re a God of love and I didn’t know.” No, through 
general revelation, God has made what He says in Romans 1, “That which was plain”—evident, clear. When you walk 
outside on a day like today and you step into the shade—I’m giddy because Fall is in the air. Fall is here. The smell of Fall 
is different from the smell of Spring, and Summer, and Winter. You breathe that in, and when you feel the sun on your 
face on a cold morning, when you look at the mountains… Everywhere I travel, I love to see the country. I drive through 
the Corn Belt and I love it. People say it’s so boring driving through Kansas but not to me. I like to see the corn in the 
fields, and the farmhouse, and the silo, and I think of the stories that could be told. I like to drive through the swamps of 
Florida, and the hills of Texas. I like to drive through the tundra. It doesn’t matter. Anywhere you go, God’s glory is being 
reflected somehow in the created world, because the “heavens declare the glory of God,” “the sky above shows His 
handiwork,” and in creation we see an intrinsic nature of a Creator being displayed in expression. So, nobody can say, 



“How did I get here?” To say it just happened is foolish. That’s why the Psalmist would say, “The fool says in his heart 
‘There is no God.’”  

But not only does God give us general revelation through creation, the Bible teaches us in Romans 2-3, and in 
other places, Paul says to Titus, “The grace of God has appeared to all men and teaches them to say no to ungodliness.” 
There is a moral law that is imprinted on our hearts. C. S. Lewis talks about this in Mere Christianity; the fact that if I take 
something from you, you recognize that you have been wronged. Why? Because there is a moral law imprinted on your 
heart because you are an image-bearer of a moral, righteous God. So, nobody can plead ignorance. 

Here is what Jesus says to Pilate when Pilate asks Him, “Are you a king?” Jesus says, “Yes, I’m a king.” Pilate asks, 
“Where is your kingdom,” and Jesus answers, “It’s not of this world.” Jesus says, “Everyone who is seeking truth listens 
to me.” Everyone who genuinely desires to know the truth will meet Jesus and be saved. But make no mistake about it, 
in John 14:6, Jesus’ own words are, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father except through 
me.” “There is no other name under Heaven, given among men, whereby we would be saved,” but the name of Jesus. 
So, when someone says, “I’m just seeking truth, man,” and you give them Jesus, and they say, “No, that’s not it,” then 
they are not really seeking truth. They are seeking self-authority. They are seeking self-governance. They are seeking 
self-deification. They are seeking autonomy. They are seeking hedonism. What this life offers me, and what I can see, 
and feel, and touch, and taste, is my desire, but if we are really, really, really seeking truth…. Don’t worry, if you have 
friends and loved ones who are genuinely seeking truth, what they will find is Jesus. What you may be able to have the 
opportunity to do is share with them Jesus. That may be your testimony; that you were wandering around lost and 
without hope and suddenly there was a revelation that God is real and something was bigger than what was going on in 
your world. You began to seek and what you found was that you weren’t seeking, but rather than Jesus was drawing you 
and when you saw the light of the Gospel you received it. 

If you are here tonight and you are struggling, don’t get confused and think that just because we are in a little 
church where most everybody knows everybody—listen, there are people here who don’t know Jesus. There are people 
sitting in the chairs of Red Oak Church tonight who are going to spend eternity in Hell if things don’t change. We would 
be on an extremely ecclesiastical high horse to think that our church is one hundred percent salty and purified. We don’t 
see that in Scripture. We need to examine our souls, and our intentions, and our hearts, and our motivation. What is the 
fruit and evidence? Lazarus somehow had evidence in his life that Christ was Lord. The rich man ignored it. Jesus is Lord. 
He’s real.  

No one can ever plead ignorance. But, a person who lives on the island in a third world existence, who never 
actually heard the Gospel, and rejects what God has revealed to him in general revelation, the second type of revelation 
that God gives is special, specific revelation, whereby a person hears the Gospel. A person that rejects that will definitely 
never be able to plead ignorance. So, we need to examine what we are doing and what we hear. 

 
Verse 31: 
God has made known enough of himself so that no one has an excuse to not take responsibility for their own 

rejection of that revelation.  Romans 1:20 
 
So, in closing, I have two additional observations: 
1. Once the soul and body have been separated and entered into eternity, the Bible teaches that condition is 

fixed forever.  In other words, you breathe your last, you enter eternity, it’s fixed. Nothing changes after that. 
2. In this life, how we treat the poor and destitute matters. Listen, y’all, this is so critical for us practically. How 

we treat poor people matters. Jesus, in Matthew 25, says, “I was hungry and you gave me food. I was naked and you 
gave me clothes. I was in prison and you came and visited me.” The crowd says, “What?” Then, He says, “I was hungry 
and you didn’t feed me. I was thirsty and you didn’t give me drink. I was in prison and you didn’t come visit me.” They 
asked, “What are you talking about?” Then, He explains, “You didn’t do it for those people. You didn’t do it to the 
Lazaruses of the world.” 

 
Pinwheel144 matters. Pinwheel is not babysitting. We know that when we are on mission locally and we are 

engaging the community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ… I do not buy into the bad theology of, “Preach the Gospel 
always and when necessary use words.” It’s always necessary to proclaim, and preach, and say the Gospel, but it is also 
always necessary to do it with our actions, and to love people well, and to care about people who are poor, and hurting, 
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and marginalized, and to give a rip about somebody other than myself. That matters and Jesus connects the dots. He 
says that what you do in this life matters eternally when it comes to the poor and destitute of this world. 

The conclusion and application is this: Hell is real and Heaven is real. We know this is true and we have the 
opportunity in this life to share the eternal hope that a relationship with Jesus offers. We need to be about the work of 
winning people to Jesus.  We need to proclaim the Gospel, and we need to love people well. We need to minister to 
their physical and earthly needs. 

The two things that we have to do with this text are: 
1. Examine your own salvation. Where are you going to spend eternity? When you come up with your answer, 

Heaven or Hell, why? If there is anything other than because of the merit and work of Jesus, the sinless, spotless, Lamb 
of God, who by His blood has cleansed me from unrighteousness, and saved me from sin, and brought that which was 
dead to life – “But God, being rich in mercy, made me alive together with Christ”—if there is answer other than that… If 
your answer is, “Because I said a prayer…because I got dunked…because I got sprinkled…because I went to 
church…because my grandma and granddaddy…” No. It has to be Jesus. It’s all about Jesus. Examine your own salvation. 

2. The second thing is to consider those you may reach with the love and message of the Gospel. Let’s consider 
who we are going to reach this week with the love and message of the Gospel. Who are we going to love well? Who are 
we going to reach well? Who are we going to go to? 

Whether this is a parable or not, there are people today from the era of the rich man and Lazarus, who are in 
eternity thinking about those who they didn’t reach out to in this life. I don’t want to be in Heaven, if my memory is 
going to be clear, dealing with the regrets of not loving people well in this life. I want to spend eternity with Jesus 
knowing that I did what I could. None of us are going to be able to say, “I got it right one hundred percent,” are we? We 
will say, “God I know I didn’t serve you like I should have,” but if we can give of ourselves to those who need and love 
people well, the Lord will use that. People will come to know Jesus because of our faithfulness. Scripture is clear that 
God works through the faithfulness of His people. Amen? 

If you are here tonight and you don’t know the Lord, we offer you to come to Jesus. Call on the name of the Lord 
and be saved. Receive what Jesus offered to Lazarus and what he received. That is, that Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life, and nobody comes to the Father but by Him. If you put your faith and your trust in the work of Jesus you 
can figure the rest of it out later, and we will help you with that. Amen? 

I’ll pray and we will sing to the Lord. 
God, I pray that tonight that you would help us to worship you in the way that we respond to your Word, to love 

you well, to love others well. God, I pray that we would learn from Lazarus and learn from this rich man, and learn that 
what is done in this life will really matter fifty, a hundred, and five thousand years from now. This is a heavy text, Lord. 
This is convicting and it’s uncomfortable at times to address these things, but God, your Word is clear and we need to 
hear it. We need to be reminded that our lost neighbors are going to go to Hell if we don’t reach them with the Gospel, 
and that people on the other side of the world are going to go to Hell if they don’t receive the Gospel. Help us to do 
everything in our power to get it to them and to live lives that are consistent with the Gospel we proclaim. Thank you, 
Jesus, for the gift of salvation. As we examine our own hearts, I pray that we will find ourselves faithful and obedient to 
your Word. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
(Spencer Davis) 
Our benediction for tonight comes from the last few words of Scripture and is from Revelation 22, 
 

“16 I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 

17 The Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come.”’And let the one who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let the one 
who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are 
described in this book. 

20 He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.”





November 5, 2017 
Luke 17:1-19 
Zach Mabry 

 
That was awesome. I’m really thankful for the way that we do corporate worship here. You’ll notice, oftentimes, 

that the same themes that we are singing about are the themes that we are going to be hearing from God’s Word. It’s so 
encouraging for me, just in preparation, to approach this passage of Scripture. The passage that we are looking at 
tonight is in Luke 17. I know, for a lot of us, we are really thankful to be back in our study of Luke. If you haven’t been 
with us for a while, or if you have, either way, let me clarify that we took the month of October and we focused on the 
Five Solas of the Reformation. It was a really cool study and was really enjoyable. It was convicting, and challenging, and 
humbling to see the way that God has worked in history to rescue His Gospel from men. But, before we did that, we had 
started sometime, about a year ago, in the Book of Luke, and now we are a year into it and we are almost done. There 
are just seven chapters left. So, we are going to jump back into Luke and look at Luke 17:1-19 tonight. There is a lot here 
and for me, personally, this has been super convicting, which is great. That’s one of the goals in studying Scripture; to be 
humbled by the words of God and be convicted of our sin. So, tonight, especially the first section that we go through, is 
super convicting. It challenges us to see God lifted up in His sovereignty over all things and to put our faith in Him, and 
when we don’t have enough faith, to ask God for faith. 

So, tonight, the basic outline is going to be talking about how we need faith to forgive others, we need faith to 
obey God, and we need faith to give thanks and to glorify God. I’m going to read through the whole section, and have 
that in your mind while I read through. For me, there are a couple of turns that this passage takes where it’s confusing. I 
thought, “Why is this coming up now?” So, hopefully, when we look at it through that mindset, of having faith to forgive, 
faith to obey, and faith to give thanks and glorify God, that it will help tie it together. Because our goal here is to walk 
through Scripture and see what it is that God is saying to us from His Word. Even with this, over and over as we go 
through the Book of Luke, we are confronted with the actual words of Jesus. We know that this is God’s Word and that 
all of the Bible is spoken, is breathed out, by God, but there are some times when we look and uncover what Jesus really 
said that it brings a little more power to us. So, what we are going to do is we are going to walk through that right now. 

I’ll read Luke 17:1-19 and let’s look at it in that mindset—faith to obey, faith to forgive, and faith to give thanks 
and glorify God. Starting in verse 1, 

 
“And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through 

whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast 
into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention to yourselves! If your 
brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the 
day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord said, “If you had faith like a 
grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it 
would obey you. 

7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come 
in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for 
me, and dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does 
he thank the servant because he did what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that 
you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” 

11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he 
entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, saying, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to 
the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. 
Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was 
no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go 
your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 
As we get into this first section, hopefully you are seeing that this is about having faith. The first section is the 

most convicting because in this passage He is talking about how our lives—our actions and attitudes—cause other 



people to sin. Do you see that? It’s really interesting because in the original language it has a double negative here. 
Literally, it says, “The temptation to sin to not come is impossible.” Wait. Time out. “The temptation to sin”—got it. “To 
not come is impossible.” He’s saying that temptations to sin are sure to come. We live in a fallen world and we live every 
day struggling against the impulses of our flesh and our sinful desires, so there are going to be temptations to sin. We 
know that if you are in Christ that God has given you a way out of every temptation to sin, by trusting in Him. He’s saying 
here that these temptations to sin are sure to come but woe to you if you cause a little one to sin. Right? Let’s think 
about that. What He’s saying is that our actions affect other people. That’s easy to see. Your actions affect other people, 
in fact, your actions affect other people’s relationships with God. We’ve seen this, right? You can be a positive influence 
on someone or you can be a negative influence on someone. He’s saying that if you cause someone to sin that it would 
be better for you if there were a huge stone tied around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. You guys know 
the result of that, right? It would be better for you to be drowned to death than to cause someone else to sin. We need 
to pause and think, “Do I think of sin as seriously as this?” It’s crazy because it’s not even just our own sin. If you are 
pursuing the Lord, or if you are attempted to pursue the Lord, and you study His Word, you pray, and God convicts you 
of sin, there are times that you feel the way that God feels about your sin. Right? Have you felt that before? You’ve felt 
really convicted and you feel, “I’m violating the holiness of God! I need to get this out of my life.” Well, when you 
influence other people to sin you are causing them to violate the holiness of God, and God’s holiness is so important 
that it would be better for you to die than for you to cause someone to sin. That’s perspective, right? 

Listen to this. In studying through this I found this quote. Philip Ryken wrote a commentary that we’ve been 
using a lot. It’s really awesome. He is asking how this happens. He says, 

 
“What are some ways we lead people astray? We do it any time our actions or attitudes set a bad example. We do 
it when our complaining spirit causes other people to be discontent. We do it by speaking evil words that unfairly 
influence someone else’s opinion. We do it by carrying on an argument to the point to where we provoke an angry 
response. We do it by enticing someone to commit sexual sin or join us for some juicy gossip. We do it by boasting 
of our accomplishments or acquisitions in a way that makes other people envious or boastful. There are just some 
of the many ways that we can become a spiritual hindrance to other people. Of course they have to take 
responsibility for their own actions but woe to us if we make it easier for them to sin or harder for them to be 
godly.” 
 
These are the words of Jesus, “Woe to you.” The question is do we really care about other people’s walk with 

the Lord. Sadly, we don’t. Sadly, we don’t care about other people’s walk with the Lord and we are not offended by sin. 
We just accept it as part of our lives. We see someone sinning and we think, “Ah, forget about it. It’s not that big of a 
deal. Oh, did I cause that? It’s not really on me, right? That’s not on me, that’s on them.” But what Jesus is saying is that 
if you are the one who causes someone to sin…it’s interesting because He says, “…cause one of these little ones to sin.” 
If you look through Scripture, Jesus even uses the term ‘little ones’ at times when it’s not just about children, although it 
does apply to children. But also, He calls the disciples ‘little ones.’ It also looks like He could be talking about any 
believer. He is saying that if you cause any believer to sin, “Woe to you!” I think that what we need to understand is that 
we don’t have a very good understanding of what godly community looks like, because this is about us. Sure, do I need 
to pursue the Lord so that God weeds stuff out of my life? Yes, but I also need to be caring about other people’s 
relationships with the Lord, other people’s sanctification, other people’s growth in Christ. If I really love someone then I 
care about that because that’s the most important thing for them—to be more conformed to the image of Jesus. 

So, Jesus says that it would be better for you if you had a millstone hung around your neck and drowned than to 
cause one of these little ones to sin. These little ones could be children or new believers. What are we doing to cause 
people to sin? We have a practical example in 1 Corinthians 8. Corinth was a really pagan city and there was a process 
where they would worship false gods by sacrificing meat to them. A lot of people thought that meat was then 
contaminated. They would sacrifice the meat to the god and, obviously, the false god wouldn’t eat the meat because 
that god is not real. Then that meat was sold for cheap in the market. As a bargain shopper, you would think, “Whoa, 
this is cheap food.” You’d buy it. You thought, there’s no such thing as this false god anyway. I don’t think the boogey 
man contaminated my steak, plus it’s a better deal, so I’m going to buy it. But then some people were freaking out 
because they had been involved in the worship of false gods. They knew how real that experience was; to sacrifice this 
food. They wanted to get as far away from it as possible. So, Paul, in writing 1 Corinthians 8, addresses this. He says this, 

 



“Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that ‘all of us possess knowledge.’ This 
‘knowledge’ puffs up, but love builds up. 2 If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet 
know as he ought to know. 3 But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 

4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that ‘an idol has no real existence,’ 
and that ‘there is no God but one.’ 5 For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 
indeed there are many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’— 6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through 
whom we exist.” 
 
What’s He saying? This food that was sacrificed to idols hasn’t really been sacrificed to anything. It’s fine. It’s fine 

to eat. If you want to eat it you can eat it. But, He doesn’t stop there. That would be if we were only concerned with 
ourselves. But if we are concerned for others, He says this, 

 
“7 However, not all possess this knowledge.” 

 
Not everybody knows that you can eat this meat. 
 

“But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not 
eat, and no better off if we do.” 
 
I think that’s great.  Do we really think that food is going to affect our relationship with God? It’s just food. You 

are no better off either way. Then He says, 
 

“But take care…” 
 
Which is the same thing that Jesus said. Jesus said, “Pay attention.” He says, 
 

“But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak.” 
 
The weak, the little ones. Let me repeat that. 
 

“But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 
For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his 
conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge this weak person is 
destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.” 
 
Do you see what he’s saying here? He’s asking if it’s wrong to eat this food. No, it’s not wrong to eat this but 

they think it’s wrong. This brother of yours, this sister of yours—they think it’s wrong. This is a person, an eternal soul, 
for whom Christ died. So, pay attention to how you influence them, because if you, by eating this, make them think, 
“Oh, it’s okay. I can eat this,” but in so doing they are going against their own conscience, “This doesn’t feel right that 
I’m doing this,” they are sinning against God because they are willfully doing something that they think is sinful. Do you 
see that? Is it wrong to eat it? No, unless they believe that it’s wrong to eat it. Then, what you are doing is you are 
sinning against their conscience and it says that you aren’t just sinning against their conscience, you are sinning against 
Jesus. Isn’t that crazy? So, He says, 

 
“If food makes my brother stumble I will never eat meat, lest I cause my brother to stumble.” 

 
See what’s happening here? We have to take a backseat to our own personal luxuries and desires. Why? 

Because doing this is wrong? No, because we want to care for other people. In the way that you are acting, are you 
caring for other people? You know, that list of things that Ryken pointed out; how many times does this happen with us? 



How many times do you have an action or attitude that causes somebody else to have sinful thoughts or to act sinfully? 
That’s super convicting for me. He mentioned complaining. We think, “I just need somebody to vent to.” Well, here’s the 
thing—when you’re complaining you are saying that God doesn’t provide. Right? Because who is in control of this? Who 
is in control of your life, and what you have, and what you don’t have? Jesus is. So, when you start complaining you are 
a) casting condemnation on God’s provision or b) what if you are complaining about a brother or sister in Christ? Is God 
going to change His mind and say, “Oh, yeah. That person is a jerk.”? No. When you are talking bad about another 
brother or sister in Christ, you are talking bad about someone for whom Christ died. You are setting yourself up against 
their Father. Is that the position you want to be in? Absolutely not. How much worse is it when you complain to this 
person about that person and now you have changed their opinion, so now they are condescending toward someone for 
whom Christ died? Whose fault is that? Well, it’s ultimately their fault. They are not loving their brother like they should. 
But who put the seed in their heart? We did. It would be better for you to have a millstone tied around your neck than 
to cause one of God’s children to look down on another one of God’s children. Why? Because we usually get something 
out of it, right? I’m complaining about them to make myself look better than this person. Are you really better than that 
person? Not as we read on. You are going to realize that we’re not. We have to pay attention. That’s what Jesus says. 
The first command we have from Jesus here is “pay attention to yourselves.” How are you acting? Are you causing 
people to sin? Then, He takes it a step further, because sin does exist in this world. People are going to sin, and this 
week someone is going to sin against you. Now, your response should be to condemn them and tell other people how 
bad they are, right? No…no, Zach, that’s not right. Thank you. No. 

Then, He goes on and says, what happens when you see someone sinning? Well, if you love them—this is part of 
this upside-down kingdom we are talking about—if you love someone, you need to confront them in their sin. Jesus 
commands you that if you see your brother sinning you need to rebuke him. Now, don’t blame me and say, “Well, Zach 
told me that I need to confront everybody with all the sin that I see around me,” right? That would cause chaos. But we 
are commanded to rebuke people. We are commanded to rebuke our brothers if we see them in sin, but we need to do 
it properly. Scripture addresses this over and over, the way we are supposed to love others. I’ll just read a couple of 
ways that, if we are going to rebuke someone, how we have to do it. Why do we want to do that? Because we care 
about their relationship with the Lord. We don’t want to be negative and cause them to sin; we want to be positive and 
tell people not to sin. Because if I asked you, “Hey, this brother of yours, or this sister of yours, do you want them to 
keep sinning?,” you are going to say, “No, I don’t want them to.” Okay. If you see it then you need to rebuke them. You 
need to confront them about their sin. Now, this word ‘rebuke’ is fascinating because in the original language it means 
to ‘set value on’ or ‘set honor upon’ someone. Isn’t that interesting? To rebuke someone means to set honor on them. 
Yeah, because you care about them. You know that they were created to be conformed to the image of Jesus, so you 
want to help them along the way. 

So, look at some of the ways we need to do this. We need to do this courageously because if you are going to 
confront someone about their sin you need to show them that this is sinful and this is the way you are violating God and 
His standards. We need to do this gently and not judgmentally, because we are not the ones that they have sinned 
against. Not ultimately. We are not judging them. We want to help them see where they need to work on their 
relationship with Jesus. We need to do this humbly and not arrogantly. We need to do it affectionately. And I think, most 
importantly, we need to do it prayerfully. You need to spend time in prayer and let your heart be broken for their sin. 
Not in the way that they have inconvenienced you. Don’t say, “I’m rebuking you because you snapped at me and it made 
me mad.” No, that’s not it. “I’m going to rebuke you because you took that and I wanted it.” Nope. “I need to show you 
that you did this out of anger, you did this out of jealousy, and this is not like Jesus.” It’s for their good, and it’s not just 
for their good, it’s for all of our good. Right? It’s good for a sinner to stop sinning. It’s good for a sinner to repent. It’s 
good for that person and it’s good for the Church. It’s good for the body of Christ. 

The best parallel to this that I can see is with my children; when one of my children is angry at another one, 
which happens daily. They are mean and ugly to their sibling. I point it out, “You are being mean and ugly.” It’s not 
because it’s affected me, and it’s not because my life would be better if my kids liked each other, though life would be 
better if my kids liked each other, you know? But I will talk to my kids and I will get down on their level and say, “You 
were mean and ugly to your brother. Do you want to grow up to be a mean, ugly man?” Now, obviously, if you are going 
to talk to an adult that might not be the best choice of words, “Do you want to be mean and ugly? No, you don’t, do 
you? No, you don’t.” But this is what we are commanded to do—for their good. For their good, and for the good of the 
Church, for the good of the body of Christ. This is what we are called to do. We are not just called to do this, Jesus 
commands us, “If your brother is in sin, you need to rebuke them,” and then this is what hopefully will happen if you go 



to them prayerfully, courageously, and humbly, with God’s Word in hand—they will submit to the Lord and they will 
repent. 

So, if you rebuke them and they repent, then now you are obligated to forgive. This is a big deal because this 
isn’t easy. It’s not easy for us to forgive. We’ve been annoyed and frustrated and we feel offended by someone. But, if 
they repent we are obligated to forgive—obligated. Now, Jesus doesn’t wait for clarification, He just goes on and for 
emphasis says, 

 
“If seven times in a day…” 

 
And He even says this time, 
 

“Against you…” 
 

“If seven times a day someone sins against you and seven times a day….” 
 
He repeats it for emphasis. 
 

“Seven times a day they come to you and they say, ‘I repent,’…” 
 
Then do you know what you are supposed to do seven times in a day? Forgive. This is where the curveball 

comes in. Because then the Apostles respond, 
 

“Lord, increase our faith.” 
 
Anybody else think that’s weird? At first, that’s so confusing to me. It’s like, okay, if someone sins forgive them. 

Oh, man. If they sin seven times forgive them seven times. “Well, increase our faith.” Are they just saying that because 
they know they are supposed to ask God for faith? I don’t know, but in reality it takes faith in God, and in His 
sovereignty, and His control of the world, and in His love and His compassion for His children—it takes faith in that to 
truly forgive people. Do you ever think about that? Because you can’t really forgive them on your own if you are that 
angry, and upset, and frustrated with them. But do you know what you can do? Submit it to the Lord. Genuine 
forgiveness requires faith. When Jesus tells them to forgive they respond by asking for more faith. That’s because we 
need this faith. We need to trust in Romans 8:28, that God is working all things together for good for the ones who love 
God, for the ones who are called according to His purpose. It takes faith to forgive so it takes faith to trust that God is 
working all things out, even this confrontation, even their sin against you. So you need trust and you need to trust God 
with it. You’ve got to let go. You can’t do this on your own; you need the faith to do this. We acknowledge that it is 
actually against the Lord. Remember what Rob read in Psalm 51. It acknowledges that it is against the Lord that other 
people have sinned. Are you a bystander in this? Are you getting some collateral shrapnel? Yeah, you are. But have they 
really sinned against you? No, they have sinned against God. 

Then, the question is, if they are truly repentant—which by the way you don’t have the right to judge whether 
or not they’re repentant, you can’t judge their heart—if they say, “I repent,” then you believe them. You have to. That’s 
not your job. Then, if they have really repented do you know what that means? That means that God’s forgiven them. 
And who do we think we are to hold something against someone that God doesn’t hold against them? Now, we do that. 
We do it. Do we have a right to do that? Oh, no. Oh, absolutely not. 

An example of this that came to my mind was a situation that was probably eight years ago. We had a guy who 
had worked on staff at Snowbird. A lot of us serve at Snowbird. This guy had worked on staff for a summer and then he 
had gone home and made some really bad choices. He had made some terrible choices. He had abused things that he 
shouldn’t have. Then he came out of it and God had convicted him. He had gotten in with the wrong group of people 
and he had done terrible stuff. Then he came out of it. He had asked God to forgive him and he was pursuing the Lord. 
Then, he said, “Look, man, I wanted to come back and serve but I have to be honest. I have to disclose these things. This 
is where I went this past year. I didn’t want to turn in my application because I didn’t think you would accept me.” Then, 
I said, “Okay, you’re telling me that you’ve repented, you’ve changed, and things are square with you and the Lord, and 
you think that now I’m going to hold it against you? I don’t have a right to hold that against you. If you’ve repented 
before the Lord, praise God!” We can’t hold that against somebody. This is something that our churches need to realize. 



How many times have you heard conversations from people who say, “I just don’t feel accepted in that church because 
of what I’ve done in the past.”? Well, shame on us. Do you think that you have a higher standard of holiness than God 
does? Because that’s what you are doing. In failing to forgive, you are holding up your standard of holiness against 
God’s. We don’t have that right. 

But that’s hard. I know it’s hard. That’s why the disciples said, “Increase our faith” in response to Jesus. Again, I 
felt like this was a curveball. Then, Jesus says, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed,” which we all know is really 
tiny, “you could say to that mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and cast into the sea’.” Whoo, cool. “And it will obey you.” Neat. 
What does that mean? How does that have anything to do with forgiveness? I was so confused. One of the 
commentators said, “Well, at least it’s not a mountain.” Because there is one time when Jesus says you can make that 
mountain go into the sea. You think that a tree would be way easier—with my Jedi mind tricks. Apparently, the mulberry 
tree is one of the most rooted of trees. Obviously, this is something that’s impossible. Can any one of us say to a tree, 
“Be uprooted and cast into the sea”? No, you can’t do it. That’s impossible. Right? So is forgiving someone. If you ask 
God for faith and He gives you that faith to trust in Him, then you can do impossible things, like forgive someone. 
Because then you can actually care about them the way that Christ cares about them. You can see them the way Christ 
does. For me, this is a paradigm shift. For us to truly forgive someone, we need to see them as Christ sees them. How 
does Christ see them? With His righteousness. 

We are coming out of this study of the Reformation and one of the things that we redeemed in the Reformation 
was the fact that when we come to faith in Jesus there is an exchange that takes place—this Great Exchange—that God 
takes our sin and gives us His righteousness. That’s true for you if you’re in Christ. That’s true for your brother or sister if 
they’re in Christ. For you to trust God is to see them the way that God sees them. See them with having the 
righteousness of Jesus. Then, what can you hold against them? Nothing. Nothing. 

Then, He goes on and talks about how this is what we’ve been called to do. We are going to see two different 
examples. One is a theoretical example and one is kind of a practical example of what our response is supposed to be, 
because we need to trust God in order for us to obey. Right now, He is calling us to forgive. In the first part, we have 
commands from God to first watch out for ourselves, and then to rebuke someone, and then to forgive them. Those are 
the three commands we have from Jesus. So, we actually need that faith to obey. He uses this example in verse 7. He 
says, 

 
“Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say to him when he has come 

in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline at table’?” 
 
Obviously, none of us really has servants. But if you did and they were keeping your sheep in your fields, when 

your servants came in would you say, “Hey, let’s sit down. Recline at table with me.”? No, you wouldn’t. It says right 
here,  

 
“Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and dress properly, and serve me while I 

eat and drink, and afterward you will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what 
was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’” 
 
He’s following through on the point and saying that He’s calling us to do something impossible. He’s calling us to 

watch ourselves, to rebuke and to forgive. To forgive seven times a day—I can’t do that. The Apostles say, “Increase our 
faith.” Yes, that’s what you need. You need faith. Jesus says, “That’s what you need. You need faith. I will give you the 
faith to do impossible things. Your job is to be obedient.” That’s what it comes down to. Our job is to be obedient. 
Because, think through all of these situations where you have caused other people to sin. It’s because of your own pride 
and your own sense of your self-importance. So, what do we really need to see ourselves as? We need to see ourselves 
as servants. I mean, do you deserve praise and glory? What have you done to deserve praise and glory? I love that song 
we sang from Romans 11, 

 
“Who has given a gift to God that He should repay Him?” 

 
Does God owe you something? Do your actions and attitudes require God to be like, “Oh, yeah, what a great 

person”? No, of course not. We have been saved and everything we have is grace. So, what do we need to do? We just 



need to obey. We need to have this mindset where we are just unworthy servants. We are only doing what we’ve been 
commanded to do. Because for us to do this what does it require? Our trust in God. Because it’s our trust in God that 
enables us to live like Jesus. Can you live like Jesus on your own? No, no you can’t. You can’t do that. You have to put 
your faith in Him so He can give you that righteousness so you can live it out. That’s what you have to do. So, at the end 
of the day there is no room for your pride. You pride has no place here. You can only say, “I’m an unworthy servant. I’m 
only doing what I’m commanded to do.” It takes faith to have that kind of humble obedience to God and we need to 
pray to God for that faith. To have this mindset and to say that we are His and we are only doing what’s commanded of 
us, we need to remember that we have been purchased by God twice. We are God’s property because of creation. All 
things have been created “by Him, through Him, and for Him.” And we are God’s property by redemption. 1 Peter says 
that we have been purchased by the precious blood of Jesus. So, that’s the mindset that we need to have in looking at 
our relationship with God. We are His servants. He uses that term that we talk about all the time, doulas, or slaves. We 
are just slaves—unworthy slaves. Do we deserve to get any glory or honor? No, because when we try to take glory or 
honor for ourselves we are taking it from God. We don’t deserve that. That’s misdirected glory. 

Then, He goes on and gives us this last illustration. I think it’s a real life illustration to show us what our response 
to the Lord needs to be in light of the fact that we are servants of Jesus; we have been purchased by His blood. How do 
we need to respond? We need to respond like this one person in this story. This is Luke 17:11, 

 
“On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee….” 

 
Remember, the Jews were kind of like cousins to the Samaritans but the Jews thought they were unclean. They 

would push them away and they wouldn’t allow them in their worship services. They actually started worshipping on a 
different mountain. They accepted part of the Old Testament that the Jews said could be for them, also, but because of 
their different relationship it was like they weren’t even given all of the Old Testament. So, Jesus was passing in a 
borderland. It was kind of a no-man’s-ville, where there just happened to be some people who were Jews and some who 
were Samaritans. 

 
“And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance….” 

 
They had to stand at a distance. In Leviticus, they were commanded to stay away from people because if you 

were leprous you could transmit that disease. People would eventually die from leprosy and fingers would fall off and 
stuff. They actually had to stay at a distance and yell, “Unclean! Unclean!” That’s who we are dealing with. So, they 
stood at a distance… 

 
“…and lifted up their voices, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.’” 

 
 
That word, ‘Master,’ is only used six times in the New Testament and every other time it is used is by the 

disciples. They are acknowledging Jesus as their Master. What is this? It’s faith, right?  
 

“When He saw them He said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the priests.’” 
 
It doesn’t look like a miracle but that was it. They turned, obeyed, and it says this, 
 

“And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. 
Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was 
no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go 
your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 
So, it looks like these other nine accepted this physical healing from God, but did they respond and give thanks 

to God? Did they respond and praise Him? No. It doesn’t look like He ever saw these others again. It was only this one 
Samaritan, this one outsider, who came and fell on his face. It says, 

 



“Thanking and glorifying God.” 
 
This is our response. This is the proper response, because in light of this, if God gives you the faith to thank Him 

and to praise Him then you are seeing your sin in light of what it is, and you are seeing this gift of righteousness in light 
of what it is, and that’s what provides the norm for how we are supposed to live with each other. It provides the norm 
for us to treat other people well and make sure that we care about their relationship with the Lord. It helps us, when we 
are caring about their relationship with the Lord, and are not trying to get them to sin, but are trying to get them to 
follow Jesus. We have to rebuke them and then He gives us the faith to forgive them. Sadly, this is not most of 
humanity’s response to God. Right? What do we have in this example? We have ten people who have been given this 
huge blessing from God. They’ve been healed physically and nine of them, ninety percent, just keep on going. They don’t 
give thanks and they don’t glorify God. 

This is what we see in Romans 1. This is kind of a microcosm of what humanity does. We see this in Romans 
1:18, 

 
“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 

men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to 
them, because God has shown it to them.” 
 
God has shown himself in all of creation. 
 

“For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse.” 
 
What is the majority of humanity’s response to seeing God’s power and invisible qualities revealed in nature and 

creation? Verse 21, 
 

“For although they knew God (from what they saw), they did not honor him as God or give 
thanks to him….” 

 
That’s what the nine did. They did not honor Him. They did not give thanks to Him. 

 
“…but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to 

be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling 
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.” 

 
We need to realize that we fail to put our faith in God when we are consumed with ingratitude and entitlement. 

The nine lepers felt they deserved healing. It’s the opposite of the faithful servant from the section before. What does 
the faithful servant say? The faithful servant says, 

 
“I’m just an unworthy slave.” 

 
That’s it. That’s all I am. What does the leper who has real saving faith do? He falls on his face at the feet of 

Jesus, thanking Him and praising Him. That’s the proper response. If it’s the proper response of someone who looks at 
the sunset, and how big the mountains are, and how far away the stars are, then how much more is it the proper 
response of someone who has been purchased by the blood of Jesus? That’s huge. 

There is an early Church catechism, called the Heidelberg Catechism145, that asks this question. It says,  
 

“What must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort?” 
 

                                                             
145 This is Question 2 of the Heidelberg Catechism. For text of the Heidelberg Catechism, see : 

http://www.reformed.org/documents/heidelberg.html (November 13, 2017) 



The answer is three things. 
 
“First, how great my sin and misery are. Second, how I am set from all my sins and misery. Third, how I am to 

thank God for such deliverance.” 
 
Right? Now, what do we need for this to be really accomplished in our lives? We can think through that 

academically. I’m empty and He’s full. He gives it to me. Thanks. But we need faith. We need real genuine faith and trust 
in God. How do we get that? We ask Him for it just like the disciples did, “Lord, increase our faith.” Firstly, we need to 
apply this to our lives. We need to realize that our sin is an affront to the holiness of God. Our sin deserves punishment. 
If God is just, then He is right to punish me for my sin. Right? 

What’s crazy is that you can get into discussions with non-believers all the time and they will say, “I can’t trust in 
God. God’s not loving. He’s condemning people.” Yes, that’s right, but He’s condemning people rightly. He’s condemning 
people appropriately. What would your faith in the justice system be if you had a daughter, a wife, or a sister who was 
brutally raped and murdered, and charges were brought before a judge and the judge said, “You know what? I don’t 
want to condemn anybody. I just want to be filled with love. You’re forgiven. Go in peace”? What would we say? We 
would say that the system is broken and corrupt. But, if that judge said, “Because of what you have done you are going 
to be sentenced to death…sentenced to life in prison,” what would we do? We would rejoice. Is it because we want to 
see evil done? No, it’s because we want to see justice. But, when it comes to our own sin we don’t want that justice. 
Because if our own sin reaped the justice that was required for it, we would have the eternal wrath of God. That’s the 
only thing that can satisfy what we have done against God. So, what do we need to see? We need to see our sin in light 
of the holiness of God, we need to see the price that was paid for our sin, and we need to respond in thanksgiving and in 
giving glory and praise to God. 

That’s what we are seeing here. So, for us, let’s walk through this. How do we apply this to our lives this week? 
One, we need realize that we are the body of Christ. We have been purchased by His blood and we need to care about 
our relationship with God and our brothers and sisters’ relationships with God. So, we need to, on the negative side, 
make sure that we are not causing other people to sin because we realize that is a huge affront against God. God says, “I 
would rather that you die than you cause this little one of mine to sin against me.” Watch out. Pay attention. These are 
so hard. These steps are not easy. Don’t cause someone to sin this week. It’s hard. But if we start thinking through the 
reality of how serious that is then God can work that in us. What do we need? We need God to increase our trust and 
faith in Him. Then, we need to rebuke those who are in sin; not in a judgmental, condemning sort of way, but in love and 
in grace because we care about them. We need to forgive. It’s really hard. It’s very difficult to do this. You can’t do it. 
You could just as much forgive someone for sinning against you and against God as you could talk to a tree and tell it to 
go into the sea, but God gives you the faith to do that if you ask Him. Then, we need to look at everything that we’ve 
been given as a grace from God. 

You know, when we went through James, we read where he said, “Every good and perfect gift is from above.” 
We need to stop and reflect on the fact that every perfect gift is from above. We also need to take it a step further and 
realize that in that context it looks like He’s talking about trials and temptations that are testing our faith. Even those are 
good gifts, perfect gifts, from above, that we need to respond to in faith. If anyone needs this faith, what do we do? We 
pray to God. 

Now, if you’re here and you are not a believer—I’m sure there are some here who have never fully put their 
faith and trust in God for the first time—we invite you to please repent. To echo the words of Paul, we beg you on behalf 
of Christ to be reconciled to God. Because, apart from this saving work that Christ has done on your behalf you cannot 
satisfy that wrath. If you tried to pay for eternity you could never fulfill it. So, that’s our prayer for you. It’s our prayer for 
all of us, right? That we will learn to ask God for the faith to forgive, to obey, and to give Him the thanks and the glory 
that only He deserves, recognizing that we are just unworthy servants doing what we’ve been told. 

So, what I’m going to do is I’m going to pray for us and we will respond by singing a couple of songs. If you need 
to talk to someone there are a bunch of people here who would love to talk to you. Let me pray for us. 

Gracious	Father,	thank	you	for	your	Word	that	you	have	given	to	us.	Thank	you	that	we	have	it	in	a	
language	that	we	can	understand.	Thank	you	that	we	have	the	freedom	to	come	together	and	to	meet	and	to	
proclaim	your	Gospel.	Most	importantly,	we	thank	you	for	the	good	news	of	this	Gospel;	that	we	are	bankrupt	and	
that	we	have	no	good	on	our	own,	and	that	we	would	be	lost	completely	for	eternity	if	you	hadn’t	intervened.	So,	I	
do	pray	that	you	would	be	with	each	one	of	us.	Help	us	to	apply	these	words	to	our	lives.	I	pray	that	your	Holy	
Spirit	will	continue	to	convict	our	hearts	and	our	minds	and	that	you	will,	as	we	go	throughout	this	week,	point	out	



things	to	us	where	we	are	sinning	against	you	and	against	our	brothers	and	sisters,	and	help	us	to	see	that	in	light	
of	your	holiness,	and	to	respond	by	putting	our	faith	in	you.	If	we	can’t	do	it,	help	us	to	trust	you	to	give	us	the	faith	
to	do	it.	We	love	you	and	praise	you,	in	the	name	of	Jesus,	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
That was so good—the reality that we are free to forgive. If you are in Christ, if you are a child of God, if you’ve 

been forgiven by the Most High, then you are free to forgive. So, again, I just want to echo it for you to receive that 
forgiveness, and then to receive the freedom to operate in that grace toward other people. I just encourage you, if you 
would like to talk to a pastor—and we’d love to talk to you—I’m one and my name is Rob. There is one, Spencer. Zach, 
who preached, is a pastor. We’d love to talk to you. I think there are cards in the back that you can fill out if you’d like to 
talk to one of us. The reason that I make that invitation tonight is that this really is a subject that on one level is very 
simple. Right? Like the conversation that Zach would have with his kids. If you have kids you’ve had these conversations 
about forgiveness that are pretty simple and surface level, but for a lot of us, we know that same issue can run so deep 
when you have harbored bitterness against somebody for so long. When you have not extended forgiveness it is so easy 
to feel justified in that, depending on who did what and when. But, to realize that I am free in Christ to show grace and 
mercy, and not be eaten alive by this bitterness. We realize for a lot of people, and my own story is, that it can be so 
difficult to release. It can be so hard to release and so hard to trust the Lord with. So, that’s something that you don’t 
have to walk through alone. You don’t have to be eaten up by that by yourself. We would love to walk through Scripture 
with you and look at what it looks like to release those things to Christ; because, ultimately, we are trusting in Christ 
with those things. Not that person—not the person who hurt you—but we are putting our faith and trust in Jesus. So, 
the invitation is always open to remember that we don’t live this life alone. It’s impossible to live the Christian life. We 
need to have faith in Jesus to live the Christian life, and we have one another. We have one another. So, don’t fight 
these little battles by yourself. We have one another, so confess your sins to one another so that you may be healed and 
forgiven. Come and receive counsel from a wise brother or sister in Christ. That invitation is always extended. 

So, I’m going to close out tonight by reading from 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24. Again, I just invite you to hang out 
and enjoy getting to know some folks. 

 
“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will 
surely do it.”
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Luke 17:20-37 
Spencer Davis 

 
I asked them to sing that song right before we dove into the world tonight for a reason. Number one, it’s my 

favorite song right now. I love it. Number two, to intro this question. The song says, “The war is over,” so the question is, 
“Is it really?” For us, right now, is the war over? No…and yes. It’s a little bit of both, because when we say that Christ on 
the cross said, “It is finished,” was it finished? Yes. The payment for sin was done but the full redemption of His people 
was not done yet. So, when we think about the statement “the war is over” there is an already and a not yet. That’s a 
tension that is all throughout the Scripture—the already/not yet tension.146 

So, that’s what we are going to be looking at tonight when we talk about the kingdom of God. We hear about 
this all the time. We hear about kingdom work, and kingdom purpose, and kingdom focus, and doing work for the 
kingdom. What is it? What is the kingdom of God? Is it future and something when Jesus comes back or is it something 
now? That’s the question. Is it something we are hoping for one day or is it something present? Is it something we can 
experience right now? Is the kingdom now or later? Yes. Yes, I think it’s both. I think it’s already/not yet. I think it’s 
something that is now and I think it’s something that’s later. 

So, we are going to look at Luke. We are going through the Book of Luke and we find ourselves halfway through 
Luke 17. We are going to start in verse 20 and go all the way to the end. I’m going to read it real quick. Especially toward 
the end, you will see that this is not a fun passage that we get to go through tonight. The end of it is very heavy but the 
focus is the kingdom. So, starting in verse 20, 

 
“Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The 

kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or 
‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 

22 And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days 
of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not 
go out or follow them. 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so 
will the Son of Man be in his day. 25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation. 26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. 27 They were 
eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 
and the flood came and destroyed them all. 28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were 
eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day when Lot went out from 
Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— 30 so will it be on the day when the 
Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, 
not come down to take them away, and likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back. 32 

Remember Lot's wife. 33 Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep 
it. 34 I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the other left. 35 There will 
be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the other left.” 37 And they said to him, “Where, 
Lord?” He said to them, “Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Jesus,	guide	us	as	we	look	at	your	Word.	I	pray	that	you	would	be	honored	as	we	look	at	your	Word	and	

that	we	would	get	what	you	wanted	us	to	get	when	you	wrote	this.	I	pray	that	you	would	control	my	mouth,	guard,	
and	guide	it,	and	I	pray	that	you	would	speak	to	us	through	the	power	of	your	Holy	Spirit	working	through	your	
Word.	In	your	name,	we	pray,	Jesus.	Amen.		

 
So, one of the big focuses of Christ’s ministry was the announcement of the kingdom of God—the coming of the 

kingdom of God. It is near, it is near, it is near. This is a big deal that Jesus keeps repeating throughout His ministry. 
 
Look at Matthew 3:2, “Repent, the kingdom of Heaven is at hand!” 
Matthew 4:17, “From that time, Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, the kingdom of Heaven is at hand!’” 
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Matthew 4:23, “He went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the Gospel of the 
kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.” 

Matthew 10:7, when Jesus sent the disciples out, “And proclaim as you go, ‘The kingdom of Heaven is at hand!’” 
Luke 4, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well. I was sent for this 

purpose.” 
Luke 10, “Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near you.’” 
Matthew 24, “And this Gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to 

the nations, and then the end will come.” 
Mark 1, “Now, after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the Gospel of God, and saying, ‘The 

time is fulfilled. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe the Gospel.’” 
 
So, this is what Jesus came proclaiming over, and over, and over. This isn’t exhaustive, this is just a piece. This is 

just a few of the times that Jesus mentioned the kingdom is coming, the kingdom is at hand, the kingdom is right here. 
But, for a Jewish mind of that day that would have been like, “Whoa! Time out! The kingdom is coming but it’s a long 
way off. So, let’s just chill on the kingdom talk. The kingdom is near but it’s not that near. There have to be a lot of things 
that happen first.” 

One of the things that I always wondered about was why the Old Testament people thought that the Messiah 
was going to be like a military leader. Why did they think He was going to come and lead an army? I never really got that 
from the Scripture. I never really read a passage that convinced me that the Messiah was supposed to come like a 
military leader. But it turns out that I was just reading the wrong passages because it is totally in there. If you read it 
without the hindsight of knowing that Jesus did what He did—if you read passages like Isaiah 11, it’s a real familiar 
passage that you’ve heard before. This is just one of them. There are a lot in Jeremiah, a lot in Isaiah, and there are a few 
in Daniel, but this one is talking about, “There will come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse.” Remember this, “The 
Spirit of the Lord will rests on Him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding.” Everything sounds good. “With 
righteousness He will judge the poor and decide with equity for the meek of the Earth.” Now, start to listen to why they 
might be thinking that when the Messiah comes that He will be leading an army. Listen to this. Isaiah 11:4, 

 
“He shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 
6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
    and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, 
    and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den. 
9 They shall not hurt or destroy 
    in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea.” 

 
This is all good. We still don’t hear a lot of army talk yet. Now, listen to this, 

 
“In that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second time to recover the remnant that remains 

of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, 
and from the coastlands of the sea. 

 
12 He will raise a signal for the nations 
    and will assemble the banished of Israel, 



and gather the dispersed of Judah 
    from the four corners of the earth. 
13 The jealousy of Ephraim shall depart, 
    and those who harass Judah shall be cut off; 
Ephraim shall not be jealous of Judah, 
    and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.” 

 
That means that the two nations of Israel will be one. We will have a unified Israel. 
 

“But they shall swoop down on the shoulder of the Philistines in the west, 
    and together they shall plunder the people of the east. 
They shall put out their hand against Edom and Moab, 
    and the Ammonites shall obey them. 
15 And the Lord will utterly destroy 
    the tongue of the Sea of Egypt, 
and will wave his hand over the River 
    with his scorching breath, 
and strike it into seven channels, 
    and he will lead people across in sandals. 
16 And there will be a highway from Assyria 
    for the remnant that remains of his people, 
as there was for Israel 
    when they came up from the land of Egypt.” 

 
This is just one of the passages that would make them think that Jesus is coming back and He’s going to get back 

at the Philistines and at Egypt. They would have a military understanding of the Messiah coming back. They believed in a 
tangible, literal conquering of armies, and Israel’s literal restoration to peace and power in an actual land. 

This author, N.T. Wright147, says this, 
 
“God’s kingdom, to the Jew-in-the-village in the first half of the first century, meant the coming vindication of 
Israel, victory over the pagans, the eventual gift of peace, justice and prosperity. It is scarcely surprising that, when 
a prophet appeared announcing that this kingdom was dawning, and that Israel’s God was at last becoming king, 
he found an eager audience.” 
 
They were all like, “Heck, yeah. The Romans have been oppressing us and you are saying a kingdom is coming? 

Yeah, let’s do this.” But in the Jewish mind they would still be focused on the win. In their minds there are still some 
markers that have to happen before the Messiah can come back. They are really hung up on these ‘win’ markers before 
the Messiah comes back. He goes on and he says, the hope of the Messiah… 

 
“…was concrete, specific, focused on the people as a whole. If Pilate was still governing Judaea, then the kingdom 
had not come. If the Temple was not rebuilt, then the kingdom had not come. If the Messiah had not arrived, then 
the kingdom had not come. If Israel was not observing the Torah properly (however one might define that), then 
the kingdom had not come. If the pagans were not defeated and/or flocking to Zion for instruction, then the 
kingdom had not come. These tangible, this-worldly points of reference . . . are all-important” at this point. 
 
Alright, so this just sets the stage for this conversation. Jesus is saying the kingdom is here and the Jewish 

understanding is that the kingdom is coming but it’s coming when A, B, C, and D have happened. That’s kind of the 
understanding of this conversation that sets in in Luke 7. 

Pause. Before we get into this; we could go really deep into a lot of weird areas with this passage. There are a lot 
of rabbit holes that I will intentionally step over. You may choose to go deep into some of these rabbit holes in your 
small groups but I would suggest you probably go into them in your personal study so you don’t use that time in small 
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groups. Those are in there, but what I want to do is zoom out and look at the conversation as a whole and kind of hear 
what the hearers were hearing in this conversation, because it is a conversation. Now, we have the benefit of centuries 
of studying this passage and we should take that when we dive deep into the rabbit holes, but I want to zoom out and 
look at it like it’s for the first time. I read this to my kids the other night and I just read it and asked them, “What do you 
think Jesus is talking about in this passage when He said, ‘The kingdom of God is among you’? What do you think He was 
talking about?” And they said, “He’s standing right there.” Yes, they got it. 

So, you can unpack some of the fun things later on, like the parables about the kingdom. That sort of thing 
would be fun to study, maybe in your small groups. You could look at 2 Peter 2 & 3. Some of the less fun stuff to study in 
this would be the kingdom as regards dispensationalism and covenant theology. That gets into the less fun range. Then, 
the super not fun range would be studying the actual judgment implications of the last half of this. That would be a 
heavy study to do. But we are going to take a bird’s eye view. 

So, one of Luke’s favorite things to do, and he has been doing this since chapter 15, all through chapters 16 and 
17 thus far, is he tells two sides of a conversation. He says, “To the Pharisees Jesus said…” and then “To the disciples 
Jesus said….” He is giving two sides of one truth to two different crowds. He is swapping back and forth from the 
Pharisees to the disciples, to the Pharisees and then to the disciples. He is doing that in this conversation, too. For one 
topic he is giving two sides of it. 

Jumping in, verse 20. 
 

“Being asked of the Pharisees when….” 
 
Now, remember the mindset they had come with; all these things had to happen. 
 

“When the kingdom of God would come, He answered them, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming 
in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of 
God is in the midst of you.’” 
 
So, the question is, were the Pharisees trying to trap Jesus again with this question or were they being sincere? I 

don’t know. It doesn’t really say. I think they were probably being more sincere because the text will usually give us a 
head’s up with something like, “They said this to trap Him.” I think they are being sincere. In hindsight, it’s a little bit 
funny in that they are saying, “So, when is the kingdom going to come.” Because, if you know, when Jesus came the first 
time, a choir of angels split the night sky and said, “The Messiah is here! He’s been born to a girl who has never had sex 
before. He’s in a manger.” Then, Jesus walked around doing all these miracles and raising the dead. Clearly, the King of 
the kingdom is among them, and they are like, “So, when is the kingdom going to happen?” Really? But they have these 
signs they are hung up on. They think it has to happen like this, and this, and this. They have their measurables. Rome 
has to be out. People have to be observing the Torah. They are looking for a kingdom that is, number one, in the future. 
They are also looking for a kingdom that is, number two, observable. It’s predictable. They can tell when it’s going to 
happen. And number three is probably that they are looking for a kingdom that fits their expectations. It is supposed to 
fall in line. But Jesus kind of swaps it up on them and says, “The kingdom of God isn’t coming in ways that you can 
observe. You are not going to know. Nor will people say, “Look! Here it is!” or “There it is!” What He is saying is for them 
to not exhaust themselves looking for these signs. 

Now, I will pause and say that this is applicable to us to, because how many times have you heard things like, “I’ll 
tell you what—that guy is the Antichrist.” Seriously, I would love to know how many people have been accused of being 
the Antichrist. How many presidents or presidents-elect have been accused, “Hey, he’s the Antichrist”? This is a rabbit 
hole I dug through this week. It was predictions of the world ending. There are billions. There are so many, especially 
starting in about 1980. People started getting crazy about predictions of the world ending. From 1980 to 1988 there 
were so many, and they started getting really crazy around Y2K. They’d say, “The world is going to end,” and when it 
didn’t they’d keep revising it. People get so bent out of shape around things when we have no idea what’s going to 
happen. We don’t know exactly what’s going to happen in the end. We don’t. But, for whatever reason, people are 
passionately opinionated about the end times—violently opinionated about the end times. 

Jesus was saying to these guys—not particularly to us, although I think there’s a warning in there—the kingdom 
of God is not coming in ways that can be observed. People aren’t going to be able to say, “Look, here it is!” or “Look, 
there it is!” We are supposed to understand the times and Luke tells us that in chapter 21 and chapter 12, but that 
doesn’t mean to predict the future. Jesus had shown them understandable signs to understand the times but these guys 



wanted certainty and security of predicting the future. So many people are violently opinionated about something that 
hasn’t happened yet. I’ll just say to you, church, don’t do that. Don’t be dividing the body up over something that most 
likely everybody is going to get wrong. To be real, who got the first coming right? Zero. Who is going to get the second 
coming right? Probably zero. So, let’s don’t get real bent out of shape and violently opinionated about it because we just 
don’t know, but what we do know is that the kingdom is here already, in a sense. Because He goes on and says, 

 
“Behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.” 

 
Jesus is pivoting their question from a future question to a present question. They are asking, “When is the 

kingdom going to come,” and He’s like, “It’s here. It’s done. It’s right now.” 
So, people ask the question, and this is where you can get off on a lot of different rabbit trails, and they will say 

that this is all there is to the kingdom. They will say that Heaven and Hell are realities right here because the kingdom is 
here. That is wrong. That’s false. I’ve heard some teachers, like Rob Bell for a while, and some other guys, say things like, 
“You know what? Hell is when you’re having a bad day. That’s a bit of Hell here on Earth. Hell is when you’ve been 
mistreated. Hell is when somebody has been molested. That’s a little slice of Hell and that’s how we experience Hell. 
And Heaven is when people treat each other right. This is the kingdom; it’s here on Earth.” No. No, because there’s a not 
yet aspect to the kingdom. There’s another thought that people would say that the kingdom is here but it’s inside of 
everyone, like the force. It’s in everybody, and everybody is the kingdom, and the kingdom is everybody. That sounds 
awesome but how does it work out in reality? It can’t work out like that. The third thing is just the simple meaning that 
the kingdom of God is in the midst of you. That’s the answer that my kids gave. Who is in the midst of them? Jesus. Jesus 
is right there with them. Now, the word literally means ‘within you.’ The kingdom is within you. So, obviously, as He’s 
talking to the Pharisees, He’s not saying that the Spirit of God and the kingdom of God is inside of you, so we see that 
the word can also mean ‘in the midst of you.’ We know that’s the usage here because of who He is talking to. The 
kingdom is in the midst of them, it’s right there in front of them, and it’s interacting with them. It’s Jesus himself. He’s 
saying to look for the kingdom, and all throughout the Scripture, and even in Luke, He has pointed out that, “I’m the 
kingdom. The kingdom has come and it is me.” In Luke 11:20, he says it is in Jesus’ actions. In Matthew 13, it’s here in 
Jesus’ teaching.  The bottom line to the Pharisees is that he is telling them, “The kingdom is not going to be like you 
think, way off in the future, and observable, and predictable. It’s right here, and it’s right now, and it’s me.” That’s His 
teaching to the Pharisees. 

Now, remember how Jesus has been teaching half of a truth to the Pharisees and then, to the disciples, teaching 
this other half.  In verse 22, He’s been teaching the Pharisees and now He turns to the disciples. 

 
“And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of 

the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not 
go out or follow them. 24 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so 
will the Son of Man be in his day.” 
 
Jesus turns from the Pharisees, where He said, “Don’t look for signs. It’s right here and right now,” and He turns 

to the disciples and says something that sounds contradictory, and says that there are going to be signs and they are 
going to be in the future. He just said that it’s here and now and there won’t be any signs and now He says that there are 
signs. What is He saying? It’s important to look into the actual words that He’s saying. I think that what He’s doing is He 
is using the words here as a hinge from talking about the present and He’s hinging it back to the future. He took the 
Pharisees view and hinged it from the future back to the present. I think here He is going to use His words and hinge it 
right back out to the future. The way He does it is He says to the disciples, “The days are coming,” and the days are 
plural, “when you will want to see one of the days of the Son of Man,” and the days are still plural. Since He’s using that 
in a plural way, and this might be splitting hairs just a little bit, He’s using the ‘days of the Son of Man’ to mean, “When 
I’m walking around on Earth with you.’ You will want to see these days again; the days you are sharing with me. All the 
days of the Son of Man, you will wish for again but you won’t see that again.” He’s talking about the future. He’s talked 
about already and now he’s talking about not yet. We know that they get the not yet part because later on, in Luke 19, 
He starts to go to Jerusalem and they are like, “Oh, it’s game time. Let’s go. It’s time to set up the kingdom,” and He has 
to tell them, “No, for real, it’s not yet. It’s off in the future.” They get the part that the kingdom is here right now but the 
not yet is the difficult part.  



Back to verse 22. He’s talking about the days of the Son of Man. I think that what He is really saying is, “You are 
going to wish that you had these days back. You are going to wish that you had these days when you were walking 
around with me. You are going to wish that you had these days of the Son of Man back, but you won’t see them. Now, 
He is turning it to the future and He says, 

 
“And people will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them.” 

 
After that, it says, 
 

“For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of 
Man be in his day.” 
 
‘Day’ is singular. There is a difference between the ‘days’ of the Son of Man, while Jesus is walking on the Earth, 

and the ‘day,’ the day of the Lord that is mentioned so many times in the Scripture. “The day of the Lord…the Day of the 
Lord…the day of the Son of Man, the day of Christ…on that day”…the Scripture mentions over and over “the Day,” the 
one day. That day is coming in the future; these days of the Son of Man are in our present. I hope that makes sense 
because this is where Jesus is turning the conversation and He’s saying, “You will wish you had these days again but in 
the future, people will say that it’s the day, the final day of the Son of Man, but don’t go out and follow them. Don’t 
look.” 

Pause. Look at verse 22, 
 

“The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will 
not see it.” 
 
Some people are saying that Jesus is talking about the end day and He’s proving that all the disciples are going to 

be dead on that day. I don’t think He’s saying that because of what He says next. I don’t think He’s saying that at all. It 
says, 

 
“23 And they will say to you, ‘Look, there!’ or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them.” 

 
Clearly, He is talking about the future. Here’s the deal. It is not going to be a secret when Jesus comes back. 

Jesus is not going to come to some dark corner, to some small town, like to a dark manger once again. He’s not going to 
appear to a powerful, secret society. He says, “Don’t go out and follow people who say, ‘Look, I’ve got Jesus over here.’” 
Thank you, Jesus, for saying this, because how many money-making imposters would have sprung up if Jesus didn’t say 
this? They’d be like, “We have Jesus over here. We’re just keeping Him in a bunker.” How many of those would we have 
gotten if Jesus hadn’t said this? So many. Jesus is saying here, “Don’t go out and follow those folks because everybody 
will know when I come.” 

 
“For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of 

Man be in his day.” 
 
This is a sign. You will know when the kingdom comes. Now, it doesn’t say it’s literal lightning. We’ve all been in 

lightning and what Jesus is saying is that everybody knows when it’s lightning outside. If you are in close proximity to it, 
you know it. 

When I was twenty-three, we did a wilderness semester and we went out to Wyoming and it was awesome. I 
actually turned twenty-three during that semester and on my birthday, in September, we were walking and we went 
over this really high pass. I forget but it was nine or ten thousand feet in elevation. There were no trees because we 
were above the tree line. The leader was saying, “It’s getting pretty dark so let me give you some lightning instructions.” 
So, they told everybody the lightning instructions, which are if it starts lightning and it’s closer than a mile—so if you 
count to five between the flash and the boom—then what you need to do is you need to get the heck out of your tent, 
grab your sleeping pad, fold it up, and you need to crouch down on it, put your heels together, put your knees together, 
and bend over, and spread out. That’s the lightning position. The theory is that the charge from the sky and the charge 
from the ground have to meet like that, so that if you are insulated from the ground that you can’t get a charge from the 



ground. Who knows? No one has ever been struck in this position to actually test it and hopefully they won’t. The theory 
is that if it does hit the ground charge, and that if you have your knees together—that’s the key—that it would go from 
your foot up this knee, and arc over to this knee, and go back down, rather than going to your heart and stopping it. I 
don’t know. All I know was that we heard these instructions and we were like, “Whatever.” Everybody went to sleep 
saying what everybody in this room would say, “If it starts lightning I’m going to roll over and go back to sleep. I’m not 
going to go out there and crouch down on a pad in the pouring rain.” Until about three in the morning. Man, I did not 
see it coming. I’m a heavy sleeper and all of a sudden there was bright light and no time between flash and bang. It was 
like bam!, and everyone woke to attention out of a dead sleep. People were tearing out of their sleeping bags and out of 
the tent to get out of there. There was no mistaking it at that point. No low rumbling off in the distance where you might 
wonder if it was lighting or if it was close enough. It was powerful enough to be like, “I’m getting out!!” So, I sprinted 
over with my pad folded up. It was freezing outside and I had a rain jacket and no shirt on. I was squatting there 
shivering in the freezing rain with my head bowed over and I realized it was past midnight, and I thought, “It’s my 
birthday.” Then, it started hailing and I sat there going, “Happy Birthday to me…” It was one of the most memorable 
birthdays I ever had. It was really awesome. 

For us, with the lightning there was no mistaking if it was lightning, or not, or if it was close, or not. Every 
person, no matter what they thought before was like, “I’m leaving. I’m outta here. I’m in danger.” This verse is saying 
that the sign is coming. You are not going to have to look and people are whispering, “Look over here. I’ve got Jesus. For 
twenty bucks I’ll show you.” It’s not going to be some secret thing and He’s off somewhere hiding in some mountain. It’s 
going to be like lightning and everybody will know. This isn’t local lightning. It’s going to be sudden, it’s going to be 
unexpected, it’s going to be powerful, and it’s going to be something that everybody sees and knows. Imagine an event 
so powerful that everybody in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the Americas instantly know, “Jesus just came back.” How 
sudden, and powerful, and unexpected is that going to be? It’s going to be huge.  

 
“For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of 

Man be in his day.” 
 
You don’t need someone saying, “Look here, look there.” You will know. It will happen in the future and you will 

all know.  
All of this can be confusing, right? Because in Matthew 3, 4, and 10, in Luke 10, in Mark 1, and right here in Luke 

17 it says, “The kingdom is here.” Then, in Luke 17, and 19, and a bunch of other texts, it says, “The kingdom is future.” 
Okay, then to the Pharisees, He says, 

 
“The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed.” 

 
Then, to the disciples, He says, “You are going to observe it. Everybody is going to observe it. It’s going to be like 

lightning.” To the Pharisees, He says that the kingdom is here, and to the disciples He says that the kingdom is coming. 
What’s the deal? Jesus isn’t crazy and He isn’t contradictory. It’s both. It’s already and it’s not yet. It’s like a lot of things. 
It’s like Philippians 2 and Jesus’ humiliation. Jesus is here and Jesus is present. Jesus is here so don’t look around for a 
military sign or a star sign. The kingdom came as a baby and it’s a present thing. The kingdom is, to the believers, inside 
you and around you; not like a “Force” kind of way. Everything isn’t the kingdom, but the kingdom is among you because 
Jesus is among you. The kingdom is inside you if Jesus is inside you. The kingdom is now. But, on the other hand, in 
Philippians 2, after Jesus is humbled, He is exalted in a future day. Jesus is coming in the future and everybody will know. 
When He comes in power in His day it will be obvious, it will be sudden, it will be unexpected, and it will be powerful as 
lightning. The King of the kingdom is coming. 

Cyril of Alexandria says this, 
 
“At the end time of the world, he will not descend from Heaven obscurely or secretly, but with godlike glory.” 
 
I like that quote, 
 
“At the end time of the world, he will not descend from Heaven obscurely or secretly, but with godlike glory.” 
 
All will see and all will know. It’s going to be a good day for some and a bad day for others.  



 
Verse 25. I love that He packs this verse in here. It’s for the disciples and it’s for us. 
 

“But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.” 
 
This is the second time that He’s given the disciples a pretty explicit, “I’m going to suffer and die,” and they’ve 

been like, “What?” Two chapters later, Jesus gets super explicit and He’s like, “Look, I’m going to Jerusalem. They are 
going to turn me over to the chief priests, and they are going to mock me, and spit on me, and flog me, and kill me, and 
then in three days I’m going to rise again.” Then, it says that they said, “What?” They didn’t know what He was talking 
about. He is getting explicit with how it’s going to go down and how the Messiah is going to do this, and they didn’t get 
it. So, Jesus is addressing two audiences here. To the disciples, He says, “What happens first is not a hiccup in my plan—
it is the plan. So that you don’t get worried and think that the kingdom isn’t going to happen when I die, know that is 
part of the plan. That’s integral to the plan. I have to die for your sins and I have to rise again. That’s part of the plan.” 
But first, they are going to remember this statement when He is talking about the future kingdom; the kingdom has to 
go through the cross. They will remember this, 

 
“But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.” 

 
The cross and the empty tomb were not hiccups or interruptions to the plan; they were the plan. The second 

audience that this is tucked in here for is us. I think it’s tucked in here because it’s talking about the future and Jesus 
coming back, and remember that the disciples were super confused when Jesus said, “I’m going to die like this.” They 
were like, “What?” I think it tucks it in here for us because we have all these hints laid out in Scripture and we will think, 
“Ah, man, I’ve got it figured out,” but when Jesus comes back we are going to be like, “Ohhh, that was the seven bowls? 
Shoot, I get it now.” We give the disciples a lot of flak and we are like, “You guys are idiots. He’s saying He’s going to be 
spit on and flogged. How can you not get that?” But in a thousand years all of us are going to be like, “Man, we are 
idiots. Remember when we thought it was Obama? Remember when we thought it was Donald Trump? Look, right there 
it says…” We will know the truth then. I think it’s tucked in here to tell us not to get bent out of shape about the future 
stuff. Remember how the disciples didn’t understand the first coming? You aren’t going to get the second coming right. 
So, while you are reading about the second coming, pause, because you aren’t going to get it right, but it is coming. Be 
ready. I love that little interruption in there. 

So, what comes next are two Old Testament examples to tell us what it’s going to be like on the day when Jesus 
comes back. What’s it going to be like on the day when Jesus comes back? The first example is in the days of Noah and 
the second one is in the days of Lot. These are to describe the day of the Son of Man.  

Verse 26, 
 

“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man.” 
 
So, if you want to know what the second coming is going to be like, look to the Old Testament examples. 
 
Verse 27, 
 

“They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when 
Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.” 
 
When we think about the flood, because the story of Noah’s ark has animals in it, it’s easy to see this as a 

children’s story. We see Noah’s ark in kids’ bedroom, embroidered on girls’ denim jumpers, and we think that Noah’s ark 
is just a cutesy thing, but Noah’s ark is one of the most terrifying stories in the Bible. It’s a story where every person on 
the planet, except the eight in the ark, died. It is a terrifying story and we need to keep that context in mind. I love the 
picture Bible I had when I was a kid. My kids have it now. In the background of the picture, way back on the back waves, 
is Noah’s ark. In the foreground are the people who were being judged. People are clawing up rocks and pushing their 
babies up onto the rocks. It’s a terrifying scene of people clawing their way over each other. There’s a hand here and an 
arm there. It’s a terrifying scene of judgment, and if it sounds bleak, it should, because it’s God’s judgment. 



When He says what it’s going to be like on that day, I don’t think he’s focusing on the sinfulness of that day. 
What He’s focusing on is the normality of that day. What’s it going to be like on that day? It’s going to be kind of like 
today. People eating, people drinking, people getting married—that carried on right up until Noah went into the ark. 
Then the rain started and that’s when everybody got real. Noah was building an ark and everybody brushed it off—until 
the rain started. Then things got real. Everything was normal. Verse 28, 

 
“Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, 

planting and building….” 
 
Just like we do today. How much of that have you done today, this week, this month? 
 

“But on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and 
destroyed them all— 30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.” 
 
Do you want to know what it’s going to be like on the day when Jesus comes back? It’s going to be a lot like 

today. It’s going to interrupt the norm. People are going to wake up and go to work that day. People will cut their grass 
that day. People will cook meals that day. People will sin, people will love, maybe people will text, maybe that will be 
done by then, but life will carry on just like the day before, and just like the day before, and then the end. And when the 
King arrives it will be as obvious and as powerful as lightning. 

So, what’s the point in telling these two stories? He could have just said the sentence, “Things are going to be 
normal and then I’m going to come back.” What’s the point in telling these two stories? What’s the common theme in 
these two stories? I think there are two. Number one, there is judgment in these stories. There is terrible judgment in 
these stories. The Genesis 19 passage and the passage on the flood are two of the most terrible chapters in the Bible. 
They are full of judgment and lots of people died in these stories. They are judged by God and punished. The second 
theme is that some people were not judged. Some escaped. Some normal people in the same societies escaped the 
judgment. So, I think that one point of this is to be ready, be prepared. 

Time out for a second. Obviously, we know that salvation is not by works. We know that our readiness is not by 
works. We went through the Five Solas of the Reformation, saying, “You can’t save yourself. You can’t keep yourself 
saved. You didn’t get yourself saved.” So, when I say “be ready,” know that Christ is readying you. Listen to this. Be 
ready. Be prepared. Lift your eyes from eating and drinking and working. On a scale of 1-10, how preoccupied are you 
with daily life? Think about it—on a scale of 1-10, how preoccupied are you with just the day to day? Now, there’s 
nothing wrong with that, because we have to work, we have to buy, we have to cook, and we have to sell. You couldn’t 
stop doing these things, but this needs to stop being what life is all about. We will still be eating and drinking but life 
won’t be just about eating and drinking; it will be looking forward to the kingdom, that already/not yet upside down 
kingdom. Obviously, this doesn’t all depend on us. We talked about that in the Five Solas. 

He goes on in verse 31. 
 

“On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to 
take them away, and likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back.” 
 
I want to be clear about this, what He is saying is that there won’t be time to tidy up things. There won’t be time 

for last things to be said or to be done. There won’t be a chance to prep or get right once the rain starts. Once the rain 
starts, it’s done. This isn’t an argument against daily activity, though. It’s not saying to not work and only read your Bible. 
That’s impossible. That’s not it. It’s not an argument against work, or possessions, or eating, or drinking. It’s a values 
argument, which we will see in a second. It’s a readiness argument. It’s an importance argument. It’s a heart issue.  

David Gooding says this, 
 

“Some people are so taken up with material things, that Christ thinks it necessary to warn them 
that on the very day in which he will be revealed to execute the wrath of God on evil centres and 
conglomerations of human iniquity, they will be tempted to go back into the house or city to get their 
favourite possessions because they cannot imagine life without them. For the sake of things they will lose 
life itself.” 
 



Isn’t that crazy? Jesus thinks it necessary to remind them that on that day of wrath they will want to run back 
into their house to get their phones or whatever it is. They want to go back in to get that thing. For the sake of things 
they will lose life itself.  

Verse 32 is one of the shortest verses in the Bible. He just says, 
 

“Remember Lot’s wife.” 
 
That’s it. Do you remember Lot’s wife? I had to go back and read it. I don’t know if we have time to read the 

whole story. Read Genesis 19. We will read the end of it but you should read the beginning because it describes the 
sinfulness in Sodom. There are two angels that come to Lot in his house and they protect him from some of the men of 
the city. Then, in verse 12, God is about to destroy the city and the angels turn to Lot and say, 

 
“Have you anyone else here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you have in the city, bring 

them out of the place. 13 For we are about to destroy this place, because the outcry against its people has 
become great before the Lord, and the Lord has sent us to destroy it. So Lot went out and said to his 
sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, ‘Up! Get out of this place, for the Lord is about to destroy 
the city.’ But he seemed to his sons-in-law to be jesting.” 
 
Lot was like, “Ha, that was a good one.” 
 

“As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, ‘Up! Take your wife and your two daughters 
who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.’ 16 But he lingered. So the men seized 
him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him.” 
 
How about that? The angels are saying, “Come on, come on, this city is going to be destroyed.” Lot warns his 

sons that the city is going to be destroyed and then the angels say, “It’s go time,” and Lot is lingering. What is he doing? 
By the mercy of God, the angels grab him, and his wife, and daughters, and take them forcefully out of the city. Thank 
God. That’s what He did for us. We weren’t looking for Him. He came and seized us, grabbed us, and took us from 
destruction. Praise the Lord! 

Go back to Genesis 19 real quick. 
 

“But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord 
being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city. 17 And as they brought 
them out, one said, “Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the 
hills, lest you be swept away.” 18 And Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords. 19 Behold, your servant has 
found favor in your sight, and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to 
the hills, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. 20 Behold, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a 
little one. Let me escape there—is it not a little one?—and my life will be saved!” 21 He said to him, 
“Behold, I grant you this favor also, that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. 22 Escape 
there quickly, for I can do nothing till you arrive there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 

23 The sun had risen on the earth when Lot came to Zoar. 24 Then the Lord rained on Sodom and 
Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the Lord out of heaven. 25 And he overthrew those cities, and all the valley, 
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26 But Lot's wife, behind him, looked 
back, and she became a pillar of salt. 

And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the Lord. 28 And 
he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, 
behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace.” 
 
Jesus says to remember that story. Remember Lot’s wife. She looked back. This is a values argument. It’s a 

readiness argument. It’s an importance argument. 
Ryken points out, 
 

““It was not so much because of where she looked, but because of what she loved.” 



 
John Greene says, 
 
“It’s a warning against similarly misplaced values.” 
 
It reminds us of Luke 9:61-62, 
 

“Yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 
Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
Luke 17:33, He goes on, 
 

“Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will keep it.” 
 
This is a ‘don’t look back’ verse. You can’t love God and the world. This self-love and self-preservation turns into 

self-destruction. In verse 34, He says, 
 

“I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the other left. 35 There 
will be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the other left.” 
 
No special deals. There is no friends and family clause. Every person goes along either carrying your own 

righteousness or Christ’s. You carry either your own righteousness, which is terrible, or Christ’s. So, some people ask, 
“Do you want to be the guy that’s taken or the guy who is left behind?” Some people say that in 1 Thessalonians 4 that it 
sounds like you want to be the one who is taken, not the one who is left behind. Some people say that it sounds more 
like the one who is left behind because the one who is taken is taken off to judgment. Does it matter? Not really. Here, I 
think what He is saying is that the ones who are taken are saved, because He gives the context that all the world is going 
to be destroyed and Noah is taken into the ark and saved. All the city is going to be destroyed and Lot is taken out of the 
city. I think He is saying that destruction is coming and Jesus is coming to take the one in the field, to take the one in the 
bed, to take the one that’s working. It doesn’t matter. Be ready—that’s the point. If your faith is in Christ you’ll be ready. 
If your hope is in Jesus you will be ready because, as we talked about the last six weeks, if your faith is in Christ, not in 
your works, you will be spared. If not, you will be judged on that day. Every person you meet will be divided, either after 
death or after Christ comes. The future is unknown, unpredictable, and uncertain, so be ready. 

Verse 37, 
 
“And they said to Him, ‘Where?’,” which I think is hilarious. Because they knew they couldn’t ask “when.” He 

just spent the whole last bit answering the ‘when’ question, so they ask where. It’s hilarious, but it’s kind of legit, 
because He just told them of Lot and that was in a specific city. They want to know where it’s going to happen, and I 
think the disciples had the same kind of sense of dread that maybe you and I have when we read this. Judgment is 
coming. They are asking where the judgment is going to come. They just heard these stories of judgment and I imagine 
in their minds that they have these images of Noah, and the boat, and the people clawing at the boat, and bodies 
floating in the water beside them. There is this scene of judgment when some are saved. I’m imagining the story of Lot 
when the city is burned completely to the ground, and Lot’s wife is a pillar of salt, and there are just a few who are 
escaping. They are wondering where this judgment will happen, and Jesus says, 

 
“Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” 

 
They ask where the judgment will happen and He says, “You’ll see.” That’s intense. Some people read the verse 

a little differently and they say that where there are spiritually dead men that is where the judgment will happen. Either 
way, whether He’s speaking of the front end or the back end, there will be blood. It’s an intense portion of Scripture 
here. It’s an intense passage. 

I’ll say this; we are not hellfire and brimstone preachers at Red Oak, even though we just talked about hellfire 
and brimstone. But we don’t use scare tactics, because they don’t work. Somebody gets scared in the moment but it 
doesn’t produce life change unless the Spirit is in it. We are not saying this for scare tactics or emotional appeals. Those 



don’t work either. So, let me just use these verses to give a warning and then give some hope. I think that’s where we 
are at. The coming of the kingdom is here and it’s future. There is a warning for some and there’s hope for others. 
There’s hope for all right now; all that are alive. So, the warning is, what are you going to do with Jesus’ words here? 
Judgment is coming and win will be punished. We want that. We want sin to be punished, in a sense, but the reality is 
that either we stand on our own merit and we are punished, or we stand on Christ’s merit, we accept His sacrifice, we 
repent, we turn to Jesus, and then we are saved—and the second coming is so hopeful for those that are saved. The 
warning is, what are you going to do with Jesus’ words? Judgment is coming. The hope is all throughout this as well. The 
hope, as He says in Luke 19 two chapters later, “The Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” That’s hope. When 
is the kingdom? It’s right now. It’s offered to you today. That’s awesome. The door to the Ark is open. The angels are still 
urging. Today is the day of salvation. The Son of Man came to look for and save you, the lost, if you are lost. There is 
hope. Just like the Lord was merciful to Lot and grabbed him by the arm and took him out of the path of destruction, He 
will do that for us if we turn to Him. He is merciful. 

We sang that song at the beginning, “Our sins, they are many. His mercy is more.” That is true. Our sins, they are 
many, so many. How many this week? Too many. His mercy is more. That is good news. The kingdom of God, the coming 
of the kingdom, is good news to those who are being saved. It’s good news of the good kingdom. 

Romans 3 says this, 
 

“All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified,” (made right, declared 
righteous, not guilty) “by His grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God 
put forward as a propitiation by His blood to be receive by faith.”  
 
Hopefully, six weeks of sermons are going through your head and you are thinking about being saved by grace 

through faith. 
 

“This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 
former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 
 
God is just because He punishes sin, but He’s the justifier, He is merciful, in that He punishes Jesus for our sin. 

That is mercy that’s available to you and to me. Jesus began His ministry with these words, so I’ll close the sermon with 
these words. Mark 1:14-15, 

 
“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 

saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Jesus,	thank	you	for	your	Word.	Thank	you	for	this	warning	from	your	Word.	Thank	you	for	the	hope	of	the	

second	coming.	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	have	urgency	as	we	share	with	those	around	us.	I	pray	that	
we	would	examine	our	own	lives	and	hearts	and	that	we	would	look	forward	to	the	good	news	of	the	good	
kingdom.	God,	I	thank	you	that	it	is	already	and	that	we	are	already	enjoying	the	benefits	of	the	kingdom,	but	that	it	
is	also	not	yet	and	that	there	is	more	good	to	come.	I	pray	that	the	bad	news	of	the	coming,	in	a	sense,	would	
motivate	us	to	share	with	others.	We	love	you,	Lord	Jesus.	In	your	name	we	pray.	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
It’s been an awesome night. Let me read this and this will be our benediction from 1 Thessalonians 5, 
 

“And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be 
patient with them all. 15 See that no one repays anyone evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one 
another and to everyone. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 
21 but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 



23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he 
will surely do it.” 
 
I love you, church.
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In the two parables we are going to look at tonight, one of the things that’s very helpful is that Jesus tells us why 

He’s telling the parables. So, we know right up front the lesson that Jesus wants us to learn. It’s going to be super 
practical, attainable, and simple. If you’re new to Christianity or if you are not even a Christian; if you are checking it out 
and you are visiting, either way, this is going to be very practical and biblical instruction. The third part of this is not a 
parable but it’s an actual story and it just laces seamlessly in with these two parables. What we are going to learn 
tonight is really what it looks like to live out the Christian life in humility and submission to God and in continued 
faithfulness in our lives. So, we want to humble ourselves before the Lord and be continually faithful to Him, worship 
Him, pursue Him, and obey Him, and these are the lessons that we are going to learn. 

So, Luke 18. Each of these is probably fairly familiar to us. 
 

“And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.” 
 
In the very first verse, Jesus tells us why He’s telling us this parable. This is really helpful for all of us. He’s saying, 

“I’m going to tell you a story and here’s why I’m going to tell you this story. Because I don’t want you to lose heart in the 
Christian life. You are going to get discouraged at times, you are going to be sad at times, you are going to be frustrated 
at times, you are going to be riddled with self-guilt at times.” 

So, here’s what a normal day in the life of a Christian might look like. You can pick a day and all of us have 
experienced these things. Self-guilt—beating ourselves up over things we’ve done, places we’ve been, decisions we’ve 
made, things that we can no longer do anything about except give them over to the Lord. When you are riddled with 
self-guilt and sort of drowning in it, which can sometimes lead to self-pity and can sometimes completely immobilize us 
so that we are no longer living a practical, active Christian life, and we are just kind of dead in our tracks; what Jesus 
would say is, “Don’t lose heart.” The Christian life requires heart. 

You know what I mean when I say ‘heart.’ The Scripture will say, “Take heart.” When we are talking about an 
athlete we might say, “He has a lot of heart. He broke his leg and still finished the marathon.” It takes a lot of heart to 
run a marathon on a single leg. We talk about heart in battle. A soldier can exhibit a lot of heart in the face of adversity. 
He can be shot up, banged up, and keep on fighting. 

Last week, I was talking to a guy I know and we were talking about a mutual friend who was a grandfather to 
three little granddaughters. He had them for the weekend a couple of weeks ago because the mom and dad had come 
here to a marriage retreat. His pastor said, “I was excited to see that grandpa had all three of those little girls at church, 
clean, on time, and dressed.” I thought that guy has a lot of heart. For a seventy-year-old grandpa to get three little 
girls—five, three, and one—to church by himself, we might say that he has a lot of heart. We might use that when we 
are teaching young people how to act with good character and integrity. 

Jesus said to take heart. When you are riddled with self-guilt, take heart. Remember the blood of Jesus. 
Remember the forgiveness. When we take communion and we remember the blood of Jesus that was shed for us, we 
remember the body of Jesus that was broken for us, so that we might take heart. Jesus would tell us to take heart when 
we’ve gone through tragedy. Maybe it’s the physical, earthly loss of a loved one. Maybe it’s the literal brokenness of a 
relationship. Maybe you’ve gone through divorce, or the death of a loved one, or you’ve gone through a difficult 
situation at work where you’ve lost your job. Jesus would say, “Don’t lose heart.” If we were going to reword that, He 
says, “Always pray—never lose heart.” There’s an ‘always’ that creates a ‘never.’ If we are always praying then we are 
never losing heart. When you are in prayer before the Lord, when you are in the presence of the Lord, when you are 
bringing your requests and your petitions before the Lord, and you are making your requests known to God, in that 
moment it is not possible to lose heart. Now, you may come into that conversation feeling like you don’t have the heart 
for the day, or the battle, or the situation, but when we are at the throne of Christ, at the throne of grace, at the feet of 
Jesus, we are invigorated spiritually. 

Have you ever had an experience where you are not doing well; maybe you are struggling, and maybe you are 
not spending time in the Word, or spending time in prayer, and then you go into a season and a time of prayer with the 
Lord, and you are working through these disciplines of prayer that you may have read about or we have talked about in 
the past, where you are confessing sin, offering up thanksgiving, exalting Jesus in praise, and praying prayers of 
intercession? One of the most gratifying things for me that breathes life into my spiritual lungs on a day-to-day basis is if 



I will be faithful to pray prayers of intercession. That means to pray for others. So, I’m praying for the Bonds and the 
situation they are in the middle of right now, or if I’m praying for the Clarks and their family, or if I’m praying for the 
Werths, or our missionaries overseas, or if I’m praying for my sons and daughters and the days of their lives, that they 
would follow Jesus and walk humbly and boldly, with the power that God has given them, before the world and in the 
world—if I’m praying those prayers of intercession, what I typically find when I come out of that season of prayer, is that 
I really feel strong in my faith. Prayer does that. 

So, Jesus would say “always pray.” If you are always praying then you are never going to be losing heart. He 
wants us to understand that so He’s going to tell us a story that is going to help us understand it. Now, there were 
religious people in that day that made a public show of prayer and we are going to see one of those in the next portion 
of Scripture. They would literally walk around with prayers hanging on their hats—symbols or trinkets that were like 
public shows of the fact that they were supposedly really pious or religious people who pray a lot. Jesus isn’t saying that 
we should go into the public square and pray. He’s going to address that in a minute—how we should pray. But what He 
is saying is that we should pray and we should pray always. The Bible will say things like “pray without ceasing,” “pray 
always,” “let your requests be known to God,” and “in everything pray with thanksgiving.” So, prayer is something that 
should be a consistent part of the Christian life. 

I remember years ago that I thought I needed to set aside a block of time, like an hour a day, to pray. I 
remember thinking, “I’m committed to this. I’m going to do this. I’m going to make it,” and I felt so unspiritual because I 
couldn’t get through but about five minutes of prayer until my ADHD would take over. I couldn’t do it no matter how I 
tried. I remember that my friend Muggs was doing it and I felt so guilty. Muggs would tell me about his prayer life and I’d 
say, “That sounds so awesome.” I would talk to him and I would be so blessed hearing him think about the things God 
was showing him. Then I thought, “Wait a minute! What if one person can pray for an hour straight but another person 
has to pray twelve times for five minutes?” Maybe that’s the way you are, or maybe you can pray for an hour straight. 
Jesus prayed all night. If we’re honest with ourselves, we ought to be able to pray. We ought to be able to hit our knees 
and pray hard, and pray long, and pray into the night and through the morning. But for a lot of us it’s hard. We live in a 
busy time, and things are running through your head, and you get distracted, and I have a hard time with it. So, “always 
pray” means that we should have a consistent pattern of prayer in our lives. 

Here’s what happens when I’m praying like that. It becomes conversational between me and God. Not 
disrespectful, not where I’m talking to God like He’s one of my home boys, not like I’m talking to God like He’s my 
girlfriend or boyfriend—I’m not losing the sacred nature of the relationship. In fact, in one of these parables we are 
going to see one of the characters doesn’t fear God. So, I’m going to pray in the fear of the Lord but I’m also going to 
pray with the confidence that He loves me like a father loves his child. God’s a loving daddy, man. He’s a righteous king 
but He’s a loving Father, so we can talk to Him all the time. 

If you are a parent of a child who has a good relationship with a parent or a child—some of you are grownups 
who never had good relationships with your parents—and you’ve ever had a solid conversation between parent and 
child, whether you are the child or you’re the parent—maybe you’re just driving down the road talking about life—it’s 
conversational. Sometimes it looks like that between me and God and other times I’m on my knees, or I’m grieving, or 
I’m weeping, or I’m pleading with the Lord. But the pattern that Jesus would have us to live out is a consistent pattern of 
prayer, and in doing that we won’t lose heart. 

Everybody in this room has lost heart at some point in your walk with Jesus. At some point in your faith walk 
you’ve lost heart. You didn’t maybe lose your faith but you lost heart. A dark moment, a dark season, a dark night, a 
season or a time when you felt like everything was collapsing and the walls were caving in, and in those moments Jesus 
would say to you, “Don’t lose heart,” and the way that He would motivate you to not lose heart is that He would say, 
“Talk to me. I’m going to listen to you.” It’s really important to feel like I have Someone’s ear who is above the situation 
and who empathizes and sympathizes with me in the situation as a sympathetic High Priest. So, He says we should 
always pray and never lose heart. 

 
“He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man.’” 
 
Jesus tells us about this guy and he was a bad judge. You want your judge to love justice and this judge doesn’t 

fear God. Do you want a judge that fears the Lord? Yeah. Let’s say you are going to go before a judge and you’re the 
victim of a crime. I listened to a news report this week about a murder that took place down in south Florida, 
somewhere around Miami. Three teens killed a fourth young man. They hacked and beat him to death with a machete 
and killed him. The problem was that he didn’t die. They left him for dead but he didn’t die, so the judge and attorneys 



were wrestling with whether they should charge him with assault and battery or attempted murder. Well, what would 
be the just thing? Attempted murder. Three people attacked a man and hacked him to pieces with a machete and 
literally ruined his life. So, we want a just judge if we are the family of that victim. But when people stand in front of 
judge what they want is mercy. The problem in our penal system and our system of law is that if I’m standing before a 
judge and I’m a victim, I want justice, but if I’m standing before a judge and I’ve done something wrong, I want leniency, 
and our system doesn’t really allow for that. But what if there was a system where someone had gone before us and 
paid the just penalty for all sin, so that we could stand before that judge, receive mercy and grace, but do so because 
justice had already been served? That’s what the Gospel does. 

So, in the story, the danger would be that we compare this judge to God the wrong way and we say that this 
judge is like God and we are learning about God. He is teaching us about God, but right out of the chute what we learn 
about this man is that he doesn’t fear God and he doesn’t respect or love people. So, he’s not like God at all. In fact, he’s 
going to be contrasted against God our Father. So, as we are being taught to always pray and not lose heart, this judge is 
going to teach us something about that. 

 
“And there was a widow in that city…” 

 
Here’s the second character in the story. We have the judge and now we have the widow. Just in the description 

of this guy, we picture him smoking stogies, and sipping bourbon, and sitting around the gentleman’s club, rubbing 
shoulders with the big wigs of society, rolling in the nicest car with the sweetest rims, or the nicest camel with the 
sweetest saddle, or whatever. He has a lot of donkeys, not just one. He has a lot of camels, not just one. He has a house 
by the sea and a house in the capital. Then, here’s a widow. We know, culturally, she would have most likely been a 
pretty poor soul. She would have been physically poor and fending for herself. We don’t know if she’s old or young but 
this is a big societal contrast. What we are going to see in these stories tonight are some major contrasts in personalities, 
and character, and status. So, we have the judge and we have this widow. 

 
“And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against 

my adversary.’” 
 
So she keeps coming every day and asking for justice. Somebody has been doing her wrong. 
 

“And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against 
my adversary.’ 4 For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor 
respect man, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat 
me down by her continual coming.’” 
 
By the way, the Greek word for “beat me down” literally means “beat me down.” It means to physically assault 

somebody. The judge is saying that this lady is crazy and he’s afraid she’s going to come across the bench and attack 
him. So, he’s like, “Okay, okay. I don’t fear God. I don’t care about you. I’m not doing this because I’m just, I’m doing this 
because you’re a nuisance and I want to get rid of you.” So, she is persistent, and consistent, and she’s constantly going 
to him. She won’t give up on her cause. 

 
“And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7 And will not God give justice to his 

elect, who cry to him day and night?’” 
 
Jesus is saying that if this judge got so annoyed with this woman that her persistence led to this judge answering 

her, how much more will your Father who loves you give ear to your prayers? What’s the reason for the parable? Always 
pray – never lose heart. What’s the lesson right here? When you pray, God actually listens to you. He listens to you—if—
IF—you are a child of God. God listens to one prayer from a sinner. When I say sinner, I mean an unregenerate, lost 
person. Listen to me. This is important. This is theology, Red Oak. God listens to one prayer from a lost, unregenerate 
sinner, and that is the prayer of repentance, confession, and surrender that leads to salvation. But in terms of relational 
conversation, it says in verse 7, “Will not God give justice to His elect?” Who are the elect? Saved people. People whom 
God has saved by the power of the Gospel. Those who are chosen, saved, redeemed—go through Ephesians 1—
adopted, chosen, saved. The grace of God is lavished. All those are things that are laid out in Ephesians 1 that describe 



the Christian. Those of us who are in Christ, those of us who have called on the name of the Lord and been saved, who 
cry to Him day and night—this is saying that He listens to you. He listens to you. 

So, always pray, never lose heart, and here’s some good news—when you pray, God is listening. God is listening. 
Have you ever been around a mom or a dad and the child is talking to them and the parent is ignoring them? Maybe 
they aren’t ignoring them on purpose. But have you ever been around a dad with a child, and the dad stops what he’s 
doing and gives ear to that child? Isn’t that a beautiful moment? That’s a beautiful moment. It’s a beautiful, powerful 
moment.  

I’ll never forget, as a young dad with a very small child, I remember that I was doing something and it was the 
first time I really got convicted about this. I remember that I realized that I had tuned out this sound right here, “Daddy? 
Daddy? Daddy?” I had tuned it out because I was hearing it all the time, “Daddy, can I have this? Daddy, can I get this?” I 
remember getting so broken and convicted over my sin that I went down onto my knees in my front yard. I still 
remember being in my front yard, right up here on McClelland Creek. I fell on my knees and I said, “God, don’t ever let 
me not hear those words. Don’t ever let them roll through one ear and out the other.” Because that’s not the way God 
listens to us. He hears us. Always pray—don’t lose heart. God’s listening to you when you pray, if you pray in Jesus’ 
name, because you’re a child of God. Because Jesus is the Son of God and through Christ we are made sons and 
daughters of God.  

 
“I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will 

he find faith on earth?” 
 
So, Jesus leaves us with a sort of challenge. Okay, when Christ comes, when Jesus returns, will He find us 

faithful? He’s kind of connecting this idea that praying, and persevering, and being persistent is not just a matter of help 
for me but it’s a matter of faithfulness to the Lord. So, I pray, and I don’t lose heart, and I persist. Over, and over, and 
over in the Bible, especially in Paul’s letters, you will hear him say, “Persevere…have patience…be patient…don’t give 
up.” These are imperatives or commands in Scripture whereby one of the things God would say to us is to pray always 
and don’t lose heart. So, this moves from an encouraging instruction to a command. If you want to be faithful in your 
life, pray, persist, don’t lose heart, don’t give up, plow forward, keep your hand to the plow, don’t look back, keep your 
eye on the prize—take your passage of Scripture that motivates you and just know that God is faithful, He’s on His 
throne, and He’s never going to give up on you, so He doesn’t expect us to ever give up on the faith that we profess. We 
want to be found faithful. 

Now, I want to give you some practical lessons on prayer; just some bullet points. Then, the next section we are 
going to read will walk us through the foundation for prayer. Okay, practical lessons for prayer: 

 
Just pray. Don’t overcomplicate it. Sometimes we feel like we have to use big words. Here’s an example. We 

have a lot of parents in the room. Let’s say you are getting in the car after church and your kids want ice cream from 
McDonald’s. They are good kids and they know that McDonald’s doesn’t offer us much in this life but it does offer 
phenomenal soft serve. So, your little seven-year-old comes up to you and says, “Dearest father, I beseech and implore 
you on the mercies of our relationship, and by the fact that both legally in the court of law and that I’m heir to the 
kingdom that you are creating on this Earth, and one day you will pass to me an inheritance; in this day and in this 
moment, Oh dearest father, I urge, and implore, and beseech you to taketh me for but a cone of ice cream from 
McDonald’s.” Have you ever heard someone pray like that and you thought, “What is this guy doing?” Do you ever talk 
to somebody on a day to day basis and then he stands up in church and you think, “What was that?” Don’t over-
complicate it. Now, we don’t want to be common with God and I don’t want to address Him like He’s under me, or I 
have Him on a leash, or I’m steering Him around, but He’s my daddy. He’s my Father. 

If you are driving down the road sometime, do this if you have young kids. This used to be one of my favorite 
things to do when my kids were little. Out of the blue, yell, “Who wants ice cream?!” “Ahhhhhhmeeeeeee!!!” It was like 
a drill we would do. Remember when Party Time was open in town and you could rent movies and get ice cream? It was 
a good place, man. That was an appropriately named business—Party Time! We would be cruising down Main Street 
and I’d yell, “Who wants to go to Party Time?!” I would say it with vigor. Kids would be beating on the roof of the car. 
Why? Because Party Time was a good trip, man. Those days are gone but it was a good trip. Now, we are back to 
McDonald’s soft serve. That’s a good gig, too. 

That’s an exciting relationship. Let’s communicate, and let’s talk, and let’s be real. Those conversations matter 
just as much as sitting on the edge of the bed and saying, “Let’s talk about the fact that your friends have said ugly 



things about you.” If you’ve parented through that, or if you’re a kid who is working through that right now, and you just 
want a daddy or a mama to say, “Let me hear what’s going on in your world,” know that God is that Father. He’s the ice 
cream daddy and He’s also the Father who will fix your broken heart when you are devastated by what this world is 
throwing at you. And He’s everything in between. He’s a Father who loves. He’s also a Father who disciplines. He’s a 
Father who disciplines and chastens His children. The Bible teaches that even that is a measure of His love. Just pray. 
Don’t over-complicate it. 

Think about what you are saying and mean it. Another practical lesson for prayer is to be honest. Be real. Be 
sincere. Don’t just say words that you’ve learned and repeat. Have you ever heard that or do you ever do that? Have you 
ever heard someone say the same thing over, and over, and over? You think, “I’ve heard this guy say this same prayer 
ninety-seven times.” Don’t do that. Is there anything wrong with teaching your kids those little memorized prayers? 
Nope, nothing wrong with them. Jesus gave us a prayer as a model prayer and we’ve all learned The Lord’s Prayer. Is 
there anything wrong with teaching your kids, “God is great, God is good”? Nope, nothing wrong with that. But teach 
them to legitimately pray to God. Talk to God. He’s your daddy. Because as much as that prayer is cute, if my kids sang 
the same song, “Daddy’s good, Daddy’s great, can we go get chocolate cake?,” – if they sang that ninety-seven times this 
week, that wouldn’t be fun anymore. Do you know what I’m saying? If they could make up a different song every time 
they wanted to ask me for something, that would be pretty cool. But if they are going to sing the same song every single 
time, you are going to be like, “No, no, no, we are not going to do the chocolate cake song again, baby.” So, I want to be 
real and I want to be honest. I don’t just want to say memorized things. Jesus even addresses that at one point. 

God already knows what’s on your heart but He wants to hear it from you. This is about intimacy. I’m not 
enlightening God with my prayers. Does He already know your thoughts? Yeah. Does He already know what’s on your 
heart? Yeah. Does He know your fears and what scares you? Yeah. Does He know what gives you joy and makes you 
happy? Yeah, He knows everything. Then why do I pray to Him? It’s about intimacy. It’s about sharing that moment, and 
growing in your relationship, and the humility that it requires for you to talk to God and ask Him for things.  

Pray according to God’s will. This is specific. I pray and ask God to do what is according to His will. That’s 
agreeing with God. This would be things like praying for God to give me strength to overcome addiction or strength to 
defeat a specific sin in my life. Do I know that’s God’s will for my life? Yeah. God is not tempted with evil and He doesn’t 
tempt any man. So, if there is sin, and evil, and temptation in my life that I’m succumbing to and giving into, do I know 
God’s will is for me to have victory over that? Yeah, so pray and ask Him to help you. “I need help, God. I can’t do this.” 
When I humble myself, He exalts me. He gives me victory. So, I pray according to His will. 

I need to pray things that are in God’s prevailing will. What’s God’s prevailing will? I’m praying for a lost loved 
one to come to faith in Jesus. The Bible teaches me that God doesn’t want people to die and go to Hell. In His prevailing 
will, praying for the lost is part of His plan for us but that person may not come to Jesus. Many of us have stood at the 
casket of a lost loved one who died without knowing the Lord. Praying for God’s prevailing will, in other words, is praying 
for things that may not be in God’s plan for us. This would be praying for things like health or like praying for the 
salvation of a friend. In order to pray persistently and not lose heart, this may be harder than it seems. Sometimes God 
holds off on answering prayers. His answer may be yes. His answer may be no. His answer may be not now. Have you 
ever heard that saying? “Sometimes He says ‘yes,’ sometimes He says ‘no,’ and sometimes He says ‘not now’”? 

Here are some reasons God may not immediately answer. As I pray according to God’s prevailing will, I may not 
get the answer I want or I may not get an answer at all. Here are some reasons He may not answer: He may be teaching 
me patience through this process. You may not get an answer; does that mean God is ignoring you? No. Everybody in 
this room who has been a Christian for more than a year or two, has prayed and heard nothing back. Sometimes we 
don’t get clarity on something and it is because God is teaching us patience. Another reason we may not get an 
immediate answer is to increase thanksgiving when I finally receive the blessing of an answered prayer. If you have ever 
prayed for years over a specific thing, or even just hours, you have labored in prayer and then God answers, there’s 
great joy and the thanksgiving that comes with that. Additionally, sometimes we may not receive an immediate answer 
because God has a greater blessing in store for me than the immediate answer to that prayer. Sometimes, something 
better is going to happen. Then, sometimes God doesn’t answer, or He doesn’t answer immediately, for reasons that 
God understands but for reasons that I can’t understand or I wouldn’t be able to understand. I don’t have the maturity, 
or the ability, or the capacity. So, that’s where it comes down to God is sovereign and there are times when I don’t have 
the authority to ask Him why He’s not answering me about something. 

Habakkuk does this to God. Habakkuk prays to God and asks Him to judge Israel. God says, “Alright, deal. I’m 
going to do it. Here’s what I’m going to do. I’m going to raise up this barbaric group of people called the Chaldeans. They 
are murdering, slaughtering savages. I’m going to send them down here and have them rape, murder, and pillage. They 



are going to drag the carcasses of people through the street. I’m going to judge my people through these Barbarians.” 
Then, Habakkuk is like, “Whoa, God. I just thought maybe you’d make it not rain for a couple of days or get really hot so 
that everyone was miserable. I wasn’t asking for a plague or a barbaric horde.” Do you know what God said to 
Habakkuk? This is a paraphrase of Habakkuk 2:20. “I’m in Heaven. I’m running the show. I know what is right and I know 
what is good. Sometimes you just need to be quiet, and listen, and obey.” Has God ever said that to you? Yeah. Is that a 
sarcastic and unloving thing for God to say? No, because God doesn’t sin. God is perfect. Sometimes we aren’t going to 
understand why He’s doing something or why He’s not doing something—we just trust. We trust and obey. We know 
that the pattern of how God treats His people is trustworthy. I can trust God in anything. As I pray and I don’t lose heart, 
I am learning that it is in humility that I must trust in God and in His provision for my life, and I need to pray, trusting that 
He’s the giver of my salvation and He will take care of me. 

Go to verse 9. This is the Pharisee and the tax collector. I love how Jesus will do this. He is going to take a 
parable and build a parable onto it. Do you ever do this? You tell a story within a story? If you are a storyteller then you 
know what I’m talking about. I do this all the time. 

 
“He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 

treated others with contempt.” 
 
We have a problem with these people. They think they are righteous. Well, the problem is that the Bible says 

that nobody is righteous except for Jesus. Not only are these people self-righteous but they treat other people with 
contempt. Let me tell you something, church. Self-righteous people always treat others with contempt. Those two go 
hand-in-hand. In fact, people who treat others with contempt are self-righteous. People who are self-righteous will treat 
others with contempt. What does it mean to treat others with contempt? What does that look like? They could be 
judgmental, condescending, or have an elitist mindset. This is where we need to really pause and think, “Am I like this?” 

I’ll give you a scenario. You are driving down Main Street in Andrews. You see one, or two, or three people, 
pushing bikes or riding bikes, and you know for a fact that they are addicts and alcoholics. Do you look at them with 
contempt? Do you take an elitist attitude when you see them? Take a self quiz. I’m not talking about complaining and 
venting openly. But in your heart, in your mind, is there a separation where you have a condescending attitude toward 
that person? Most of us would probably have to say, “Umm… yep.” What if they’re a different color? “I’m not racist!” If 
we look at someone in any light other than they are exactly like us—unrighteous apart from Christ, made righteous only 
through the work of Jesus. That’s the two categories. Social status, the money they make or don’t make, the trailer park 
or the house they live in—none of that matters. We are created in God’s image but we are unrighteous and broken 
because of Adam’s sin that we’ve inherited and because of our own actions that create a continuum of unrighteousness 
in our lives. We need Jesus. 

So, Jesus says that these people are self-righteous and they treat others with contempt. We need to compare 
ourselves to them and we need to learn from this. So, He tells a story, 

 
“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee…” 

 
He was a super religious dude. He was wealthy and religious and he kind of had his act together. 
 

“…the other a tax collector.”  
 
He was a bad dude. It’s like having a Supreme Court justice on one hand and a drug dealer on the other. That’s 

the best I can do. 
 

“The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.’” 
 
The gall of this guy. The Pharisee is like, “God, I thank you I’m not like this tax collector.” So, Jesus is pointing this 

Pharisee out. The Pharisee says, 
 

“I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.” 
 



Can you imagine being around this guy? Can you imagine going to dinner with this guy? Do you ever watch Brian 
Regan? Have you ever seen his bit on the Me Monster? If you get a chance you might want to YouTube that. Wait, I 
don’t know if it has bad words. I didn’t just endorse that but it’s funny.148 The premise is, have you ever been around 
that guy who won’t shut up about himself? Don’t be that guy. Especially when it comes to spiritual things. You know that 
guy is annoying when he’s talking about his high school baseball or football career? Amen? Nobody cares. Nobody cares 
who won the conference runner-up in the Christmas tournament at the 1993 county tournament in your town three 
states from here. Nobody here cares—nobody even cares there. Nobody cares. I couldn’t tell you who started in any 
sport at this high school in our town ten years ago. I don’t know. That’s annoying. How much more annoying is it if 
someone is self-righteous and has an attitude of self-righteousness. Jesus is warning us here. Don’t do that. He told this 
parable to some who were acting this way. They were treating people differently and acting self-righteous. So, we have 
to compare ourselves to the Pharisee. 

 
“But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his 

breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’” 
 
There’s a big contrast in the way these two guys are praying. He wouldn’t even come close to the sanctuary. 
 

“I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other.” 
 
In verse 14, right there, big word, circle it, underline it—justified. We just came through five weeks on the 

Reformation when we emphasized that salvation comes in Christ alone, by grace alone, through faith alone, on the 
authority of the Word of God alone, for the glory of God alone. One word that would sum all of that up for us, 
practically, is ‘justified.’ God makes you right. You don’t make you right. So, what we have here is the doctrine of 
justification whereby God declares us righteous based on what Jesus has done. God didn’t declare any of you righteous 
based on what you had done; He declared you righteous based on what Jesus did. You don’t have to save yourself; Jesus 
does it. Jesus does the work. But the first guy, the Pharisee, was like, “I’m saved based on my good works.”  

 
“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled.” 

 
Now, this is a constant biblical principle in the New Testament. 
 

“For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 
exalted.” 
 
It’s also a principle in the Old Testament. Solomon would write about it in the Proverbs. Humble yourself and 

God will raise you up. Scripture will say things like, “Humble yourself and in due time God will raise you up.” If you 
humble yourself, Christ will exalt you. Peter and James talk about it in their letters. So, this is a biblical principle, that the 
best thing that I can do is humble myself. When someone gives me praise, turn that praise back. Listen, though, you 
don’t have to over-spiritualize this. It used to be if someone said to me, “Man, that was a good sermon,” I would wrestle 
with how to respond. Should I say, “Glory to God”? Is that okay? Yeah, that’s okay, but for me it got to where it was kind 
of mechanical. I didn’t feel like I was being sincere. I was being sincere, but I felt like it came across as mechanical. Then, 
one day God freed me to just say, “Thank you. I appreciate that. That’s encouraging.” The humility of not exalting 
oneself—think of all the places in my life and your life, on a day-to-day basis, where that could flesh out. In your 
relationship with your spouse, your relationships with coworkers, in relationship with the general public—just humble 
yourself. But when it comes to my Christianity it’s a constant recognition that God saved me; I didn’t’ save myself. So, 
the opportunity to pray to the Lord is a gift, not a right. To enter the presence of God is not something I earn, it’s 
something I was given based on the merit of Jesus. It was His right. It wasn’t robbery for Him to consider himself equal 
with God. It’s never been my right. It’s been given to me by God. I get to walk into the presence of God every time I pray. 
That’s what I’m doing. And it’s not because of my righteousness; it’s because of the righteousness of Jesus. 

If we were going to do a three point sermon, point number one would have been back in verse 1: Always pray, 
never lose heart. Point number two: Humble yourself, Christ will exalt you. And here comes the third thing. Now, we are 

                                                             
148 Brian Regan’s Me Monster video on YouTube (it’s clean): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vymaDgJ7KLg  



not talking parable, we are talking about before their very eyes. Here is what the disciples are going to do. They are 
going to Charlie Brown it. Have you guys ever watched the Charlie Brown cartoon where he couldn’t kick the football 
because Lucy kept moving it? If not, I understand that homeschool was different in the eighties but you should go to 
YouTube now and watch that. It’s pretty cool. What happens is that Charlie Brown comes up to kick the football but he 
misses it and lands flat on his back. So, have you ever felt like, “Oh, man, I totally just missed that opportunity. I missed 
the point”? You feel so dumb. Well, Jesus lays out these two beautiful parables where he says, “Humble yourself. Don’t 
exalt yourself. Faith is not based on what you’ve done. Pray. Don’t lose heart. Be persistent.” That persistence requires 
humility because persistence in prayer requires me to humble myself and recognize that I can’t do something. Right? 
Watch this. 

 
“Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And when the disciples 

saw it, they rebuked them.” 
 
Listen, when someone has fame, or notoriety, isn’t it awesome when they are humble and they actually care 

about people? I’ll never forget one of my favorite experiences with famous people was when Little and I were in the 
blizzard of ’93. Anybody remember the blizzard of ’93? Whoo! Little and I were stranded at a Days Inn in Blacksburg, VA. 
There were three-and-a-half feet of snow. Here, they call school off for a heavy frost. Talk about shutting the world 
down. We were crammed into a Days Inn. Me and Little, her mom and dad, her grandmother and grandfather, a little 
cousin, and my dog that I made stay in the cab of the truck. We were slammed into this little room. I remember that the 
Days Inn had one of these little restaurants attached to it. It had been hard to find a room because there was a bluegrass 
festival going on and some of them were staying at the Days Inn. Well, we go into the restaurant to eat breakfast the 
next morning and it was packed. Everyone in the hotel was eating there and they were making us go in shifts. They took 
away the menus and they were just serving whatever. It was crazy and we were stranded there for three or four days. 
So, I remember that I sat down and in walked Bill Monroe. If you don’t know who Bill Monroe is, he’s the father of 
bluegrass music. He’s the Elvis Presley of bluegrass—Elvis Presley is the Bill Monroe of rock. So, at that time, Bill Monroe 
would have been like a hundred and twenty years old or something. He came walking in with his cowboy hat on and he 
went over and sat down. I remember nudging and whispering to Little, “Little..it’s Bill Monroe…look.” I was so excited. I 
mean, you cannot have a greater bluegrass icon sitting that close. For any of you who do not appreciate bluegrass, you 
don’t get it. You are looking at me like I’m crazy. I was ecstatic but everyone else in the restaurant was oblivious. Nobody 
knew him. So, I got up, I went over and sat down beside him, and I leaned over and I said, “Excuse me, sir. Has anybody 
ever told you that you look exactly like Bill Monroe?” I had never been that close to a celebrity. He looked at me and 
grinned, and he said, “I get that all the time.” I said, “Would you mind just signing Mr. Monroe’s name on this menu and 
write a little note? My name’s Brody. It’s spelled with a ‘y.’ Just write a little note? We will pretend you are Bill Monroe.” 
He said, “I can do that.” He did it and I got up and walked back to my table. Then people started looking. Pretty soon 
people were lining up at his table. I felt so bad. As we walked out with our bellies full, Bill was over there unable to eat. 
He had about thirty people around the table and he was signing menus. The thing that I remember was that he was so 
gracious. He just sat there and signed menus. When that was over, I remember not just thinking that I no longer had Bill 
Monroe just in the category of being a great bluegrass singer; I had him in a category of being a person who actually 
cared about people. He was nice and he didn’t have a huge ego and a big head. Acts of humility stand out. In that same 
contrast, acts of arrogance are abrasive. 

People were bringing their children to see Jesus and the disciples weren’t letting them come in. They were 
standing at the door like, “No, you can’t see Jesus.” This was a culture that wasn’t kind to widows and it also wasn’t kind 
to children. 

 
“But Jesus called them to him, saying, ‘Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 

to such belongs the kingdom of God.’” 
 
The disciples were dead in the water right here. Jesus was like, “What are you guys doing? Do you know what 

you should do? You should learn from these kids.” 
 

“I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” 
 



On the nights when I don’t preach, one of my favorite things to do, either at the beginning of the service during 
the music and call to worship or at the end after the sermon, is I exit the sanctuary. I don’t ever teach the children, so I 
feel like on the nights when I’m not preaching I try to get down to our children’s church program, the Treehouse. I want 
the kids to see their pastors, so I go into one of the different age groups of kids and I hang out and talk to them. Last 
week, I went down there and Harry and the Abes were teaching. They said, “Can you come over here? The kids are 
asking all these questions about Heaven.” So, I went over there and your kids were asking questions about Heaven. 
Some of them were theologically solid and some of them were obvious they were pulling my chain. But it was awesome. 
I thought what an incredible opportunity it was that I was in a church where the kids were asking theological questions. 
Those kids are the greatest asset we have as a church and our responsibility is to invest in them because we see in Christ 
the Father-heart of God. 

But also, the big lesson here is not just that we should love our kids well but it’s that we should have childlike 
faith. Isn’t that what Jesus is telling us? We should have childlike faith. In all these stories, He is teaching us to humble 
ourselves, come before the Lord, live in humility, pray and don’t lose heart, don’t give up, trust the Lord always, because 
He’s a good Father who cares about us and He wants to give good gifts to His children according to His will. That’s a good 
place to live. That’s a confident place to live. Amen? I’ll pray and we will sing. 

Father,	I	pray	that	as	we	sing	songs	of	praise	to	you	that	we	would	remember	the	promises	of	Scripture,	
that	when	we	pray	in	the	name	of	Jesus	that	you	hear	us.	When	we	pray	in	the	power	of	Jesus	you	move	and	you	do	
things.	I	don’t	understand	how	this	totally	lines	up	with	your	sovereignty	but	you	act	in	accordance	with	your	will	
while	acting	in	accordance	with	our	prayers,	oftentimes.	What	is	most	important	is	that	we	learn	to	pray	according	
to	your	will	and	according	to	your	pleasure.	Help	us	to	do	that.	Help	us	to	humble	ourselves,	help	us	to	not	be	
spiritually	arrogant,	help	us	have	the	faith	of	little	children.	Little	kids	are	not	scared	to	beg,	ask,	plead—they	are	
the	most	persistent	of	our	kind.	When	it	comes	to	our	relationship	with	you,	we	could	learn	a	lot	from	them,	as	we	
could	learn	a	lot	from	the	widow,	and	the	tax	collector.	Help	us	to	pray	his	prayer,	“God,	be	merciful	to	me,	a	
sinner.”	If	there	is	anybody	in	this	church	tonight	who	doesn’t	have	a	relationship	with	you,	I	pray	they	would	call	
on	your	name	and	be	saved.	If	there	is	anybody	in	this	church	who	is	struggling	in	that	area	of	losing	heart,	and	
giving	up,	and	being	frustrated,	and	they	are	in	a	dark	season,	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	them	to	learn	from	
your	Word	tonight	and	help	them	to	plow	on,	and	persevere,	and	persist.	In	Jesus’	name	and	for	Jesus’	sake,	Amen.	

 
(Shawn Clark) 
Tonight, as we close with our benediction, I’m going to read from Hebrews 13, starting in verse 20. 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you 
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
Goodnight, church.
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Tonight, we will be in Luke 18 and we are going to be looking at a couple of different guys. We are going to be 
looking at what we believe to be the most important question you will ever answer. Maybe another way that this has 
been said is what is the most important thing about you? What is the most defining thing about you as a person is who 
you say that Jesus is. 

One of the oldest beliefs that is held by humans is that a person can be good enough to get to Heaven. Many 
people believe that if the overall pattern of their life is good then they will earn God’s favor and blessing in the end and 
get to Heaven. This belief is prevalent all over the world and is at the root of most of the world’s religions. They believe 
that a good life leads to a blessed afterlife. Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims, Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Atheists and 
every other world religion has an answer for who Jesus was and what He meant for the world.  

The most important thing about a person is what they believe about Jesus. One time Jesus asked his disciples 
who people were saying that He was. There were several answers. Some people said that He was a great teacher and 
some said He was a great prophet, like Elijah, come back from the dead, but it was the disciples themselves who 
identified him as The Messiah, the Holy One of God and the Savior of the World. Jesus said that was right and that only 
the Spirit of God could make that known to somebody. 

I had an opportunity to preach in a church in middle Georgia today. We literally just got back. Little drove the 
last two hours so that I could finish working on sermon notes and preparing stuff. I was so encouraged in that church 
this morning when the pastor got up and said in the introduction before I preached, “Many of you are here, and you are 
faithful to come, and you are faithful to be engaged in the work inside the walls of the church, but you really aren’t on 
mission in the community.” He said, “You need to remember that you didn’t create your salvation; Jesus drew you to 
himself. And because He drew you to himself, you are forever indebted to Him.” I was sitting there getting ready to 
preach and I was really convicted about it. 

So, what Jesus says to Peter is, “You didn’t make that up on your own. If you understand who Christ is, it is 
because He has enlightened you with that truth.” It’s because He has redeemed you. In fact, we believe as a church that 
doctrinally the work of regeneration, whereby the Spirit of God moves a person from death to life, is going on in the 
awakening of that person, and the falling off of the spiritual scales from a person’s eyes. That is Jesus doing that. Nobody 
sort of saves themselves or gets themselves out of their own condition of spiritual blindness. So, when Jesus asks the 
disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” and they say, “You are the Christ, the Son of God,” He says, “Yes, and flesh and 
blood do not reveal that to you. The Spirit of God reveals that to you.” 

 In this text we meet two different guys who identify Jesus differently. To most readers or listeners there 
wouldn’t be much difference in the way these two men answer. What it comes down to is who they say Jesus is. This is 
the most defining characteristic of any person. Everyone has an answer for who Jesus is. 

I was talking to a good Muslim friend recently. He’s a very good Muslim friend. He lives in this community. Some 
of you know him. He said, “We both know Jesus was good,” and I thought that is exactly what the man in our text 
tonight is going to say, that Jesus is good. Other religions try to figure out what to do with Jesus, but there isn’t any 
figuring out what to do with Jesus. He has declared himself to be the Son of God. He asks us, “Who do you say that I 
am?” and if you get that answer right it is because flesh and blood didn’t reveal it to you but the Spirit of God revealed it 
to you and you confessed Him as Lord. That is a powerful act of God’s grace; for you and I to be able to confess Him as 
Lord and profess faith in Jesus. 

 The first man calls Jesus a good teacher, which is what many people say he was. The second man calls Him the 
Son of David, which is to say that He is God in the flesh fulfilling all Old Testament prophecy, coming to save people from 
their sins.  The bottom line is that if I don’t understand who Jesus is and accept what He says about His own identity 
then I am in the same place as all of the cults and false religions of the world. I am no different.  

Let’s walk through the text and break it down. Verse 18, 
 

And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”   
 
So, this man was a ruler. Another Gospel writer says he is a young ruler. Another Gospel account says he is a rich 

young ruler. Regardless, here is the man’s background. He’s wealthy, he’s prominent, he’s semi-religious, and he knows 
the Bible. He was a stereotype of a successful man. Not just successful monetarily, he was probably pretty successful 



religiously. This was a very religious society and this man seemed to have it under control. So, his background is that he 
comes from entitlement, he’s comfortable, he’s in a pretty good situation, and he’s a ruler, so he has some prominence 
in the community, and the Church, and the local society and culture. So, he comes to Jesus and he says, 

 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

 
He asks Jesus, “What do I have to do to go to Heaven?” and he addresses Jesus as ‘Good Teacher.’ 
 
The first observation to note is that you cannot put Jesus in a box. This man is putting Jesus in a box. ‘Good 

Teacher’ was a very respectable title in the Jewish world. ‘Good teacher’ was a title of honor. It was like calling a judge 
‘Your Honor.’ So, this man seems to be saying something really nice about Jesus. My Muslim friend thinks that Jesus was 
a good man. Most worldviews—with the exception of Atheism, which is a religion that is basically Darwinian, but it is a 
religion—most worldviews are going to hold Jesus in pretty high esteem. Most religions are going to say that Jesus was a 
good teacher. But, perhaps one of the most demonic things that a person could believe about Jesus is that He’s a good 
teacher. It’s tricky because He was a good teacher, wasn’t He? He was the best teacher. There has never been a better 
teacher nor will there ever be a better teacher. He teaches us how to preach; He teaches us how to hear sermons; He 
teaches us the Bible like no one else because He’s the Author of the Bible. So, He was a good teacher, yet, to recognize 
Him as a good teacher is a damning and damnable offense. We will see why. Let’s keep reading. 

 
“Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone.” 
 
Maybe Jesus is saying, “Hey, dude, I’m God. What do you say? What do you think? Why do you call me good?” 

This is where we get the distinction. If you say Jesus is a good teacher because you recognize Him as God, then you’ve 
made a true statement. If you say Jesus is a good teacher because you put Him in the same category as Buddha, the Dali 
Lama, or the saints of the Catholic Church down through the ages—if you put Him in that category then that is heretical 
and it’s damnable. To call someone ‘good teacher’ was not a negative or disrespectful thing to do, unless that person 
was the God-man, the fulfillment of all of God’s promises in and through history, to redeem and save mankind from sin.  
So, when we say that Jesus is a good teacher and we are recognizing Him as God, then we are lining up biblically with 
what Jesus says about himself. So, Jesus says, 

 
“And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 20 You know 

the commandments: “Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, 
Honor your father and mother.”’ 21 And he said, ‘All these I have kept from my youth.’ 22 When Jesus 
heard this, he said to him, ‘One thing you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’” 
 
I want to give you a couple of observations from this opening part of the text. The first observation is this: you 

cannot put Jesus in a box. That is what this guy was doing. This man has his life in order in many ways but something is 
lacking. Some of you have been there. You have everything in order and you don’t know what to do with Jesus. You 
need a label. You need a box to put Jesus in. You need some way to take Him in moderation. You don’t want to be 
consumed by Jesus but you also don’t want to be His enemy. 

Jesus cannot be put in a box with a label and placed neatly on the shelf of your personal use of religion. Jesus is 
God. This guy missed it, while looking for the box he could put Jesus in. People do this; they don’t want to reject Jesus 
because there is something about Him that is undeniable, yet they don’t want to surrender everything to Him. That is 
just too much. Trying to determine what to do with Jesus can be a real struggle. People have tried for centuries to 
reduce Him to something they can manage. 

That is what this man doing. He is making sure that Jesus is convenient as an accessory or addition to his own 
personal lifestyle. This is exactly what people today are doing. Humans want to choose their own lifestyle and in the end 
add Jesus to it so they can manage Him and use Him for their own personal benefit but not give Him personal Lordship 
or be inconvenienced. To sum it up, it’s like asking Jesus, “Okay, there is no denying that you are different and there is 
something about you, but what do I get out of the deal? You’re a good teacher, but what’s in it for me?” This is the way 
a lot of people approach Jesus and Christianity. They sort of size it up and want to know what they are going to get out 
of the deal. “Am I going to get Heaven? Am I going to get some health, and wealth, and prosperity in this life?” 



That brings us to observation number two, which is this in verses 20-21. Jesus goes through the different aspects 
of the Law and commandments and the man says, 

 
“…all these I have kept from my youth.” 

 
The second observation to note is that you cannot be good enough to earn salvation. We all know that, but then 

there’s this--and you will know it when you try to earn salvation. Make sense? You cannot be good enough to earn God’s 
favor, and as soon as you start trying to earn God’s favor you will realize that you can’t earn God’s favor. It’s an exercise 
in futility, as the saying goes. To try to win God’s favor, to try to get God to like you, to try to earn your salvation—all it’s 
going to do is help you realize that you are not able to. You’re striving for the impossible. You are trying really hard to be 
spiritual enough and do enough things in the spiritual realm and it is still not enough, because the only thing that 
satisfies is life in Christ. We take our burdens and lay them on Christ so that we are yoked with Him and He does all the 
lifting. It’s not that He does the heavy lifting—He does all the lifting. When I’m yoked with Christ, He does the work and I 
do the receiving. 

We talked a few weeks ago about how in the process of following Christ that salvation is only free once. In other 
words, when I come to faith in Jesus He does all the work. Then, from that day forward I am consumed by the work of 
following Jesus; not to win His favor, not to earn anything from Him, but to be a faithful follower. It demands everything 
from my life. My all and my life. 

So, the second observation is that you can’t be good enough to earn salvation and you will know it when you try. 
This guy knew it. This is why he was so unsatisfied. He was empty because he was trying to balance a good life with a 
selfish life. The Law of God doesn’t work that way. Jesus exposes it. But you know what?  When you are trying to find 
peace in this life and in this world and you are looking anywhere but Jesus, you will be empty and you will know it. 

So, we get to verse 23 and it says, 
 

“When he heard these things he became very sad, for he was extremely rich…” 
 
The third observation is that Jesus knows what is standing in the way of this man’s confession and obedience, 

and He exposes it. When this man comes up and says, “Good teacher,” Jesus already knows what is in the way of this 
man worshipping Him. “I know what’s in the way of this guy’s surrender. I know what’s in the way of this guy’s 
confession.” So, what Jesus does is He exposes the man’s point of idolatry. He reveals the true condition of this man’s 
heart. He shows this man what the man loves most of anything in the world. 

For us, this could be a relationship, or our children, or our money, or the security of our future, or the fear of 
death, of a fear of life, or anxiety, or depression. The thing that we hold onto for our own identity, that may be very 
much a reality, but we put it in a place where it becomes the main thing in our lives. Does that make sense? Are your 
kids important? Yes. Are they to sit on the throne of your life? No.  

Was it wrong for this man to have money? Absolutely not. There is nothing wrong with having money or with 
even being rich. In fact, we are all pretty well off compared to this young wealthy man. This man didn’t have running 
water, or cable TV, a vehicle, a cell phone, or refrigeration for his food. He was rich in his time, monetarily, but if you 
compare him to an average man today he was really poor.  

There’s a group of us leaving Thursday to go to Honduras. When you travel to the third world you see legitimate 
poverty where people don’t have things like we have day-to-day, like a flush toilet. If you’ve ever been anywhere 
without a flush toilet, it’s so gratifying when you come back and flush the toilet. Do you ever hear those jokes about first 
world problems, like, “My latte wasn’t hot enough”? The problems that we struggle with in our society would be a 
laughing matter for someone like this guy. 

So, this guy was rich in his day, but in the course of history it’s not even like this guy has a lot of money. He’s not 
buying happiness. We know it’s not wrong in and of itself to have money, in fact, when Jesus addresses it, it says in verse 
24,  

“Jesus, seeing that he had become sad, said, ‘How difficult it is for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of God.’” 
 
So, let me dispel something. You might have heard this explained as an analogy, and I’ve heard pastors say this, 

“The ‘eye of the needle’ was the name of a gate in the city and the camels had to get down on their knees to go through 



the gate.” There is absolutely zero proof of that. Every commentary I have checked says there is zero proof of that. It 
doesn’t exist. What is Jesus saying? What’s a camel weigh? A thousand pounds? I don’t know. Look, I can’t even put 
thread through the eye of a needle. I can’t do it. I try and then I think, “What am I putting thread through a needle for, 
anyway?” I buy Walmart clothes. When they’re worn out I pay fifteen bucks and get some more. What is Jesus saying? 
He is painting a picture of the impossibility of man to come to salvation when he’s trying to bring his idol with him. 
Whatever is the big thing to you—for this guy it’s money—you can’t bring that thing that provides you security and drag 
it to Jesus and say, “I want to get saved but you need to know, Jesus, you have to get in your box because this is the 
thing that’s on the throne in my life.” Jesus says, “You know what? That’s like a camel trying to go through the eye of a 
needle. It’s impossible.” 

Then, in verse 25, the people ask the natural question. 
 

“Those who heard it said, ‘Then who can be saved?’” 
 
“Who can be saved? What’s the use? If rich people can’t get saved who can get saved.” They had faulty 

theology, right? If there are Baptists who are going to go to Hell then what hope is there for anybody? If there are 
Catholics who have said their rosaries and gone to Mass…. Jesus said that there are going to be people who have said, 
“Lord, Lord, we knew you and we cast out demons in your name,” and He is going to say to them, “Depart from me. I 
never knew you.” Manmade religion will not get you to Heaven in any way. It’s impossible for man to get himself to 
Heaven. That’s the point. 

Jesus is giving us a good look at this man’s true heart and here is what we have learned so far about this man’s 
heart. It is important that we compare ourselves to this guy and find the similarities. Don’t look at the differences. Don’t 
look at this man and go, “I’m not like that guy and here’s why.” Look at this guy and go, “Okay, how am I exactly like this 
guy?” Can we do that? 

Here are three things that we know to be true of this man. Number one, this man doesn’t want to worship 
Jesus, he just wants to get on Jesus’ good side. He doesn’t want to worship Jesus, he just wants to feel a peace with God. 
People are all about feelings. Christ will talk about having our minds renewed, in Romans 12. Paul will write to the 
Corinthians and say you need to have the mind of Christ. And Paul writing to the Colossians will write that you need to 
have the mind in you that was also in Christ Jesus. So, the Word of God does talk about feelings, but primarily it talks 
about fixing or setting our mind on Jesus. Think what Christ would have you to think. Comprehend and understand the 
things that Christ has revealed to you. But this man doesn’t want to worship Jesus. He just wants to get on Jesus’ good 
side so he can feel good. His thinking is broken, and when your thinking is broken you are never going to feel good 
enough. Does that make sense to you? When my thought process is biblical, when my theology is sound, when I am 
understanding biblically what Jesus is saying about who He is, then what I am feeling can be appropriated under what I 
know. This is why Paul says to the Colossians, “These things I have written to you so that you may know.” You can know. 

 When I was a kid, preachers would say, “Do you know, that you know, that you know?” You can have full 
knowledge and assurance. When you are living with assurance there is no peace that is greater than that peace. Some of 
you go through your week—and I’m not preaching at you by saying ‘you’. I could say ‘we’—some of us. A lot of us 
wrestle with anxiety. A lot of our people wrestle with depression. Darkness caves in. People struggle with past 
addictions, and demons, and shortcomings. One thing you should know to be true is that there are going to be days 
where you don’t feel loved, or feel secure, or feel gratified knowing Jesus. You might not feel like the future is secure 
and you feel really unstable, and in those days it’s not going to be about what you feel—it’s going to be about what you 
know to be true. You will fall to the level of knowledge that God has ingrained in your mind through the enlightening of 
the Holy Spirit in God’s Word. What this guy is doing is he is saying, “Make me feel better.” Jesus could make him feel 
better in that moment but it would be a spiritual placebo effect. 

I preached this morning on parenting, and there was this young couple there and I was having a conversation 
with the dad. He said, “I have a daughter who gets headaches all the time because she has a grandmother who has 
headaches and has to take pills, so I’ve started giving my daughter Smarties as a placebo and she will say, ‘I feel better 
now.’” My grandmother, God rest her soul, was one of the most godly influences in my life. I got to preach her funeral 
and it was awesome because she lived it out. She’s with the Lord but I remember her being a hypochondriac.  

What this dude wants to do is feel better. He is wanting to treat symptoms. The symptoms are that money isn’t 
making him happy. Prestige is not making him happy. Prominence is not making him happy. 

I remember when we went to Uganda, there was a lady who lived down the road from us and she was adopting 
two little kids. I had a conversation with her. She was from Minnesota and she had married when she was in her mid-



thirties to a guy who was in his mid-forties. He was European and had come over and worked as an engineer in the twin 
cities. She said, “I lived all of my teens and twenties for myself.” The bottom line is that she was at the end and had no 
joy in her life. I asked her, “What are you doing here?” and she said, “I thought if I did something for somebody else for 
once in my life that maybe I would have some peace. So I’m going to adopt some kids.” I said, “No, leave them here. We 
will trust the sovereignty of God.” The more I got to know that woman the more I realized that she was the last person 
who needed to adopt kids. What was she doing? She was going to take those two children and they were going to 
become her security blanket. 

See, this doesn’t just apply to money. We all have to be guarded against this. This man doesn’t want to worship 
Jesus; he wants to get on Jesus’ good side so he can feel better. 

The second thing we learn about this guy is that he wants to earn his way into Heaven. This is real common. The 
third thing that we learn is that he loves something in this world more than he loves Jesus. He doesn’t really love Jesus. 
He loves something in this world more than he loves Jesus. And when Jesus says in verse 27, 

 
“What is impossible with man is possible with God,” 
 

there are three things that Jesus is teaching us here. These are three things He wants us to know concerning salvation 
and discipleship. 

Number one is that no one can save himself. Is He saying that it’s impossible for a rich person to go to Heaven? 
No, He’s saying it’s impossible for a man to save himself. He’s saying that it’s impossible for a man to hold God and hold 
the world. Jesus has already addressed this in multiple sermons. You can’t serve both. Nobody can save himself. No one 
can earn God’s favor. We are saved in and through Christ alone, by Christ alone. 

The second thing that Jesus is teaching us here is that when a man responds to Jesus, he receives the blessing of 
fellowship with Jesus, and also receives an eternal inheritance in God’s kingdom. Listen to what He says. Peter said, in 
verse 28, 

 
“And Peter said, “See, we have left our homes and followed you.” 29 And he said to them, “Truly, I 

say to you, there is no one who has left house or wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of 
the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many times more in this time, and in the age to come eternal 
life.” 
 
Jesus is teaching us that when a man responds to Jesus that he receives the blessing of fellowship with Jesus, 

but he also receives an eternal inheritance in God’s kingdom. 
I think of the story of Hosea. I’ve talked to several of you who say this is your favorite Bible story. If you are just 

learning the Bible, Hosea is a story in the old, old days of history, where God calls this man named Hosea to marry a 
prostitute. So, he marries this prostitute and then she is unfaithful to him. They have a child and they name the child 
“No more mercy.” Hosea brings her back home and she goes and has another affair. They have a second child and they 
name him “Not my people.” People must have thought, “That family is weird. He married a prostitute…on purpose.” The 
whole point of the story was that God was using Hosea to paint a picture of the relationship that God had to His bride 
who kept going after foreign gods. We could take many parallels into a modern context and say, what about the Church 
when over half the planet professes to be Christian? Is half the planet Christian? No, because wide is the path to 
destruction and very narrow is the path and the door to eternal life. So, what Hosea teaches us is something beautiful, 
because in the end what happens is God restores relationships. He says that those who were called “Not my people” will 
be my people. Those who had not received mercy will receive mercy. Why? Because they earn it? No, because God’s 
saving power is greater than man’s ability to resist and fight. Some of us came to faith in Jesus kicking and screaming. 
This man wants to come to a negotiated term with Jesus, where he says, “I’ll come to you, but…” and Jesus says, “Unh 
uh, that’s not how mercy works. That’s not how salvation works.” 

The third thing Jesus is teaching is that salvation from Jesus costs me nothing, but following Jesus will cost me 
everything, and it will be worth it forever. Literally forever. It will never stop being worth it to follow Jesus. Did you see 
what Peter said there in verse 28? You can always count on Peter. He said, “We left our homes and followed you.” I 
wonder how many times this happened? Jesus was in the middle of a huge teaching moment and people were all 
around. There was always a crowd where people were pressed in and listening. Then, right in the middle of it Peter 
completely misses it. 



I struck out in slow-pitch softball one time. It’s a true story. That’s the end of that statement. Just let it hang 
there for a minute. You know what slow-pitch softball is, right? You should be able to hit the ball. I struck out. That 
means that I swung three times and missed the ball with the bat. Peter does this a lot. Jesus is at a big, monumental 
teaching moment. He’s throwing it down. He’s like, “Money—boom! Works—boom! Mercy—boom!,” and Peter is like, 
“Hey, Jesus, what about me? We left everything, didn’t we?” Jesus was like, “Okay, Peter. I’m going to need you not to 
talk right now. Or ever. For a while at least.” We could learn a lot from this guy, but Jesus is so gracious. Peter says, “We 
left everything.” He’s trying to make sure that he’s not in the rich-man-who-can’t-go-through-the-eye-of-the-needle 
category. “What we did have we gave up. Remember, Jesus?” Jesus is like, “You didn’t give up anything, dude. Let’s not 
talk about what you walked away from. Let’s talk about what you are walking into. It’s eternal.” Our inheritance is 
eternal. And Peter would later write this concerning our inheritance; that it is eternal, that it is imperishable, it is 
undefiled, and it is reserved and kept in Heaven for us. Peter would write that. He got it. 

Verse 31, 
 

“And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that 
is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. 32 For he will be delivered over to 
the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. 33 And after flogging him, they 
will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 34 But they understood none of these things.” 

 
That last phrase is a funny statement. Have you ever taken the time and effort to explain yourself and then 

thought, “They didn’t understand what I just said.” That happened to Jesus all the time. Jesus was making it plain for the 
disciples. Spencer talked about this a couple of weeks ago. Jesus is spelling it out. Listen. Let me read that again. 

 
“I’ll be delivered over to the Gentiles. I’ll be mocked. They are going to spit on me.” 

 
That’s a pretty specific prophecy. 
 

“They are going to spit on me.” 
 
That’s a pretty specific prophecy. 
 
They are going to flog Him. They will kill Him. Those are pretty specific prophecies. And on the third day He will 

rise. This is a good reminder that Jesus was absolutely in command and in control of His mission in this life every step of 
the way. That’s why He could say, “Nobody takes my life from me. I lay it down.” 

So, Jesus turns from this man who completely missed the point, saying, “What box do I put you in?” and Jesus 
says, “Hey, guys. Listen up. We are going to Jerusalem and let me make sure you know why we are going there. I’m 
going to die and then I’m going to come back to life after three days.” This is foundational to the Gospel. This is 
foundational to the establishing of the kingdom. So, this is the context. We are going to Jerusalem and we are going to 
meet the second guy, and we need to compare ourselves to this guy. 

Verse 35, 
 

“As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.” 
 
I jotted down a few things about this guy. We saw an introduction to the rich man and here’s an introduction to 

this blind man. He’s blind. He’s poor. The first guy could see and he was rich. The blind man is unable to help himself. 
Not that he won’t help himself; he’s unable to help himself. 

Have you ever played like you were blind? I’ve done this. What would it be like? Close your eyes and try to 
imagine living in that world. The rich man was trying to help himself. See how important it is to compare ourselves to 
these two guys. This man was a beggar asking for money, crumbs, or a penny. The rich man didn’t want for anything or 
ask for anything. This man was smelly, he stunk, he was hungry, he laid in his own filth, his clothes were threadbare, and 
he needed help from somebody to help him get from wherever he would sleep, into the public square in this dirty, third 
world city. It was the most disgusting environment you could imagine and that was the world this guy lived in. The whole 
time he could smell and hear at a heightened sense. Science has proven, and experience in the human condition has 
proven, that when one of our senses is diminished that the other four are heightened to compensate. So, he hears 



things the rest of us don’t hear. He smells things that the rest of us don’t smell. He lives in a world that we don’t live in, 
but don’t miss the point that blindness in this story, as in every other story in the gospels, is a symbol or a picture of sin 
and the sin condition in a man’s life. This man is showing us what it’s like to live in sin. 

Watch this. He was sitting by the roadside begging. 
 

36 And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 37 They told him, “Jesus of 
Nazareth is passing by.” 38 And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 
The first man said, “Hey, good teacher,” and he missed it, and then he started to negotiate. This man cried out, 

“Son of David.” What is he doing? He’s recognizing that Jesus is the Savior of the world. He’s recognizing that Jesus is the 
one Isaiah wrote about. He’s the one that David foreshadowed. He’s the one Moses foreshadowed. He’s the one that 
Elijah, and Jeremiah, and every other prophet of old had written and pointed to. He’s the one who is establishing a 
kingdom that will never end. See, when a Jew talked about the Son of David there was no mistaking what he was saying. 
There was no ambiguity to what he was saying. He was recognizing Jesus as God. And what is the next thing out of his 
mouth? “Have mercy on me!” In that, he is recognizing that he can’t save himself and he can’t earn God’s favor. It’s a 
Gospel declaration and proclamation. It’s an appeal to Jesus. 

A couple of observations here. The first one is that blindness represents sin. The second one is that this man 
shows us how to respond to Jesus regardless of what people say. This man is in a culture where people are by and large 
rejecting Jesus and this guy doesn’t care. Because narrow is the way and this guy is like, “I’m going the narrow way.” He 
calls out to Jesus and it’s counter-cultural. Listen, y’all. Confessing faith in Jesus; professing Jesus as Lord; believing that 
God raised Him from the dead and proclaiming it, will always set you over against culture and society. Always. 

 
39 And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
 
When you grab hold of the Gospel it is untamed. It’s unharnessed. Nobody is going to stop you. I love that scene. 

Now, watch this. We get to our last observation. 
 

40 And Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he 
asked him, 41 “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” 
 
“I just want to see. I want to be able to see.” This is really cool. He’s already cried out to Christ as God. Then, he 

said, “Have mercy on me.” He’s confessing Him as Lord. He’s appealing to Jesus and doing the right thing. Then, when 
Jesus asks him, “What can I do for you?” he says, “I’d really like to see. I’d like to see in this life.” I’m convinced, because 
this is a genuine conversion, that if Jesus would have said, “Eyesight is not what I have for you in this life,” that this man 
would have said, “Son of David, have mercy on me and I will worship you in my blindness.” I believe that. 

The third observation, though, is that this man’s life change affects everyone around him. Watch this. 
 

42 And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; your faith has made you well.” 43 And immediately 
he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise 
to God. 
 
That word ‘immediately’ is always significant when Jesus is working. He does things with authority and it 

happens right now.  
 

“And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him.” 
 
It wasn’t lip service with this man. He was following Jesus. He’s faithful. He’s loyal. He’s going to follow Jesus and 

he’s not just following Him, he’s glorifying God. This man follows Jesus, glorifies God, and watch this, 
 

“And all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.” 
 



Our final observation is that this man’s life change affects everyone around him. People glorified God and there 
were two things driving it. People were glorifying God because of this man. Why? The first reason is because of the 
change that was evident in his life. When you go from death to life, when you go from “I once was blind but now I see,” 
people are going to notice it. The second reason was the proclamation. The man’s life was changed but the man 
proclaimed why it was changed. The man proclaimed Jesus. He was proclaiming Christ as he went. People started 
glorifying God. What was happening here? It was like revival. People were getting saved and glorifying God. 

What a contrast. The challenge for us tonight is not to ask, “Are you more like the rich man or more like the 
blind man?” No, no, no. You once were blind but now you see. You once were spiritually impoverished but now you are 
part of a kingdom, as a beloved son, at the table, and a co-heir with Christ. It’s not about blindness or money. It’s about 
the fact that there is one way and Jesus is that way. There is one proclamation and it is that Jesus is God. There is one 
cross, one Gospel, one Mediator between God and man, and that is the man Christ Jesus, and it is always all about Jesus. 

So, what I want to do tonight is I want to look at the rich man and ask how am I like him and what do I need to 
do in response to Jesus? And I want to look at the blind guy and ask how I am like him and what can I do to be more like 
him? The destitute nature of this man’s condition drove him to the feet of Jesus and I just love this guy. Just ask 
ourselves that question. If you are here tonight and you don’t have a relationship with Jesus, then when we sing in a 
minute we would love to talk to you. I’ll be down front. Rob will be down front. Anybody who is a part of this church can 
talk to you about having a relationship with Jesus. Or you can sit in your seat and you can say this, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me,” and you just went from death to life. Just like that. It’s awesome. So, we will worship Jesus because 
of who He is and because it’s all about Jesus. Amen? 

I’ll pray. 
God,	I	pray	that	you	will	take	your	Word	and	drive	more	it	deep	into	our	hearts	and	shape	us	by	it.	Drive	it	

deep	into	our	souls	and	make	us	more	like	you.	Help	us	to	see	you	for	who	you	are.	Help	us	to	worship	you	because	
you’re	worthy.	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	be	like	the	blind	man	and	less	like	the	rich	man.	God,	help	us	to	examine	
our	hearts	and	help	us	to	say	with	David,	“Search	me,	oh	God,	and	know	my	heart,	try	me	and	see	if	there	is	any	
wickedness	in	me.”	Help	us	to	respond	to	you,	and	your	Spirit,	and	your	Word.	Help	us	to	walk	and	live	in	
obedience,	understanding	who	we	are,	and	understanding	that	we	once	were	dead	in	sin,	we	once	were	blind	in	
sin,	blinded	by	sin,	and	blinded	by	the	god	of	this	age.	But,	thanks	be	to	God	you	have	removed	the	scales,	given	us	
sight,	brought	us	from	death	to	life,	not	because	of	our	own	works	but	because	of	the	finished	work	of	Jesus	at	
Calvary.	We	worship	you	tonight	because	you’re	worthy.	If	there	is	anybody	that	doesn’t	know	you,	God	I	pray	that	
by	the	power	of	your	Holy	Spirit	you	would	grip	them	with	conviction	and	bring	them	to	faith	in	Jesus,	with	that	
same	proclamation.	In	Jesus’	name	we	pray.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
Let me read our benediction from Jude. 
 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.



December 3, 2017 
Luke 19:1-10 
Gar Bozeman 
 

(JC Christensen) 
We are encouraging all of you guys to be leading Advent in your homes. Advent is simply an understanding that 

He is coming, and He’s coming again. There were folks who looked forward to His coming the first time. I’m just going to 
ask you to have a seat and get comfortable. When the music starts back up, maybe you could move forward and fill in 
the seats so we can get intimate tonight. 

I’m going to read to you from a website called DesiringGod.org. This comes from a reading called Glad Tidings of 
Great Joy149 and it starts off like this. It says, 

 
“And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, 
and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
(Luke 1:16-17) 

 
What John the Baptist did for Israel, Advent can do for us. Don't let Christmas find you unprepared. I mean 
spiritually unprepared. Its joy and impact will be so much greater if you are ready! So that you might be a people 
prepared. . . 
 

• Meditate on the fact that we need a Savior. Christmas is an indictment before it becomes a delight. It will 
not have its intended effect until we feel desperately the need for a Savior. Let (these short Advent 
messages) help awaken in you a bitter-sweet sense of need for the Savior. 

• Engage in sober self-examination. Advent is to Christmas what Lent is to Easter. “Search me, O God, and 
know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in 
the way everlasting!” Let every heart prepare him room...by cleaning house. 

• Build God-centered anticipation and expectancy and excitement into your home—especially for the 
children. If you are excited about Christ, they will be too. If you can only make Christmas exciting with 
material things how will the children get a thirst for God? Bend the efforts of your imagination to make 
the wonder of the King's arrival visible for the children. 

• Be much in the Word, and memorize the great passages! “Is not my word like fire, says the Lord!” Gather 
'round that fire this Advent season. It is warm. It is sparkling with colors of grace. It is healing for a 
thousand hurts. It is light for dark nights. 

 
At Christmas, I have certain jobs, right? I put the lights up, I help cut the tree, and I get it trimmed up so it’s not 

bending over against the ceiling. Right? My encouragement to us tonight is really to the dads to kind of set the pace in 
our homes. What are we expecting this week? What are we expecting the week after that? What are we expecting 
tonight that comes from a heart that says, “I see something coming”?  When John the Baptist came, he said, “Repent, 
for the kingdom of God is at hand.” Why did he say that? Because inside, he had learned that he was right now on the 
brink of expecting something; something that was different. We know, as believers, and we can pass on to our kids this 
Advent season, that there is something awesome to expect. Our job as dads, right now in our homes, is to say, “I want to 
make ready for the Lord a people who are prepared.” That takes, for us, a bit of humility. It’s hard to go to your kids with 
this expectancy and yet know that there are some things going on in your own world right now that make you not feel 
that confident leading them. You need to go and turn to your children humbly. You need to be broken over your own 
sin. You need to be confident, though, of the finished work of Christ in your life, and in the life of your kids, even if it has 
not started yet. You need to anticipate and make ready for the Lord a family that’s prepared. 

Lastly, I want to encourage you to turn to your children confidently, without compromise, having a rugged faith; 
one that is not shaken, one that knows that just like He came before He is coming again. So, as we finish a celebration 
with the next couple of songs, let’s stand back up and let’s get ready and prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord. 
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(Gar Bozeman) 
Our crowd is a little bit thin tonight, but praise God that we are a church that seeks out the lost and pursues the 

hearts of people internationally. What a beautiful thing that is. We are going to continue our reading tonight out of Luke 
19 in the story of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was a….? Wee little man. That story used to make me so mad as a kid. You’d sing 
the song, “Zacchaeus was a wee little man, a wee little man was he. He climbed up in a sycamore tree for the Lord he 
wanted to see.” Then Jesus calls him down and says, “I’m going to your house today,” and then the song just ends. I was 
like, “What then?” He went to the house and what happened? Did they have tea? I was always confused about where 
that song went. I understood that Zacchaeus was a wee little man and Jesus went and ate with him, but then the story 
just died in that song. But getting into the study of this was great, getting to look at the life of Zacchaeus and seeing how 
profound his story actually is. So, we are going to open up to Luke 19 and I will read the whole passage, verses 1-10, and 
we will start breaking this down. 

 
“He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. 

He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of 
the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a 
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So 
he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has 
gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
Amen. So, let’s go back and look at verses 1-2, right here.  
 

“He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. 
He was a chief tax collector and was rich.” 
 
So, why does he feel it’s important to let us know that Zacchaeus is a wealthy tax collector? If we look and see 

how this story is played out, we look back to the last three interactions that Jesus had. He had an interaction with a 
young, rich ruler, who was very wealthy. Then, His next interaction is when he talks about the crowd that hinders the 
children. He progressively goes on and heals a blind beggar. Zacchaeus is about to embody all three of these interactions 
in one. It’s really profound what is happening here. 

The problem with Zacchaeus is we can’t put him in a box. Everything that’s happened has shown us that the 
wealthy are going to receive what they receive on Earth. Theirs isn’t for the kingdom, because like the young, rich ruler, 
he decided he wasn’t really ready to submit everything he had. He was going to hang onto his possessions so he went on 
without truly ever submitting his life to Christ. Then, the way the parables are played out, we have these tax collectors 
that Jesus is constantly interacting with, so we get this idea that the fat and the wealthy are not going to inherit the 
kingdom of God, but the outsiders and those who are broken are the ones that Jesus has come for. Now, with 
Zacchaeus, these two have collided. We have a wealthy man who is also a sinful tax collector, and we think, “What do I 
do with Zacchaeus? I don’t know where I’m going to put him.”  

So, not only is he a tax collector, he’s a chief tax collector. How many of you know what multi-level marketing is? 
The only difference between multi-level marketing and a pyramid scheme is one sells a product and one doesn’t. Well, 
as a chief tax collector, there is a tax pyramid that Zacchaeus sits on top of. There are people who are out working, 
collecting taxes, and they report to somebody, and that person reports to somebody, and then there’s the chief, who is 
Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus is collecting off of everybody. He’s collecting off the people and he’s collecting off the tax 
collectors. Now, this is important because, not only is Zacchaeus taking from the people but he’s taking from tax 
collectors as well. Zacchaeus is kind of the worst of the worst in Jericho at the time. If you look at Zacchaeus, nobody 
likes him because he has worked his way to the top on the backs of everyone else. He has ill-gotten wealth. He’s not just 
a man who is young and prosperous; he’s been stepping on people’s backs to get where he’s going. 

Another thing is that Zacchaeus is a Jew. But the Jews don’t see Zacchaeus as a true Jew because think about 
this. We are in this country and someone came in and conquered the United States and then imposed rule on us and 
started to tax us. Then, your neighbor goes out and starts collecting taxes from you to give to that new government. You 



are not going to be a big fan of that guy. You are going to see him as a betrayer. This is the same way that they see 
Zacchaeus right now. He is a Jew who is working for the Roman government that came and conquered the people. So, 
nobody likes Zacchaeus. 

As we go on, we look into verses 3-4. 
 

“And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he 
was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was 
about to pass that way.” 
 
Being short in stature also had social implications, right? Zacchaeus didn’t just happen to be a short man when 

he grew up. He was probably short all his life. Zacchaeus didn’t have a Napoleon complex; Napoleon had a Zacchaeus 
complex. This guy was tiny. So, you can imagine what happened growing up as a short man in that society. Zacchaeus 
had constantly tried to prove himself and, most likely, he had always been on the outside. But he was shrewd and knew 
how to make money, so he goes, “You know what? If you guys aren’t going to accept me and I can’t find validation in 
you guys, then I’m going to find it in the Roman government. I’m going to find a way to tax you.” What Zacchaeus has 
done now is he is making a living on the backs of the people who had pushed him away. 

So, being a chief tax collector, Zacchaeus is also presumed to be young. He has kind of gained his wealth at an 
early age so he didn’t have high standing. He’s on the outside because he’s a tax collector but he’s also not very old. He’s 
pretty young, but being resourceful and being shrewd, what he does is he says, “I want to see who Jesus is but this 
crowd is hindering me, so I’m going to run ahead and climb a sycamore tree.” Now, imagine your favorite team. The 
Golden State Warriors are coming to town and you want to see them, so you are going to climb a tree to look at them so 
you can see them passing by. That may not be a big deal because you are one of the common people. But, imagine if 
Donald Trump or somebody who is wealthy said, “I want to go see the Golden State Warriors but I can’t see because of 
the crowd of people, so I’m going to go climb this tree.” You’d probably look at him funny and go, “What is he doing? 
That’s kind of embarrassing. Why would he do that?” That’s the same way they were looking at Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus is 
a wealthy man. To climb the tree to see someone else who is passing by is presumably beneath him. It’s a humbling 
thing for Zacchaeus to climb up there. So, we have to think, if Zacchaeus, being wealthy and being on the outside as he 
is, is willing to humble himself and climb the tree to see who Jesus is; what is drawing him so strongly to Jesus that he 
would do that? Who climbs trees? Kids. Kids climb trees, right? Zacchaeus is pursuing Christ like a child. Remember, the 
children came to Jesus. He said, “Those who pursue me like a child are the ones who inherit the kingdom.” Zacchaeus 
has humbled himself and he’s pursuing God. 

This is going to lead into what’s happening next. 
 

“And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.” 
 
So, Jesus said I ‘must’ stay at your house today. The Greek word for ‘must’ is pronounced ‘die150.’ That word is 

used throughout Scripture and has a divine nature, as in “the Son of Man must suffer.” Also, when they were pursuing 
Jesus, He said, “I must stay … for a prophet can’t die outside of Jerusalem.” The word used there was dei. There was a 
divine connection made in the use of this word ‘must.’ That means that this interaction with Jesus was predestined. This 
wasn’t that Jesus was just passing through Jericho and there was an opportune time and person, where Jesus just said, 
“Hey, there’s a guy in a tree. I know who he is. I’m going to talk to him and see if I can have lunch with him today.” It 
wasn’t that kind of interaction. Jesus was coming through Jericho for one man, and that’s Zacchaeus. 

If we also look at the way this is unfolding, Zacchaeus has been drawn to the character and power of Jesus 
Christ, and he’s humbled himself, and he’s climbed this tree, but Zacchaeus didn’t call out to Jesus—Jesus called out to 
Zacchaeus by name. Jesus came along and said, “Zacchaeus, I must stay at your house today.” If you look back at your 
life and how you came to salvation, you can probably look at things that happened before Jesus came and saved you 
that were outside of your control, and you can see the people, and things, and places, and events, and consequences 
that happened before then. If you are seeking Jesus, Jesus has already been seeking you. He’s the One who closes the 
gap. So, Zacchaeus wasn’t pursuing Christ in a way like, “I’m going to get saved. I know what this is.” Whether it was 
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before or then, the Holy Spirit has moved in Zacchaeus and there is something that he is drawn to, and then Jesus closes 
the gap, and Jesus comes and finds him. 

So, we continue on. Zacchaeus is in the tree, and Jesus comes, and He calls him down, and then what happens? 
 

“And when they saw it, they all grumbled. ‘He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a 
sinner.’” 
 
We’ve got to understand how the crowd must view Zacchaeus. These people are following Jesus. A lot of them 

believe that Jesus is about to enter into Jerusalem and establish an earthly kingdom and overthrow the Roman 
government. So, these people are following Jesus and then they see Him going into Zacchaeus’s house, and they are like, 
“Jesus, do you really know who this guy is?! If you did, I don’t think that’s the guy you’d have lunch with. If you are 
getting ready to set up a kingdom, I don’t think that’s the guy you want to be associating with.” At the same time, a lot 
of these people are following Jesus because they think He’s about to set up an earthly kingdom and if they follow him 
then they are going to have a place of authority within that kingdom, as well. So, Zacchaeus, being a man who has 
historically been shrewd and manipulative in finding ways to weasel his way in, the people are probably looking at him 
and thinking, “Here he goes again. Zacchaeus is finding a way to work his way in. He sees Jesus coming and thinks he 
better go ahead and get in good graces with Jesus, so if he does establish His kingdom in Jerusalem that I will have a seat 
at the table.” The people are already writing Zacchaeus off and saying, “He’s up to his same old stuff. He’s doing the 
same thing he’s always done. He’s trying to manipulate. He’s trying to work his way in. This isn’t genuine.” The people 
don’t see Zacchaeus as actually coming with genuine faith to Christ. 

So, let’s see how that’s addressed. 
 

“And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. 
And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.’ 9 And Jesus said to him, ‘Today salvation 
has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham.’” 
 
Standing before his accusers, Zacchaeus turns to Jesus. He doesn’t acknowledge the crowd. We did an exercise 

in our discipleship group this week, where we broke up and we paired off, and we talked about the miracle of the blind 
beggar, and we said, “What are the things, the miracles, that the Lord can do that we don’t think are available to us?” 
What are the things we look at and say, “Lord, that might be available to some people but I don’t know if that’s available 
to me”? One thing that was so eye-opening to me is that oftentimes in my own life I stand as my own accuser. I look and 
I go, “It’s just not enough. I haven’t done enough.” I have this idea that somehow I’m pardoned but I’m not truly loved. I 
start buying these lies that the Accuser tells me, that I have to continue to earn salvation. I’m so performance driven 
that I believe I have to earn salvation. Sometimes it’s not the crowd on the outside that’s accusing us; it’s our own selves 
becoming our own accusers. We tell ourselves that, “This is not available to me. There are a lot of people who can do 
that but I just can’t do that. I’m too far gone. I’ve messed up too much. I’m too far on the outside.” We become our own 
accuser. 

This is what Zacchaeus does. He stands before the Lord and says, 
 

“Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I restore it fourfold.” 
 
Zacchaeus looks and says, “You know what? I’ve spent so much of my time trying to find validation from the 

people, and trying to earn their respect, and it’s gotten me nowhere.” In that moment, when the crowd is barking out 
that he doesn’t deserve it and that he’s up to no good—Zacchaeus doesn’t acknowledge them anymore. He focuses on 
Jesus, and he says, “Jesus, this is what I give you. If I’ve defrauded anyone, I give it back fourfold. And half of everything I 
have, I’m going to give it to the poor.” Zacchaeus, in that moment, shows what true faith is, when he rejects the voice of 
the crowd and he says, “I’m going to let my fruit prove my faith. I’m going to show you how I respond to faith.” 

The next thing we see is how Jesus responds to Zacchaeus. I thought this was peculiar as I was reading it because 
it didn’t seem to flow. It says, “Today salvation has come to his house, since he also is a son of Abraham.” I wondered 
why Jesus was talking to Zacchaeus but He was talking about him in the third person. Jesus didn’t say, “Today salvation 
has come to your house because you are also a son of man.” He was talking to Zacchaeus and He said, “Today salvation 
has come to this house, for he is a son of man.” I sat on this and I prayed about it and I thought, “Lord, why is this in the 



third person?” There are two points that came out of this. One, Jesus was letting Zacchaeus know that He didn’t hear 
the accusations of the crowd either. He was addressing Zacchaeus in third person, as if to the crowd but to Zacchaeus. 
Secondly, Jesus was letting Zacchaeus know how He would declare him before his accusers, a son of Abraham and saved 
by faith. He was speaking to Zacchaeus but about him at the same time. It’s in third person because Jesus is saying, “You 
focus on me and I’m going to focus on you, and we’re going to push this crowd out. Before the Accuser, I’m going to 
stand before him, and say that today salvation has come to this house and he is a son of Abraham, by faith.” It’s 
powerful. The crowd is telling Zacchaeus the exact opposite. They are telling him that he’s not a true Jew and that this is 
outside of him. But in this moment, Jesus has come before him and said, “This is how I’m going to declare you before 
your accusers. I’m going to find you as a son of Abraham.” 

One of the commentators I read said this, “Jesus said that it was impossible with man for the rich to enter into 
heaven; but it is possible with God. This is a fulfillment of that promise. Zacchaeus became a joyful giver, thus showing 
God’s impossible work in him, but the young ruler went away sorry, holding on to his riches.” How is that? We look at 
the story of the rich ruler and we have this man who has followed the commandments all his life. He’s been pursuing the 
rules and pursuing the legal actions and requirements of a Jew, and then when Jesus says, “The last thing you have to do 
is you have to submit it all to me,” he doesn’t do it. He can’t do it. Jesus said, “It’s harder for a man with wealth to enter 
the kingdom of God than it is for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle,” but “What’s impossible with man is 
possible for God.” Then, He walks into Jericho and He finds a sinful man who hasn’t obeyed the Law, who is the same 
kind of man with the same kind of wealth, and He shows what is possible with God. A sinful man completely outside of 
the Law can be affected by Christ, and when his heart really changes he can look at Jesus and say, “You know what? I see 
you and I know what it is going to cost me. I know it’s going to cost me everything and you are absolutely still worth it. 
I’m still going to give it all to you.” That’s the power of real transformation. Everything in Zacchaeus’s life didn’t change 
all at once, but immediately there was a heart change and there was fruit that showed up. And undoubtedly, as weeks, 
and months, and years went by, in Jericho, the people who grumbled, and griped, and complained, and who said that 
Zacchaeus wasn’t changed, couldn’t say that anymore. The longer he lived and continued to pursue Christ and His ways, 
and gave, the fruit proved what really happened inside Zacchaeus’s heart. No doubt, even more salvation and more 
came to the Gospel through Zacchaeus’s testimony in Jericho. But he chose not to listen to his accusers in that moment. 
He just continued to pursue Christ. 

Lastly, in verse 10, it says, 
 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
This is Jesus putting a stamp on everything, before He goes into Jerusalem and goes up onto the hill that He 

created, and puts himself on the cross. He’s saying, “This is what it’s all about. The Son of Man came to seek and to save 
the lost.” In the city of Jericho, with approximately two million people coming to Jerusalem for the Passover, He came 
for one man; the one sheep out of the ninety-nine. Sweeping the city for that one lost coin. He came to seek and to save 
the lost. 

At the same time, He is fulfilling prophecy. If we go back to Ezekiel 34:16, speaking of the Lord, he says, 
 

“I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will 
strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 
 
In verse 1 of that same passage, he says, 
 

“For thus says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep (and I will find them).” 
 
He’s saying, “This is it. I’m fulfilling the prophecy. I’m satisfying the Law. I’m coming to seek and save the lost. I, 

myself, will be the shepherd of my sheep and I will come and save them for my glory alone.” He’s putting His stamp in 
Jericho before He goes into Jerusalem. 

So, we are going to break this down into three takeaways, alright? 
The first takeaway out of the story of Zacchaeus is that Zacchaeus didn’t invite Jesus. Jesus called him by name. 

We hear people say things like, “When I found Jesus,” or “When I decided to get saved,” but listen, Zacchaeus was 
drawn to the character and power of Christ but Jesus closed the gap. Whatever influences, circumstances, changes of 
your heart, or whatever you want to call it, it was divinely orchestrated by Jesus and nothing more. 



C.S. Lewis wrote a book called Surprised By Joy. In that book, Lewis was writing about his conversion from the 
faith of Atheism to Christianity and what a struggle that was. He said of his struggle, “At least the prodigal son came back 
on his own two feet. I came back dragged kicking and screaming.” I’m sure a lot of us can relate to the way that C.S. 
Lewis felt, but he wrote this of how he came to faith. He was in a cab, going through the city, and he had been digging in 
Scripture and trying to pick it apart. He says, “I got on the bus an Atheist and I got off the bus a Christian.” That’s how 
quickly it happened and this is how he explains it. 

 
I became aware that I was holding something at bay, or shutting something out. Or, if you like, that I was wearing 
some stiff clothing, like corsets, or even a suit of armour, as if I were a lobster. I felt myself being, there and then, 
given a free choice. I could open the door or keep it shut; I could unbuckle the armour or keep it on. Neither choice 
was presented as a duty; no threat or promise was attached to either, though I knew that to open the door or to 
take off the corset meant the incalculable. The choice appeared to be momentous but it was also strangely 
unemotional. I was moved by no desires or fears. In a sense I was not moved by anything. I chose to open, to 
unbuckle, to loosen the rein. I say 'I chose,' yet it did not really seem possible to do the opposite. 
 
That’s the way Christ comes for us. We feel like we have this choice that is overwhelmingly open, but if we look 

at it, it’s almost like this illusion of choice, where we see the grace and the mercy and who Christ is, and we look at that 
option, versus the death and the misery of trying to do this life on our own, and we go, “Is it really a choice? It would be 
senseless to do the opposite.” That’s what happened in C.S. Lewis’s life, where he said he felt so free, that he had the 
ability to make this choice, but if he looked at it there was no way he could choose anything but Jesus. 

Secondly, Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus was unashamed. He didn’t care what the people thought and he didn’t 
care if it was beneath him to climb a tree. He came to Jesus like a child and his response to salvation was one of 
immediate repentance and his actions reflected the immediate change in his heart. The rich ruler might have received 
Jesus’ offer joyfully had it cost him nothing. Zacchaeus received Jesus although it seemingly cost him everything. 

One thing you can hear at Red Oak just about every other week, because we believe it so strongly, is that 
salvation cost you nothing but to be a disciple will cost you everything. The difference between Zacchaeus and the rich 
ruler who had obeyed the laws his entire life is that he knew what it was going to cost him and he said, “I still choose 
you. I still choose Jesus.”  

The last point is that Jesus is not concerned with the impression that His association with Zacchaeus might make. 
Jesus continues to get as close as it takes for the lost to know the grace of God. If we reflect on our lives…my kids are 
very smart and I have one who is also pretty crafty. Sometimes they don’t want to sleep in their beds at night so there 
are a lot of excuses around bedtime about why they think they need to be in our room. I tell them, “You don’t sleep in 
mom and dad’s bed. You have to sleep in your own bed.” Then, quickly, somebody comes down with something and 
they don’t feel good. Now they are sick and it’s, “Oh, I just need to sleep with you guys,” and I’m like, “No, if you are sick 
you are definitely not sleeping with me tonight. You’re going to sleep somewhere else. I know what you’re doing. I know 
that you’re manipulating the situation. I know what you’re trying to do.” Then, when it all unfolds and I get down to the 
root of it, I just have a kid who is scared of the dark. He has so much anxiety about it sometimes that he feels the need 
to try to manipulate to get close and to find comfort. But what I have to battle in my own heart as these things come up, 
is that I don’t become hard to it, where it happens and I respond with, “You’re just manipulating me again. There’s 
always an angle with you. I just have to figure out what it is.” 

I think that we as believers do that in the Church sometimes. We have people that we know need Jesus and they 
come around. Sometimes they come around for seasons and they are just here for a while, then they go away. They will 
come back around and we will say, “See, the money just ran out. You’re just in a tight spot again. You are just looking to 
use us.” The problem with the crowd is that even though the crowd was standing right next to Jesus, and associating 
with Jesus, they still couldn’t see Zacchaeus with the same eyes as Jesus. We, as a church, have to be careful as we 
associate ourselves with Jesus and we walk with Him, that we are faithful to see people with the same eyes as He does. 
That we don’t see them like the crowd does and say, “What’s the angle? I know there’s something here.” We can’t be 
those people. We have to receive them with open arms and say, “You know what? It doesn’t matter. Keep coming back. 
I’m not worried about it.” 

When I get on stage, sometimes I have this fear like, “Am I going to screw this up? Am I going to embarrass 
myself?” There is a difference between being fearful of being up on stage and being fearful of wrongly handling the 
Word of God. I should be far more fearful of handling His Word wrongly, because of the consequences that requires, as 
opposed to just messing up on stage. As the body of Christ, we should be far more fearful of how we handle God’s 
people than what that association might look like. We need to be sure that we are handling His people well and loving 



them well, and pursuing them, and seeing them with the same eyes that Jesus does. They are invaluable, they are 
immeasurably worthy, and we need to continue to show them grace, and the same amount of grace that Christ showed 
us when we were outside the fold and we were brought in. 

So, tonight, whether you feel like Zacchaeus and you are kind of on the outside, know that the same miracle that 
was worked in him, the same impossible work that was done in Zacchaeus, is available to you. Past circumstances don’t 
matter. It doesn’t matter how far on the outside you may feel. That same grace is available to you. If you are here 
tonight and you feel like you might be associated with the crowd, we also need to seek Jesus and ask Him to give us eyes 
to see people the same way that He does—people who are the same as Zacchaeus, and they may have manipulated, and 
they may have continued to abuse the system, and they may have even wronged us, as he had probably wronged the 
majority of this crowd. We need to continue to go back and show them grace and we need to invite them into this 
community. 

Church, let’s pray. 
Father,	we	thank	you	so	much	for	your	Word.	We	are	thankful	for	the	authority	of	Scripture,	that	through	

the	mouths	of	men	that	you	can	let	your	Holy	Spirit	move	and	you	invite	us	to	be	a	part	of	it.	Lord,	you	have	given	
us	a	great	commission	to	go	out	and	seek	and	save	the	lost	the	same	way	that	you	did.	Father,	I	pray	that	especially	
as	we	start	to	reflect	on	this	holiday	season,	and	your	life	and	what	you	came	to	this	Earth	to	do,	that	we	will	
continue	to	examine	our	hearts	and	be	sure	that	we	are	aligned	in	the	same	way,	and	that	we	are	also	seeking	the	
lost,	to	share	the	Gospel	with	them,	and	to	bring	them	into	you.	Father,	for	those	here	who	feel	on	the	outside,	I	
pray	that	we	would	welcome	them	with	open	arms,	and	that	your	Holy	Spirit	moves	in	them,	and	that	you	come	
and	show	them	your	grace.	Lord,	that	this	church	would	be	a	church	that	continues	to	pursue	you	and	pursue	the	
people	that	you’ve	called.	Lord,	we	love	you	and	we	praise	you.	To	you	be	the	glory.	Amen.	

 
(JC Christensen) 
The blind beggar was expecting something, right? In his gut he was like, “When is he going to pass my way?” 

Right? “I know who He is. That’s the Son of David and I heard He has mercy, and I heard He gives it.” That had to have 
done something to Zacchaeus, right? It changed his world and turned things upside down. All the wealth that he had and 
all of a sudden he was like, “I’ll start off just by giving half of it to the poor.” Then, think about all the people that he has 
cheated. Think about the fact that he only has half his wealth left. He says, “I’m going to pay them fourfold. I’ll spend the 
rest of my life serving other people. I’ll give out everything I’ve got and I’ll still owe you some, because I found somebody 
who loves me. I found somebody who gives mercy and grace above and beyond anything that I could ever have asked 
for; anything that I ever could have imagined. It’s in His eyes. And sure enough, when I’m standing in that tree and He 
walked by, He looked at me.” 

We get this awesome opportunity every week with these little kids. Jesus said, “Let them come,” right? Let them 
come. It’s called Pinwheel151. It’s amazing. I wonder how many of those little kids get to look across the table at 
somebody who has these same eyes that Zacchaeus saw. “I love you, son. I’ll have mercy on you, because mercy was 
shown to me and I want to pass that along.” Zacchaeus said, “I’m indebted for the rest of my life. I’d sell everything that 
I have. I’ll give up whatever it cost me to make sure that these things happen.” That’s the message that we’re hearing 
tonight. It’s the message that was expectant in that heart of Zacchaeus. Dads, I just want to call you one more time to 
make this Christmas special. Let everybody in your family know that you’re pumped about this coming, because it’s 
going to be even more awesome than the first one. It’s truly a magnificent thing. Right?
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Welcome, we are glad to have you. We meet Sundays at 6pm. Pinwheel, the tutoring program, is a partnership 
between Red Oak Church, Snowbird Outfitters, and several other churches in the community, including Christ 
Community, Andrews United Methodist, Providence Presbyterian in Murphy, and others. I don’t want to miss a church 
but it’s sort of a group effort of churches in the area. Here is one of the things that’s a priority for Pinwheel, one-on-one 
tutoring. So, when your kid comes here they are going to get one-on-one tutoring. You probably already know that if you 
are a parent and your kid is in Pinwheel. The second thing that we have to tell you is that it is Gospel-centered, which 
means that we are going to talk about Jesus, because it’s all about Jesus. Whether you follow Jesus or not, tonight we 
want you to know this; the most important thing about who you are is going to be what you do with Jesus, now and 
through the course of your life. So, what Pinwheel tutoring does is we focus on helping those kids do better in school 
and we also focus on teaching them about Jesus. We don’t apologize for that. We do it because we love them, and we 
love you, and we love this community. So, thank you for entrusting your kids to us for a couple of hours each week. It’s 
been awesome to see this program take off. So, welcome. 

I’m going to share from God’s Word. We are studying through the book of Luke and we are going to be in Luke 
19 tonight. I promise that I’m not a long-winded preacher. We are probably streaming live on Facebook. I don’t know. I 
hope that’s okay with you. They won’t see anything but the top of the back of your head. Is that cool? That’s all that the 
worldwide web will see. The other thing that I want to do for Red Oak’s members is give you an update on the Honduras 
trip. We just got back from Honduras. Right now, our church has people in Uganda, and India, and we just brought a 
team back from Honduras. We do a lot internationally with our actual members, where we go and serve. Last week, you 
were praying in church because we weren’t sure we were going to get to leave Honduras. They shut the airport down. 
I’m not kidding, they were burning stuff in the streets. It was the wild, wild west down there. We tried to downplay it in 
our group so that there wouldn’t be an onset of panic, but it was pretty crazy. There was a lot of civil unrest going on in 
the country. I thought our election stuff was nuts last year but that was nothing. These people were burning stuff in the 
streets. But the Lord worked it out. The people there came to me and said, “We want to take you to the airport at 2am. 
We will leave here at 2:00 and get to the airport about 4:00. The protests are pretty dead between 2am and sunup.” I 
said, “Here are your two choices: I’m not driving through a war zone at 2am in a third world country with a bunch of 
twenty-year-old kids whose parents I have to answer to. Also, I’m not going to get out of bed at 2am to catch a flight 
that’s at 2pm the next day. So, we can either leave at 5am and roll the dice and take our chances or you can house us 
indefinitely until this unrest ends.” They were like, “We’ll leave at 5. That’ll be good.” Our group eats a lot and that 
would cost them. But, we had an awesome week. There are about five hundred kids in that orphanage. We go down 
there every year and we had a great week. We thank y’all for praying. It was touch and go there for a minute. We were a 
little concerned if we were going to get home on time. 

Alright, Luke 19. We are going to start in verse 11. I’ll just read the story on down through verse 27. It’s a pretty 
lengthy passage but it’s a really cool story. 

 
“As they heard these things, he proceeded to tell a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem, 

and because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately.” 
 
Here’s the background. When Jesus tells parables a couple of things are happening. One, when He tells a parable 

what He is going to do is take something that’s familiar and teach us something that’s unfamiliar. For instance, most of 
us are probably familiar with the parable of the sower. If you are not familiar with that story, it’s a story where Jesus 
talks about this man who throws out seed. He is sowing seed and some of the seed falls on good soil, and some of the 
seed falls on rocks, and some of it gets shallow roots, and some of it gets eaten by the birds or scorched. This was an 
agricultural society that knew about farming and planting. So, Jesus would take something that was familiar and teach 
something that was unfamiliar. 

In the passage tonight, Jesus is going to tell us at the beginning what the parable is about. Sometimes, before He 
even tells the parable He will tell us why He is telling us the parable. So, Jesus tells us why He is going to tell this parable. 
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In the first verse, the word ‘because’ is mentioned twice. It says He started to tell a parable because He was near 
Jerusalem. Anytime there is a ‘because’ that’s significant and we need to know why He is saying it. Second, it was 
because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. Here is why those two ‘becauses’ matter. 
First, He’s telling it because they are getting close to Jerusalem. About ten chapters earlier, in Luke 9, the Bible says that 
Jesus ‘sets His face’ toward Jerusalem. What was significant about Jerusalem is that that is where Jesus was going to go 
to the cross and die. The whole reason that Jesus came into the world was to go to the cross on His own terms, by His 
own authority, and lay His life down and die for our sin. He shed His blood so that His blood might cover the sin of man. 
That was His purpose. So, in Luke 9, ten chapters—a good bit of time before this story—Jesus starts to focus on 
Jerusalem. So, He’s moving through all these different towns and cities, but ultimately He is making His way toward 
Jerusalem. Jesus was kind of zigzagging around the country and He was preaching and telling people this message, “I’m 
God and I have come in the flesh to save people from their sin,” and He was going from city to city but He was ultimately 
making His way to Jerusalem. That’s where He’s going to lay His life down. That’s the first thing. He is now getting close 
to Jerusalem. So, this parable He is going to tell, this story—a parable is a story that helps us to understand something 
that we don’t already know—is going to help us understand the significance of Jesus going to Jerusalem. Why is He going 
to Jerusalem? 

The second ‘because’ is that “they supposed that the kingdom of God was going to appear immediately.” So, 
you have all these people—Jesus is going around healing people, raising people from the dead, and He is preaching—
and they think that He’s going to be the king. He is saying things like, “I’m building a kingdom,” and they are thinking 
that He’s going to overthrow and conquer Rome and then He’s going to establish a secure, safe city-state, and they are 
going to be a world power again. But what Jesus is doing is that He is establishing a heavenly kingdom that is going to 
last forever, that’s more about being with Jesus forever, and ever, and ever, than it is about freedom from Rome. So, 
those are the two reasons that He’s going to tell the story. 

Now, one of the things that will happen oftentimes is that people will misunderstand Jesus. A lot of times Jesus 
will do something and people will just be blown away, “That was crazy. That was awesome.” I remember meeting a guy 
earlier this year when I was speaking at a men’s even up near D.C. I was up there preaching to a group of men in D.C. 
and there were Pentagon workers. I don’t have a college degree and I was preaching to really, really smart people. It was 
real intimidating. And this guy came up to me afterward and he said he enjoyed the message. We started talking and I 
asked, “What do you do?,” and he said, “I work in the FBI.” I asked, “What do you do in the FBI?,” and he said, “I work 
with the hostage rescue team.” That’s a tier 1 group of operators that kick doors in and do things that guys like me kind 
of dream about. Like last week in Honduras, I slept spooning an AK47. I was like, “If it goes down, I’m going down like a 
pirate. Pow! Pow!” But this guy was with the hostage rescue team and that’s legit. He started telling stories and then he 
invited me, and Muggs, and Spencer to come out and shoot at the hostage rescue team’s range. So, we got to go to 
where these three HRT operators put us through these shooting courses. It was one of the coolest days of my life. We 
shot up about twelve hundred rounds of ammunition a piece on the Federal Government taxpayer’s dollar. Thank you 
very much to all of you. We appreciate it. It was a good day.  

Now, in meeting this guy and talking to him, we came to learn that before he was a hostage rescue operator 
that he was the pastor of a church out in Durham and he has his doctor of theology. He got frustrated in church ministry 
and was like, “I’m going to go do something else,” and he became an FBI agent. It’s a crazy story. But, a lot of times you 
will meet somebody and you will have a first impression and think something about them and then you will find out they 
have this whole other life. Sometimes it’s good and sometimes it’s bad.  

People would misidentify and misinterpret Jesus all the time. He would walk on water or He would raise 
somebody from the dead and they’d see that He had great power. But they would miss the point that this man was God. 
Jesus is God. That’s why He did the things He did. Jesus wasn’t just a great person or a great prophet. He wasn’t just a 
great example. Jesus was God in the flesh. So, as He was getting close to Jerusalem and He was telling this story, people 
were saying, “We want to make you our king.” He was like, “I’m not that kind of king. Let me tell you a story that will 
help you understand who I am and what I’m about.” So, He’s going to help us understand who He is and what He’s 
about. The moral of the story with Jesus is always that Jesus is the way, Jesus is the truth, Jesus is the life, and nobody 
comes to the Father except through Jesus. Nobody was unclean enough that Jesus couldn’t touch them, and purify 
them, and cleanse them. Nobody was dead enough that Jesus couldn’t bring them back to life. Nobody was blind 
enough that Jesus couldn’t make them see. Nobody was so far gone in their sin that Jesus couldn’t bring them back from 
that sin and give them freedom from that sin. That’s what He was about. 

So, Jesus was building a kingdom out of losers, deadbeats, drug addicts, and prostitutes. People were freaking 
out right after this, and they were earlier in the story, too. People were freaking out and they were saying, “All Jesus 



does is hang out with sinners.” Yeah, He hangs out with sinners because He said that good, self-righteous people don’t 
need a savior. They’ve already got it figured out. Jesus is the Savior for lost and hurting people, so He’s telling this story 
to help us understand that. All of history has pointed to this one moment. All of world history has waited on the coming 
of Jesus. All of Israel’s history had prophesied and taught for about two thousand years. Up until this point, people had 
been writing and saying that Jesus, the Messiah, is going to come into the world. All of history was sort of pointing 
toward this and what these people were wanting to do is kind of rewrite history by making Jesus fit into their lives the 
way they wanted Him to fit into their lives. That’s what people do today. People do this all the time. They’re like, “Well, I 
want Jesus on my terms. I’m going to call myself a Christian and then I’m going to determine what that means and what 
that looks like. I’ll determine my own Christianity.” That’s not how it works. Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 
What we do is we submit to Him, and we obey Him, and we lay our lives down before Him. That’s the only option He 
gives us. So, Jesus is going to tell this story to help us understand who He is. 

 
“He said therefore, ‘A nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and 

then return. 13 Calling ten of his servants, he gave them ten minas…’” 
 
If you look in the footnotes, that’s like three months’ wages. So, if you did minimum wage, which is about eight 

bucks an hour, for three months, forty hours a week, that’s a pretty good chunk of money. I’d be cool with that. He gives 
each of them one mina. There were ten guys and he gave each of them one mina. By the way, each one of them gets the 
exact same gift. This is going to be a parallel, or an illustration, of salvation. Everybody who gets Jesus gets Him the 
same. If your grandmama was a really good Christian, you don’t get more of Jesus than a person whose grandmama was 
not a really good Christian. If you are a former addict, if you pushed needles, if you are a victim of abuse, Jesus saves you 
and you get the same exact Jesus that a kid who grew up in a Christian home gets. Jesus doesn’t show favoritism. He’s 
not nicer to some people than He is to other people. He sees people in one of two categories, lost and under the blood 
of Jesus. And the goal is that you move from being lost and in your sin to being under the blood of Jesus. That’s the goal. 
It doesn’t matter where you’ve been or what you’ve done, when Jesus comes into your life He puts things that are 
wrong right. That’s what He does. So, each of these people in the story gets the exact same thing. They get one mina. He 
says to them, 

 
“Engage in business until I come.” 

 
So, He gives them this money. Remember, this is a parallel. This man gives them some money and then says, 

“Now, go make this money make money.” Some people are really good at that but I’m not. If you give me money I am 
really good at spending it. Really good. I already have a list of things I’d like to buy. Some people are really good at taking 
money and making more money. So, he says, 

 
“‘Engage in business until I come.’ 14 But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, 

saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’ 15 When he returned, having received the kingdom, 
he ordered these servants to whom he had given the money to be called to him, that he might know 
what they had gained by doing business. 16 The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made 
ten minas more.’ 17 And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a 
very little, you shall have authority over ten cities.’ 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has 
made five minas.’ 19 And he said to him, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’ 20 Then another came, 
saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid away in a handkerchief…” 
 
This is the guy I relate to. He’s like, “Ooh, if I keep this in my pocket I’ll spend it,” so he wraps it up and puts it in 

his shoebox, or his sock drawer, or something. 
 

“I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap 
what you did not sow.” 
 
Let’s stop right here. We said that parables take people from what’s familiar—Jesus will tell a story that’s 

familiar to people and then from that He will help them learn something new. What’s familiar here is a lot of people 
think that there’s sort of a historical background and that the story He is telling parallels something that had just 



happened with the Roman king and a local king named Herod. People would kind of recognize the story. But that’s not 
the point of the story. The point of the story is that Jesus is teaching them something about himself. That’s what Jesus 
wants them to learn. So, what He’s doing is He is using money, “This man gave each person three months’ wages and 
then he went away. When he came back, what people had done with that gift determined their relationship to the 
man.” It’s a parallel or it’s a story that helps us understand Jesus giving us salvation. Many of us have professed faith 
with our mouths, we’ve confessed Christ as Lord, and we’ve been baptized. I love baptizing people. People at Red Oak 
will tell you—when I baptize it’s a violent affair. I like to try to hit the bottom of the creek with that person’s shoulder 
blades so that they are good and wet. Baptism is symbolic of going into the grave with Jesus and I want to try to splash 
people on the other side of the bank. We about go swimming, don’t we? Don’t we Kala Hill? I put your shoulder blades 
on the bottom of that river. Because when Jesus came out of the ground His resurrection was authoritative. So, when 
we are baptized with Jesus, we are raised with Jesus, it’s a symbolic act. 

So, what you have a lot of times in our society and our culture are people who want to take Jesus and make a 
profession, “I got saved” or “I got baptized,” but then they don’t submit their lives to Jesus. So, what He’s doing is He is 
painting this picture of Jesus giving us salvation, “Here you go. This is free.” Red Oak people, does salvation cost you 
anything? No, it’s free. How many times is it free? One time. Christ gives us salvation and it’s free. You come to Jesus 
and it costs you nothing but it cost Him everything. But the day that you put your faith and your trust in Jesus, from that 
day forward it costs you everything. Because you turn your back on this world, you turn your back on what this world 
offers you, and you give your life wholeheartedly to Jesus and you follow Him. Does that mean that you’re going to be 
perfect? No, some days it means you are going to fall flat on your face as a Christian. When you fall flat on your face you 
are going to get back up and maybe someone is going to have to help you up. That’s why it’s critical that you have godly 
people around you who can help you up. Maybe it’s critical that you have godly people around you who will sometimes 
knock you down. I have some godly friends in my life and sometimes they help me up but other times they knock me 
down, because they’re like, “Hey, dude, you’re out of control. Stop it. Snap out of it.” Because the body of Christ is all 
about helping each other to follow after Jesus. 

So, Christ is painting this picture where salvation is given. The minas, or the money—I think the King James 
Version says ‘pounds’—say dollars or whatever. Here’s the thing, we have this mentality in Western North Carolina and 
throughout the Bible Belt—my family has been born and raised in Western North Carolina five or six generations back. 
We are churchgoing people. We have this mentality that we give Jesus ten percent of our money and then we give Him a 
little bit of time on Sunday. What’s happening here is we are being shown a picture of Christianity where it’s not like we 
give Jesus ten percent; we recognize that He owns it all. Our job is to take what He owns and do our best to make wide, 
Gospel impact with it. That’s why we do Pinwheel, to impact the community. That’s why we plant churches in India. 
That’s why we’re praying about planting churches not too far from here. We are looking to plant a church soon. That’s 
why we are trying to impact communities—because we want to take what Jesus has given us and use it to the best of 
our possible abilities. So that we can impact more people. Jesus didn’t save you so that you could show up here on 
Sunday and sit on a pew. I’ve seen places in churches in Africa, where our people are working over there in Uganda right 
now, and there are hard, wooden logs that people are sitting on. I’ve thought, “That’s what I’m talking about. Ain’t 
nobody falling asleep on that log. Nobody is getting too comfortable.” We’ve got it made. We have comfortable seats in 
a comfortable climate-controlled room. Thank God for that tonight because it’s cold out there. We can sit here and hear 
the Word of God but the danger for the American Christian is that we sit here and we don’t do anything with it. The 
point of the story is, “What are you going to do with what you’ve been given?” Jesus has given us much and He’s said, 
“To whom much is given much is required.” What are you doing with your life? Do you spend more time wishing you 
had more money than you do wondering how you could spend what you do have to impact your neighbor? Do we spend 
more time wishing we had more energy than we do asking, “How can I take what I have and impact people around me?” 
That’s what the point of the story is. 

Now, there are a couple of observations. The first one is this; there is going to be a day of reckoning for all 
people. Everyone is going to give an account. Every one of us falls into one of these categories. Salvation is free but then 
we are going to give an account for what we do with Jesus. That’s the first point. 

The second point is that Jesus places an emphasis on works, but listen, salvation is not by works. Yet, as a 
Christian my life should be lived in such a way that I am doing the works that Jesus would have me to do. I’m doing the 
work of the Lord. Some people have put it this way; it’s like we are the hands and the feet of Jesus. You are doing the 
work that Jesus would have you to do. 

The third thing is that when I stand before God and I give an account for my life—listen to me—every single one 
of us is going to do this—we are going to stand before Jesus and we are going to give an account for what we did with 



our lives. When that happens, there will be no excuses accepted for anything in our lives. I won’t be able to say, “Well, I 
was abused a kid,” or “I went bankrupt,” or “I had a bad situation.” I can’t give an excuse before God because what God 
has done through the work of Jesus is that He has given me a way out of the brokenness of this world. A lot of us had a 
bad shake in life but Jesus is the way out of that. Jesus is the hope of the world. Jesus is the only hope for all of us. So, 
there are no excuses before God. We get that excuse idea from the third guy in the passage. He’s like, “I put the money 
in a napkin and I hid it.” Why did he do that? Listen to what his excuse is. 

 
“I was afraid of you, because you are a severe man. You take what you did not deposit, and reap 

what you did not sow.’ 22 He said to him, ‘I will condemn you with your own words, you wicked servant! 
You knew that I was a severe man, taking what I did not deposit and reaping what I did not sow? 23 Why 
then did you not put my money in the bank, and at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ 
 
This man has an excuse and the king says there are no excuses. “You should have at least put it in the bank. It 

would have collected interest.” There are no excuses before the Lord. The fourth point is this; there is and will be an 
eternal division for those who are received into the kingdom of God and those who are cast into eternal separation from 
God. In other words, Heaven is real, because the Bible teaches it, and Hell is real, because the Bible teaches it. At the 
end of this story, down in verse 27, he says, 

 
“But as for these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and 

slaughter them before me.” 
 
In another story, in Matthew 25, Jesus tells the story where people are cast into everlasting torment and 

punishment. We know that Hell is real. We don’t apologize that Hell is real; we offer people a way out of it. We say that 
Jesus is the hope of an eternity with Him rather than an eternity separated from Him. The fourth point of that story is 
that there is a legitimate reality that people are going to spend eternity in one of two places—all people. 

So, we keep going, and I want to look at these three guys and that’s how we will wrap it up. The first guy takes 
what we will call a dollar, okay? I’m not good with math and we’ve already established that. So, this man takes his dollar 
and turns it into ten or eleven dollars. I don’t know if he turned it into ten or eleven dollars but he made ten, okay? 
That’s pretty good. He was real faithful and he maximized his gift. The second guy didn’t have quite the numerical 
turnaround as the first guy. He turned his dollar into five, but that was solid. 

Here’s a lesson; don’t compare the ministry impact that you are having with the ministry impact that someone 
else is having. Don’t sit back and think that the other guy is doing a lot better than you’re doing. Don’t compare yourself 
to other people. Compare yourself to Jesus. That will drive you towards Him and drive you to be faithful with what 
you’ve been given. Some of you are going to be used to reach a lot of people and maybe some of you won’t reach that 
many people in your life because you won’t interact with that many people in the situation you are living in. Some of 
you might spend most of your time without ever leaving your hometown but some of you God might take to the other 
side of the planet to be a missionary. It’s about being faithful with what we’ve been given. We do know this—these two 
guys gave their entire gift back to the Lord. They didn’t give ten percent of it to Him. That is a big and significant point. 

When the second guy, who turned his dollar into five dollars, shows back up, he doesn’t say, “Here’s fifty cents. 
I’m giving you a tithe.” He doesn’t do that. What does he do? He presents it all. Whatever God gives us, we should give it 
back to Him. Then, what He does is He increases it. Look at verse 24, 

 
“And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the one who has the 

ten minas.’” 
 
So, He takes the one man’s away and gives it to the man who had been most faithful.  
 

“And they said to him, ‘Lord, he has ten minas!’ 26 ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will 
be given, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.” 
 
It’s like, if you give to the Lord of yourself, if you give your life wholeheartedly to the Lord, you are never going 

to regret it. Answer this in your own heart and your own mind—how many mornings of your life have your woken up 
not joyful about where you are in life? How many mornings have you woken up with regret? How many nights have you 



gone to sleep not only in a dark room but in a dark place in your heart and your mind? What He is saying is that when  
you give it all back to Jesus that those moments don’t happen. As you are in the act of giving your life wholehearted to 
Jesus, what happens is that Jesus returns that back to you and He gives you more opportunity for ministry. These men 
don’t say, “I’m going to take what’s mine and then I’ll give a percentage back to the master.” They give it all to Jesus. 
And what does Jesus do? He increases what they are doing. So, the teaching seems clear that if we are faithful with what 
the Lord has given to us, then in time we will see fruit. God will bring about an increase. 

Here’s the application. We all have to be compared to one of these three people. We need to ask ourselves, 
“What am I doing with the gift of salvation?” Here are some observations that are true. Listen to this. These are 
observations that are true of people who are faithful to the ministry that God has called every believer to. I’m going to 
give you nine things. I’m not going to elaborate. 

If you are faithful to take everything that God has given you and to pour your life into others, give back to 
others, give back to the Lord—giving back is not necessarily talking about giving money. We are talking about giving 
yourself to people, caring about people, bringing people into your home, caring about people where they live, going into 
your community and reaching Andrews, Robbinsville, Murphy, Marble, Nantahala, and impacting our communities with 
the love of Jesus. If we are doing that, here is what I guarantee you will happen. Oh, and along the way, sharing the 
Gospel with people. Telling the people the Gospel that there is one way and His name is Jesus. There is no other way to 
salvation. If we are faithful to do that, God is going to be faithful. So, here are some observations that are true to those 
who are faithful to do ministry. I’ve learned some of these in my life experientially but I’ve missed it a lot, so I’ve learned 
it from watching other people do it well. So, here is the promise to believers and this is what you will get in return. 

Number one. Joy. Peter describes it this way; when you give your life wholeheartedly to Jesus you will get joy 
that is “inexpressible and full of glory.” What is glory? The revelation of God in your life. You give of yourself 
wholehearted and you will get joy. This is the season of joy. Yesterday was the last day of deer season and so Tucker and 
I went above Nantahala Lake. There were eleven inches of snow up there. It was Muggs, me, and Tuck. By the time we 
fought the snow and got off the mountain I was cold to the core. I just wanted to go sit by the fire. So, I sat by the wood 
stove and got me a hot drink and we watched a movie. I hadn’t had my phone on since about noon and it was about 
eleven o’clock at night and I got a bunch of texts and calls. I had forgotten that I was preaching at two different churches 
in Atlanta this morning. I had to be at one church that had two campuses and I needed to be at the first campus at 9am. 
That campus was about thirty minutes below the Atlanta airport. All I had thought about after having been in the snow 
was, “I’m going to sleep in tomorrow. I’ll get up late, drink coffee, and get ready for Red Oak,” then it hit me, “I’ve got to 
get up at 5am, and drive to Atlanta, and preach twice.” There was also a thirty minute commute between the two 
campuses. It’s been a whirlwind of a day. It’s been an absolutely crazy day. 

So, I was on the way down there and I pulled into the Starbucks down there in Ellijay because my favorite coffee 
is just a cup of coffee from Starbucks. It’s so good. I pulled into the store and the sign said, “Store closed due to 
weather.” I thought, “There’s weather every day. We always have weather. Every day.” People have quit calling to ask us 
if Red Oak is closed on snow days. Holloway will go on a rant if you do that. So, I’m cool. I drive on down to Canton and 
Woodstock. There is no snow. You can still see a bit in the grass. I pull into the next Starbucks and it is “closed due to 
weather.” I thought, “Oh, they have weather here, too. That’s funny. They have weather right up the road.” So, I pulled 
into Dunkin’ Donuts and got me a cup of coffee. That’s still legit. That’s good stuff. And right on the cup there was a little 
Christmas tree and it said, “Joy.” I looked at my cup of coffee and it hit me, the joy that we are talking about when you 
give of yourself for the sake of the Gospel—you are going to have joy in your life. You may be broke as a joke and you 
may not know where your next meal is coming from but you will have joy. 

Number two. Hope. I have to quit elaborating on these. Each one of these could be its own sermon. Hope. You 
need hope and we need hope. Life without hope is not much of a life. 

Number three. Peace. You will have peace. Joy, hope, peace. That’s pretty good. 
Number four. You will have confidence in God’s plan and provision. Some of you maybe spend more time 

complaining, more time unhappy, than reflecting on God’s goodness and provision in your life. One of the most 
enjoyable people that I am ever around is my mother. My mama just retired from Haywood County School System and 
she’s like, “Well, it’s going to be a struggle at Christmas this year.” I don’t believe her. She has twenty grandkids. Our 
family get-together is nuts. She didn’t retire as a teacher and she’s just going to get a little check. I said, “What do you 
think about all of that?” She said, “It’ll be awesome. I’m going to have to live a little bit tighter and depend on Jesus a 
whole lot more.” That’s one thing I’ve learned from my mama. When my daddy left her I watched her go to the 
bottom—and then just explode back to the top. She just lives joyfully. Joy, peace, hope, and confidence in God’s plan 
and provision. 



Number five. Motivation. The more I do in obedience and faithfulness, the more energy God’s going to give me. 
You be faithful, you serve the Lord, you serve others, and He will give you energy. 

Number six. Love for others. 
Number seven. Humility. 
Number eight. Boldness. When I share Christ, it’s really hard to tell somebody about Jesus, but when I’m faithful 

and I just start saying it, guess what happens? Boom, He gives me the words and the boldness to keep talking and I get 
confident as I go. It’s awesome. Maybe you’ve had that experience before. 

Number nine. If I’m faithful with what He’s given me, He’s going to give me more opportunities to share Christ 
with others. If I take what God’s done for me and I share it with my neighbor, what He’s going to do is give me an 
opportunity to share it with somebody else, and share it with somebody else, and share it with somebody else. If you’re 
a Red Oak member or you are with one of the other churches that partners with Pinwheel, and you are here tonight, the 
challenge for us is this—what more can we do in our community? What more can you do in your home to love your 
family well? What more can you do to share Christ with your neighbors? ‘Tis the season, right? ‘Tis the season for what? 
‘Tis the season for remembering that God became man. 

We sang some songs tonight that a lot of us are probably unfamiliar with. Why did we choose those songs? 
Because every one of them, if you go back and read the lyrics, was about God coming to Earth and becoming man. That’s 
the ultimate gift, isn’t it? So, we give out of that. It’s called stewardship. We take what God has given us and we multiply 
the work of the ministry by giving of ourselves. Amen? 

If you are here tonight and you don’t know Jesus, we would love to talk to you. I’m going to be hanging out 
down front. If you don’t have a relationship with Jesus, I would love to talk to you about it. There are several other 
pastors here. Anyone from Red Oak. Chris, the guy who came up and gave the Advent reading at the beginning. We’d 
love to talk to you—any member here. Anybody on the worship team—Little or Amy—would love to talk with you about 
having a relationship with the Lord and help you understand that. If you need prayer we would love to pray with you. If 
you need help with anything, we would love to pray with you and help you in any way that we can. 

I’ll pray, and then we will close with a couple of songs, and then we will go and eat, which is very important. 
Let’s pray. 

God,	I	thank	you	for	your	Word	and	thank	you	for	helping	us	understand	the	Gospel	through	it	repeatedly,	
over,	and	over,	and	over.	Thank	you	for	letting	us	gather	tonight	in	your	name	and	worship	you	and	study	your	
Word	together.	Help	us	to	make	a	difference	in	our	community.	Help	us	to	share	the	truth	and	the	Gospel	of	Jesus	
with	other	people.	And	God,	for	people	who	are	here	tonight,	if	there	is	somebody	here	tonight	who	doesn’t	have	a	
relationship	with	you,	I	pray	that	tonight	you	would	show	yourself	to	them	in	a	way	that	they	would	want	what	
you’re	offering	and	that	they	would	receive	the	powerful	and	beautiful	gift	of	salvation.	Help	us	to	live	as	
obediently	as	you	would	want	us	to	and	to	be	thankful	and	to	rejoice	in	the	provision	that	you	have	given	us.	We	
love	you,	Jesus,	and	we	sing	these	songs	to	you	now	as	an	offering	of	praise.	In	your	name,	I	pray.	Amen.
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Hello everybody. That was an awesome start to the service with the songs and I appreciate what Matt shared, 

that we are only truly at rest when we are resting in Christ. I know that I needed to hear that. It’s easy going into this 
season for a lot of us, having extended vacation time and not a lot of responsibilities, and having opportunities to just 
hang out and enjoy and indulge, and all the good gifts that go with this season, to forget that true rest—spiritual, 
mental, emotional, physical—true rest is when we are resting in Christ. Remember, it is a blessing. We don’t have a day 
when we coast and we don’t have a day when we take off from Jesus. If anything, given more opportunity and given 
more time, we should press harder into the things of the Lord so that we can then enjoy all those other things for how 
they are intended to be enjoyed in Christ. 

So, if you have your Bibles, go ahead and open to Luke 19. We are going to continue on through our study in 
Luke. I think it’s appropriate because most of our text is dealing with the beginning of Holy Week, the beginning of the 
week of passion, where the Lord is going to lay down His life. Our text tonight starts with Palm Sunday when the Lord is 
riding into Jerusalem. Typically, we would celebrate this around Easter but there are so many things that bookend with 
where this all started. When the angel made his announcements to Mary, when the angel Gabriel comes to this virgin 
girl and begins to tell her the Gospel that is about to take place within her womb. Where God is going to become one of 
us and “God with us,” Emmanuel, will be put together by the power of the Holy Spirit inside of her. This story, this 
Gospel, when Gabriel tells Mary that Jesus will sit on the throne of His father, David, and there will be no end to His 
reign. It all starts there. It all starts with the promise that was made to this young girl. When Christ was born into the 
world and the angels said to the shepherds, “Don’t be afraid, because I am bringing you good news of great joy that will 
be for all the people.” Because born unto us that day was the King, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords, who came to 
take away our sin. That’s what we’re celebrating. 

You will remember that in chapter 9 of Luke, if we go back, remember that Jesus talks to His disciples and He 
asks, “Who do people say that I am?” Then, He says, “Who do you say that I am?” and Peter answers, “You are the 
Christ...you’re the Messiah…you’re our King…you’re the Promised One…you’re the Anointed One…you’re the one that 
all of history has been pointing to,” and Jesus said, “Don’t tell anybody, because the Son of Man, the Messiah, your King, 
must first suffer, be betrayed, be rejected, be killed, and then He will rise.” They didn’t understand it. Then, from that 
point, Luke tells us in chapter 9 that Jesus “set His face” toward Jerusalem. He set His face toward Jerusalem. In 
everything He was doing, He was marching forward to our text tonight, to entering into Jerusalem, because it would be 
in Jerusalem that Jesus would lay down His life. I think the King James Version says “He set His face like flint” toward 
Jerusalem. All the way there, what we have been doing from that point until tonight, as we’ve traveled along with Luke 
through this story, is we’ve seen Jesus healing people, Jesus freeing people from demonic oppression, and we’ve seen 
people being healed by Jesus, and being set free. We’ve seen people being saved like Zacchaeus and given new life in 
Christ. It is all coming to this point, the climax of the story, which starts with Palm Sunday. 

So, Luke 19:28, 
 

“And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When he drew 
near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, 
‘Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever 
yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?” you shall say this: “The 
Lord has need of it.”’ 32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33 And 
as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’ 34 And they said, 
‘The Lord has need of it.’ 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set 
Jesus on it. 36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was drawing near—
already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, ‘Blessed is the King 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!’ 39 And some of the 
Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples.’ 40 He answered, ‘I tell you, if these 
were silent, the very stones would cry out.’” 
 



In the first part of our text we see Jesus and His disciples nearing Jerusalem and He sends them on ahead to go 
find this colt, this foal of a donkey. We know from John’s gospel that what has just taken place, the big event that has 
just taken place, that has shaken the whole nation, is what? Jesus has raised Lazarus from the dead. He raised this man 
from the dead. They removed the stone and Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth.” The dead man walked out of the grave 
and everyone’s minds were blown. They were beginning to see Jesus as this messianic figure, because who else could do 
the things that Jesus was doing. So, this crowd, not just the twelve but this multitude of disciples, is now following Him 
wherever He goes. All of these people that He has picked up along the way, as He has made His way to Jerusalem, are all 
with Him. As they are approaching, He tells His disciples to go get this donkey. This is great because the Triumphal Entry 
is recorded in all four gospels and we get great details on it. We know from the other gospels that He sends them and 
they actually get this foal, this colt, this young donkey and it’s mother, and they bring it in. Whether Jesus just 
sovereignly knows that the donkey is there and that if they say, “The Lord has need of it,” that the owners will let it go, 
or whether Jesus made arrangements earlier with this man and said, “Hey, at some point I’m going to sit on your 
donkey. My disciples will come get it and they will just say, ‘The Lord has need of it.’” However it works out, Jesus 
planned this out before the foundation of time. This was a prophecy that He was fulfilling, that the Messiah would ride 
into Jerusalem on this foal, this colt of a donkey. So, they go and get it and immediately this image of Jesus sitting on a 
donkey sparks and makes alive in the minds of His disciples that this is it, this is what we’ve been waiting for. This is what 
Zechariah talked about five hundred years earlier. The promises are coming true and our oppression is about to end. 

Turn with me to Zechariah and read with me or just listen to it. Zechariah 9:9 says this. Remember, this is when 
the people have come out of captivity and they are rebuilding the walls. Zechariah’s whole letter is written to them to 
not fall back into idolatry, don’t fall back into the ways of your fathers, serve the Lord. And what he holds out to them as 
encouragement for why they wouldn’t fall back into idolatry is the messianic hope; your King is coming, salvation is 
coming, real deliverance is coming. He says this, 

 
“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
    righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 
John lets us know in his telling of the story that we didn’t really get the whole picture, we didn’t really know 

what was going on, we didn’t fully understand this until after the resurrection. But they began to understand to some 
degree that Jesus was fulfilling this prophecy. Jesus is fulfilling Zechariah 9. The Messiah is riding into Jerusalem on the 
foal of a donkey. 

Now, of all the prophecies this would be the easiest one to set up or to make happen. No doubt, Jesus did this. 
Jesus knew the prophecy and He made it happen. He set it up, which is fine, because that’s what He did with all the 
prophecies at some point in history. He knew, as sovereign God. The ones that are tougher to call the shots on are like 
being born of a virgin. You’ve got to be God to do that one. Right? “Hey, they are going to kill me and in three days I’ll 
rise again.” That’s a tough one to pull off if you are not legit, right? But, this just again shows us what Jesus has been 
planning all along. Everything that’s happened is happening according to His divine, sovereign plan. God, as recorded in 
Isaiah, says, “I am God. There is no other. I am God and there is none like me. I have declared the end from the 
beginning and from times past things that haven’t yet happened.” Then, Jesus brings them into reality as He rides into 
Jerusalem on the foal of a donkey, and the people begin to see it. 

At first, it’s His disciples. Picture in your mind that they are traveling from Bethany, over the Mount of Olives, 
and they are going to cross the Kidron Valley to Jerusalem. They are coming up the crest of the mountain and the 
disciples go and get the donkey and they bring it to Him. They put their coats on the donkey and they set Jesus on the 
donkey. They are about to make their approach to Jerusalem and they see the city where the King is supposed to rule 
and reign, and they realize this is it, this is the Messiah, and they begin to cry out, “Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord, even the King.” The other Gospel writers let us know that what they are shouting out is, “Hosanna! 
Hosanna!” This makes such a big scene that we know that people in Jerusalem hear it, and see it, and they come out to 
meet the procession and to join in. And on their way they are cutting off palm branches. Some of the disciples are 
throwing down their cloaks in the road to pay homage, and to show respect, and honor to Jesus. So, picture in your 
mind that they are coming up and they are throwing their coats down on the road. This is the time of Passover, right? 



So, Jerusalem would have swollen by millions as everyone made their yearly pilgrimage to the holy city to make sacrifice, 
to bring a spotless lamb, to celebrate the deliverance out of Egypt. Millions and millions of people are in the city and 
everyone is hearing about this Man who raises people from the dead; this Man who forgives sins. Not just any sins—He 
forgives the lowest of the low, the prostitutes, tax collectors, and adulterers. He’s forgiven them and He’s offering the 
kingdom of God to these people. They hear the commotion, and they come out, and they see what’s happening, and 
they cut down these palm branches. They are waving them in the air and they are moving toward Jesus. As each one 
joins in, the party gets bigger and the celebration gets louder. They are crying out, “Hosanna! Hosanna!” That comes 
from Psalm 118 and in our translations it just says, “Save us!” which is what “Hosanna!” means. It means “Save us,” or 
“Save now.” 

Psalm 118:22, 
 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 
Pause there. That’s one of my favorite verses in the Bible. Let me read it again, 
 

“This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 
That’s a verse to live by. We need to remind ourselves of that every day and remind our face to show it to other 

people. Right? That’s so good. 
My grandfather did this with me. I have very few memories of my paternal grandfather. One is that he took us 

out fishing in the Gulf of Mexico. He hooked a redfish and he went to hand me the pole and I missed it. I missed the pole 
and it went into the ocean. I remember the look on his face. It’s not good. We will reconcile in Heaven. But then, I 
remember him saying this—I remember all the time, every day, he would say this: “What day is it?” As a kid I was always 
too slow and I’d say, “I don’t know. Is it Wednesday?” He’d say, “No, today is the day that the Lord has made.” If we 
start there, then what is there left to do but to rejoice and be glad in it, because He is sovereign over it. As a believer, on 
your worst day God made that day, and He made you, and He has saved you. He’s forgiven you. 

 
“Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 
Here it is. 
 

“Save us, we pray, O Lord!” 
 
“Hosanna, we pray, Yahweh!” 
 

“Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27 The Lord is God, 
    and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
    up to the horns of the altar! 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
    you are my God; I will extol you. 
29 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    for his steadfast love endures forever! 



 
Psalm 113-118 are these Psalms that would be sung or chanted as the pilgrims made their approach to 

Jerusalem. They are getting it and they are seeing that Jesus is fulfilling this. “Blessed is He who comes in the name of 
the Lord, even the King.” This is the promised Messiah. The King is making His way to Jerusalem. 

So, what’s the point? Why donkeys? Why palm branches? It’s a cool picture but what’s happening here. What is 
Jesus communicating? The Psalm writer tells us, He is coming to save and He is coming to deliver. But He’s not coming in 
on a war horse. He’s not coming in on a charger. Not yet. In the first coming, in the first Advent, He comes on a donkey. 
Why? It’s a picture of humility. It’s a picture of lowliness. It’s a picture of meekness. Again, meekness is not weakness, 
right? Meekness is power under control. Jesus comes in humble and meek. All the power in the world, the power of 
God—if He wanted to displace Rome, He would do it. But He came to seek and to save the lost, and in order to do that—
in order to free us not from Rome, not from political oppression, but to free us from the oppression of sin, and death, 
and Hell, it would take laying down His life, and that is the ultimate act of humility. And that is only possible because our 
God and our Savior is humble. He thinks of others. He comes to serve. So, He comes in as a King but not in the way that 
they are expecting. 

Matthew Henry, commenting on this passage, says, 
 

“The laying of palm branches and clothing upon Jesus’ path says that those who take Christ for their King must lay 
their all under His feet.” 
 
Even if these guys didn’t fully get the picture of what was happening, they understood this; Jesus is King and I 

must submit to Him. I must surrender to Him. I think that lesson isn’t something that we just do once. I think if we do 
that once in earnest, if we really surrender to Jesus as King, then it will be something that we do daily. It will be 
something that we fight against but something that we continually do as we see Jesus as our King. If you are a Christian, 
if you’re a child of God, He has brought you into His kingdom and daily we should be saying this; “Hosanna! Save me!” 
We should be saying, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord,” and we should lay ourselves down in front of 
Him to show honor, to show respect, and to worship Him. 

These guys see it but there is still confusion. As they draw near, they say in verse 38, 
 
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the 

highest!” 
 

Kent Hughes, a preacher and commentator, said that these guys didn’t really realize how prophetic they were 
being when they said this. They said, “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” It reminds me, if you turn back to Luke 
2, of the angels announcing the birth of Christ to the shepherds. It says this in Luke 2:10, 

 
“And the angel said to them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 

And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.’ 13 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 

‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!’” 
 

It’s almost the same phrase except they say, “Peace in Heaven.” Kent Hughes, commenting on this, said they 
didn’t realize how prophetic they were being, because in order for there to be peace on Earth there must first be peace 
in Heaven. What they didn’t realize they were saying, as they were asking Jesus to save them, in their minds from Rome, 
so that they could be their own sovereign nation and have a king of their liking; as they are crying out for Him to save 
them, what they don’t realize is that is what He has come to do. He has come to make peace between them and Heaven, 
with the laying down of His life. As our conquering King, He is coming humble to lay down His life, in His humility, to 
absolutely wage war against our greatest enemies, to defeat forever sin, death, and the grave, and to absorb the Hell 
that we deserve. Jesus would make peace between us and God, between Heaven and Earth, so that peace on Earth can 
be made a reality. 

 
“And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples.’” 
 



I love these guys. Maybe they are afraid that Rome is going to see this. I don’t think so, but maybe. Maybe they 
think that if the garrison sees this that it is going to be reported and they are going to get destroyed. Maybe they think 
people are going to die because of this right here. Maybe that’s their motivation but it doesn’t seem so. It seems, in the 
context of all the interaction between Jesus, and the Pharisees, and the elders, and the chief priests, that the offense is 
that they are calling Jesus the Messiah. They are saying Jesus is the King and those guys don’t like that because they 
don’t want a king like Jesus. They don’t want somebody that they can’t control. Then Jesus says to them the famous 
lines, 

 
“If these are quiet, the rocks will cry out.” 

 
Which is just awesome for so many reasons, right? One, because all of creation knows its Creator. All of creation 

groans under the weight of sin and is looking forward to the day when Jesus will ride in on the charger and set all of 
creation free from the curse of sin. Those rocks, at some level, get it—this is our God, this is our Maker. The irony is that 
those guys are dumber than a box of rocks, right? They don’t get it. They are deaf, and dumb, and stupid, but the rocks 
get it. You don’t see it. The donkey Jesus is sitting on knows it and they are blind to it. “I’m your King! I’m your God!” 
They miss it. Jesus says, “If your tongue can’t do it, I’ll create a tongue in the mouth of a rock and it will sing out my 
praise.” God forbid, right? God forbid. How blind and how hard of a heart? Harder than stone. Harder than the rocks in 
the field. They would not recognize their Savior and they would not submit to their God. It’s heartbreaking. 

Matt alluded to it in his Advent devotion. A lot of us are going to be around family this week and over the 
weekend and their hearts are hard toward Jesus. That comes across in different ways, doesn’t it? For some people it’s an 
outright hostile rejection and they are offended by even a conversation about Jesus. Others, on some level, have an 
acceptance of a type of Jesus. They are going to be okay going to the Christmas Eve service. They are going to be okay 
singing songs about Jesus’ coming. But they will not submit to Him. They won’t submit their mind to Him. They won’t 
submit their sexuality to Him. They won’t submit their relationships to Him. They won’t submit their finances to Him. 
They won’t serve Him as King. That is evidence of a heart harder than stone. The good news is that Jesus has power 
greater than making an actual rock cry out. Jesus is the one who said that He can take the heart of stone and make it 
flesh. He can take His law and write it on the heart. So, you and I have the opportunity to be heartbroken for the lost 
and to know that as long as there is breath in their lungs and their heart is beating that there is opportunity for them to 
repent and to surrender to the reality of who Christ is. 

So, the palm branches. It was interesting to try to figure out where this tradition started. Apparently, the palm 
branches mean victory. There was a time between the testaments and if you are familiar at all with the Maccabees there 
was this man named Judas Maccabeus. Apparently, his name meant something like “The Israeli Hammer.” Syria was 
oppressing Israel and this man, in his father’s footsteps, basically had a guerilla army that attacked the Syrians. He 
became so successful, and people kept joining his ranks, so that they were able to win battles and push Syria back to the 
point where Syria conceded and said, “Hey listen, you can have the Temple and you can be free to worship the Lord 
however you want to worship. You can have your religion.” So, Judas Maccabeus came riding into Jerusalem and 
apparently this is when the tradition started. They were beside themselves and to show a picture of victory they started 
hacking off palm branches and waving them, because Maccabeus was a victorious warrior. So, when they saw Jesus 
coming they had the images in mind that, “He’s coming to free us. He’s coming to end the oppression.” They are right 
but they are more right than they know. In studying this, I was still kind of vague on it and was wondering what was the 
big deal with the palm branches. Because, in a minute Jesus is going to be crying. He’s going to be crying because, while I 
think that a multitude of people around Jesus got it, a multitude are His disciples, a multitude of people who are around 
Jesus in this scene are in Heaven right now, but Jesus is going to look at a city with millions of people in it who in days 
will be yelling, “Crucify Him!” They are going to reject their Messiah and reject their King. So, how is this victory? Is this 
just all a show?  

But it led me to Revelation 7. We get a redo. Revelation 7:9 describes John’s revelation as he looked into 
Heaven, 

 
“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, 

from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

 



Do you see it? These people are on the hill, the Mount of Olives, and they are crying out, “Hosanna! Save us!” 
and they don’t get it. They are praying for salvation from Rome but Jesus answers their prayer. Do you see it? He 
answers their prayer. He does save them. Not from Rome but from sin, and death, and Hell, so that they, with us, one 
day are there. I just read our future. We are there. Did you see yourself? Look at the text again. There you are. I’m going 
to be there—taller, skinnier, with hair, and bronze skin. It’s beautiful. I’m there. I’m going to hold a palm branch and I’m 
going to cry out—not “Hosanna!” and not “Save me!” but I’m going to say, “Salvation belongs to Jesus! He did it!” He 
rode in as King, and He humbly laid down His life, and He laid waste to all of our enemies, and He took back up His life so 
that we can be there in that moment, with white robes, spotless, sinless, without condemnation. We will worship our 
God and we will worship our King. We will serve Him for all eternity because He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. 
He is the Messiah. He is the Christ and He does not fail. 

So, back to Luke 19:41, 
 
“And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that you, even you, 

had known on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 For 
the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you 
and hem you in on every side 44 and tear you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And 
they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

 
What’s He doing? He’s prophesying. We see Jesus ride in as King and now we see Him as prophet. He’s standing 

over Jerusalem and He’s prophesying against Israel. He tells us why, “Because you did not know your visitation. Because 
you reject me as Messiah, this will happen to you.” He’s foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple that 
took place in AD70 when Rome did ride in and destroy the city. He’s prophesying against them. In righteousness and 
justice, Jesus will judge the living and the dead. Did you know that? Acts makes it really clear. Jesus is the one who 
judges. The Bible tells us. God makes it clear by raising Him from the dead. He is the one who rose from the dead who 
will judge. Jesus will condemn human beings to an eternity of wrath. But we see, right here, as He’s pronouncing 
judgment over it, what’s He doing? He’s weeping. He’s weeping. God is so far above and beyond our thoughts, but this 
helps. Hell is difficult to think about. It’s really hard to actually meditate on the doctrine of Hell and to think about the 
realities of it; to think about people that you love and care about spending eternity suffering Hell. If we are not careful 
that will shift the way that we view our God. God will be glorified on that day. God was glorified on the day that 
Jerusalem was sacked. But He does not take pleasure in it. He is broken. He weeps over the lost. He weeps over His 
enemies. We see this all throughout Scripture, that justice and mercy run side by side throughout the Bible because they 
are mingled within the heart of God. And here we see the heart of God pouring through the humanity of Jesus as He is 
broken over people who hate Him, who want to see Him dead, and who reject Him. He weeps over them. 

 
Tragedy would soon strike, for Israel had headed down a road that did not lead to peace, but on the contrary, to 
destruction. Judgment would come upon the nation in the events of AD70 but even more frightful in its exclusion 
from the kingdom. 

 
That’s from Stine’s commentary153. Jesus said, “Oh, that you knew the things that made for peace!” Things like 

repentance and submission. These are the things that we need; peace between us and our God, a repentant heart and 
mind that admits our guilt before a holy God, because it’s from that place that we can then throw ourselves at His grace 
and His mercy. He says to the city, “I wish you knew that. I wish you knew repentance. I wish you knew submission. I 
wish you knew what these people are typifying by laying down branches and clothes…that you would surrender to me.” 
But they wouldn’t. 

It might be for you that you’re not a believer; you’re not truly following Christ. Then I would say, don’t reject 
your King. Here, the greatest Prophet ever is prophesying judgment, and notice that warnings about judgment are grace. 
It’s God’s grace that He would warn us. Hear in this warning an opportunity to repent. Don’t let your heart become 
hardened. Today is the day of visitation. You’re alive. Jesus is alive and on His throne because two thousand years ago 
He was born to this virgin girl—fully God and fully man, without sin. He lived a righteous life for you and died a sacrificial 
death in your place so that you could be free. He paid everything and it doesn’t cost you anything to become a believer, 
but it absolutely means that you surrender and follow Jesus with the rest of your life. Don’t hang onto death. Don’t have 
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a white-knuckled death grip on destruction and damnation. Release that, repent of it, let go, and trust in Jesus. 
Surrender to Jesus. And please, see in this Christmas season an opportunity to trust in Christ. 

As a believer, this is how we started this and this is how we should walk in Christ—with a heart that is soft and 
that stands ready to repent. We are going to sin, we are going to rebel, and we are going to reject, and when that sweet 
conviction comes we need to be quick to repent and move forward in grace. 

Verse 45, 
 

“And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold, 46 saying to them, ‘It is 
written, “My house shall be a house of prayer,” but you have made it a den of robbers.’” 
 
So, we see Jesus go into the Temple and we know that this is probably the next day. We’ve seen Him ride in as 

King, and we’ve seen Him prophesying over the city and against the city, and now we see Him go into the Temple. He 
begins to clean it out. Turn over to Mark’s gospel and He gives us a little bit more detail of what happens. Mark 11:15, 

 
“And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold 

and those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats 
of those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17 
And he was teaching them and saying to them, ‘Is it not written, “My house…..”’” 
 
Listen to this carefully. 
 

 “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have 
made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to 
destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. 19 And when 
evening came they went out of the city.” 
 
Jesus goes into the Temple and begins to clean house. It’s Passover. This would have been in the outer court, 

The Court of the Gentiles. The Court of the Gentiles was a provision made by God for people to come and meet Yahweh, 
the one true God. Judaism was set up as a ‘come see’ religion. Don’t be mistaken—it was always, always, always God’s 
plan to save the Gentiles. Judaism should have been evangelical. It was a ‘come see’ religion. Come to the Temple. 
Provision was made for them to draw near. Jesus goes into this court, into what was given by God to be a place of 
prayer, and worship, and evangelism, and it had become a racket. It had become organized crime. What probably 
started as a service to the people had become absolutely corrupt. 

Imagine in your mind that once a year that you are going to make this pilgrimage to Israel, to Jerusalem, and you 
have to bring a spotless lamb, or some doves, or another animal to sacrifice before the Lord. You have to do it. You have 
to pay money and you have to bring these animals in obedience to the Lord. People would travel so far. So, what the 
high priests instituted was that they could raise the animals in Jerusalem and sell them there so that people didn’t have 
to travel with their family and keep the animals alive, or hold on to the pigeons, or whatever that looked like. But it 
didn’t take long until that became absolutely corrupt. Ananias was apparently High Priest during this time and Josephus 
said of him that he was extorting the people. Tradition tells us that sometimes they were charging fifty times the 
amount of what it would cost outside of the Temple to buy a pigeon. I don’t know what the going rate was for a pigeon 
but they were ripping off the people and stealing from the people. They were on purpose disqualifying those who did 
bring their animals and saying, “This one is not suitable. You need to buy this one over here.” They were stealing from 
those that Jesus came to save. The money exchangers were doing the same thing. In the Temple, you had to use the 
right kind of money and everyone was coming from different areas, probably with Roman money, and they had to 
exchange it, and the moneychangers were charging them a high percentage on the exchange rate. They were stealing. 
Ananias, the High Priest, the one whose sole role was to be a mediator between God and man and to bring men before 
God, was oppressing them. So, if this is a ‘come see’ religion that is supposed to attract the nations of the world to the 
one, true, living God, what are they seeing when they get there? Corruption, hypocrisy, and stealing. The poor are 
oppressed. They are kept away from God. And Jesus cleans house. He cleanses the Temple. 

Do you see Him? This isn’t a burst of uncontrolled anger; this is wrath. This is wrath. This is calculated, measured 
wrath against the injustice to the holiness of God and the souls of people, and Jesus won’t stand for it. In fact, this is the 
second time Jesus has done it. He did it at the beginning of His ministry in John 2. That’s the time where it says He 



actually took the time and made a whip of cords. That’s calculated. Right? In His omniscience, He knows whose hide is 
getting that whip on purpose. These are the two things that Jesus is most passionate about; the glory of God, the 
worship of God, and the eternal souls of people. He came to seek and to save the lost. He came for the poor, He came 
for the oppressed, and He came for all the nations. That was always His plan. 

Jesus quotes here from Isaiah 56:7. Listen to it in its fuller context. 
 

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
    to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 
    and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 
    and holds fast my covenant— 
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain, 
    and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 
    will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer 
    for all peoples.” 

 
It’s beautiful and Jesus is fighting for that. He’s cleansing it. Why? So that there’s a clear picture of how to come 

to our God. But Jesus is ultimately the fulfillment of this because He’s the real High Priest, He’s the Great High Priest, 
and He’s the one making the real provision for us to come to our God. Nothing will stand in the way of that. 

Back to Luke 19:47, 
 

“And he was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests and the scribes and the principal men 
of the people were seeking to destroy him, 48 but they did not find anything they could do, for all the 
people were hanging on his words.” 
 
They wanted to stop everything that Jesus was doing. They did not accept Jesus as their King, as their Prophet, 

as their Priest. Jesus comes to lay down His life and to take it back up, so that He could answer their cries on the hill that 
day of, “Hosanna!” He answered that prayer. 

I think this Christmas, as we meditate on the goodness of Jesus as our King, and as the Prophet whose word we 
need to heed, and love, and hide in our heart, and as our Priest who right now makes intercession for us—if Israel, if 
Jerusalem, was a ‘come see’ religion, then what is ours? What is Christianity? It’s ‘go tell.’ Judaism was ‘come see.’ The 
Temple was destroyed in AD70 and Jesus is the fulfillment of that, so what have we all become? Temples of the living 
God where the Holy Spirit takes up residence. Why? Because everywhere you go, you can tell. You can tell this amazing 
story. You can make it clear for people who their God is, who the King is, whose word they should heed, who made the 
sacrifice, who shed His blood and satisfied God’s wrath so that they could be forgiven. 

I’ll say this; what is challenging to me in making application of Jesus cleansing the Temple is that I want to give 
them the benefit of the doubt. They had good intentions to make it easier for people to offer a lamb and some birds. 
“We will sell them right here. We will sell them at cost. We will make a little bit of profit. We will make a little more….” It 
just snowballed. I think that happens in my life. There are times when I absolutely need Jesus to twist that whip and to 
take the time to come into my life and clean house because I am not making it very easy for people to see the goodness 
of the Lord through my own hypocrisy. Whether that’s through the love of money, the love of self, or the pride of life. As 
we go into this season, so many of us are going to be around people that we might only get to see once a year. We have 
opportunities to use the ‘alley oop’ that we heard about earlier—the ‘alley oop’ of just asking, “What are you doing for 
Christmas?” Ask somebody that so that maybe they will be nice enough to ask you back, and you can use it as an 
opportunity share the Gospel. Let us focus on Jesus. Let us press into Jesus. Let’s be ready to repent and to lay ourselves 
before the King so that there is no distraction in our life, so that there is no hypocrisy in our life that would distract 
people from who our real King is. Tell people and share the love of Jesus with family, and friends, and strangers, and 
people you have built a relationship with but haven’t yet spoken the Gospel to them. Let’s be faithful to do that this 
Christmas season. 

Pray with me. 



Lord Jesus, we love you. God, thank you for your Word. I pray that we would be found faithful and that we 
would be passionate about what you’re passionate about—the glory of God and eternal souls. Lord Jesus, thank you for 
humbly laying down your life and taking it back up. Thank you for saving us. I pray that you would use each one of us as 
ministers of the Gospel, to share you this Christmas season. I pray you would give each one of us an awesome 
opportunity to have conversations with somebody who is lost and I pray that you would bring them to repentance and 
faith. I pray for anyone here who is not following you, Lord Jesus, that they would surrender to your kingship and to your 
lordship, for your glory. Lord, you are worthy to be praised. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

 
(Brody Holloway) 
Tonight’s benediction is from 1 Peter 5:10-11, 
 

“And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.”





December 24, 2017 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Brody Holloway 

 
We want to welcome you if you are visiting with us. I think that’s about fifty percent of our crowd tonight. There 

are a lot of faces that we recognize and know but there are a lot we don’t know. So, if you’ve never been here we 
welcome you. I love getting together with God’s people, particularly people that I don’t know. Paul talks in Ephesians 
about the spirit of unity and the bond of peace. Around the time that we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus and around 
the time that we celebrate the incarnation of Jesus it is always fun to get together with people that we don’t know or 
that we don’t typically worship with week to week on Sunday. 

I don’t know if you’ve ever had that experience where you run into somebody and you realize that they are a 
believer. The Spirit sort of bears witness between you and that person and then there’s this connection. It’s this 
powerful thing that we have in Christ that nothing else compares to. So, Christmastime is definitely a time when that 
intensifies. So, welcome. 

We are going to look at Scripture very briefly and then we are going to take the Lord’s Supper together. When 
we take the Lord’s Supper, this is something that’s available for any believer. If you’ve put your faith and trust in Jesus by 
repentance of sin and confession of Christ as Lord, recognizing both His incarnation, as we are celebrating tonight, and 
His resurrection from the dead—biblically, we call the death of Christ ‘substitutionary.’ So, He came into the world and 
became human, as the God-man, so that He could die in our place. That was the whole goal and the whole idea. By 
dying in our place, like what Jenn was reading to the kids tonight, He was able to conquer evil, and badness, and 
sadness. What was the one word that got used?—‘Hateness’ was what Donna Grace used. Jesus conquered ‘hateness.’ 
There’s a lot of hateness still in the world, isn’t there? There’s a lot of hateness still in the world but there is coming a 
kingdom that is going to be ushered in, that is being built right now, and in that kingdom there won’t be any hateness. 
There won’t be any badness, or ugliness, or sin, or racism, no debauchery, no depravity, no brokenness, no child 
abuse…. In fact, the Scripture says there won’t even be a Sun there because the radiant glory of Jesus will shine like the 
Sun. 

One of my favorite things to do in Scripture is to look at passages that foreshadow. In fact, we are getting ready 
to go into a retreat season at Snowbird Outfitters where we are going to be talking to students about the foreshadowing 
we see throughout the Old Testament that points to Christ. There is some strong foreshadowing that occurs when the 
three wise men, the Magi, show up on the scene in Matthew 2. I want to read the account of those guys showing up in 
Bethlehem. This is Matthew 2:1. This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise 

men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, ‘Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.’ 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.” 
 
So, the first person we see respond to the Magi is Herod. We know that Herod was a sociopath. We know that 

he was very narcissistic and that he wanted to be worshipped. All Herod cared about was being worshipped. Herod 
wanted to be the king of kings. He wanted to be the lord of lords. He wanted to be seen in a sort of messianic role. In 
fact, he even understood the Jewish Scriptures. So, Herod knew the Old Testament. He was sort of the regional king over 
the Jews and he knew the prophesies about the Messiah. There was a lot that he was in tune with. And he was very, 
very hungry for the worship of men. So, Herod recognizes what’s going on and he’s troubled by it. Verse 5, 

 
“They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
 
6 ‘”And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.”’ 
 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 

had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child, and when 



you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.’ 9 After listening to the king, 
they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy.” 
 
These guys fascinate me because the best we can tell is that they are Persian men. Tonight, at my house we are 

going to watch The Nativity Story154. We were talking about this today in family devotions. They do a really good job 
casting the Magi. You become very endeared to these guys. If you haven’t watched that movie, it’s really, really good. 
You get really endeared to these guys. But think about this. Herod goes to the chief priests and the scribes. These are 
the men who would have known in depth and in detail the prophecies. They knew the Torah. They knew the Old 
Testament Law. They knew all the covenantal writings of the Old Testament. They knew what was expected in 
Bethlehem of Judea. They knew. They knew that this was where the Messiah was going to be born. Yet, they wouldn’t 
travel six miles to check it out. Then, you have these men from this pagan culture—and I don’t even know—we don’t get 
a lot of information-- was it that they understood the Old Testament in depth? Did an angel come to them? Were they 
simply led by the Spirit? But they’ve traveled from far, far away and they’ve come to Bethlehem to see the Christ Child. 
When you compare these three foreign kings with the scribes and chief priests, those guys wouldn’t go six miles. It’s 
really convicting to think how far will I go out of my way to worship Jesus? Is my worship of Christ something that is only 
built on convenience? It’s a thought. These guys wouldn’t go six miles down the road to check this out. 

So, the wise men come on through and get to where the Child is and they rejoice. They get so overwhelmed with 
joy. They are really excited about the Child. Last week, we were going through the worship set list for what we were 
going to be singing in church. The whole worship team was here and we were talking about the songs. I love that song, 
Joy To The World. What’s happening is that Christ is coming into the world as the source of all joy, all hope, all love, and 
all goodness that is coming into the world. These men are recognizing it. They are proclaiming it and they are 
exceedingly joyful. 

Now, watch this. I want to zero in on the gifts in the last thought. 
 

“And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshipped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 
12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another 
way.” 
 
I want to look at these three gifts. You’ve probably heard people say that we don’t know if there were three 

Magi. We don’t know if there were just two or if there were ten. But there were three gifts and I think that’s where we 
kind of get the three wise men from. 

Gold was a gift that was particularly recognized in Persian culture that was always given as a tribute to a king. 
You’ve probably read or heard this and it’s probably something you’re familiar with. Today, I was thinking through and 
reading through this study, and I thought, they are bringing a gift of tribute to the King of kings. It’s a gift of tribute. In 
fact, in Persian history you can read documentation about where you did not approach a Persian king without bringing 
him a tribute of gold. So, they show up and they are bringing a tribute that is worthy for a king. They are bringing gold. 

The second thing is that they are bringing frankincense, which is incense. It’s the key ingredient of the incense 
that would be burned on the altar of worship. So, in the Old Testament when they would come together to worship, the 
priest would burn incense. Incense was an offering that was given up, not as a sin offering, but simply as a worship 
offering, as a fragrance. Remember, Paul in Ephesians says, “That we might be a fragrant offering.” He is pointing to this 
idea. Christ’s life is going to be a fragrant offering to God. In this gift of incense being given, the Magi are recognizing 
that Jesus is the great high priest who will do away with the priesthood of Israel. There will never be another need for a 
high priest, because the Bible will tell us in Hebrews that Jesus is a high priest once for all. So, when Jesus comes and 
offers His life—not only His death and sacrifice—His life is a fragrant offering of sacrifice. So, this offering of incense is a 
foreshadowing of the fact that Jesus is going to fulfill the role of priest. He is the King of kings and He is the great high 
priest, and then the last thing. 

                                                             
154 The Nativity Story is a 2006 biblical drama film based on the nativity of Jesus, directed by Catherine Hardwicke and starring Keisha 

Castle-Hughes and Oscar Isaac. The film was released on December 1, 2006 after it premiered in Vatican City November 27, 2006. The Nativity 
Story was the first film to hold its world premiere in Vatican City. (Wikipedia, December 2017.) 



The last thing that they give is really interesting because they give the gift of myrrh. This is the strongest 
foreshadowing because myrrh is what would be used twice at the death of Jesus. Once, it would be put on a sponge and 
offered to Him to drink. Remember that? It was something that would be used to numb pain, to numb the senses, to 
deaden the senses. Myrrh would be that vinegar that was put on a sponge and offered to Jesus155. We also read that 
about a hundred pounds of myrrh would be used to embalm or wrap the body of Jesus when it’s laid in the tomb156. So, 
these kings show up and they give gold because He’s the King of kings. They give incense because He’s going to be the 
great high priest. They give myrrh in foreshadowing that thirty some years later this Man is going to give His life, He’s 
going to be embalmed, and it’s going to be His death that provides salvation for all of us. 

This is where the Bible is so powerful. If all you have is just a fraction of a page of Scripture—imagine if the only 
passage of Scripture you had was that line that says “gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” You’ve got the Gospel. You’ve got 
Jesus, because He’s King of kings, He’s the great high priest, and His life would be laid down as an atonement for our sin. 

 As we remember that tonight, we are going to remember it by taking communion. Adam, will you come up and 
play for us while we do this? We are going to go into a time of communion and I’m going to read from 1 Corinthians 11. I 
grew up taking The Lord’s Supper—Communion or the Lord’s Supper or whatever it might be in your church. We do this 
to remember the body of Christ. So, what we are going to do is we are going to take the bread and we are going to take 
the juice, and those are to remind us of the broken body of Jesus and the shed blood that Jesus poured out for us. 

Here’s the thing—Paul warns the Corinthian believers. These people were nuts. They were crazy. They were 
showing up at church drunk and they were using the Lord’s Supper to engorge themselves with food and get drunk. Paul 
said you need to examine yourself before you do this because when you are doing this you are remembering the body 
that was broken for you and you are remembering the blood that was shed for you. So, Paul challenges us to go 
introspectively and to examine our own hearts, and examine our own lives, and to personal confession of sin. So, we are 
just going to take a couple of minutes in prayer, and introspection, and personal reflection. Prepare your heart to 
worship the Lord through the obedience of taking the Lord’s Supper, which we are going to do together in just a minute. 
So, let’s take a couple of minutes while Adam plays and just spend some time in prayer and reflection on that. 

Let’s pray. 
Lord,	your	Word	says	that	in	the	night	that	you	broke	the	bread	and	passed	the	cup	that	you	gave	thanks,	so	

tonight	we	want	to	give	thanks	for	your	body	that	was	broken	and	your	blood	that	was	poured	out.	God,	I	thank	
you	for	the	men	and	women	in	this	church	that	have	been	redeemed.	Your	Word	says	in	Peter’s	letter	that	we’re	
not	redeemed	or	ransomed	by	perishable	things	like	silver	or	gold	but	by	the	blood	of	Jesus,	which	is	spotless	and	
without	blemish.	I	pray	tonight	as	we	remember	and	celebrate	your	birth	that	we	will	also	remember	and	celebrate	
your	death,	your	resurrection,	your	ascension,	and	your	exaltation.	We	would	remember	that	the	child	in	the	
manger	is	the	King	that	sits	on	a	perpetual	throne	that	will	never	end	in	a	kingdom	that	will	never	go	away.	The	
gold	that	was	brought	to	you	as	tribute	was	rightly	brought	because	you	are	a	King	of	kings.	The	myrrh	that	was	
brought	was	rightly	brought	because	your	body	was	broken	and	you	laid	your	life	down	for	us.	You	said	that	
nobody	took	your	life	from	you	but	that	you	laid	it	down	because	you	have	the	authority	to	do	that	because	you	are	
a	sovereign	God	who	asks	permission	of	no	one.	You	do	as	you	please	and	it	is	good	when	you	do.	So,	I	pray	that	
tonight	we	would	bring	you	glory	and	honor	in	this	simple	act	of	obedience	by	doing	what	you	told	us	to	do.	

Let’s stand and we are going to sing together.

                                                             
155 Mark 15:23, “And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.” 
156 John 19:39, “Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five 

pounds in weight.” 





December 31, 2017 
Luke 20:1-18 
Brody Holloway 

 
Let’s turn to Luke 20. We have a small crowd tonight so I’m going to sit on this stool a lot so it will be more cozy. 

Happy New Year. It’s the last day of the year. I figured someone would make that joke and say, “I’m not going to see you 
guys until next year.” I guess I just made it. So, let’s finish this year right—and I can’t think of a better way to do it than 
be in the Word. 

I remember when I was in high school and growing up—a lot of y’all know I grew up in a fundamentalist setting. 
Fundamentalist alone connotes extremism. One of the things in that fundamentalist setting that we always did was on 
New Year’s Eve we would always have what was called a watchnight service. Some of you probably grew up with that. It 
means they made you stay in church from like 10pm to 1am. I thought it was just some weird religious ritual because I 
wasn’t a Christian at the time. I know now that it was to keep people from doing stupid things on New Year’s Eve. I know 
that’s what they were all about. I remember my senior year that I wanted so bad to go where all my friends were going 
to be. I don’t even remember now where it was but I wanted to be where all my friends were going to be. But I had to 
go to the watchnight service and when I finally got to where the shindig was, about one o’clock, by then most people 
were incoherent. 

So, we’re not having a watchnight service tonight but New Year’s Eve has fallen on Sunday. That’s the way it’s 
gone down, so what a cool way to end the year—studying the Bible together. If you are one of those people who likes to 
bring in the new year, then come watch the fireworks tonight, it’ll be done. If not, and you have more sanity than that, 
it’s perfectly understandable. You can watch the ball drop on your television. 

Okay, Luke 20. It’s good to have those of you who were traveling and who were gone last week. We had an 
awesome service. Didn’t we? Those of you who were here, wasn’t that fun? I love Christmas Eve services. We’ve had 
them two years in a row. Last year, Christmas was on Sunday and we moved the service to Saturday and did a Christmas 
Eve service. I’d like to keep on doing that. It’s just good. It’s such a unique time and it was a lot of fun. It was like a fifty-
five minute service, so we were extremely Methodist that night. But tonight we’re going to be Baptist, so get your Bible, 
get your notebook, get your paper, and we are back in Luke 20. We are nearing the end of the study of this incredible 
book of the Bible. It’s an awesome narrative and an awesome series of stories. 

So, let’s pick it up in Luke 20. We’re going to be in verses 1-18 but I’m not going to read the whole passage. I’m 
just going to go verse-by-verse through it. It says this—this is the Word of the Lord. 

 
“One day, as Jesus was teaching the people in the temple and preaching the gospel, the chief 

priests and the scribes with the elders came up 2 and said to him, ‘Tell us by what authority you do these 
things, or who it is that gave you this authority.’” 
 
What we have here is a group of people questioning the authority of Jesus. The thing that I think that would be 

easy to jump over here is the fact that it says, “As Jesus was teaching the people in the Temple and preaching the 
Gospel.” At the center of any faithful, biblical ministry there is going to be the proclamation of the Gospel. 

I’m going to kind of veer out of the text a little bit but we are tethered to the text. At Red Oak, when we are 
talking about missions, we are talking about Gospel proclamation and disciple-making. We have sort of taken our hands 
off of ministry and missions partnerships that are not first and foremost Gospel-centered and Gospel-driven. Where we 
get that from—when people ask, “What do you mean by Gospel-driven or Gospel-centered?”—it means a ministry that 
is focused on, built on, driven by, highlighted by the proclamation of the Gospel and the making of disciples. This would 
be a New Testament mindset, or ministry, or model, like what we see in the Book of Acts. People would go into a town—
the disciples or missionaries—and they would preach and proclaim the Gospel. They would take the people who came 
to faith in Jesus and they would build a church around those people. We don’t really experience that here. Everybody in 
Andrews, Hayesville, Robbinsville, Bryson City “grew up a Christian” and they say, “I got saved when I was this age.” 
There is oftentimes a poor understanding of what it means for the Gospel to explode onto the scene in your life. For me, 
I think I got baptized when I was six and I think I got baptized another time or two after that just to make sure. I think 
they were trying to baptize the Hell out of me. But when I was nineteen, what happened was that I met Jesus. I met 
Jesus through Gospel proclamation, not through man’s rules, or man’s abilities, or man’s covenant. 

So, what is happening is that Jesus is proclaiming the Gospel. Jesus is teaching the Bible. Jesus has this ministry 
where when He shows up, yes He heals people, yes He tells parables and stories, and He does miracles and awesome 



things to draw people to himself—there’s nothing wrong with a ministry that uses tools. I preached yesterday at an 
event and there were six thousand people there in the Macon Coliseum. There was smoke, and lights, and explosions. 
Lecrae did a concert. Family Force Five did a concert. People were jumping and at one point some roof tiles fell. But 
then, when it came time to preach, guess what we did? We preached Jesus. So, we aren’t going to say that Red Oak is 
the only way to do church or that we have to be calm, and quiet, and do it our way. Because, let’s be honest, for some 
people, what we do—the fact that we have Josh over there walking around with that bass guitar—oooohh. Let me tell 
you something—the church that I grew up in, that would be bad news right there. Or this is Satan’s corner over here. 
We have an electric guitar, and drums, and a woman playing them. We have problems all over the stage up here for the 
church I grew up in. How we do things is not how they do things at that church, and that church, and that church, but 
what makes a church biblical is not what kind of lighting or music they have. What makes a church biblical is, is the 
Gospel proclaimed and is the Word of God taught, and are disciples being made? 

When Rocky and Zach were over in Uganda with the team—that training wasn’t just a two week training. They 
were there for only two weeks of it. The training has been going on since September. We’ve had people from Red Oak 
there since September. It’s been a four month training. What are they training for? They are training people to plant 
churches and make disciples. At the center of any biblical, faithful ministry is going to be the proclamation of the Gospel 
and the teaching of the Word to make disciples. That will always be a dynamic of Red Oak Church. If we ever stop doing 
that it doesn’t matter what else we do—how good the coffee is or how great the music is. None of that will matter if the 
Word of God is not being taught faithfully and expositorily. It has to be expository teaching, faithful handling of the 
Word of God, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, and Jesus’ ministry is the first ministry that displayed that, not the 
ministry of the Apostles and the disciples. The Apostles and the disciples did what Jesus taught them. 

So, the teaching and preaching ministry of Jesus is what first and foremost defined His ministry. Did He heal 
people? Yes, it was awesome. I can’t imagine seeing that. But He preached and taught the Word of God and that’s 
critical. Here’s what happened. When He did that, He was doing the work of establishing a new covenant and a new 
kingdom. This is the work of establishing what He will later say is the new covenant, and He would usher in a new 
kingdom. The reason that He ruffles feathers when He does this, we see in verse 2 when the chief priests, scribes, and 
elders come up to Him and they say, 

 
“Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority,” 

 
what they don’t understand is that Jesus is about to make a new covenant. He’s about to pour himself out to make a 
new covenant. 

I was telling a story to the students this morning about when I was in the tenth grade. I played travel basketball 
with a guy. We became very close friends and we wanted to play college ball together but we went to two different 
schools. He was seven feet tall and was a redneck. He wore snakeskin cowboy boots. Do y’all remember those? Back in 
the eighties people would wear those. I saw a dude at Golden Corral yesterday who was wearing them. So, my buddy 
was seven feet tall and he would wear cowboy boots, so he was about seven foot two. His name was Larry Robertson 
and we called him the L-train. He played high school ball at Irwin High School over in Buncombe County. 

Neither one of us was a Christian and we would go cruising on either Russ Avenue in Waynesville or Patton 
Avenue in Asheville. Patton Avenue is where you would go if you really wanted to get into it because people would 
come from five or six counties. It would be six-wide and bumper-to-bumper. People would be blaring Bon Jovi, and Gun 
N’ Roses, and Hank Williams, Jr., and it was eighties bliss. What he would do is get way down in the car. He would have 
to fold himself and he would get to where you could just see his face sticking up and then he would talk trash to people 
to start fights. This is what teenage boys did in the eighties because we didn’t have anything else to do, especially in the 
mountains. But you know what? We did that for two or three years and we never got in a fight because here’s what 
would happen every time. I was six-three and a buck fifty. Nobody was scared of me. We would pull over and I would get 
out of the car like a string bean beanpole and start towards them and they would be ready to roll, then he would put 
that size sixteen, snakeskin boot on the pavement, and when he would start to step out, unfolding, people would just 
cower. It was always the same response, “Aw, no, man. It’s cool. We’re cool man, we’re cool.” And nothing ever 
happened. It was a hoot running around with that guy. 

Now, one night we got this harebrained idea that we should become blood brothers. Y’all know what blood 
brothers are. The Native Americans would do it in the movies. I don’t know if they did it in real life but they did it in the 
old western movies. You cut your hands and you rub your blood together. But we had ball to play and we didn’t want to 
cut right here so we made little cuts on the backs of our hands on the big knuckle. We were sitting by a fire and we 



rubbed our hands together like that and we said we were brothers for life. Well, the last time I saw him was we met 
together for the state playoffs for our respective high schools our senior year. That’s the last time I think I saw him but 
I’ve got a blood brother walking around somewhere. He’s about seven feet tall and if I’m in trouble I’m going to call him, 
you know? But I remember thinking that there’s something sacred about the blood pact. 

There’s an idea about the sacred nature of blood in every culture but what would happen with the religious 
people of Israel is that they had forgotten the sacred nature of the blood. The blood of the animals that they sacrificed 
was to foreshadow the blood of Jesus that was going to be sacrificed. Jesus’ blood was going to be poured out. When 
Jesus died His blood was poured out. Jesus’ blood is perfect, and it cleanses us from sin, and it provides righteousness 
for us. What happened is that these men rejected the One who was going to shed His blood for them, by questioning His 
authority, and they were doing it based on the fact that they were keeping a covenant that was about to become 
obsolete. The worst thing that they could do was hold on to that thing that Jesus was about to eclipse and remove. He 
was about to fulfil the old covenant and do away with it. They were going to keep shedding the blood of bulls, and goats, 
and animals, and reject the blood of the Lamb of God. 

So, they questioned His authority. Now, this is not uncommon, for people to question the authority of Jesus. 
This is what people do today. I saw something in the news this week about that poor couple that wouldn’t make a 
wedding cake for a gay marriage and they were hit with a $135,000 fine. What in the world? What is this about? You 
know what it’s about? It’s about questioning the authority of Jesus. I don’t want to get political, and I’m not going to get 
political, but I’m saying that we live in a world where it is the human nature in any culture to question the authority of 
Jesus. That’s why when we present the Gospel to people and we say, “Here’s who Jesus is. Do you want to follow Him? 
Here’s what the Bible says. Here’s what Jesus came to do. Jesus came to live, and die, and rise from the dead so that you 
could have salvation,” and people are like, “You know what I’d rather do—“ and it’s either reject it wholeheartedly and 
completely or hold onto some religious practices that they can sort of control. It’s hard for people to submit and 
surrender to the authority of Jesus. People don’t like that. People like to paint this picture of Jesus where He was a 
humanitarian, He was a nice guy, He was a good worker, He was helping people, He was a do-gooder, and we can learn a 
lot from Him—but Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords. At the end of Jude, in Jude’s doxology, Jude says, 

 
“To him….be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever.” 

 
So, even in His humanity, while He looked like someone to maybe be negotiated with or confronted, and they would 
confront Him and question His authority, Jude says, “for all time, and now, and forevermore.” Jesus is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. From before time began, Jesus was in control and in authority. To question the authority 
of Jesus is the oldest thing in the book. When someone rejects the Gospel what they are ultimately doing is questioning 
the authority of Jesus—the authority to save, the authority to call them to repent, the authority to say, “I’m going to tell 
you how to father. I’m going to tell you how to be a husband or a mother. I’m going to tell you how to spend your 
money.” Because to surrender a life to Jesus is to do what Bonhoeffer says in The Cost of Discipleship, 
 

“When Jesus calls a man, He bids him come and die.” 
 

To follow Jesus is to lay your life at the feet of Jesus and say, “My hands are off of it. You take it up and tell me 
how to live and I will obediently do whatever you tell me to do.” I’m not going to get it right all the time but obedience 
to Jesus—as much as the preaching and teaching of the Gospel is the core of discipleship— obedience to Jesus is at the 
core of my response to Jesus every day. And these guys are going to question the authority of Jesus right to His face. 
What we have to do and what we have to drill into our own minds and our own consciences is that we have to ask, “Do I 
do this?” We always want to turn this back onto ourselves. 

Gar and I were talking and he had been listening to a preacher and Gar thought, “He’s doing so good. He’s 
preaching the text…preaching the text…preaching the text.” The text was the one in Isaiah about the shoot that’s going 
to come out of the stump, which is a messianic prophesy about Jesus, the Messiah, coming out of the stump of Jesse, 
out of the line of David, out of the ruin of Israel. This preacher was doing a pretty good job and then he said that there 
are going to be shoots in your life that come out of the ruins of your life. He started to do this self-help message. Listen, 
you’re not the shoot out of the stump. Jesus is. We want to make sure we handle Scripture properly but there are times 
when it needs to be turned back onto you, the hearer, or onto me, the hearer, and I need to ask, “What does this mean 
for me?” In this moment, we need to turn this Scripture back on ourselves and ask, “What do I do with the authority of 
Jesus every day of my life? When I read the Word of God, do I negotiate it? Do I set it aside and say that it doesn’t apply 



to me? Am I numb to it? Or do I get angry or do I get mad when I hear the teaching and the preaching of the Word of 
God? How do I respond to it? Do I say, ‘I’m going to live my life the way I want to live my life. I’m in charge. I’m in 
control’”? What do I do with the authority of Jesus? 

Let’s think about who these guys are. These guys were the leaders of the day. “Chief priests, scribes, and 
elders.” 

Have you ever been watching a news show about a high profile court case? Let’s go back to the OJ trial. How 
many of you remember the OJ trial? About half of us do because we’re a pretty young church. A lot of people don’t 
remember it but maybe you saw the documentary or the movie. All it was, was OJ all over the TV. What every news 
agency or outlet would do is that they would have their own legal expert. This legal expert would break it down, play-by-
play, what was going on. He was the legal expert giving expert advice. It’s the same thing with sports. When you sit 
down and watch a football game, a tennis match, or a golf match, or a NASCAR race—whatever your sport of choice is—
the commentators tend to be ex athletes, right? Why? Because they are experts in that field. When you watch The 
Voice, who is going to be the people who judge The Voice. They are people who have sold a few million albums. Why? 
Because they are experts in the field. 

These guys were like that. If you needed to know anything about the Torah, the Old Testament Law, or if you 
needed to know anything about the prophets, or the Psalms, these were the guys you would talk to. These guys were 
experts. Nobody had a greater knowledge of religion than these guys—the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. This 
would be the equivalent of pastors, lawyers, historians, experts with masters’ degrees and a bunch of letters after their 
names, and doctors’ degrees, and all of that. These guys had soft hands. They hadn’t been doing any manual labor. 
These guys were professional professionals. But people really respected them. They sometimes feared them but they 
usually respected them. So, for them to question the authority of Jesus, they were questioning it from their own 
authority. They were like, “We have authority because we’re scribes.” 

We don’t have a context in our own lives to put that in because we don’t have those offices. They’d be the 
equivalent of Supreme Court Justices or elected officials at higher levels. I’m not talking about mayors and councilmen. 
I’m talking about governors, senators, and that type of clout. So, for them to question the authority of a blue collar, 
peasant, construction worker, who is preaching authoritatively in their area of expertise, do you see the rub? They 
weren’t happy with this. Because what did Jesus just do last week? He had just thrown down some heavy teaching that 
kind of flew in the face of what they are saying. They are like, “Whoa, whoa, whoa…hold up.” They are questioning His 
authority. He continued to preach and teach and they were like, “We’ve got to go say something. We’ve got to go do 
something.” I picture them sort of hanging back and being scared of the people who are listening to Jesus. But finally, 
one of them is like, “We’ve got to say something.” 

I can remember three or four times that this has happened, where Little and I were in a situation where 
someone needed to be confronted and it was someone we didn’t know. One time it was at a Little League ballgame and 
a parent was behaving very obnoxiously. This parent was a coach. The game was over and some things had been said. 
She said, “Something needs to be said to that guy.” For me, when Little says, “Something needs to be said to that guy,” 
you know what that means. I’m like, “Yes ma’am.” So, I’m going to go confront it. I’m going to go say something. I’m not 
about to go, “Uhh…I’m scared to.” I’m going to go confront it. 

I think there was probably some conversation among these guys. I don’t know what that looked like. But Jesus 
has been preaching and teaching until finally they get their dander up and they go confront it. They are experts in front 
of all these people. So, they said, 

 
“Tell us by what authority you do these things, or who it is that gave you this authority.” 

 
Tell us by what authority you do this. 
I was at Dollar General on Friday. I had missed a belt loop on my pants and I realized it. I’m a little bit OCD about 

stuff like that. I noticed in the store that my pants were hanging weird and out of shape. Something was wrong and I 
realized that I missed a belt loop. So, I undid my belt and threaded it back around and got it through all the loops. My 
sweatshirt was tucked up under my armpits until I got it done and pulled my shirt back down. I was buying about a 
hundred dollars’ worth of stuff for work and I got up there to the register. They were scanning my stuff when a sheriff’s 
deputy walked in. It was crowded and there were about eight people behind me in line. He walked up to me and just 
stood there for a minute when I realized that he was looking at me. I was like, “Man, do you need me?” and he said, 
“Yeah, I need to talk to you.” I said, “Like, right now?” and he said, “Yeah, I need to talk to you about the cell phone 
charger you put under your shirt.” I was confused at first and I said, “You mean like shoplifting!” and he said, “Yeah,” 



and I thought, “Oh, he’s serious. This ain’t a joke.” I was still confused and I said, “What are you talking about?” and he 
said, “The cell phone charger you’ve got under your shirt.” I said, “You want me to pull my shirt up?” and he said, “Yes.” I 
leaned in close to him and whispered, “I have a gun under my shirt. I probably shouldn’t pull it up. Should we go 
outside?” Now, if you’re visiting and you don’t know of a pastor who carries a gun, now you do, so we can move on. 
Okay? So, I went outside and I pulled my shirt up and he said, “Okay. Okay.” Then, the gal that worked there, who had 
called it in, saw me and realized that she knows me and comes out and said, “I’m so sorry. I would not have called if I’d 
recognized him. This guy’s a local pastor. I’m sorry. I thought he was somebody else we’ve had trouble with. It’s a case of 
mistaken identity.” It turned into this really comical scene because the whole time I was standing there talking to the 
policeman with the store manager these people kept walking out. None of them know that this is a misunderstanding. 
I’m not on Facebook, but I’m thinking that these people who are always on Facebook on their phones are like, “Did you 
see? Did you hear?” I missed an opportunity. I should have just put my hands behind my back and leaned against the 
wall and talked like this the whole time. That would have really made the headlines on Facebook. That would’ve been 
awesome. But what was happening is that even though I’m innocent, this man is an authority over me. Right? I have to 
give an account here. When a scribe, a Pharisee, a chief priest, or an elder talks to a Jewish person, you have to give an 
account to them. Why? Because they’re in authority over you. Even if you are right and you have nothing to hide. I 
couldn’t say to that deputy, “No! I didn’t steal nothing. I’m not pulling my shirt up. Leave me alone.” I can’t do that. I’m 
under his authority. People are under the authority of these men. Do you follow what I’m saying? 

So, what does Jesus do? Verse 3, 
 

“He answered them, ‘I also will ask you a question. Now tell me, 4 was the baptism of John from 
heaven or from man?’ 5 And they discussed it with one another, saying, ‘If we say, “From heaven,” he will 
say, “Why did you not believe him?” 6 But if we say, “From man,” all the people will stone us to death, for 
they are convinced that John was a prophet.’ 7 So they answered that they did not know where it came 
from.” 
 
Jesus answered their question by asking them another question. He stumps them. He has them dead to rights 

and they don’t know what to do. They are in a bind here. They are basically getting this put right back in their faces. 
What Jesus is saying is, “I’m not under your authority. In fact, you’re under my authority.” This would be like me saying 
to the deputy, on a much larger scale, “No, I’m not going to raise my shirt. You know why? Because I’m your boss. I’ll tell 
you what, law dog, why don’t you raise your shirt?” Would I ever do that? No, I’m going to be respectful, I’m going to be 
nice, I’m going to be compliant. Why? Because he represents the law. He’s an agent of the law. Well, these men 
represent the Law. The problem that they don’t understand that they are facing here is that Jesus is the Author of the 
Law and will ultimately be the fulfillment of the Law. So, He’s in authority over them. So, He puts it right back to them. 

 
Verse 8, 
 

“Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
 
Jesus says, “I don’t have to tell you anything because I’m not under your authority. I don’t owe you an answer. I 

don’t owe you an explanation.” Let me tell you something. When Jesus calls you to something, when Jesus convicts you 
of sin, when Jesus tells you what to do with your money, what to do with your job, what to do with your life, how to 
raise your kids, how to respond to your spouse, how to fight for your marriage, how to get up and go to work the next 
day—let me tell you something—when Jesus does that it’s non-negotiable. The Word of God is not a document to be 
negotiated or interpreted through my filter. We don’t negotiate with Jesus. We say “Yes, sir,” and we submit to Him, and 
we surrender to Him. That’s where people really get hung up. Jesus says, “I’m not going to answer your question. In fact, 
you answer my question. No, you don’t have an answer for it. Well, I’m not going to answer yours and let me tell you 
why I’m not going to answer yours. Because I don’t owe you an answer because I’m not under your authority.” Jesus is 
declaring himself to be above the authority of the experts of the Law. He’s declaring himself to be above the authority of 
presidents, and Supreme Court justices, and world rulers, and police officers, and legitimate sources of authority. That’s 
what He’s doing. 

Now, He’s going to tell a story, which I always love. I love that scene when He says that. It reminds me of the 
scene in Habakkuk 2. Jesus was having this conversation with Habakkuk, an Old Testament prophet, and Habakkuk has 
said, “Lord, you need to punish the people because they are disobedient.” Jesus says, “I’m going to punish them. I’m 



going to send the Assyrians, the Chaldeans, to punish them,” and Habakkuk is like, “Whoa, they’re barbaric. They will kill 
everybody. I think you misunderstood.” And Jesus says to him, “You know what? I’m God, and the best thing you can do 
is be quiet.” That’s my paraphrase. But in Habakkuk 2:20, He says, “I’m in Heaven, I’m in my holy temple, and all the 
Earth can just be silent before me. I’m going to rule as I rule and it’s going to be as I say because I’m God.” That’s who 
Jesus is. 

So, what Jesus does is that He graciously tells a story. He begins a parable in verse 9. 
 

“And he began to tell the people this parable: ‘A man planted a vineyard and let it out to tenants 
and went into another country for a long while. 10 When the time came, he sent a servant to the 
tenants, so that they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat him and sent 
him away empty-handed. 11 And he sent another servant. But they also beat and treated him 
shamefully, and sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third. This one also they wounded 
and cast out. 13 Then the owner of the vineyard said, “What shall I do? I will send my beloved son; 
perhaps they will respect him.” 14 But when the tenants saw him, they said to themselves, “This is the 
heir. Let us kill him, so that the inheritance may be ours.” 15 And they threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16 He will come and destroy those 
tenants and give the vineyard to others.’ When they heard this, they said, ‘Surely not!’ 17 But he looked 
directly at them and said, ‘What then is this that is written: 

 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone’? 
 
18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone, it will 

crush him.” 
 
Jesus turns it into story time. I love when He does this. I love when Jesus starts telling stories and parables. It’s 

really helpful for me and it was helpful for them. The first thing He does in verse 9 is He sets the story up. It’s a parable 
of Israel. It’s a picture of the nation of Israel. These guys that He’s confronted are leaders in the nation of Israel, in the 
religious sect of Israel, which in that culture was a culture where religion governs the people. There was no separation of 
Church and state in the nation of Israel. So, He was telling this parable to talk about these men in Israel. He said that 
there was a man who was a landowner who had a vineyard. The vineyard is Israel. Here comes symbolism in the parable. 
The vineyard is Israel. Then Jesus mentions the landowner. The landowner would be God. The landowner goes away and 
is silent from the people for a long time, but in his absence he puts tenants in the vineyard. The tenants are going to 
farm the vineyard, and do husbandry, and do harvest, they’ll do fertilization, and pruning, and stuff like that. They will 
take care of the vineyard. So, the landowner goes away and they don’t hear from him for a long time. This is a parallel of 
Israel where for many years God didn’t speak through the prophets. For many years before that He did speak through 
the prophets. 

So, if you think back through Israel’s history there were times where people would send prophets and the 
people would persecute the prophets. When Stephen is being martyred, Stephen says, “You killed the prophets of God. 
You killed the prophets of Israel.” So, Israel was God’s vineyard. He sent tenants, which were like scribes, Pharisees, and 
religious leaders, and kings and priests. The prophets would often rise up and speak against the kings and priests. They 
would declare God’s Word and they would put the prophets to death. Many of the evil and wicked kings were in cahoots 
with priests and the priests became foul and vile. And what they would do is that they would persecute the prophets. 
So, it’s a parable about that. 

So, ultimately, the landowner sends his son and they put the son to death. And we know what that’s a 
foreshadowing of in that parable. Jesus is saying, “Now, the Son is coming and you’re going to put him to death, too.” 
He’s the final prophet and they are going to put Him to death, too. Jesus quotes from what was our call to worship, in 
Psalm 118. From that Psalm, He quotes this from verse 20, 

 
“This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 



22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone. 
23 This is the Lord's doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.” 

 
Jesus goes back to Psalm 118 and He quotes it in Luke 20, 
 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.” 
 
He does this in question form. He asks why it is written that that’s the case. He’s saying, “I’m the cornerstone. 

I’m the son in the parable who you are going to put to death. So, He says in verse 16, 
 

“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces.” 
 
What He’s saying is this. “You are going to put me to death but I’m the stone that’s ultimately going to crush 

you.” It’s this powerful moment in Scripture when we realize that what we do with Jesus either removes condemnation 
and brings perfect, eternal life, or it brings a crushing blow of condemnation that will not only condemn us but will 
destroy us forever. He says it straight to the face and into the eyes of these people. 

They question Jesus. They are always combative. And this is what He says, “The very stone that the kingdom of 
God is built on is the stone that will crush those who reject it.” It’s a powerful statement of salvation and judgment. To 
reject Jesus, or to reject His authority, which is the same thing, is to be crushed by Him. He’s the only way, He’s the only 
truth, and He’s the only life. He alone provides salvation. But He is also the only judge who has the authority to 
condemn. 

So, in the last interaction here with these men, He says that to reject the stone is to be crushed by the stone. If 
we go back to the beginning of the story we can tie these two together. To reject the authority of Jesus is to reject Jesus. 
You can’t say, “Well, I accept Jesus but I reject the authority of His Word. I accept Christ but I don’t want to surrender 
my life to Him.” To reject the authority of Jesus is to wholeheartedly reject Jesus. To reject Jesus is to bring 
condemnation into my life and He says that the stone that has been rejected in this scene is the stone that will 
ultimately crush those that reject it. They put the Son to death. The Son rises up out of death, conquers death, ascends 
to the throne, and from that position judges the living and the dead. 

What we do with Jesus is the most important thing about who we are, and it always will be. So, the challenge for 
us is, okay, I’m a Christian, I believe that true believers will persevere and endure to the end. Do I think that in a moment 
of rebellion toward Jesus—everybody here sinned this week, in the last month some of you have spun out completely, 
every day we mess up, every one of us has done a lot of sinning today—do I think that we lose our salvation and the 
stone crushes us? No, that’s not what it means. If as a believer, in a moment of disobedience or defiance is God going to 
crush me in condemnation? No, Romans 8:1 says, 

 
“There is therefore no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,” 

 
but then it goes on and says, 
 

“For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in 
the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 
Spirit.”  
 
So, He’s saying that you’re going to walk according to the Spirit, and sometimes you’re going to fall, and as 

believers we won’t be crushed, but we need to fear God. One of the things that’s clear in Scripture is that we have to live 
with a fear of God and submission to the authority of Jesus, and as believers not to say, “Well, I’m saved so I’m good 
forever. I don’t have to worry about it,” then, in little compartments and areas of our lives reject the authority of Jesus 
and say, “But I’m going to go to Heaven. I got saved when I was six,” or sixteen, or thirty-six, or whatever. We reject the 



authority of Jesus by our actions and our deeds. My job as a believer, every single day when my feet hit the floor, is to 
submit to Christ every breath, every word, every thought, every deed, every relationship, every dollar spent, and every 
action. I’m not going to get it a hundred percent, but to not do it is to align myself with those who reject the authority of 
Jesus and who do ultimately come under condemnation. Then, I’m to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus, believing that He’s 
the stone that the kingdom of God is being built on and that stone will crush those who are under it. And we can be part 
of the kingdom because of the work that Jesus has done. Jesus has provided salvation and a way out from under 
condemnation. If we’ve received it then we get to live in that freedom. That’s good news. Amen? 

I’ll pray and we’ll respond with a song. 
Lord,	I	pray	tonight,	as	we	respond	to	your	Word	in	our	own	heart,	and	our	own	conscience,	and	our	own	

conviction,	that	you	would	help	us	to	understand	that,	as	much	as	we	love	and	believe	in,	wholeheartedly,	with	all	
of	our	lives,	the	doctrine	of	the	endurance	and	perseverance	of	the	saints—that	believers	who	are	in	Christ	remain	
secure	in	Christ—that	we,	at	the	same	time,	while	not	facing	condemnation,	face	the	decision	every	day	to	submit	
to	your	authority.	God,	if	there	are	people	in	our	church	tonight—there’s	a	small	crowd	tonight—but	if	there’s	
somebody	here	who	has	not	surrendered	to	the	authority	of	Jesus	they	stand	in	condemnation	right	now.	They	are	
condemned	right	now.	Your	Word	says	they	are	under	condemnation.	I	pray	tonight	that	you	would	help	them	to	
see	what	it	looks	like	to	submit	to	Christ	and	know	that	when	we	do	that	we	come	out	from	under	that	
condemnation	and	into	this	kingdom	that	you	are	building	and	that	we	are	then	a	part	of	it.	It’s	a	kingdom	that’s	
perpetual,	and	never-ending,	and	eternal,	and	you	will	reign	forever,	and	ever,	and	ever,	and	we	will	reign	with	
you.	I	pray,	tonight,	that	you	would	receive	our	worship	through	song	and	response	because	you	are	worthy	and	
because	we	want	to	give	it	to	you.	We	love	you,	Jesus,	and	we	thank	you	for	your	Word.	In	your	strong	name	we	
pray.	Amen.	

 
(Spencer Davis) 
I’m going to read our benediction for tonight, which comes out of the book of Romans, and after I read this you 

are free to go. Romans 16:25, 
 

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now been 
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.”



January 7, 2018 
Luke 20: 19-26 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn in your Bible to Luke 20. Last week there were seven people here. This week, I see that a lot of New Year 

resolutions were made. That was Jenn Forchetti’s joke and it’s a good one. I told her I was going to use it but I was going 
to footnote her. We want to be legal with everything. It’s good to have everybody back. There were about three weeks 
in a row where a lot of our people were traveling, so it’s good to have everybody back with us. I hope you had a good 
holiday season. If you are like me you ate too much and now you’re trying to figure out how to clean it up a little bit. So, 
hopefully that works out for you; it doesn’t usually work out for me. 

I was looking around and we have all of our crew back from Africa. Julie is here. Christiaan DeWitt is here with 
us. I think Carrie had to leave. Elizabeth is not here but everyone is back stateside. We have a lot coming up in the next 
few months here and we have a lot going on. David LaDouceur is going to be leaving us, sort of. Deuce is taking a 
position as a student pastor at a church in Murphy. That’s exciting and we want to be praying for him and be supporting 
him as a home church, to some degree. You’re always torn when God draws someone and pulls someone out of here to 
go to another church. I hate to see them go but I’m excited to see them go at the same time. People in Murphy need 
Jesus. It’s pretty cool to think that students down there are going to benefit from things like solid exposition and 
intentional discipleship. It’s an exciting thing. I love the way the Lord seems to be branching us into multiple 
partnerships. The Mustins are here tonight and Matt and Shanna serve in another church, locally, over in Hayesville. I 
love the way God is grafting us with other people and churches. We can make a lot more of an impact that way. 

One of the things that we are going to see tonight in our passage is that Jesus no longer has a chosen nation of 
people—He has a chosen Bride. That’s the big “C” Church. Israel was, for a time, His chosen people, and America has not 
taken that role, but the Church of Jesus Christ has. We are His Bride and we are His sons and daughters. We are His Bride 
and we see that in powerful imagery in Scripture and in the relationship that God has with the Church. So, any time we 
can lock hands with other churches and partner in ministry it’s a really powerful thing and I love that. Too often there is 
competition in churches. So, I’m excited for David. 

I’m also excited about what the Lord’s doing just in our community. I think New Year’s resolutions are awesome 
for Christians. I think it’s an awesome thing to do because it’s time to reflect and look back. Calendars are real. It’s not 
just another day and it’s not just another year. There’s another number on the calendar. There’s another number on 
your life. Time is a reality and it passes. It’s important that there are times in our lives where we have monumental 
things that happen. Whether it’s when we make resolutions or commitments afresh and anew and we refocus ourselves 
on Christ. That’s good. That’s not bad. That’s a good thing to do—to evaluate and reevaluate and remember. 

Y’all can pray for me. I feel like I finally have a really solid and unique book idea, specifically for young Christians 
and specifically for students. It would be based on three texts in the New Testament that say, “To Him who is able.” 
People in the American Church deal a lot with doubt and assurance. So, a lot of times people feel like they need to 
recommit or say the “sinner’s prayer” again, and the reality is that is a failure to understand who the Author and the 
Perfecter of our faith is. We don’t recommit things because God needs us to recommit or because we feel like we need 
to be better Christians; we recommit because God has created life, and faith, and creation to come and go in seasons. 
Seasons of life change—whether it’s that you get older, or you graduate your kids, or you see them off to college, or you 
get married, or you have that first child. Seasons of life change. We change. We are not like God—we are not 
unchanging in our nature. You are not the same person right now that you were twenty years ago. You are not the same 
person right now that you were a year ago. It’s always good to take opportunity to refocus on the One who is 
unchanging and make sure that He’s the one that’s setting the course for our lives and make sure that He’s the One 
we’re following and who we have given our allegiance and our loyalty to. That’s really important. 

So, I hope you’ve thought about the new year and surrendered things to the Lord that maybe need to be 
surrendered. Maybe they’re areas of addiction or weakness that God’s going to give you victory over. Not that 
surrendering those things will make you a better Christian, or make God like you better, or love you better, but that in 
the process of sanctification we would, indeed, move from one degree of glory to the next in 2018. That would be an 
awesome thing, wouldn’t it? Our church would grow, and more people would come to know Jesus, and we would have a 
broader impact in the world. That would be awesome and powerful. 

Luke 20:19. It’s a short passage tonight. I wanted to slow down and zero in on this passage because it’s such a 
well-known passage. 

 



“The scribes and the chief priests sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived 
that he had told this parable against them, but they feared the people. 20 So they watched him and sent 
spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in something he said, so as to deliver him 
up to the authority and jurisdiction of the governor. 21 So they asked him, “Teacher, we know that you 
speak and teach rightly, and show no partiality, but truly teach the way of God. 22 Is it lawful for us to 
give tribute to Caesar, or not?” 23 But he perceived their craftiness, and said to them, 24 “Show me a 
denarius. Whose likeness and inscription does it have?” They said, “Caesar's.” 25 He said to them, “Then 
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.” 26 And they were not 
able in the presence of the people to catch him in what he said, but marveling at his answer they became 
silent.” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	bless	the	reading,	the	teaching,	and	the	hearing	of	your	Word	tonight;	for	your	

glory	and	for	our	holiness.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	
 
This is one of the most well-known passages of Scripture, in fact, that phrase “Render unto Caesar the things 

that are Caesar’s”—I did some Google work on that and it turns out that it is probably the most quoted and probably the 
most familiar line in all of the Bible, in the secular world. In fact, I found just from last week an article in the Washington 
Examiner that I thought I would read. It’s real short but sort of in the times that we are in, where there seems to be this 
incredible tension between Church and state, we live in a government and a world where, by our own Constitution, 
there is supposed to be a separation of Church and state, but we know there is never going to be a total separation of 
Church and state because people are driven by their faith and by their beliefs. So, there’s never going to be a complete 
separation of the two. But there has been a lot that has happened, particularly in the last ten to twenty years, 
concerning the rights of Christians to run businesses the way they want to run businesses, or the rights of teachers to 
stand on biblical conviction regarding how the Earth came into existence and to teach creation or intelligent design. 
Some of what’s happened is that a lot of people in the Church have started to look at ways that they can withdraw from 
society and there is this tension and difficulty, like how do we live in the world and impact the world while protecting 
our kids, while staying on sure and solid footing, and go into the world and engage the world? 

How are we salt and light in the world? How do we bring light into the darkness? But not a blinding light that’s 
offensive. How do we bring salt that savors but doesn’t overwhelm? Salt’s a good thing if it’s in the right moderation. 
Light’s a good thing if it’s total darkness. But we all know that feeling when it’s pitch black and the lights get flipped on. 
Last night I was dead to the world. I’m probably like a lot of y’all and I’ve been fighting frozen pipes. I don’t know if any 
of the rest of you have been fighting frozen pipes, but when you live in an old house that’s a reality when the weather 
gets cold like this. We’re on spring water and our spring is frozen up so it’s just been a mess, but we’ve been able to 
keep pipes inside the house thawed out. I’ve been able to keep water in the house until Little woke me up last night 
before she was going to bed, because the water had frozen inside the house. I remember coming to in sort of a dazed 
state. You know, if you wake up out of that deep, deep sleep, you are kind of confused, and all I can remember thinking 
is that that light is really bright. All she had done was turn on the bathroom light. The light was off in the bedroom. But 
when you are in total darkness the least little bit of light is overwhelming. The light of the Gospel is always going to be 
overwhelming in a culture that’s dark. So, if you simply teach or proclaim the name of Jesus, or you hold forth 
convictions that are biblical, you are going to be ostracized, and marginalized, and you are going to be pushed to the 
fringe. You’re going to be called a radical and you’re going to be called a lunatic or a fanatic. Jesus said it would be that 
way. Jesus does not spend a lot of time in the Gospels addressing things like politics, government, and societies. He 
doesn’t do that. He just teaches us how to follow Him and He promises us that He will give us wisdom and discernment 
to follow Him in a way that we sometimes will offend others just out of simply being obedient to Christ. Other times, we 
will have the responsibility placed on our shoulders to try not to be offensive, but to have the wisdom of serpents and 
the humility of doves. 

But I wanted to read this Washington Examiner opinion piece. It’s called, ‘Pretty Sure That’s Not What Jesus 
Meant By ‘Render Unto Caesar’157: 

 
Jesus Christ’s public remarks have been subjected to multiple interpretations over the last two millennia. 

                                                             
157 http://www.washingtonexaminer.com/pretty-sure-thats-not-what-jesus-meant-by-render-unto-caesar/article/2641834 (January 8, 

2018) 



 
Some takes have been excellent, while others have been the exact opposite of excellent. We're fairly certain, for 
example, that the following interpretation from the Daily Beast columnist Jay Michaelson, who alleges Christ 
encouraged his followers to subordinate their religious objections to the laws of the state, falls into the latter 
category. 
 
In an article published this week, titled “There’s a Simple Compromise to the Gay-Wedding Cake Fight. Does 
Anybody Want It Though,” Michaelson makes the specific claim: 
 

“Jesus] said “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s,” clearly instructing his followers to obey the secular 
law even if they have religious objections to it. The horse has left the stable; the "war on religion" is now 
an article of faith.” 

 
It's always amusing to read someone proclaim that he has made an ingenious discovery about Christ's teaching 
that everyone else must have overlooked for 2,000 years. You can appreciate how coastal elites think Christians 
are especially stupid by the fact that their own understanding of the scripture is so much further advanced than 
that of the actual believers. 
 
Then again, to set the sarcasm aside for a moment, this is definitely not what Christ meant. In fact, no serious 
reader of the passage in question has ever claimed that it is, and I'm not even sure whether anyone has put such 
an obviously wrong interpretation as this one into writing before now. 
 
Here's the passage, from Matthew 22: 
 

“And they sent to him their disciples with the Herodians, saying: Master, we know that thou art a true 
speaker, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither carest thou for any man: for thou dost not regard 
the person of men. Tell us therefore what dost thou think, is it lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not? ... 
And Jesus saith to them: Whose image and inscription is this? They say to him: Caesar's. Then he saith to 
them: Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar's; and to God, the things that are God's. 
And hearing this they wondered, and leaving him, went their ways.” 

 
What is Jesus saying? He is telling a hostile crowd, whose question is designed to trap him, that everyone should 
obey secular laws that don't conflict with their obligations to God. There's no sin in paying Caesar's own coins back 
to Caesar, so long as one is also rendering unto God the more serious and important obligation. 
 
Note that this doesn't foreclose on the possibility that, in some cases, obligations to Caesar and to God might 
conflict. But it does…create a default expectation among Christians that they will respect and obey earthly 
authorities whenever possible. Christianity was never a mere rebellion against Roman rule — it was something 
deeper and longer lasting that would continue to have relevance when the Romans were gone. 
 
That’s a good sentence. He’s saying that it wasn’t just about the Roman Empire. It wasn’t just about the 

denarius. It wasn’t just about that taxation. Jesus was establishing a precedent that would matter in any culture and in 
any government for all times. The author continues, 

 
There may be more than one way to interpret Christ’s response in Matthew 22. But claiming he suggested that 
man ought to subordinate his religious principles to the laws of the state is definitely a new one to us. 
 
That’s a good point. What the guy is saying is that we need to understand what Jesus is saying in context. Jesus 

is not saying in this passage that you should give in to the laws of the state always. But He’s also not saying to us that 
Christians should always be rising up in rebellion against the state. Here’s the reality; there’s never going to be a 
Christian government. There’s never going to be an evangelical government. The closest thing that there has ever been 
to that went horribly awry. We saw the effects of that when we studied through the Reformation in October. When the 
Church gave such rise, and authority, and power to the civilized world that the government ought to lock arms with the 
Church and create a sort of Church run state, or a state run Church, somewhere in the weeds it all got confused. It didn’t 
work. What ended up happening is that people lost their heads, heretics rose to power, and everything was a disaster. 
So, Jesus never intended for Christianity to be about building an earthly kingdom—not a physical kingdom with a king, or 
a president, or a prime minister, or an army.  



Now, it’s also true that Jesus has called Christians to serve in every state of public life, particularly in our context 
of living in America today. He’s called Christians to be generals in the military, politicians in the Senate, He’s called 
Christians to be police officers, soldiers, firefighters, He’s called Christians to serve in civil government, and to serve in 
roles like judges and magistrates. He’s called Christians to do those things but Jesus has never implied that there was 
going to be a point where we were going to get to live in a really easy world where all of our governmental leaders were 
Christians. To think that is going to happen is just laughable. 

So, what Jesus is doing here is that He is giving us good, solid instruction on how to live in a secular world, run by 
secular people, in a secular society, as Christians. It’s really practical on the one hand. On the other hand, He is making 
one of the most definitive statements of discipleship in all of Scripture; where He’s saying, “Whose image is imprinted 
onto you?” The image of Christ. We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works. So, what are we to 
render unto God? All of ourselves, all of our desires, all of our relationships, all of our money, all of our past, all of our 
present, and all of our future. Jesus would have from you everything. He would have your money, He would have your 
education, He would have your relationships, He would have your sexuality. As a Christian, my identity has been 
absorbed into who Christ is. It’s who I am. 

Let’s walk through the passage. Verse 19 sets it up. What’s happened, if you remember last week, those of you 
who were here, or if you caught the podcast, Jesus has just told a parable where He has called out the chief priests and 
the scribes. These were religious leaders. What He’s done is He has basically said that they are murderers and that, 
ultimately, they are going to murder Him. So, He’s painted this really ugly picture of them that is actually a very accurate 
picture. So, it says in verse 19 that they… 

 
“…sought to lay hands on him at that very hour, for they perceived that he had told this parable 

against them.” 
 
These guys are not as dumb as they looked, right? They are saying, “I think He’s talking about us.” Yep. But they 

seem to be very immature. This is like the kid who gets so mad that he doesn’t know what to say so he just punches. I 
was that kid. Anybody else? Amen. Jesus saved me. I could never get into verbal arguments. I’m not good in debate 
because I get too emotionally charged and then I just want to drop somebody on their head. I respect people so much 
who can just debate. Maybe not even debate but who can have good dialogue where they stand firm on their position, 
and they speak with authority, and they speak with gentleness but firmness. I’m not good at that. Jesus was really good 
at that. So, Jesus has just done that and these guys are not good at it so they’re like, “I know what—let’s kill Him.” 
What? That seems extreme. That seems over the top. But think about it. This is human nature. How do murders occur? 

I listened to a podcast called Detective, recently. It’s about ten episodes in season one. It’s a podcast series done 
by a guy who was a homicide detective for about twenty-five years. He successfully prosecuted about two hundred fifty 
murder cases. He said there are three main reasons that a person will murder and then there’s a fourth wild card. The 
fourth wild card is sociopathic. It’s like, “We knew him. How did that happen?” Mass murderers and people who commit 
crazy crimes and you can’t connect the dots or put the pieces together. The other three are categories that don’t 
surprise us—revenge, relationships, and money. Adultery or sexual promiscuity will often lead to murder. Revenge, 
where somebody wants to pay somebody back for shaming them or doing something. The other one is money. You owe 
me money and I want that money and I’m going to get it and if I can’t get it I’m going to kill you. People will kill for the 
craziest things. 

These people want to kill Jesus because they can’t beat Him intellectually. That’s at face value. We know there is 
a lot more going on under the surface, right? They want to kill Him because He’s claiming to be God and because He is 
God. Their father is Satan—Jesus would say that in another place. So, they want to kill Him; they want to lay hands on 
Him, but they feared the people. “We can’t kill Him right now, these people all like Him.” So they huddle up. 

 
“So they watched him and sent spies, who pretended to be sincere, that they might catch him in 

something he said.” 
 
Listen. This is flattery. They are going to flatter Him. This is their scheme, “I know what—we’ve tried to accuse 

Him, we’ve tried to gossip against Him, let’s flatter Him and get Him to say something and get Him in trouble.” It doesn’t 
really matter which way He jumps on this. So, what they’re going to do is they’re going to present Him with a situation, a 
synopsis, and if He goes this way He’s going to be in trouble with the people, which will mean alienation from His 
people. And if He goes this way He’s going to be in trouble with the government, which will mean arrest by the 



government. So, it’s alienation or arrest. Either way, His influence is destroyed and He’s no longer a thorn in their flesh. 
They’re hoping for arrest because that will hopefully lead to execution. 

See, when Jesus was a little boy there had been a revolt, an uprising, over taxation. What had happened is that 
the group of people called the Zealots, who were like a rebel group of people that had grown up out of that insurrection, 
were out to get the Romans. They would assassinate Roman officials and Jewish leaders who were in cahoots with the 
Romans, because they hated Rome but they didn’t have an army big enough or powerful enough to conquer Rome. So, 
there was a lot of tension surrounding taxation. Additionally, watch this, when Jesus tells Him to take the coin out and 
He asks whose image is on the coin, here’s what you had on a denarius. A denarius, by the way, was one day’s wage. On 
one side of a denarius was an imprint of a Roman god—a little ‘g’ god—and the words that basically said something to 
the effect of ‘Caesar is lord.’ On the other side of the coin was an imprint with a picture of Caesar. This was extremely 
blasphemous to a Jew, because do you know what the second commandment is? Not to make graven images. This was 
blasphemous. They have made the image of a man that would be worshipped and they have stated in the engraving of 
that image that this man is god. They have usurped the authority of God. They have removed Yahweh, Jehovah God, as 
God, and said that this man is actually god. Not only is that offensive to the Jewish people but they have to take that and 
buy their groceries. Every single time they pull out their wallet, their purse, or their pocketbook, they are reminded that 
they don’t live in a world where they can worship their God the way they believe they are supposed to worship their 
God. 

They love Jesus because Jesus spoke truth. He was sent from God and many of them had hearts that were really 
for the Lord. Jesus’ teaching resonated with them and they believed that He was the Messiah. They believed that He was 
the Savior. So, they take out this coin and the inscription on the coin is that Caesar is god. Jesus says, “What does the 
coin say? Whose image is on the coin?” Well, there was another belief in the Roman Empire that was common in almost 
every other global empire in history, and that is that any coin that you own is actually the possession of the government. 
This is what happens in a communistic or extremely socialistic society. 

Many of us grew up in the era of the Cold War. Young people, listen up. When I say young people, I’m talking 
thirty and under. If you are thirty years old and under, you need to understand that we have tried socialism on a large 
scale and it is disastrous. You are going to hear college professors, and talking heads on TV, talk about how we should 
distribute wealth. You’re going to have the Bernie Sanderses of the world—I’m not getting political—but when someone 
comes along and says that we should take everyone’s money and collectively pool it and then let the government 
distribute it—really? I’m going to trust the government with my money and my kids? It doesn’t work. Jesus has given us 
principles for how to spend our money. He’s given us principles of stewardship. He’s given us principles of tithing. 
Socialism doesn’t work. 

So, Jesus is holding this coin out and He’s saying, “Who does this belong to?” Well, in that socialistic, 
communistic, monarchial system, even though you had worked, and earned it, and received that pay, and it had gone 
into your pocket, it still belonged to the government. It wasn’t yours. It wasn’t just that taxes belonged to the 
government. See, in our society, in our culture, what is due the government is just the percentage that you give in 
taxation, or the sales tax that you pay. The rest of it is yours. It’s not a bad system. In a system like the one in Rome, it 
was all considered to belong to the Roman government. So, they were to worship Caesar and give him thanks because 
he was allowing them to keep some of his money in their pocket. So, what was Jesus saying? He was saying, “Whose 
image is on the coin? Caesars? Then give it to him. It’s his anyway. Give it to him; it’s not a big deal.” 

Additionally, we learn in passages like Romans 13:1-8 and 1 Peter 2:12-17 that God, himself, institutes 
governments to do things like maintain order. Can you imagine a society where there is no government? A society that’s 
total anarchy or that has a total lack of authority? It wouldn’t be a good thing. The strong would survive and the most 
powerful tribes would join together and oppress the other people. This has happened in history. So, government is not a 
bad thing. Government is a good thing and Jesus even said that sometimes earthly governments are ordained by God to 
put evil to sword, when those earthly governments may not even be Christian or good. So, Jesus recognizes the 
influence and the place of government in society. So, He says, “Whose image is on the coin? Caesar’s? Give it to him. It’s 
his.” 

So, some observations at this point. Some people are watching so that they might see something authentic and 
be convinced that Jesus is real and He has real followers who live out their faith. As an aside, I want to give you a couple 
of thoughts. Something that jumped out to me is in verse 20, when it says “they watched Him and sent spies.” Listen, as 
a Christian, you can’t take any days off, because somebody is always watching you. I want you to think about this. Jesus 
lived His life under the constant scrutiny of people. People were always watching Him. 100% of the time. We were 
talking about this the other day. What would it be like to be famous and you couldn’t go to Fred’s, or Walmart, or Ingles, 



or Dollar General? Imagine that you couldn’t just go get a cheeseburger. Imagine if you couldn’t go to Burger Basket. 
That would be awful. Imagine if you couldn’t get out of the car to pump your gas because everybody would come 
running and flooding you around your car. That’s the world Jesus lived in. Everywhere He went there was just a crowd of 
people around Him. And don’t you know that in a crowd that big that there were many admirers, and then there were 
those who were authentic worshippers, and then there were those who were out to get Him. But that’s not all. There 
were skeptics. 

I talked a young man this morning. Rob had talked to the same kid yesterday. We had a retreat going on this 
weekend at Snowbird, and this young man came up to me after I preached this morning and he said, “I’m not a 
Christian.” This was a good looking kid, a sharp kid, and I was very impressed with him. He was a young guy, maybe 
fifteen. He said, “I’m not a Christian. I think I’m an atheist.” He had a big R.C. Sproul, Reformation Study Bible. I thought, 
“That’s a good place to start.” I said, “I’ll tell you what—read all of that. Read everything that’s in there and come back 
next year.” He was eager to hear and learn. He wasn’t being combative. He said, “I don’t believe but I’m really open to 
hearing what you have to say. It’s been very interesting to hear you teach and preach the Word of God this weekend.” I 
thought of Agrippa, who said to Paul, “Almost, you’ve persuaded me to be a Christian.” So, we sat down and took a few 
minutes and he said, “What are some passages that you would have me to read that would maybe prove that God is 
who He says He is?” It was a fascinating conversation to have with a fifteen-year-old kid. 

So, there were people like that. The boy’s name was Alex. There were people like Alex who followed Jesus 
around. There are people like that in your life and they are watching you. I don’t want to over-contextualize this but we 
are on the rails here. If you profess to be a Christ-follower—people watched Jesus and people are going to examine your 
life to see the authenticity that’s there. Because here’s what’s happened to most people in the Bible Belt; they’ve seen a 
church split, or they’ve seen fundamentalism that was unattainable, where the rules and regulations were just not even 
realistic, they’ve seen hypocrisy, where someone in a position of leadership, maybe a Sunday school teacher, or a 
deacon, or a pastor, committed sexual immorality, or was power hungry, or abusive. They’ve seen people who say they 
are Christians live one lifestyle in church and around God’s people and live in a way that contradicts that outside of 
church. People have seen enough skepticism that they want to watch and see something that’s authentic, and there are 
those out there who are waiting to see the real deal. I think there were those kinds of people in the crowd. I think there 
were people in the crowd who would watch Jesus who just hated Him but they couldn’t get away from Him. They 
wanted Him done away with. They wanted Him gone. They wanted Him out of the picture. I think there are people who 
were watching out of simple curiosity, “I heard this guy raised somebody from the dead. That’s pretty legit. I don’t 
believe it so I’m going to follow Him around for a bit.” Most people were unemployed anyway. “Let’s follow this guy 
around; at least we’ll get some free lunch out of the deal. I heard He serves up a mean fish sandwich. Let’s just see what 
happens.” Some were just curious. There are people who are watching you out of curiosity, “She says she’s a Christian. 
I’m curious.” “He goes to that Red Oak Church. I’ve heard it’s a cult. Hmm..let’s see what happens.” Just live 
authentically, man. Live like Jesus lived. 

So, the people are following Him, they are watching Him, and they’re examining Him. They are pretending to be 
sincere. One commentator said that flattery is the mirrored opposite of gossip. Gossip is when you say something 
behind someone’s back that you would never say to their face. Flattery is when you say something to somebody’s face 
that you would never say behind their back. Both are equally insincere. And what’s the goal of either one? To do 
damage. That’s why Jesus said, “Let your yes be yes and your no be no.” Don’t speak flattering words. Speak truth, 
always. 

So, these guys were wanting to turn the people against Jesus, so they were looking for either arrest or 
alienation. Now, I want to give you a couple of thoughts here because it says that Jesus perceived their craftiness, in 
verse 23. Do you reckon? As Jesus says to them, “Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,” the tension is high. 
So, I want to give you some thoughts and explanation about what He’s saying. 

Number one. Jesus was showing us that it’s not wrong to pay taxes or obey the government. Order in society, 
police protection, and a strong military are means to peace and security and those are not bad things. 

Number two. Jesus was, however, qualifying His yes answer. A believer should only give to an emperor or king 
what is due to that king. No man is ever to be worshipped or praised. 

Number three. Jesus was stressing that we are to give our all to God and that He alone is worthy of praise. When 
He said, “Render unto God the things that are God’s,” He’s implying that our image is the image of God. We are image-
bearers of God. In fact, is it not doctrinally, rigidly true that God could only become one of us because He had created us 
in His image to begin with? So, we are image-bearers of God and that broken image has been redeemed by Christ 



becoming one of us, and redeeming the broken image-bearer position, so that He could then conform us back to 
himself. We bear the image of God but He alone is worthy of praise. In our lives, in our words, in our actions. 

Number four. Jesus was accepting that Caesar was a physical king and he had a physical kingdom, but he was 
not a spiritual king and he was not over a kingdom that would be eternal. This was not a perpetual kingdom. Jesus 
himself prophesied that. Jesus was talking to Pilate and Pilate says, “Are you a king?” and Jesus says, “Yes, I’m a King, but 
my kingdom is not of this world. Everyone who is on the side of truth listens to me.” He spoke of a heavenly kingdom 
that would never end. So, there is definition and explanation to what He’s saying. Is He teaching that there’s a time to 
rebel against government? Not in this passage directly, but He’s also not teaching that you just submit, and lay down, 
and accept whatever the government says. 

When would it be okay to rebel against the government? There are three times here. One is when the 
government commands us to violate a commandment of God. In other words, when the government forbids expressly 
for me, or any other pastor in this church, to stand in this pulpit and preach with authority the Word of God, saying, 
“Thus saith the Lord,” without apology, without explanation, and without trying to soften the edge of the sword of the 
Spirit—when the government steps in and says we can’t do that anymore then we will break the law. We will become 
outlaws and we might become prisoners. It’s okay to break the law then. Number two, if we are commanded by 
government to do something immoral. Imagine a Christian in China who finds out that she’s pregnant with her second 
child and the government says she has to have an abortion. What do you do? Well, you don’t follow the laws of the 
government. I can tell you that, because God’s commandment to procreate was greater than a document that the 
Chinese government put out. Number three, God would not call us to go against our own Christian conscience to obey 
government. We mentioned earlier, for instance, a teacher having to teach something from ‘science’ that contradicts 
Scripture or teaching something from ‘history’ that contradicts Scripture. Something like that. So, there might be times 
that we would rebel against government but Jesus also tells us, “As much as it’s possible, live at peace with all men.” 
He’s telling these people to give Caesar his taxes. 

By the way, there was a tax that had to be paid to simply be alive. If you were a man or woman living in the 
Roman Empire you had to pay a denarius tax just to exist. Jesus was like, “So what? Give it to him.” You get to use their 
roads. You get to use public transit. Let me tell you something—we complain about taxes and we should sometimes, 
because there’s some crazy stuff going on. I read a stat last week about how many people live in Washington, D. C. who 
make over $250,000 a year. It was astronomical and that’s being funded by taxpayer dollars. But we have means to do 
something about that through the electoral process. We can vote and we can write to our senators and congressmen. 
We can be active without rebelling against the government. We are in a good situation. In Rome, they didn’t have that 
option. Jesus is still saying, “Submit to the local authorities as long as it doesn’t go against what God’s Law says.” 

So, verse 25b, 
 

“Give to God the things that are God’s.” 
 
We are created in God’s image. Genesis 1:27 says He created male and female in His image. We are also 

redeemed by the blood of Jesus to be new creations, created to do good works. Ephesians 2:10 says,  
 

“We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them.” 
 
God wants us to live out in obedience our identity as image-bearers. 
In conclusion, the people go away amazed, again, at the wisdom and power of Jesus. Jesus made it clear that 

God must receive all glory due to Him. That’s the big idea. People go away frustrated but Jesus answers the question 
beautifully. He says, “Give this to Caesar and live your life for the glory of God.” I think that stands today for us. 
Sometimes, connecting the dots in a text to contextualize it to modern day, contemporary, times can be difficult. Not in 
this text. Vote, be proactive, write your senator, write your congressman, but obey the laws. Respect authority. 
Appreciate and pray for government officials and leaders. Paul tells Timothy, and Peter tells us in 1 Peter 2, that we are 
to honor kings, and rulers, and leaders, and pray for them. Pray for them. I think we can draw a lot of lessons from that 
in our own lives. We can pray for those who are in power over us while being good citizens in this world and know that 
this isn’t ultimately the kingdom that we are going to be a part of. So, we live our lives as citizens of a perpetual, eternal, 
heavenly kingdom, in the here and now, so that we can take as many people with us as possible when we go. That’s our 



goal; to bring glory to God in everything that we do and to honor others and know that they are watching and paying 
attention. Jesus has illustrated this beautifully. 

Let’s pray and then we will respond in song. 
Lord,	we	thank	you	for	your	Word.	We	thank	you	that	it	doesn’t	return	void.	We	thank	you	that,	as	much	as	

we	may	be	guilty	of	misconstruing	or	misinterpreting	Scripture,	that	your	Word	is	clear	in	the	way	that	you’ve	
presented	it.	It’s	living	and	active.	I	pray	that	we	would	understand	that	we	are	your	image-bearers	and	all	the	
responsibility	that	comes	with	that,	as	husbands,	wives,	sons,	daughters,	friends,	pastors,	lay	workers,	employees,	
employers,	boss	men,	boss	women—God,	whatever	our	role	in	this	world	and	in	this	life	is,	specifically	in	2018,	as	
we	look	into	this	year,	God,	I	pray	that	we	would	be	faithful	and	obedient	to	reflect	and	bear	your	image	as	others	
watch.	To	be	good	citizens	who	make	an	impact	in	the	world	but	to	remember,	as	men	like	John	Knox	remembered,	
that	we	first	and	foremost	do	not	bow	to	a	king	or	a	queen,	but	that	we	first	and	foremost	have	pledged	our	
allegiance	to	the	one	God,	our	Savior.	To	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	be	glory,	and	majesty,	dominion,	and	authority,	for	
all	time,	and	for	now,	and	forevermore.	We	worship	you	because	you	are	worthy	to	be	worshipped.	In	Jesus	name,	
we	pray.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
I will read our benediction from Hebrews and then we will just hang out. Hebrews 13:20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you 
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”



January 14, 2018 
Luke 20: 27-47 
Zach Mabry 

 
It’s good to see you all. If you are new here, we are working our way through the Book of Luke and we will be 

finishing up Luke 20 this evening. This is the fourth week that we’ve been in Luke 20 and to give you a context of where 
we are at, in Luke 20 Jesus is having a confrontation with the religious leaders of His day. Let me kind of walk through it 
so you know where we are. 

At the beginning, you will remember that these people attacked Jesus. They came at Him and they said, “By 
whose authority are you preaching and teaching?” We see through the Gospels that Jesus has come preaching with 
authority, unlike any they’ve heard before. Of course, because He’s God, right? He is preaching His Word to them and 
He’s able to reinterpret the Old Testament. Passages that they’ve heard, they’ve known, and they’ve memorized, He is 
able to reinterpret those for himself. So, He’s preaching with authority and they are confused and ask, “By whose 
authority are you preaching?” Jesus can’t get backed into a corner and He’s like, “Oh, I’ll answer your question if you tell 
me by whose authority did John baptize. Was it by Heaven or by man?” They couldn’t answer, because the people loved 
John. If the Pharisees say that John was from Heaven then Jesus is going to ask, “Why didn’t you believe?” And they 
couldn’t say it was from man because then the people would revolt. So, Jesus wins round one. They can’t answer and 
they stand amazed, “We can’t answer that.” 

So, then, Jesus kind of goes on the offensive. Remember when we went through the story of the wicked 
tenants? They had questioned Jesus’ authority and now He is basically undermining their authority. He tells the story of 
the wicked tenants who killed every messenger that their master sent and then they killed his son. For us, we read that 
and think what a crazy story it is, but they figured it out. Because, in verse 19, it says that they realized that Jesus was 
talking about them. He is setting up what’s going to happen. He’s saying that they murdered the prophets who were 
preparing the way for Jesus and they are going to murder Jesus. 

Then, they counter-attack. This is where we were last week with the question, “Who do we pay taxes to?” They 
tried to get the people to turn against Jesus and that didn’t work. Now, they are trying to get the government to turn 
against Jesus, so they ask, “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?” They know that if they can get Jesus to go against the 
authorities that they can get the authorities on their side. Jesus, then, again flips it around. The way that Jesus answers 
these questions is masterful, because He will see the heart of their question and then ask them a question. He says, “Let 
me see that coin. Who is on it? Caesar? Okay, then give to Caesar the things with Caesar’s image on it and give to God 
the things with God’s image on it.” Oh, like us. So, Jesus gets to the heart of the matter and says, “You need to be 
submitting to God.” Because what are they doing? They are just trying to trick Jesus. That’s all they are doing. What’s 
crazy, and I think we will get to it this evening, is that I think there are ways that we do this every day. There are ways 
that we try to find loopholes so that we can justify our own sinful behavior. In the same sense, we are doing what these 
religious leaders were doing; trying to find a loophole to trick Jesus so that we can continue sinning. That’s so sad and 
very sobering. 

But what we are going to do is I’m going to read through this passage in Luke 20 and I’m going to read verses 27 
through 47. It’s twenty verses and we are going to do it and it’s going to be awesome. Because it’s God’s Word, so how 
can it not be? 

 
“There came to him some Sadducees.” 

 
Some of you might be thinking, “Who are the Sadducees?” We’ll get to that. The Sadducees are other religious 

leaders. That’s all you need to know right now. They are chiming in for this round. They’re like, “The Pharisees, scribes, 
and chief priests couldn’t handle it so we will take care of it.” So, it says, 

 
“There came to him some Sadducees, those who deny that there is a resurrection.” 

 
Keep that in mind. 
 

“And they asked him a question, saying, ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother 
dies, having a wife but no children, the man must take the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 
29 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and died without children. 30 And the second 31 



and the third took her, and likewise all seven left no children and died. 32 Afterward the woman also died. 
33 In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had her as wife.’” 
 
It’s funny, because I think that right here they think, “Got Him. Mic drop. Whatcha got now?” So, Jesus answers, 

and I’m not going to lie to you, this is a very confusing answer. Okay.  
 

“And Jesus said to them, ‘The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who 
are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, 
being sons of the resurrection.’” 
 
So, that’s His answer. It’s confusing. Then, He says, 
 

“But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush, where he calls 
the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for all live to him.” 
 
Now, for some of us, we read this and we think, “Why doesn’t He answer their questions?” but He does, 

because listen. 
 

“Then some of the scribes answered, ‘Teacher, you have spoken well.’ 40 For they no longer dared 
to ask him any question.” 
 
Hoping the round was over, Jesus jumps back in. 
 

“But he said to them, ‘How can they say that the Christ is David's son? 42 For David himself says 
in the Book of Psalms, 

“The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 43until I make your enemies your footstool.’” 
44 David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?’” 

 
Then, it doesn’t even show their answer. They don’t even try. Right? Then He goes on and says, 
 

“And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples, 46 ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to 
walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honor at feasts, 47 who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.’” 
 
Let me pray over this again and we will go right into this. 
Gracious	Lord,	I	pray	that	you	will	give	us	wisdom	and	insight	to	understand	your	Word.	Help	us	to	see	the	

way	in	which	you,	when	you	were	on	the	Earth,	answered	these	questions,	and	help	us	to	understand	the	questions	
and	the	answers	so	that	we	can	apply	these	truths	to	our	lives.	I	pray,	most	importantly,	that	you	will	be	exalted	
and	we	will	be	humbled	in	your	presence.	We	pray	this	in	the	name	of	Jesus.	Amen.	

So, when we get to our text for tonight, the Sadducees are taking the lead and are trying to trick Jesus. But 
remember, Jesus is not going to get tricked. It’s so funny, because even when you look back at the end of Luke 2—
remember that the only story that we have of Jesus from birth until His ministry is this one little story when He is twelve 
and He is left in the Temple. Of course, this is Parenting 101. Mary and Joseph leave Jesus in Jerusalem as a twelve-year-
old, accidentally, and it’s three days later when they figure it out. So, if any of you have ever lost your kid in the shopping 
mall or something, in Walmart, it’s okay. Mary and Joseph lost Jesus for days. So, they find him in the Temple and it says 
that they were all amazed at His answers. Isn’t that interesting? He’s twelve and religious leaders are asking Him 
questions and they are amazed. So, if twelve-year-old Jesus could stump these guys, imagine now thirty-three-year-old 
Jesus. So, they throw this curve ball at Him and I think that they think they have won the argument. But, here’s the 
thing—Jesus points out that this is a bad question. This isn’t a good question. We all know people like this. I have been 



this person. Right? It’s like, I’m going to make this huge, hypothetical situation and make you answer it. You will talk to 
people and they will say, “Oh, you believe in God, right?” “Yes, I believe in God.” “So, you believe He’s all-powerful?” 
“Um, hmm.” “He can do anything?” “Yes.” “Well, can He make a rock big enough that He can’t pick it up?” Boom. That 
person isn’t even trying to get an answer. Jesus points this out. This isn’t a good question. They are not trying to get an 
answer. They are just trying to trick Him. But He’s going to answer it anyway and He’s going to go to the heart of it. 

We need a time out because we need to know what they’re quoting. They’re quoting the Bible. This is real 
Jewish teaching and this actually comes from Deuteronomy 25. We are going to take a quick time out and pause 
because we need to talk about three things. We need to talk about what they are quoting from Deuteronomy 25, and 
then we need to talk about who are the Sadducees, and then we need to talk about resurrection in the Old Testament. 
Then, I promise, we will actually get back to Luke 20. 

They are asking this question and they think they’ve got Jesus because they say, “You’ve commanded…God 
says,” right? They are talking about the Resurrection but these guys didn’t believe in the resurrection. All they are 
thinking about is this world. So, this guy gets married and dies without a child. I’ll read this in Deuteronomy 25. This is 
called Levirate marriage, in case you were wondering. Deuteronomy 25:5—This is God’s Word. 

 
“If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall 

not be married outside the family to a stranger. Her husband's brother shall go in to her and take her as 
his wife and perform the duty of a husband's brother to her. 6 And the first son whom she bears shall 
succeed to the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.” 
 
Now, here are the consequences if he doesn’t do this. 
 

“ 7 And if the man does not wish to take his brother's wife, then his brother's wife shall go up to 
the gate to the elders and say, ‘My husband's brother refuses to perpetuate his brother's name in Israel; 
he will not perform the duty of a husband's brother to me.’ 8 Then the elders of his city shall call him and 
speak to him, and if he persists, saying, ‘I do not wish to take her,’ 9 then his brother's wife shall go up to 
him in the presence of the elders and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face.” 
 
This is in the Bible. 
 

“And she shall answer and say, ‘So shall it be done to the man who does not build up his 
brother's house.’” 
 
This is kind of a weird law. Right? I’m going to take your shoe and spit in your face because you are not having a 

kid with me. Because, remember, in so much of the Old Testament—God’s promises that He made all the way back with 
Abraham—what did God promise? He promised land and He promised a lineage. This is how God showed His blessings 
and promises in the Old Testament. In fact, land was such a big deal that you couldn’t sell it. If a Jewish person got into 
debt and sold part of his property to another person, in seven years he would get it back. Because God was the one who 
gave that gift. 

I treat my kids like this sometimes when they trade stuff. I’m like, “No, you can’t do that.” I have a kid who is 
tricky. He’s like Jacob and Esau, like, “Can I have your birthright? I’ve got some soup for you.” They will do that. 

God prepared for that ahead of time. Remember when we were going through the book of Judges and Spencer 
preached on the land allotments? We wondered how we were going to preach on that, but this is victory. The land that 
was given to them was theirs because God gave it to them. He prepared it for them so it stays with them. So, this is what 
would happen. A brother would marry his dead brother’s wife and their first son would act as if in lineage and would 
have the land and the lineage of that dead brother. This also helps us understand that sometimes in the Bible you will 
see two lineages and they will look contradictory. It will say that this person had this son but in another place will say 
that this person had this son. So, the Bible is wrong and there is no God? No, not the case. In a lot of those situations 
one lineage is going by the biological son and the other is going by the legal son. This was an important thing. 

So, the Sadducees were trying to throw this in Jesus’ face. What’s crazy is that they are talking about the 
resurrection but they don’t believe in the resurrection, which leads us to the Sadducees. The two main religious sects of 
the day were the Pharisees and the Sadducees. We talk about the Pharisees a lot but we don’t talk about the Sadducees 
that often. There were a lot fewer Sadducees but they were in a higher position of authority. They started about a 



hundred and fifty years before Jesus and the main differences in their beliefs were that Sadducees didn’t believe in the 
resurrection, angels, or spirits. We see that from Acts 23. In fact, there was such a big conflict between the two of these 
groups, especially when it came to these things—resurrection, angels, and spirits—that in Acts 23, Paul has had charges 
pressed against him and he is on trial. He realized that there are Pharisees and Sadducees in the crowd so he says, “I’m a 
Pharisee. I’m a Pharisee, son of a Pharisee. I’m a good Pharisee. I’m being put on trial because of my belief in the 
resurrection.” And the Pharisees stop and say, “No, then we find no fault in him.” Maybe a spirit spoke to them, right? 
The Sadducees don’t believe in spirits, or the resurrection, or angels. So, this question, coming from the Sadducees, is 
crazy because they don’t even believe in the resurrection. 

Now, okay. Let’s time out here also. Because for us, today, having the New Testament, there’s a pretty clear 
teaching on the resurrection, right? Especially if we look at 1 Corinthians 15, where the Apostle Paul writes. Everything 
in the Gospel hinges on whether Jesus rose from the grave. Paul says, “If Jesus didn’t rise from the grave then we are of 
all people most to be pitied.” There is nothing else to live for in this world. Which is ironic, because, for the Sadducees, 
they were sad..you see, because they didn’t believe in the resurrection. So, all of their hope was in this world. That’s why 
we see the Sadducees always trying to get a higher order. They are always trying to get promoted in business or in 
religion. The chief priest was typically a Sadducee. They were also very wealthy. It makes sense that they are only living 
for money, for here, and for now, because when they die there is nothing. That’s what they believed.  

The biggest confrontation happened between the Pharisees and the Sadducees because of the resurrection. Like 
I said, we see resurrection of the dead all the time in the New Testament and all through Scripture, but isn’t it 
interesting that a hundred fifty years before Jesus, when the only Scripture that they had was the Old Testament, that 
this was such a big deal. What I want to look at real quick are passages where we see the resurrection in the Old 
Testament. The resurrection is a big deal and it’s always been God’s plan. I know I said in the Old Testament but first I 
want to look in John 11. Remember, when we were going through the book of John we saw that his main point was that 
Jesus is God. Jesus is God. The man, Jesus Christ, is God. One of the tools that he implemented, in showing us that Jesus 
was God, was to use the dialogue of the characters in his epistle to point to Jesus being God. So, let’s look at John 11. 

John 11 is right after Lazarus had died. We are going to see a conversation between Jesus and Martha. We 
would understand Martha as being an Old Testament Christian. She’s an Old Testament believer. Look at what happens 
in John 11, starting in verse 17, 

 
“Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house.” 
 
Now, listen to what she says. 
 

“Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’” 
 
She’s saying first off that Jesus can keep people from dying. Because John’s whole point is that Jesus is God. 

Okay. 
 

“But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 
 
She’s saying, “You can bring Lazarus back from the dead,” right? That’s the problem she’s dealing with. Her 

brother is dead. “I know now that whatever you ask that God can give you. You can bring Lazarus, my brother, back from 
the grave.” Then, look at this. 

 
“Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’” 

 
Now, for me, in my limited understanding of the Old Testament, I think, “How did she get this?” If you only had 

the Old Testament and that’s all you ever looked at and all you ever studied—you didn’t have the New Testament and 
you didn’t have Jesus rising from the grave—she has confidence. He says to her, “Your brother will rise from the grave,” 
and then she looks at Him and says, “I know.” 

 



“Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’” 
 
Wha-a-t? That’s crazy. She knows this. And then, this is awesome. 
 

“’I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 

and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord; I believe that you are the Christ (the Messiah), the Son of God, who is coming into the world.’” 
 
So, we have this faithful, Jewish believer in God, who knows the Old Testament so well that she knows there is a 

resurrection on the last day. So, let’s look at a couple of passage in the Old Testament where we can see this. First, in 
Isaiah 26:19. There are tons of passages that we can use, because this is really all over the Old Testament, but we don’t 
study the Old Testament well, and when we do we don’t pick up on this. But look how clear this is. Isaiah 26:19, 

 
“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 
    You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! 
For your dew is a dew of light, 
    and the earth will give birth to the dead.” 

 
This is the Old Testament. This is talking about what’s going to happen, right? Look at Daniel 12:2. This is the 

most New Testament sounding verse in the Old Testament. 
 

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
 
We are seeing a clear teaching of what’s going to happen at the end of days. And it’s from Daniel, in the Old 

Testament, a thousand years before Jesus. Then, look at Job 19:23-26. This is awesome. Job says, 
 

“Oh that my words were written….!” 
 
That’s ironic. We are reading….yeah, you got it. 
 

“Oh that my words were written! 
    Oh that they were inscribed in a book!” 

 
With my name, Job, on it. 
 

“Oh that with an iron pen and lead 
    they were engraved in the rock forever! 
25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
    and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
    yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27 whom I shall see for myself, 
    and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 

 
He is confident. He knows that his flesh, his body, is going to die and then what’s going to happen? He’s going to 

see God in the flesh. This is a physical, bodily resurrection from the grave with His Redeemer. This is in the Old 
Testament. Now, we look at this and think, “How could the Sadducees have missed that?” Right? “Yet, in my flesh I shall 
see God. I know my Redeemer lives.”  

I’ve talked to some of you who have looked ahead and read through this passage and we’ve said that the way 
that Jesus answers it, at first, is super confusing. Because I think, “Why don’t you just quote Isaiah 53?” You guys 
remember Isaiah 53? It talks about how the Suffering Servant is going to taste death and then come back to life. He’s 
going to make an offering for sin and then be raised. Awesome. So why wouldn’t Jesus use that? Jesus is going at the 



heart of the matter, especially because it can be confusing understanding what the Sadducees believed. They didn’t stay 
around for very long. The lasted from about a hundred fifty years before Jesus until right about the time of the 
destruction in AD70. It was about a two hundred twenty-ish period of years when there were Sadducees. So, we don’t 
know a lot about what they taught or believed but some people think that Josephus hinted that they only accepted the 
books of the Law, the first five books of the Bible, and the Psalms. So, what Jesus does is He doesn’t use those other 
prophets because maybe they won’t listen to those prophets. But they will listen to Moses and they will listen to David. 
So, that’s what Jesus does. Jesus goes back and answers them. 

The first thing He does is He clarifies for them what resurrection is going to look like. Then, He talks about what 
marriage is going to look like. So, let’s read this in Luke 20:34, 

 
“And Jesus said to them, ‘The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage, 35 but those who 

are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, 36 for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, 
being sons of the resurrection.’” 
 
So, a couple of things. One is for us to see that when Jesus is talking about the people who make it into God’s 

kingdom, when He says, “Those who are considered worthy,” is the same type of terminology as being counted 
righteous. This is something that we can’t make ourselves worthy of. Only God can make us worthy to enter into His 
kingdom because He gives us His righteousness. Only those people will make it into this kingdom of God. Jesus is talking 
about these two different ages. One of them is right now and one is in the kingdom. In the kingdom, Jesus is saying that 
there is not going to be marriage anymore. Look at what He says. He says they cannot die anymore, and they are equal 
to angels, and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection. This is confusing—why is there no marriage anymore? 
There are two reasons that we can understand that there is not marriage in the kingdom. Now, we will pause for a 
second and realize that marriage is a big deal. Christians make a big deal about marriage and we should. That’s because, 
for the first reason, marriage is and has always been a picture of Christ and the Church. It has always been a picture of 
Christ and the Church, which is why we need to esteem it so highly. We shouldn’t look and say, “Well, in God’s kingdom 
there’s no marriage so who cares about marriage now?” Oh, no. In the future, there’s a marriage of Christ and His 
Church, in His kingdom, and right now we have a shadow of that in our earthly marriage. And when that reality takes 
place there is no need for the shadow anymore. Do you see what He’s saying? We know that from the beginning, in 
Ephesians 5:31, Paul is quoting Genesis 2, and he says, 

 
“Therefore, a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife. The two will 

become one flesh. This mystery is profound and I am saying it refers to Christ and the Church.” 
 
So, Paul is quoting Genesis at the inauguration of marriage. He is saying that this has always been about Christ 

and His Church. That makes sense. In the kingdom we are married to our Lord and Savior, so this earthly picture isn’t 
needed anymore. Then, Jesus says that we can’t die. That was confusing for me. Why does there not need to be 
marriage if people can’t die? Well, another reason for marriage is procreation, for making more people. If we can’t die 
then we don’t need that anymore. For some of us, this is weird to think about. I love my spouse, so what’s it going to be 
like in Heaven? Does that mean I’m not going to love my wife or my husband anymore? The reality is that we are going 
to love our spouses so much more fully. We are talking about being in God’s kingdom—and this thing that we like so 
much now is going to be a billion times better in the kingdom. We don’t know how—all we know is no mind could 
perceive how amazing His blessings are for us. That’s huge. 

So, we see that it’s a picture of Christ and the Church. No one is going to die. Then, this is so good for us—
remember they use this idea of Levirate marriage because the older son is the one who had the inheritance. Then, look 
what He says. They cannot die anymore, they are equal to angels—now we shouldn’t think we are going to be equal to 
angels in that we are going to be just like the angels but what He means by that is that we won’t die, like the angels. 
Then He says, 

 
“…and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection.” 

 
Jesus is lumping all of us in there. If you are a believer—if God has put His righteousness in you—and it’s not 

‘sons’ that are just male but it’s the position of sons—each one of us is going to be considered a son of God. Each one of 



us, male and female, are going to be the ones who inherit from our Father and who are heirs of that kingdom. How 
awesome is that? They are so consumed with just this world and the stuff that they can acquire in this world, which is 
going to turn to dust and they are going to die. Jesus is trying to point them to a kingdom where they won’t die and 
anything that they can imagine falls short of the glory that we will have because we will be known by God and we will 
know Him fully. That’s what we need to be living for. Right? 

Then, Jesus goes on. He has answered their question and He could stop there. They are amazed and they don’t 
know what to say. Then, He decides to go on, because why not? It’s funny because in Matthew’s accounting of this, in 
Matthew 22, Jesus is a lot more harsh. When they ask Him this question, He answers, 

 
“You are wrong because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.” 

 
They don’t understand it. They don’t understand the Scriptures. They don’t understand that the Old Testament 

has been talking about this resurrection. And they don’t know about the power of God, that God is going to make them 
heirs in this kingdom in the future. So, He goes on and throws more trick questions at them. First, He talks about Moses, 
because they believe in Moses. They believe the writings of Moses. He says, 

 
“But that the dead are raised,….” 

 
He could say, “I’ve answered your question and I could stop, but let me continue.” 
 

“But that the dead are raised, even Moses showed, in the passage about the bush…” 
 
I think this is hilarious. Jesus could quote the verse and say, “In Exodus,” but He doesn’t. I love it in Hebrews 

where the author will say, “It says somewhere…” or “The Holy Spirit says….” This is what Jesus says, 
 

“In the passage about the bush, where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living, for all live to him. 39 Then 
some of the scribes answered, ‘Teacher, you have spoken well.’ 40 For they no longer dared to ask him 
any question.” 
 
What He is talking about is in Exodus 3. They all would have known, and most of them would have memorized, 

this passage. I’ll read it. 
 

“Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led 
his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 And the angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush 
was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, ‘I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burned.’” 
 
Sometimes, when you are watching sheep all the time you talk out loud to yourself. 
 

 4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, 
Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 5 Then he said, ‘Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for 
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”’6 And he said, ‘I am the God of your father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at 
God.” 
 
Then God goes on and commissions Moses to go to the people because He’s going to deliver them. Then, in 

verse 13, Moses said to God, 
 

“If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ 
and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, ‘I am who I am.’ 
And he said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel: “I am has sent me to you.”’ 15 God also said to Moses, ‘Say 



this to the people of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered 
throughout all generations.” 
 
This is where we see that God has given Moses His covenant name. You’ve heard people talk about Yahweh. 

That’s what this word is, Yahweh, the name that God self-identifies as. God says, “This is my name and it will be my 
name throughout all generations.” It comes from the word ‘to be.’ He’s saying that, “I AM. I am the always-existing, ever 
present God of the universe. I am. I’ve always been. I always will be. I am.” 

What Jesus is doing when He is quoting this is that He is showing us that He believes in the full inspiration of 
Scripture. Because even in the present tense that God uses, when He says, “I am the God of Abraham, I am the God of 
Isaac, I am the God of Jacob,” He is saying, “Currently, right now, I am their God.” How can God say that? Jesus told us, 
for all live to Him. When God is saying this to Moses, He is saying that, “Right now, currently, in my kingdom, I’m the God 
of Abraham. He’s here with me. Isaac—he is here with me. Jacob—he is here with me. I am their King now and I am their 
God now, more so than ever, because now they are truly living to me in eternity with me.” Whoa! How can that 
happen? Because when they died here they were raised with God. They are still around. They are still alive. Not just still 
alive but truly alive, because they have cast off this earthly tent. Jesus is saying, “If you believed the Scriptures you 
would know that there is a resurrection, because Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have resurrected. I am their God. I was their 
God when they were on Earth and I am still their God now, and I will always be their God.”  Awesome. 

Then, Jesus goes on and talks about David. He quotes Psalm 110. This is great, because they started by asking 
Him trick questions and now He asks them a trick question. He says to them, 

 
“How can they say that the Christ is David's son?” 

 
Everybody says that. Luke, at the beginning of his Gospel, showed us that Jesus was in the line, biologically, from 

David. We know that there were prophecies given to David that there would be a King, a Messiah, that would come after 
him. Other prophets looked back and said that there is going to be a Son of David who is coming. It’s a big deal. So, Jesus 
asks them, “How can they say that the Christ is the son of David?” Because, are you ready….? 

 
“For David himself says in the Book of Psalms, ‘The Lord…’” 

 
Now, we need to understand something. The New Testament was written in Greek, and when it says, “The Lord 

said to my Lord,” those are both the same words in Greek. There is only one word that is used and it could mean LORD 
like God or Lord like sir, in the New Testament. The Old Testament is different. The Old Testament had two different 
words to mean Lord. One of them was Yahweh. So, in your Bible, in the Old Testament, whenever you see LORD written 
in all caps then you know that that word is Yahweh. That’s why a lot of times when you hear the Old Testament read 
here at Red Oak that whoever is reading will often say Yahweh instead of LORD. So, Jesus is quoting this and we have it in 
Greek but we also know it from Hebrew. 

 
“The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 43 until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 
44 David thus calls him Lord, so how is he his son?” 

 
Do you see what He’s saying? He is quoting it and in Psalm 110 he is saying, “Yahweh says to my Lord, ‘Sit at my 

right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.’” What Jesus is showing us is that this is a conversation inside of 
the Trinity. Yahweh is talking to the Messiah, Jesus, “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” But, 
in the Jewish concept you would never call someone who was your offspring, your Lord. So, how could Jesus call Him his 
Lord if he is not even alive yet? Because, He is talking about what has happened inside the conversation between the 
Holy Trinity; that Yahweh says this to Jesus. They have no way to answer this. Their minds are blown. How can David be 
saying this about the Messiah, because the Messiah has always existed. The Messiah has always been there and Jesus 
wants us to know that this is Him. Jesus is the One who existed before the world. Jesus is the One who has come, sent 
from God the Father, from Yahweh, to be this Messiah. Wow. This is unbelievable. 

Reading through this the first time, I wondered how I was going to preach this, “I don’t get this.” But He’s 
turning it back on the Sadducees, showing them that from their own Scriptures that they should have already seen this. 



They should have already seen that there is an eternal world and an eternal kingdom and that they could put their faith 
in the Messiah, in Jesus, and if they did that then they, too, would be counted worthy to attain that kingdom. 

Then, finally, this is the most convicting part. What has happened here? They are done. They don’t even try to 
answer. Of course not. They don’t have an answer. What are they going to say? There’s nothing to say. They’re 
speechless. So, then, Jesus, after having this confrontation with the scribes, and Pharisees, and the Sadducees, and the 
chief priests, turns and warns His disciples. But, He’s not just warning His disciples. He’s warning His disciples, He’s 
warning the crowds, He’s warning the scribes, the Sadducees, and the Pharisees, and, I think, He’s warning us also. 
Because He says this. He’s just won the argument. It’s over. They’re not going to attack Him anymore. 

 
“And in the hearing of all the people he said to his disciples,…” 

 
See how sneaky it is. “Everybody can hear me but I’m just going to talk to you guys,” right? He says, 
 

“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the 
marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts,…” 
 
He’s addressed all of these issues. We’ve talked through this, right? 
 

“…who devour widows' houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the 
greater condemnation.” 
 
He’s saying to beware of these scribes. For us, we need to realize that at that time these guys were the religious 

leaders. What were they doing? They were walking around wanting to be seen because of their religion. They wanted to 
be recognized by others and shown priority, and to be given preference everywhere. They wanted the best seats 
everywhere. It could be either, with these long robes that they were showing their wealth, their success, and their 
affluence, or that these were traditional priestly robes and they wanted to be seen as being the religious leaders. They 
wanted to be seen as the most pious and the most godly. But Jesus said that they were devouring widows’ houses, 
which I think we will get into some next week. They were exploiting the poor. They were exploiting widows. They were 
requiring more from people than those people had the ability to give, because they had made a manmade religion and 
they were forcing other people to submit to a manmade religion. But they can’t make themselves worthy. Right? They 
can only be given worthiness through the righteousness of Jesus. One of the commentators said that their piety was only 
a cloak for their hypocrisy. 

Jesus says that they will receive their condemnation. I think that He’s referring back to the same thing He said to 
them in verses 17-18. Remember when He quotes Psalm 118 and says, “The stone that the builders rejected has become 
the cornerstone and everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and when it falls on anyone it will crush 
him.” They are going to receive their condemnation because they rejected Jesus. But they are rejecting Jesus in the 
name of religion, in the name of Judaism, and Jesus was the most perfect Jew. They are forsaking the fulfillment of their 
own religion. Why? Because of themselves. Because of their appearance. Because they were trying to find loopholes to 
justify their sinfulness. 

So, for us, we need to be aware of those people. Absolutely. For me, and some of you were probably the same 
way, I grew up in a pretty strict, independent, legalistic background, which was really hypocritical, and now God has 
freed you from that. Now, you are looking back and saying, “Thank God, I’m not like one of them.” Right? You have 
made yourself the same type of legalistic and hypocritical. What we do is we try to look at the letter of the law and make 
provisions for our flesh by saying things like, “She’s not my wife but, you know, our relationship isn’t sexual.” Or, “It’s 
not really a lie,” or “We aren’t technically having sex so it’s still pure.” “It’s not exactly stealing, you know.” We do that. 
We are not right on the inside and we don’t want anyone to know where our struggles are so we put up a front. We 
haven’t spent time with the Lord in His Word for who knows how long, but we are still going to try to give godly advice, 
because we still have some Scripture in our heads. When I step back and I think, “Who am I in this story?” all too often I 
find that I’m the Pharisee or I’m the Sadducee. I’m the one who is trying to justify my sin by saying, “It’s not technically 
that,” or I’m trying to let other people see me and give me respect and think that I’m more of a Christian than I am or 
more godly than I am. We’ve all done this, right? You subtly try to drop hints of something good that you’ve said or 
you’ve done so that you get the reward. We need to be careful. This is what we need to be aware of. We need to be 
aware of those people who will rope us in and we need to be aware of becoming those people ourselves. Because, at 



the end of the day, can we attain to this righteousness? Absolutely not. Is this something that we are able to do on our 
own? No. When we look at Scripture and we see this resurrection kingdom, is that something that we can get pride 
from? We should be humbled by it because we could never attain to that. We need to be humbled by this because we 
know that the only thing that we bring to salvation is a rotting corpse that needs to be made alive through our 
confession in Christ and His regeneration of us. That’s where, I think, for me, that’s where we need to apply this. We 
need to look and see this amazing kingdom that God has offered us and, if you are in Christ, you need to know that God 
has made you alive and you are already a part of a kingdom that you are going to join fully upon death or His return. We 
should glory in that and be humbled that God has extended this to us. Then, we need to seek our community. We need 
to no longer try to pretend that things are right on the inside when they’re not. We are all a mess. We have small 
groups. If you are not a part of one of our discipleship groups, sign up and be a part of one. You can hang out with other 
believers and really share your life with a bunch of people who are looking to Jesus, and then really look to Jesus. That’s 
where we need to be here. We don’t need to be the ones who are trying to play tricks. We need to take Jesus at His 
word and see this amazing grace that’s been offered to us in the Gospel. 

If you’ve never confessed, repented, and believed in Jesus then you need to realize that this is our only hope. 
Apart from this, we have the same destiny as the Sadducees. We will work our entire lives to make something good 
here, whether it’s in business or religion, only to realize that it’s dust and it’s nothing. It’s going to crumble. We need to 
be living for the eternity that God has called us to, knowing that this eternity is far greater than we could ever ask or 
imagine. 

So, we are going to pray and then we are going to sing to the Lord in worship. So, let’s pray together. 
Gracious	heavenly	Father,	we	do	thank	you	for	your	Word.	Thank	you	that	you’ve	given	us	your	Word,	that	

you	have	become	a	man	and	have	lived	a	perfect	life,	and	have	sacrificed	so	that	you	could	put	our	sin	to	death,	so	
that	we	can	rise	in	your	righteousness	and	we	can	take	part	in	your	resurrection.	I	do	pray	that	you	will	convict	us	
of	our	sin	in	ways	that	we	have	been	untruthful	with	you,	and	with	others,	and	with	ourselves.	I	do	pray	that	you	
will	bring	us	to	a	place	where	we	glory	in	you	in	confession	and	in	submission	to	your	Word	and	to	your	truth.	Be	
with	us	now	as	we	worship	and	help	us	to	worship	with	pure	hearts	and	minds.	In	the	name	of	Jesus.	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
I will read our doxology from Jude 24. It says this, 
 
“Now	to	him	who	is	able	to	keep	you	from	stumbling	and	to	present	you	blameless	before	the	presence	of	

his	glory	with	great	joy,	25	to	the	only	God,	our	Savior,	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	be	glory,	majesty,	dominion,	
and	authority,	before	all	time	and	now	and	forever.	Amen.”



January 21, 2018 
Luke 21: 1-36 
Spencer Davis 

 
Turn in your Bibles to the book of Luke, chapter 21. That’s where we’re going to be tonight. Everybody should be 

super excited because we’re going to talk about money and the end times. All in one sermon—it’s going to be awesome. 
This passage is a difficult one. It’s not just difficult because of the topics it covers, although to be real they kicked my 
butt all week, but it’s a confusing passage, too, because Jesus’ conversation with the disciples keeps swapping from one 
point in the future to another point in the future. It swaps back and forth and back and forth without any real warning. 
For a lot of commentators it’s a very difficult passage. So, we are going to go as fast as we can through this passage and 
try to make sure we understand what Jesus is saying. 

To give some background, remember last week in Luke 20, the way he ended that chapter is like this. It says this, 
 

“And in the hearing of all the people, Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like 
to walk around in long robes, and love greetings in the marketplaces, and the best seats in the 
synagogue, and the places of honor at feasts. They devour widows’ houses and for pretense they make 
long prayers. They will receive a greater condemnation.’” 
 
It’s a pretty damning statement against these religious leaders who love greetings in the marketplace, and being 

thought of as special, and they love having all this money, but on the side they are entering into widows’ houses and 
devouring them. It’s a pretty dark scene for these scribes and that sets up, ironically, this story about a widow. Some 
commentators would say that the background is that when these guys devoured widows’ houses, they probably 
devoured hers. They probably extorted her out of some sort of money and the money that they are happily clanging into 
the offering plate might be hers. 

So, let’s jump in at 21:1. 
 

“Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box.” 
 
Pause for a second. The offering boxes in the Temple at this time would have been brass boxes that they called 

trumpets. There would have been eleven or twelve boxes in the back of the Temple and these men would take their 
coins and, if you can imagine an unpadded brass box and coins dropping into it, it would just be clang, clang, clang, and 
just huge noises as these guys dropped their money in. They didn’t want to pad them because they loved the noise and 
the prestige that the clang, clang, clang brought. So, they would loudly drop their money in. 

Now, some of these guys were probably dropping their money in out of a pure heart. Some of these guys 
probably were but many of them were not. It says He saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box. Then, verse 2, 

 
“And he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 3 And he said, ‘Truly, I tell you, this 

poor widow has put in more than all of them.’” 
 
The words there mean like all of them put together. 
 

“For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to 
live on.” 
 
That’s crazy. She put in all she had to live on and she wasn’t making a show about it. She wasn’t coming up to 

Jesus and saying, “Jesus, this is all I have to live on, so if you don’t mind, do a miracle.” For all we know, the widow 
doesn’t know that Jesus is seeing to the core of her pocketbook and seeing how much she has. The widow doesn’t make 
a great show but she sacrifices a lot. In contrast, the Pharisees are all show and no sacrifice. 

So, to give some backdrop so we know about money, and treasure, and heart, Matthew 6:19-21 says, 
 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 
break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 



 
This tips us off to the fact that this story is not primarily about coins; it’s primarily about hearts. Jesus just told us 

that the Pharisees devour widows’ houses. For some more background, James 1:27 says this, 
 

“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this, to visit widows and orphans in 
their affliction and to keep oneself unstained from the world.” 
 
Another version will say, 
 

“True religion is this, to take care of widows and orphans.” 
 
These guys are not deceived. They know they are devouring widows’ houses but they love clank, clank, clank. 

They love the prestige of all of that and they don’t have true religion. What is crazy is, if the widow is truly dropping in all 
that she has, in this society without any Social Security or mutual funds, this is truly giving all that she has. Because what 
sort of job would this lady have? Probably not much at all. As far as we know, she wasn’t aware that she was being 
watched and she was being watched to the core. Her inner heart was being laid open and she didn’t even know it. Jesus 
can measure hearts and motives and He saw the beauty of this woman’s gift. The Pharisees looked holy but were not. 
The widow looked stingy but was not. Jesus saw to their cores and He didn’t measure coins, He measured hearts. 

We think about people that we owe money to, like Duke Power, or the folks you pay your mortgage to, or the 
people you pay your power bill to, or Sallie Mae; whoever it is you pay money to. They don’t care how you give, they just 
care that you give, that you pay what’s owed, and that you satisfy that bill. They don’t care if you’re mad. They don’t 
care if you’re happy. They don’t care anything about that. That is not the case with God. He cares not so much that you 
give a certain sum but He cares how you give. He cares about your heart as you are giving. I think God is pleased when 
we give what costs us. I’ll explain that a little bit. That doesn’t mean that we should give in an unwise way. Obviously, 
this passage isn’t saying, so you need to sell all your possessions and give it to this church right now. Although, there are 
some passages that say to sell all your possessions, but those passages are talking about heart. They expose something 
in the rich man when he says that his possessions are too, too important. So, I don’t think we need a teaching, nor do I 
think that this verse says that you need to go sell everything that you have and give it away. 

Human nature doesn’t need to be taught to keep what you’ve got. We don’t need more reminders like, “Be sure 
you are saving money for yourself.” We don’t need that reminder. We need the opposite reminder, because human 
nature grabs, and holds, and keeps on its own. We need reminders, “Give, give, give,” Because that’s so counter-
intuitive. We need to hear that you need to give even when it costs. We need to hear stories like that of David when he 
was on the threshing floor of Araunah. Do you remember this story in 2 Samuel 24? The king was coming to Araunah 
and he was going to buy the threshing floor where this angel had appeared. Araunah told David, “I’ll just give it to you,” 
and David said, “No, I will buy it from you for a price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me 
nothing.” We need to hear things like that. We aren’t going to offer something that costs us nothing.  

I read a convicting quote from C.S. Lewis this week about giving, 
 
“I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we 
can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard 
common among those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little.” 
 
Ouch. I’ll read that again. 
 
“In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, luxuries, amusements, etc., is up to the standard common among 
those with the same income as our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our charities do not at all pinch 
or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot do because 
our charitable expenditure excludes them.” 
 
That hurts, but it’s probably true. There are some things that we should like to do but we can’t do because our 

giving is too much. 
So, Jesus saw what the lady did with her money just like He sees what we do with ours. The point isn’t that God 

wants a certain amount of our money. He wants our hearts. This is all a heart issue. The money here is just a barometer; 
it’s just a measuring tool, or a gauge. 



I was listening to a TED Talk. Do y’all ever listen to TED Talks? There’s TED Talk podcast158 I was listening to one 
this week that talked about a study that was done at UC Berkeley about money and how money affects us. This is a 
study that was not done from a Christian point of view or perspective, but it was really fascinating to see how money 
affects a man. It was to see if having more money could turn us into different sort of people. Does it make us behave 
differently if we have money? They looked at years, and years, and years of these studies and it’s shocking. 

In the first study, in California, they did a car study. What they did was they literally hid in the bushes at an 
intersection. In California, where drivers are legally required to stop for pedestrians, they videotaped the scenario for 
hundreds of vehicles over several days. The results showed that the more expensive the car, the less likely the driver 
was to stop for the pedestrian—that is, the more likely they were to break the law. None of the drivers in the least-
expensive-car category broke the law. Close to 50 percent of drivers in the most-expensive-car category did, simply 
ignoring the pedestrian on the side of the road. 

That’s nothing by itself, but the next study was a giving study where they basically studied whether poor and 
rich people gave the same way. They got a group of people together who didn’t know they were from different social or 
financial classes. They gave them each the equivalent of ten bucks and told them they could keep as much as they 
wanted or they could give as much as they wanted. They told them, “There are some needy people over here.” They 
found that the people who earned $25,000-$50,000 a year gave 40% more to strangers than those who made $150,000-
$200,000. That’s crazy. It’s counter-intuitive. You’d think that since they had more money they would probably give a 
bigger percentage, but they didn’t. 

Another study was about people feeling entitled. They did a study with a rigged game of Monopoly. They gave 
some people twice the amount of money and twice the rolls of the dice as other folks. What they found was that 
people’s behavior started changing during the game. They people who had twice the amount of money, and twice the 
rolls of dice, also got to use the Rolls Royce piece. The other people had to use the shoe. The people who had twice the 
amount of money, every single time, over and over and over, started moving their pieces louder—bang, bang, bang on 
the board—with authority. They also started speaking louder and trash talking a bit. They started bragging and boasting. 
At the end of the game, after they had celebrated through the game, they interviewed these guys and asked them why 
they won. Almost to a person—there were very few that didn’t say this—said that they earned it and that it was because 
they played the game well, even though they’d been given double the rolls and double the money. They started to feel 
entitled, as if they’d earned it.  

The last study was a candy study, where they brought the same people into a room where there was a bowl of 
candy and said, “Please don’t eat the candy because it’s for kids in our next study.” They knew the different income 
levels of people in the room, and what they found was that rich people took twice as much as the poor people in the 
room. 

This is crazy. These are only four out of hundreds of studies that are done, but study after study at this secular 
university shows that as a person’s wealth increases that their feelings of compassion and empathy go down and their 
feelings of entitlement, deservingness, and the ideology of self-interest increases. What this says is that money has a 
tendency to nudge us toward self-centeredness. That’s crazy, right? It has a tendency to nudge us toward self-
centeredness. 

C.S. Lewis said this, 
 
“Prosperity knits a man to the world. He feels that he’s finding his place in it while really, it is finding it’s place in 
him.” 
 
That’s a good quote. 
So, going back to what we’re looking at, this story is about hearts but it’s talking about money, because money is 

a gauge, a barometer, and a measuring tool. In some senses, it seems like one particular danger of money is that it can 
actually move the needle. Money will nudge us toward self-centeredness and so much of life is a power struggle 
between self and God. So, what we do with our money is really, really important. 

Paul Kooistra says this, 
 
“The question is not, ‘How large is my gift going to be to God’s kingdom work?’ The real question is, ‘How large a 
place will God have in my life?’” 
 
                                                             
158 https://blog.ted.com/6-studies-of-money-and-the-mind/ (January 28, 2018) 



This lady is demonstrating by the size of her gift that God’s place in her life, and God’s place in her heart, is huge. 
She is preaching a sermon to herself and to everyone else that she believes that God is good, and gracious, and will 
provide. Her belief is streaming out of her pocketbook in the Temple. It’s a heart issue. 

So, Jesus finishes this story about the widow’s offering and then He seems to really change gears because what 
He is going to talk about next is when they leave the Temple, and the scene totally changes, and the topic totally 
changes but you should keep the widow in the back of your mind because it’s going to color what we are going to study 
for the rest of the chapter. 

So, going on to verse 5. It says this. This is one of Jesus’ last big discourses before Calvary and the problem with 
this part of the passage is that some of it is going to be about Jerusalem being destroyed and some of it is going to be 
talking about the end days. It’s kind of hard to tell which one He is talking about at different times. Luke lays it out a little 
cleaner than Mark does or Matthew does, but it’s still kind of hard to piece out. We will just pause and look at what part 
we are talking about. So, they are walking out of the Temple, and it says, 

 
“And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and 

offerings, he said, 6 ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.’” 
 
Will you put up that picture of the Temple? Obviously, this is a computer rendering because the Temple doesn’t 

exist anymore. It was thrown down, but the Temple was enormous. When these guys are walking out and talking about 
how nice the Temple is, it’s in the middle of a forty-six year reconstruction. It’s super shiny and super new. The Temple 
was so big and beautiful that it must have been a really common conversation, like, “Man, have you seen the Temple? It 
is huge. It is so nice.” Josephus describes it as being covered with gold plates that made it dazzling. The parts that 
weren’t covered in gold were marble. There was so much marble that Josephus said that people from out of town 
thought it was snow when they saw it.159 The stones in the Temple were huge. They were 67’x7’x9’ and weighed over a 
hundred tons. But Jesus was right—when Jerusalem gets destroyed in about forty years from the time of this story, in 
about 70AD, they tear the whole Temple down stone by stone. There’s gold and there is marble and they are going to 
mine it, and melt down the gold, and use it. This prediction comes true; this one teaching that Jesus is giving about the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple. He says, “All this that you see right here is not going to be 
standing like this. Not even one stone will be on top of another.” In the Pharisees eyes this was real close to blasphemy. 

We will talk about how brutal the destruction of the Temple was in a little bit, but the destruction of the Temple 
was grace. It really was grace, because there was no more need for Temple sacrifices. There was no more need for a veil 
or the Holy of Holies. Imagine if the Temple would have stayed until now. Sacrifices would have just continued. It would 
have been easy for people to slide right back into the sacrificial system. Some Christians might have just coalesced back 
into Judaism because it was familiar and it was easy. But, the veil was torn and the Temple was destroyed, and the new 
Temple is us, the new Temple is the Church, and access to the Holy of Holies is now possible through our new High Priest 
Jesus Christ. Jesus was the fulfillment of the sacrificial system and it ends at Christ. 

So, these guys leave the conversation when they are at the Temple and we go to verse 7. Now, Mark describes 
this conversation as being more of a private conversation and the disciples kind of pull Jesus aside on the Mount of 
Olives. So, picture it. The Mount of Olives is up on a high hill and the Temple is up on a high hill and they would have 
been able to see a straight line of sight to the Temple that’s shining. They are looking down on a Temple that the Holy 
Spirit left six hundred years ago. The Holy Spirit is not there but they are standing with the Glory of God. They are 
standing with the Glory of God, right now, on the Mount of Olives, where Jesus will return to one day. They are standing 
with the Glory of God, looking at the Temple that doesn’t have the glory of God in it. 

Verse 7, 
 

“And they asked him, ‘Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these 
things are about to take place?’” 
 
Pause for a second. Right here it gets confusing, but if you realize the language they are using right here, they’ve 

swapped gears. They didn’t get that Jesus was talking about in forty years. They were thinking about end times, “You are 
talking about destruction? That’s the end of days.” So, they are going to start a conversation like, “Oh, so when are the 
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end times coming?” because they assume that if Jerusalem is being destroyed that it’s the end of days. It’s odd, because 
Jesus doesn’t stop them right here. He’s just like, “Okay, we will talk about the end times.” Alright. 

 
“And they asked him, ‘Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these 

things are about to take place?’ 8 And he said, ‘See that you are not led astray. For many will come in my 
name, saying, “I am he!” and, “The time is at hand!” Do not go after them. 9 And when you hear of wars 
and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.’” 
 
A lot of times Jesus rebuked guys for asking for a sign. These guys aren’t asking for a miracle, just a heads up, 

like, “When is this going to happen?” Some commentators believe that the disciples don’t really get it because He’s 
talking about forty years from now but they’ve swapped gears and they are talking about an end time conversation. Are 
you hanging in there with me? This is where it gets confusing. Jesus is going to answer them according to their question 
about the end times and then later on He’s going to double back and talk about Jerusalem. 

There are two things in view for these people. I’m going to put up a graphic that is really stupid. I could not find 
a better one. Hopefully, this will help us to understand this passage. 

When we think about prophecy in the Bible, a lot of times it has a dual meaning. So, if you see an Old Testament 
prophet like Isaiah on the left of the graphic, sometimes when Isaiah is talking he is seeing these two mountains. Like, if 
you look out the window at this mountain range, you know how you can sometimes see a near peak and a far peak but 
they are kind of shadowed so it’s hard to tell the difference. This is kind of how prophecy works a lot of times because 
these guys will say something and part of it applies to the near future and part of it applies to way down the road. But 
these guys don’t know that because none of it has happened to them yet. In one place, Isaiah talks about the virgin 
giving birth, and in and in sense it’s fulfilled immediately in the story he’s telling, but in a sense it’s not fulfilled until 
Mary. There is another place where there’s a prophecy about Satan falling but it’s talking about the king of Tyre. It has 
an immediate fulfillment and it has a way off fulfillment, too. Now, we get the benefit of seeing this situation from the 
side, so we can tell that in one way it’s referring to the virgin at the time and at another it’s talking about the virgin, 
Mary; not the virgin but the young lady at the time, because the words are interchangeable. We won’t get into that. Do 
you all understand what I’m saying? We get to see this from the side. 

Now, what Jesus is doing in this story is that He’s going to swap, swap, swap, swap. He’s going to keep going 
from the near peak of the destruction of Jerusalem to the far peak of the end days. He’s going to keep on swapping back 
and forth. Hopefully, that silly graphic helped us out. 

The application, the prescription that Jesus gives, is the same no matter which situation He’s talking about. 
That’s the beauty of this passage. He’s going to tell them the same thing whether He’s talking about Jerusalem falling or 
the end of time. The prescription and the application are the same thing. 

Ryken points out that Jesus gives us four big don’ts that help us out in this section. He says, don’t be led astray, 
don’t be afraid, don’t miss the opportunity to witness, and don’t give up. The first one in this paragraph is don’t be led 
astray. They’re asking Him what the signs are going to be and Jesus tells them what the signs won’t be. People are going 
to be saying, “I’m Jesus,” or “The time is near,” or “The time is here,” or “Jesus is over there.” We talked about this in 
chapter 17. Go back and look at that because these chapters overlay really nicely. Jesus is saying to not be led astray by 
the people who are going to predict it. There is going to be a lot going on and you are not going to miss it. The end won’t 
happen all at once. You are not going to miss it so don’t be scared. Just remember, nobody got the first coming of Christ 
right and nobody is going to get the second coming right. Nobody is going to get all those details exactly right. Don’t be 
freaked out. Don’t be led astray and don’t be freaked out. Now, Jesus could have alleviated all fears by giving them the 
specifics, time, date, and events. He didn’t do that but He did give us the message, “Don’t be scared. Don’t be led astray 
and don’t be scared.” Whether we are talking about Jerusalem and whether we are talking about the end of days. He 
goes on and continues talking about the end of days for the disciples. He will get to Jerusalem in just a little bit. 

Verse 10, 
 

“Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There 
will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and 
great signs from heaven. 12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, 
delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for 
my name's sake. 13 This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14 Settle it therefore in your minds not to 



meditate beforehand how to answer, 15 for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your 
adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.’” 
 
The first part of this section sounds like your typical end-of-the-world language. There are going to be nations 

rising against nations and kingdoms against kingdoms. There are going to be earthquakes and there are going to be local 
famines. But that stuff is happening today, right now, everywhere. A lot of times that happens to us and we think it has 
to be the end, but that stuff is happening somewhere on earth right now. This is pretty localized stuff that he’s talking 
about. It sounds kind of like the end of days times and prepper type stuff. Do you know people who are into doomsday 
prepping? There is an actual show called “Doomsday Preppers” and they are crazy. I have some friends who are 
preppers on different levels. These are people who have a room that’s bulletproof and nuclear proof. They have cheese 
that will last a thousand years, and crackers, and ammo for zombies, and things like that. They do tons of prepping. And I 
thought about this passage and I thought this was really funny. Amy didn’t think this was funny when I shared it with her 
but I think it’s funny to think of this from a prepper’s mindset for the end of days. Are there going to be nations 
clashing? Yes. Check that off the prepper’s checklist. Nations clashing? Yes. Food shortages? Yes. Horrible terrors and 
signs in the sky? Yes, this is exactly why I built my bunker. Yes, yes, yes. But what’s funny is what he said right before 
that in verse 12. He said, “But before all of that they will lay hands on you and throw you in jail.” Somebody else is going 
to eat your MREs. It’s so funny to me. Amy was like, “That’s not funny.” I think it’s funny. I think of these guys who for 
their whole life have put away fifty percent of their paycheck to set up this whole big bunker and they are like, “The end 
is coming! The end is coming!” But you’ll probably be in jail before then because you’re a Christian. When it gets tough 
at the end, people are going to arrest Christians here. He’s saying you are going to be put in jail. They will lay hands on 
you, they will persecute you, and they are going to deliver you up to synagogues and prisons. You will be bought before 
kings and governors for Jesus’ name’s sake. You won’t be hid out in some bunker somewhere. You will be paraded in 
front of kings to give an answer about Jesus. This is our end times. 

Look at what He says in verse 13, 
 

“This will be your opportunity.” 
 
This is not your tragedy. This will be your opportunity. What a great opportunity. This will be your opportunity to 

bear witness. Don’t think it tragic when they lay hands on you and throw you in jail—this is your big moment. This is 
your opportunity. So, verse 14. The ironic thing is that He says you can’t prep. 

 
“Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer.” 

 
You can’t prep for it. 
 

“Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer.” 
 
Pause for a second. When He says, “This will be your opportunity to bear witness,” that’s huge. It’s a divine 

opportunity. So, He’s saying to stay focused. Don’t spend all of your time and effort providing a temporary safety net for 
this world. This is where I think the widow’s story colors this story. He’s just told a story where a widow gave everything. 
It’s a gauge and a measuring tool of her life and trust in God. That’s the measuring tool that He’s just shown us and now 
He’s saying here, “Don’t prep everything and hoard everything because the end of times is coming. This is your big 
chance. This is your opportunity, so stay focused on the future. Stay focused on the message.” Stay focused on Christ 
and the opportunity. When the signs are here, they aren’t here for us to focus on ourselves. They are here for us to get 
ready for the opportunity. That’s why they are signs. 

 
“Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to answer.” 

 
Ironically, you can’t prep for this one, because Jesus himself says this, 
 

“For I will give you a mouth and wisdom.” 
 
That’s going to be so awesome for whoever actually gets to do this. 



Now, what’s hard to understand about this passage is that some people will say that He’s talking about the fall 
of Jerusalem in 70AD and other people will say, no, He’s talking about the end days. I think that it’s okay. He can talk 
about both ridges at the same time. Both of these things apply, because around Jerusalem at that time there was a huge 
earthquake in Laodicea. Mount Vesuvius erupted at that time and people thought it was the end of days. It’s okay, He 
can talk about both peaks here. He says, 

 
“For I will give you a mouth and wisdom.” 

 
That means, “I will give you words and I will give you insight. I will give you eloquence and I will give you 

understanding. I will give you speech and I will give you discernment.” This is directly from Jesus. What an exciting time. 
For whoever gets to do this it’s going to be awesome. They get an opportunity to go before kings and Jesus is going to 
give them wisdom and the actual words. That’s their big time to shine. This is awesome. Jesus has already demonstrated 
that He has a mouth and wisdom above all of His accusers and He is going to share that with us. Then He says, 

 
“Which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or contradict.” 

 
Remember in the last chapter when they were quizzing Jesus and trying to trap Him with His words and trick 

Him with this and that? Jesus turned it on them and gave them a big question. He was talking about David and asked 
how He could call Him lord. They were stumped. Then, in chapter 20, it says, 

 
“Then some of the scribes answered, ‘Teacher, you’ve spoken well,’ and they no longer dared to 

ask Him any questions.” 
 
Jesus says He’s going to give us a mouth and wisdom, which none of our adversaries will be able to withstand or 

contradict. He has just demonstrated that four verses ago. This is going to be how it’s going to be with you when you 
stand in front of kings. That’s crazy. We already see this come true in Acts, on the near peak. We are going to see it 
come true in the last days, on the far peak. It may or may not be to us, though. 

Verse 16 is talking about the last days. 
 

“You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of 
you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. 18 But not a hair of your head 
will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your lives.” 
 
Huh? Apparently, God giving you a mouth and wisdom doesn’t mean He will give you safety. It doesn’t ensure 

safety. That’s not part of the plan here. When He’s talking about you being delivered up even by parents and by brothers 
and relatives, for us this seems foreign. But, for other brothers and sisters it’s a reality now. Jesus says, 

 
“You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and friends, and some of 

you they will put to death. 17 You will be hated by all for my name's sake.” 
 
The weird part of it is that some of you will be put to death but not a hair of your head will perish. How does 

that work? That seems real contradictory, right? By your endurance you will gain your lives? How does that work out? 
Some people say that what He is saying with, “Not a hair of your head will perish,” means unless Jesus says so, and then 
that will happen. Or, maybe He’s saying that not a hair of your head will perish eternally; like, eternally they can’t touch 
you. They may be able to kill your body but eternally they won’t be able to touch you. I think that, in His wisdom He 
leaves it ambiguous. I think He leaves it ambiguous on purpose. Maybe He is saying, “Sometimes I will save you from 
physical harm. If I want it, nobody can touch even a hair on your head.” I think He’s saying that for sometimes and other 
times I think He’s saying, “They are going to put you to death but that’s all they can do.” That’s all they can do. They 
cannot touch you eternally. Your closest relatives are going to turn on you and kill you but all they do is usher you into 
eternal pleasure. That’s good. And Jesus’ predictions come true for the nearest ridge. The book of Acts details 
persecutions right around this time when Jerusalem is destroyed. There is persecution and murder. But they also have a 
prediction for the far ridge. The prescription for both is that we won’t eternally perish so don’t be scared. Don’t be led 
astray. Don’t be distracted. Stay on target. We should see opportunities to witness, not opportunities to fear, because 



the reality is that in death Jesus has already paved the way. He has gone through death, triumphing over death, so that 
the only thing that waits on the other side of death, for believers, is Jesus. That’s the only way that “do not fear, 
betrayal, hatred torture, and death” makes any sense. God is all-powerful, He is all good, and He will help us endure to 
the end. 

Jesus has been talking and we have the two peaks. He said that Jerusalem is going to be destroyed and the 
Temple is going to be gone and they say, “End times?” and He says, “Okay, we will talk about end times.” He’s been 
talking about end times since then and now He’s going to swap back to the near peak and talk about Jerusalem once 
again. So, He swaps back over in verse 20, and He says, 

 
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies…” 

 
He’s talking about forty years from now. 
 

“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come 
near. 21 Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city 
depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter the city, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to 
fulfill all that is written. 23 Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in 
those days! For there will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall 
by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot 
by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.” 
 
I’m going to show three pictures here. We know that in AD70 that Titus, who was the son of Emperor Vespasian, 

conquered Jerusalem about forty years after this prophecy. This prophecy was fulfilled. What is crazy is that the Temple 
was destroyed seven years after they finished all of the reconstruction. They finished reconstruction in 63AD and it was 
destroyed in 70. If you read Josephus’ description, when you see the Romans marching on Herod’s temple and they 
destroyed everything, it was really, really brutal. The next couple of pictures are kind of cartoony, but they not only 
killed a ton of people but they led a ton captive.  Josephus’ numbers records that about one million Jews died in the 
siege. Tacitus said it was about a half million but that most of them were led captive. You can read terrible stories, and I 
wouldn’t recommend it, about cannibalism, crucifixion, and horrible, horrible descriptions of civilians. These aren’t 
soldiers they are killing; they are killing civilians. Verses 22-23 show us that this was divine judgment on sin. It was 
vengeance and wrath but there is hope, because the destruction of the Temple allowed for a greater understanding of 
the Temple of God being each believer. What’s crazy are the instructions. When Rome surrounds the city, when you see 
the sign that they are asking for, the sign of all the armies surrounding the city, what He says is to get out. Run to the 
mountains. That is counter-intuitive, because what the people normally do in walled cities in an attack is stay in. So, it’s 
counter-intuitive. He’s saying to not stay in this walled city. “Listen to me. Run, and tell people who are outside to run. 
Don’t run into the walled city; run away.” Eusebius records that the Church, the believers, left Jerusalem when they saw 
the armies surrounding them in AD70, and they ran across the Jordan River to a city called Pella, and there they lived. In 
verse 24, Jerusalem falls by the edge of the sword until the time of the Gentiles is fulfilled. 

Now, Jesus is talking about the near ridge and He’s swapping back to the far ridge in verse 25. He’s talking about 
the coming of the Son of Man again. 

 
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars.” 

 
Pause and look at what He’s doing. He is coming to the near ridge 40 years from now and He’s saying that here 

is a sign of the end coming. The armies are going to surround the city and here’s what you should do. It’s going to be 
counter-intuitive and you need to leave. You need to listen to me, trust me, and leave. Now, He swaps and says, “Now, 
here’s the sign that’s going to happen at the end of days.” 

 
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in 

perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things 
begin to take place….” 



 
When the signs start happening…when you see the army metaphorically surrounding the city…He says when you 

see these things begin to take place, 
 

“Straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
This is counter-intuitive. When you see these signs in the heavens, your first instinct is to fear and to run, and He 

is saying something that’s counter-intuitive. 
 

“Straighten up and raise your heads.” 
 
Here’s your hope. Your hope is coming. Don’t miss these opportunities. You have opportunities to witness. You 

have opportunities to not fear. You have opportunities to demonstrate your heart. What happened to Jerusalem was a 
preview of what’s going to happen at the end of time. I don’t have time to go through it but look at 2 Peter 3:3-7, where 
it talks about the future, and he talks about how folks are escaping that. 

Here’s the deal; we can escape the future wrath of God because Jesus did not. Jesus stayed in Jerusalem, 
knowing His fate, and He bore God’s wrath so that we could escape through Him. Jesus stayed in Jerusalem, knowing His 
fate, and bore God’s wrath so that we could escape through Him. 

Now, Jesus was looking at the far ridge and He is using Old Testament language. He’s already told us what not to 
do. He said, “Don’t be lead astray. Don’t be afraid. Don’t miss opportunities to witness. Don’t give up.” And now He’s 
telling us what to do. Rise up, straighten your heads, look, and rejoice. JC Ryle says this, 

 
“However terrible the signs of Christ’s second coming may be to the impenitent, they need not strike terror into 
the heart of the true believer. They ought, rather, to fill him with joy. They ought to remind him that his complete 
deliverance from sin, the world, and the Devil, is close at hand and that he shall soon bid an eternal farewell to 
sickness, sorrow, death, and temptation. The very day when the unconverted man will lose everything will be the 
day when the believer will enter into his eternal reward.”160 
 
Just like running away from the walled city was counter-intuitive, straightening up and raising our heads in the 

last days will be counter-intuitive in a day of so much potential fear. Here He’s saying to look to Jesus and run to Jesus. 
I’ll get through these next few verses as quick as I can. He told them a parable of when it’s going to happen. 
 

“And he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out 
in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away.’” 
 
It’s a simple parable; one we can know. When you see the leaves starting to bud you know that spring is here 

and summer is almost here. He’s saying that when you see these things that it’s already near. It’s very close. We see this 
parable lived out every year. The fig tree parable applies to both the near and the far to the people who are hearing it. 
The destruction of Jerusalem is happening really soon and the Son of Man is coming really soon. He says, 

 
“Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place.” 

 
People will sweat this verse and ask how these people cannot die until Jesus comes back. But the word 

‘generation’ is narrow enough to mean forty years and broad enough to mean a race or ethnic group. What He is saying 
is that God’s people won’t pass away. This isn’t a key so you can calculate it out and figure out what year Jesus is coming 
back. This is hope. This is hope for us. This is a promise of hope that God’s people are going to endure just as surely as 
God’s Word will endure. Because what Jesus says next, that heaven and earth will pass away but His word will not, is 
one of Jesus’ last claims to deity before He goes before Pilate at the end. He says, “Heaven and earth will pass away 
before my words pass away.” It’s reminiscent of Isaiah 40, where He says, 
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“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

 
Matthew 5:18, 
 

“Until Heaven and Earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot will pass from the Law, until all is 
accomplished.” 
 
What’s crazy is what Ryken points out, and praise God for this, that it’s not just Jesus’ predictions and 

prophecies that won’t pass away; it’s His promises that won’t pass away as well. That is our hope. Because Jesus has 
promised that not just these things are happening but that He will be with us. He will give us words and He will give us 
wisdom. He will strengthen us. He will deliver us. He will prepare a place for us. But He gives us a final warning in verses 
34-36. 

 
“But watch yourselves.” 

 
We should take this as a sober warning. 
 

“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
cares of this life, and that day (the far day) come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon 
all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have 
strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
What He’s saying is to be ready. Don’t be drunk. Don’t be distracted. Don’t be tied up and wrapped up in 

temporary cares. The signs of the end day are going to be obvious unless you are drunk and distracted. Then, it will feel 
like a sudden trap. These days will be obvious that they are coming. The warning is there but so is the hope, because it 
says this, 

 
“Praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and 

to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
Who can do that? Nobody can unless we’ve been given His righteousness. We stand before the Son of Man 

because of what the Son of Man has given us—His righteousness, His goodness. Titus 2:11-14 sounds a lot like this one, 
 

“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 
13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 

who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own 
possession who are zealous for good works.” 
 
So, there are two things I think we should get from this passage. The first one is to put your hope in Christ with 

all of your life. Like the widow, put your hope in Christ. Don’t be distracted and off-track like the Pharisee. Don’t be so 
tied up in the mundane, day-to-day, of bills, and money, and prepping, and providing a temporary safety net of money 
and this-and-that. Don’t be distracted with that stuff. Don’t be distracted. Put all of your hope, with all of your life, in 
Christ. The second thing is to run to Jesus. Don’t run to the walled city of earthly security. Everyone else is going to run 
there. Everyone else is going to run to their 401K. Everyone else is going to run to their mutual funds. Run to Jesus. It’s 
counter-intuitive, but His Word will stand. You can recognize the signs of His coming. Straighten up and raise your head 
from daily distractions. Straighten up and put your hope in Christ, and in so doing be ready. 

Let’s pray. 
Jesus,	I	thank	you	for	your	Word	and	I	pray	that	we	would	hear	the	warnings	and	that	we	would	also	hear	

the	hope.	God,	I’ve	been	convicted	this	week	about	the	gauge	of	money	for	my	heart,	and	just	how	much	I’m	
distracted	by	the	mundane	and	the	day-to-day.	God,	I	pray	forgiveness	for	that	and	I	pray	that	you	would	teach	us	
through	this	tough	passage.	I	pray	that	you	would	teach	us	to	hope	in	you	and	not	be	distracted	and	not	be	



distracted	and	running	to	the	same	thing	the	rest	of	the	world	runs	to,	but	that	we	would	do	what’s	counter-
intuitive	and	stand	up,	and	be	ready,	and	take	the	opportunities	that	you	have	given	us	because	you	have	our	
hearts.	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	focus	our	hearts	on	you	even	as	we	worship	you	now.
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It’s good to be with y’all. I’ve been on the road a lot and it’s good to be home. It’s good to be in church. I’ve been 

in a lot of churches lately and every time I’m in another church I’m grateful that there are people doing this in other 
places, and I’m also really grateful that I’m a part of Red Oak. There’s no place like home. Amen? There’s no place like 
home. 

There a couple of things that Zach is going to talk about at the end but I feel impressed to say. First, I was going 
to preach six verses tonight but now we’re doing the Lord’s Supper so now I’m preaching twenty-three verses. We might 
as well get comfortable and have fun with it. Amen? I’ll move quickly because I didn’t get a whole lot of prep time on 
verses 7-23. But there are two things I think we need to go ahead and say something about. Paula Murphy is not in a 
good place physically. For those of you who don’t know, Paula was coming to Red Oak for some time and she was in an 
accident a few years ago and was paralyzed. She was the victim of the situation. If I remember right, it was a drunk 
driver who hit her. Paula’s friend was in the car with her and she died. Paula is paralyzed and it’s an absolute mess. 
Anyway, she’s the sweetest thing. A lot of you have been to her home. She’s just been in a bed, paralyzed from the neck 
down, like you see in the movies. And she is about to go be with the Lord, and we trust the Lord with that, don’t we? 
We’ve prayed for God to relieve her or to take her. We don’t question the sovereignty of God. A big point in the 
message tonight is going to be the sovereignty of God, when we look at Judas’ actions. We need to pray for Paula and 
for Bob, her husband. If you look at it just through the lens of this world and this life, it’s a bad deal, but we are thankful 
that God is sovereign and He’s in control. 

Young people, here’s what it means when we say God is sovereign. It means He’s in charge even when bad 
things are happening. That’s one thing that this church is going to always teach and preach. When you see bad things 
happening in life, when you see people die, when you see calamity, when you see sorrow, here’s what you can know—
there’s coming a day when God is going to put everything right and there is going to be a kingdom where there is no sin, 
and where there is no sin there is no sorrow. There’s no death and there’s no pain. That’s coming. Tonight’s message is 
going to really shine a light on that. 

I can’t see who’s in the sound booth, but pull the second verse up to that Abide With Me161 song. Give me the 
lyrics. Man, this hit me in an awesome way. 

 
“Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile.” 
 
I don’t know the dude who wrote this song. Obviously, he’s an old British fellow, based on the vernacular. I was 

somewhere between nineteen and twenty—not that you can be between those two ages, you are one or the other—
and I don’t remember the day, I just remember it was in the spring of the year when my birthday is, and that’s when I 
got saved. I thought about this, 

 
 “Thou on my head, in early youth didst smile, and though rebellious and perverse meanwhile,” 
 
and that was me. I was rebellious and perverse. Does anybody else relate to that? And God smiled on me in my 

perversion and in my rebellion. There’s not an addict in Andrews that the Gospel can’t save. There’s not a prodigal that 
can’t be brought home to a loving Father. 

 
“Thou hast not left me, though I oft left Thee.” 
 
So, He saved me and then from there I’ve wandered so many times. Not just big seasons of life. There are those 

big seasons of life when we wander, but I mean moment by moment. My thoughts wander. My attitude wanders. My 
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speech is not seasoned with salt and I wander. In those moments, I’m leaving Him. When I sin I am turning my back on 
Jesus but He does not leave me. He’s the Author of my faith and He will be the Finisher and the Perfecter162 of my faith.  

 
“On to the close, Lord, abide with me.” 
 
To the end, He is going to be with me. He will be with me to the end. 
One of the things that we are going to look at tonight is the faith of Judas. Here’s what we can know when we 

look at what Judas did—we can know that Jesus was responsible for his actions and we can know that God was 
sovereign even in and over those actions. We can know that God is not tempted with evil and He doesn’t tempt any 
man. God doesn’t sin, but somehow God is glorified even in the sinful actions of human people. So, in all of this, we can 
trust, just like in the lyrics of this song, that God is not going to leave us and He’s going to take us right to the end. If you 
are a believer, one of the things you need to know is that at Red Oak Church, doctrinally we take the stand that those 
whom God saves, God keeps. It’s because your salvation is not first of yourself; it’s a work of God, it’s a work of Christ, 
it’s a work of the Holy Spirit. He saves us, and if He’s doing the saving He’s doing the keeping. Jude, in his doxology, in 
verses 24-25, says, “To Him who is able to keep me from stumbling.” He’s able to save me and He’s able to keep me 
from stumbling or falling away from the faith, “and to present me blameless.” He is able to one day present me 
blameless before the Lord. All of that is beautiful and glorious. 

So, turn to Luke 22 and we are going to work through the first portion of this chapter tonight. Then, we are 
going to take the Lord’s Supper together. Luke 22, and we will begin in verse 1. Here’s what it says, 

 
“Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover. 2 And the chief 

priests and the scribes were seeking how to put him to death, for they feared the people.” 
 
Here’s what I think is going on here. This is a feast, a festival, where a lot of people are going to show up in town. 

The historian, Josephus, says he thinks about three million people would come to Jerusalem. Most experts on this period 
in history think that’s probably impossible and that it was probably 200,000-300,000 people who would come to 
Jerusalem. That’s a lot of people. Have you ever been to a NASCAR race? It’s about 150,000 drunk people, flipping off 
their least favorite driver and cheering on their favorite one. It’s an experience that everybody should get to have at 
some point in their life. Think about being in a huge stadium for an event. The Super Bowl is coming up. I don’t know 
how many people will be in that building. I’m assuming seventy, eighty, ninety-thousand people. Imagine two or three 
times that pouring into an ancient city, and imagine they are pouring into the ancient city where Jesus is doing miracles, 
preaching a captivating message, and all along calling out the scribes, and Pharisees, and publicans. These guys were 
like, “We’ve got to do something with Him before the crowd gets here, or it’s going to get out of control. He keeps 
talking about the Passover, He keeps talking about being the Son of Man, and before the crowd gets here we’ve got to 
do something with Him.” They are conniving and conspiring. Jesus had really good crowd popularity. He had a high 
approval rating. 

Verse 3, 
 

“Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot...” 
 
That’s distinguishing who this guy was because Judas was a pretty common name. This is Judas Iscariot. 
 

“…who was of the number of the twelve. 
 
He was one of the twelve disciples. We know a few things about him, the main one being that he was in charge 

of the money, which would tell us that he was pretty trustworthy. If you let someone in charge of your money—like, I 
would let Matt Jones be in charge of my money because I trust him. But I would not let Moses Holloway163 be in charge 
of my money because I don’t trust him. Amen? So, they gave Judas this position of leadership and he was in charge of 
the money. 
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“He went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might betray him to 
them.” 
 
I want to point something out. I’ve never heard anyone preach about this and this isn’t in any of the 

commentaries. I’m not creating some new idea. But you have got the leaders of the Church, behind closed doors, 
conspiring with a leader of the twelve. It’s a conspiracy. This is a good picture of what happens when the wrong people 
are in leadership. It’s a good picture of what happens when unqualified, unbiblical people are in leadership in the 
Church. Whether you make Red Oak your church, or you are here visiting, or you move on at some point, one thing that 
has to be critical in the local church is that you have to have biblically qualified leaders. That doesn’t mean they are 
going to be perfect and I’m not saying these guys should have been perfect, but what you have going on here is horrible. 
You have the Church leadership conspiring. For one, it means they don’t have the boldness to do what they are going to 
do in public. They are going to sin against God in arresting Jesus and putting Him to death and everything about how 
they kill Him is crooked, and sneaky, and they do it in the dark. We are going to look at this more in a few weeks. It’s an 
illegal trial and they break every one of their own laws that they accuse Him of breaking. It’s like the ultimate conspiracy 
in all of history. 

So, these leaders are with Judas and they have this thing going on behind closed doors. 
 

“And they were glad and agreed to give him money.” 
 
Judas is in love with money. John tells us that. John tells the story about Judas who gets mad at this lady who 

took some really expensive ointment and broke the jar.164 Remember that? She puts it on the feet of Jesus and prepares 
Him for burial. It’s a very sacred and holy act, where she’s worshipping Jesus and recognizing Him as God. John records 
this in his Gospel. She anoints Jesus’ feet and Judas yells at her. “Why would we let her do that? That’s worth a lot of 
money. We could have taken that money and given it to the poor.” Then John tells us that Judas is a crook and a thief. 
What he was doing was stealing money.165 This guy was crooked from the word go. This is not a guy who was walking 
with Jesus in beautiful fellowship. This is a guy who was sneaky, and conniving, and on a power trip, and out to get rich 
off of the deal. 

 
“So he consented and sought an opportunity to betray him to them in the absence of a crowd.” 

 
There’s a key component here. He is going to betray Jesus in the absence of a crowd. So, we said that this big 

crowd is going to come to town and now they are looking for a way to get Him away from the crowd, because they know 
if they try to arrest Him in front of everybody that it’s not going to go good. So, there’s a lot of sneaky behavior going on 
here. These guys know that they can’t arrest Jesus publically so they have to find an inside man. And Judas knows they 
want to arrest Him in private, “I’m an inside man. I can make some money off of this deal,” and you have the biggest 
conspiracy in history. Never mind the philosophical words of Billy Joel, “JFK, blown away, what else do I have to say?”166 
Pick your favorite conspiracy in history—the Earth is flat, aliens are real, the man on the grassy knoll, whatever—but 
know this, there has never been a conspiracy like the conspiracy to kill the Son of God, and even in that Jesus was 
sovereign and God was in control. 

Here’s what happens—when we are having a bad day we think the world is against us. I talk to young people all 
the time. 10,000 kids are going to come to Snowbird this year—10,000!!—that’s a bunch of teenagers. When you are 
talking to kids and you are counseling kids one-on-one in bad situations, typically what is happening is they are saying, 
“The world’s against me.” You know what? It’s the same thing when you are talking to grown men and grown women. 
“Everybody is out to get me.” People thrive on conspiracy. 

Listen, this right here is legitimate conspiracy of epic proportions, and it’s cosmic in its scope, and it’s the most 
defeated moment in history for a human being—that you would betray the Son of God whom you have walked with. So, 
they have this thing going on and Judas is at work trying to figure out how he can get rich off of the deal and deliver 
Jesus to them in a secret, quiet place. 
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Now, the idea that it has to be in secret is important. We’re going to come back to that in the text in a minute. It 
matters that Luke records it and says that Judas wanted to find “an opportunity to betray him to them in the absence of 
a crowd.” He wants to do it secretly so that they can take Jesus without any real altercation from a crowd. 

Okay, now, there are a couple of things that I want to look at concerning Judas. There are a few things for us to 
wrestle with concerning the story of Judas. The first one is this. It says, “Satan entered Judas.” A common question that 
people will work through is whether Judas was saved or was he not saved. What we would say is that biblically, 
according to Scripture, Judas was not a believer. Judas is not a Christian. Jesus even called him “the son of perdition.”167 
He is called out by Jesus as not being a believer. We also know that Scripture teaches this idea of Judas’ own 
condemnation. When it says that Satan entered Judas, I think it’s important to have this in context. Satan didn’t take 
over an unwilling man. Satan did not take over an unwilling man. Judas opened himself up to this. We saw it in the story 
of the money bag. He was fertile soil. In fact, he opened himself up to this situation. Remember, Satan is a deceiver and 
a liar, and here’s what we know to be true about Satan—he is absolutely sociopathic and insane. He’s insane. All he 
cares about is destruction, and death, and devastation. Here’s what makes him so dangerous, I believe. It’s that he 
knows that in the end his destiny and his fate are sealed and Jesus is going to conquer all things forever. There is coming 
a day when there will be a kingdom established that Satan won’t be allowed into. But for this time period in history, 
Satan is allowed on the Earth. He’s got some reign, some influence, and some impact. That’s what we believe. There are 
those who would teach that we are living in a period in history where Satan is bound but that is not the stance that this 
church takes. We believe that he is loose and free. If you do ministry outside the four walls of this church, you see the 
effects of Satan in this world and you see sin and its ravages. Satan is destructive and he wants to do damage in any way 
that he can. So, Judas is in this relationship so-to-speak with the scribes and Pharisees, conspiring against Jesus, and 
Satan has entered into Judas, and that’s something that Judas has cooperated with. It’s not something where Judas was 
a Christian and Satan held him down and ripped Jesus out of him, and pulled the Holy Spirit away, and inserted himself. 
It’s not like that. Judas literally becomes controlled, and possessed, and under the influence of Satan, out of his own 
submission to that. 

The second thing we need to know about Judas is that he had been an active leader in the group. Jesus had 
given him preferential responsibility. He was active leader in the group, and the reason I bring that up is that there is a 
verse of Scripture that says that if you are going to take pride in yourself you are going to fall. Be careful that you don’t 
boast in yourself, or become puffed up, or become prideful, or boastful. One of the most dangerous things you can do in 
life, which just goes without saying, is for you to become boastful or prideful. All of us have a seed of pride in us. Let’s 
read Ephesians 2:1-3. Let’s read that real quick. Listen to this. This is the condition of the human heart if left alone and 
unmoved by Jesus. 

 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course 

of this world, following the prince of the power of the air…” 
 
So, before you are a Christian, you are dead in sin and following Satan. How hard was it for Satan to enter into 

Judas? Judas was following him. He was his boy. He was his hero. There was nothing to that. 
 

“…the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—“ 
 
That’s Judas. He was a son of disobedience. He was the son of perdition and a son of disobedience. The spirit 

that was at work in him is much different from the Spirit that is at work in you and me now, as believers. It’s the same 
thing that was at work in us before we were saved. Think back to before you were a Christian, if you didn’t get saved 
when you were four. You were an absolute sociopathic lunatic in your heart of hearts. You were out of your mind. You 
know it’s true. The things you thought, the things you did, and the attitudes you had—that was a dark place to be 
without Jesus. 

 
“Among whom we all once lived.” 

 
We all used to be there. Judas? Yep, that was me. Judas was you. Judas is remembered for betraying Christ but 

we could also just say that he was walking in disobedience, following the prince of the power of the air. I’ve been there. 
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“…among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.” 
 
That describes the unbeliever and that describes Judas. That’s who Judas was. So, he had been active leader in 

the group, and the reason I bring that up is that we might be warned to not become boastful and prideful in the way 
that we look at Judas. It’s a scary thing to become spiritually puffed up. Because what’s going to happen is that you’re 
going to fall. I’m going to fall. So, we have to lead our lives guarding our steps and protecting our steps. Scripture 
teaches this—to be wary, and alert, and careful in the Christian life that we guard our steps. Even when we come to the 
house of God to worship we need to guard our steps. We need to be careful with our words. We need to be held 
responsible for what we say, and in our thoughts, and our actions. Judas had been a leader in the group and if he could 
be one of the twelve how quick and easy would it be for us to fall? Here’s the thing—what we see happening with Judas 
we see happening in our day all the time. You hear about pastors falling into sexual immorality, or on power trips, or 
stealing money. It happens all the time. This would be the most monumental event in history as a standalone event, but 
what’s amazing is that this kind of thing happens day in and day out. So, we have to be warned against it. 

Number three. Judas is controlled by money lust and there’s a warning here about money. Do you ever get 
around somebody and all they want to do is talk about money? Let me tell you something; if you want to lose my 
interest in a conversation faster than anything, start talking about money. Because I don’t care. I’ve been broke. I’m 
going through the middle ages of life still broke. I’m not broke but you know what I’m saying. It don’t matter. Is there 
anything wrong with money? No. The few of you that have money, just chill out. We aren’t going to ask you for it. We 
have a little box back there. We make it so easy to give money to the church. We have no paid staff. All you have to do is 
put your money in the box back there and you can watch where it goes. But Judas is controlled by money lust and 
money lust is something that all of us have to guard against. Let me say this—I bring it up not to pick on people who 
have a lot of money but probably to pick on people who don’t have any money just as much. The people that I hear talk 
about money more than people who have it are people who don’t have it. They are poor-mouthing, bellyaching, 
conniving, wishing, and dreaming. Look, money is a means to an end and the end is this—I have to feed, and clothe, and 
shelter me and my family and I have to get the Gospel to other people. And it takes money to do all of that. Beyond that, 
we need to chill out on the conversation. Listen, if you are a person who bellyaches about not having any money, shut 
up. Nobody wants to hear that. If you’re visiting Red Oak, this is the way we talk all the time. If you are a person who has 
a bunch of money and you want to talk about it all the time, shut up. Nobody wants to hear about your money. Money 
is a necessity and we need Jesus to raise up people with a lot of money so that we can fund the work of the Gospel. But 
we need to be careful because Judas had a money lust that got him into trouble. 

Number four. I already mentioned this but to make it a point in the sermon—Judas is in Hell. I think that it’s 
scripturally clear and as pastors we have talked about this. Judas is in Hell. That’s the saddest story ever told, right there. 
Not only is it the darkest moment in history of a man in a relationship with another person but it’s the saddest story I 
have ever heard in my life. I believe it was Adrian Rogers that used to preach a sermon called “The Saddest Story Ever 
Told,” about Judas. 

So, I need to learn from his life and guard against it in my own life against my own ungodly desires. If there is 
anything I am personally scared of, it’s the idea that I could love and walk with Jesus in fulltime ministry, and use and 
appreciate all the goodness He’s given me, and then turn on Him and chase something that the world offers to me but 
that is fleeting. Judas gave into something that would not last. He gave up something eternal for something temporary. 
He gave up something eternal for something temporary. If he could do that, so can I. Anyone can. No Christian is so 
secure and safe that he can assume that this would never happen to him. It’s ludicrous. This is real, and present, and a 
constant danger. Here’s the thing—if my hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness then the hope 
that I have, that I will not go the path of Judas, is that if I am truly saved it’s a work of Jesus that saved me and it’s a work 
of Jesus that will keep me. But I’d better be on guard because I know the deceitfulness of my own heart and I need to 
guard against it. 

The last thought on that is this. Satan is real and he wants to do damage to the cause of Christ. Think about this. 
Remember when Jesus comes into the world as a baby? Herod, moved by Satan, tries to get Jesus killed. Remember 
that? Satan was driving that work. Then, when Jesus was baptized and went into the wilderness, what happened there is 
that He was tempted by Satan. Remember that? What is Satan trying to do? He’s trying to get Him to turn back from 
going to the cross. Then, there is a moment in Jesus’ ministry where He sets His face like flint toward Jerusalem. At that 
point, which we have been talking about over the last few months, He is making His way to Jerusalem and Satan has 



tried, and tried, and tried to turn Him away from that. Satan knows that if Jesus goes to the cross and dies—some 
people think that maybe the last ditch effort of Satan was the dream that Pilate’s wife had. If you go read the account, 
Pilate’s wife tried to get him to not allow Jesus’ crucifixion. Satan was working against Jesus going to the cross. 

I remember when I was a kid, there was this horribly doctrinally, theologically written song called The 
Champion168169. It was by an awesome guy named Carmen. He only had one name and I don’t know if it was his first 
name or last name. But Carmen sang a song called The Champion. Does anybody remember that song? All the people 
who grew up in an Independent Baptist or Southern Baptist churches remember it. I even remember a youth camp skit I 
saw, and participated in, that was a boxing match. They made a movie about this. It’s this cosmic boxing match—raise 
your hand if you don’t know this song. Okay, look it up on YouTube tonight. Don’t miss it. It will change your life. But, 
anyway, there’s this boxing match and there’s some Rocky-type music. Jesus comes in and Satan comes in and right as 
they are about to fight Jesus drops His hands and let’s Satan punch Him and knock Him out. Jesus falls out in the ring. 
Satan is cheering and the demons are cheering. Then the ref starts counting but he starts counting backwards. I have no 
idea what the significance of that was. But when the ref counts backwards Satan freaks out. Satan is saying, “You’re 
counting all wrong,” but by the end Jesus stands up and deals him a crushing blow. Okay? It’s horrible theology and 
terrible Bible. Satan wasn’t rejoicing. Satan knows what’s coming after the cross. He did everything in his power to turn 
Jesus back from the cross. I love Carman and I’m thankful for his ministry. I’m not hating on anybody. But I’m saying that 
we need to understand it. 

The reason I bring this up is, what’s happening right here? Here’s what John Piper says. I dug around on this 
because I couldn’t get my brain around it. Satan is trying to keep Jesus from going to the cross and all of a sudden he hits 
the accelerator on it. Here’s what Piper says. I found this in a sermon transcript that Piper did on Judas. 

 
“Satan saw his efforts to divert Jesus from the cross failing. Time after time, Jesus kept the course. His face was 

set like flint to die, and Satan concludes that there is no stopping him. Therefore he resolves that if he can’t stop it, he 
will at least make it as ugly and painful and as heartbreaking as possible. Not just death, but death by betrayal. Death by 
abandonment. Death by denial (see Luke 22:31–32). If he could not stop it, he would drag others into it and do as much 
damage as he could. It was a spectacular sequence of sins that brought Jesus to the cross.”170 

 
I want you to think about this. When Satan is at work in a home, what is he causing? Pain, betrayal, destruction. 

Maybe he uses anger and abuse. Children are beaten, or emotionally abused, or sexually abused. Maybe he uses 
abandonment and there’s a daddy that leaves or a mama that leaves. Maybe he uses addiction. In particular, in a world 
where he knows what the outcome is going to be, what Satan wants to do is, in his defeat, bring as many people along 
with him as he can, and cause pain, and heartache, and suffering, and destruction along the way. I don’t want to be a 
part of that, and every one of us has to fight a conscious, willing battle against becoming that. We have to fight for 
righteousness, and for holiness, and for goodness. Satan is at work and he wants to bring as many people along down 
this path of destruction as he can. Still, today, this is the tactic of Satan. He works to cause betrayal, abandonment, 
brokenness, and destruction in the lives of those for whom Christ died to save and set free. The only victory over Satan is 
the victory given by Christ. 

Now, it transitions in verse 7 to this Passover meal that’s going to happen. 
 

“Then came the day of Unleavened Bread.” 
 
Remember, they are trying to conspire before this would happen. So, Satan enters Judas and Judas makes his 

plan with the chief priests, and now we fast forward to the Passover week. It’s come. It’s here. 
 

“Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 So 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.’” 
 
There are a lot of intricacies concerning the Passover that we don’t have time to get to. This was a big, Jewish 

celebration that looked back about fifteen hundred years171 to the time when the people of Israel were led out of Egypt 
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in the Exodus. We studied the book of Exodus as a church and we went through that. So, they look back, remembering 
God’s deliverance. It’s like how we celebrate Resurrection Sunday to remember the resurrection of Jesus. We celebrate 
Good Friday to remember the death of Jesus. We celebrate Christmas to remember the birth of Jesus. The Jewish 
people, several million of them, would celebrate Passover every year, and it was a big festival and a big feast, and the 
biggest way to celebrate it was to come to Jerusalem. It was a big deal if you could go to Jerusalem. Not everyone could 
go and not everyone could afford it or get there, but that was the big deal. So, all of these people were going to 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

 
“So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.’” 

 
Jesus is getting ready to celebrate the Passover meal with the disciples. This is a meal that would be taken as a 

family. Sometimes a couple of families would join together. If you didn’t have seven, eight, or ten kids, you might join 
with another family because you had to eat a whole lamb in that one meal, along with some other stuff. So, they would 
come together and have the meal as a family. So, Jesus is getting the disciples together to have the Passover with them. 

Verse 9, 
 

“They said to him, ‘Where will you have us prepare it?’ 10 He said to them, ‘Behold, when you 
have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he 
enters 11 and tell the master of the house, “The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I 
may eat the Passover with my disciples?” 12 And he will show you a large upper room furnished; prepare 
it there.’ 13 And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover.” 
 
I used to think, “Jesus is so psychic. It’s so cool how He would do this stuff. He knows who is going to be here 

and there’s a room that’s going to be there.” Or He set this up ahead of time. Now, let’s think about this. Why would He 
set this up ahead of time? Watch this. There is a man they are going to meet when they come into the city and he will be 
carrying a jar of water on his head. Does He give the guy’s name? Nope. 

Have you ever gotten off of an airplane—probably none of you have ever had this experience—and somebody is 
standing there holding a card with your name on it? I had that experience one time. Zach and I had that happen one 
time and we were dressed as Leonard and Luther. The guy didn’t know who we were when we walked up to him. We 
walked up in character and we were like, “Hey, man, we kidnapped Zach and Brody. It’s us.” But anytime I get off a plane 
I just go rent a car or I have somebody I know picking me up. But there are always people with signs with people’s 
names. So, why did Jesus not give this guy’s name? He didn’t say, “Go into the city and you will find a guy who’s about 
6’3”, with blond hair, and he will be wearing Nikes,” or give a physical description. Jesus said nothing about his name 
and nothing about a physical description but He gave us one clue; he was carrying a water jar, which was a woman’s job 
in that culture. A man carrying a water jar would have stood out. Men carried water in animal skins. Have you ever 
heard that or studied that? So, here was going to be this dude who was, probably awkwardly, going to be walking 
around. So, what Jesus had done was set up a discrete meeting in this upper room. Why would He have done that? 
Because the chief priests and Judas have conspired to take Him in a private place. He can’t let Judas know where they 
are going to do this because it’s not His time to be taken yet. What does that tell us? It reaffirms that He is in control of 
every minute of His own destiny, even though He’s working through the indiscretion and conniving of sinful men. 

So, the disciples come into the city and they find this man and they follow him. Everything is set up just like Jesus 
said it would be and Judas is practically blindfolded. They go to have the supper and he has no way to communicate with 
the chief priests. He can’t send a text message. They go into this upper room and Jesus is totally in control. 

I wanted to tell you this. You guys have heard of a seder? A seder is a Jewish practice. It’s not biblical. If you do it 
at Easter or whenever, that’s fine. That’s great. Have fun with that. I did it once. You have to eat a bunch of nasty tasting 
stuff and I haven’t done it since. There is nothing wrong with doing it and nothing wrong with not doing it. It’s kind of 
cool and for some people it’s part of their church tradition or family tradition and that’s awesome. A seder was 
something that the Jewish people had instituted of their own volition and a seder was something that they would take 
as part of the Passover meal. So, rather than just the unleavened bread and the meat, here’s what they would do. There 
were seven steps to a common Passover.  
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Number one. There would be a prayer of thanksgiving by the head of the household and then the drinking of the 
first cup of...one commentator said “diluted wine.” One commentator said “fruit juice.” It was probably diluted because 
they were going to drink four cups of this, or they were little shot glasses, I don’t know. But they were going to drink 
four cups of it. So, the head of the house would drink the first cup after a prayer of thanksgiving. Number two. They 
would eat bitter herbs as a reminder of the bitter slavery in Egypt. This was the part of the Seder that I didn’t enjoy 
enough to do it again. Number three. The son’s inquiry, when the son would ask, “Why is this night distinguished from 
all other nights?” The father would reply with an explanation of the story of the Passover. Number four. The singing of 
the first part of the Hallel, which is Psalms 113-114, then the washing of hands, and then the second cup would be 
drunk. Number five. The carving and the eating of the lamb, together with the unleavened bread. The lamb was eaten in 
commemoration of what the ancestors had been commanded to do in the night when the Lord smote all the firstborn of 
Egypt and delivered His people. The unleavened bread was in commemoration of the bread of haste eaten by their 
ancestors. Number six. Continuation of the meal, each eating as much as he liked but always the last of the lamb. So, 
everybody would eat their fill and then they had to eat it all. Remember the story in Exodus. You had to eat it all. Then, 
the third cup. Now, pace yourself. They spread this out over a long period of time. Number seven. The singing of the last 
part of the Hallel, which was Psalm 115-118, and then they would finish with the fourth cup. That’s the seven steps to 
the Seder that involved four cups being consumed. 

Now, let’s jump into this story where Jesus is going to walk them through the Lord’s Supper or this Passover 
meal, because here is what’s going to happen. We are going to see the Passover get eclipsed by the Lord’s Supper, which 
is what we are going to celebrate tonight. We’re going to take the Lord’s Supper tonight. So, you have this thousand-
plus-year-old tradition that’s been held in esteem, and Jesus isn’t saying that it’s bad or that they are doing away with it, 
but that tradition was rooted in the blood of animals that was sprinkled on people in an insufficient sacrifice. It was a 
bloody affair. During the Passover week they would slaughter hundreds of thousands of lambs and then they would take 
all that blood and use it as sacrificial blood. Think back to Moses employing a bunch of people to kill a bunch of animals 
and he took all the blood in big basins. What’s a basin? It’s at least a big salad bowl, if not a fifty-five gallon drum. They 
would collect all the blood from these animals. If you’re not a Christian or you are new to this and you are thinking, 
“What in the world?” this is the way they would do this. They would take all the blood from these animals and they 
would put some of the blood on the mountain, and some of the blood on the altar, and then watch this—Moses would 
take those basins of blood and sling it all over the people. I had this picture in my brain of just flicking some blood until I 
read it was a basin. They would sling the blood. Why is that? Because the death of that animal was a sacrificial death and 
the blood of that animal symbolically covered the sins and the iniquities of the people. What is getting ready to happen 
is that is going to be eclipsed by a new and better covenant, and the new and better covenant will be in the blood of 
Jesus. Judas has just taken part in helping to instigate, even in his selfish betrayal of Jesus, from the darkest moment in 
history to the greatest moment in history, the resurrection of Jesus, whereby His blood is shed and our sins are done 
away with and remembered no more. 

So, Jesus is going to walk them through this thing and what you are going to see in the story is old Passover 
principles merging into new covenant principles, where He is going to say, “Drink and eat in remembrance of me.” 

Verse 14, 
 

“And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to 
them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” 
 
“I’ve earnestly desired.” “I’ve eagerly desired.” One translation says, “I’m overwhelmed.” The picture is that 

Jesus is overwhelmed with passion and desire to do this. The closest thing I can think of that’s an earthly picture of 
this—and mothers will probably agree with this—is a mother giving birth to her child. There is a fear of the pain, a fear 
of the torment, an anxiousness and nervousness, but the only thing that overwhelms that anxiousness other than the 
natural process that you can’t do anything about, is the fact that you desire to bring this child forth. There is a desire to 
bring this child into the world and see this child born. That’s kind of a picture of what’s happening. Jesus is desiring to do 
this thing that is going to cause so much pain and so much destruction but it’s ultimately going to bring new and eternal 
life and establish a new kingdom. So, He says, “I’ve desired to do this. This is what it’s all come down to for me.” 

 
“And he said to them, ‘I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 

For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 17 And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he said, ‘Take this, and divide it among yourselves.’” 



 
A lot of you have heard this story because I’ve told it before. My two youngest children are adopted from 

another country. It was very difficult. We did an independent adoption where we had to hire an attorney there and we 
had to hire an attorney here. We had to work with their government, and their courts, and basically do an in-country 
adoption and then start the process of coming home. Red Oak walked through that with us four years ago this month. 
We celebrated when that adoption was finalized last week. Four years is how long it took for that to happen so that’s a 
big praise the Lord. It was such a big ordeal because you have to do it there and then there’s zero paperwork so you 
come here and you have to start all over but you don’t have any paperwork. It’s a crazy deal. I remember that we had to 
come home because the American government wouldn’t let us bring them home but we had custody of them. So they 
were ours in the eyes of the Ugandan government. We had to leave them there and it was the most emotional day of 
my life. At that point we had been there three months plus, together as a family. We put them in the care of a nanny 
that Bobby and Maridith had used when they lived there. We continued to rent our apartment and she stayed in our 
apartment and we paid her to take care of them. We moved her in with us for a couple of weeks before we came home. 
This is going to sound silly but I remember saying, “I’m not going to partake of anything but water, and meat, and 
vegetables until we get you home.” I thought, I couldn’t just straight up fast because it might take two years and I’d die. 
So, I said I was going to do this thing, and that was when Corner Coffee was open. I loved to go to Corner Coffee and get 
a cup of coffee and a milkshake but I said I was going to do this until we were back together again. So, we came home 
and met with an immigration attorney in Washington D.C. Red Oak paid for that. That’s one of the greatest blessings I’ve 
ever received from a church or from people. This church paid $3500 to retain that attorney. She got it done and we were 
able to go back and get our kids a couple of months later. When I got the call from that attorney, I went straight to 
Corner Coffee and I had them make two milkshakes and put it in the biggest receptacle they had. I was drinking that and 
I remember it was dripping off my chin. People were looking at me like, “What are you doing?” and I was like, “I’m 
celebrating!” Every time now, when I read this passage, that’s what I think of. I know that’s silly but I remember that the 
feeling I had was internal, not external. It was coming from the inside out; this overwhelming joy that we are going to 
get to go and be together again as a family. Being separated like that was so hard. First, we were trapped in another 
country for three months where we couldn’t leave, then we had to leave and leave our children, then there was that 
reunification. 

I thought about the Garden of Eden. Man sins. God kills an animal and says, “That’s not good enough. I will send 
the seed of the woman to crush the head of the serpent and put this thing right one day.” Then, a few thousand years 
later Jesus is sitting here in this upper room and holds this cup up and says, “This is the new covenant in my blood. I have 
eagerly desired to do this.” Yeah, for about four millennia at that point. Now, we’re going to do it and salvation is going 
to be secured for all who would receive. “I’m not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It’s the power of God to 
everybody that believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.”172 “To as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
right to be called the sons of God.”173 “Whoever confesses Him as Lord and believes in their heart God raised Him from 
the dead, he will be saved.”174 From that point forward, whoever calls on the name of the Lord Jesus and receives the 
work of the cross and is covered in His blood, it’s salvation and redemption eternally. What a moment this is when He 
says this. He holds that cup up. 

Verse 17, 
 

“And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, ‘Take this, and divide it among 
yourselves.’” 
 
He had them share the cup—unity in the Church. One of the most unifying things we will do as a church is 

tonight as we take the Lord’s Supper, because of what it signifies. I remember there was a time when I thought we 
should do the thing when you pass the cup around. There’s a reason we don’t have a drummer tonight. That’s my wife 
and she’s home with a kid that’s puking. Nobody wants to pass the cup around tonight. Amen? This isn’t the third world, 
first century. We don’t roll like that anymore; we’re sterilized and sanitized. Everybody gets their own little cup. Ain’t 
nobody going to get drunk tonight. First, there’s not going to be any alcohol in it, and second, it’s going to be this much. 
One time—just one time—I want to do the Lord’s Supper where everybody gets a loaf of bread and a jug of whatever 
grape-based beverage of your choice is. We are going to get it done. 
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So, there is this scene where He focuses on their unity. There’s this moment in the scene where He gives thanks 
and says, “Divide it among yourselves.” 

 
“For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes.” 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 
‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’” 
 
Throughout the old covenant history, the Old Testament Passover was done to look back at what God had done 

at the Exodus in delivering them and looking forward to the promise of the Prophets that God was one day going to 
come in the flesh and replace the institute of the Passover lamb. Now watch this! Then, it happened. For us, when we 
take the supper tonight, we look back at the room with Jesus holding up the cup and breaking the bread. We look back 
at Him saying, “Do this in remembrance of me,” and we look forward to a coming kingdom where there will be no pain, 
no sorrow, no sin, no sickness, no death. Because, see, they held back to a fulfilled promise and held forward to a soon-
to-be fulfilled promise. We look back and remember a fulfilled and completed promise and we look forward, holding to 
a covenant promise that’s going to happen one day. That’s what we do when we take the Lord’s Supper. 

Then, He said this, 
 

“’But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the Son of Man 
goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!’” 23 And they began to 
question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this.” 
 
Judas was so slick that nobody had a clue. He was like, “Who is He talking about?” Jesus already knew. Jesus 

stumped, and tricked, and thwarted the plan so that He could institute the Lord’s Supper, and take this Passover, and 
fulfil everything that the Passover had ever represented. Then He said, “Okay, Judas, go do it.” We know that the other 
Gospel writers record that Jesus was like, “We’re done. The game’s up. Go.” Judas gets up and leaves. Jesus was in 
complete control the whole time. And tonight, when we take the Lord’s Supper, we do so looking back at the fact that 
Jesus is still in control as He was then. We remember His blood, shed and poured out for us, and we remember His body 
broken for us. And we vow again, and anew, and afresh not to go the way of Judas but to live as those who have been 
redeemed, who are awaiting the coming kingdom. Amen? 

Let’s pray. 
Lord,	as	we	prepare	to	worship	through	song	and	the	taking	of	the	Lord’s	Supper,	I	pray	that	you	would	

help	us	to	understand	the	gravity	and	the	significance	of	what	you’ve	done,	not	only	at	the	cross	but	in	this	upper	
room	scene.	We	thank	you	for	your	Word	that	doesn’t	return	void	and	that	it	wouldn’t	do	so	in	our	own	lives.	We	
thank	you	and	praise	you,	Jesus,	for	what	you’ve	done.	I	pray	that	if	there	is	someone	here	tonight	that	doesn’t	
know	you	and	doesn’t	have	a	relationship	with	you,	even	if	they’ve	been	in	church	their	whole	lives,	or	they	made	
some	prayer	or	profession	when	they	were	a	kid	but	they’ve	never	lived	out	the	fruit	of	that	repentance,	that	
tonight	you	would	draw	them	to	yourself,	convict	them	of	sin,	and	that	before	they	leave	this	place	that	they	would	
call	on	your	name	and	be	saved.	That	they	would	talk	to	a	pastor,	or	their	parents,	or	a	leader	here,	and	understand	
the	Gospel.	I	pray	that	you	would	receive	now	what	we	do	as	an	act	of	worship.	In	Jesus’	name.	

 
(Zach Mabry) 
Our benediction tonight is going to come out of Numbers 6. You guys just stand and feel free to read along if you 

want to. We can put it up on the board. This is an old Jewish benediction. Numbers 6:24 says, 
 

“The Lord bless you and keep you; 
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

 
Have a good week. I love you, church.



February 4, 2018 
Luke 22:24-38 
Rob Conti 

 
Hello, everybody. I’m excited about tonight. I’m excited about the passage of Scripture that we will be in and I’m 

excited about hanging out afterwards. If you are visiting with us, I hope you will hang out. We are going to have the 
game on and watch the football game and even if you don’t like football, and you don’t like socializing, we have the 
great equalizer—free food. Chicken wings—thank you Barbara. JC put a lot of work into this and we are thankful for 
that. We are going to hang out, so hopefully you will hang out with us and there should be good fellowship even if the 
game is not good. It’ll be fun. 

I wanted to start the service a little differently this week. I don’t usually do this but there are things that have 
been in the news and I really feel like I want to address them for our church. I’m sure a lot of you have seen the trial 
that’s been taking place with Larry Nasser, a US Gymnastics women’s sports physician, and the hundreds of counts of 
sexual assault that he has been found guilty of. In fact, he confessed to a good deal of them and he’s going away. He’s 
been found guilty and he’s going away for the rest of his life. I’ve been struck by it really because of one girl who has 
stood out to me. I put off even listening to her testimony in court because I knew it was going to be a weighty thing and 
hard to listen to. Are y’all familiar with this news story? It’s horrific. Hundreds of girls, hundreds of young children, 
sexually assaulted by this man at a young age. He was given protection to be able to do this. But this one girl, woman, 
was a gymnast. Her name is Rachael Denhollander and I was so struck by her testimony because she was so rock solid 
with the Gospel. It wasn’t a “I forgive you and I’m ready to move on.” She preached the Gospel to him. She called him to 
repentance. She didn’t excuse anything he did, in fact she highlighted the wickedness and the evil that this man has 
perpetrated, but then extended the reality that what makes God’s grace so good is that it can provide salvation where 
there is absolutely no earthly reason to give it. That’s what the Gospel does. 

I read an article in Christianity Today175 where she gave an interview and wanted to read some of her statements 
to us as a church for two reasons. One, because the reality is that if you pay attention and you are awake, walking 
through this life, you are going to interact with somebody where this is their story. The current statistic is that one in 
four girls, in their lifetime, will be sexually assaulted. They say it’s one in seven for boys. But the reality is that we know 
that both of those numbers are skewed because so few people actually come forward. It’s an estimate. So, the reality is 
that you will have a chance to minister to somebody who is a victim of this type of crime, and we need to be prepared 
for that. Also, I want to say a word to us as parents. But, she said this in this interview, talking about her experience. She 
said how that, in standing up and taking a stand, and pushing this as far as she could so that justice happened, that she 
lost family, she lost friends, and ultimately even lost her church. She said this, 

 
“One of the areas where Christians don’t do well is in acknowledging the devastation of the wound. We can tend 
to gloss over the devastation of any kind of suffering but especially sexual assault, with Christian platitudes like 
God works all things together for good or God is sovereign. Those are very good and glorious biblical truths, but 
when they are misapplied in a way to dampen the horror of evil, they ultimately dampen the goodness of God. 
Goodness and darkness exist as opposites. If we pretend that the darkness isn’t dark, it dampens the beauty of the 
light.”176 
 
She was asked if Church was somewhere she was able to go for help and she said, 
 
“Church is one of the least safe places to acknowledge abuse because the way it is counseled is, more often than 
not, damaging to the victim. There is an abhorrent lack of knowledge for the damage and devastation that sexual 
assault brings. It is with deep regret that I say the church is one of the worst places to go for help. That’s a hard 
thing to say, because I am a very conservative evangelical, but that is the truth. There are very, very few who have 
ever found true help in the Church.” 
 
That’s hard. That’s hard to read. Typically, when people throw off on the Church, and even in their testimony 

use the Church as a reason for why they don’t follow Christ or don’t come to church, like the Church is full of hypocrites, 
I take those statements with a truckload of salt. Because, I think that typically they are making an excuse for why they 
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are not surrendering to God. But, unfortunately, I think she’s right on. I think the Church can be an unsafe place to admit 
such things because of the way that it is handled. I think a lot of times it is handled poorly out of ignorance. People 
desire to help but they are overwhelmed by the situation so they end up saying things like, “God works all things 
together for good.” That’s a true statement, right? Or, “You need to forgive, just as Christ forgave you.” That’s from the 
Bible. But when we take those things out of their contexts and misapply them, they can be so damaging. 

I couldn’t help but this week to think of people saying things like that because that is what this lady had said to 
her when she finally mustered the courage to explain what had been done to her as a fifteen-year-old girl. She was met 
with, “Well, you need to forgive.” This is a bad analogy but I think it gets close. If you walked up on a car accident, and 
the car was crumpled, and somebody is trapped inside, bleeding, with gaping wounds and a broken leg, and you walk up 
and say, “I really think you need to start physical therapy,” that would be ridiculous. Why? They are going to need that, 
right? Yeah, at the proper time and in the proper way. So, yes, there is truth to, “We need to forgive as we have been 
forgiven,” but those passages have a context that are talking about within the body of Christ when somebody repents, 
not when a predator has stolen your innocence as a child. So, I say this because you are going to, Lord willing—it’s a 
reality that people have been abused in this way—you will have opportunity to minister to somebody who has been 
through this, and you need to be prepared to share the real goodness of the real grace of God. To really be able to 
minister to them and not to further damage them and not to push them further into shame. The reality is, for a victim of 
sexual assault, they already blame themselves. It’s part of the lie that enters into their mind from the abuse of the 
attacker, that they are somehow at fault. Whatever we can say and do to alleviate that, to show them that it is not their 
fault, that that was evil, and it’s okay that you are angry, and it’s okay that you feel this way, and it’s common that you 
would respond this way—whatever we can do to have solidarity with them, to come alongside them, to encourage them 
to go to war, and battle for them, and stand in their corner, we need to be prepared to do that. And we need to not say 
things like, “At least you didn’t get pregnant. It could have been worse.” Those are real things that people say that are 
just damaging. But, man, the Gospel is so good. It is so good and I will never stop saying that. The Gospel is so good and 
it can heal every wound. The Gospel can. Time doesn’t heal every wound but the Gospel does. So, we need to push 
people to the grace that they have in Jesus. This lady, Rachael, was so rock solid and I thought that as a church we need 
to be prepared. 

Now, I want to say this to parents, or some-day parents, or grandparents. We need to protect our kids. We need 
to protect our kids. My kids, your kids—we need to protect them. That doesn’t mean being paranoid but it means being 
vigilant. I don’t want to be the helicopter parent that’s afraid my kid is going to get a bruise, or bloodied up, or get a 
scar. That’s good. Build some character. Although I did buy the trampoline with the net. That just makes sense. But 
when it comes to who has access to my child or who is alone with my kid, you better be vigilant. There is too much at 
stake. Something that can happen in a moment cannot be undone. The Gospel is good, Jesus can heal anything, 
absolutely, but we need to be vigilant as parents. 

So, I was going to read some of this book right here but I’m not going to. It’s a really good resource if you know 
with someone who is dealing with abuse. It’s called Rid of My Disgrace177. It’s really good. 

So, open your Bibles to Luke 22. I’m going to reach back a little bit into last week’s passage to set the context. 
We know that Jesus is preparing to lay down His life. This is what everything has been building up to throughout the 
Gospel; Jesus has set His face like flint. He’s unmovable. Jesus is working toward Calvary. He has come to lay down His 
life so that He can take it back up and rescue us from our sin. That’s what He’s doing. So, it’s all coming to this climactic 
point. Last week, Jesus had this last supper with His disciples, where He is instituting the new covenant, what we 
celebrate as the Lord’s Supper. 

Look at Luke 22:14, 
 

“And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. 15 And he said to 
them, ‘I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you I will not eat it 
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 17 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, 
‘Take this, and divide it among yourselves. 18 For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of 
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.’ 19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ 20 
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you is the new 
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covenant in my blood. 21 But behold, the hand of him who betrays me is with me on the table. 22 For the 
Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!’” 
 
So, Jesus had already told them, “I’m going to go to Jerusalem. I’m going to die. I’m going to lay down my life.” 

He’s told them He has to suffer. He reminds them right here, “I’ve wanted to eat this meal with you before I suffer.” He 
tells them, “This bread is like my body. It’s going to be broken. This cup is like my blood. It’s going to be poured out. But 
the blood that I pour out is ratifying, it’s establishing, it’s bringing into reality this new covenant.” I’m sure that, on some 
level, they got it, right? Their minds would have gone back to Jeremiah 31, where God had promised that this new 
covenant was going to come. 

I’m going to read Jeremiah 31:31-34. This is the new covenant that God promised. 
 

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his 
neighbor and each his brother, saying, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 
more.” 
 
That, right there, those are the best promises ever, and when God makes a promise we can believe it. God 

doesn’t change and God doesn’t lie, and when He makes a promise He keeps it. Did you hear what He said? He said, “I’m 
going to take my law and write it on your heart.” What’s He saying? The law will no longer be just a reminder of your 
guilt, and your shame, and your condemnation. The law is no longer going to be just a standard that shows that I can’t 
live up to it and I can’t be good enough. He’s going to take His law and write it on our hearts. He’s going to change our 
very desires. He’s going to empower us to not only want to obey but to be able to obey. He’s going to do that through 
this new covenant. Then, He says there will be no more separation, “I will be your God and you will be my people.” We 
will have an intimate relationship with our creator. Sin will not separate us—because the final thing He says is, “I’m not 
going to remember your sins anymore. Your guilt is removed. Your shame is gone. There is no more condemnation.” He 
doesn’t remember our sin. These are the best promises in the world. Jesus says, “That new covenant is coming in and 
I’m going to do it by suffering. I’m bringing it in, not by the blood of bulls and goats.” That’s not what’s going to ratify the 
new covenant. Jesus is going to do it with His blood. We know that the blood of bulls and goats can’t take away sin but 
the blood of Christ can, once-for-all, make eternal salvation a reality. 

So, Jesus says this and they have this awesome moment and then He says, “But the one who is going to betray 
me is sitting right here, right now. Then, they have this interaction where they are, “Who’s it going to be?” Some of the 
other Gospels tell us that Peter motions to John, because John is sitting right next to Jesus, and Peter wants John to ask 
Jesus who is going to betray Him. They are all arguing about who it’s going to be. Jesus gives John the sign that it’s Judas, 
“It’s the one who dips after me.” We know that Judas is going to betray Jesus. He leaves and then, after hearing that, 
what seems like the least possible conversation that would come up among the disciples, happens. Right? You would 
think that they would start to celebrate the new covenant. This is so much more than getting free from Rome. He is 
talking about being free from sin. But they don’t. Look what happens. 

Verse 24. This is embarrassing. I don’t even want to read it. I feel bad for the guys. 
 

“A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. 25 
And he said to them….” 
 
This is not even the first time they have done this. In Luke, there are multiple times where this happens and 

Jesus confronts it. It happened in Luke 9 when they were arguing about who is going to be the greatest. Another time, 
it’s James and John, and their mom actually pulled Jesus aside and was lobbying for their position in the kingdom. 
What?! This unbridled pride and self-promotion is like the Me-Monster178 moment on crack. All they are concerned with 
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is position, and prestige, and honor, and how they are going to be viewed, and having authority. He has already rebuked 
them one time when they were having this conversation and said, “That’s not how we do things.” He says, “Look at this 
child.” He takes a child that has no rights and no privileges. It’s lowest on the family order. And He says, “Be like this kid. 
Be like that. Don’t grasp for privileges and rights. Serve.” What’s astounding is that Jesus has just demonstrated this. We 
know from John’s account, in John 13, that Jesus has just finished up—He wraps a towel around Him, fills a bowl with 
water, and goes around and washes their feet. That’s just happened, and then they have this conversation. They don’t 
get it. It’s not clicking. Jesus is so patient. This stands out to me right here—when the Bible says that God is slow to 
anger, that He’s gracious and merciful, forgiving iniquities, and that His love is steadfast—moments like this just 
highlight it for me. If this is you with your kids, if we are honest, this is where we get frustrated and say things like, “I told 
you—I told you in English—we just had this conversation—we already talked about this…” Jesus is so patient and kind. 
He just teaches them again. Look at this. 

 
“And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those in 

authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the greatest among you 
become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves. 27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at 
table or one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who 
serves.” 
 
It’s obvious, right? Jesus is greater. Peter has already made his confession, “You are the Christ. You’re the 

Messiah. You’re the Son of God.” Some of them were there on the Mount of Transfiguration. They saw Jesus in His glory. 
Jesus is clearly greater and He’s saying, “I’m here to serve.” Mark, in his gospel, when he is talking about this, says, “The 
Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve,” and here it is—to what extent? How does Jesus ultimately serve? Is 
it by footwashing? No, it’s by what footwashing represented. Jesus said, “The Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” Jesus came to lay down His life to serve, by becoming what He 
wasn’t—sin. By taking on our guilt, our shame, and our punishment, He serves. He says, “I’m here, serving.” That’s what 
He just played out in the footwashing. That’s what He just talked about with the bread and the wine. He’s here to serve 
by laying down His life and by suffering. He says, “This is how you’re to lead.” As a Christian, this is how you’re to lead. 
It’s to serve. This colors everything for us—what kind of boss you are, what kind of husband you are, what kind of parent 
you are. Everything needs to be seen through the lens of how Jesus serves the Church. 

Philippians 2:5. You know this passage well. Paul says, 
 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly 
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 
 
This is awesome. In this we see who Jesus is. He is God and He humbled himself. Our God is humble and He 

would come to serve us with salvation by lowering himself to becoming one of us, to becoming a servant among us. He 
humbled himself to the point of dying, but not just dying, but dying on the cross. And Paul is saying in that passage to 
have that kind of mind, think that way, look to this example. This is how we love each other. This is how we serve each 
other. None of us can humble ourselves that distance, right? Jesus is God and He humbles himself to serve, but He 
leaves us this example. Here it is. He’s about to explain it with His boys. He leaves us this example that suffering and 
serving always precede glory and exaltation. Suffering and serving always precede exaltation and glory. It did for Jesus 
and it will for us. 

Verse 28, 
“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29 and I assign to you, as my Father 

assigned to me, a kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 
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He doesn’t even rebuke them. He just corrects them, He teaches them, and then He says, “You have walked 

through my trials with me and, you know what, you guys are going to be great. You’re going to sit on thrones in the new 
kingdom. You’re going to have a position of honor and responsibility. 

Here’s what I love about this moment. The reason Jesus doesn’t get frustrated with them and blow up on them 
in that moment (and, parenthetically, this should help us as parents) is because Jesus sees the big picture. He sees who 
He is making these men to be for the rest of their lives and for all of eternity. 

Is this a moment of failure for them? Yeah, they don’t get it, but Jesus knows. He knows that Peter is going to be 
a leader in the Church who preaches the Gospel even when he’s tortured for it. He knows that James won’t stop 
proclaiming the Gospel and serving people with the Gospel even when he’s thrown in prison. He knows that Thomas will 
give his head for the Gospel. He knows what He’s going to do in and through these men; how He’s going to sanctify 
them. He sees the big picture and He loves them. These are His friends. He tells them, “Yes, you will rule. You will sit on 
these thrones and have this position.” He knows He’s going to humble them. They did amazing things. They planted 
churches, they spread the Gospel, they performed miracles—they did all these amazing things—and they suffered. They 
suffered for the Gospel. Jesus loves these guys, and even though they seem clueless, sleepy at times, and cowardly, 
Jesus wanted them with Him in these moments. These guys are His friends and He knows what He’s going to do in their 
lives and through their lives. 

It’s a roller coaster for these guys. They realize that Jesus has heard this conversation and He is correcting them. 
They are probably bracing for some sort of rebuke but, in fact, He tells them, “You will sit on thrones.” They are getting 
excited again at the idea of the kingdom coming in. They will rule, they will have honor, they will have responsibility. 
Then, Jesus turns to their leader, Peter, and says this, 

 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, 32 but I 

have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your 
brothers.” 33 Peter said to him, ‘Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.’ 34 Jesus said, 
‘I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.’” 
 
The “you” at the beginning of verse 31, when Jesus says, “Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you,”-

--the “you” there is plural. He’s directly talking to Peter but He’s saying “y’all.” “Satan demanded to have y’all. He wants 
to sift y’all like wheat.” What’s He saying? Go back in your mind to the book of Job when Satan comes before the Lord. 
In that situation, Jesus actually pointed out Job and Satan was given permission to shake his faith, and to attack him, to 
see how he would respond. It seems like this is that type of thing, where Satan has demanded to have the disciples so he 
could violently shake them. Ultimately, what this is, is an attack on their faith. Satan’s plan is to violently shake them, as 
Jesus is arrested, as Jesus is taken to the cross, so that these men would be shaken in their faith, so that their faith 
would be removed and that they would fall away from Jesus. 

Jesus starts this by saying, “Simon, Simon.” Some people have said that this is Jesus rebuking Peter because He is 
calling him by his pre-Christian name. I think He is, and I think He’s doing it on purpose, but not as a rebuke. I think Jesus 
is reminding Peter and telling him something really hard, right? “The enemy is going to attack your faith but I’ve prayed 
for you that you may not fail, ultimately, and when you return, and repent, and come back…” Which presupposes that 
Peter is going to fall and fail. He’s going to mess up and deny Jesus. I think Jesus uses the name Simon because He wants 
Peter, in that moment—after Peter has denied Jesus, and that rooster crows, and he makes eye contact with the Lord, 
and the Bible says that he goes out and weeps bitterly—Jesus wanted him to remember right here that he called him, 
“Simon, Simon.” I think He wants Peter to remember Luke 5, when Jesus saved him in the boat. Because up to that point 
we see that he is called Simon until in that moment in the boat. I’ll read it. Luke 5. 

Y’all know the story, right? Jesus has been preaching all day and He tells the disciples that they are going to go 
fishing. They push out from shore and Peter says, “We’ve been fishing all night. We haven’t caught anything. This is the 
worst place and the worst time to try to catch fish but because you said so, sure.” So they push out and throw down the 
nets and, of course, they catch the biggest haul of fish in their lives. Then, there’s this conversation. 

 
“But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a 

sinful man, O Lord.’ 9 For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they had 
taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus 



said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.’ 11 And when they had brought 
their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.” 
 
I think this is grace. I think that Jesus is reminding him of his conversion to remind him that it’s always been 

about grace. For all of us, when we fail, the reality is that we still have the same adversary who will shake violently, use 
circumstances and trials, and temptation, to violently shake your faith, and there will be times when you absolutely fail 
and fall. And it is in those moments that it is good to go back to where it began. Go back to where it began and be 
reminded that it was never about you being acceptable before God. It was never about your holiness, your 
righteousness, your being good enough. It was always and only ever about the grace of God to save you out of your sin. 
So, it is only the grace of God that we look to, to stand back up and move forward and to accept His forgiveness. That’s 
what He’s saying to Peter. Peter is going to be restored. Jesus tells him, “But I have prayed for you.” Do you see it? Verse 
32. Satan’s goal for Peter and the disciples was to shake them. You know the picture here of wheat, right? They would 
take it out and violently shake it to get the kernel to separate from the rest of it. The part they weren’t going to use 
would blow away in the wind. Satan’s assumption is that their faith isn’t real. It’s weak, and when they are tried and 
they’re tempted, and their life is on the line, their faith will go away with the wind. But Jesus says, “I’ve prayed, not that 
this wouldn’t happen. Not that Satan would go away and come back another day.” He doesn’t do that. He says, “But I’ve 
prayed for your faith,” because Jesus is the one in control. Jesus is sovereign and Jesus is allowing Satan to violently 
shake their faith because Jesus knows that the opposite is going to happen. This is worth coming out to church for; this 
moment. If I’ve lost you, check back in. This is good. Jesus knows that He allowed the trial and He is allowing the 
suffering in his life—He is allowing His boy to fail because He knows that what will go away is the pride, and the 
arrogance, and the desire to be first above everybody else. What will go away is this self-reliance and this self-
righteousness, and all that will remain is faith, faith in Jesus, because that’s what Jesus offers and that is what Jesus 
perfects—our faith. If it was given to you by Jesus it cannot be taken away no matter how violently it is shaken by the 
sufferings in this life. So, Jesus lets it happen and He prays for them. He intercedes for them. And He says “when”—
when you turn, when you repent, when you come back I have work for you. Strengthen your brothers. We know from 
John’s account that Jesus goes to Peter three times and asks him, “Do you love me? Shepherd my flock.” Peter is going 
to be the ultimate example of what it looks like to mess up badly, to receive God’s grace, and move forward. That is gold 
for our sanctification. We don’t get to have a self-pity party. We don’t get to do that. There’s no place for it. You don’t 
get to beat yourself up. You don’t get to stay on the sidelines. You receive the grace of God and move forward. 

I love this picture here of Jesus praying. This is His work as our Great High Priest. This side of the cross, 
everything that Jesus has done for our salvation is finished. On the cross, what does He say? “It is finished.” Atonement 
fully made. Jesus blood, His sacrifice, covers all of our sin for all time. It’s done. But do you know how he still serves us in 
salvation? He intercedes. He prays. He still prays for us. That’s the ongoing work of Jesus in Heaven right now. What 
does He pray? We could go to John 17. Do this soon. Read John 17 and see what He prays for us. He prays for our unity 
and He prays for our perseverance. If you have real faith, when trials and temptations come that is what will remain. 
Everything else will systematically be ripped out of your life. Everything worthless—our pride, our insecurities, our lust, 
our greed will eventually blow away and what will remain is faith. So we persevere, but know this—Jesus is active in our 
perseverance now. He prays for you to persevere now. So, the application is that if Jesus is active in what it means for 
me to persevere, and endure, and to finish well, then I’d better be active in what it means for me to persevere and to 
finish well; to make sure that my faith is in Jesus. 

How do we do that? What does it look like. We look to our example and we meditate on the source of our faith. 
The writer of Hebrews says, “Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” How is faith 
substance? How is it evidence? Later on, He tells us that we need to look to Jesus, the author, or the source, and the 
perfecter of our faith. Our faith is evidence because it comes from Jesus. It is the substance of things hoped for, it is the 
nature of things hoped for, because it is a gift from Jesus. And if it is from Jesus it can’t be taken away from us. 

Verse 35, 
 

“And he said to them, ‘When I sent you out with no moneybag or knapsack or sandals, did you 
lack anything?’ They said, ‘Nothing.’” 
 
He’s referring back to twice earlier in Luke when Jesus sends out the disciples two by two to go witness; to go to 

the towns and villages and kind of get them ready for Jesus to come in. They were preaching the Gospel ahead of Him 
coming into town. He tells them to not take anything with them but to just go preach, and the people basically just took 



care of their needs. Here, Jesus asks if they lacked anything when they did that and they said that they had everything. 
They were welcomed into people’s homes, the people fed them, their sandals didn’t wear out, and it was great. Then, 
He said this, 

 
“He said to them, ‘But now let the one who has a moneybag take it, and likewise a knapsack. 

And let the one who has no sword sell his cloak and buy one. 37 For I tell you that this Scripture must be 
fulfilled in me: “And he was numbered with the transgressors.” For what is written about me has its 
fulfillment.’ 38 And they said, ‘Look, Lord, here are two swords.’ And he said to them, ‘It is enough.’ 
 
There are a lot of opinions as to what is happening in this passage right here. It seems to me that He is telling 

them that things are about to change. It seems clear. Things are about to change. This Scripture is about to be fulfilled. 
Jesus is about to lay down His life and He is saying that things are going to be different. “It is no longer going to be that 
we are welcomed into towns, and people roll out the red carpet, and you can rely on hospitality for your needs.” He’s 
saying, “Be prepared, because we are going outside of this area.” The Gospel is going to go to the nations. He is 
preparing them for the Great Commission179 and He’s saying, “You’re going to need supplies. You’re going to need to 
prepare ahead.” The image of taking the swords is that it’s going to be dangerous and it’s going to be hard. If people 
hate Jesus they are going to hate the disciples. He says that this Scripture has to be fulfilled. What Scripture? He says, 
“And He was numbered with the transgressors.” That’s from Isaiah 53:12. In a summary type fashion, He quotes from 
Isaiah 53, saying that this has to be fulfilled. He’s quoting from Isaiah 53 and their minds should have immediately come 
awake to the Suffering Servant180. It should be coming together. “I’m going to suffer. My body will be broken. My blood 
will be poured out. This is how the new covenant comes into being.” They should have begun to see that Jesus really is 
going to lay down His life. He has to suffer before exaltation, before glory, before the kingdom. Jesus has to suffer and 
He is pointing to that. He’s saying that everything is about to change. In order for Jesus to be able to restore Peter and 
for His prayers as that Great High Priest to mean anything, and for His patience with them and His teaching of them to 
be of any value, this passage must have its fulfillment. Jesus must suffer. 

 
Isaiah 53:3, 
 

“He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and Yahweh has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
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8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
    and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of Yahweh to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors.” 

 
Jesus is saying that this is what’s about to happen. “Yahweh is going to crush me. He’s going to lay the sin of the 

world on me and I will be crushed but my days will be prolonged.” That’s awesome. It’s resurrection in the Old 
Testament, right there. Jesus would take our sin and take our shame so that He can forgive; so that He can remember 
our sins no more. So that God can be our God now with no separation and no pause to come before a holy God, because 
we come to Him through Jesus, having His law written in our hearts to change our desires to want to serve God and to, 
through Christ, be able to. 

So, how do we respond to this? Turn to 1 Peter 5. Peter has had this interaction with Jesus, “Before the rooster 
crows you will deny me three times.” Jesus is saying, “Remember how I saved you. Know that I’m interceding for you. 
I’m praying for your faith. It will remain. Strengthen your brothers.” Peter would spend the rest of his life serving the 
Church humbly and suffering for the Gospel to go forward. He learned these lessons that you and I are hearing tonight. 
He says this. I think that as he penned this part of the letter that this night was crystal clear in his memory. Verse 6, 

 
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may 

exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. 
Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 Resist him, firm 
in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 
throughout the world. 10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11 To him be 
the dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
What’s the application? Humble yourself. Look to Jesus. Remember Jesus. Look to Him as the source of your 

salvation, the source of your faith, and the example for how you are to live. Humble yourself and serve others, knowing 
that humility, and service, and suffering always precede glory. Did you hear Him? “At the proper time” He will exalt you. 
At the proper time. The reality is that if you are a child of God you are going to suffer in this life and Jesus is going to use 
it to shake away the things in your life that don’t belong. What will remain is your faith and the day will come when we 
will see Jesus like He is and we will be made like Him, and we will rule and reign with Jesus in His kingdom forever and 
ever. Amen. That is so good. 

So, I want to invite you, if you are not a believer and you are not following Jesus… the reality is that for some of 
you, you’d say, “I said a prayer. I was baptized. I was confirmed, dunked, sprinkled,” whatever. “Then trials came, things 



got hard, and I absolutely fell away because it seemed empty and not real.” I would invite you to look to Jesus, to find in 
the life, the death, and resurrection of Jesus, real salvation. The faith that He authors will remain. The Bible says, “Today, 
if you hear His voice, don’t harden your heart.” Trust in Jesus. Surrender to Jesus. 

There are a lot of people in this church who would love to talk to you about what that looks like and what that 
can mean for you. We have a bunch of pastors, and deacons, and godly men and women in this church who would love 
to talk to you. We always do this thing at the end of our services where the band will come back up and play music, 
because it’s awesome to worship Jesus before you hear the Bible and after. It’s just good. It will give you an opportunity 
for this—if you want to talk to somebody there are so many people here who would love to go outside and talk with 
you. I would love nothing more than to spend the rest of our time tonight talking about what it means to trust Jesus and 
follow Him. I’d love to have that conversation with you. A lot of people here would. As a Church, we need to recognize 
that we have an enemy who wants to shake us, so we can’t go a day without looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter 
of our faith. 

Pray with me. 
Lord	Jesus,	God,	we	love	you.	I	do	thank	you	for	your	Word.	I	thank	you	for	the	reality	that	you	poured	out	

your	blood,	you	allowed	your	body	to	be	broken,	so	we	could	have	perfect	fellowship	with	you,	have	our	sins	
forgiven,	have	your	law	written	on	our	hearts,	so	that	we	could	live	the	rest	of	this	life	pursuing	righteousness.	You	
said	that	the	righteous	will	live	by	faith,	and	we	confess	that	we	believe	in	you.	We	don’t	want	to	live	self-righteous,	
prideful,	lives	trying	to	outdo	each	other	but	we	want	to	serve	each	other	because	you	have	so	served	us	with	the	
Gospel.	I	pray	for	those	who	don’t	know	you	that	you	would	lead	them	in	your	kindness	to	repentance	in	faith	and	
that	you	would	give	them	the	gift	of	faith	and	that	they	would	believe	in	you	and	cry	out	for	salvation.	I	pray	that	
we	would	have	awesome	fellowship	tonight.	I	pray	now,	that	as	these	songs	are	sung	that	you	would	give	people	
courage	to	surrender	to	you	and	that	you	would	free	us,	as	your	Bride,	to	worship	you	in	spirit	and	in	truth.	We	
love	you	Jesus.	In	Christ’s	name.	Amen.





February 11, 2018 
Luke 22:39-53 
Gar Bozeman 
 

Welcome to Red Oak Church. We’ve been going through the book of Luke for what seems like forever, now. At 
least a year. If this is your first time, last week in the book of Luke we were talking about Jesus at the Last Supper with 
the disciples and how the disciples have had this dispute about who is going to be the greatest. Then Jesus foretells of 
Peter’s denial and also lets them know that a time of trials and suffering is on the way. So, tonight we are going to be 
going through the Garden of Gethsemane, so if you’ll turn to Luke 22:39-44, that is where we are going to start. 

To set this up before we get going, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all have their accounts on the Garden of 
Gethsemane and what’s happening at this time. Matthew and Mark both take a very detailed look at what was said and 
what the disciples were doing. They focus a lot on the disciples’ failure in the garden; how they failed to stay up with 
Jesus. Luke takes a little bit different approach. Luke, being a physician, is really concerned that we understand the 
suffering and agony that Jesus endured in the Garden of Gethsemane. John MacArthur said that Jesus’ suffering in the 
garden was the second most agonizing thing to ever happen to man on Earth, and that was only second to the cross. He 
wants us to understand that the agony that Jesus is going through in Gethsemane is not light by any means. 

Picking up in Luke 22:39, 
 

“And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples 
followed him. 40 And when he came to the place, he said to them, ‘Pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.’ 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, 
‘Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.’ 43 And 
there appeared to him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in agony he prayed more 
earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.” 
 
When Jesus is sweating blood this is an actual medical condition that has been documented. It’s called 

hematidrosis; “hema-” meaning blood and “-hydrosis” meaning sweat. It’s actually blood coming out of the sweat glands 
and the way it works is that the capillaries that feed the sweat glands, under enormous mental stress or fear, will 
rupture and blood will come out. That is what Jesus is going through now. He is suffering to the point that He is actually 
sweating blood. The reason this is important is that if we look at what medically happens in hematidrosis, it is that the 
person is losing blood and is also severely dehydrated, almost to the point of going into shock. We should all know that 
shock will eventually lead to death. 

If we look at Mark’s account of what happened in the Garden of Gethsemane, Mark quotes Jesus in 14:34, 
saying, 

 
“My soul is sorrowful even to death.” 

 
Jesus is saying that, “I am in so much anguish and agony that my body is actually dying.” If we think about a 

water balloon, we stick it under the faucet and start filling it up and it gets bigger and bigger until it gets to the point 
where it finally ruptures and breaks. If you think about a righteous God who is getting ready to drink the cup of eternal 
wrath that the Father is going to pour out on Him, and the fact that He is entirely without sin, and righteous, and 
perfect, and He is going to bear the burden of sin—that is filling His body right now and His body can’t take it. You can’t 
put the righteous anger of God into a physical form and it be able to contain it. So, Jesus’ body is literally breaking down 
at this point. 

The word for agony that Luke uses here means to wrestle with a strong opponent. So, Jesus is also at this time 
struggling with something. Luke 22:45-46, 

 
“And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them sleeping for sorrow.” 

 
“Sleeping for sorrow”—have you ever noticed this? The disciples are sleeping for sorrow. The disciples, 

themselves, are suffering at this time. It makes sense. They’ve expected this worldly kingdom to come and it hasn’t 
happened. Not only that, but now Jesus, their Savior, who they have been following the past three years, is in such 
agony that He’s sweating blood. Judas has gone to betray Him and they are thinking that this isn’t how it’s supposed to 



happen. Just a few verses earlier they were arguing about who was going to be the greatest and now they are out hiding 
in the garden. This isn’t going well for them. How did they respond? 

Verse 46, 
 

“And he said to them, ‘Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that you may not enter into 
temptation.’” 
 
See, the difference is that when Jesus is in His greatest time of suffering and need He is leaning into the Father 

and He’s asking for deliverance, and that His will be done, and that He will have endurance, but the disciples in their 
depression, and their sorrow, and their sadness just kind of crumble and they fall. How many of you have ever been sad 
to the point that you just want to lay down? You just want to go to sleep, right? We can relate to this. We know what 
this feels like. Jesus asks them to pray that they may not enter into temptation. This should take them back to Luke 11, 
where they asked, “Lord, teach us how to pray.” How does He teach them how to pray? The Lord’s Prayer. How does it 
conclude? “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.” He’s teaching them to pray the very prayer that He 
taught them how to pray. If we look at it, He is praying that same prayer now in the Garden of Gethsemane. The same 
thing, “Your will be done.” He is asking for deliverance. But the disciples aren’t there. He is also warning them of 
Zechariah’s prophecy in 13:7. Zechariah prophesied, “Strike the shepherd and the sheep will scatter.” Jesus has already 
seen this. He has already foretold of Peter’s denial and He knows that whenever He falls that the disciples are going to 
scatter. He’s telling them, “Pray that you won’t fall into temptation.” “This is coming. This is about to happen. You 
should be praying right now. Stop feeling sorry for yourself.” But they are just not there. 

What’s really amazing in this whole thing is that in His moment of greatest need He is alone, the disciples are 
sleeping, Judas has forsaken Him, and He is getting ready to see the wrath of the Father—He is utterly alone in the 
world—but where is His mind? It’s still with them. He’s praying that they won’t enter into temptation. He’s still loving 
them even in His greatest need. 

So, let’s go to verse 47, 
 

“While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of the twelve, 
was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him, ‘Judas, would you betray 
the Son of Man with a kiss?’ 49 And when those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, 
‘Lord, shall we strike with the sword?’” 
 
Peter is the one who picked up the sword and I can see Peter’s mind going back to before, when they were 

talking about who was going to be the greatest, and then Jesus said, “Get your moneybag, get your knapsack, grab a 
couple of swords.” Peter, being told that he was going to deny Christ, was like, “I’m not going to deny Jesus.” Now, these 
guys are coming and he’s like, “I’ve got a sword. I’m not going to deny Christ. I’m going to take this sword and strike 
somebody with it.” He’s ready to go. But that’s not what happens. 

 
“And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. 51 But Jesus said, 

‘No more of this!’ And he touched his ear and healed him.” 
 
We see two aspects of Jesus’ character. I feel like as we’ve gone through this book of Luke, that it’s really easy 

for us to jump from the Last Supper into Jesus’ trial and crucifixion, and we miss a lot of the deep stuff in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and the insight into Jesus’ character and who He is. This is one of those times. Judas is betraying Him and 
He says, 

 
“Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 

 
Jesus is still appealing to Judas’ heart. He’s still calling to Judas and drawing him back. Even in this moment of His 

betrayal He is trying to get Judas back. He’s saying, “Come on, would you really? Is this where we’re at?” He’s begging, 
“Come on Judas. Fall on your face, now.” But Judas doesn’t do it. 

The second point is that after Peter strikes off the ear of one of the chief priests’ servants, Jesus heals it, because 
Jesus cannot go forward with any blemish. There can’t be any conflict. He has to go as a willing servant. He has to 
willfully take on the cross. There can be nothing in His life or His history that assumes that He had done anything but lay 



down His life and take it back up again. If Peter had struck off the ear and Jesus hadn’t healed it then they would have a 
right to take Him before the court. Jesus heals him because Jesus is far more concerned with His glory than His comfort 
in this moment. He doesn’t want to get away. He’s already accepted the cup of wrath for us. 

They are in the Garden of Gethsemane. We can go back and look at where they were trying to conspire against 
Jesus and they were getting ready to lash out against Him and they said they feared the people. So, Judas conspired with 
them to find a time when He was away from the crowd, so that they could seize Him. Right? 

There is a book called The Bear Went Over The Mountain181. It was talking about the invasion into Afghanistan. 
These people were talking about how the Mujahideen fought this guerilla war against Russia at that time. The author 
said that the Mujahideen moved through the people like a fish does through water and only if they drained the water 
could they weed them out. If they know that, Jesus knows that. Jesus knows that if He really wanted to be safe that He 
would stay in the crowds. If He stayed in the crowds and they came to take Him there would be a riot and the people 
would go up in arms. The chief priests, themselves, could have been overthrown. If Jesus was really concerned for His 
safety He would have just stayed with the people, but He didn’t. Everything was divinely orchestrated by Him so He 
gives them an opportunity, and a time, and a place where they can be away from the crowds and He can be taken 
without incident. He can willfully hand His life over. Jesus isn’t being seized—Jesus is giving himself up at this time. 

There is a lot of debate about this, right? In a theological setting people ask why Jesus does this. Is He doing it 
because of His love for us or is He doing it for His glory? They want you to take a camp, like Jesus does it all for His 
glory—He loves us but it’s for His glory. Or they say that His glory is important but He really loves us. The danger of 
taking camp in either one of those sides is if we go, “Yeah, it’s all for the glory of Jesus,” saying that’s the only reason He 
did it, and we omit His love, then we have made Him impersonable. He’s no longer a relational God. This is all about 
Him. But we know that Jesus is not selfish by everything that He’s doing in the garden right now. On the other end, if we 
say it’s all because He loves us and forget about His glory, then we, ourselves, become extremely selfish. We become the 
end of the Gospel. We become the cul-de-sac for God’s love and His glory. It all ends on me. This is all about me. That’s a 
horrible view, because He loves us and He wants to be glorified, but through His love for us we glorify Him, right? We 
are a conduit that it runs through. We are not the end. The Gospel doesn’t end with us. It is still for His glory. 

I want you guys to turn to John 17:22-24. 
 

“The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are 
one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 
you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have 
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me 
before the foundation of the world.” 
 
His glory and His love cannot be separated. The Father glorifies the Son. The Son glorifies the Father. In that, we 

will one day be glorified before Him, all because He loves us the same way He loves the Son. We love them back and 
that’s where the glory is. It’s all connected. If you guys saw the creek when you came in tonight, this creek down here is 
just roaring and flowing over. Well, if you go upstream there are two bodies of water coming together at some point. 
But down here you could never separate which water came from which. This is God’s glory and His love. They are 
coming together and once we get downstream they are intertwined so deeply that we can’t separate them. It’s His glory 
and His love together. 

This is a powerful moment where Jesus decides to drink and He accepts the cup of wrath in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. He says, “Yes, Lord, I’ll do it.” That’s powerful because that’s where our redemption starts. If He never 
accepts the cup we are never saved. It starts in the garden. 

Back to Luke 22. We are going to wrap it up in Luke 22:52. 
 

“Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out 
against him, ]Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs?’” 
 
He’s pointing out their unrighteousness. He’s saying, “Are you serious? What have I done?” 
 

                                                             
181 Grau, Lester. www.lulu.com Publishing, 2013.  



“When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your 
hour, and the power of darkness.” 
 
He’s making a point here. Jesus is showing them, “You had an opportunity and you didn’t take it because you 

were afraid of men. That’s why you didn’t take it. Now you’re afraid of me because of the authority I have. Nevertheless, 
this is your hour and the hour of the power of darkness.” He’s making it very clear to them that they are not taking this 
hour. It is being given to them. He has given them this very hour. He is still sovereign over all. He has chosen this. 

Let’s go to Jude 24-25—Jude’s doxology. 
 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 
 
It has always been His authority. He has always had dominion. These men aren’t taking anything from Jesus. He 

is willfully giving His life over at this point. This has been His plan always, since before the beginning of time. Luke at Jude 
5, 

 
“Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out 

of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.” 
 
That is not allegory. Jesus delivered the people out of Egypt. Jesus and Yahweh are one. Jesus, who went and 

delivered His people out of slavery in Egypt, is the same Jesus that is delivering His people out of the slavery of sin and 
death right now. This has always been His business. He has always been about deliverance. Our winter camp just went 
through an entire series about Jesus in the Old Testament. Here is one more account of Jesus in the Old Testament, 
leading the people out of Egypt. You guys know that Jesus has always been in control. 

There are people here tonight that I know who feel a lot like Jesus is in the garden. They feel betrayed. They feel 
alone. They feel a burden that they just can’t overcome. It’s on them and they don’t know how they are going to get up. 
Jesus gives a picture that we have two options in this. Whether it’s depression, addiction, sadness in general, problems 
in your marriage, at home, it doesn’t matter what it is—we have a choice where we either choose to sleep in our sorrow 
or we choose what Jesus did—we pray for deliverance. We pray that His will be done in our lives. Whatever it is that we 
are suffering through, that He will give us the strength to endure and finish the race that we began in the first place. The 
deliverance is free. Salvation is free to all who seek it. But after that it’s a lifetime of dedication to discipling and being 
discipled and growing to become more like Jesus. 

So, if you are here and you’re like, “I’ve heard that and I understand that but it’s too late for me,” it is not too 
late. It was already too late. If it wasn’t too late then Jesus wouldn’t have had to come. But even look at the account of 
Judas. He still loves Judas. He’s still calling to Judas in His moment of betrayal. If it’s not too late for Judas it’s not too late 
for you. Jesus has given us a map to pull ourselves out of the darkness. He says, “Pray for your deliverance. Pray that the 
Lord’s will be done in your life and then pray that He comes alongside you and that the Holy Spirit gives you the 
endurance to finish the race.” That’s it. That’s all this life is about. 

Let me pray. 
Father,	we	thank	you	so	much	for	Luke	and	his	account	to	show	us	how	much	you	suffered	and	endured	for	

our	salvation.	We	thank	you	that	the	hour	of	the	power	of	darkness	was	actually	our	hour	of	redemption.	Lord,	you	
used	it.	You	are	in	control,	you	have	always	been	in	control,	and	you	loved	us	enough	that	you	would	take	on	and	
become	sin	for	us.	Father,	I	pray	that	if	there	is	anyone	here	tonight	that	needs	you	and	doesn’t	know	you,	Lord,	
that	you	would	move	in	their	hearts	and	let	them	know	that	this	is	a	church	where	if	they	are	running	towards	you	
that	we	would	love	to	run	alongside	them.	Father,	I	pray	that	in	this	time	of	reflection	that	you	would	just	show	us	
where	we	need	to	be	more	like	you.	I	pray	that	you	will	encourage	us	throughout	this	week	to	live	that	and	that	it	
would	all	be	for	your	glory.	In	Jesus’	name.	Amen.	

(Spencer Davis) 
I’m going to close with our doxology from Jude, starting in verse 24. 
 



“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”





February 18, 2018 
Luke 22: 54-62 
Brody Holloway 

 
If you are visiting with us, welcome. We are live streaming tonight so tonight’s sermon is being videoed and it 

will be saved for friends, and family, and folks who aren’t with us. There are a couple of things I want to put in front of 
you and then Rob will be making some more announcements at the end. One is to pray for Matt Jones, Muggs, who is 
out in Seattle this weekend. It’s business and work stuff so pray that he has wisdom in some decisions he has to make 
and also that he gets home safely. The other thing is, Gar did a really good job last week. He did a great job. One of the 
things that we hammer a lot here, to be a small congregation, is that we want to be a church that has strength of biblical 
masculinity; men who are embracing their responsibility, not just to lead their families but to invest in other people’s 
families and in the community. Something that has been really awesome to be a part of is watching God raise up men to 
pastor, shepherd, and lead. We have had four or five guys come out of our small congregation who are now pastoring in 
fulltime ministry. That’s a great honor, that’s a blessing, and that’s the hand of God’s favor. So, we are going to be 
ordaining Gar. As a church, we are going to ordain him. Dallas is going to be ordained. Pretty cool, huh? Pretty sweet. 
We live in a society and culture where men have, for the most part, failed to do what God put them on Earth to do, a lot 
of times. We see the weakening effect of that. So, we take every opportunity we have to raise up godly leaders for the 
community and in the church. That’s exciting and we will keep you posted on that. We are also praying about having a 
baptism soon. We are thinking about doing it on Easter Sunday. That will be pretty cool and cold. We will watch the 
weather as it gets closer. Not that that will probably have any bearing on it, but just as a formality. 

Okay, let’s go to Luke 22. We will start at verse 54. 
 

“Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's house, and Peter was 
following at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, Peter sat down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and 
looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not 
know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter 
said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly 
this man also was with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are 
talking about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned 
and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the 
rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord,	please	help	us	to	understand	your	Word	tonight.	Please	make	it	make	sense	and	give	us	application	

and	help	us	to	grow	as	a	result	of	it.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	
 
When I was a little boy, there were a couple of stories that really had a devastating effect on me. One of them 

was Mighty Casey at the Bat. Any of you? It was devastating. I really wanted Casey to hit the home run. I looked it up on 
YouTube and you can actually see a couple of different cartoon versions of it. I found the one from when I was a kid. 
Does everybody know the story of Mighty Casey at the Bat? You just keep thinking he’s going to pull it off. You think he’s 
got this. He watches the first pitch go by and he strikes out. He’s out there in the rain, swinging and missing. The other 
thing that really messed me up as a kid was Rocky 3, when Mr. T. came on board as Clubber Lang. Remember that? 
Rocky was training and he had lost sight; he had lost the eye of the tiger. You can’t lose the eye of the tiger, man, not 
when you’ve got to fight Mr. T. The Mohawk and the muscles. Mr. T. was doing pullups on iron pipes somewhere in a 
basement and Rocky was out there putting on a show. Anyway, Rocky got his block knocked off and I was devastated. To 
this day, Rocky 3 is the only one I don’t watch. I don’t watch it. I ain’t dealing with that, man. I usually go straight to 
number four. If you grew up in the Cold War, that’s where you live. Then, you kind of just wink at five and six.  

Anyway, there is something about the fall of someone that we really look to, and respect, and love, and admire 
that has a devastating effect. Every time a pastor falls into moral sin or we hear a story about someone else, it has a 
devastating effect. Everybody here has talked to somebody, when you’ve tried to share Christ with them, and their 
answer is that there are too many hypocrites in the Church, or they tell a story about somebody doing damage to them 
at some point in their life. The greatest moment of personal failure in the history of the Church, in terms of how familiar 



the story is, is the moment when Peter denies Christ. In a lot of ways it’s more devastating in the moment than when 
Judas betrays Jesus, because Judas does what had been prophesied. Judas seems to be, even in his own sin, just sort of 
fitting into the bigger story. But Peter denies Jesus, you know? He denies Him and it’s a pretty devastating moment 
when you’re reading the Gospel narrative. 

So, we are going to walk through the events of this moment in history, and hopefully draw really good and 
powerful personal application from them. So, in verse 54 it says they seized Him and led Him away. It was a very dark 
moment. It was like, “Okay, it’s here.” Think of all the weeks, and the chapters, and the verses that we have studied. Go 
all the way back to when Jesus was in Galilee, in the north, and now they are down in the south, in Jerusalem. They’ve 
been scheming, and conniving, and figuring out how they are going to get Jesus and how they are going to kill Him. They 
are setting up this illegal trial. Starting next week, we are going to look at and walk through the illegalities of the trial and 
the way that they handled Jesus. All of that is getting set up, but even as it’s getting set up you are still watching Jesus do 
miracles and He’s still hanging out with His disciples, the men and women who were following Him. You know it’s 
coming but it hasn’t come—but now it’s come. So, this is sort of like the beginning of the end of the earthly ministry of 
Jesus. It’s a really dark moment--just that phrase “and they seized Him”—they’ve laid hands on Him. 

The last time I preached we looked at Judas and his betrayal. I’ve always wondered why they needed Judas to 
get to Jesus. They could always get Jesus. But it was that idea of knowing when He would be alone—they needed an 
insider to legitimately betray Jesus and so that they would know that He was in a place where they could go get Him and 
the crowd wouldn’t turn on them. So, that’s what happened. They seized Him, they got Him, they take Him, and it was 
violent. The idea that they seized Him is violence of action in the words. They led Him away, so they arrested Him here. 
If you have ever studied how arrests occur in most cultures, particularly in the Middle East and a lot of African cultures, 
typically, criminals are not treated the way they are treated here. We have a lot of laws that protect the dignity of a 
criminal but in places like that they are treated horribly. So, they are dragging Him away, He’s been arrested, and they 
are taking Him away, and they take Him to the high priest’s house, and this begins this downward descent into this 
illegal trial. 

Now, we are going to look at what Peter’s doing. At the end of verse 54, it says that Peter was following at a 
distance. We will look at two observations about the fact that Peter was following at a distance. The first one is this. Go 
back to verse 31, and think back to last week, and Jesus says this, 

 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you that he might sift you like wheat, but I’ve 

prayed for you that your faith may not fail, and when you have turned again strengthen your brothers.” 
 
Jesus was prophesying this denial. “You are going to fail. You are going to fall but it’s going to be okay.” 
 

Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus said, “I 
tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 
 
The first thing is this; Peter had boasted that he would be faithful to Jesus and that he would go with Him even 

to death. It’s good for us to remember that pride always goes before destruction. If it doesn’t go before destruction, it 
goes before a fall. We were teaching this to students this morning. Pride is so deadly. In fact, I think it was Augustine 
that said, “Pride is the mother of all sins and gives birth to every other sin.” Pride is a terrible thing. Pride is something 
that in the life of a believer we need to constantly be on guard. This is where we need accountability. This is why, as a 
church, we hold one another accountable in our lives. So that if we see one another sort of headed in that direction we 
help each other not to go there. 

The opposite of pride is not humility. The opposite of pride, biblically, would be fear—fear of the Lord. We think 
of the opposite of pride as being humility. A lot of times we might think of a professional athlete and say, “I don’t like 
this guy. He’s cocky, or he’s arrogant, or he talks too much trash.” Or we say, “I like this guy. He’s humble and soft-
spoken but he’s confident.” But in the biblical context of pride, that pride that leads to a fall, the opposite of that would 
be a genuine fear of the Lord. When we talk about a fear of the Lord, remember we are not talking about being afraid of 
the Lord the way you would be afraid of an abusive father. I’ve told the story often of a conversation I had with one of 
my kids years ago when I said, “Are you afraid of me?” This child said, “No, I’m not afraid of you.” So, I said, “Okay, that’s 
good. Now let me ask you a question. If I walked into the room just at the time that you open-handed smacked your 
mother in the face, and then you and I made eye contact, are you afraid of me now?” The answer was, “Oh, yeah, I’m 
absolutely afraid of you, because I know that out of the love that you have for me that there are going to be 



repercussions, and consequences, and discipline.” The Bible teaches us that there is a chastening hand of God in His love 
for us. This is where, as parents, we have a responsibility to teach about who God is through our actions and in 
disciplining our children. So, God disciplines. Now, is it bad to be afraid of discipline? No, it’s pretty normal. I can think 
back to when I was growing up that there was a good, stern hand of discipline in my house and I was always scared of it. 
But I also know that it was what I needed in those moments. So, the opposite of pride would be walking in a fear of the 
Lord. And here’s the thing—that kind of healthy fear, the Bible teaches us in Proverbs and throughout the Psalms, is the 
kind of fear that is the beginning of knowing God in a most intimate way. So, deep, and personal, and intimate 
knowledge and a relationship with the Lord comes from fearing Him. 

So, what’s happening in this moment is that the pride of Peter has sort of eclipsed his fear of Jesus. Here’s what 
has happened. He’s gotten comfortable with Jesus. Do you ever get comfortable with Jesus? You sure have. Every one of 
us has. Some of us have this week. To some of us, Jesus becomes commonplace. Jesus becomes my home boy. Jesus 
becomes my buddy. Jesus is not an accessory to our life—He is actually our source of life. As such, we need to walk in a 
constant reverence, and fear, and awe of who He is, but then understand the value in the fact that He reaches into our 
lives and constantly draws us into relationship. It’s the most powerful and beautiful thing in the philosophical world, the 
scientific world, the relational world in all of history. The most beautiful thing is a perfect, righteous God loving sinful, 
unrighteous man, and drawing him into a relationship, but in the process loving him enough to deal with his sin through 
the grace and mercy that leads to repentance and forgiveness, but also by dealing with his sin by thumping him in the 
head when he needs it, with a good, loving hand of discipline. It’s never abusive, never ugly, never destructive, never to 
tear down, and always to build up. That’s what God’s about when it comes to the way He deals with us. 

So, Peter has gotten boastful. The first observation in the fact that Peter is following at a distance, is that pride 
goes before a fall and here’s the fall. Peter is following at a distance—bold Peter. This is the same dude that chopped a 
guy’s ear off last week. Peter went out and bought a sword for the occasion; you know that, right? Remember when 
Jesus asked them if they had a sword and Peter said he had a sword? So, when they came to arrest Jesus, Peter came 
out swinging. A lot of military historians think that it wasn’t that Peter was a bad shot but it’s that he hit the guy dead 
center of the helmet and it was the way those helmets were designed that glanced the blow off the side of his head. 
Peter probably centered him. Now, he’s hanging back. The big thing for us to see in that moment is that this is what 
happens when you boast of yourself and you don’t boast in Christ. That’s why Paul says in Galatians, “Far be it for me to 
boast except in the cross of Christ Jesus, through whom the world has been crucified to me and I’ve been crucified to 
the world.” Peter is boasting and it’s leading to a fall. 

The second thing is that Peter is not prayed up. Did you ever hear that phrase? “Are you prayed up?” A lot of 
times when I’m going somewhere to preach, folks will be like, “Are you all prayed up?” That’s a thing. So, the second 
thing is that Peter is not prayed up. Remember, last week we saw in this text how when Jesus took the disciples up to 
pray on the mountain, in the message we looked at how those guys were sleeping while Jesus was praying. They were 
depressed. Wasn’t that a cool and enlightening point that Gar brought out last week? It was such a good moment for me 
in that sermon as I was listening to the podcast of it this week, because I wasn’t able to be here. I had always thought 
that those guys were lazy. They were not lazy. Think about it—they know what’s coming. This was a nerve-wracking time 
and they were depressed. Look, those of you who have struggled with seasons of depression, seasons of addiction, 
seasons of anxiety, what’s the hardest thing to do? Get out of bed. Isn’t it? 

Sometimes, Little and I might be doing some counseling with a husband and wife, or I’ll talk to a kid about their 
dad or their mom, and it’s like, “What’s going on?” “Well, she won’t get out of bed.” She’s depressed. She’s legitimately 
depressed. It’s a thing. Well, I don’t want to dare spiritualize depression and say, “All you have to do is pray,” but at the 
same time it is almost always true that in our lives we are in our darkest places, personally, when we are disconnected 
from God through prayer and Bible study. Now, you may be in your darkest place peripherally, in your Christian life--- 
Was today awesome? It was a bluebird day and I was loving it. That’s what a blue sky looks like. I knew I’d seen that 
before. It was awesome. But sometimes, even on a day like today you might sometimes deal with depression or anxiety. 
But on the flip side of that, have you ever been in a season where you should be depressed but you are so reliant on 
Jesus that you are going through the hardest storm and you’re doing okay? You feel the presence of God in that 
moment. See, being connected to Jesus doesn’t mean that storms aren’t going to come and it doesn’t mean that the 
darkness isn’t going to hover at your door or that it’s always going to be easy to get out of bed. But it means that you are 
going to have what you need to take the next step and the next breath. 

Y’all, I’ve got pretty severe heart palpitations that have intensified for a year now. There have been some 
moments in the last year when I’m like I know why God’s doing this to me—to remind me of my frailty and my mortality. 
It’s a good reminder. It seems like it’s constant. My heart will stop beating for four or five seconds. I can just feel the 



blood pressure go out of my head and I have to sit down because I feel like I’m going to pass out. I think that hopefully it 
will start beating again. The electrocardiologist told me, “It’ll start beating every time. I promise.” Well, one day it won’t. 
I know the odds of human death. “Thank you, doc. Are you saying my heart is never going to stop beating?” But, 
oftentimes, the constancy of anxiety, or depression, or whatever your struggle or frailty is, it is just lingering there and 
just needs a moment or an opportunity. This is why Paul will say, “Don’t make provision for the flesh,” or “Don’t give an 
opportunity to your flesh. Be vigilant.” 

What we are seeing here is an immediate fall and it is a rocket-like plummet by Peter. An hour ago he was 
swinging a sword trying to take a guy’s head off and now he is hanging back. There’s a moment of fear that has followed 
pride and he’s not prayed up, but rather you are seeing the effects of this anxiety and depression. Listen, I have this in all 
caps in my notes, “You and I cannot resist temptation apart from prayer and the strength of God.” At this point, Peter is 
basically living in his own strength and he’s boasting about it. If you have ever been there, you know this is something 
that leads to a fall. What if Peter would have said, “Jesus, I want to be faithful to you to the end, but I know I’m weak 
and I don’t have the strength to do it. Will you help me? I want to go with you, even to the cross, but I’m not strong 
enough to do it alone.” I think if Peter had done that he would have died right beside Jesus that day. I think it would 
have been Jesus, two thieves, and Peter. Now, I’ve not thought that out theologically or biblically, that’s just what I’m 
saying right now. I would stand to be rebuked if somebody said that can’t happen. But you know what I’m saying? What 
if he would have said that to Jesus in that moment? “I’ll go with you to death.” What if he’d said, “Jesus, if they kill you I 
think I’m probably going to unravel, but if you’ll just grab a hold of my wrist I’ll walk the whole thing out with you”? 
Jesus would have done it and Peter would have died a bloody, brutal death if he would have done that. Following Jesus 
is bloody, and hard, and difficult. It’s not easy. 

But, at least, even at a distance, at this point Peter is still following Jesus. The other dudes are gone. We have 
two disciples recorded that stayed with Jesus. So, let’s give Peter a break. At least he’s still with Him. Everyone else has 
abandoned ship. Peter is trying to make good on his promise but he’s still working in his own power. That’s his problem; 
he’s doing his thing in his own power. You can keep that up for a little while. You can go in your own power for a little 
while, can’t you? You can fight that addiction for a little while. You can fight that depression for a little while. You can 
fight snapping at your wife and being ugly to her for a little while. You can fight racking up that credit card buying junk 
that you don’t need on that one TV channel for a little while. That’s a real thing, man. I’ve met people who’ve said, “I 
have an addiction.” “What is it?” “That one shopping channel. I buy junk and have stuff that I haven’t even opened.” You 
can go in your own power for a little while. You can stay away from that man or that woman for a little while. Teenagers, 
you can stay away from that boy or that girl for a little while in your own strength. But you can’t walk in your own 
strength. You will run out of steam. It’s like you put gas in the tank and just start driving. If I put gas in my truck I’m going 
to get three hundred sixty miles. Every time I run out of gas it’s at about three sixty. Every time I lock my keys in the car 
they are in the ignition. There’s consistency to these kinds of things. You can do things in your own power but at some 
point you are going to be stranded in your own emotions, or failure, or in a situation you don’t have the answer to. The 
lesson Peter teaches us here is that we have to abide in Christ’s love, and strength, and constantly rely on it. In his pride 
he falls hard. 

Now, consider these characteristics of Peter’s denial and what we can learn from them. Number one. The denial 
was immediate. When that first dude came to him and said, “Aren’t you…I know you,” Peter was, “No, no, no.” When 
you do finally fall it’s a hard fall. It was an immediate denial. He never even hesitated. This is why the Bible tells us things 
like, “Be vigilant. Be sober minded.” I think there is a misconception a lot of times that I have some room to breathe or I 
have some wiggle room, but you can fall so fast and so hard. 

Number two. Peter was timid. Honestly, he was scared of a slave girl. He was scared of a person who in that 
society did not have the right to vote and her testimony would not be admissible in a court of law. Think about this. A 
little slave girl is accusing him and her accusation wouldn’t even stand in a court of law. But he freaked out. The timidity 
that has overtaken him is the opposite of what we have known of Peter. He went from drawing a sword and fighting an 
armed guard to being afraid of this slave girl. 

Number three. He was unconvincing. Nobody believed him. People kept coming by like, “Hey, you’re the Jesus 
guy.” “I’m not!! I told him I’m not!! What is up with you people?” “Hey, man, you’re the guy who was with Jesus.” 
“NO!!” Nobody believes him. He’s unconvincing. Listen, when you are a Christian, if you are really walking with Jesus 
there is going to be a point where everybody in your world knows it. And do you know what they want to see you do? 
Follow this process out. Externally, they want to see you fail miserably, because that will make them feel a whole lot 
better about themselves, but the reality is that deep down inside they want to see you succeed because they want to 
see hope that is greater than the despair they live in. So, initially, emotionally, in the most visceral way, they want to see 



you fall. Misery loves company. It’s like I’m a failure in life so I hope that person is a failure in life. But you know what? 
Deep down in the rooted core of their soul, as image bearers of God, they want somebody to be real. They want 
somebody to live it out. They want some dude to love his wife and kids really well. They want some lady to love her 
husband and children really well. They want some pastor to be faithful for five or six decades without screwing it up. 
They want a coworker that shows up every day and is consistent through the death of a parent, or a spouse, or a child; 
that is consistent through a layoff; that is consistent through an illness, and who just keeps serving and loving Jesus. 
They want to see that. The world is looking for that. So, Peter is completely unconvincing. 

Next, number four. Peter is constant. He kept denying Jesus. He kept going back to it. He was headlong and 
couldn’t pull himself out of it. At this point, here is what is happening—Peter can’t get the brakes put on. Have you ever 
been there? You’re a runaway train in this relationship. You’re a runaway train, and you’ve abandoned it all, and you’re 
out of control. 

Last, Peter’s sin was dark and ugly. It’s twisted. He’s denying the Lord of glory. He’s denying his personal Lord 
and Savior. It’s not only a dark moment in history; it’s a dark moment in this man’s life. 

Then watch this—verse 61. 
 

“And the Lord turned and looked at Peter.” 
 
He makes eye contact with Jesus. What was that moment like? Have you been there? I’ve been there. It’s an 

intentional moment. Jesus looks at Peter on purpose in the middle of this denial. Peter is over here and the denial is 
happening. Jesus is over here being physically bludgeoned to a slow, bloody death. And He takes a moment to lift His 
eyes and turn them on Peter and draw Peter’s gaze to Him. Jesus will only let you continue in your sin for so long. And 
here’s the thing—Jesus doesn’t go over there and deal with Peter right then. Jesus’ first order of conviction in your life 
will be that look, that gaze. And it might come through the eyes of your child, or it might come through the eyes of a 
friend or a roommate, or it might come through the eyes of a coworker; or it may just be you alone with the Scripture 
and God overwhelms you with conviction and the emotion of your sin. But, Jesus, in the most intentional way looks at 
Peter. 

Now, watch this. This is what we would all a dichotomy. There are two things happening at once that seem to be 
opposites but they are in perfect harmony. There is a contradiction of things happening right here. It’s the saddest 
moment in history or, at least, the saddest moment in Peter’s life. It’s at least the saddest moment in the story in one 
sense, because it’s the moment Peter knows that Jesus knows that he has turned his back on Him. It’s the saddest 
moment in the story, let me say it again, because it’s the moment that Peter knows that Jesus knows that Peter has 
turned his back on Him. There is this awareness. But it’s the most beautiful moment in the story because in that same 
convicting gaze Peter is looking through the eyes of the most forgiving kind of grace that could ever be experienced. 
Even in that moment, Jesus is oozing grace out onto Peter. It’s the most beautiful moment in the story because Jesus 
breaks Peter’s heart with the realization of what he’s done, which, in turn, leads Peter to repent. Paul tells the Romans, 
in Romans 2, that it’s the kindness of the Lord that leads us to repent. It’s the kindness of the Lord. Repentance is Peter 
turning from his sin, but not just turning from his sin, but turning back into fellowship with Jesus. I believe in that gaze 
that fellowship is being restored right then. The process has started. Now, in Peter’s shame he is not feeling it that way. 
It is later in the story that that happens, but at that moment the process has started. 

Verse 62. Look what happens. 
 

“He went out and wept bitterly.” 
 
This is the result of Peter’s shame and guilt. Peter is broken, he’s overwhelmed with guilt, he’s overwhelmed 

with shame, he is devastated by his action, and he is no doubt haunted by the gaze of Jesus at that moment. We do 
things in our own strength and we fall on our face in sin and failure, and we then become overwhelmed by guilt and 
shame. That’s the way it works. This is also true of unbelievers. People who sin against the nature of God deal with guilt 
and shame and they have to figure it out. They deal with it in their own way.  

So, there is one of three ways that you are going to respond to guilt and shame. The first way is that we can take 
the path that Judas took and fall into hopelessness. You take your guilt and your shame and you go, “That’s it. I give up.” 
You just tap out and give up. You become hopeless. The problem is that Judas wasn’t a believer. So, the seed of hope 
wasn’t in him. So, as a believer, that is not an option for you or for me. That’s not an option. 



The second thing is that we can harden our hearts and turn further away from God. Can a believer do that? To a 
point, a believer will do that. You can turn, as Judas did, into the hopelessness of the situation, or you can harden your 
heart, stiffen your neck, and rebel, and say, “I’m going to do what I want to do.” This story is played out in Scripture on 
more than one occasion. I think of David killing his closest friends to cover up his adultery. The conviction was there. 
How do we know the conviction was there? He knew this was wrong so he murdered to cover up the wrong. You can 
harden your heart, but more often this is what the unbeliever does.  

Or, number three, we can turn back to Jesus. Just run straight at the one who is gazing at you. Run to Jesus and 
receive it. If you get a whooping when you get there, you know it’s going to be one that’s given in love. That’s a whole 
lot better than self-guilt and wallowing in the pity that’s not going to give you anything. Jesus is going to love you. He’s 
going to love you. The third one is what we have all done and what we’ve all received if we are really saved. That third 
thing is turning to Jesus in your guilt and shame. You know how to do this if you are a Christian because it’s what you did 
when you came to faith in Jesus. If you’re not a Christian it’s what you need to do—receive the gift of forgiveness and 
grace and be made whole through the work of Jesus. 

True repentance and true sorrow, for the Christian, is very different from worldly sorrow. The Bible speaks of 
worldly grief and worldly sorrow and then it speaks of godly grief and godly sorrow. True repentance and true godly 
sorrow is the fruit of true faith. Worldly sorrow is different. We can, again, compare Judas and Peter and their responses 
to the Lord after they had failed. When Peter recognized the gaze of Jesus and came to his senses and the realization of 
what he had done, he repented and turned to the Lord for forgiveness. True repentance is more than just feeling sorry 
for myself or my sin. It’s more than making an excuse. It’s more than becoming combative. It means more than heaping 
self-guilt and self-shame on my own conscience. Worldly sorrow will drive me deeper into whatever is going in the 
opposite direction of Jesus and His grace. What does repentance look like for the believer? Remorse and regret that 
leads to humbling myself in confession and turning to Jesus to live in His power. It does not look like regret that is self-
pitying or self-shaming. I am who Jesus says I am so I act as the person He says I am. I’ve been given an identity. I’ve 
been given a nature. I’ve been given a new mind and a new name. I’ve been redeemed. 

There are three big lessons that we learn from Peter’s denial. Number one. The true test of discipleship is our 
witness to the world and not the promises that we make to God. Don’t convince yourself that you’re a good Christian 
because you can make good commitments and big promises to God. True discipleship and a true witness before the 
world is the constant and consistent pattern of discipleship in your pursuit of Christ and your witness to the world. 
That’s going to be the true test of your discipleship: Am I faithful? Am I a witness for the Lord to the world? 

Number two. Jesus knows our weaknesses and even before we fall He has a plan to lift us back up. I talked to 
Shelly Moore this morning. Some of you know Shelly. She was at our house this weekend. She has just written a song. I 
haven’t had a chance to listen to it but I asked her to send it to me because she was telling me about it. It’s from one of 
my favorite verses, which is Zephaniah 3:17. That’s the passage that says that God exults over us with singing. The idea 
of the song is that when you are going through a season of grief, or remorse, or guilt, or loss, or suffering—have you 
been in that moment when you are like, “I’m not singing to God. I’m just spiritually surviving. I’m just emotionally trying 
to stay alive”? God continually and constantly carries a beautiful tune and melody over your life. He’s singing, knowing 
that He’s going to one day put all things right. He constantly sings. There’s not a moment in your life where Jesus has 
been confused about what to do with you, like, “I didn’t see this coming.” Yes, He saw it coming. He knows your 
beginning from your end. He knows the number of your days. The Psalmist says, “Teach me the number of my days.” 
That’s why James would write that life is like a vapor; it appears for a little while and it’s gone. Jesus knows the whole of 
it. 

Number three. True repentance means more than feeling sorry for myself or feeling sorry over my sin. It’s more 
than just being willing to apologize. My youngest child, who many of you know and who will remain unnamed—when 
Mo is repenting and confessing sin, and he knows he’s in trouble, he’ll say, “I’m sorry.” I have now instructed everyone 
in the house, “Don’t say ‘It’s okay,’ say ‘I forgive you’.” Because what we need to understand is that true repentance is 
not just saying, “I’m sorry.” It means turning back from that sin and towards Christ and living in the forgiveness that He 
gives. 

So, the conclusion of all of this is exciting, because what happened is that Peter rebounded. He pulled out of it. 
He recovered. He didn’t go the way that Judas went. He did so through humility of confession, and repentance, and 
worship. Consider these three moments in Peter’s life. Jesus has risen from the dead, Peter has seen the empty tomb, 
but there was no real closure yet because he hasn’t seen Jesus. He is desperate to see his Lord—so he goes fishing. 
There is a lot of speculation as to why he would go fishing. Some people would say that he was just at a loss so he went 
fishing because that’s what he knew how to do. Some people would say that he went fishing because Jesus came to him 



and performed the miracle of the great catch the day He called Peter. We don’t know, but we know that he wanted to 
see Jesus so badly. So, Jesus appeared on the shore and cooked breakfast for Peter. In that moment of desperate 
restoration of fellowship, Peter crashes into the water and just claws his way to the shore to just be with Jesus in that 
moment. It’s a beautiful picture of restored fellowship. 

The next moment that we consider—Peter becomes the lead Gospel preacher in the city of Jerusalem, which is 
the same city where Jesus was killed, which is the same city where Peter denied Jesus. He becomes the driving force for 
the local church there. He becomes a powerful leader. 

And number three, ultimately, Peter dies for his witness. Tradition has it that he was crucified upside down, 
because he said, “If you want to crucify me, that’s fine, but you can’t do it the same way you did Jesus.” Tradition says 
that they rolled him upside down. Have you ever been hung upside down just for a minute? It’s horrible. Peter was 
brutally crucified in the upside down position. 

So, for you and me, we have the same grace that Peter received extended to us. It’s the grace that saved you. 
You know, when I was a kid I had a misconception that I needed to have a crazy testimony for my salvation to really look 
good. We would go to youth events. When I was a kid they would have people come in and do assemblies in the school. 
I remember one guy had been a drug dealer and a gang banger and it was a crazy story. Then, I remember watching this 
movie based on a book, called The Cross and The Switchblade, about a guy who was in gangs in New York City. I 
remember hearing stories of guys who were professional athletes who were doing drugs and living a crazy life until they 
came to faith in Jesus. I felt like I needed a testimony like that. The same grace that Peter received the day that Jesus 
called him to action on the side of the Sea of Galilee is the same grace he is receiving in this moment of restoration right 
here. That’s the same grace that he’s seeing when the gaze of Jesus is fixed on him. And that’s the same grace that you 
receive the day you profess faith in Jesus, whether that happens when you are five years old or when you are twenty-
five. The grace of God that leads us to repentance, the grace of God that leads to salvation, is the same for all people. 
We are not all the same people but the grace of God necessarily has to be the same for all people so that it has one 
powerful, saving effect, no matter what you are coming from. If the grace of God adapts to people then at some point 
we are going to miss it. But if it is constant, if it flows from an immovable character, from an unchanging God, and it is 
extended to people and offered to people in whatever situation you are in—whether you are a five-year-old little kid 
who has never really even been able to understand fully what it is to sin against God, but God begins to form in your 
mind and your heart an understanding of the Gospel—that’s grace. If you are a person who has lived as the vilest of 
earthly sinners and committed the most heinous of crimes, as the Apostle Paul had done as a murderer of Christians, 
and God extends forgiveness to you and draws you into a relationship, that’s grace. Or if you’re a Christian who slept 
with your boyfriend last week; if you are a husband who looked at porno last week; if you are a believer who stole some 
money from the boss or from the company account; or if you are lazy and you have not opened the Word of God and 
spent time walking in it; or if you are still hearing the voice of the demons of addiction calling you back; it’s one grace 
that beats all of that. It’s one grace that’s better than all of that. Grace that is greater than all my need—grace, grace, 
God’s grace—that’s what we see. That’s what’s extended to you and that’s what’s extended to me.  

If you are here tonight and you don’t know Jesus, we would love to help you understand who He is in the most 
personal way. If you are here and you know the Lord, maybe you are kind of where Peter is in the story. We need to see 
through Peter’s life that there is a brighter day in front of us where we walk with the Lord and we proclaim His goodness 
to others and God uses us in a most powerful way, and heals us, and brings us out of that shame and guilt. It’s good. 

Pray with me. 
Lord, we know that the truth is that any sinner saved by grace has gotten what Peter got; grace that’s full, and 

free, and overwhelming. Like a thousand waves crashing on our head. The strangling effect of guilt and shame is so 
overwhelming sometimes but when we imagine the ocean of your grace just caving in on top of us constantly, and 
cleansing us, and washing us, and setting us free from the filth of our own sin or the guilt that we’ve heaped on 
ourselves, so that we can come out of that and walk in the fullness and the freedom that you give us as believers and 
Christ followers. Thank you that Peter sets an example for us of what true repentance looks like. Thank you that Peter, 
even though he would continue to struggle through different times in his life, and fall again, and wouldn’t live a perfect 
life, thank you that he has now been totally glorified. Thank you for this moment between you and Peter that you let us 
peer into, Lord Jesus. And thank you, heavenly Father, for the grace that you extended, and the cross that Jesus went to 
that is the cross that provides the same forgiveness that it was providing for Peter in that moment. Lord, I pray tonight 
for those in our church tonight, in our midst, that may be struggling in their own lives, that you would give them a good, 
clear taste of the freedom that exists in Christ and through Christ. We worship you now in song to close our time 
together because you are worthy to be praised. In your strong name we pray, Amen. 



(Rob Conti) 
Hebrews 13:20, 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you 
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”



February 25, 2018 
Luke 22: 63-71 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn to Luke 22. We have a lot to do tonight. We’re going to be taking the Lord’s Supper. If you are visiting with 

us, we would welcome you to take that with us as long as you’re a Christian. If you’re not a believer then we would love 
to talk to you about becoming a Christian because we would love for you to have that fellowship with us. We will be 
doing that at the end and we will also be getting a pretty cool report about what’s going on in the Himalayas right now. 
I’m excited for y’all to see that. 

So, Luke 22. We are going to be closing out the chapter tonight and we are going to be looking at the trial before 
the Jewish council, as Jesus has now been arrested. Luke 22:63, 

 
“Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 64 They 

also blindfolded him and kept asking him, ‘Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?’ 65 And they said many 
other things against him, blaspheming him. 

66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests 
and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 ‘If you are the Christ, tell us.’ But he 
said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on 
the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.’ 70 So they all said, ‘Are you the 
Son of God, then?’ And he said to them, ‘You say that I am.’ 71 Then they said, ‘What further testimony do 
we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.’ 
 
Let’s pray. 
Lord,	please	help	us	to	understand	this	passage,	and	understand	your	Word,	and	gain	not	only	

understanding	and	insight	but	application	for	our	own	lives,	and	help	us	to	see	you	more	clearly	because	of	this	
passage	of	Scripture	and	this	sermon	tonight.	Lord,	please	only	speak	your	words	tonight.	Please	only	allow	us	to	
hear	what	you	would	have	us	to	hear.	God,	I	pray	for	my	words	and	my	lips	that	they	would	be	anointed	by	your	
Holy	Spirit	and	by	your	authority	that	your	Word	would	go	out	and	we	would	respond	to	it	in	obedience.	I	pray	
that	if	there	is	one	here	tonight	who	doesn’t	have	a	relationship	with	you	that	you	would	save	them	by	the	power	of	
the	Gospel;	that	they	would	hear	this	message	tonight	and	realize	that	Jesus	went	to	that	cross	and	died	in	their	
place	that	they	could	have	freedom	from	sin,	freedom	from	condemnation	over	their	sin,	and	that	they	could	live	
even	in	the	struggle	and	battle	that	we	have	against	sin	and	the	flesh,	and	that	they	could	live	in	freedom	and	be	
warriors	against	their	old	slavemaster.	I	pray	that	tonight	that	you	would	invigorate	and	excite	those	of	us	who	are	
believers	with	a	renewed	faith	as	we	face	a	new	week,	and	that	as	we’ve	come	together	tonight	to	worship	in	the	
hearing	of	your	Word,	and	the	taking	of	communion,	and	the	report	of	what’s	going	on	in	the	Himalayas	with	your	
church	and	for	what	you’ve	allowed	us	to	be	a	part	of,	I	pray	that	we	would	be,	at	the	end	of	this	night,	excited	
about	what	you’re	doing.	In	Jesus’	name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
So, we’ve come in our study of Luke to the part of the story where Jesus has been arrested. What is going to 

happen now over the next few weeks is that we are going to see the crucifixion play out. We are going to see this in 
several sections. Tonight is really the second sermon but the first section where the trials have begun. What happens 
over the period of one night and part of a day is that Jesus is going to face trials in two courts. There are multiple trials in 
two courts. He is going to face a couple of Jewish trials and He’s also going to go before two Roman trials. The timeline 
would be like this. In the period of a few hours, He is going to face Annas, then He’s going to face Caiaphas, then He’s 
going to face Pilate, then over to Herod, and the back to Pilate. In a really short period of time, Jesus is going be in 
basically four trials. That’s important for us to understand for a number of reasons, but tonight what is significant about 
it is that I want us to start to open our eyes and our minds to the illegalities of the trials of Jesus. We need to understand 
that this is a man who was condemned unjustly. Now, Jesus was in total control and command of His own destiny, we 
might say. He was on mission and He had said, “Nobody takes my life from me. I lay it down.” But, that being the case, 
He was wronged in the way that the trials were handled. So, these men will ultimately give an account for how they 
mishandled this trial. 

I was thinking about it this week and asked myself what are some famous trials in history? I asked a few people 
and you know what everybody said first? OJ. What else did I hear? Anything else? I thought about Matlock. Isn’t that 
based on a true story? That was good TV. See, I was a criminal justice major. As a criminal justice major, one of the 



things that I remember of the three things that I do remember is that we had to do case studies. We had to study 
famous court cases. We had to go sit in trials, and take notes, and observe, and pay attention. When you study American 
law there are all of these monumental trials. One of the things that I really enjoy is true crime podcasts, true crime 
books on Audible, true crime movies and television shows. Some of you are like that and enjoy true crime stuff. I get a 
kick out of it. Kilby and I were on a road trip two weekends ago and we had to drive down to central Florida and back. In 
the period of a weekend, we listened to an entire podcast series about a true crime that happened in the nineties in 
Ireland. It was fascinating. I love that stuff. We are intrigued by law and we are intrigued by trials, and court, and stuff 
like that. It’s always been the case, even back before the time of Jesus in the ancient days. You can study the trial of 
Socrates. You can study trials of famous Roman senators, and dictators, and kings. So, legal proceedings have, for the 
most part, been documented pretty well through history. 

 But there is no trial anywhere in history as famous as the trial of Jesus. What we tend to do, and it’s okay, is that 
we tend to lump it all into one big trial. So, I want to kind of part this out over the next few weeks. It’s a series of illegal 
legal proceedings. The bulk of this message is going to play out like a Sunday School lesson or almost like a historical, 
apologetic lesson, then we will take a look at some practical application at the very end. At the same time, there are 
some really heart wrenching, gripping moments in the story. The first one is right out of the chute, in verse 63, where it 
says that they were holding Jesus in custody, and they were mocking Him, and they beat Him. What you have is that 
they are physically beating Him, and we’re talking about bludgeoning and blunt force trauma to the face. Blunt force 
trauma to the back of the head, blunt force trauma to the ribs and the gut, blunt force trauma to the body of our Lord—
they physically, manually, in the most grueling way, beat Him. Strong men, weak men, skinny men, fat men—everybody 
was taking their shots. They were getting in their shots at Jesus, and not only are they beating Him but they are verbally 
abusing Him. So, you have this horrible case of physical abuse, psychological abuse, emotional abuse, all happening at 
the same time. It’s a terrible attack on Jesus. 

We have laws in our land that prohibit this. We’ve all heard of police brutality cases or situations where a police 
officer stepped outside the parameters of what he had the authority to do, and then he was punished for that because 
he was too rough with somebody—hurt somebody or beat somebody. One thing that you don’t have to worry about 
when you’ve been arrested in our system, and you go into an interrogation room, is that you are not going to be 
physically beaten. Now, a good detective is going to interrogate you. They may do things like keep you awake for a long 
period of time, blow a lot of cigarette smoke in your face, or good cop/bad cop you. There are psychological elements to 
it, so maybe the good cop comes in and says, “Listen, my buddy is hot headed. He doesn’t know how to work it. I can see 
you’re a smart man…” One police officer may be doing that and then he will leave and the bad cop will come in and blow 
some more cigarette smoke, scream, yell, holler, and play mind games. The goal is to eventually break down that person 
so that they would give the information. They may be nothing more than a witness or maybe they’re a suspect, but they 
are trying to get them to talk. 

What’s happening to Jesus here is that they are physically bludgeoning Him to death. Had this continued, He 
would have no doubt died just from this beating. A person can’t take this kind of beating. As they are beating Him they 
are mocking Him, and making fun of Him, and belittling Him, and saying demeaning things to Him, and blaspheming Him. 
We get a little more insight into that in the next sentence. It says, “Both chief priests and scribes”—these are pastors, 
lawyers, historians, professors—this is the upper echelon of the profession in Israel, particularly in Jerusalem, that would 
oversee matters of law, matters of religion, and higher education. This is not common street thugs. They’ve not thrown 
Jesus to the gang. He is in a place, physically, where the most elite of society would have hobnobbed with each other. 
He’s in the courtyard of the high priest. He’s in the compound at the high priest’s house and they are beating Him. These 
men are physically beating Him and talking trash to Him. Now, listen to what they’re saying. 

 
“And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 ‘If you are the Christ, tell us.’” 

 
We will stop right here and look over into John’s account. Each of the Gospels records this and each of the 

Gospels gives a little bit more information. If you go over to John’s account, what they first do is take Jesus in front of 
the high priest, Annas. Now, let me explain to you the players in this, okay? Annas was the high priest, in the line of high 
priests of Israel. Annas was a Jewish high priest. Now, the high priest was sort of like the highest position, legally, in the 
Jewish system. Annas had a son-in-law named Caiaphas. Now, the high priestly position was a position for life. It’s like a 
Supreme Court justice. It’s for life. It’s like the pope—it’s for life. So, Annas is a high priest but the Romans put Caiaphas 
in the position of high priest. So, you have this unique situation where there are two high priests and they’re related. So, 
basically, what you have is a mafia type of power family that is sitting in a position of authority. When we peel back the 



layers, historically, what we find out is that these men were not faithful Jewish followers of the Old Testament Yahweh. 
They were mob bosses. They were controlling money and they were in bed with Rome. 

What they were doing is that the Roman Empire governed everything. Young people, this was at the time when 
all of the world was controlled by the Roman Empire. Little pockets of people lived in the Roman Empire and we are 
studying a time where the Jewish people were sort of in their land under the Roman Empire and what the Romans 
would do is appoint Jews, who were sort of like turncoats against their own people, to rule ruthlessly over their people. 
Make sense? So, you have Jews governing Jews but the Jews that are governing the Jews are not good people. They are 
in cahoots with the Romans so they have the full force of Rome behind them. So, the Romans would kind of let them do 
what they wanted to do a lot of times. The Jews were volatile people. Several times in the previous century there had 
been uprisings with the Jews where they had fought against Rome. Rome would come down and burn villages and cities. 
So, they put people in place in the region who had very strong personalities—people like Pilate and Herod. There was 
the Herodian dynasty. They could control the Jews so that there was no insurrection and the best way to control them 
was that they put this family of priests in control who used the Jewish Law to mentally, and emotionally, and 
psychologically control the Jewish people. Everybody with me? 

So, Annas and Caiaphas were two different dudes who kind of had the same job. Annas was the older guy, 
probably. He may have given his daughter in marriage to a guy closer to his age. He may not have been much older but 
he’s the father-in-law. So, the first trial is before Annas and it happens in the middle of the night. That’s important 
because at the end of the sermon we are going to look at some of the illegal activity that took place. One of those things 
is that you can’t have a trial at night in the Jewish system. So, then Annas sent Jesus over to Caiaphas’ and I think that’s 
because Caiaphas was the guy who could get stuff done. We are going to see that. So, in that line of trials we know that 
what Luke is recording is just one trial before the council. In context, we know that he’s talking about Caiaphas when we 
compare it to the other three Gospels. 

 
“And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 ‘If you are the Christ, tell us.’” 

 
They are leading Him, they’re beating Him, they have Him blindfolded, they’re talking trash, and mocking Him, 

and they say, 
 

“’If you are the Christ, tell us.’ But he said to them, ‘If I tell you, you will not believe.’” 
 
One thing we know is that at the trial at Annas’ house, Jesus never spoke up. He never spoke. So, now we are at 

Caiaphas’ and He says, 
 

“’If I tell you, you will not believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer.’” 
 
Let me go back to verse 64. I totally just skipped two verses. Did anybody catch that? This is my favorite part I 

wanted to talk about. Sorry, I got excited. So, go back to verse 64. They have Him blindfolded and they kept striking Him 
and asking Him to prophesy. As they are hitting Him they are telling Him to prophesy and they’re saying, “Tell us who is 
hitting you?” 

 
“They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, ‘Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?’ 65 And 

they said many other things against him, blaspheming him.” 
 
I had this thought. I pulled this from my journal. Jesus was blindfolded. They took cheap shots at Him. Isaiah had 

prophesied this when he wrote that Jesus would be stricken, smitten, and afflicted in Isaiah 53:4. When you read this, no 
doubt it triggers a lot of emotion in you. Even a person who doesn’t follow Jesus would be motivated by a lot of emotion 
upon hearing or reading this for the first time. If a person is innocent, then I would never want them to have to endure 
this kind of treatment, in fact it makes me mad. But I think that the thing that really makes me mad is the fact that they 
are such cowards. I’m always broken by my own sin when I read about Peter and his denial. We studied that last week. I 
can relate to that. I can feel the weight of the cross and I can feel the desperation of Jesus hanging on it under my sin. I 
feel that I am broken over that. I feel like I’m broken when I see the cross. I feel like I identify with Peter and his denial. 
There are times in my life when I’ve denied Jesus. We looked at this in depth last week. There are times when I feel like 
the gaze of Jesus is on me like it was on Peter and I feel the weight of that. I feel like “when I survey the wondrous cross 



on which the Prince of Glory died,” I become overwhelmed. But sucker punching an innocent, blindfolded man is out of 
my imagination. I’m having a hard time getting there. I don’t dare say that I’m above this and that I can’t identify with 
these men, because we all kind of have to be lumped together. Jesus is dying to save sinners. But reading the story 
angers me because this is my Lord. And I bring that up to say that when you study the crucifixion of Jesus, every emotion 
known to man is going to be triggered in you; from brokenness, to elation and joy, to excitement, even in the middle of 
the trial, in the middle of the beatings, knowing what is ultimately going to come. But, at times I’m angry over what 
they’ve done to Jesus. It enrages me. I know that I don’t have a leg to stand on. I have to identify with these men. I must 
identify with these men. I’m the one who strikes Him, I’m the one who mocks Him, and I have to reconcile this in my 
own heart. Imagine a scene long before Jesus goes to be scourged and long before He hangs on the cross with His hands 
and feet spiked to wood, He is being literally bludgeoned to death. This is torture. They mock Him by blindfolding Him 
and they demand that He use His prophetic power to identify those who attack. But, listen, yet He knows—He knows 
who each one of them is. In fact, the Bible tells us that He literally has sustained their lives by the word of His power. In 
the moment that they strike Him with their fists, He is the one who created the fists and allows the blood and the nerves 
to flow through the arm to create the ability to strike. He’s the one that sustains their lives and yet He stays silent. He 
hold His silence but He knows that He’s the one who gave them life, and breath, and the strength and ability to strike 
these blows that they strike against Him. He’s the one holding their lives in place. They’re beating Him, and that’s bad, 
but they are mocking Him and that’s a different level of bad. This is what Philip Ryken calls “a terrible case of police 
brutality.” I want to feel the weight of that moment. I want you to feel the weight of that moment. I want you as a 
church and as individuals to pause and think, as He’s standing there and being bludgeoned and beaten, even imagine 
from the human side of Jesus, have you ever held your eyes open and tried not to blink when someone is acting like they 
are going to hit you? Imagine when you know something is coming. We’ve played games as kids and we’ve done skits 
sometimes at camp where somebody knows they are getting ready to be hit with something and everything tenses up, 
but for this to go on, and on, and on, and on, and on, and on, and on, with another punch, and another blow, and there’s 
an elbow, and a foot, and a face punch, and a head punch, swollen ears and eyes, He can’t hear, and He can’t see, and 
He’s just getting beaten, and He doesn’t even get to brace himself because His hands are tied, and they eventually shove 
the crown of thorns on Him—He’s just being brutalized. It enrages me but I have got to identify with those who are 
striking Him. I’ve gotta do it because I’m a sinner, and Jesus is dying to save sinners. And He’s going to pray for those 
who torture Him. He’s going to say, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they’re doing.” I’ve got to identify 
with them in that moment. I identify with Peter in his denial and I identify with these men and say, “How have I mocked 
the name of Jesus? How have I taken part even in this moment in my life?” I’ve got to be determined to worship, and 
admire, and revere, and set my affections on Jesus, not to live a life of mockery. 

So, they get Him to the council, and get Him to the trial, and the trial begins. I want to jump over to Matthew’s 
account because Matthew gets into a little more detail. Luke is a gospel that was written sort of for the masses from a 
historical context. Luke was written like an investigative report or documentary. Anybody can read Luke and enjoy it. 
Matthew was written to look more at the Jewish side of things and this is a Jewish trial. We get a little more detail from 
Matthew so I want to jump over to Matthew 26 and look at a couple of things in Matthew’s recording of this. Matthew 
26:57-68. What I want to specifically look at is the bringing forth of witnesses. Luke doesn’t record this but Matthew 
does. He talks about the witnesses that they bring forth. 

 
“Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the 

elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high 
priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole 
council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put him to death.” 
 
You don’t have to know Jewish law to know that’s illegal. False testimony? I don’t have to know what the rules 

of the Jewish law were. Law is based on principle. They are trying to find people to lie. They are trying to find lying 
witnesses. But they found none. It’s the middle of the night. What are people doing right now? They’re asleep. It’s the 
middle of the night. Remember, what we’ve learned in the last few weeks is that Judas’ betrayal of Jesus was critical 
because what they couldn’t do was take Jesus in broad daylight in the middle of a crowd or there would have been an 
uprising and people would have defended Him. They needed an insider to lead them to Jesus in a quiet, dark place so 
that they could quietly take Him and now bring Him to the high priest’s house. So, it’s all been very scandalous. It’s been 
a conspiracy against Jesus and that’s what has brought us to this point. The thing is, the city sleeps. They can’t find any 
false witnesses. It’s weird. They are breaking all these laws but they are adhering to other laws. They are doing that, I 



think, so that they can say this is a legal proceeding, “See, we have witnesses.” Then, they can sort of sweep under the 
rug the laws they are breaking. They are taking key points of their law and legal system, in their trial process, but they 
can’t find false testimony. Then, it says, 

 
“…but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.” 

 
These guys were probably trying to profit from it. I did a little research on the way that testimony worked in a 

Jewish trial. We’ve all seen movies and if you’ve been to court you’ve seen it. If you’ve ever served on jury duty, it’s a 
blast. I love it. Most people grumble if they get jury duty but I’m like, “Yes, I get thirteen bucks a day, a free lunch, and I 
get to listen to some crazy people talk. And I get to be patriotic. It’s awesome.” Last time I went for jury duty I got 
selected and they walked me up there and put me in chair number six. I am juror number six. I walked up there and sat 
down but I knew the defense attorney and he knew me. We had had words and didn’t get along. It was literally about 
thirty seconds of us making eye contact. There had been a family situation prior to this, and I wasn’t involved with the 
guy, but he knew who I was, and he knew my family, and he went up and spoke to the judge, and the judge says, “Juror 
number six, you’re dismissed.” I had to go and they put somebody else up there but that was my day in court. It was 
awesome. I was juror number six for about a minute and a half and it was awesome. 

What these guys needed was witnesses, and in the Jewish system you had to have, and you can probably 
remember this—this goes back to the Old Testament and it’s also something that we see in New Testament writings, for 
instance, in the Church, if you’re going to accuse a brother or sister you need to have two witnesses182. You have to have 
multiple witnesses to bring that charge so that the Church can help walk through Church discipline or whatever needs to 
be done to try to help you deal with that. This goes back to the old days of the old law where they had to have 
witnesses, and then those witnesses had to have collaborated testimonies that didn’t contradict. 

Now, there were three types of testimony in Jewish law. Vain testimony was like in our court of law when a 
judge would say, “Strike that from the record,” and he looks at the jurors and he says, “Do not include that in your 
deliberations.” It’s stricken testimony. The second type is called standing testimony. This is testimony that’s allowed to 
stand until more evidence can be presented and then it’s determined if it becomes vain testimony or if it advances to 
the final stage, which is called adequate testimony. So, in the Jewish court of law you had vain testimony, standing 
testimony, and adequate testimony. The only thing that could convict somebody was multiple witnesses giving adequate 
testimony, and we don’t have that in Jesus’ trial. We don’t have it and it’s critical to understand that. Matthew tells us, 

 
“….many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, ‘This man said, ‘I 

am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 
 
These guys came forward and said, “I heard something.” This is recorded in John 2, which happened three years 

before this. So, this guy comes up and he’s like, “Three years ago we were in a courtyard and He said He would destroy 
the temple and raise it up in three days.” Well, the closest breaking of law that’s going to come to is something like 
sorcery. Jesus could be accused of sorcery, or witchcraft, or something along those lines. They’re starting to get some 
traction. But Mark, in Mark 14:59, tells us something that’s really striking. He says, 

 
“Yet even about this their testimony did not agree.” 

 
So, you have these two witnesses who point to something that happened three years ago and then they 

contradict each other so we still don’t have adequate testimony. 
Now, here comes an illegality on Caiaphas’ part. In the story, it says, 
 

“And the high priest stood up and said, ‘Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 
testify against you?’ 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, ‘I adjure you by the 
living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.’” 
 
This is illegal. This man is not allowed to speak into the trial. The high priest doesn’t get to question witnesses or, 

through conjecture, give his opinion. We have Annas, and Caiaphas, and the third player is the Sanhedrin, which is 

                                                             
182 Matthew 18:16 



basically the high court. That’s the council, which is the equivalent of something like the Supreme Court. All that the high 
priest could do is add his vote to their verdict vote at the end and that would typically be if they were tied or there was a 
hung jury or something like that. So, now, this man speaks and he’s just stepped into illegal territory, but here’s what he 
does and this is brilliant on the part of Caiaphas. He is so shrewd and you see why the Romans have him in this position, 
because he knows he can’t hang out here long. He’s out of line but he’s the high priest so he has a lot of authority. But, 
still, he’s on thin ice so what he does is he turns to Jesus and he says, in Matthew 26:63, 

 
“And the high priest said to him, ‘I adjure you by the living God,…’” 

 
What he’s doing is imposing the highest level of oath in Jewish life. This is like he is saying, “I charge you under 

oath, by the living God.” If this meant something to somebody, it would be like, “Put your hand on the Bible, swear on 
your mama’s grave, and swear before Jesus that lightning strike you dead.” We don’t have anything that compares to 
this but that’s the closest we can get. In Jewish life and context this is the strongest oath a person could ever make, and 
what Caiaphas does is – y’all, he knows who Jesus is. He turns to Jesus, points right at Him, and says, “I charge you under 
oath by the living God,” and what he’s saying is, “You be the witness.” Now, listen to what he asks Him. 

 
“Tell us if you are the Christ.” 
 
That means Messiah or Anointed One. If He only says that, that’s not punishable by death. You can go back and 

study it; that’s not punishable by death. What they would do is declare you crazy and they might throw you into jail or 
they’d say, “We’ll see. If He’s the Messiah He’s going to overthrow Rome.” They’d let time tell. 

Then, he asks, 
 

“Tell us if you are the Christ….the Son of God.” 
 
If he only asked, “Are you the son of God,” that was a pretty generic term for people, because Jesus, himself, 

would have said we’re sons of God. “To them He gave the right to be called sons of God.” What he’s doing is he is 
putting Jesus under an oath and he’s connecting two major Jewish thoughts. If Jesus says, “Yeah, that’s who I am,” then 
He is identifying himself as God incarnate. That is blasphemy and it’s punishable by death. What would happen is that 
Jesus would say it in the presence of all of these people and now we would have a bunch of witnesses who could testify 
against Him, and we could put Him to death. Caiaphas is shrewd. So, he says it, and now watch this. Let’s jump back over 
to Luke for a minute. We will go back and forth between these two. Luke is our text and what Luke records in verse 70 is, 

 
“So they all said, ‘Are you the Son of God, then?’ 

 
So, Luke gives a little more vague account of that. 
 

“And he said to them, ‘You say that I am.’” 
 
But, if we go back to Matthew 26, watch Jesus’ interaction in verse 64. 
 

“Jesus said to him, ‘You have said so.’” 
 
Another way of saying this would be like what I read in a commentary by Leon Morris. This would be like saying, 

“That’s your word, not mine. I would not have put it like that but since you said it I will not deny it.” Jesus is not going to 
lie. Caiaphas knows what he’s doing but Jesus knows what He is doing more. Caiaphas is pretty shrewd and he’s feeling 
pretty good about himself. Jesus is still absolutely in command and in control, because ultimately He is going to die as 
the Son of God. He is the Son of God, and He is going to die, and He’s going to fulfill prophecy as He goes along the way. 
But then He says this, 

 
“But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man…” 

 



He identifies himself as the Son of Man. Jesus leaves no gap in His own proclamation of who He is. That’s 
Daniel’s preferred phrase for the incarnate God-man. He is identifying himself as the man that Daniel saw in visions in 
the book of Daniel183, and Daniel was one of the greatest Jewish prophets. Matthew 26:64, 

 
“’But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 

coming on the clouds of heaven.’ 65 Then the high priest tore his robes” 
 
He freaked out, man. He went crazy. A lot of it’s theatrics. He’s tearing his robe, he’s screaming, he’s hollering, 

“We’ve got to kill Him. We’ve got to kill Him! He’s saying He’s the son of man. He’s saying He’s going to come in power.” 
He just goes crazy. 

Back to Luke 22:71, 
 

“Then they said, ‘What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own 
lips.’” 
 
I want to give you just real quickly, just from what we’ve seen tonight, eight things that happened right there in 

that text that were illegal. 
Number one, there was no possibility of a fair trial. To begin with, the Sanhedrin should never had held the trial. 

They had plotted to kill Jesus ahead of time so there is no way it’s going to be a fair trial. The whole thing is a setup. So, 
we are coming into this with a plot and a conspiracy. That’s illegal. A conspiracy is against the law and there’s a 
conspiracy to find this Man guilty. It’s especially true of the high priest that he would hardly be in a position to render a 
fair verdict as to His guilt or innocence. He’s the one who said it was necessary for Jesus to die for the entire nation. High 
priest was the supreme judge in Israel. It was his responsibility to see that a person be given a fair trial. At the very least, 
he should have not participated in the trial in any manner, yet he was the driving force behind the arrest and trial of 
Jesus. There was no possibility that Jesus could have been given a fair trial. 

Number two. A capital trial at night was illegal, plain and simple. You can’t do this at night. A trial that would 
cause a man to face a death sentence couldn’t be tried at night. 

Number three. They should not have looked for witnesses after the trial started. This is an interesting Jewish 
law. This makes sense. The trial has already started. You can’t go get witnesses and bring them in after the trial has 
started. That’s illegal according to Jewish law. They weren’t allowed to do that but that’s what they did.  

Number four. They should not have looked for false witnesses. If you are going to look for witnesses for a trial 
you want to look for honest witnesses who are going to tell the truth. They specifically went and found false witnesses. 

Number five. The false witnesses, in turn, should have been punished for lying in a court of Jewish law. When 
the trial was over they should have gone to trial because they lied in a court of law. 

Number six. The judgment should have been delayed until the next day. In capital punishments, judgment was 
to be delayed until the next day. The fact that they pronounced judgment immediately is another sign of the illegal 
nature of the trial. 

Number seven. There was not supposed to be a trial on a day before the Sabbath or a day before any holy day. 
This was Passover week and the Sabbath was coming. They did this trial the day before. That’s illegal. You can’t do that. 

Number eight. They never considered Jesus’ testimony. When Jesus was put under oath, He acknowledged that 
He was the Messiah, the promised Deliverer. This admission of Jesus’ was what caused the high priest to cry out that He 
was guilty of death, however, they never stopped to consider the possibility that Jesus was telling the truth. That seems 
simple and obvious, but think about this, what if at some point they went, “Wait a minute. Let’s think about this. He 
healed blind people. He raised dead people. He fulfilled prophecy, after prophecy, after prophecy.” They are standing in 
front of the Son of God and they are actually the ones on trial. In that moment, the opportunity is there for them to 
repent and turn to Jesus for forgiveness—the trial ends and they are forgiven. Prophecy is going to be fulfilled in Christ 
all the way to the cross and somehow—and this is difficult for us to reconcile—these men will be held responsible for 
putting to death the Son of God even though it was by God’s sovereign and divine orchestrated plan that it happened. 
But these men didn’t consider His testimony and, in turn, they are the ones on trial. At the end of the day, there was no 
evidence that was allowed to be given on Jesus’ behalf and the reality is that Caiaphas was the one on trial. Annas was 
the one on trial. Pilate was on trial. Herod was on trial. The false witnesses were on trial. Humanity was on trial. 

                                                             
183 Daniel 7:13-14 



And what we do with Jesus, to this day, determines the outcome of our eternity. What we do with Jesus 
determines the outcome of our eternity. What we do with Jesus determines the verdict we face eternity with. So, we 
turn to Jesus and we recognize that He is the Messiah. He is the Son of God. He never lost control of the situation even 
in the face of this brutal torture and illegal trial, and we can be thankful for that. We can be thankful that He didn’t come 
out from under that blindfold and say, “We ain’t doin’ this. Y’all ain’t talkin’ to me like this. You’re not disrespecting me 
like this.” Isn’t that what you would have done? I know it’s what I’d have done. If I had the power to do that, I’d be like,  
“Unh uh. I’m taking this off and I’m hittin’ you, and I’m hittin’ you, and I’m going to punch you real hard right in the 
nose, and you I’m gonna strike dead. Now, let’s play ball.” But then nobody else would have gotten saved. Jesus was in 
control, yet as a sheep led to the slaughter He kept His mouth shut and died in our place. And this is where it all really 
begins, and the snowball starts to build, and we are going to watch it unravel and unpack over the next few weeks. 

So, I’ll pray and we’ll go into an extended time of worship through song and the Lord’s Supper. 
Lord,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	us	to	see	what	a	powerful,	powerful	thing	it	is	that	you,	as	a	sheep	led	to	

slaughter	kept	your	mouth	shut.	These	Jewish	people	were	prosecuting	you	under	the	Law	that	you	wrote,	that	you	
had	given	to	them	at	Sinai	years	before	this—centuries	before	this.	At	Mt.	Sinai	you	came	to	them.	You	came	down	
and	touched	the	mountain	and	you	said,	“I’m	Yahweh.	I’m	your	Lord	and	your	God.	I’m	going	to	give	this	covenant	
to	Moses	and	you	are	to	live	under	the	Law	of	this	covenant	and	I	will	come	fulfill	it	one	day.”	You	came	to	do	it	and	
then	they	mocked	you.	God,	thank	you	that	you	sent	your	Son	to	endure	those	things	and	thank	you	that	you	didn’t	
rescue	Him	in	that	moment	and	leave	us	in	our	sin.	Thank	you	that	we	have	a	great	God	and	Savior	who’s	a	
mediator,	who	stands	for	us	and	stands	before	you	on	our	behalf.	Thank	you	that	we	can	have	salvation	because	
you	were	willing	to	take	those	blows,	those	punches,	and	that	mockery,	and	that	you	were	willing	to	hang	on	that	
cross	in	our	place.	We	thank	you	and	praise	you	for	it.	Tonight,	we	take	great	honor	in	singing	these	songs	to	you	
and	in	taking	the	Lord’s	Supper	and	remembering	your	body	broken	for	us	and	your	blood	shed	for	us.	In	Jesus’	
name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
(Spencer Davis) 
I’m going to read our benediction for tonight out of the Revelation 5:9, 
 

“And they sang a new song, saying, 
‘Worthy are you to take the scroll 
    and to open its seals, 
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 
    from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 
    and they shall reign on the earth.’ 

11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice 
of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, 

‘Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing!’”
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Amen. Turn to Luke 23. Are y’all ready to study the Bible together? It’s been a nice day outside. It’s so nice. 

Welcome back, Christensens. I hope y’all had a good weekend. Good to see you. It’s good to see everybody. We have a 
good crowd tonight. We’ve got a couple thousand people here, for those of you listening on podcast (laughter from 
crowd of a couple hundred). Thank you for joining in. 

Luke 23. We are going to continue in our study of Jesus on His way to the cross. We are fast approaching the 
actual crucifixion of Jesus. In fact, tonight, we are going to study a portion of the text that looks at what we would 
consider to be part of the crucifixion. You are probably familiar with scourging. You’ve probably read about it or heard 
about it. We are going to read a medical description of what happens in scourging. The scourging of Jesus was not 
actually part of the crucifixion. We are going to see that tonight. It’s always fun when you are studying something and 
the Lord shows you something that you had never really picked up on or that you never knew before. Not some new 
revelation; it’s not something that I discovered that nobody else knew, but for me personally, something that stood out 
for me in the preparation of this message that is really interesting. So, I want to look at the idea behind Pilate ordering 
Jesus to be scourged. That’s going to be a critical and a kind of key point in the text and in the message tonight. 

So, Luke 23, beginning in verse 1. This is the word of the Lord, 
 

“Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And they began to 
accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to 
Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 3 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the 
Jews?” And he answered him, “You have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I 
find no guilt in this man.” 5 But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 
Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 

6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that 
he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that 
time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had 
heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some 
length, but he made no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 
And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid 
clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very 
day, for before this they had been at enmity with each other. 

 13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, 
“You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, 
behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent 
him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish and 
release him.” 
 
Let me pray. 
Lord,	I	pray	your	blessing	on	the	hearing	of	your	Word,	the	preaching	and	teaching	of	your	Word,	and	that	

we	would	receive	it.	God,	I	pray	that	you	would	help	me	to	only	say	the	things	that	you	want	said.	I	pray	that	the	
preparation	that’s	gone	into	the	message	would	be	blessed	by	your	Holy	Spirit	guiding	the	words	that	would	come	
from	the	notes,	and	from	my	mind,	and	from	memory.	I	pray	that	the	preparation	of	the	hearer,	to	prepare	hearts	
through	worship	and	through	song	and	through	the	call	to	worship	from	your	Word,	would	be	blessed	with	the	
guiding	of	your	Spirit	in	the	way	that	we	receive	the	Word	tonight.	Please	help	us	to	draw	closer	to	you	and	know	
you	better	because	of	what	we	hear	tonight.	If	there	is	somebody	here	who	doesn’t	really	see	you	as	King,	King	of	
kings,	and	worship	you	as	Lord,	I	pray	that	tonight	they	would	enter	into	a	relationship	with	you.	In	Jesus’	strong	
name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
There is an interesting statement in the story that I want to look at starting off. It’s down in verse 12. It says, 
 



“And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before this they had 
been at enmity with each other.” 
 
I don’t know why they were enemies with each other. There is a little bit of historical context. We are going to 

get into some historical data tonight that is recorded by Josephus and another historian named Philo. I don’t know 
exactly why these guys were at enmity. I thought that it could be that they are both sort of alpha types. You have two 
leaders over two regions. Herod is a leader who is sort of an area king, so Herod’s rule is a kingly rule, to sort of 
differentiate it. The closest thing that I could come up with in our culture would be a mayor of a large city and the 
governor of the state but that’s still not exactly what’s going on. For instance, back in the last term for governor, we had 
a governor in office named Mr. McCrory who stood opposed to certain laws and regulations concerning same sex 
marriage and things like that. During his term, he passed a law where people could only go into the bathroom of your 
biological gender. Remember this? Now, the mayor in Charlotte had passed a law that was the opposite of that, so these 
two men were at major odds with each other. So, there was the largest city in the state and the mayor of that city and 
the governor of the state, and there was a lot of conflict. A lot of times we will see this with political leaders. It could 
have been something like that but I highly doubt it was over an issue like that. I don’t think Herod was a Republican and 
Pilate was a Democrat or vice versa. Depending on your party affiliation you can argue over which team you are on here. 

 It could have that with Herod you have a family line of monarchs and area kings. You may remember way back 
in our study of Luke that we talked about the Herod who tried to have all the little boys put to death in Bethlehem. This 
was a line of kings. So, a king would be a monarch who would have total authority and power over his kingdom, but 
remember that ultimately the emperor was in Rome. So, Herod was an area king who answered to a higher authority. 
Now, Herod was also half Jewish so he was seen as the king of the Jews. The name “king of the Jews” was attributed to 
Herod. This was one Herod in a line of Herods. This was not the same Herod that tried to have Jesus put to death as a 
child; this would have been his immediate descendant. So, he’s an area king in a family dynasty of kings. He has a lot of 
authority, okay? 

Now, Pilate was a man who was appointed to his position and he had a Roman military background. Let me read 
a little bit of the background pertaining to Pilate. I have some information from what we know about Pilate. More than 
likely, from what we know about him historically, is that he was a cavalry officer. He had a background and experience in 
war and fighting. He was most likely part of one of the Roman legions. He was particularly an officer. And we know 
this—listen—this is a pretty staggering statistic. If you go and study population throughout the Roman Empire, the area 
where Pilate is serving is a pretty sparsely populated area compared to some of the other areas but he had five 
thousand soldiers under his authority in that region around Jerusalem. Jerusalem was not the capital of the Roman 
region. Jerusalem was a capital city for the Jews—it was their holy city—but Caesarea was the capital for the Jewish 
region in the Roman Empire. So, Pilate would have been based more out of Caesarea but would have been in Jerusalem 
at the time of the Passover and would have traveled back and forth between those two cities a lot. And he had five 
thousand soldiers under his authority. Why would he have so many soldiers? Well, because the Jews were fighters. They 
were spunky. There were in constant revolts and riots. In the two centuries leading up to this there were several huge, 
large scale riots. In fact, a little more than a hundred years before Pilate was governor of this region there was a riot, and 
in that riot the Jews were so revolting against the Romans that the Romans came down with such authority and 
harshness that they razed and burned about a thousand Jewish villages and towns just to squash the rebellion. Every 
generation of Jews would push back against Rome. So there was this really strong military presence. Also, in that area of 
Jerusalem there was a need for a strong military presence because that was where the Jewish Sanhedrin was based. We 
learned about the Sanhedrin last week. The Sanhedrin was the governing body of religious Jews. They had a sort of 
balance of legal authority and religious authority. They had to answer to Rome so Pilate needed to be there to keep the 
Sanhedrin in check, and the primary way he kept them in check was diplomatically and monetarily. So, Pilate, as 
governor works with the Jewish leaders to make sure they keep order together. Then, Herod is doing the same thing 
over his dynasty and territory. It was important to keep the Jews in check. The people who were best at keeping the 
Jews in check were the Jewish officials. So, the Jewish people, while they would quickly revolt against Rome, they were 
very scared to revolt against the high priest. Make sense? Are you getting the picture? So, the high priest would get paid 
off by Rome. They had this really sweet business deal where basically the high priests were established, just like Herod 
was established as a kingly line and his descendants would stay on the throne; the family of Annas, the high priest, had 
basically been established by the Roman authorities. In fact, watch this, this is fascinating. This is something that I read 
last week that I want to share with y’all. There was a lineage of priests called Zadokites. I may mess this up so go check 
my work. I’m doing this for memory. What happened was that when the Jews revolted against Rome one of the things 



that the Romans did was that they killed those that held the office of high priest. They took the Zadokite priests, which 
were Annas’ and Caiaphas’ family, and they made them priests, but they also had legitimacy as Jews because they were 
in a priestly lineage. So, what Rome had done is essentially removed the priests that were really faithful to Yahweh and 
put in their place priests who had the DNA and the credentials but who were faithful to themselves and wanted to get 
rich. So, what they had done was secure a place for themselves in Rome, so they were really comfortable. 

Now, I want you to think about this. They are making money off of Passover. These priests are getting a huge cut 
out of everything that comes into the Temple during this week of worship. They are getting rich. These guys had fat 
houses and fat bank accounts. They were very wealthy local leaders. The priestly family of Caiaphas and Annas were 
doing really well. Remember when Jesus comes in and He’s turning over all the moneychangers’ tables, and He wrecks 
the whole Temple, and He drives everybody out of there? Listen, don’t forget that Jesus was not good for business. He 
was bad for business. So, Caiaphas and Annas were getting hit in the pocketbook. There is so much going on. It’s not 
conspiracy theory—it’s facts that we know. There is so much going on. 

So, Pilate comes into the area and is appointed to rule over this part of Israel and one of the big hurtles he has is 
to make sure he maintains peace with the high priestly family. Now, there are four things we know about Pilate’s reign. 
All we know about him here, really, is what happens at the trial of Jesus, plus in Luke 13:1 Jesus is asked about the blood 
that Pilate mingled. Remember that? It was a bunch of people that Pilate killed. So, that’s all we know about him in the 
Bible but there are four instances recorded by Josephus and Philo. 

The first one is this. When Pilate was appointed by Tiberius to be the local governor he rolled into town and they 
were all on their horses and carrying these big standards. On these standards were inscriptions and carvings in metal of 
the face of Tiberius the emperor. They went right up into the Temple to establish him, because remember, Roman kings 
were considered gods. They were going to say, “Okay, you can worship your Yahweh but you have to worship this king, 
too,” and they were going to put these standards in the Temple. So, there was a crazy riot that started to stir and 
eventually Pilate’s advisors talked him down. They were like, “You will lose your job and we will all die really quick, and 
eventually Rome will come down here and take care of it but we will all be dead and miss it. So, get the standards out of 
the Temple.” We know that happened so he got off to a bad start with the Jews. Okay? 

The next thing that happens is really crazy. This is recorded by Josephus. Pilate goes up into Samaria, outside of 
Jerusalem, and there is a group of fanatics that is trying to get hold of a bunch of old Jewish artifacts. These artifacts 
were from the time of Moses and they were trying to collect them because the Jews were all about physical artifacts. 
Well, Pilate went up there and was like, “You can’t take that. That belongs to Rome. That’s ours.” He sets an ambush for 
these religious fanatics, kills a bunch of them, captures a bunch more, and takes the ones that he captures and executes 
them publically. Well, at this point, his local boss who was the authority over that part of the world was the governor of 
Syria, who was between Pilate and the king. The governor of Syria calls up to Rome and is like, “Hey, we’ve got a big 
problem. Your boy, Pilate, just butchered a bunch of Samarians down here and people are freaking out. You need to get 
it under control.” So, go back to Luke 13:1. If you weren’t with us when we studied this or you don’t remember it, in 
Luke 13:1 they were talking to Jesus. It says, 

 
“There were some present at that very time who told him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with their sacrifices.” 
 
Maybe Luke is referencing that. It could be that he is referencing that situation. Pilate was a little bit unstable 

like most Roman leaders. It’s kind of crazy. So, he killed all these people. There is also a belief that perhaps this created a 
conflict —go back to verse 12—where there had been enmity between Herod and Pilate. It could be that enmity came 
out of this incident. In fact, that’s what some commentators believe. 

The third incident that we know about Pilate, historically, was recorded by Philo and tells of a situation in which 
Pilate took a set of shields bearing the emperor’s image and hung them on the walls of his palace. Again, this caused an 
uproar with the Jews, and Pilate was, at the very least, controversial and aggressive but he seems to be ambitious in his 
career as a Roman leader. 

Lastly, the fourth thing, in Pilate’s tenth year in office he tried to use Temple funds to build a better water 
system for the city of Jerusalem. So, he’s like, “Y’all are my people and I want to get a good water system for you and we 
will have a public water works. It’s going to be awesome. We will take some taxpayer money, and we are going to fund 
this project, and we will take some money from the Temple treasury…,” and the Jews were like, “No, we’ll drink out of 
mud puddles. You’re not taking money from the Temple treasury.” Then, this lead to a riot and a bunch of Jews got 



killed. This also could be what he’s referencing in Luke 13:1. There are multiple situations where when Pilate doesn’t get 
his way and he just kills people. He’s crazy. He’s just like, “Kill all those people. We will do away with them.” 

So, in Pilate’s tenth year he finally gets into trouble and the governor of Syria sends him to Rome. He had to go 
to Rome and go before Tiberius. While Pilate is on his way to Rome, Tiberius dies and a new emperor is put into place 
with whom Pilate has no relationship. Here’s what is recorded in early Christian history by Eusebius. Pilate gets to Rome, 
goes before the Roman tribunal, and is found guilty of whatever the charges are. There is no real detail on what the 
actual charges were. I don’t know if it was slaughter, massacre, murder, or what. But Pilate was then allowed to commit 
suicide, which was a Roman practice. If you were a military leader or a government official and you were found guilty of 
a capital crime, you could commit suicide rather than be publically executed. So, he was exiled and committed suicide. 
It’s a sad and crazy ending. So, he spent about ten years in Jerusalem and it was during that ten year period that he was 
serving in Caesarea and Jerusalem that the trial of Jesus takes place. 

So, why all the history on Pilate? First, because it’s really interesting. It’s interesting to know who this guy is. I’ve 
always known about him but I’ve never known about him. You know what I’m saying? Then, also, all of that plays into his 
interaction with the chief priests and his interaction with Herod. It helps us understand what’s going on in our text 
tonight. 

So, let’s keep rolling. What we have in this text is that there are two trials that are happening. We said earlier 
that four total trials occur. There’s a trial at Annas’ house and a trial at Caiaphas’ house. We looked at those last week. 
Then, there’s a trial with Pilate and he send him to Herod in our text tonight. That’s three and four, okay? But, if we 
were going to condense it we would say that there was a Jewish trial and a Roman trial, basically. Both were split into 
two smaller trials. What we have tonight is the Roman trial which is broken in two parts, one before Pilate and one 
before Herod. Understanding all of this helps us understand why Pilate was so afraid of the Jewish leaders during the 
trial. Ultimately, Pilate dies because he couldn’t control the Jewish people. This is kind of like that parent who can’t 
control their child, and so the child sort of runs wild, and then the parent becomes overly aggressive to the point of 
abuse. It’s like I can’t control it, can’t control it, can’t control it, and then I snap and act out in anger. This is kind of the 
way that Pilate governed. That helps us understand his interaction with the Jewish leaders because, watch this, they say 
to him in verse 2, 

 
“And they began to accuse him, saying, ‘We found this man misleading our nation and 

forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a king.’” 
 
They appeal to Pilate’s understanding of Roman law but then they also appeal to Pilate’s understanding of 

Jewish law. Because they say, “He’s telling us he’s our king. He’s making himself equal with God.” Well, Pilate doesn’t 
care about Jewish law but he does care about a riot. So, what they are doing is crossing lines between Roman law and 
Jewish law and they are really entrapping Jesus, and they’re using Pilate in the middle of this. 

Little and I are watching this program about mind manipulation and it’s fascinating. It’s a documentary that 
takes place in Great Britain. I don’t want to endorse it because it has some bad words in it and I’m a pastor but it’s really 
interesting. They take this long selection process where they randomly choose a man who is a businessman and they 
bring him into this scenario where he thinks he’s coming in as a business partner. They manipulate him and get him to 
make decisions that are completely unethical just to show that in the right circumstances, especially with the right 
number of people and the right pressure, specifically from societal pressure, when the hierarchy of society begins to 
pressure somebody--. This is the same thing that happens to teenagers when they buckle to peer pressure. Adults do the 
same thing. When people that you are afraid of what they think apply the right amount of pressure, it actually shapes 
and changes the way that you make decisions. 

So, that’s what’s happening here. Pilate is being pressured to make decisions. It makes perfect sense that 
because of the Jews’ constant pressure against Pilate that he would execute Jesus on the grounds that if he didn’t there 
could be a major rebellion by Jesus’ followers. 

Jesus’ trial before Pilate had all the elements of an official Roman trial. Each of these elements was essential and 
are the same basic elements we see in our own courts today, because there is so much correlation between the Roman 
system and the modern, western system. There is an indictment, examination, defense and verdict. So, He’s arrested 
and indicted, then there’s an examination before a judge, and then there’s a defense that can be given, so Jesus gets to 
give a defense, and then there is a verdict handed down, and that’s what happens in this trial. So, if you go over to 
John’s account—by the way, Luke records a fairly short account of the Pilate interaction but Luke is the only one that 
records the account of Herod. Isn’t that interesting? So, Luke gives a short account of Pilate and the only account of 



Herod, so we are getting a different view from Luke. John records the most information about the trial before Pilate. I 
encourage you to read that tonight or tomorrow morning. So, he gives a little bit more interaction between the two. In 
John’s account, Pilate asks the crowd of Jewish leaders, “What charge do you bring against him?”  They accuse him of a 
Roman capital offense.  They need Pilate to condemn him.  So they charge him with the harshest and most criminal of 
Roman actions.  They say he is trying to incite a riot, which was a major capital offense in Rome.  But Pilate essentially 
hands down a verdict of not guilty and the Jewish leaders press harder, but don’t really make any legitimate charge.  
They are extremely vague in their accusation in John’s account. 

So, look in Luke 23:4 and what happens in verses 14-15. Verse 4, 
 

“Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, ‘I find no guilt in this man.’” 
 
There’s his verdict. The trial is over, right? We’re done. Right? Here’s the thing. Even in our system, if a guilty 

verdict is handed down then there can be an appeal. If an innocent verdict is handed down there is no appeal. There is 
constitutional protection against it; you can’t be tried twice for the same crime. Y’all know that, right? Once that dude 
says, “Not guilty,” it’s game over. If that man’s a criminal and he walks, so be it. That’s just how it goes. Now, in this 
system, Pilate hands down what is essentially a not guilty verdict. 

Verse 5, 
 

“But they were urgent, saying, ‘He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from 
Galilee even to this place.’” 
 
They were urgent but they were really vague. They were like, “You’ve gotta do something about this guy. He’s 

making a mess of things. He’s just stirring people up.” So, Pilate has said, “I find no guilt in this man.” Now, here’s what I 
want to draw on. If you are new to Red Oak, one of the things that’s always going to happen in a sermon at Red Oak is 
that you’re going to hear the Gospel. We are a Gospel-centered, Gospel-driven church. In some sermons that’s easier to 
do than others but in this one it’s really easy to do. Watch this. 

 
“I find no guilt in this man.” 

 
Yeah, because He’s Jesus. Because He’s not guilty. Because He’s not on trial for His own sin. He’s on trial for 

Pilate’s sin, and the priest’s sin, and your sin, you nasty sucker, and my sin—we are all filthy, depraved wretches who 
need Jesus to save us. That’s the Gospel. Pilate’s like, “We have a problem; He’s not guilty.” You think! That’s kind of the 
deal. That’s kind of the Gospel. Even after He goes to Herod and comes back, down in verse 14, he says, 

 
“I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod,” 

 
“What is y’all’s deal? He’s not guilty. He didn’t do anything.” Jesus is not guilty—this is the Gospel. Jesus is 

sinless. Jesus is spotless. Jesus doesn’t stand condemned for himself—He stands condemned for you and me. All the sin 
that I ever committed, every lie that I ever told, every substance that was illegal that you’ve ever put in your body, every 
moment of lust and every dishonest thought—whatever. You make your own list of garbage you’ve done. I know mine. I 
don’t need to know yours. Jesus stood condemned for that so that you and I could stand uncondemned. If you are here 
tonight and you don’t know Jesus, He stood in this moment and received condemnation so that when you receive His 
righteousness, the Bible says in Romans 8:1, 

 
“There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

 
Y’all, I’m going to stand before Jesus one day and He’s not going to say, “Guilty.” He’s going to say, “Enter in. 

You’re my boy.” I’m going to say, “Thank you very much. Yes, sir,” and I’m going to walk right in, but there are going to 
be those who stand before that throne in fear and trembling, who’ve been dragged out of their place of holding and 
condemnation, who are going to look Him dead in the face, and they are going to fall flat on their face, and they are 
going to say, “You were not guilty. You are King of kings, Lord of lords, Savior of the world.” They are going to confess it 
and they are going to worship Him as God and they are going to enter into condemnation because they reject Him in this 
life. I hope you don’t reject Jesus in this life. I hope you see Him for who He is as He’s standing before Pilate. We said last 



week that Jesus isn’t really the one on trial in the cosmic scheme of things. Pilate’s on trial. Caiaphas is on trial. The 
Jewish leaders are on trial. Herod’s on trial. 

Now this is interesting. John 11:50. We mentioned this last week but here’s where I want to bring it in. This is 
some time before the trial, when Jesus is still in the middle of His ministry, and the leaders were constantly plotting to 
kill Jesus. Watch this. John 11:49, 

 
“But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, ‘You know nothing at 

all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that 
the whole nation should perish.’ 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that year 
he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation…” 
 
I’ve wrestled with that. Caiaphas had prophesied, even in his scheming, that Jesus would die so that the nation 

might be spared the wrath of Rome, but little did he realize that in his selfishly motivated action and prophecy, God’s 
providence was at work, and Jesus would die to save all people from all nations who would receive the gift of salvation 
that he was providing.  Sometime before the trial, Caiaphas had prophesied that Jesus would die so that the nation 
might be saved, and Caiaphas is the one trying to get Him killed. Now, what was he prophesying? In Caiaphas’ mind, he 
was saying, “We’ve got to get this guy killed so that we can continue our way of life.” Little did he know that in the 
providential hand of God that he was prophesying something much larger than he even realized himself. Yes, Jesus was 
going to die so that many might live. Isn’t that beautiful? It’s a powerful moment in that story. 

So, we get down to verse 6. We said that Luke is the only writer that records this part of the story. Jesus goes 
before Herod. Something to point out is that Jesus is silent before Herod. He never speaks up and the Jewish leaders are 
there making these harsh accusations against Him. A person would typically be tried in the jurisdiction where they are 
from. What is happening here is that Pilate is really trying to wiggle out from under it and he’s trying to shed himself of 
Jesus, so he’s like, “Oh, He’s from Galilee?” You see that in verse 6, 

 
“When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that 

he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod.” 
 
This was a common practice. “Oh, wait, He’s in the wrong jurisdiction. Herod has to try Him.” So, he sends Him 

to Herod. Now, it’s tricky because they are not physically in Herod’s jurisdiction. They are in Pilate’s jurisdiction at the 
present time. They are there for the Passover. What happens is that when Jesus goes over there Herod is glad because 
he’s been wanting to see Him. He had heard about Jesus and he wanted to see Him do some tricks. He questions Him 
and Jesus doesn’t make any answer.  

 
“The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him.” 

 
They were being really aggressive, just like they were doing with Pilate. They were trying to get Herod to punish 

Jesus. But watch this. Verse 11, 
 

“And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in 
splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate.” 
 
Herod and his men make further mockery of Jesus and even finding Him innocent they refuse to punish Him or 

give Him a verdict of guilty. They just make fun of Him and send Him back to Pilate. Luke leaves out a lot of the 
interaction and trial before Pilate, but in verse 13, it says, 

 
“Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, 

‘You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, 
behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him.’” 
 
Pilate references the trial he had had with them previously. We know from John’s record that there is a good 

deal more of that interaction between Pilate and Jesus. That’s the conversation where Pilate says to Jesus, “Are you 



really truth? Are you really who you say you are? Are you the King of kings? Where’s your kingdom?” Jesus says, “My 
kingdom is not of this world. Everyone who is on the side of truth listens to me.” 

The bottom line is that Pilate cannot render a guilty verdict based on the evidence presented against Jesus. We 
have a dilemma here. He can’t punish Him with a guilty verdict because Jesus is innocent. The reason I point this out is 
because even in the Roman legal system and the Jewish legal system Jesus is innocent. Why? Because He’s innocent. 
You can trump up charges but that doesn’t change a person’s guilt or innocence. They are or they aren’t, right? So, now 
both Pilate and Herod have found Jesus not guilty. It’s interesting, too, because it says in verse 12 that they became 
buddies after this.  

Have you ever noticed how, oftentimes, people who are normally enemies will form a friendship over their 
mutual hatred of something else? Cowboys fans and Steelers fans all hate the Patriots, right? The United States and 
Russia fight together against Nazi Germany and then enter into a fifty year cold war. A lot of times you will see this 
happen and a common threat or a common enemy will bring people together. So, now you have Pilate and Herod 
working together. 

In verse 16, Pilate does something that was not uncommon in Roman court. This is interesting and I point this 
out because I have this written in the margin of my Bible, and I don’t remember when I wrote this. In verse 14, Pilate 
says, 

 
“I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him.” 

 
Then, in verse 16, 
 

“I will therefore punish Him.” 
 
Can you imagine if you parented that way? “You guys have been great today. Everyone did good. Billy you get a 

cookie. Sadie you get a whooping. It’s going to be awesome. It’s because you were so good.” What kind of system is 
this? Here is what he is doing. He says, 

 
“I will there punish Him and release Him.” 

 
This was actually a very common Roman practice. This is when we’re grateful for the system we live in. If you’ve 

spent time in jail it’s very hard and it’s very difficult but it ain’t like Roman jail. You get food, a bed to sleep in, a shower, 
and things like that. In this system, if you were a prisoner you were put on a level below humane. What they would do a 
lot of times is that they would beat and corporally punish somebody and it was kind of like a lesson to say, “Hey, you 
need to straighten up or else it’s going to get worse.” That’s what Pilate seems to be doing but he also seems to be 
trying to appease their conscience. He’s going to come back later in the story—we aren’t going to get to it tonight—and 
be like, “Look at this guy. He’s beaten to a pulp.” 

What Pilate does is he sends Jesus to be scourged. I want to describe for you what scourging looks like. Most of 
us have heard this described or read about this. The scourging takes place before the actual crucifixion. Now, we know 
it’s all part of the same process but the reason I want to segregate or dissect the two is that Pilate’s goal in scourging 
Jesus was not to scourge Him and then send Him to the cross. His goal was to scourge Him and then release Him if He 
survived the scourging. Now, oftentimes, in the process of crucifixion a person would be scourged before they were sent 
to the cross because it would expedite death, otherwise they might hang on the cross for five or six days. So, the 
scourging was to debilitate the person. Now, keep in mind from last week, Jesus has already been beaten and 
pummeled. Go back two or three weeks to when Jesus was in the Garden and He prayed. Remember that process of 
hematidrosis where the blood was coming through His sweat glands? That’s extremely physically demanding on a 
person in addition to psychologically and emotionally demanding, but it also has a tenderizing effect on the skin, 
because what you have is ruptured capillaries. So, Jesus’ body has literally been tenderized and then He’s been 
pummeled and beaten. Remember that they had Him blindfolded last week in chapter 22, and they were hitting Him in 
the back of the head, and they were smashing Him in the nose, and they were punching Him in the ribs. He was already 
pretty beaten down, physically, and now they’re going to scourge Him. 



This is from an article that Zach gave me called, On the Physical Death of Jesus Christ184. You may have read this 
or something like it. I’m going to just describe the scourging portion of it. 

 
Flogging was a legal preliminary to every Roman execution, and only women and Roman senators or soldiers 
(except in cases of desertion) were exempt. The usual instrument was a short whip (flagellum or flagellum) with 
several single or braided leather thongs of variable lengths, in which small iron balls or sharp pieces of sheep bones 
were tied at intervals. Occasionally, staves also were used.  For scourging, the man was stripped of his clothing, 
and his hands were tied to an upright post. The back, buttocks, and legs were flogged either by two soldiers 
(lictors) or by one who alternated positions. The severity of the scourging depended on the disposition of the 
lictors and was intended to weaken the victim to a state just short of collapse or death. After the scourging, the 
soldiers often taunted their victim. 
 
Again, that’s more psychological abuse. 
 
As the Roman soldiers repeatedly struck the victim’s back with full force, the iron balls would cause deep 
contusions, and the leather thongs and sheep bones would cut into the skin and subcutaneous tissues. Then, as 
the flogging continued, the lacerations would tear into the underlying skeletal muscles and produce quivering 
ribbons of bleeding flesh.  Pain and blood loss generally set the stage for circulatory shock. The extent of blood loss 
may well have determined how long the victim would survive the scourging. At the Praetorium, Jesus was severely 
whipped. (Although the severity of the scourging is not discussed in the four gospel accounts, it is implied in one of 
the epistles.) 
 
Listen to this. You guys will be familiar with this passage. 1 Peter 2:24, 
 

“He, himself, bore our sins in His body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By His wounds you have been healed.” 
 
 
In that text, a detailed word study of the ancient Greek text for this verse indicates that the scourging of Jesus was 
particularly harsh. It is not known whether the number of lashes was limited to, in accordance with Jewish law. The 
Roman soldiers, amused that this weakened man had claimed to be a king, began to mock him by placing a robe on 
his shoulders, a crown of thorns on his head, and a wooden staff as a scepter in his right hand. 
 Next, they spat on Jesus and struck him on the head with the wooden staff. Moreover, when the soldiers tore the 
robe from Jesus’ back, they probably reopened the scourging wounds. The severe scourging, with its intense pain 
and appreciable blood loss, most probably left Jesus in a preshock state. Moreover, hematidrosis had rendered his 
skin particularly tender. The physical and mental abuse meted out by the Jews and the Romans, as well as the lack 
of food, water, and sleep, also contributed to his generally weakened state. Therefore, even before the actual 
crucifixion, Jesus’ physical condition was at least serious and possibly critical. 
 
So, why do we bring that up? Because Pilate is like, “Do that to Him and then we will let Him go.” So, is Pilate a 

good guy who is trying to take care of Jesus? No, you realize that at every step of the way the entire system is working 
against Jesus. But, again, it’s doing so under the providential hand of God. When you read that and you hear what 
happened in a scourging, you recall the words of Isaiah the prophet, who said, 

 
“He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities.”185 

 
The terminology is literally prophetic of the actual scourging process. This, right here, is on Pilate. He’s 

responsible. He will answer before God for this. Yet, it’s still under the providential hand of God. 
So, in conclusion, listen to this. I’m going to read you something from my journal. I’m a sucker for true crime 

books. Y’all know this because I talk about it all the time. I listen to them a lot when I travel. My favorite one recently has 
been the one hosted by retired homicide detective, Joe Kenda. But he said something in one of the episodes that stands 
out to me. He said that he didn’t trust any jury or judge enough to believe in the death penalty. I’m not making a 
statement on whether you should or you shouldn’t believe in the death penalty. He started his career as a supporter and 
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proponent of the death penalty but by the end of his career he had seen so often the effects that smooth attorneys, 
human emotion, and sentimentality on the law, that was more powerful than just the standard of the law of the 
principal and truth of it. Innocent people went to death row or were given life prison sentences, or guilty people walked 
because of an emotional testimony or a defendant who wasn’t likeable enough or white enough or some other 
intangible. 

I also recently listened to a story of a man in Hickory North Carolina named Willie Grimes. There is a book about 
his story that I am looking forward to reading—listening to. Willie was accused and convicted of raping a woman in her 
home in 1988 and spent 24 years in prison for a crime he didn’t commit. There was a lot of mishandling of the case by 
everyone from the judge, to the jury, to the rape victim, to prosecutors, and the defense attorney. His story is riveting 
and intense and at the same time it is heartbreaking. He went to prison in his forties and when he came out most of his 
family were dead. He is now in his seventies. The story was literally riveting to me and made me feel so sorry for this 
man who has had a quarter of a century of his life taken from him, wrongly. The courts and the judicial system failed 
him. 

Now, listen to this. Jewish law was given by God and is rooted in the idea that man is created in God’s image.  
Jim Boice called Jewish Law “the most humane system of law ever devised.”186 Under Jewish law there was a great 
respect for life and this made it very difficult to execute a person. There is support for capital punishment in the Torah 
(Jewish Law) but it takes a lot of evidence and witnesses, whose testimonies corroborate and collaborate, and was only 
applied to a few offenses like murder and rape. Do you get that? So, in the Jewish system of law, to be executed you had 
to have a ton of evidence, a bunch of witnesses, and it had to be indisputable. That has not happened so far in Jesus’ 
trial. 

Roman Law, however, was perhaps the most comprehensive of Law. Again, Boice, 
 
“Roman Law was excellent as measured by the comprehensiveness of its coverage, systematization of formal 
statures, elaboration of court procedures, and the affixing of penalties. The laws of Rome have been passed on to 
the Western world as the basis of its judicial systems.”187 

 
Concerning this entire process of the two courts, two systems of law, watch this—it’s fascinating—it is as if Jesus 

is on trial in and before the Court of Heaven, from which the Law of God was given to man from Mount Sinai. Go back in 
your mind. The Law of God comes down on Mt. Sinai and is given to Moses as the Law that would govern and rule over 
the people. So, to stand in a court of law before the Sanhedrin was to stand before Yahweh and be judged based on His 
covenantal Law. Jesus is standing there and He’s being judged by the covenantal Law of Yahweh.  And at the same time, 
he was on trial before the greatest and most comprehensive court of the day, indeed, of the most comprehensive court 
of history up until that time. The court before Pilate had behind it all of the splendor of Rome and all the authority of the 
Emperor. 

Listen to what Walter Chandler says in the book, The Trial of Jesus from a Lawyer’s Standpoint. 
 
“Jesus was arraigned in one day, in one city, before the sovereign courts of the universe; before the Sanhedrin, the 
supreme tribunal of a divinely commissioned race; before the court of the Roman Empire that determined the 
legal and political rights of men throughout the known world. The Nazarene stood charged with blasphemy and 
with treason against the enthroned monarchs represented by these courts; blasphemy against Jehovah who, from 
the lightning-lit summit of Sinai, proclaimed his laws to mankind; treason against Caesar, enthroned and uttering 
his will to the world amidst the pomp and splendor of Rome. History records no other instance of a trial conducted 
before the courts of both heaven and earth; the court of God and the court of man; under the law of Israel and  
under the laws of Rome; before Caiaphas and Pilate, as the representatives of these courts and administrators of 
these laws.”188 
 
Here’s the thing I want to come back to in conclusion. That throughout the study of Jesus’ trials it was actually 

the crowd, the Sanhedrin, the Roman soldiers and judges who were actually on trial. Jesus is never really on trial in the 
eternal scope. But it is appointed unto man to die once, and then be judged, and every one of those men, when they 
walk before that judgment seat, whose face will they look on? Jesus is The One who the Bible says will judge both the 
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living and the dead.  It is He who sits on the Great Throne of Judgment in the book of Revelation and who will one day 
judge all people. 

He stands before the greatest court, the court of Heaven, and the greatest court on Earth, the court of Rome, 
and in that moment provides redemption, and freedom from sin, and salvation to all who would receive it, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek, setting us free from our own condemnation. Not of works lest any of us should boast. 
Righteousness imputed to us based on what Jesus is and what Jesus has done. In my place condemned He stood. All of 
Rome will be judged based on it, and all of Israel will be judged based on it, and every American citizen, and German 
citizen, and African country from tip to tip of that continent, every person in Asia, every person in the first world, the 
second world, the third world, every person from the Garden of Eden to the last breath of the last human alive, will 
stand before Jesus one day, and our only hope is the fact that on that day, though He was condemned He was guiltless, 
and under the providential hand of God He took that beating and prepared Himself to go to the cross and drink the cup 
of God’s wrath. Praise the Lord for that. Amen? That’s the Jesus we worship and I’m pretty stoked that in three weeks 
we are going to worship His victory over death. 

So, if you would, let’s pray together and we will sing and worship Him through song. 
Lord,	I	thank	you	for	the	cross.	I	thank	you	that	you	didn’t	shrink	back.	I	thank	you	that	you	stood,	though	

un-guilty,	even	declared	through	that	verdict	as	un-guilty,	you	stood	condemned	in	our	place.	In	some	theological	
and	not	totally	understandable	act	of	events,	you	were	condemned.	You	hung	on	the	cross	as	one	condemned,	as	a	
sinner	in	the	place	of	sinners.	The	one	who	was	perfect,	the	one	who	was	spotless,	the	one	who	was	completely	
sinless,	dying	in	the	place	of	sinners.	We	thank	you	for	that.	We	thank	you	that	you	bore	the	wrath	of	God	in	our	
place.	I	thank	you	that	you	didn’t	take	control	of	the	situation	with	Pilate	and	free	yourself,	but	you	went	down	that	
road	to	that	cross	and	died	in	our	place.	We	love	you,	Jesus,	and	tonight	we	want	to	worship	you	in	our	closing	
moments	together	through	song.	God,	I	pray	that	if	there	is	somebody	here	who	doesn’t	know	you	or	have	a	
relationship	with	you	that	they	would	put	their	faith	and	their	trust	in	you	tonight	and	believe	in	Jesus	and	receive	
your	salvation,	receive	your	righteousness	and	give	you	their	guilt.	I	pray	that	would	happen	tonight	for	anyone	
who	doesn’t	know	you.	We	love	you,	Jesus.	In	your	name	we	pray.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
I’m going to read the benediction from Jude 24, 
 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”



March 11, 2018 
Luke 23: 17-25 
Brody Holloway 

 
Turn to Luke 23. One thing we do here is that our worship pastors always try to select music that lines up with 

the message. So, there was a theme to the songs tonight. I don’t know if you caught it but there was a theme we were 
singing about, the righteousness of Christ that’s been given to us. 

In our study of Luke, we’re coming into the final stages of Jesus’ life. We are actually, right now, in the middle of 
looking at all of these illegal trials that have been had to convict Jesus of crimes He didn’t commit. In fact, at this point 
He has been declared innocent multiple times in the story. As we are approaching the actual crucifixion, which we are 
going to get into week after next, we come to a person tonight, a guy named Barabbas. Have you ever heard of 
Barabbas? You know what is interesting about Barabbas? Do you know what his name means? If you have any 
knowledge of Jewish naming, when you see the prefix ‘bar’ it means ‘son of.’ Barabbas’ name means ‘son of the father.’ 
It’s really interesting and it’s going to play into the narrative tonight as we walk through it. What we are going to see 
tonight is what I think is the boldest, clearest example and picture in all of Scripture of the doctrinal idea of the 
imputation of Christ’s righteousness. If that phrase kind of freaks you out, it’s okay—we are going to define it. We are 
going to explain it in a way that the ten, eleven, twelve year olds in the room can understand it. We are going to talk 
about the imputation of Christ’s righteousness and here is why it’s so important. It’s a critical doctrine that the Church 
stands on, that the Church dies on, that people have given their lives for, and it’s the idea that we’re declared righteous 
because of the work that Jesus has done. Our salvation doesn’t come to us based on works, it doesn’t come to us based 
on our merit—it’s solely based on the work of Jesus. So, we have in the story of Barabbas what I think is the best 
example in all of Scripture of that doctrine playing out. 

So, we will start in Luke 23:18 and we will jump right in. We are going to do a short passage tonight and we are 
only going to look at eight verses. It says this, 

 
“But they all cried out together, ‘Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas’— “ 

 
Now, you’ll remember where we are in the story at this point. What has happened up to this point is that Jesus 

has been betrayed, and arrested, and He’s been taken before several different councils—two Jewish councils and two 
Roman councils. In all four of those situations there was false testimony, there were wrongful accusations, people are 
basically attacking Jesus, and He is found innocent by the judges He goes in front of. Those two judges are named Pilate 
and Herod. We met those guys last week. Both of those guys have all of the authority of the Roman Empire behind them 
and they declare Jesus innocent. They say He hasn’t done anything and He’s not guilty. But the Jewish leaders continue 
to press the issue because the Jewish leaders want to see Jesus killed. They want Him dead. 

The reason they want Jesus dead is pretty broad. There are a bunch of reasons. He’s hurting their profit, He’s 
hurting their authority, they have this monopoly on religion locally, they have the people oppressed and sort of beat 
down, the religious leaders are in an alliance with the government of Rome, and Rome is sort of feeding them and 
paying them to keep religious order because the Jews will die for their own religion and their own faith. So, the Romans 
are in cahoots with these Jewish leaders who can sort of maintain the peace. The Jews were very violent people and 
very rebellious people, and the Romans had already dealt with insurrections from the Jews. 

So, the Jewish leaders fear that Jesus is going to lead people in this revolt that is going to mess everything up. 
The bottom line is that they want Jesus dead but, ultimately, the reason they want Jesus dead is because He has called 
them out for who they are and what they are. He’s questioned their authority and He’s actually discredited their 
authority, and He’s established the teaching that He, himself, is God and that He’s the Messiah, and that He’s going to 
be the Savior of the world and that there is no salvation apart from Jesus. So, people are really upset and they want to 
see Him killed. 

Now, at this point, also, Jesus has been punished physically. We saw this last week where they beat Him. You’ve 
seen this portrayed in movies and you’ve probably heard it described. They beat Him with a specific type of whip that 
was really, really devastating to the human flesh. At this point, Jesus is bloody, and gnarly, and He’s standing there as a 
very physically broken man, dealing with massive blood loss, dealing with dehydration, and probably dealing with shock. 
I read one account that said that after the massive blood loss from the scourging, that we looked at last week, that they 
would take salt water and pour it on the victim and it would shock His central nervous system and bring Him back to an 



intensified awareness of what He was experiencing. We don’t know exactly what state Jesus is in at this point but it’s 
bad. 

So, these people start to cry out and they say,  
 

“Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”—  
 
All of a sudden there is this guy in the story that we’ve never heard of before, and his name means ‘son of the 

father.’ Now, watch this. 
 

“-- 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder.” 
 
So, Barabbas has been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder and he has been found guilty. Okay? He’s 

been found guilty. Barabbas has been declared guilty of insurrection and murder. What is insurrection? Revolt, rebellion, 
or revolution against the Roman government. Because he also started and led a revolt he has been found guilty of 
murder. Now, Jesus is being accused of being an insurrectionist. Remember that part of the story? The people got to the 
Romans and they said they needed to deal with this guy and the Romans asked, “What’s He done?” “He says He’s King 
of the Jews.” “Well, that sounds like a Jewish problem.” “No, He has said that He’s setting himself up above the king of 
Rome. He’s saying that He’s greater than Caesar.” That’s actually not true because remember when they asked Jesus 
what to do about paying taxes to Caesar? He said, “Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.” Give Caesar what is 
Caesar’s. Obey Caesar’s laws. Jesus would say to Pilate in John’s gospel, in his account, “My kingdom is not of this world. 
So, yes, I’m a king but there is no threat to Rome. There is no threat to Rome in terms of the physical kingdom.” So, what 
the Jews are doing is that they are accusing Jesus to the Romans of insurrection. So, Pilate walks out with this guy who’s 
an insurrectionist and a murderer—a bunch of people died when these insurrections would happen. The Romans would 
come down hard and a lot of people would die at the hands of the Romans when there was an insurrection. So, Pilate 
asked the people, “You want me to release to you this insurrectionist?”, and they were screaming for this guy to be 
released to them. The thing that Jesus has been accused of, this guy is guilty of, and Jesus has been found innocent. 
Okay? Are y’all following? The Gospel is all up in this every week. 

 
“—a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for 

murder.” 
 
Verse 20, 
 

20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, 21 but they kept shouting, ‘Crucify, 
crucify him!’ 22 A third time he said to them, ‘Why? What evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt 
deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.’ 23 But they were urgent, demanding with loud 
cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should 
be granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for 
whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will.” 
 
Alright, let’s walk through it. Here are some observations. I want to look at three things here that are going on 

between the Jews and Pilate. Pilate is a Roman governor who doesn’t answer directly to Caesar; he answers to a 
regional authority who would have been based out of Syria. Pilate has a lot of authority in that area but here’s the thing; 
an insurrection, or a revolt, or a riot in that area is going to come down on Pilate. We saw last week that Pilate has 
already had things get out of hand a couple of times so he’s already on thin ice with the Romans. So, there are three 
things that are going on here. 

First, the Jewish leaders are actually practicing political blackmail. I want you to think about this. Among all the 
other conspiracies, and back door deals, and lies, and deceit, and false accusations that are happening, blackmail is at 
work. So, even the man who is ultimately going to condemn Jesus to death does so by being blackmailed. From top to 
bottom the crucifixion of Jesus is unjust in terms of the responsibility of men. Now, we know that God is sovereign over 
the crucifixion of Jesus. God has ordained it. So, somehow, God is working in His sovereign providence; that means in His 
authority and that He is in charge, but these men are going to be held responsible and accountable for what they are 
doing. Blackmail is what is sort of driving this thing at this point. 



The second thing is that Pilate could not risk any threat to Rome. As we saw in our last passage and message, 
Pilate already had a shaky record. He’s kind of on his last leg and he can’t do anything to mess up or he will lose at least 
his job if not his life. 

Number three, Pilate feared the coming riot. Look at verse 23, 
 

“But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices 
prevailed.” 
 
I don’t know if you’ve ever studied—I don’t know what you would call it but there’s a term for what happens in 

rioting; when people who originally aren’t in the mix can get so caught up in the crowd’s energy that they end up taking 
part in this. You see this in things like looting, or after the Philadelphia Eagles won the Super Bowl I watched news 
stories about how they were burning police cars. I was like, “Okay, time out. Hold up.” It was a football game and the 
policeman was a Philadelphia fan. It sort of snowballs and gets out of hand. We see this happen a lot. 

Have you ever seen old videos of Elvis concerts where these young girls are convulsing and their eyes are rolling 
back in their heads? I’m thinking, “It’s Elvis.” But there would be a crowd euphoria. Do you know what I’m talking about? 
You’ve seen that happen. It happens at soccer games in Europe. It’s soccer. They will tear down grandstands and they 
will stomp and trample each other. People will die. What is that? 

There’s something in the human psyche. This has been studied and I read a bunch of articles on this. It’s 
fascinating how people who could be completely opposed to something can get caught in the moment and just get 
swept away. We talked about it a little bit last week about the documentary I told you I watched. All of a sudden people 
are caught up in something. Some people believe—and we don’t have proof of this—some commentators believe this 
and some don’t think so—that maybe some of the people in this crowd were a week before this crying, “Hosanna, 
blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” I don’t know if that’s true or not but it’s very possible. What’s 
happening is that the tide is shifting and the crowd is starting to scream for Jesus to be crucified. 

You have these people who are screaming, and chanting, and yelling, so Pilate is freaking out. In verse 23, he’s 
like, “I cannot afford a riot.” The only way to stop a riot is with a major, aggressive force of violence. Remember, he’s got 
five thousand men at his disposal; armed soldiers, Roman legionnaires, men who are seasoned in battle, and if they 
come crashing down on this city there is going to be a lot of death and a lot of blood. So, he’s freaking out. Pilate is like, 
“I can’t afford that. That’s like career suicide.” 

So, you have this blackmail thing going on and Pilate is saying, “He’s innocent, man. He’s innocent.” He’s trying 
to reason with them and they’re like, “We’ll riot. We will burn this city to the ground.” You have this crazy dilemma 
going on in the secular side of this and you say, “Wait a minute.” We looked at this last week. On this stage of an earthly 
court, the highest earthly court in the land, stands the Son of God who is also standing as our representative before the 
ultimate, heavenly court. Jesus stands to be condemned in our place. 

Pilate doesn’t want there to be a riot so he’s going to let Barabbas go. In Barabbas, we have the sin of the guilty 
punished on the innocent. Jesus stands uncondemned and Barabbas stands condemned and guilty, yet Barabbas goes 
free. Y’all, listen to this. This is good. Barabbas goes free. Jesus pays for Barabbas’ sin. I don’t know if Barabbas became a 
Christ-follower or not but in the moments that the two men stood in front of Pilate, Jesus, the innocent one, received 
the sentence of condemnation for Barabbas, the guilty, enabling him to be released, though already condemned by 
Pilate. Barabbas was a murderer; Jesus was a healer and the one who raised the dead to life. Barabbas took life; Jesus 
gave life. Barabbas was a rebel and a mobster; Jesus was a preacher of the Gospel, calling men to repent and live as 
peacemakers. Barabbas would overthrow Rome; Jesus preached to render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s. 
Barabbas deserved death under Roman law; Jesus deserved to go free. Barabbas was guilty; Jesus was innocent. Jesus 
was sinless. 

Here are two ironies in this scene with Jesus and Barabbas that I want to point out. The first one is this—and 
we’ve already touched on these—that Barabbas was guilty of the very thing that Jesus was being accused of but was 
innocent of. Barabbas is guilty of it and Jesus is innocent. This is a reversal of justice, which is an injustice. The second 
thing is the idea that his name means ‘son of the father,’ because what you have standing there is the one, true Son of 
the Father. The only begotten Son of God is Jesus. Here’s Barabbas standing there and his name means ‘son of the 
father.’ You have this thing happening where these two men are going to exchange positions. They are going to trade 
places. 

Now, we call this particular doctrine that we are talking about, and we mentioned this earlier, the imputation of 
righteousness, and I want to explain what that means. Here’s what it means. The word ‘impute’ or the word ‘imputation’ 



means to declare something. It’s a legal and/or forensic term. One of the things that I love to do, and it’s totally always 
such an honor to do, is I love to do weddings. Not long ago, Little, and Kilby, and I drove down to Florida to do a wedding 
and drove back. Rocky went with us. Most men hate weddings but I love weddings because of what they represent; 
because of the ceremonial picture that they are of the relationship between us and Christ.  

Take Adam and Maurie. They are here and they are pretty recently married. That was back in the Fall. They 
don’t even have a year under their belt. They’ve been married a little over six months. Adam, the eighth month is crazy. 
Just get ready. It’s crazy. We stand there at the altar and at the end of the wedding I say something like, “I now 
pronounce, or declare, to you Mr. and Mrs. Adam Garner.” They are husband and wife. There’s a declaration. Just a few 
minutes ago they were not husband and wife but now they have been declared husband and wife and that declaration is 
accompanied by a covenant. Everybody with me? You have this covenant that takes place where a man and woman 
become one. They become husband and wife. It’s a declaration. We could use the word ‘impute.’ We would say that in 
that moment that the pastor is imputing, or declaring, that couple is married. He doesn’t take the man and put some 
husband juices into him and shake him up and change who he is and make him become a husband. He doesn’t infuse 
him with husband giftings. He declares that here is a man, and here is a woman, and they are still here but now they are 
one and legally declared married. It’s a legal declaration. Make sense? 

When Jesus’ righteousness comes to you as a new believer what happens is that it’s a legal declaration. Here 
you have Jesus standing before a Roman judge and the judge says, “I’m going to declare you  guilty,” even though Jesus 
is innocent. He declares Jesus guilty and then he looks at Barabbas and says, “I’m going to declare you innocent.” So, the 
actual guilt and innocence are not the big deal. The big deal is the declaration by the legal authority. That means that 
when you stand before God and you’re declared righteous, it doesn’t mean that you deserve to be declared righteous. It 
doesn’t mean that you earned that. At the same time, it doesn’t matter that you’re guilty of fornication, or drug abuse, 
or you have some jaded past that you’re ashamed of. There are certain things in your life that make you feel very 
unworthy because of them. You deal with self-esteem issues or you have anxiety issues, or depression is a reality for 
you, or you’re manic, or you’re depressed, or you’re bipolar, or you have a past where you got molested as a child and 
you can’t get out from under that and it sort of defines who you are. Maybe from a young age you got hooked on drugs. 

 I talked to a guy today and we had a Jesus moment at McDonald’s in Murphy while my two little ones were 
playing in the playground. We started talking and he was like, “Man, I’m a drug addict. That’s who I am. That’s what I’ve 
been since I was ten years old but two years ago Jesus saved me and I’m free.” I was like, “He declared you righteous! 
Let me tell you the sermon that I’m getting ready to preach.” We had church in McDonald’s. It was loud. People were 
listening. I thought about giving an invitation at the end of it. He was shouting and raising his hands. He was like, “I got 
it! Jesus saved me!” It was awesome because what he understood in that moment is not that, “I quit having those 
desires,” or, “I changed who I was.” It was, “God declared me authoritatively—He declared me righteous!” 

So, what you have in this scene right here is this sort of inverted act whereas God would declare you righteous, 
this judge declares Jesus unrighteous. He declares Him worthy of condemnation. This is the final moment of 
foreshadowing, pointing to the cross that Jesus is going to hang on in just a few hours. Here’s what the Bible says in 2 
Corinthians 5:21, 

 
“For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.” 
 
On the cross, God is exchanging your sin for Christ’s righteousness. The word ‘impute,’ the idea of imputation, 

carries with it declaration. God has declared you as something that you were not just a minute ago. The day that you 
come to meet Jesus, God says that no longer determines who you are, and He gives you freedom from that thing that 
used to control you, or used to define you, or used to be where your identity laid. So, if you are a child of God, you are a 
child of God because God has declared you so. 

The Bible says in Genesis 15, “Abraham believed God and it was counted unto him as righteousness.” Now, 
here’s another thing that we know to be true about this idea of imputation. I believe I wrote down Grudem’s definition 
of imputation. Wayne Grudem wrote the Systematic Theology189 book that we recommend and use a lot here at Red 
Oak. Wayne Grudem defines the word ‘impute’ by saying that it means that God thinks of Christ’s righteousness as 
belonging to us or regards it as belonging to us. What happens when you become a Christian is that God gives you the 
righteousness of Christ and He regards it as being yours, so when He looks at you He sees the righteousness of Christ. 

                                                             
189 Grudem, Wayne. Systematic Theology, Zondervan, 1994. 



There are visual images in Scripture of this. The one that is probably most familiar to us is the idea that we are 
clothed in the righteousness of Jesus. It’s the idea of having the clothing of Christ’s righteousness put around you. 
There’s a scene in the book of Zechariah, one of the little prophets in the Old Testament. There’s a scene where there is 
a man who is a high priest whose name is Joshua, which means Yahweh, Jesus. There is a scene where this priest is 
standing before God and Satan is standing beside him making accusations against him. This priest represents the most 
holy of all humans, the best the man can be. He’s a priest—he’s got it together. I don’t know how many times someone 
has said to me, “You don’t understand—you’re a preacher.” It’s like I’m a robot and an alien all rolled up in one and I 
don’t know what you’re dealing with. If you’re human, you’re human, right? So, this priest is standing before God and in 
this vision the prophet Zechariah sees this priest clothed in complete filth. He’s covered in filth and Satan is standing 
beside him and accusing him. He’s making accusations against him. “He’s filthy. He doesn’t even fit the position.” So, 
what God does is He says, “You’re right. He is filthy,” and then God clothes him in this righteous garment that’s pure 
white. It’s this symbolic moment where you see that this man who is a priest is not a priest because he’s a good dude 
and he’s good enough to be a priest or a preacher, but he is so because he’s been called to that and qualified by the 
righteousness of Christ. 

So, the Bible teaches that when we become Christians we receive the righteousness of Jesus. What is 
righteousness? It’s the just perfection, the goodness, the holiness, the purity, the sinlessness, the never-lied, never-
cheated, never-stole, never-abused, never did anything wrong, perfection of Jesus, and that comes to you. Look, y’all, no 
manmade religion in history has ever been able to figure this out and replicate it. They can’t figure it out. That’s why 
every religion apart from the Gospel of Jesus Christ is rooted in the works of man. Do you wear the right clothes? Do you 
say the right prayers? Did you get baptized the right way? Did you do this? Did you do that? Religions are ceremonial. 
We can’t get the Gospel to people because of their own stupid rules in their own religion. One of the things that’s so 
powerful about the Gospel is that it shatters those manmade rules. When we talk about going from death to life, when 
you receive the righteousness of Christ and you realize I’m not righteous because I earned it, it’s the most freeing thing. 
People live in their sin, enslaved to their sin, and in bondage to their sin because they think they have to figure out how 
to get out of it. They think they have to figure out how to beat it. They think they have to figure out how to have victory 
over it. It is a declaration of who you are when you realize, “I’m righteous because God said I am,” and that is only 
possible because Jesus was declared sinful. Jesus stands before Pilate and is declared unjust and sinful. He goes to the 
cross in our place. So, Paul tells the Corinthians, “Because He did that, He took your sin with Him, carried it to the cross, 
and killed it there.” He nailed it to the cross. Paul is writing to the Colossians, in Colossians 2, and he said that Jesus 
literally disarmed Satan by nailing your sin to the cross when He died there. He put it to death. That’s why he can say to 
the Romans, “Put to death the deeds of the flesh. Put them to death because of what Christ has done at the cross.” 
Christ was killing your sin, taking it from you, absorbing it into himself, and killing it. It’s a powerful scene. 

I thought of how I could illustrate it. I couldn’t come up with anything really good but I think this will make 
sense. If you can imagine that this water represents my righteousness but it’s contaminated. You can’t drink this 
because it’s contaminated. It represents my righteousness but it’s contaminated because it’s sinful. If I had some food 
coloring I would pour that in there. This other bottle represents the righteousness of Christ. So, what happens is that if I 
stand before God with this in my hand I have to drink it to the bottom, last drop. I have to chug this. With that comes 
the wrath of God. Remember when Jesus is in the garden and He prays that God would take the cup of His wrath from 
Him? I have to drink this and I have to drink in my sin, and with it is going to come the wrath of God, and I can’t bear the 
wrath of God. So, that means I’m going to live in condemnation. Or, I can give this to Christ, or He can take this from me. 
At the cross, Jesus is taking this from me, and then He’s drinking it in, and then He’s bearing the wrath of God, but 
because He’s sinless and because He’s fully God, even though He’s fully man, He absorbs the wrath of God and in 
exchange I get this pure, perfect, drinkable righteousness. Jesus exchanges it. He gives me His righteousness and He 
takes my sin. He takes my impurity and imperfection and He gives me holiness. He takes my sin and He gives me 
righteousness. 

So, you have Jesus and Barabbas standing there and it’s the ultimate foreshadowing word picture for us of that 
doctrine. Jesus goes and dies and Barabbas is set free. Jesus dies for the very sins that Barabbas has been convicted of. 
Now, take yourself and stand in Barabbas’s place. Whatever addiction, whatever mental process makes you aware of 
your sin, whatever lie you told—we are all sinful, right? We are going to be held accountable for our sin if we stand 
before God based on our own merit. Now, imagine that Jesus takes all of that and walks away into condemnation with it 
and you’re set free to walk in His righteousness. That’s what happens for a believer. If we can ever really get that 
doctrine and understand enough of it to live with it as a reality it will set you free every day of your life. You might live in 
a constant battle with depression or anxiety, and there are going to be some days that are darker than others, and some 



days that are tougher than others, but you’re going to live in the freedom of knowing that Jesus drank this so that you 
could walk through life drinking from the Living Water that comes from Him. 

So, the imputation of righteousness is something that as Christians we love and we’re so thankful for. You’ve 
probably heard this called the ‘great exchange.’ Have you ever heard that? The great exchange. I used to try to sound 
smart and say that it came from Martin Luther but I’ve never actually read that. It think it did. I haven’t read much from 
Martin Luther, to be honest with you. I’ve read a lot of people who’ve written about Martin Luther and I’ve read a lot of 
his sermons and things like that. I don’t want to try to sound smart but that’s a phrase that’s been coined in the Church 
and it’s this idea that there this great exchange that takes place—the righteousness of Jesus for the sin of man at 
salvation. 

So, I wanted to point out a couple of things. I thought about this idea of the great exchange. Have you ever been 
at a gift exchange where you either gave a bad gift and got a good gift and felt guilty for it, or you dropped some coin 
and gave a good gift and then realized that this was one of those bad Santa things and you were supposed to bring a gag 
gift? This is the ultimate exchange of lopsided things. The Bible would teach us this idea that the exchange takes place. I 
just want to take some time in our closing minutes and look at these things that happened in this great exchange. These 
are five exchanges that take place when Jesus takes your sin and you get His righteousness. Like Barabbas, you get to 
walk free because Jesus was willing to be condemned. 

The first one is simple and I think that most of us at least have heard this before. Jesus gets our sin and we get 
His righteousness. Now, let me make sure we understand this doctrinally and biblically. The Bible says in Romans 3 that 
in Christ’s dying that God is both just and He is the justifier of our sin. In other words, He’s just in that a just judge has to 
punish sin. Doesn’t He? A just judge has to punish sin. He has to or he is not just. A just God has to punish the sin of man 
or else He is not just. He is just—but how can He do that without you and I being absorbed by that punishment? By He, 
himself, bearing the force of that punishment. So, Jesus is both just, as judge, and He’s the justifier, by taking our sin and 
making us free from that sin, and declaring us righteous. We are declared righteous. It’s a declaration. We are imputed 
and we are declared righteous. That’s the first one. Number one in the great exchange is that Jesus gets our sin and we 
get His righteousness. 

Number two, is that Jesus gets our sin nature and we get His divine nature. 2 Peter 1:4, 
 

“By which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you 
may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire.” 
 
Our old man was placed on Jesus at the crucifixion and we became new creations in Christ. Because we receive 

His divine nature we become like Jesus. Fully human He was but with a divine nature and He gives us that through this 
union that we have with Him. One day we will be glorified with Him. We are in union with Him through covenant. So, 
Jesus, hanging on the cross, takes your sin into himself. He takes our sin and we get His sinless and divine nature. 

Number three, Jesus received our name. Remember, Jesus would repeatedly be called the Son of Man. He called 
himself the Son of Man. He would take that name to himself. That goes back to the book of Daniel, and it was an Old 
Testament name that was used to describe who Jesus would be as the Messiah. Jesus was the Son of Man and we get to 
use His name, which carries all authority. Think of a power of attorney. You get the name of Jesus. Acts 3:6-8, 

 
“But Peter said, ‘I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!’ 7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and 
immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 8 And leaping up, he stood and began to walk, and 
entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.” 
 
So, the disciples, in the book of Acts, would preach and heal in the name of Jesus. We preach in the name of 

Jesus and we pray in the name of Jesus. So, Christ, as our mediator, gives us His name. Literally, we become sons of God, 
one with Christ, co-heirs with Christ, and we get to receive His name. That’s the third exchange. 

Number four, Jesus gets the curse of the Law and we get the blessings of the covenant that God made with 
Abraham. Galatians 3:13-14, 

 



“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, 
‘Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree’— 14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might 
come to the Gentiles…” 
 
There it is, y’all. The blessings of Abraham come to us. We’re Gentiles, I would assume. There may be some of us 

who have Jewish lineage but most of us are Gentiles.  
 

“…so that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” 
 
So, we get the promises that God made in covenant to Abraham. We get those promises and Christ takes the 

curse of the Law. That’s a good exchange for us—a good deal for us.  
Number five, Jesus was forsaken as a Son but we become sons of God. Jesus was forsaken as a Son but we 

become sons of God. Matthew 27:46, 
 

“And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ 
that is, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” 
 
1 John 3:1, 
 

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are.” 
 
John 1:12, 
 

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God.” 
 
And the Bible would teach us in Romans 8:14-17 that we are joint heirs with Christ. You become an heir to the 

throne of God. Jesus emptied himself of His rightful seat on the throne of God, entered into humanity as one of us, went 
to the cross and at the cross was forsaken, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me,” and in exchange for that, in 
that moment, we get to be called sons of God. 

The last one, Jesus experienced rejection and we receive fellowship with the Father. Jesus became rejected so 
that we could have fellowship with the Father. Jesus faced the ultimate rejection. He was rejected by His own people 
and He was rejected by those He came to save, so that we could have fellowship with the Father. 

So, when Barabbas and Jesus were standing there, there was a lot going on. As the crowd cries for Barabbas, the 
murderer and the insurrectionist, to be released, and they cry for Jesus, the sinless, perfect, Son of God, to be murdered, 
and killed. It’s a picture of what happens when Jesus goes to the cross and dies in our place. Because Jesus died, you and 
I can be made righteous, we can be made whole, and we can be set free from the dominion of sin. We can be sons of 
God and we can be given a new name, a new identity, a future, hope, promise, and a place in the kingdom of God. You 
are no longer defined by your sin; you are defined by the righteousness of Jesus. You area no longer defined by what 
you’ve done; you’re defined by what He has done. Praise God for that and thanks be to God for that—that we don’t 
have to earn it. It’s not of works so nobody can boast. It’s because of what Jesus has done. Amen?  

That’s good news. If you are here tonight and you’re not a Christian, we would love to talk to you about how to 
have a relationship with Jesus. We are going to sing a couple of songs and close our time together in fellowship that 
way. But if you don’t know Jesus, the gift of salvation is offered free to everybody. You may have even thought for a lot 
of your life that you are a Christian, but if you have not been declared righteous by God because of your confession of 
Christ as Lord, the Bible says in Romans 10:9, 

 
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.” 
 
That comes about because of the righteous work of Jesus to impute—there’s that word—to give us His 

righteousness so that we could be set free from our sin as He takes our sin and He makes us righteous. That’s the good 



news of the Gospel and it’s available to all people—everybody. You can never earn it but it’s free for you and Jesus gives 
it to anybody that would receive it. That’s the good news, amen?  

I’ll pray and we will stand and sing together. 
Lord, I pray that you would help us to sing tonight because you’re worthy of the songs we would sing. I pray that 

we would recognize that our righteousness rests in the work of Jesus, not in our own ability to earn your favor. God, 
every one of us this week has failed and every one of us this coming week will fail. We will fail in our thought life. We will 
fail in sins of omission. We will fail in sins of commission. We will do things we shouldn’t and we will fail to do things we 
should. We will fall short. Every one of us has sinned and fallen short of your glory. But God, just as Barabbas was set 
free that day, in that powerful moment of exchange that took place to foreshadow what would happen between you 
and me, and you and us, where you would set us free from bondage to decay, as your Word says, and you would set us 
free to live the lives that Christ has called us to live, to be declared righteous, made righteous, based on the work of 
Jesus. We thank you for that. God, I pray that if there is someone here tonight who doesn’t know you, who doesn’t have 
a relationship with you, that you would draw them to yourself; that you would call them and draw them to yourself and 
that they would repent and turn to you for salvation and receive this powerful gift of imputation, this declaration of 
righteousness, and that you would declare them so before this night is over. We love you, and praise you, and thank you 
for your Word, and we sing to you now. In Jesus’ name. 

 
(Zach Mabry) 
 

So, our benediction tonight is Romans 11:33-35. It says this, 
 

“Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34 For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
    or who has been his counselor?” 
35 Or who has given a gift to him 
    that he might be repaid?” 
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”
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Luke 23:26-43 
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When we started out this series, if you can remember that far back, or if you were alive then, we talked about 
how Jesus is bringing this upside-down kingdom. Do y’all remember that? We said how Jesus is going after the people 
that the world looks down on. I was talking to my oldest child about this and it was awesome; we were having this 
conversation and I was making reference to the upside-down kingdom and she had this great insight where she said, 
“But really, it was already upside-down. Really, it was when Adam and Eve sinned that we entered the upside-down. 
Really, Jesus comes to turn it right side up.” I told her, “You are just like your mother.” She was so insightful. It was 
exactly right. That’s what Jesus has done. We are already in the upside-down and Jesus has come to turn everything 
right side up. But this is it. To do that and to make all of His promises true, and eternal and secure, He has to do what we 
are going to read about tonight—to be crucified on the cross. 

So, we will pick up in Luke 23:26. This is after all the mock trials, all the lies, all the illegal proceedings that Jesus 
has been silent through. He’s been flogged and we will pick up here. 

 
“And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27 And there followed him a great multitude of 
the people and of women who were mourning and lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, 
‘Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For 
behold, the days are coming when they will say, “Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore 
and the breasts that never nursed!’”30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, “Fall on us,” and to 
the hills, “Cover us.” 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is 
dry?’ 

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when they 
came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and 
one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ And they cast 
lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, 
‘He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!’ 36 The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!’38 There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’ 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the 
same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our 
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42 And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.’ 43 And he, Jesus, said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’” 

 
Pray with me. 
Lord	Jesus,	as	we	come	to	your	Word,	I	pray	that	you	would	humble	us.	I	pray	that,	God,	by	the	power	of	

your	Holy	Spirit	that	you	would	rule	and	reign	in	this	building,	right	now,	in	our	hearts	and	our	minds,	and	that	for	
all	of	those	who	are	watching	and	listening,	I	pray	that	you	would	bring	us	to	repentance,	and	faith,	and	trust	in	
you.	I	pray	that	you	would	teach	us	what	it	means	to	carry	our	cross	behind	you.	I	pray	that	you	would	have	your	
intended	purpose	in	us	for	your	glory	and	that	your	will	would	be	done	on	Earth	as	it	is	in	Heaven.	God,	I	pray	that	
you	would	control	our	thoughts	and	emotions	right	now	and	that	you	would	control	my	thoughts,	and	my	
emotions,	and	my	words,	and	that	they	would	be	for	you	and	for	your	glory.	God,	we	need	you.	In	Christ’s	name,	
Amen.	

 
So, we see right away that Jesus is being led to Calvary, the Place of the Skull, Golgotha, and Luke picks up and 

tells us right away that they seize Simon of Cyrene. Most likely, this Jew who is among the Dispersion of Jews is living in 
what is modern day Libya and he has come back for the Passover. He is coming up and they seize him to carry the 
crossbeam. Tradition would tell us that the upright post of the cross would already be in the ground and that the victims 
were made to carry the crossbeam themselves to this hill. The crossbeam would weigh around a hundred pounds. The 
picture Luke is painting is that because Jesus has already been scourged and flogged, after a sleepless night, after feeling 



the anxiety and the weight of knowing, not just the crucifixion and that the wrath of God is going to be poured out on 
Him, and sweating blood through the night, and taking the beatings and taking the flogging, dehydrated and beaten—
Jesus can’t carry this. From the other Gospel accounts it would seem that He carried the crossbeam for a while, and He 
struggled underneath the weight of it, and fell underneath the weight of it, but He could no longer do that. To get Simon 
of Cyrene to carry it for Him was not out of kindness. In fact, one of the commentators said, “In cruel mercy the soldiers 
grabbed Simon to carry the crossbeam so that Jesus wouldn’t die before they could torture Him to death.” In cruel 
mercy they have Simon come in to carry the crossbeam because Jesus physically can’t do it anymore and they don’t 
want Him to die before He’s crucified. So, Simon comes in and takes up the crossbeam, and the way that Luke says this is 
very intentional. Look again at what he says, 

 
“And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 

country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus.” 
 
They laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. I think Luke is very intentional to tell us exactly where Simon 

walked because I think he wants us, right now, to go back in our minds to Luke 9. So, let’s do that. Go back to Luke 9:23. 
I think he wants us to see this played out. I think he wants us to have this vivid scene pictured in our minds, so we have 
this image burned in our mind of Simon walking behind Jesus and carrying the cross, because I think Luke’s intentionally 
saying that this is what Jesus was talking about. In Luke 9, this is what Jesus meant when Jesus said this. Verse 23, 

 
“And he said to all, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 

daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it.’” 
 
This is so good that you have to hear it twice. 
 

“For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? For whoever is 
ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and 
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.” 
 
Luke wants us to remember that teaching and to say that this right here, always, for the rest of time—when you 

think, “What does it mean for me as a believer, as a disciple, to take up my cross and follow Jesus?”—he wants us to 
picture this scene right here: Simon, walking behind Jesus, carrying the cross. And everything that we are going to talk 
about from here on out is tied back to this. This is what it means to follow Jesus—to embrace the cross, to embrace 
suffering, to embrace death, and to live it out like this. 

So, what’s that going to look like? He goes on to tell us that there was a great multitude of people and of women 
who were mourning and lamenting for Him. I forgot to mention this. I believe that Simon becomes a Christian. Simon 
gets saved. In fact, Mark tells us that when they seize him that his two boys are there; Alexander (that’s a strong name), 
and his brother, Rufus. They are there with their dad when the men grab Simon. In Acts, we think these same guys show 
up again—“we” meaning me and all my scholarly buddies, whose work I read. He becomes a believer and lives out what 
he’s typifying here in this picture of following Christ. 

So, as they move through, there is this crowd of people who are around them, mourning, and lamenting, and 
loudly weeping. Now, Jesus is going to turn to them and say, “Daughters of Jerusalem…” He’s going to address them and 
it seems like these women are not necessarily disciples. They are not the women who have followed Him from Galilee 
but these are women of Jerusalem, who live in Jerusalem, and it is very likely that they were doing what they would do 
for any crucifixion that they saw. They would mourn. This is a dominant practice that happens in the East. When people 
died there was this mourning that would seem to us to be put on, but for them, in their culture, this was how they 
would deal with death. The way that they would deal with this type of violence is that they would be there, and be 
weeping and wailing, and be making this scene—and then Jesus stops. Simon is right behind Him carrying the cross and 
Jesus stops and says, 

 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.” 

 



Why does He do this? What’s He saying? Is this a rebuke? I don’t think so. Get this in your mind and have the 
right picture. Don’t picture Jesus as you would picture Him when He’s teaching the Beatitudes. Don’t picture Jesus like 
you would picture Him when He’s in the boat with Peter catching and filling the net full of fish. This is Jesus after that 
sleepless night, after sweating blood, after He’s been taken by sinful hands and beaten, and spit upon. This is Jesus after 
they’ve taken the flagrum, the whip, that we talked about already, where these professional torturers whipped Jesus 
head to toe and front to back, ripping the flesh from His body, cutting through muscle and tendon, and leaving Him just 
barely alive, to where Isaiah, in Isaiah 52, would say this in prophesying about Jesus, 

 
“13 See, my servant will act wisely; 
    he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. 
14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him— 
    his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being 
    and his form marred beyond human likeness—“ (NIV) 

 
I read one commentator and I’m sure the man is way smarter than me. I’m sure he’s super-smart and he said 

that when we come to the crucifixion, we see in the Gospel accounts that they quickly mention it and move on, and so 
should we. He said we shouldn’t dwell on how graphic it was. But I think, absolutely not. Absolutely, we should stop and 
get as close to the foot of the cross as we can. Because the original hearers and readers of the Gospel accounts didn’t 
need a description of crucifixion. Right? Why? They saw it. And the Bible doesn’t leave us guessing what happened. The 
Gospel accounts do mention it pretty briefly and move on but Isaiah the prophet takes us to the foot of the cross. He 
holds our gaze to clearly see not only why Jesus suffered but how He suffered. So, remember that this is Jesus, who has 
had the flesh ripped from His body. He is barely alive. He can no longer support the hundred pound crossbeam and take 
another step. He is beaten and is marred beyond human resemblance. Not just that you wouldn’t recognize Him as 
Yeshua of Nazareth but you wouldn’t recognize Him as a human. And He knows where He is going. The physical suffering 
is only half the story. Jesus knows He is going to drink and consume the wrath of Almighty God for the sin of the world. 
He knows that He will be pierced through His wrists and through His feet. He knows that for the hours that He will 
survive on the cross where in order to breathe He will have to push up off of the nails in His feet and pull up on the nails 
in His hands to be able to take a breath. He knows that every time He does it that He is going to rub those open wounds 
on the rugged cross. He will bleed, but Isaiah tells us that He was wounded for our transgressions, He was pierced for 
our iniquities, and it was the will of Yahweh to crush Him so that we could be healed and so that He could seek and save 
the lost. 

Do you have that picture in your mind? Do you see Him there? He’s walking toward the cross and He stops. 
Women are crying and you would think that Jesus would say, “Thank you,” or through eye contact let them know that 
He appreciates their concern. But He stops and He says, “Do not weep for me. Weep for yourselves because judgment is 
coming, because wrath is coming.” Do you see what He says? Verse 29, 

 
“For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that 

never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on 
us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’” 
 
This is not the first time that Jesus has used this language. He is talking about judgment to come. He’s talking 

about God’s wrath being poured out on Jerusalem, on Israel. He’s talking about the day of the Lord that came upon 
Israel because they rejected their Messiah. And we know from history that this happened. He is prophesying right here 
about AD70, when Rome destroyed Israel, Jerusalem. He says that when the wrath is poured out that it will be so bad 
that you will long to just be annihilated. Annihilation is better than the wrath of God. He says it will be reversed; because 
now you say, “Cursed is the woman who doesn’t bear children. Cursed is the woman who has never nursed a child.” In 
those days you will say that is better; it’s better because look what is happening to our children because the wrath of 
God is so severe against them for rejecting their Messiah. Jesus says,  

 
“For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 
It seems like Jesus is saying, “If they do this to me….” You don’t throw live, green, freshly cut wood on a fire. You 

throw dead wood on a fire. Jesus is saying, “This is messed up. If they are doing this to me, what is it going to be like for 



you on that day?” What’s He saying? Why would He stop and say this? Is He angry? Is He lashing out? Absolutely not. 
He’s warning. Jesus is warning them of the wrath to come. Why would Jesus warn? For the same reason He always 
warns. Every warning that’s written in the Bible is written because our God is a God of grace, and mercy, and love, and 
He only warns because He loves us. He only warns because He desires for us to cry out in repentance. Why did God send 
Jonah to Nineveh? Remember His message? Go tell them I am going to destroy them. That was it. That was the only 
message and Jonah didn’t want to go. Why? Because he said, “I know you’re a gracious God. You’re a loving God. You’re 
a merciful God. You’ll forgive them.” God warns because He loves us. That’s why He stops and warns them right here. Do 
you see Him? He’s beaten, and bloodied, and about to take on the sin of the world, and He stops, and He sees their 
tears, and He says, “Don’t cry tears of pity for me. Cry tears of repentance for you.” 

Simon is behind Him, carrying the crossbeam, as a picture for us of what it looks like to be a disciple. Take up 
your cross, embrace suffering, and warn people of the wrath to come. That’s what it means to follow Jesus. Warn 
people. Warn them that judgment is coming, because this wasn’t just for Israel. This wasn’t just for Israel. Look at 
Revelation 6. I’ll start in verse 12. Listen to the language. 

 
“When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun 

became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, 13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as 
the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. 14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being 
rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth and 
the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid 
themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 calling to the mountains and rocks, 
‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” 
 
This isn’t just for Israel, in fact, what does the Bible teach us? Everything that’s happened to Israel, everything in 

all of Israel’s history, happened for our instruction. Jesus stops and warns these women that wrath is coming. AD70 is 
coming. Rome is going to destroy you. Wrath is coming and it would be better to have never lived, it would be better to 
never have children, it would be better to just be absolutely annihilated than to experience this wrath. What’s it a 
picture of? It’s a picture of the great day of the Lord. It’s a picture of the wrath to come for all mankind. And Jesus stops 
in His tracks and He wants us to hear—“Warning! Wrath is coming!” You see Jesus bloodied and bruised and know that 
it was for our sin, and know that He stops in this moment, when He’s suffering, and He can barely move, and He can 
barely talk, and He wants to stop and say, “Repent. Repent. Let go of your sin. God’s judgment is coming. Repent. Cry for 
yourself. Weep for yourself.” And He’s telling us, as followers, this is what it means. Whatever it’s going to mean in your 
context—embrace suffering and warn people of the judgment to come. 

Phil Ryken said, 
 
“He’s not looking to get our pity or sympathy but our repentance and faith.” 
 
He moves on from them, then Luke says, 
 

“Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And when they 
came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and 
one on his left. 34 And Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.’ And they cast 
lots to divide his garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, 
‘He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!’ 36 The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!’ 38 There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the Jews.’” 
 
They come and they mock Him. Do you see this? The rulers, the priests, the scribes, the soldiers. The other 

Gospel accounts tell us that at this point both of the criminals, both of the thieves on the cross, are mocking Jesus and 
ridiculing Him. It’s crazy because there is some good, cosmic, divine irony happening here, right? Think about everything 
they say to Him. They mean it for evil. They are mocking Jesus. But think about everything they say. It’s true. The irony is 
that in this moment, in their desire to lash out at Jesus, and with their evil intentions, all they are doing is proclaiming 
truth and bringing about the glory of God. Why could Jesus say, “Don’t weep for me?” Because He knows. He knows. For 



the joy set before Him, He endured the cross, despising the shame. Jesus knows, “Don’t weep for me. I will suffer—“ but 
because He is God, He will rise again in victory. He will be returned to the glory that He had with the Father and the 
Spirit from all of eternity past, into infinity and beyond. Right? He knows. And He is orchestrating all of this for His glory, 
and His name, and our salvation. And every time they utter an insult what they are proclaiming is the truth of the 
Gospel. 

We read the prophecy earlier from Psalm 22:6, 
 

“But I am a worm and not a man, 
    scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock me; 
    they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8 ‘He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; 
    let him rescue him, for he delights in him!’ 

 
And Jesus responds by praying for them. He intercedes for them. Just like Isaiah 53:12 said He would. It says this, 
 

“Yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors.” 

 
He prays for them. I love studying moments like this. I love studying and I love preparing to preach. I love 

commentaries. They’re valuable. Ephesians 2 tells us that God gave us these men to study and do this work. It’s for the 
building up of the Church. I love it. But there are some times when it’s just funny, because they get to something like this 
and they go, “Now, who was Jesus praying for?” They drill down like maybe He was just praying for the soldiers. Maybe 
He was just praying for the priests. Maybe He was just praying for the man we always called the good thief. Who is He 
praying for? They want to dissect it, and analyze, and speculate, and it’s like time out. Who’s He praying for? Time out, 
man. Who is He praying for? – This sinful world. At the minimum, yes, the soldier; yes, the priests; yes, the thief; yes, 
Moses, Adam, the first Adam and all Adams in between. Yeah. That’s who He’s praying for. Then, they ask, “Now, how 
was this prayer answered?” Yes! We see it. We will see it in a second. We see the thief on the cross and hear, “Today, 
you will be with me in paradise.” Yes, says the Father. We see the centurion in just a few verses and in next week’s 
sermon the centurion sees these things. The man who at one point was ridiculing and mocking Jesus and offering Him 
sour wine—we are going to see him praise God and say, “Surely, this is the Son of God!” In Acts 6:7, listen to this, 

 
“And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 

Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.” 
 
These guys that we have hated all through the Gospel of Luke, Jesus prayed for them and He saved them, 

because God said, “Yes, I’ll forgive their sins!” Yes, last night, two men at a conference at Snowbird cried out in 
repentance and God saved them because Jesus said, “Forgive them, they don’t know what they do.” Because Jesus came 
to seek and to save the lost. Yes, it’s so good. 

So, what’s He teaching Simon? He’s still standing there but he’s no longer carrying the cross. Because, although 
we are to carry our cross and deny ourselves, we cannot do what Jesus did. We cannot hang on the cross for the sins of 
the world, but we can embrace the suffering of the cross, and we can warn people, and we can do the same thing Jesus 
did in that we can intercede for the lost. We can pray for our enemies. That’s what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. 
That’s what it means to take up your cross; that you don’t revile when you are reviled, and when people say ugly things 
about you, when they lie about you. This is just real, right? We’ve been dealing with the most important event in all of 
human history and this brings it right down to the person at your work who talks about you behind your back. Love him. 
Pray for her. Embrace that suffering and know that it’s okay. They hated Jesus, so I can deal with this. I can take up that 
cross and follow in the footsteps of Jesus and pray for those who hate me. Jesus is dying for the sin of the world and is 
teaching us what it looks like to follow Him. 

He’s not done. Look at this. Verse 39, 
 

“One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, ‘Are you not the Christ? Save 
yourself and us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the 



same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our 
deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.’ 42 And he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into 
your kingdom.’ 43 And he (Jesus) said to him, ‘Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.’” 
 
On the cross, Jesus is saving. It’s fascinating. Phil Ryken, in his commentary, points this out. He shows the 

comparison of these two thieves. I had missed it and I so enjoyed stopping and thinking about this. They both cry out for 
salvation, don’t they? They both cry out to Jesus to save them, but in very different ways. Both of them mock Jesus. Both 
of these guys, who were thieves, whether they were partners with Barabbas or whatever, I don’t know, but in that 
system they are getting the due penalty for what they’ve done. They are mocking Jesus and they are all in. Then, 
whether through just watching Jesus suffer, or listening to Jesus say, “Father, forgive them,” we could speculate, but I 
know this—anybody who says what the good thief says is under the power and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The 
other guy is still mocking Him, right? “If you are the Christ, save yourself and us.” 

I remember a good friend of mine and I was sharing the Gospel with him not long after I had become a believer. 
I was just pleading with him to repent and trust in Jesus. He actually went to church with me. I kind of talked him into it 
and he went to church with me and we were standing in the parking lot after church. He was so distant and cold that I 
thought, “He’s gone. This is it.” I said, “Man, what’s going on? What are you thinking?” and he said, “I just don’t believe. 
I just don’t believe.” So, I was talking to him and I don’t remember what was said, but I remember him standing in that 
parking lot after church and he extended his arms and looked up to the heavens and he said, “Jesus, if you are real, 
show yourself to me! Save me! Rescue me!” Then, he looked at me and said, “That’s why I don’t believe.” I didn’t even 
know how to respond. I wish I would have known this then, right? That arrogance, to think that you could demand of 
God to do anything. But in that sinful unbelief, how dark is the human condition that in my arrogance I think that I could 
demand something of God? “You show me. You do this and then I’ll believe. If you are real, then why did this happen, 
and why did that happen?” As if God has got to answer to us for the evil we’ve created on this planet. 

He was so close but it was the attitude of his heart, because the other thief says the same thing but from a place 
of humility, and repentance, and brokenness. He says, “Don’t you fear God? Aren’t you afraid of the One who has the 
authority over life and death, Heaven and Hell? Don’t you fear God? We are receiving what we deserve. This Man has 
done nothing wrong—no evil, no sin, no wickedness.” Then, “Jesus, Yeshua, will you remember me when you enter your 
kingdom?” The first thief just wants down from the cross. He just wants down and he doesn’t want to die. He wants to 
save his life now. The other thief, the believing thief, he accepts the punishment, and he says, “When you enter your 
kingdom, will you remember me? Will you save me?” To that heart of brokenness, belief, and repentance, Jesus says, 
“Truly.” 

Any time God says something, you can take it to the bank, right? If Jesus says something, you can believe it, you 
can hang on to it, and you can build your life on it. When Jesus starts it with “Truly,” He’s just doing that so that you 
know how passionate He is about it. He doesn’t have to say “Truly,” because He’s Jesus. “I tell you the truth.” “I know. 
You’re Jesus.” 

One of my good friends that I share an office with and that you guys know well, for the past fifteen years he’s 
been saying, “I’m not going to lie to you,” before he says something. And for the past eight years, I’ve been saying, 
“Thank you. I appreciate your honesty.” He says that all the time and I’m like, “I know. I trust that you are not going to 
lie to me.” I believe that Jesus doesn’t lie to us, right? But when Jesus says, “Truly,” He’s like putting an exclamation 
point on both ends of this statement,“!! I tell you the truth—you will be with me in paradise—today!!” “Yes, I will save 
you. Yes, I will rescue you. That is why I came to seek and to save the lost.” And He’s accomplishing it right there, right 
then, as the wrath of God is poured out on Jesus. He’s dying for the sin of this man right next to Him, who He has just 
gotten done praying for. It’s the Gospel. And Simon is still standing there at the foot of the cross and he’s learning what 
it means to be a disciple. He’s seeing, “I need to embrace the sufferings of Jesus. I need to embrace the fact that this 
world hates Jesus and I need to walk behind Him. That’s going to mean warning people of the wrath to come. That’s 
going to mean praying for my enemies. That’s going to mean that I get the joy and privilege of offering salvation to 
sinners; calling people to believe, and repent, and to trust in Jesus.” That’s what it means to follow Jesus. That’s what it 
means to be a disciple. That’s what it means to take up your cross daily and follow Him. 

Jesus says, 
 

“Today, you will be with me in paradise.” 
 
The ESV Study Bible says this. I just copied this definition. 



 
“Paradise is another name for Heaven, the dwelling place of God, and the eternal home of the righteous. The 
Septuagint, which is the Greek translation of the Old Testament, originally written in Hebrew and translated into 
Greek, uses the same Greek word to refer to the Garden of Eden. Jesus’ words, therefore, may hint at a restoration 
of the intimate personal fellowship with God that exists in Eden before the fall.” 
 
Thank you, ESV Study Bible, but let me take a step further and say this, Jesus is saying, “Today, you will be 

restored to intimate fellowship with your Creator. The fellowship with God that you lost at the Garden, you can now 
have back.” No ‘seem,’ no ‘like,’ no ‘maybe,’ no ‘hmm’ --- Yes, we have a right relationship with God because Jesus died 
on the cross and rose again. He says that today you are going to experience that. If you are a Christian, if you are a child 
of God, like most of us in this building, we’ve experienced that. We know it. We’ve been made right with our God 
because Jesus died on the cross. He embraced the suffering. But He expects, and demands from us, that we take up our 
cross and follow Him and that we embrace it. Like Simon, we follow right behind Him, step for step. What an awesome 
picture. Simon’s two boys are growing up now with a father who follows Jesus, and they follow Jesus. 

If you don’t know Jesus— if you, like the bad thief, the rulers, and soldiers, mock this idea, and your heart is hard 
in sin, and you’ve demanded that God prove it to you before you submit, hear Jesus’ warning and weep tears of 
repentance because wrath is coming. God has appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness. 
Judgment is coming, so repent, turn, let go of your sin, release it, and trust in the perfect life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus, because He loves you. He loves you. He drank the cup of God’s wrath so that you wouldn’t have to. So, believe in 
Him, trust in Him. Today, you can start to live out what it means to be back in a right relationship with the Father. 

Pray with me. 
Lord Jesus, God, you are so good, that you would bear the weight of the sin of the world on your shoulder and 

take the time to warn us, to pray for us, to offer salvation, to teach us what it looks like to follow you. I’m overwhelmed 
by you. I pray for our church that we would begin to look like Simon of Cyrene, that we would embrace the suffering, 
embrace whatever difficulty it might mean, whatever mocking, whatever pain it might take to follow you closely so that 
other people can hear the truth of the Gospel, and so we can offer people—men who are dying, and women who are 
dying in sin—that we can offer them the goodness of the Gospel for your glory. Lord Jesus, we love you and we need 
you. I pray that, right now, that you would receive the glory that you alone are due through these songs. In Christ’s 
name, Amen.
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Hey, everybody. I hope everybody is doing well and had a nice Sunday. Zach talked about how we are going to 
be talking about the death of Jesus and how it is a somber thing to talk about. We are picking up the crucifixion story 
midway through. Last week, when Rob was teaching, he talked us halfway through the crucifixion story and now we are 
picking up the second half. I’ll confess to you that last week it was so pretty, and warm, and nice that we spent all 
Sunday throwing the football, jumping on the trampoline, reading in hammocks, and we had a picnic with some fried 
chicken. Last Sunday was fantastic. It was so good, but I admit that I came in here at 6pm kind of mentally and 
emotionally unprepared to think through the crucifixion. So, when I sat down after the singing and Rob started 
preaching, it took me a little while to get mentally prepared for entering into the crucifixion. So, just as you’ve been 
chilling and enjoying your Sunday, as you should—you know if you’ve ever been to a funeral that’s far off and you have 
to travel to it, you don’t stay somber the whole way up to the funeral because you still have to pump gas in your car, and 
stop at a gas station, and do things like that, but at some point you have to sober up because of the weight of what you 
are fixing to enter into. So, if you’ve not yet done that, take a moment as we read the verses to kind of sober up and get 
ready because we’re about to attend a funeral. We are talking about the actual burial of Jesus, His actual last words, and 
His last breath. So, if you’ve not met prepared mentally, let’s get there. 

The reason we are talking about it, of course, is that this is the most important event in history—the death and 
the resurrection of Christ. It’s the most important event in history. So, let me read these verses before I read our text for 
tonight, just to remind you of why we would enter into such a somber place on a Sunday night when Duke and Kansas 
are playing. Why would we enter into such a somber place? Because of these verses. Philippians 3:10, 

 
“That I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.” 
 
Becoming like Him in His death. 1 Corinthians 2:1-5, Paul says, 
 

“And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with 
lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 and my speech and my message 
were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.” 
 
So, tonight, we are preaching Christ crucified, so we can know Him, so we can become like Him in His death, and 

so that our faith might rest in the power of God.  
To remind you where we were last week, we were in Luke 23, and when Rob was preaching he covered the parts 

about Jesus carrying His cross. What he was talking about was Jesus even modeling discipleship for us as He is stopping 
along the way to be crucified to minister to people. To talk to the ladies that were there, to serve as He’s going, and how 
on the cross He talked to the thief and prayed, “Father, forgive them. They don’t know what they’re doing.” And God 
did. He forgave. He forgave us. 

And now we hit the second half of Jesus’ time on the cross. It’s six hours and we are hitting the second half, the 
last three hours, and the mood changes pretty drastically for the last three hours. It’s a somber time; literally, a dark 
time. It’s a quiet three hours. So, I’m going to pick up in verse 44 and we’re going to go to the end of the chapter, 
hopefully, tonight. 

 
“It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 

hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling 
out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And having said this he breathed 
his last. 47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, ‘Certainly this 
man was innocent!’ 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had 
taken place, returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had 
followed him from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 



50 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member 
of the council, a good and righteous man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he 
was looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then 
he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had 
ever yet been laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who 
had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 Then they 
returned and prepared spices and ointments. 

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.” 
 

Jesus,	I	pray	that	you	would	give	us	insight	into	your	Word.	Please	guard	and	guide	my	mouth	as	I	speak,	
and	I	pray	that	your	Holy	Spirit,	just	as	you	promised	in	John	16,	would	take	the	things	that	you’ve	said	to	us	and	
explain	them	to	us,	God.	I	pray	that	your	Word	would	come	alive	by	the	power	of	your	Spirit.	We	love	you,	Lord	
Jesus.	In	your	name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
Alright, let’s go back to verse 44. It was about the sixth hour. So, it is noon. It’s high noon in Jerusalem and it says 

it was now about the sixth hour and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour while the Sun’s light 
failed. This had to be a freaky time. You think about noon to 3. If you’re out at night it can be a little freaky if you don’t 
have a light and you’re not near anything like that. But, if you are out in the middle of the day—picture where you were 
at noon today. Think about it. Then, the Sun turns off and stays off for three hours. These guys are not in a place that has 
emergency flood lights. They’re not in a place where the homes have lights. They don’t have headlights from cars. They 
don’t have lanterns with them. They don’t have phones with flashlights. It goes completely dark. It’s interesting, because 
the Father is not passive while the Son is on the cross. He shows up and the mood completely changes. Because, at first, 
around the cross the mood is light. They’re joking, they are making fun, they are dressing Jesus up like a king. Everything 
is light and mocking—then God shows up and everything gets real serious, real fast. God shows up and then everything 
changes from mocking to nearly silent. There is hardly any word spoken for three hours in the black. I imagine that 
eventually they brought lights in, and they brought candles in, but how long did it take them to find them in the dark? 

Have you ever been in the dark and not truly know where you were. I have not. I’ve been in the fog and not truly 
known where I was. If you go a bit east of here, to Pisgah National Forest, it will hit in the middle of the day to where the 
fog is so thick that you can’t see the end of your arm almost. Headlamps won’t do anything. I got stuck one time in fog 
so thick that I had no idea where I was. It was super freaky. Even in the dark, if you get a little bit disoriented, your eyes 
adjust after a while and there is some light coming in from somewhere and you usually can find your way after a while. 
But this is black. This is not that all of a sudden it became night and the stars came out. This is black darkness. This is 
different. It’s a divine darkness that fell on the land for three hours. 

Time out. Did this really happen? Because, if so, then history should have written about it, right? The sky goes 
black in the middle of the day today and everybody is going to write about it, right? There are going to be news shows 
for years about the day the Sun went black. Everyone is thinking, “Maybe it was this…maybe it was that.” Who knows 
what it was? But, if this really happened then history should have said something about it. Well, they did. Most folks 
believe that this is a localized darkness; that it’s not darkness around the whole globe, or else historians from all over 
would have written about it. But, local historians did write about it. There was a guy named Thallus, who is a first 
century historian, and he said it was an eclipse of the Sun. Now, thankfully, we have been through that, haven’t we190? 
All of us know what an eclipse looks like, and it does not look like total darkness for three hours, does it? All of us have 
lived through that. This guy, Julius Africanus, wrote in AD52, and here is his quote. He was talking about Thallus and his 
theory that it was an eclipse. He says, 

 
“Thallus, in the third book of his histories, explains away this darkness as an eclipse of the sun - unreasonably, as it seems to 

me (unreasonably, of course, because a solar eclipse could not take place at the time of the full moon and it was at the season of the 
Paschal full moon that Christ dies.” 

 
Interesting, right? If it’s a full moon, you can’t have a solar eclipse at the time of the full moon. They are at 

opposite ends. So, it doesn’t really matter what caused it. They could have said it was aliens. It doesn’t really matter 
what reasons they come up with to decide why the Sun went black. The fact is that these historians are saying that 
everything went black for three hours. That gives credibility to this. People are talking about it in the first century. Why 

                                                             
190 A total solar eclipse was visible in much of the United States on August 21, 2017, including Andrews, NC. 



did the sky go black? This other historian whose name is Phlegon also records the darkness and he records the 
earthquake. He dates them both according to the 202nd Olympiad, the 202nd Olympic games at that time. He says that at 
the year of the 202nd Olympiad, that’s when the darkness and the earthquake happened. We know that the Gospel 
writers write about it. These guys were historians. They were there but a lot of people will throw them out because they 
will say they are biased. But, we have eyewitness accounts of it right here. The most credible accounts of it are in the 
Gospels. Peter appeals back to it in Acts 2. He’s appealing to a crowd and he says, “You guys saw it. Y’all saw the 
darkness that was prophesied from long ago from Joel. Y’all saw this,” and no one in the crowd objects. Everyone knows 
they saw it. Tertullian, a hundred fifty years after Jesus died, appeals to the history books and the record of the 
darkness, saying, 

 
“You, yourselves, have the account of this world-portent still in your archives.” 
 
He’s saying, “Y’all know it. It’s in your history books. You need to read about the darkness.” So, if this event 

really happened, historians should have written about it, and here they did, and it seems like a localized phenomenon. 
The sky went black for three hours. 

Now, we know that this is not an eclipse. If we look at astronomy, this doesn’t line up with natural patterns. 
There wouldn’t have been an eclipse at that day. Right, it’s not. We aren’t saying that it was an eclipse because a full 
moon and eclipse don’t happen at the same time. We know that. We know that eclipses don’t last long. If y’all watched 
the eclipse, hopefully with glasses on, you saw that it was really bright and then everything got super weird for a while. 
To me, it was like evening time but a weird feeling evening time, like maybe a rain cloud at evening time, then all of a 
sudden it popped out again from the side and it was bright again. It was such a weird, eerie time but it only lasted a few 
minutes. So, eclipses aren’t really that long and they are not really that dark, and we know that this is the wrong time. 
We are not saying that this is an eclipse. It can’t be naturally explained because it wasn’t natural. This is a miracle. A 
miracle is an interruption of natural processes. It is something supernatural—outside of natural. That’s what we believed 
happened. Just like thirty-three years earlier. Remember, thirty-three years earlier, on the night Jesus was born, the 
darkness was split with light. Supernatural light interrupted and split the darkness. It’s crazy that at the bookend of 
Jesus’ life here that supernatural darkness interrupted and split the light. It’s crazy to think about. 

So, why did the sky go black? A commentator named Philip Ryken points out three reasons and I add a fourth in 
here.  

1) Some people say that the sky went black because of the evil of the day that Christ died. There was so much 
evil. Jesus was talking about this in Luke 22:53. He said, 

 
“When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your 

hour, and the power of darkness.” 
 
This is a dark day, a dark hour. God is dying. This is a dark hour. The Sun hid because of the darkness of evil. 

Some people say it symbolized the evil of the day. 
 
2) Some people say it symbolized the sorrow of God. Amos 8:9-10, 
 

“And on that day,” declares the Lord God, 
    “I will make the sun go down at noon 
    and darken the earth in broad daylight. 
10 I will turn your feasts (like the Passover) into mourning 
    and all your songs into lamentation; 
I will bring sackcloth on every waist 
    and baldness on every head; 
I will make it like the mourning for an only son 
    and the end of it like a bitter day.” 

 
I heard one author say that God is covering the world in sackcloth and coloring the world in His grief; rending His 

inner garment with grief. Now, when we think about the emotion of God it’s a confusing thing because we know God 



doesn’t feel emotion the way we do. We get controlled by our emotions and act. God controls His emotions. It’s not the 
same in that sense. But some people say the darkness here symbolized the sorrow of God. 

 
3) Some people say the darkness symbolized the presence of God. Oftentimes, when God shows up, especially in 

the Old Testament, He’s accompanied by darkness. This usually happens in times of covenant or in times of judgment. 
Covenant and judgment. In Genesis 15:12, God is meeting with Abraham. Remember how He splits those animals and 
walks through in that covenant with Abraham? It’s a covenant together and it says, 

 
“As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great 

darkness fell upon him.” 
 
God was there in the darkness. Exodus 10, when God sends the plagues on Egypt, 
 

“Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness 
over the land of Egypt, a darkness that can be felt.’” 
 
Whoo! This is God’s hand in judgment. The first was God’s hand in covenant. This is God’s hand in judgment but 

they are both the presence of God. In Exodus 19, on Mt. Sinai, where God is giving the Law to the people, the people are 
trembling because they look up on the mountain and there is darkness, and lightning, and a sound like a great trumpet, 
and a voice that is thundering. It’s the presence of God who is accompanied by thick cloud and darkness.  

Here on the cross, it’s the presence of God in both covenant and judgment; covenant with us, judgment on 
Jesus. It’s good. 

 
4) The last thing. Why the darkness? Some people say it symbolizes the wrath of God. Zephaniah 1:15, 
 

“A day of wrath is that day, 
    a day of distress and anguish, 
a day of ruin and devastation, 
    a day of darkness and gloom, 
a day of clouds and thick darkness,” 

 
Over, and over, and over, in the Prophets, God’s coming wrath is referred to as the day of darkness. Joel 2:1-2, 
 

“It is near, 
2 a day of darkness and gloom, 
    a day of clouds and thick darkness!” 

 
Amos 5:20, 
 

“Is not the day of the Lord darkness, and not light, 
    and gloom with no brightness in it?” 

 
This isn’t to say that all these verses are specifically talking about the crucifixion or only the crucifixion but it is to 

say that there are these motifs where the sorrow and wrath of God are wrapped up in darkness. There are motifs for 
God’s presence, the wrath of God, sorrow, and the evil of the day. All these things are present and the darkness 
demonstrates that this is no normal day. This is not a normal crucifixion. This is not a normal man. This is not normal evil. 
This is not normal sorrow. This is not normal wrath. This is more than eerie. Me getting caught in the fog was eerie—this 
is horror. This is wrath. The most powerful Being in history is mad and He is all-powerful and none can stop His hand. 
This is terrifying. The day has turned to darkness. What’s happening here—and y’all know this—what’s happening here 
is that in this time of darkness innumerable sins are being placed on innocent Jesus. They are being concentrated onto 
one figure and Jesus is becoming sin in this dark moment and in these dark hours. Jesus is becoming sin. So, murder, and 
adultery, and violence, are all going onto Jesus; all being concentrated into one spot. The sin of all mankind are on Jesus 
and Jesus becomes sin on this dark day of God’s presence, of covenant, of judgment, of wrath, of sorrow, and of evil all 



together. All the sin comes on Jesus in these dark hours and then God shows up and, in a sense, He unleashes Hell on 
Jesus. God unleashes Hell on Jesus. This is God’s fierce anger. The most powerful Being in history is angry and He is 
focusing all of that anger on Jesus because He has your sin, and your sin, and my sin, and the sins of all the world 
concentrated in one spot. This is fierce anger unleashed. This is nightmarish fury. But it’s metered. It’s not out of control. 
It’s measured anger. It’s omnipotent violence against sin, against evil, against Jesus. This is the wrath of Yahweh. In a 
sense, He’s unleashed Hell on Jesus. This is the outer darkness, this is gnashing of teeth, concentrated on Jesus. 

Whew! But, thanks be to God, He concentrated on Jesus not you. That is God’s grace. Whoo-hoo! That is God’s 
grace. He took your sin—if you’re in Christ—He took your sin and put it on Jesus. Then, He took Jesus’ innocence and put 
it on you. But He unleashed Hell on Jesus. He did it because He loves you. You have not committed a sin that can trump 
God’s grace. No sin is stronger than Jesus’ work on the cross. God’s wrath on Jesus is sufficient to pay for your sin, if we 
call on Him, if we believe in Him, if we repent. So, thanks be to God that He poured out His wrath on Jesus instead of us. 
Jesus got what we deserved. 

This time, God didn’t pour out His wrath on the crowd, on the Romans, on the sinners. He moved the sin from 
the sinners and put it on Jesus, and Jesus became our sin, and God then poured out His wrath on top of Jesus. While this 
is happening, the curtain is torn in two. The veil, the curtain of the Temple, is torn in two. Zach talked about this a little 
while ago in the call to worship. If you’ve been with the church for a while, way back in the day we went through the 
book of Exodus, and we really went into great detail about the Tabernacle, the Temple, the veil, the Most Holy Place. If 
you haven’t listened to those sermons, go back and listen to them because they will give you a good context. I don’t 
have time to go into detail about all of that right now. But, we know that the veil separated the Holy Place, where the 
priests could go, from the Most Holy Place, where God’s presence was. One time a year the high priest could go back 
there but not on this day, not on the Passover. It’s easy to get the different feasts confused. The priests could go in there 
on the Day of Atonement, which is a different time of year than this. This is the Passover. They are different times, so 
nobody is going into the Most Holy Place today. This is a different feast but that’s what the veil is there for, separating 
the presence. What’s crazy is that the veil itself, in Herod’s Temple, is about thirty feet by thirty feet square. They say it’s 
about as thick as a man’s hand so it’s about an inch thick, and woven, and embroidered on. That is a thick, thick piece of 
material, thirty feet tall, and thirty feet wide. It’s a little over an inch thick and Luke says, 

 
“And the curtain of the Temple was torn in two.” 

 
Another book will tell us that it’s torn from top to bottom. Somebody was there and watched it happen. 

Somebody was in the Holy Place while it was ripped and torn from top to bottom. The scene gets even crazier here in a 
minute because you will see everything is happening at once. Remember, as all of this is happening it is pitch black. It’s 
dark everywhere. Inside the Holy Place there was a candle stand that had seven candles on it and maybe that was lit at 
this point, but it’s a dark, dark place. We know that the veil is torn, from what Zach read earlier, because Jesus, himself, 
is entering the Most Holy Place with His own blood for us. It’s so good. 

This isn’t like they would do with a lamb, where they would have to repeat that sacrifice the next year and then, 
oh yeah, if I sinned again next week and then the next week, you could spend your life sacrificing lambs. Oops…sinned 
again…sacrifice a lamb…here we go again. You sacrifice a lamb and then shoot, you sinned again—sacrifice another 
lamb. The process never ends for an Old Testament believer. But Jesus enters in once and for all and pays for it all. And 
we get to be recipients of that; what a great time we live in. Jesus enters in behind the veil with His own blood. I’m not 
going to read the whole passage that Zach read, but starting in verse 12 of Hebrews 9. 

 
“He entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats and calves but 

by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.” 
 
That means that’s how He bought you forever. “Thus securing an eternal redemption”—that’s how Jesus bought 

you forever.  
Verse 13, 
 

“For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a 
heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God.” 



 
So, there are two things in this that we see that are symbolic of the veil of the Temple torn in two. Number one, 

we just read it; once and for all this pays for our sins. The second thing is that once and for all we have access straight to 
God. Think about the priests going up in there and the veil ripping. They’re thinking, “Oh, no. I’m going to see God and 
die.” Nope. God died so that you could see Him. You have access to Him. You can go straight in there. You can see God. 
You have access to the Holy of Holies. 

Hebrews 10, 
 

“Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain…” 
 
What rich language. I’m going to read it again. 
 

“Since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living 
way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through His flesh…” 
 
The curtain is His flesh, torn for us. 
 

“…and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water.” 
 
Now, because of Jesus, we can draw near to God with confidence. Not because of what we’ve done. We’ve only 

messed up. But because of what He’s done—He took our screw ups and put them on Him and then blasted it. We get His 
innocence so we can go in. We have access. 

I encourage you to study the book of John. When we did a study here at Red Oak of the book of John, in chapter 
19 we went into a lot of detail about the timing of the Passover. We asked if this was the day of preparation of the 
Passover or the day of the Passover? How does that all work? We went into a lot of detail and showed some charts. If 
you are confused about all of that, go back and look at John 19, at those sermons, or study it on your own. But this is the 
Passover. Remember, way back in the day, the Passover was something that happened in people’s houses. In Egypt, the 
angel of death is passing over and they are putting the blood on their doorposts. Then, for a long time, this was a 
ceremony that happened privately in people’s homes. But, somewhere along the way this transitioned into the temples. 
It is kind of strange transition and it’s hard to find a lot of information about how they did the Passover here. 

The picture on the screen is a computer graphic of Herod’s Temple. Obviously, it was destroyed in AD70, so we 
don’t have much, if any, of the Temple left. Herod’s Temple was a huge structure and on the Passover day it was the 
biggest and most-attended festival. The Day of Atonement was a really big day but the Passover was for entire families. 
More people came to the Passover than any other event, so Jerusalem would swell. In fact, Josephus said that there 
were three million people in Jerusalem in AD65. Some people say that is an exaggeration but we know that Felix—
remember the king that Paul talked to—numbered it at 1.6 million. So, it was a huge number of folks. He even had the 
kidneys from the sacrifices that he was counting to come up with that number. We know that it’s a huge number of 
people who are coming into Jerusalem. We know that it’s at least hundreds and hundreds of thousands of people. 

Now, what they would do is go in shifts. This is one of the only times that common people could come into the 
outer courts. So, they went in shifts and there would typically be three shifts when they could go in for the sacrifice of 
the Passover lamb, and then they would go back to their houses and have the meal, the Seder. But the first part would 
take place in the Temple and, basically, what would happen is that you and a couple hundred thousand of your closest 
friends would go into the courtyard with your lambs and it would be like an assembly line. Everybody would one, two, 
three kill the lambs and the priests would catch the blood in the bowls and then they would take the blood on throw it 
on the altar while they sang the Hallel. They would blow on the shofar, and they would have a set cadence for the 
sacrifice, and they would sing this specific song when they threw the blood. Now, there was one specific Passover lamb 
that was for the sins of the whole nation. At 3PM they would sacrifice that lamb. That’s when the shofar would blow this 
specific blast of long and broken notes and then they would kill that one lamb at 3PM. 

So, keep in mind that everything has been dark for three hours. Think about millions of people crowding into a 
strange city. Nobody brought a headlamp and all their candles are packed up. How are they making it through the 



darkness? It’s chaos in this city. Jesus is dying on the outskirts of the city and it’s black throughout this overcrowded city. 
It’s just chaos everywhere. This is fantastic. What’s happening is crazy. There’s darkness until 3PM and Jesus is breathing 
His last breaths that we get here in verse 46. Jesus is dying right at the same time that everyone is stumbling around in 
the dark, trying to get there for the sacrifice, and just at 3PM, when Jesus is dying, the veil is being torn, they are blowing 
on the shofar because the Passover lamb is being killed---but He’s being killed out there.  Out there. There’s where the 
real sacrifice is going on. Emmanuel, God is with us. God is not there behind the veil. We have access now. God is here, 
Emmanuel, God with us. The real Passover lamb is being killed on the hill at the same time. The symbolism is so cool. 
Because, I imagine right as He is screaming His last words, the people there at the cross hear the shofar in the distance. 
They can hear the call going out to kill those lambs, as they are stumbling around in the dark and not realizing that this is 
the visitation and the wrath of God being poured out. They are stumbling around in the dark looking for knives. It’s a 
crazy scene. Then, Matthew tells us, oh, there’s also an earthquake. Everything’s dark, the shofar’s being blown, animals 
are being killed, the veil’s being torn, the earth starts shaking and people start coming up out of the grave. This is the 
most exciting moment in history. Can you imagine? No, nobody can. What a crazy moment. God is dying for you, for that 
thing you just did. He’s taking it on himself and giving you His innocence. He’s making everything black, and shaking 
everything up, and ripping the veil to say that this is a huge deal; this is the most important event in history. What 
happens, essentially, is that this is the biggest religious day of the year and Jesus ends it. He totally ends it. He shows a 
direct view into God’s chamber and God’s not there. He’s here and with us. I’d have paid money to watch the priests 
enter into there. “If I see God I’ll die.” No, on this day God died so you could see Him. We can have full access. It was the 
instantaneous end of the priesthood as they knew it, the instantaneous end of the Temple, the end of the sacrifices—all 
instantly obsolete, or at least they should have been. But those guys get a new veil or they stitched that one up and they 
started doing it all over again. “God’s behind the veil. We can’t enter in there.” His Spirit left hundreds of years ago but 
these guys didn’t realize it. Now, the whole system is obsolete but they keep on doing that until God finally destroys the 
whole Temple. 

Verse 46, 
 

“Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And 
having said this he breathed his last.” 
 
These are Jesus’ last words and it’s a prayer from Psalm 31. He only adds the word, “Father.” This is really cool. 

David said, “Into your hands I commit my spirit,” and Jesus adds the word, “Father.” We can see that Father is a term 
that Jesus uses and allows us to use because now, because of our access, we are adopted in as daughters and sons; no 
longer enemies but family. We see snapshots of Jesus calling God “Father.” He said, “Didn’t you know I must be in my 
Father’s house?” or “This is my Son in whom I am well pleased. I and the Father are One.” “Father, if you’re willing, 
remove this cup from me.” “Father, forgive them, they don’t know what they do.” And, at the last, Jesus is addressing 
God as “Daddy,” as “Father,” as “Abba.” But He’s lucid here. He’s clear. He’s rejected the fog of the painkillers that they 
wanted to give Him. He’s very clear, and with this sentence, Jesus lays down His life. It’s on purpose. You can’t call your 
own death. You can’t say, “And now, I will die,” and you’re done. You might think you’re close to dying but with this 
sentence Jesus lays down His life. It’s His call and He’s in charge. There’s no whimpering; there’s no incoherent 
wondering when death will come. This is a loud announcement. MacArthur says this, 

 
“This Man took death by His own will and made it His servant.” 

 
I love it. This isn’t a whimper—it’s a scream. With a loud voice, He says, “Into your hands I commit my spirit.” 

Done. He lays down His life. In that moment, He’s not only totally in charge in laying down His life for us, but also, like 
Rob said last week, this is discipleship; He’s caring for us. 

How comforting have these words been for those of you who have known someone who has known Christ and 
died? Knowing that their spirit is being committed into the Father’s hands. Not into nothingness, not into a hole in the 
ground. That’s where their spirit is going. They die and they are with the Father. So, Jesus’ last words are leaving us with 
comfort for the future. This has brought so much comfort to many bedsides. We know that the early Church started 
saying this as they died. Even Stephen, in Acts 7, as he dies he says, “Lord, Jesus, receive my spirit.” Countless martyrs 
and saints since have said this. Because of the torn veil that trip is shorter, because we can draw near to God this side of 
death. So, that trip to being in the presence of God is shorter now. Because of the torn veil that trip is shorter; we are 
already in God’s presence. 



Look what happens right after Jesus dies. It says, 
 

“Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!’ And 
having said this he breathed his last.” 
 
Verse 47, 
 

“Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, ‘Certainly this man 
was innocent!’” 
 
Here’s a spot of light in the dark. Here’s a spot of life in death. It shows us that the story is not over. Jesus is still 

doing it with His last breath. With His last words He is calling and drawing people to himself. It’s so good. 
So, this is the third miracle that we see here on the cross. There’s more that you see in Matthew when it talks 

about people raising from the dead. But in Luke, this is the third miracle that you see. Because, you see the darkness, 
you see the veil torn, and you see conversion. These are the three miracles that Luke shows us around the cross. I think 
that this miracle is the biggest one. I think that conversion is the biggest miracle. It’s not bigger in symbol but I think it’s 
bigger in effect—that this man went from death to life. He praises God. In Mark, the centurion added, “Truly, this man 
was the Son of God.” In Luke, he says, “Certainly, this man was innocent.” The word that he uses doesn’t specifically 
mean ‘innocent,’—it means ‘righteous.’ “Certainly, this one was holy.” “Certainly, this one was righteous.” Mark has him 
saying, “Certainly, this man was not only holy but the Son of God.” What’s funny is that this guy is the only one who is 
recorded as praising God at the cross, and he’s a Gentile. All the Jews are stumbling around in the dark. He’s a Gentile; 
he’s a Roman; he’s a soldier; he’s an outcast—just like us. 

Verse 48, 
 

“And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, 
returned home beating their breasts.” 
 
This crowd had changed in six hours. Remember, they were rowdy. They were cutting up. They were yelling, and 

calling names, and screaming at Jesus. They were laughing and making fun, “Come down off the cross.” Look at the 
mood shift that had happened. The mood had changed and now hearts are heavy. They go home beating their breasts. A 
lot of times in Scripture this is seen not only as a sign of mourning but a sign of guilt or of repentance. Here’s the 
question—why is this crowd not at Herod’s Temple? It’s sacrifice time. Maybe these guys aren’t religious. Maybe they 
are just some outcast guys who just want to hang around and see. Maybe they got the third shift, and they are religious, 
and they’re waiting until their turn. But I think that maybe these guys are blind and it’s the lowly and the outcast who 
are seeing. We don’t know what’s going on in their hearts but we know they are having deep emotion. We know that 
everything has shifted here. I think that maybe the Lord, here, is prepping hearts for what He’s going to do through 
Peter and Pentecost. I think He’s prepping hearts all day. These guys are going home, beating their breasts, and thinking 
about, “What did I just see? Why was it dark? Why did He scream that? Was this man truly, certainly innocent?” I think 
their hearts are prepped so that when Peter preaches thousands of people get saved. They had to come from 
somewhere. When Peter preaches he says, “And a great many priests got saved.” I’ll bet you it was the old boy who 
walked in and saw and heard the veil r-i-p. Peter started talking about Jesus and that priest was like, “Yep, yep, yep, I’m 
in.” A great many priests got saved on that day. 

Verse 49, 
 

“And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a 
distance watching these things.” 
 
They moved. That’s kind of weird. They moved. They were pretty close when Jesus said, “Woman, behold your 

son,” and that little conversation. But, at this point, they’ve moved back a bit and it seems like they are watching. Maybe 
they didn’t want to see the last few minutes. Maybe they’ve just taken a step back because six hours is a long time to be 
there. I don’t know. They are probably sad, and confused, and they are quiet, and processing. What a scene. The scene is 
closing here with Jesus’ death. It’s the most powerful event in history—the death and resurrection of Jesus. Here in one 
scene we see three miracles—darkness, which is the wrath of God poured out; the veil torn, which is the way that God 



opened, and conversion, which is enemies made into sons. We praise God for that. We praise God with the centurion, 
because Jesus is innocent but He was made guilty on our behalf and that’s the hope of the Gospel. That’s the point of 
the cross—that Jesus takes our guilt and gives us His innocence if we trust in Him. He takes on the wrath that we 
deserve. He makes us, who were enemies, into sons and daughters and He makes a way for us to draw near with 
confidence. 

Now, I have a few minutes. Let me talk about the burial. The burial is something that a lot of times we skip over, 
but the burial is apparently very important. A lot of creeds include the burial. It was prophesied in detail. It’s so 
important that all four gospels include the burial even though they don’t include some other details. In fact, all four 
gospels mention Joseph of Arimathea by name. So, it’s a very important detail in these last couple of verses. 

Verse 50, 
 

“Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a member of 
the council, a good and righteous man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action; and he 
was looking for the kingdom of God.” 
 
Joseph of Arimathea is my new favorite character. This guy is a stud. He’s awesome. Think about the scene. 

Joseph of Arimathea is a member of the council. The burial is really important and it was prophesied way back in Isaiah 
53. In Isaiah 53:9, it says, 

 
“And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death.” 

 
For so long, I thought, “Which is it? Did He make His grave with the wicked or was He with a rich man in His 

death?” It’s prophesied in detail. They made Him a grave with the wicked because people who were hung on a cross 
rotted on a cross or they were thrown into a common pit. They made Him a grave with the wicked. He could have died 
with the wicked on the cross but in His death He actually went with a rich man. Isaiah prophesied it six hundred years 
before this. It’s crazy. 

So, Joseph of Arimathea was a good man. The word that’s used is the same word as righteous. It’s the same 
word used of Christ. Christ was righteous on His own and Joseph had Jesus’ righteousness imputed to Him. He was also 
so important that all four gospels mention him by name. Matthew is the one who tells us that he’s rich. This is one of 
those rich men that we will meet in Heaven. It’s hard for a rich man to enter into Heaven but Joseph got there. He was a 
member of the council, so the question is that since the council was so often opposed to Jesus, did he follow Jesus 
openly? Not at all. John tells us that he was so scared that he did not follow Jesus around. He was like Nicodemus who 
came to Jesus at night. This is the only mention of him because fear kept him hidden—until the trial, because he wasn’t 
fearful when they tried to crucify Jesus. Apparently, he stood up to the mob. He seems to have stood up to the whole 
Jewish council. The courage of this guy! Some people will say, “But they say that the whole council condemned Jesus, so 
maybe Joseph took a leave of absence on this day.” No, I think that’s just using common language. It doesn’t say, “And 
unanimously, to the man, the council condemned Jesus.” In these verses, it seems to be saying that when the council 
wanted to condemn Jesus that Joseph of Arimathea said, “No. This is wrong to do.” He’s been quiet and scared his 
whole life but at the right time he took his stand with Jesus. He has been fearful. Think about this council; they are 
powerful, they are violent, they are murderous, they are yelling. Probably, Joseph of Arimathea is our source for the 
trial. We probably know what actually happened during the trial from Joseph of Arimathea. It took a lot of courage. 

Verse 52, 
 

“This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.” 
 
What?! This took a lot of courage, to be the only man, seemingly, who valued Jesus; Roman or Jewish. Don’t 

forget that at this point all of the disciples, except for John, have scattered. They are nowhere to be found and this man 
is stepping up and going to a political leader who just put the guy you are following to death for thirty pieces of silver. 
Don’t think they won’t put you in the ground for fifteen or none. He is risking his life going before Roman Pilate and 
saying, “I would like to have the body.” This is huge. Not only is he risking his life with the Romans, he’s risking his life 
with the council. They are the ones who are the masterminds behind this whole thing. He’s risking his life in a huge way. 
Like Peter, who found forgiveness and courage after his betrayal, Joseph put down his fear, took up his cross, and 



courageously followed Jesus. And look who goes with Joseph. John tells us that it’s Nicodemus, the man who came to 
Jesus at night. 

Look at the scene. It’s so cool. The scene is all of these guys who were like, “Jesus, I’ll follow you to the death,” 
but they’re gone. And look who shows up. Joseph of Arimathea, who was too scared to follow Jesus, and is now standing 
up to everybody, and Nicodemus, who was too scared to follow Jesus so he sought Him out at night. Now, these guys 
are out in the open following Jesus. They are being marked with Jesus. Nicodemus even brings a ton of spices. The 
disciples mostly ran, and the men who are stepping up are Joseph and Nicodemus, private followers who are now 
coming out publically in a moment when it would have been the easiest time in the world to shrink back. Everybody ran 
or quietly bowed out but these guys are stepping up and it took courage. Fantastic. Mark 15 tells us, 

 
“Joseph of Arimathea took courage and went to Pilate.” 

 
It took courage to do it. Some commentators believe that as he’s going in to ask Pilate for the body that the guys 

Pilate told to break Jesus’ legs are coming out. He would be passing members of the council as he went in. I don’t know 
about that but the timing is close, at least. But it took courage for him not only to ask Pilate but to go on the hill and tell 
the soldiers, “Hey, I’ve got a letter from Pilate. I need to take this body.” “You’re not taking anything.” “Yes, I’ve got to 
take this body.” 

So, verse 53, 
 

“Then he took it down and wrapped it in a linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, 
where no one had ever yet been laid.” 
 
What a job for a rich man to do. What service. He took the broken body of Jesus down from the cross. He got a 

ladder, and ropes, he climbed up, knowing this is going to make him ceremonially unclean for the Passover, and he 
touches the dead body, and he takes those nails that are flattened out by hammer strokes, and takes Jesus’ wrists and 
works them over the nails. It’s not an easy job. It’s not a clean job. Maybe he cut but we know he didn’t break bones. We 
know he took those swollen, bloody feet, and took them off the nails. We know he lowered Him down with a linen 
shroud and then this courageous, rich man washed Jesus’ body, like a servant. He didn’t just wash His feet, He washed 
His corpse. He served. He was courageous. He gave his best; his own, unused tomb. It was costly on every level. We can 
learn from Joseph of Arimathea; to take our stand with Jesus at the cross, to serve, and to give, and it will be costly. How 
much pressure do you think Joseph of Arimathea was under when that body went missing? Everybody knew who took 
the body and all eyes were on him. “Hey, Joseph, what did you? Why’d you come asking for it? You going to go hide it? 
Are you in cahoots with these guys?” What happened to Joseph of Arimathea after this? You can get in a really 
fascinating internet rabbit hole with this. Some people say that Joseph of Arimathea caught a cup of Jesus’ blood in the 
holy grail and gave it to Indiana Jones. Seriously, about the holy grail and the Knights Templar, there is all kinds of 
garbage. But, there are some fascinating stories about Joseph of Arimathea. Some people say that he surely went to 
prison for burying Jesus. Some legends will say that Jesus, himself, visited Joseph in prison and took him and laid him 
back in his own bed. Some legends say that Joseph headed to Great Britain and there he gave the message of the Gospel 
to the barbarians that were there. There is a tomb in Glastonbury, England, that has his name on it. I don’t know but I 
like to think that wherever Joseph ended up that he carried on, that he had courage, that he served others, and that he 
continued looking for the kingdom of God courageously. 

The last couple of verses. I will just read them. I love the way the scene comes to a close because we are about 
to come to the resurrection. Next week is Easter and I’m going to leave this for Zach. 

 
“It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The women who had come 

with him (Jesus) from Galilee followed (Joseph of Arimathea) and saw the tomb and how his body was 
laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to 
the commandment.” 
 
What’s fixing to happen? Everybody knows. I’ll leave those verses for Zach but do note the timeline as you read 

these verses. Note the fact that the women followed Joseph to the tomb and knew where Jesus was buried, so they’re 
not going to stumble onto the wrong tomb later. They’re not idiots. They know where they’re going so they’re not going 
to accidentally stumble onto an empty tomb. 



There are a couple of things I think we should do here. We should see the courage and service of Joseph and we 
should take courage, take our stand with Christ at the cross, and we should serve. We should see the torn veil and see 
the access to God the Father through perfect Jesus. We should see the wrath of God that was aimed and fired at Jesus 
instead of us, and put our hope in Him 

Let’s pray. 
Jesus,	I	pray	that	we	would	learn	from	your	death,	from	your	last	words,	from	your	last	minute,	God,	from	

your	holy	wrath	that	was	poured	out	on	Jesus	so	that	we	could	get	your	holiness.	Jesus	I	thank	you	for	recording	
this	story	in	such	detail	so	we	can	relive	it	out,	God.	I	thank	you	that	you	didn’t	stay	dead	but	that	you	conquered	
death,	God,	and	gave	us	freedom.	God,	we	worship	you.	In	your	name	we	pray,	Amen.	

 
(Rob Conti) 
I’m going to read the benediction from Hebrews 13:20. 
 

“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you 
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.
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Luke 24:1-12 
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This has been an awesome night, already. Seeing little girls get baptized…the pollen count in the back jumped up 

where I was. Then, we were just singing songs about the resurrection. He’s cheated Hell and seated us above the fall. 
That’s so good. In desperate places He paid our wages one time, once and for all. That’s so good and that’s why we’re 
here. What’s crazy is that this is why we exist. We are celebrating, today, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
What we are doing is that we are coming together, and joining together, to celebrate the most important event that has 
ever taken place in human history, and it’s really easy for us to use the word ‘resurrected’ or ‘rose from the grave’ and 
not realize what an amazing thing this is that Jesus died, was buried, and on the third day rose back to life, on purpose. 
He did that and, as we will see tonight, He called it. He said that He was going to do this and He did this. Wow, this is 
awesome. 

If you are just visiting with us, we don’t do a baptism every week but maybe in two weeks. This is a brand new 
baptistery. It still has that new baptistery smell to it. Seriously, it’s weird. It’s an awkward smell. 

But, we’ve been going through the book of Luke together, the Gospel according to Luke, and we have 
intentionally timed it to where today we are in Luke 24. We are going to go through the first twelve verses and we are 
going to get to see Luke’s account of that first Lord’s Day, the first Resurrection Sunday. If you’ve been with us in the 
past, last week Spencer challenged us to think about it as if we were coming to a funeral. Because where we are in the 
text, Jesus has died. The God of the universe died and the disciples are freaked out. The disciples have no clue what’s 
happening. Because remember, in our study of the book of Luke we’ve been saying that Luke is presenting to us an 
upside-down kingdom. Right? You have God becoming a man, who serves the weak and lowly, surrounded by sinners. 
This is odd, right? Even more so tonight, this is an upside-down kingdom because the king died. 

The disciples had been following this Messiah. They were good Jews who expected this forever, from their 
parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, as long as they could remember back the past four thousand years. They 
had been expecting a Messiah to come who was going to set the Jewish people free. We had the Triumphal Entry a week 
ago and in their minds He is coming to set up His kingdom, and then He dies. We need to recapture that feeling. We 
need to try to think, “We’re hopeless. We’re lost.” Remember, the disciples, all of them, fled. We have Peter who is so 
freaked out that he even denies Jesus in front of somebody who saw him in the Garden. He cuts the ear off of a guy, and 
this guy’s relative, who was in the Garden, saw him and accused him, and Peter says, “No. I don’t know the guy.” 
“Really? I saw you cut my cousin’s ear off and you’re telling me you weren’t there?” This is the lowest of the low. 

The people who are following Jesus now—it looks like we have John. John is the only one of the twelve that 
made it, to our knowledge. We have a handful of women and then after Christ’s death we have two Jewish guys, Joseph 
and Nicodemus, who kind of come out of the shadows now. At least, they are going to take care of His body. 

The reason I say that we need to recapture this emotion is that we need to feel at a loss. We need to feel that 
loss so that we can feel the joy of the resurrection. It’s like you can’t ever recapture that emotion the first time you 
watch a movie where the hero looks defeated and you’re emotionally sucked in. You think, “How can this be?” Rocky is 
dizzy, staggering around, and his coach is telling him to stay down. Apollo already has his hands up in victory. What? It 
can’t get any worse than this. That’s where the disciples are—only we’re talking about four thousand years of 
expectation that just died with Jesus on the cross. Which brings us to our text. 

Luke 24:1-12. I’m going to read the whole thing, then I’m going to pray, and then we are going to go bit by bit 
through it. 

 
“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 

had prepared.” 
 
This is a group of women, by the way. 
 

“2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did not find 
the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in 
dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to 
them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he 
told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful 



men and be crucified and on the third day rise.’ 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from 
the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and 
Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to the 
apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 12 But Peter rose 
and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home 
marveling at what had happened.” 
 
Let’s pray. 
Gracious Father, I do pray that you will give me wisdom, that you will guide my thoughts and my words, as we 

proclaim your resurrection from the dead. I pray that each one of us in this room will be challenged by your Word on 
what we are going to do personally with the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and that through your Gospel 
message you will save sons and daughters into your kingdom this evening. For those of us who are your children, help us 
to be challenged by the truth of Christianity to be bold, Gospel witnesses to our friends, family, and community. In the 
name of Jesus, I pray. Amen. 

 
So, just a little bit of context—we are following a group of women here. The last time we saw these women was 

at the end of chapter 23. Spencer mentioned it last week. I’ll read this here. These are the women who had followed 
Jesus in Luke 23:55, 

 
“The women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his body was laid. 56 

Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment.” 
 
So, you have this group of women and it was important in their culture that they had to get Jesus in the ground; 

they had to get Him buried before the Sabbath started. That had to happen before sundown; they had to get Him in 
there. Alright, so they didn’t have time to really prepare His body like they normally would for a burial. So, this group of 
women followed Jesus to the tomb, they saw Him laid in the tomb, and presumably they saw the stone put in front of 
the tomb and sealed. Then, they went back and tried to get some spices together and ointment so that they could 
anoint His body for burial but they ran out of time. 

So, it’s interesting that they celebrated the Sabbath—this is the last Old Testament Sabbath. Isn’t that 
fascinating? They just celebrated the last Passover, which we talked about last week. After this point, Judaism has 
become obsolete, because Judaism, always and forever, had been pointing to Jesus. It was centered in Temple worship 
and when Jesus died on the cross the veil in the Temple was torn. Everything is changing—the veil is gone. They 
celebrated the last Passover because we don’t need Passover anymore, because we have a real Passover Lamb. Now, 
they are celebrating the Sabbath for the last time. Now, we don’t worship anymore on the Sabbath but we worship 
together on the Lord’s Day. This is why we are gathered on a Sunday—because this is what the New Testament Church 
called the Lord’s Day. We gather together on the Lord’s Day. So, the last Old Testament Sabbath was replaced with the 
first New Testament Lord’s Day. 

It’s interesting and we need to make sure we know that these women know what they’re doing. They followed 
Jesus to the tomb and they know where He was buried. Everything hinges on this and we will talk about it. There have 
been some controversies over the years to say that maybe Jesus didn’t rise from the dead or maybe they went to the 
wrong tomb; something just silly and preposterous. But we know that these women and the disciples went to the right 
place. They saw Him buried so they went back and prepared these spices and ointments and they’re coming again. 

So, we see them here. 
 

“But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices they 
had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they went in they did 
not find the body of the Lord Jesus.” 
 
It looks like it was as early in the morning as they could get there. The text says, basically, “Early, really early, in 

the morning.” It’s interesting to me because I kind of feel like they are in shock. Have you guys ever experienced a 
situation like that? Something calamitous happens, something terrible, terrible happens, and then you revert to 
something mundane, like a woman finds out that her husband or children were killed and she’s like, “I’ve got to clean 
the house. I’ve got to clean. Everything’s got to be clean.” You’re like, “Okay, let’s stop. Okay?” That’s kind of what these 



women are doing. They are like, “Jesus is dead. Do you know what we need to do? We need to make His body smell 
better.” That’s not the point. They don’t know what they’re doing because they’re out of their minds in shock. You’ve 
got a group of women who are going to go to a tomb where they saw a huge stone—in John’s account it says, “A very 
large stone,” rolled in front, and we heard from the Matthew account191 that it was sealed and there were guards there. 
What do they expect? Are they expecting to just go and find somebody that’s going to roll this stone away for them? 
They don’t know, so they’re just in shock and they are going to do they only thing that they think they should be doing. 
They want to honor the body of Jesus. So, they go there and Luke uses a little bit of a play on words. It says that they 
find the tomb but they don’t find Jesus. So, they are there at the right spot, they follow the directions, but there is no 
Jesus. 

Then, it’s really cool, Luke gives us just a little hint of what’s happening but we usually gloss over this because 
we don’t pay attention. It says they didn’t find the body of the “Lord Jesus.” Now, I didn’t notice this but this is the first 
time that Luke has used the term “Lord Jesus.” In fact, the term “Lord Jesus” is used two times in the Gospels, once in 
the last chapter of Mark and once here, to talk about the resurrected Jesus. Because “Lord” means “God”—“Yahweh.” 
He is God. Now, Luke is giving us a hint in that they did not find the “Lord Jesus.” This is awesome. 

It’s interesting, as we go on we see that they are in shock and then all of a sudden they get another shock. 
Right? He’s not there, now what? 

 
“While they were perplexed…” 

 
That’s an understatement. 
 

 “While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel.” 
 
The word dazzling means the same as like lightning. They are wearing clothes made of lightning. So, of course 

the women did the obvious thing, they bowed their heads, terrified. Right? 
 

“And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the ground, the men said to them, ‘Why 
do you seek the living among the dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while 
he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be 
crucified and on the third day rise.’ 8 And they remembered his words.” 
 
At this point, they think somebody has stolen His body. That’s what they think. We see that from the other 

Gospel accounts. They’re like, “Somebody stole Jesus’ body! Why would they do that!?” Why would anyone do that? 
That doesn’t make any sense. Again, they’re in shock. Then, to add shock upon shock, these angels are there who are 
terrifying and they just ask a simple question, “Why are you seeking the Living One among the dead?” It’s cool. This 
word could be translated as “the living” or it could be “the Living One.” Jesus has already told us that He’s not the God of 
the dead but the God of the living. So, how can the God of the living stay dead? He can’t. Death can’t beat Him. So, why 
would you look for the Living One, the One who gives life? What did He say? He said that He is the one who gives life. If 
you drink from Him you will have eternal life, right? This is Jesus. 

Now, this gets to a really confusing part of understanding the Gospels. Because, for those of us who have 
followed through in the book of Luke, or you have read the other Gospels, you see Jesus saying this. Right? We see Jesus 
saying, “I’m going to go and I’m going to be handed over into the hands of sinful men.” The angels just said this. 
“Remember what He said.” This is the only command that we have in this passage; that you need to remember. The 
angels tell the women to remember and they do. They remember, specifically, that He said that He would be delivered 
into the hands of sinful men, that He would be crucified, and that He would rise again. This is a big deal and Jesus said 
He was going to do it. 

Now, it’s fascinating because, when we look at their response, and we look at the response from the disciples, 
we think, “Why would they be so freaked out?” Jesus said it. Jesus said He was going to do this, so why are they so 
worried? Why did they run? Right? Well, let’s look. Before we give them such a hard time, because it feels like that; it 
feels like we owe it to them, let’s look at three passages. I’m just going to read from Luke but it’s in other Gospel 
passages as well. We will look at these three passages and at what Jesus said He was going to do. The first one is in Luke 
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9. Remember, right after Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God? That’s in Luke 9, and it says 
here in verse 21, 

 
“And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to no one.” 

 
That He was the Christ. Then, are you ready? Jesus said this, 
 

 “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 
 
That’s clear, right? It seems clear. He said, “Don’t tell anyone that I’m the Christ because I still have to die and be 

raised from the grave.” But, let’s remember, in the disciples’ context, they didn’t have a category in their brain for this. 
In their mind’s—and we are going to talk about this some next week, also, when we talk about Old Testament passages 
about Jesus—but in their minds they are thinking Jesus is going to be one thing and one thing only—ruling, reigning King. 
Alright? So, that’s what they’re thinking. Their ruling, reigning King said something about dying and rising again; He must 
mean something else. 

Father on in Luke 9, this is right after Jesus cast a demon out of a little boy, and it says, 
 

“And all were astonished at the majesty of God. But while they were all marveling at everything 
he was doing, Jesus said to his disciples, 44 Let these words sink into your ears:…’” 
 
I just love the picture. 
 
“’Let these words sink into your ears: The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands of men.’ 45 But they 

did not understand this saying,…” 
 
But look. 
 

“…and it was concealed from them, so that they might not perceive it. And they were afraid to 
ask him about this saying.” 
 
So, Jesus is up to something. Right? He tells them, “Let this sink into your ears,” but He’s concealing it from 

them. I have an idea about this and we will get to it. Let’s look at two more passages. This next one is in Luke 18:31 and 
this is right before the Triumphal Entry. Okay, so, this is maybe ten days prior—less than two weeks earlier than what we 
are talking about right now. 

 
“And taking the twelve, Jesus said to them, ‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything 

that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.’” 
 
We will talk about that more next week. 
 

“For he will be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit 
upon. 33 And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” 
 
You think, this couldn’t be clearer. 
 

“But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden from them, and they did not 
grasp what He said.” 
 
There was a plan that Jesus had to reveal himself as the resurrected Lord, King of glory, and for that to be felt it 

seems like Jesus has to make the disciples feel like they had lost, that it was over, and that He was dead. Because, think 
about it, if they were just like, “Oh, this is just a part of the plan. We can work through this.” It would be difficult to 
watch your friend get beaten and crucified but if you knew He was going to rise again there would be hope. But, I think 



that God, in His wisdom, made them not get it, so they could feel the weight—the crushing weight. And I think it was the 
crushing weight of life apart from the resurrection. That’s something that we need to feel. We need to feel that apart 
from the resurrection of Jesus that there is nothing in this world to live for. 

This reminds us of another passage, right? In Mark, coming down from the Mount of Transfiguration, this just 
makes the disciples look so incompetent. As they were coming down off of the mountain they had just seen Jesus in His 
glory revealed, 

 
“He charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the 

dead.” 
 
Then, now look at this. 
 

“So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean.” 
 
What else could it mean? You know? But we know that for some reason God kept them in the dark. He kept 

them in the dark so that their lives would be transformed by the resurrection. 
There are two things I want to point out with this. One is that Jesus called the shot. It would still be the most 

amazing miracle ever, to die and then say, “No, resurrect yourself from the dead.” That’s a big deal. If Jesus did that is 
He still Master of life? Yeah, absolutely. Does He still defeat sin, death, and Hell? Yes, He does. But, on top of that, He 
said He was going to do it and He did it. We have documented history of Jesus saying that He was going to do it and He 
did it. This is the most amazing thing ever. I mean, this is the behind the back, full court, blindfolded bank shot. He called 
it, right? Like the old McDonald’s commercials with Michael Jordan and Larry Bird. This is the most amazing thing you 
could ever do and Jesus said, “This is what I’m going to do.” He even says why. He says, “No one takes my life from me. 
But I’m going to lay it down. I’m going to show you that I’m going to lay it down and I’m going to take it right back up.” 

Another thing we need to learn from this passage, just as an aside, is about people who have tried to disprove 
Christianity. It is often said that the disciples just wrote the New Testament afterwards. They fabricated the New 
Testament to try to get a bunch of people to join them in what they knew was a false religion. Okay, well let’s just time 
out because that sounds plausible. Oh, well, maybe. I wasn’t there two thousand years ago. But then, look at the 
content of the New Testament. If you were going to fabricate a document trying to get as many people as possible to 
follow you in what you knew was a false religion would you then take the leaders of your religion, these disciples, and 
make them look totally incompetent, like they didn’t know what they were doing? You wouldn’t have that? You 
wouldn’t have Peter cut off somebody’s ear and have Jesus say, “No, no, no. I’m going to put that back on.” You 
wouldn’t have Peter rebuke Jesus and have Jesus say, “Get behind me, Satan.” You wouldn’t have every one of them fall 
away except for John. You wouldn’t do that. What that does is it lends validity to the New Testament documents, 
because, again, we are talking about a religion that wasn’t manmade. Do you guys understand that? Man wouldn’t have 
come up with this. That’s why, in 1 Corinthians, the Apostle Paul will say that the message of the cross, to the 
nonbeliever, is foolish. Because, especially being good Jews, you would not have your Messiah come and be cursed on a 
tree and He wouldn’t die. That’s why Islam looks down on Jesus; because they say He wouldn’t die. In fact, there are 
some branches of Islam that say that Jesus didn’t die; that He was a prophet that didn’t die. Well, we’re not left that 
option. 

So, let’s look here. This is true and the good thing is that this isn’t about the disciples. Our attention doesn’t 
need to be focused on the disciples. Our attention needs to be focused on Jesus. That’s why the New Testament is 
focused solely on Jesus. So, let’s look and see. Verse 9, 

 
“And returning from the tomb they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest.” 

 
Now, we get to see who this was. 
 

“Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women 
with them who told these things to the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale,” 
 
The apostles heard the women and thought it was just an idle tale. They thought it was foolish, empty talk. 
 



“But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by 
themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.” 
 
So, we finally find out who these women are, and another cultural thing that’s helpful to point out is that you 

need to understand that in this culture, in this time period, women were really seen as like a second class citizen. They 
weren’t allowed to give testimony in a court of law. But, again, we are talking about an upside-down kingdom, and in a 
culture where a woman wasn’t allowed to be a witness in a court of law, we have a group of women as witnesses of the 
greatest miracle in all time. Then, look at the way it’s perceived here. The women believe—the disciples disbelieve. Isn’t 
that crazy? What an upside-down way of having this happen. The women come back and tell the disciples and the 
disciples don’t get it, don’t believe it, they think it’s foolish, empty talk. At least Peter is like, “I’ve got to find out for 
myself,” so he runs and we hear from John192 that John was actually faster. John gets there beforehand but he’s like, “I’ll 
just wait for Peter to go in.” Which is just really enjoyable because John refers to himself as “the disciple that Jesus 
loved.” He’s trying to not say his name but he is saying, “I’m pretty important,” and did I mention I’m faster than Peter? I 
just want to throw that out there. So, Peter gets there and stoops and looks in and Jesus isn’t there. He sees the linen 
cloths and he goes away and it says that he marveled. He goes to his house and he’s marveling at what he’s seen. We 
don’t know if this is a good marveling, like, “Wow, it really happened!” or if it’s a bad marveling, like, “What 
happened?!” 

Okay, we don’t have time to talk about it but you guys all need to watch a documentary on YouTube on the 
Shroud of Turin because it’s possible—I’m not saying it’s true, although if you’re in the Institute or if you’re in my small 
group you know that I’m a believer. We’re watching it on Tuesday, for real this time. My small group tried to play a trick 
on me last week by telling me that they watched the Shroud video without me and it made me so mad. But it was my 
fault because I wasn’t there. I should have been there and it was at my house. So, whose fault is it? Mine, I know. You 
guys need to see this because it’s crazy, because it’s possible that we actually have both of these burial cloths. There are 
two of them—the Shroud of Turin and the, I wrote it down because it didn’t understand it, the sudarium, which is 
another word for shroud, which is another word for a piece of cloth. But, it’s possible we have both of them and I’m just 
going to say that it’s not 100% certain but how can it be a fraud if NASA can’t replicate the image that’s on this thing? 
Jenn, as a 1% Messianic Jew you should believe this. I do, but it’s okay if you don’t want to. If anything, from the Shroud 
we do know what a brutal thing a crucifixion was because we’ve been able to uncover this with an image that we don’t 
know how it got there. Anyway, you guys need to watch it. It’s on YouTube. There are about a dozen but watch all of 
them. 

But, the point is Jesus isn’t there. And for us we’ve already sung about this. As Christians, as believers, we see 
this as victory, especially because we have all of the Gospels. We can look back at the times where Luke tells us that 
Jesus said, “I’m going to go do this,” and then He does this. “I’m going to be handed over into the hands of sinful men. 
I’m going to be flogged and spit upon. I’m going to die and on the third day I will rise.” 

Now, what about today? How does this matter to us today? The reason why this is such a big deal is because 
every one of us has to believe something about this day almost two thousand years ago. We have to believe something 
about it. If you claim to be a Christian, everything in Christianity hinges on the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 
Everything. This isn’t just some sort of minor doctrine that you can say, “Oh, you don’t believe that? I believe this,” and 
that you can just take or leave. This is the central point of Christianity. To really understand the seriousness of this, we 
need to realize that this either validates the truth of Christianity or it exposes Christianity as a fraud. It’s one of the 
other; there’s not a middle ground.  

Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 15. We read through part of this a couple of weeks ago when we were doing the 
Lord’s Supper. In 1 Corinthians 15, Paul makes it very clear that the resurrection is the central point of Christianity. It 
really is what gives it its meaning. Now, remember that 1 Corinthians was written between twenty and twenty-five years 
after the resurrection. So, let’s give us a reference point. If you’re under twenty-five you might not remember this but 
for everybody else, in 1996, which was twenty-two years ago, there was the Olympic bombing. Do you guys remember 
this? Do you remember hearing about it? Especially if you’re from around here you remember the resolution in 2001 
when Eric Rudolph was picked up in Murphy. For those of you who are too young, Eric Rudolph bombed the Centennial 
Park in Atlanta, twenty-two years ago. Now, what’s really interesting is that if I tried to tell those of you who remember 
this that this was a fraud and that it didn’t really happen, could I convince you that it didn’t happen? No, you would think 
that I’m the idiot, right? Because so many people know of that, right? And that’s the kind of context in which the Apostle 
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Paul is writing. It would be the same thing as talking about the significance of the Olympic Bombing in 1996, as far as the 
time context goes. It’s easy for us today to look back two thousand years and we can’t remember that far. But these 
people Paul is writing to aren’t having to remember that far back. They know people who were there or who were 
affected by it. Right? Look at this. He says, 

 
“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which 

you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain.” 
 
And he’s going to explain the Gospel. 
 

“For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive.” 
 
Do you guys get that? That’s like me saying, “Okay, for those of you who are too young to remember the 

Olympic Centennial bombing, ask your friends around you.” 
 

“Though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of 
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be 
called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed. 12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been 
raised.” 
 
Pay attention. Listen to this. Every one of us has to believe this or not. 
 

“And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We 
are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom 
he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ 
has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.” 

 
You have the wages that need to be paid. 

 
“Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in 

this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 
 
Do you see the significance of the resurrection? It’s not something you can take or leave. He’s saying this; if 

Christ has not been raised, there are seven things: 
 
Christian preaching is useless. 
Christian faith is useless. 
Christians are false witnesses about God. 
Our faith is futile. 
Christians are unforgiven and left in their sins. 
If Christ has not been raised, then those who have died in Christian hope are lost. 
Those who trust in Christ are supremely pitiable since their hope ends with this life. 
 



In other words, Christianity without a risen Christ is pointless. We’ve got to believe that. It’s easy for us to think 
about the resurrection kind of as a sci-fi novel or wishful thinking, but we are talking about real history. It really did 
happen. But, indeed, Christ has raised himself from the grave. He is risen. You might sit back and think, “You said it 
yourself; this seems foolish.” Yeah, this is crazy. This is outlandish. This is fantastic—and true. It’s unbelievable because 
it’s a miracle. But there is nothing else that explains the facts. We have this group of disciples who don’t even believe it 
when they are told that Jesus was raised from the dead. Well, then how do you explain the defeated group of guys that 
we see here and the fact that every one of them goes on to be persecuted? Most were martyred and there were zero 
recanters. How do you explain that? They met the resurrected Jesus. There is no other way around it. 

What about the fact that we are meeting here on the Lord’s Day? This morning, I was in prayer over this and I 
was praying because all over the world today people were meeting to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus—on a Sunday, 
not a Sabbath—on a Sunday. Why? Because it’s the Lord’s Day. He is risen. 

Why would we have this written down that women were giving testimony to the resurrection? Because it’s true. 
That’s why. Because He’s risen. 

How do you explain James, the brother of Jesus, who didn’t believe that Jesus was the Messiah during His life? 
He didn’t believe it. Remember, we saw Jesus’ family in Luke. They thought He was crazy. Then James turns and is a 
martyr for the Christian faith because he met the resurrected Jesus. 

How about baptism? What is this signifying? The resurrection. 
The Lord’s Supper is meaningless apart from the resurrection. You would just have a dead God. Right? He is 

risen. 
The other options that people have thrown out there are terrible. They say He didn’t die—the “swoon theory.” 

Okay? Professional soldiers beat Him to a pulp and proclaimed Him dead but somehow He lived through that? Within 
the realm of possibility. He gets put into a cave for a couple of days with no medical attention and then comes out and 
convinces all of these people that He’s resurrected with a new body? No way. He’d be a bloody mass, right? What about 
that this was a legend? No, it wasn’t a legend. Legends don’t work within the first twenty years with a bunch of 
eyewitnesses. It just doesn’t happen. Maybe somebody stole His body. Who? The disciples? Sure…and then went on to 
die as martyrs for a fake resurrected Jesus? I don’t believe that. Without anyone saying, “Here’s His body. This is what 
we did”? No. What about the Jews or Romans stealing His body. No way. It doesn’t make any sense. 

Then, what about today? What about the fact that the Gospel is still spreading throughout the entire world, in 
some places faster and bigger than it has ever done before? How do you explain that apart from the resurrection of 
Jesus? Let’s take a pause and look at common sense really quickly. I want to read in Acts 5. In Acts 5, you will remember 
this and we will look at this when we go through the book of Acts, sometime this year or in the next three years. The 
first messages we have of the apostles are about Jesus’ resurrection and the people can’t stop them or put them away. 
There’s a huge transformation that takes place. The Jews put them in jail but then God lets them out of jail and they are 
preaching again. So, we have an insight into the Pharisees in Acts 5. When they heard that the apostles were preaching 
again after they were in jail, 

 
“They were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a 

teacher of the law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a 
little while. 35 And he said to them, ‘Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36 
For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four 
hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 
After him Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after 
him. He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38 So in the present case I tell you, keep 
away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but if 
it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!’ So they 
took his advice.” 
 
He’s right, because if this was from man it would have failed. Have you guys ever heard of Theudas or Judas of 

Galilee? Do people still follow them? No, because they died and that was it. But Jesus died and then He rose again, and 
here we are. This is a prophecy fulfilled. He said they wouldn’t be able to overthrow it and that’s exactly what’s 
happened. For the last two thousand years, people have been trying to disprove Christianity and it’s not happened, 
because it’s true. 



Let’s look at two things and then we will be done. If this really did happen, if Christ really did rise from the grave, 
then it validates everything Jesus said and did. It validates all of the Old Testament and the New Testament. It validates 
our value to God and it validates this Gospel. So, let’s look at 1 Corinthians 15 and the opposite view now. Since Christ 
has been raised: 

 
Christian preaching is true and powerful. 
Christian faith is what saves us from sin, death, and Hell. 
Christians are telling the truth about God. 
Christian faith is fulfilling and gives meaning to life. 
Christians are forgiven sons and daughters of God. 
Those who have died in Christian hope are sealed with God for eternity. 
Those who hope in Christ have the only thing true enough and big enough to actually provide hope, both for this 

life and for the life to come. 
 
My closing invitation to you is I’m going to read a passage from 2 Corinthians 5. If you are visiting with us, if you 

are here and you have never put your faith in Jesus, you have never repented of your sins and turned to follow Jesus, 
like the testimony of what we have had tonight and what we see in Scripture, then please find one of us and don’t leave 
until you are reconciled to God. 

Let me read an invitation to all of us from 2 Corinthians 5. 
 
“For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have 

died; 15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died 
and was raised. 

 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 

regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God 
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through 
us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 
 
He is risen, He is risen, indeed! Let me pray for us and then we will finish by singing to the Lord together in 

worship. 
 
Gracious	Father,	thank	you	for	the	work	of	Jesus	Christ,	both	on	the	cross	and	in	the	resurrection.	Thank	

you	for	letting	us	have	this	message	tonight	and	that	we	would	apply	this	to	our	lives.	If	there	are	any	here	who	
have	not	put	their	faith	in	you,	that	you	would	draw	them	to	yourself.	We	do	pray	that	you	will,	all	over	the	country	
and	the	world	today,	that	you	will	use	your	Gospel	to	save	sons	and	daughters.	We	are	so	thankful	for	this	amazing	
gift,	this	grace	that	you’ve	given	to	us.	So,	we	praise	you	and	we	worship	you	now.	We	want	to	praise	you	through	
song	because	you	alone	are	worthy.	We	love	you.	In	Christ’s	name,	Amen.





April 8, 2018 
Luke 24:13-35 
Zach Mabry 

 
This is awesome. You guys know that we’re coming to a close in the book of Luke. We will probably finish Luke in 

the next couple of weeks; maybe next week. We’ll see. This has been an awesome study. It’s been so encouraging to see 
this glimpse of the Gospel in The Gospel According to Luke. We’ve been reminded, and especially last week we were 
able to see how Luke has been talking to us about this upside-down kingdom. Tonight we will continue to see that. 
Tonight, we are going to be in Luke 24:13-35. This is one of my favorite passages of Scripture because in this passage 
Jesus shows up and walks with two of His disciples and explains all of the Old Testament to these guys and how He is the 
fulfillment of it.  

Think, if you had a time machine, which doesn’t exist. It’s not possible. We know that already, unless they don’t 
go further back than we are now. Anyway, that doesn’t matter. But, if you had a time machine and you could go back to 
a moment in history, what would it be? I have four or five ideas, like creation. Obviously, that would be awesome to see 
God speak the world into existence. That would be cool. The parting of the Red Sea would be awesome. I would like to 
see that. The Egyptians drowning in this ocean—I want to see that. That would be cool. Maybe the birth of Jesus. Maybe 
the Transfiguration would be awesome. Maybe the Resurrection, which would be super cool. Then, I think, up there with 
those top five would be to walk with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, because we have the Author of Scripture describing 
how everything that has been written is about Him. 

We talked about it last week. Remember, the women go to the tomb and Jesus isn’t there and they don’t know 
what to do. In fact, they’re like, “Somebody has stolen the body. What’s happened to the body of Jesus?” Then, the 
angels say, “Remember…remember He said that this was going to happen.” And what we’re going to see tonight is that 
it wasn’t just that Jesus called His shot and said, “I’m going to die and rise again,” because we have documented history 
of that. It wasn’t just that, but we’re going to see that this was always the plan, and that’s crazy. This was always the 
plan. From the beginning of time this was the plan. Since the beginning of time, God has been instituting this upside-
down kingdom. It’s not going to work out the way you think it’s going to. Then, we’re going to look and see how the 
Jewish people had these prophesies, and they chose to believe some and overlook others. We will talk about why that 
happened. 

Okay, let me read over this. We’re going to cover a lot of Scripture from verse 13 to 35. I’m going to read over it 
and then we’re going to kind of walk through it and look and see what this could have looked like when Jesus was 
explaining this to them. I love this because Luke is a really good storyteller. There is so much irony that comes out in this. 

 
“That very day…” 

 
That means the same day that Jesus rose from the dead. 
 

“…two of them…” 
 
The disciples. 
 

“…were going to a village named Emaeus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were 
talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were talking and 
discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. 16 But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him.” 
 
Okay, we see this in the post-resurrection appearances of Jesus. Sometimes, He just doesn’t let people recognize 

who He is. Look at what’s happening. These are disciples who have been following Jesus for a couple of years, right? And 
Jesus starts walking with them and Jesus says to them—this is the same Jesus who reads people’s thoughts and 
intentions across the room and says, “Why are you thinking that?” He says, 

 
“’What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as you walk?’” And they stood 

still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only visitor to 
Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?’” 



 
Do you see the irony? Jesus is the only one of the three who actually knows what’s happened. Right? “Are you 

the only one who doesn’t know?” But it also helps us understand that this was a public thing. They are somewhere 
between Jerusalem and Emmaus. Maybe they’ve just left Jerusalem and maybe Jesus walks with them for a while. But, 
they are stunned, “You don’t know this?” Jesus was really popular. We know from the passage that Rob preached about 
Jesus carrying the cross that there was a multitude of people following Him and weeping. A week before this, He had 
come into the city on a donkey with a multitude of people there. Jesus is a pretty public person, right here. “Are you the 
only one who doesn’t know what’s happened?” Just imagine—let’s get into their context. These guys are crushed and 
confused. Their Savior, their Messiah, for whom they maybe dropped everything in their lives to follow, to join in His 
revolution, is dead and His body is gone. And this guy walks up to them and says, “What are you guys talking about?” 
They respond, “Are you the only one who doesn’t know what’s happened?” Then, Jesus says, 

 
“’What things?’ And they said to Him…” 

 
In my mind, they are talking to Him and they are getting amped up because they’re frustrated. They are 

frustrated and they are confused. They are talking about these things, “What’s just happened? We’ve heard these 
rumors. The ladies said this but we can’t trust them.” This is idle, foolish talk, remember? So, they say, 

 
“Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 

and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, 
and crucified him.” 
 
They are treating Jesus like He has no clue what’s going on. Right? And it’s escalating. Jesus was a prophet who 

was handed over by the Jews and the Romans and He was crucified. 
 

“But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.” 
 
You can hear it. They are hurting. They had placed their hope in Jesus and Jesus failed them. That’s how they’re 

feeling. 
 

“Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some 
women of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, 23 and when they did 
not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he 
was alive.” 
 
How did the disciples take the word from the ladies? It was idle talk, foolish talk, and empty. “Right, sure, Jesus 

is resurrected and angels, guys in shiny clothes told you that? Sure, you guys are deranged.” That’s how they felt. This is 
empty talk. The disciples just walked out. They left. They are walking to Emmaus. 

 
“Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but 

him they did not see.” 
 
We know that. The disciples went there, didn’t find Him, came back, and reported that He wasn’t there. Then, 

look at the way that Jesus answers them. I don’t think that’s He’s being harsh; I think He’s being gentle. He calls them 
foolish but I think He’s being gentle. He says, 

 
“O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not 

necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 
 
What?! These guys have to be so confused. This is not the reaction they were expecting, right? And Jesus is just 

kind and gentle, “Wasn’t this necessary? Don’t be foolish and slow.” Then look at what happens. 
 



“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself.” 
 
We will get to that in a minute. 
 

“So they drew near to the village to which they were going, and Jesus acted as if he were going 
farther.” 
 
Again, I just really like this. This is good storytelling. 
 

“But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, for it is toward evening and the day is now 
far spent.’” 
 
They’ve somehow uncovered the best rabbi ever. He just taught them all of the Old Testament, so they want 

Him to stay. And, where is He going to go? It’s dark. “Where are you going? Stay with us.” Then, look. 
 

“So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at table with them…” 
 
That means reclined at the table with them. 
 

“Jesus took the bread.” 
 
He doesn’t thank God for the bread. Did you notice this?  
 

“He took the bread and then blessed and broke it and handed it to them. And their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him.” 
 
Finally. Jesus. Then all of a sudden, 
 

“He vanished from their sight.” 
 
Awesome. Jesus does that with people. It’s crazy. Especially His resurrected body. He’s like, “Here I am,” and 

they’re like, “Oh, great! We’d like to see you,” and then poof. Or He walks through a locked door. That’s cool. Then, look 
at what they said. 

 
“They said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road, 

while he opened to us the Scriptures?’” 
 
Remember, the Scriptures here are the Old Testament. Isn’t that awesome?! “Our hearts burned within us when 

He opened the Scriptures.” 
 

“And they rose that same hour….” 
 
They had already told Jesus not to go anywhere because it was late. Then, they are like, “No, we’ve got to get 

back to Jerusalem.” So, they walk another seven miles. 
 

“And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and those 
who were with them gathered together, 34 saying, 
 
The disciples that they go to, to tell the message, are saying, “Hey,…” 
 

“The Lord has risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
 



So, then they got to tell… 
 

“…what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the breaking of the 
bread.” 
 
Could you imagine? This is so exciting. This is the best Bible Survey class lecture, ever. Right? Because Jesus is 

saying, “Let me look at all of the Old Testament.” 
So, let’s look and see what’s happening here. What’s fascinating to me is when they are escalating this to Jesus 

they are so distraught and they are so confused. “He’s dead. His body has disappeared. We’re empty.” How do they 
describe Him? They say He’s a prophet. The language is interesting. It looks like they are saying that He is the prophet-
man. This is Jesus, you should know about Him, He’s the prophet-man. He was mighty in deed and in word. This means 
that He was working miracles. I don’t know if Luke does this intentionally or not but, for the most part, in Luke 4-9 he 
talks about Jesus’ miracles, and in 10-21 he talks about Jesus’ teachings, so He’s a prophet mighty in deed and in word. 
He was doing miracles and He was teaching. Remember, Jesus was the one who taught with authority, not like 
everybody else. Of course, He wrote it, right? 

Then, they talk about the chief priests and the rulers. The Jews and the Romans conspired together and had Him 
crucified. Then, they are dejected because they thought He was the Messiah. “We thought He was the one who was 
going to redeem Israel, who was going to purchase Israel back.” Again, remember, the Jewish people have had a series 
of oppressions, right? When we look at the Jewish people they are always oppressed. Get free—go into oppression—get 
free—taken captive—get free….and right now they are under the Roman rule. They have a kind of fake, Jewish king is 
working for Rome. So, they are still under Roman rule and Roman oppression. And they thought that Jesus was going to 
set them free from Rome. “We thought that this was our Messiah.” They had been raised their whole lives to look for 
this Messiah and they thought it was Jesus. Now, they are convinced it’s not Jesus because He died. Because, in their 
minds—we talked about this last week—they did not have a category for a Messiah that died. We are going to talk 
about why, tonight. 

Alright, so they build this up talking to Jesus. “Can you believe it?! Can you believe it?!” Then, Jesus answers with 
the most unexpected answer ever. Have you ever had this type of conversation with somebody, where maybe you’re 
really frustrated about something? Like, “I can’t believe he said this…and this….and this!” then the person you are 
talking to is not sympathetic at all but, in fact, sees the other person’s side. Have you ever had that happen and you feel 
empty and betrayed because you want them to be mad with you? Right? You’re so angry and say, “Can you believe they 
said that?” Then, they say, “Oh, yeah, I can see their point of view.” No, give me my anger. 

This has nothing to do with what we are talking about but do you guys remember The Lion, The Witch, and the 
Wardrobe, one of the best books ever written? In The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, this same type of thing 
happens. I think maybe C.S. Lewis did it intentionally. Matt, you need to read it to your kids; you’re a terrible father. 
We’ve had this conversation before—one-sided, obviously. That’s the best way to win an argument. If you are familiar 
with the story, from the movie or the book, which was actually written first, surprisingly, there are these four kids who 
go to live in this house during the war, away from home in the country. The little girl, sweet Lucy, goes into a wardrobe 
and stumbles into another world. As unlikely as you think it would be, there’s another world that exists. She comes back 
and tells her siblings and they think she’s crazy. Then, sneaky Edmund goes into the wardrobe and they wind up in there 
at the same time. Lucy is so excited, “Yay, we will tell everybody it’s fun.” But, he goes back and he’s a jerk and says, 
“Nope, I don’t know what you’re talking about, Lucy.” She’s heartbroken. So, the two older kids are concerned about 
their sister. They think that something is wrong with her. So, they go to old, wise, Professor Kirke, and they explain it. 
They get all amped up, like, “We’re super concerned about Lucy.” I think C.S. Lewis actually does this to help us 
understand about Jesus better, because he’s brilliant. So, Professor Kirke is talking to these children and he’s like, “What 
do you think it is? She’s not insane. I know what insane people look like and that’s not her. Do you think Lucy is lying, 
intentionally?” They are like, “No, we don’t think Lucy’s lying.” Because who is going to lie more? Edmund. He’s sneaky, 
he’s dirty. So, then, Professor Kirke says, “Well, there’s obviously, as logic would tell us, this other world.” The most 
unbelievable thing has happened. 

That’s what Jesus is doing, right here. “Y’all are so upset. You’re so mad. Why? You’re foolish. You are slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken. Duh?” They had studied the Bible a whole lot. In fact, most likely, 
these two disciples have Genesis through Deuteronomy memorized verbatim, word for word, and lots of the other Old 
Testament. So, then, Jesus begins with Moses and all the prophets, which is kind of a shorthand way of saying the Old 
Testament, and explains everything in them about himself. Jesus gives an autobiographical Bible Survey of the Old 



Testament. My hope is that they were about two miles away from Jerusalem when they started this so that they got to 
walk with Jesus for about five miles and He really just went all the way through the Bible. Could you imagine what that 
would be like? 

I think we need to see a couple of things from this. One, we are going to look at Moses and we are going to look 
at the Prophets and see that this was always about Jesus. It was always about Jesus in His suffering and in His glory. 
Then, I think for us, we need to recapture the wonder of God’s Word, and specifically of the Old Testament. Because, 
here’s the thing. What did the disciples say? They said, “Didn’t our hearts burn inside us when He opened to us the 
Scriptures?” For us, we’d be like, “I would have loved to have been there. Wouldn’t that be awesome?” Yeah, but you 
know what? We have something better. “Zach, you’re an idiot. Something better than Jesus?” Yeah. I remember when 
we were going through the book of John, and Spencer preached on this. Jesus said, “It’s better for you that I go away so 
that the Holy Spirit will come.” In 2 Peter, when He’s talking about being on the Mount of Transfiguration, He says, “But 
you have something more sure. You have something more certain.” We have the entirety of God’s Word revealed to us 
and we have His Holy Spirit inside us. We have something better than Cleopas and whoever this other person had on the 
road to Emmaus. We do. As hard as that is to imagine, we do. 

So, let’s look and see here. We are going to look at Moses and we’re going to look at all the Prophets and see 
how they are pointing toward Jesus. This is to maybe just give us an idea—an idea—of what it could have looked like. So, 
let’s look at Moses. What’s crazy is that when we look back through Scripture with this lens of Jesus and His suffering 
and His glory, we will see it everywhere. Why? Because just like the disciples had their eyes opened to see Jesus, so we, 
too, can see Jesus, because the Holy Spirit will open our eyes. 

Okay, Genesis 3. In Genesis 3, we see the suffering and glory of Jesus. It’s crazy because it’s in a text where 
Adam, and Eve, and the serpent (aka Satan) are being punished by God. But, in the middle of handing out this curse, 
grace is coming in on the heels. How amazing is that? So, let’s look. People refer to this passage as the first Gospel. 
Genesis 3:14, 

 
“The Lord God, Yahweh, said to the serpent, 

‘Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you above all livestock 
    and above all beasts of the field; 
on your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, 
    and you shall bruise his heel.’” 

 
Do you see this? God is talking to the serpent, to Satan, that there is going to be a seed of a woman that is going 

to come and, yes, you are going to hurt His heel and He is going to crush your head. Jesus, the seed of the woman, is 
going to experience suffering but, through the suffering, He is going to come out victorious. Starting in Genesis 3, we see 
it all through the books of Moses. We see it in the Passover Lamb; this glory through suffering. We see in Leviticus this 
perfect sacrifice. Glory through suffering, right? We see in Numbers the bronze serpent, where Jesus takes on our sin 
and becomes the image of our sin so that we can have His victory and His life through that. It’s crazy. We see it in 
Deuteronomy. We see it all through the books of Moses. In fact, in Deuteronomy we have a clear prediction of Jesus. In 
Deuteronomy 18, when Moses is saying goodbye to the people of Israel, he says, 

 
“Yahweh your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your brothers—

it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God or see this great fire any 
more, lest I die.’ 17 And the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall 
speak to them all that I command him.’” 
 



This is Jesus. Jesus. Moses was pointing toward Jesus. In every book that Moses wrote, he was pointing towards 
Jesus. Then, let’s look at the Prophets. Now, the Prophets are super confusing. The Prophets are confusing because 
when we look at the Prophets it looks like there are two different Messiahs—when we look in hindsight. We can see it. 
We can see the suffering Messiah and we can see the glorious, victorious Messiah. We can see them both. And so that 
we are not too hard on the people of Israel, we need to remember that this was a people who had been oppressed, and 
if you have predictions for a suffering servant who is going to lead you, that’s not going to catch hold as much as you see 
somebody who is going to be victorious and who is going to have a kingdom and a dominion that will last forever. That 
gives hope to hurting people. So, it makes sense to us why they would latch onto that and why they wouldn’t have a 
category in their theology for a dying Messiah. Because, let’s look at some of these passages. 

First off, Peter kind of summarizes it and this helps give us a context even for the Prophets. In 1 Peter 1, he 
explains the salvation, this Gospel that’s been given to us, and in verse 10 he says, 

 
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 

searched and inquired carefully…” 
 
Okay, listen. The prophets—the ones prophesying—are searching (that’s right) in their own writings. They are … 
 

“Inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the 
sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories.” 
 
Okay, who predicted that? The prophets. Who was trying to figure it out? Those same prophets. Do you guys get 

it? Okay.  
 

“It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you…” 
 
This is for New Testament believers, including us. That means that what the Prophets were writing was about 

the Gospel and it was for us. 
 

“…in the things that have now been announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into which angels long to look.” 
 
So, before we say, “Disciples, Cleopas, how could you not get this?” what Peter is telling us is that the Prophets, 

who prophesied it, they didn’t get it either. Not only that, but the angels were going, “What’s that mean?” Right? So, the 
Prophets didn’t get it, the angels didn’t get it, the disciples didn’t get it, but we should. We now have the Spirit to look 
back into this. So, let’s look. Let’s look and see why they were close-minded; why they were fixated on the ruling, 
reigning Messiah. Because, again, these are people who are used to captivity and used to oppression. Let’s look at some 
of these passages of Scripture. 

In Daniel 7, this is where we see the “son of man” used. Luke loves the term “son of man.” Luke uses this more 
than any of the other Gospel writers. Daniel 7:13, 

 
“I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
    there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days 
    and was presented before him. 
14 And to him was given dominion 
    and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
    should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
    which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one 
    that shall not be destroyed.” 



 
That’ll preach. We hear that and I get fired up. Right? This is Jesus. So, imagine if you’re enslaved. Imagine if 

you’re oppressed. Imagine if you’re taxed to death and that your children are being murdered. Are you going to latch 
onto this? Absolutely. What about this? Isaiah 9:2 says this, 

 
“The people who walked in darkness…” 

 
They are walking in darkness because they’re oppressed. Right? 
 

“The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
    on them has light shone.” 

 
Skip down to verse 6, 
 

“For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given;” 

 
The disciples know this. The disciples have read this their whole lives and they’ve heard this told to them. They 

know this is Jesus.  
 

“And the government shall be on His shoulders...” 
 
Who’s going to carry the government? Jesus. 
 

“…and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government…” 

 
Whose? Jesus’, the baby that was born. No end? 
 

“On the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
    to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time forth and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.” 

 
Well, yeah, of course they’re confused. Jesus died. Look at this next passage. This next one will blow your mind, 

because remember, the disciples were good Jews. They had memorized the books of Moses. They’ve read and 
memorized lot of the rest of the Old Testament; lots of the Prophets. They could probably quote these verses, so 
imagine if you had grown up and you’d been put to sleep by having Zechariah read to you in anticipation of this 
happening in the future and you’re a disciple. 

Zechariah 9:9, 
 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! 
    Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
    righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

 



Suppose you were one of those disciples to whom the Master said, “Hey, go over there and you will see a guy 
and say to him, “The Lord needs your donkey,” and a week before this you had watched Jesus go into Jerusalem and you 
were shouting, “Hosanna, save us!” A week before you had seen this happen, so you would assume that the rest of His 
prophecy is going to come true. You would assume you finally have it. This is Jesus. This is the One who is going to 
redeem Israel. You would assume that verse 14 will come true. 

 
“Then the Lord will appear over them, 
    and his arrow will go forth like lightning; 
the Lord God will sound the trumpet 
    and will march forth in the whirlwinds of the south.” 

 
In Zechariah 10, this same prophecy. Verse 5, 
 

“They shall be like mighty men in battle, 
    trampling the foe in the mud of the streets; 
they shall fight because the Lord is with them, 
    and they shall put to shame the riders on horses. 
6 “I will strengthen the house of Judah, 
    and I will save the house of Joseph. 
I will bring them back because I have compassion on them, 
    and they shall be as though I had not rejected them, 
    for I am the Lord their God and I will answer them.” 

 
They think that this is happening. That’s why you see Peter swinging the sword. Why? Because he knows this is 

happening. A week ago, he saw Jesus, as unlooked-for as possible, ride into Jerusalem on a donkey, as the Prince of 
Peace, in fulfillment of Zechariah 9. So, he thinks Zechariah 10 is happening. These people are following Jesus, ready to 
join the revolution. They’re ready. Why? Because Jesus has already started fulfilling it. “Do you see the signs? They’re 
coming!” “Yes! We saw Him. He came into Jerusalem on a donkey. Zechariah said that was going to happen. I’ve heard 
about this my whole life and now it’s happening.” They were ready to fight for Him and with Him and they knew that 
God was going to bless them. They knew that they were going to take over Rome, right now. That’s what they knew. The 
writing was on the wall…and then He died. Of course they didn’t get that and of course it would be so easy for these 
prophesies to overshadow the other ones. Right? And let’s be completely honest; the Prophets, when they wrote about 
it, they didn’t know what they were writing. 

I’m going to read Psalm 22, or parts of it. Psalm 22 is a Psalm of David but it’s obviously not about David. 
Confusing. We see this happening. The scribes will ask Jesus questions, “When David wrote this, was he writing about 
himself or somebody else?” Because look, when we read Psalm 22 we have these New Testament glasses on. For us, 
we’re like, “These guys were knuckleheads. Why didn’t you get that?” Look at this. Psalm 22:6, 

 
“But I am a worm and not a man, 
    scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock me; 
    they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
8 “He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; 
    let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” 

 
Kind of sounds familiar, right? We know. It sounds like what happened to Jesus on the cross. Look even further, 

in verse 14, 
 
“I am poured out like water, 
    and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; 
    it is melted within my breast; 
15 my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 



    and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
    you lay me in the dust of death.” 

 
Now, when David wrote this he might have been describing how he felt, but not literally. Never in David’s life did 

this happen to him. 
 

“For dogs encompass me; 
    a company of evildoers encircles me; 
they have pierced my hands and feet— 
17 I can count all my bones— 
they stare and gloat over me; 
18 they divide my garments among them, 
    and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

 
David wrote this about Jesus, and what God’s people needed was to have Jesus teach it to them. Imagine, 

they’ve probably sung these songs. They’d sung this, and now Jesus is saying, “Don’t you get it? Look, you’ve been 
singing this and you’ve been thinking, ‘Who is David writing about?’ It’s about me. This happened to me.” Yeah, of 
course their hearts are burning inside of them. This isn’t clear. It wasn’t clear that David was writing this about the 
Messiah that was to come and that would suffer. They didn’t get that. For us, it’s obvious. For them, it wasn’t. 

In Isaiah 52 and 53, we will read through it and I want you to imagine that you’re a disciple and you had read 
through this your whole life and thought, “I don’t know who this is about.” But now, you’re seeing it and it’s slowly 
dawning on you. This could have been what it was like for Jesus, teaching these guys. 

Isaiah 52:13, 
 

“Behold, my servant shall act wisely; 
    he shall be high and lifted up, 
    and shall be exalted. 
14 As many were astonished at you— 
    his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance,…” 

 
This is scourging and crucifixion—lifted up. 
 

“…and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. 
    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 
for that which has not been told them they see, 
    and that which they have not heard they understand. 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? 
    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    and no beauty that we should desire him.” 

 
“What good can come from Nazareth?”193 
 

“He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.” 

 

                                                             
193 John 1:46 



Remember, these guys bailed on Jesus at the crucifixion. They are seeing themselves as the fulfillment of 
prophecy. 

 
“Surely he has borne our griefs 
    and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, 
    smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and Yahweh has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth.” 

 
Can you imagine, for the disciples now seeing this as if for the first time, and understanding that this is Jesus? 

Eight hundred years before Jesus, Isaiah predicted this and it’s finally coming together, “We missed it. It’s really 
happening.” 

 
“Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
    and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,…” 

 
Because He died. 
 

“Stricken for the transgression of my people?” 
 
Look at this. 
 

9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death,…” 

 
They’re thinking, “That’s right. Didn’t we hear that the tomb belonged to a rich guy, Joseph of Arimathea? It’s 

happening. How did we miss it?” 
 

“Although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of Yahweh to crush him; 
    he has put him to grief;” 

 
Now, look. 
 

“When his soul makes an offering for guilt,…” 
 
And is killed. 
 

    “…He shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;…” 



 
Live again. Do you guys get that? This is a prediction of the suffering and resurrection of Jesus, eight hundred 

years before Jesus.  
 

“11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
because he poured out his soul to death 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors.” 

 
Do you see this? Well, now, yeah. I get it now. They didn’t get this, and it’s fascinating to me, because as we look 

through this we can actually see that the resurrection of Jesus was predicted by the Prophets but they didn’t get it, 
angels didn’t understand it, and the disciples didn’t get it, but now we see it. In fact, what’s crazy is, do you guys realize 
that in the New Testament time period that we see the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the Jewish sects, and their biggest 
disagreement was over whether or not there was a resurrection from the dead. Isn’t that crazy? So, if these guys are 
good Jews they know that there is a resurrection from the dead and Jesus is the first one. 

Look, this is so fascinating to me; I’m going to read this one passage in John 11 to help us understand what a 
good Jew understood about the resurrection. Remember, in John 11, this is where Lazarus has died. He hasn’t just died 
but he’s been dead for four days. He has two sisters, Mary and Martha, who are so concerned why Jesus didn’t come. 
Right? So, look, there is a conversation between Jesus and Martha, and pay attention to it. This is John 11:21, 

 
“Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

 
What’s she saying? “You can keep people from dying.” That’s what Jesus does. 
 

 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 
 
Which means, “You can bring my brother back to life.” That’s what she’s saying. Then, 
 

 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
 
Time out. In my mind, because of my limited understanding of the Old Testament, I think this should blow 

Martha away. I think Martha should say, “What?! He’s going to come back alive? No way!” But she says, “Oh, Jesus,…” 
 

24 “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
 
She knows it. She knows it because she’s read the Old Testament and she knows and loves the Old Testament. 

Then, what Jesus says is huge. Again, I think this is Jesus subtly calling the shot and telling her, “I’m going to be the One 
to rise again,” because He says, 

 
25 “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

 
“I am.” 
 

“’Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in 
me shall never die. Do you believe this?’ 27 She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, who is coming into the world.’” 
 



Jesus is the resurrection because Jesus dies, and He kills death, and rises again. He is showing her that what 
she’s heard about from the Old Testament is coming true and that He’s the one doing it. 

I’m going to read three passages of Scripture because this blows me away. If we really knew the Old Testament 
well, which most of us don’t—our hearts don’t burn inside us, but they should, because look—Isaiah 26:19, says this. 
This is the Old Testament. Remember, this is the Old Testament. 

 
“Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. 
    You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy! 
For your dew is a dew of light, 
    and the earth will give birth to the dead.” 

 
What’s this? Resurrection. It’s here. We should think this is going to happen. Daniel 12:2 sounds like it’s in the 

New Testament. 
 

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and 
some to shame and everlasting contempt.” 
 
Then, Job 19:25. This is awesome. 
 

“For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
    and at the last he will stand upon the earth. 
26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
    yet in my flesh I shall see God.” 

 
This is the resurrection. Right? This is the resurrection and Jesus is the first One. He’s the firstfruits of the 

resurrection. They should have gotten it but they didn’t. But now, we should get it. We should get this. 
I’m going to summarize the last passage when Jesus acted like He was going further. This is Luke being a great 

storyteller. Then, when He breaks the bread it’s fascinating because Jesus is now acting as the host. He’s not at His 
house but He’s acting as the host, and He blesses it and breaks the bread, which I think should call to our mind two 
different occasions. One, is with the feeding of the five thousand. What does He do? He takes the bread, blesses it, and 
breaks it. And, of course, we can be reminded of the Lord’s Supper, because it’s at this moment that their eyes are 
opened; Jesus opens their eyes and they are able to see Him and then they are blown away. Why? Because it really is 
true. He really is the One to redeem Israel, but not from Rome, but from sin, and from death, and from Hell. How much 
more amazing is that? I mean, Jesus said, “I could call a legion of angels to come here right now if I want.” Pilate was 
talking to Him and said, “Don’t you know I have the authority to do such-and-such?” and Jesus said, “Not if I didn’t give it 
to you.” He could have done that easy, but then what? Great, Israel would be free? Whoo-hoo! But what would you do 
with your sin? That’s what’s crazy—from the beginning there was this plan and this plan always involved the Messiah 
suffering because we have always needed a substitute that had the ability to actually pay off our sin forever. Do you 
guys realize that? So much of the Old Testament is centered around the sacrificial system that would relieve the guilt of 
sin but would never pay for sin, because we could never pay it. The blood of bulls and goats could never, actually, pay 
for sin. We needed the perfect Man, God himself, to be able to do that. That’s what we had to have. 

Then, look. In the New Testament, we see them following Jesus’ example by preaching Jesus from the Old 
Testament. In Acts 8, we see Philip doing it. Remember, Philip with the Ethiopian eunuch who is reading Isaiah, and he 
reads a passage of Scripture and he asks, “Who is this about? I need someone to help me.” Then, look, in verse 34, 

 
“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture” from Isaiah, “he told him the 

good news about Jesus.” 
 
That’s what Philip is doing. We see Peter doing it. We read that passage in Peter, but also in Acts 10:43, it says, 
 

“To him (Jesus) all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 



We see Paul doing it in Acts 26:22, 
 

“To this day I have had the help that comes from God, and so I stand here testifying both to small 
and great, saying nothing but what the prophets and Moses said would come to pass: 23 that the Christ 
must suffer and that, by being the first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light both to our people 
and to the Gentiles.” 
 
Do you see that? He said, “I’m not saying anything except what Moses and the Prophets said.” We know that 

Luke also wrote Acts and I think he said it just like that so that we can see Jesus doing it and now Paul is doing it. Right? 
So there are a couple of things that we need to glean from this. I want to look at two things and then we will be done as 
far as application. 

The plan from the beginning of time is that there would be a Messiah and He would give victory through 
suffering. That was always the plan because that’s the way it had to be. Now we can see that by looking back. Then, 
what did Jesus tell us? “If they hate me they are going to hate you.” So, for us, if the Messiah suffered then that’s what 
we should expect, but we should expect suffering with the hope of glory. And for some of us, this suffering is going to 
look different. I mean, like we’ve talked about for our brothers in Central Asia, who’ve had their wives and kids leave 
them, who’ve been put in jail, who are terrified to share the Gospel—our suffering could look like that. Our suffering 
could look like loss of a loved one or of material goods, or our suffering could look like a continual struggle with sin and 
temptation, but we know that if we continue that we will have glory. Look at James 1:12, 

 
“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will 

receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.” 
 
That same term, “crown of life,” is also used in Revelation 2:10, 
 

“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into 
prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I 
will give you the crown of life.” 
 
Who is saying that? Jesus. So, we need to understand that we need to be ready for suffering, in hopeful 

anticipation of the glory that will be revealed. Then, we need to recapture this burning in our hearts, because we have 
the ability to hear from God, by His Spirit, through His Word, every day. We have this. Scripture says that everything you 
need for life and godliness you have in Jesus, because He’s given you His Word and He’s given you His Spirit, and 
somehow this is better than if Jesus were still with us today. For some of us, you’ve never felt that burning. It’s crazy if 
you read through people giving their testimonies, like John Wesley. He talks about this burning, this holy burning inside 
of him, where he knew he was born again. Martin Luther talks about this light and how it felt like he had entered 
Paradise himself. Then, what we need to know is that every day we can meet with Jesus just like He met with these two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus. We have that. It’s at our fingertips and He wants us to do this. Right? I don’t want to 
get too allegorical but we need to be the ones saying, “No, no. Stay with us a little while longer.” Are we longing to 
spend that time with the Lord? 

For some of you, you are not a believer. You’ve never committed your life to Christ. You’ve never confessed, 
repented, and believed in Jesus. I want you to know that this Jesus that we are proclaiming is God, who died for you, 
taking your sin, so that you could have His righteousness, and that He, since the beginning of time, once sin entered the 
world, instituted this plan that would require Jesus to die, require the incarnate God to die, but for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the suffering so that He could have His glory and give that glory to us. We need to realize that if 
God can be trusted for the thousands of years of human history up until the time of Jesus, so that every word He said 
came true, then we need to know that He can be trusted for the future as well, and that there is a time when God will 
judge us and He will judge us based on what we’ve done with Jesus. That’s something we have to face today. 

So, my invitation is come to Jesus. In a second, I’ll pray for us, then we are going to sing a couple of songs in 
response in worship, but if you’ve never become a believer, if you’ve never given your life to Jesus, please do so. Talk to 
one of us and we would love to talk you through that. 

So, let me pray for us and the band will come up and we will sing. 



Gracious heavenly Father, thank you so much for your Word that you have given to us, and thank you that we 
can see Jesus all throughout Scripture. I pray that we will be overwhelmed by the way that you have revealed yourself to 
us from the beginning of time. In all of your communication with us you have always been pointing to Jesus and now we 
get to see it fully. What was veiled in the Old Testament and what was a mystery for generations has now been revealed 
to us. Help us live in that. Help us to love you, help us to serve you, help us to honor you. We pray these things in Christ’s 
name, Amen. 

Y’all stand and let’s sing together. 
 
(Rob Conti) 
I’m going to read the doxology from the end of Jude. It says this. 
 

“Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the 
presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.” 
 
I love you, church.



April 15, 2018 
Luke 24:36-53 
Brody Holloway 

 
Before we dive into Luke 24, I wanted to let you know that we’re starting Galatians next week. A lot of you are 

thinking, “I thought we were going to go to Acts when we were done with Luke.” We are going to Acts, but we just spent 
two years in one book of the Bible. For me, personally, I needed to take a break and do a shorter study. Acts is huge. It is 
gimongous. It’s a big book, and it’s narrative, and it’s large chunks of Scripture. We are excited to get into Acts and it will 
probably be later this year that we will get into that but we are going to do Galatians. We’ve been using several study 
tools and one is the Christ-Centered Exposition series of commentaries. Those are really good. The way they break it out 
it’s eleven sermons and we will do eleven to thirteen—somewhere in there. So, if you want to pick up a copy of that, I 
know a lot of you like to follow along with those. 

Also, where is Adam Garner? Are you up there in the cheap seats? He’s at a wedding. Okay, who has that book? 
Y’all, we are going to give y’all these. Zach has these ordered. This is called a Scripture journal. This is the book of 
Romans and what it is, is one book of the Bible. It has text on one side and journal lines on the other side. So, we are 
going to give everybody at Red Oak a Galatians one. So, that way, in your personal quiet time you can take notes in your 
own copy, and bring it to church with you, and have it in discipleship groups. I wish we had them tonight to give you a 
head start but we will have those for you next week. A Scripture journal—pretty cool. 

Alright, let me pray to get focused here and we will dive into Luke 24 and finish this incredible series that we’ve 
been through in the book of Luke. 

Lord,	I	pray	you	would	bless	our	time	together,	that	you	would	open	up	our	hearts	and	our	minds,	and	that	
we	would	understand	your	Word	more	clearly.	We	would	worship	you	as	we	see	the	disciples	do	in	this	passage.	
They	worshipped	you	because	of	who	you	are	and	because	of	what	you’ve	revealed	to	them.	Tonight,	you	are	going	
to	reveal	to	us	things	about	yourself	through	your	Word.	I	pray	that	our	response	would	be	worship	as	their	
response	was	worship.	In	Jesus’	name,	Amen.	

We were sitting around the fire last night having a conversation. It’s ramp194 season. If you’re not from Western 
North Carolina you might not know what ramps are. If you’ve lived here a year or two you probably know by now, but 
it’s ramp season. So, people are digging ramps. I’m still waiting on Adam Bradley who told me he had a mess of ramps 
for me. That will be breakfast tomorrow morning with some eggs. I’m excited. So, ramps are a mountain delicacy and 
they are delicious. God put them on Earth as part of that thing when He said, “And it was good.” That’s what ramps are 
here for. So, when I was growing up, this was one of the highlights of my family—they’ll still talk about this. My 
granddaddy was president for several years of the Western North Carolina Ramp Convention that met in the Little 
League fields beside the American Legion in Waynesville. My sister used to sing the National Anthem to kick it off every 
year. That was a big deal in my family and everybody would be real excited about that. 

We were on vacation this past week for four or five days and we were driving through a little town in Florida. 
We had been to the beach and we kind of drove cross country to stay off the interstate for a little while. There was a 
banner for some kind of strawberry festival. You could tell that was a big deal in that town. So, towns, and cultures, and 
societies have big, annual events; things that people look forward to. Maybe in your family you have traditions that 
people really look forward to. We can study history and we can find in history major and monumental events. We can 
study American history where there are monumental events, like great speeches that have been given, wars that have 
been fought, days that we celebrate as holidays. You study world history and the same thing happens throughout all of 
history. There are monumental moments but no day is bigger than the day that Jesus rose from the dead. No day is 
bigger than that. 

Three or four years ago, I became intrigued in my own personal study, the aftereffects of the resurrection. Like, 
what happened in that forty day window and in the fifty day window that led up to Pentecost, which is recorded in the 
book of Acts. That’s a very fascinating time period to me because that’s when the disciples really shift in their thinking 
and their faith begins to have a different sort of root system to it. So, what we are studying tonight as we finish our 
study of Luke are the events that happened after the resurrection, after the biggest day in history, and then one of the 
other biggest events in history, which is the ascent of Jesus. 

So, Luke 24:36, 
 

                                                             
194 Ramps are a pungent, wild onion that tastes like a balance of onion and garlic. Some people call them wild leeks. 



“As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, 
“Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit.” 
 
How many of you do this? Jesus says, “Peace,” and you freak out. He’s like, “No, I said, ‘Peace.’” What’s 

happening is good but, as humans, we tend to want to freak out. I know that some of you come from a family like the 
family I come from, where if there is no drama then people need to check for a pulse. It’s like, we all just got together 
and had a meal and nobody threw anything. Nobody screamed at anybody. Nobody gossiped about somebody else in 
the family. Nobody is freaking out over anything so something’s not right. We kind of learn to thrive in drama. 

So, we’ve learned that this is kind of the disciples’ MO. This is the disciples’ pattern of living; that they tend to 
freak out and they don’t let any good opportunity go by without freaking out. They’re like, “This is a great opportunity to 
freak out. We should freak out right now. Jesus is alive—we should freak out.” No, wait a minute. This is a big deal and 
you should be happy right now. So, they are sort of startled and they’re freaking out but Jesus is really gracious to them.  

 
“38 And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?” 

 
So, here’s what’s happened. The biggest even in history has just occurred. We can break that event into three 

major components: 1) Jesus has just shown up to them alive. He was dead. So, excited moment #1 is that He’s alive. 
Imagine the fact that you are face-to-face with Jesus, having witnessed His crucifixion and having seen His body taken 
down off the cross; having seen the blood and water flow. Most of them didn’t actually, physically, see it because they 
ran away, remember? Now, He’s alive, so this is a really big moment for them. 2) Also, He’s not only alive but He’s alive 
and has defeated sin. So, Jesus didn’t die randomly; He died strategically and tactically. He died to kill sin. Jesus’s death 
was doing two things at once. It was accepting or receiving the wrath of God for our sin, so God’s wrath was being 
poured out on Jesus. So, when Jesus was hanging on the cross He was absorbing the wrath of God and in doing that He 
is enabling us to live without shame or guilt in our Christian life. 

Now, I want you to think a minute. Some of you are really good at self-shame and self-guilt. You live with guilt, 
you carry shame, and you beat yourself up. You live with anxiety, or depression, or frustration, and you don’t live a joyful 
life, and you don’t live with peace and happiness. A lot of it comes from shame that you heap up on yourself and if we’re 
not careful we tend to use guilt and shame to make ourselves feel better about our own sin. It’s like if I can feel bad 
enough about my own sin then that will sort of exonerate me. Well, Jesus died, under the wrath of God, paying for our 
sin; not just so we could have salvation—listen—not just so we could be saved but so that we can live out from under 
condemnation. Romans 8:1 says, “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” If you’re 
a Christian you’re not condemned, and if you’re not condemned then shame and guilt have no place in your life. If, as 
your pastor, I could just prophetically speak authoritatively from the Scripture and say to you, “Shame and guilt have no 
place in your life. Quit hanging onto that. Jesus died to free you from that. He didn’t just die to give you salvation; He 
died to free you from guilt and shame, so you don’t have to live that way.” So, the second thing that’s happening is that 
Jesus is killing sin. This is a violent act of aggression on Jesus’ part. So, when Jesus dies He is killing sin with Him. He’s 
taking sin into the grave and He’s putting sin to death. 

Then, 3) the third thing is He is alive. He defeated sin and He defeated death. He’s come back to life. Only one 
guy ever did this and that’s Jesus. You know about Lazarus but Lazarus is dead now. That was a temporary thing to show 
people that Jesus had power over life and death and to foreshadow His own resurrection. But Jesus alone has raised 
from the dead and is now exalted and seated at the right hand of God. So, He’s alive, He defeated sin and death, and we 
should rejoice over that. And the disciples should rejoice over that, but what do they do? They freak out. Jesus comes 
and joins the disciples and let me read to you from my journal. 

 
Jesus comes and joins the disciples and offers them peace. In a funny and somewhat ironic moment they react to 
his offering of peace by freaking out.  This is what we often do.  We often freak out for no good reason.  In fact, 
Americans are good at coming up with reasons and ways to freak out.  Maybe I have a disease.  Maybe I am gonna 
lose my job.  Maybe my spouse will die. Your spouse is healthy and you worry she’s going to die. Maybe I will run 
out of money. What if I can’t get my kids through school?  What if the economy collapses?  What if my car quits?  
Yeah, or what if none of those things happen? A lot of times, for me personally, I find that I can attack doubt with 
greater doubt, like, “But what if that’s not going to happen?” Sometimes that will give me some stability. 
Jesus offers peace to the believer and that is one of the most beautiful gifts I can think of.  There are a lot of people 
who have a lot of money and financial stability who don’t have peace.  There are a lot of rich people who do have 
peace, but it doesn’t come from their money.  It comes from knowing God.  There are a lot of poor people who 



don’t have peace, and they constantly freak out.  Yet there are a lot of poor people who are content with what 
God has allowed them to have in life.   
There are healthy and strong people who are racked with worry, and sometimes diseased or sick people have 
peace.  In Philippians, Jesus talks about a peace that transcends understanding.  One thing I have learned in my 
life, both personally and through shared experiences with people, is that peace will typically be most noticed in the 
midst of less-than-ideal circumstances.  This is exactly what the disciples are experiencing in this scene. 
 
Here’s something that’s a little more practical. Peace that comes from God will be most real in my life in times 
of: 
• Conflict 
• Pain 
• Loss 
• Confusion 
• Doubt 
• Fear or anxiety 
• Major decision 
• Hurt caused by someone I love  
• Trial 
 
Have you ever noticed this? Have you ever gone through real difficult times and that stabilizes you? When things 

are kind of good you are not doing really well spiritually. A lot of times, we don’t thrive in peaceful times and then you 
go through a really difficult time and there is a peace that comes to you as you lean on the Lord. We have all probably 
experienced that. It’s also true that peace will be evident and that I will feel it most in times of: 

• Success from being in God’s will 
• Blessing from the Lord 
• This could be financial blessing or material blessing; or it could be relational blessing (for example, falling  

in love with someone in a way that lines up with Scripture and you have a peace about that relationship) 
 
God promises us peace. Jesus says, “My peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you, not as the world gives, 

give I. Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions 
and I’m going to prepare one of those for you.” Jesus is saying, “I’m going to prepare a place for you so you can have 
peace. I’m giving you peace that will grow in your heart.” This is a promise for the believer. 

But there are also times when we need to be warned against the false sense of peace. I’ve had this happen 
when someone will tell me, “I just have a peace about this.” I had a young man recently who made a profession of faith 
here at a men’s event that we had. I was talking to one of our guys who had taken a guy under his wing for discipleship 
and this other guy was having some marital problems. He was a veteran and had some pretty severe PTSD stuff going 
on. So, we were ministering to this guy and he was struggling with some marital problems. So, Gar went to him and said, 
“How are things going?” He said, “Man, I think God just wants me to be happy and my wife doesn’t make me happy so I 
have a peace about our marriage being over.” What we can do if we aren’t careful is if there is something that we want 
really bad, we can give ourselves a sense of peace over it because we want it so bad. So, we have to be careful about 
that. So, when we are talking about having a peace from God we need to be careful that that peace is coming from God. 

I’ll give you an example. Jesus, in the Garden of Gethsemane, is bleeding through His sweat glands. Remember 
that scene? That’s an intense scene. He is sweating drops of blood. That is intense. But He’s at peace, because He says to 
the Father when He’s praying, “If you would let this cup pass from me…but not my will but your will be done. I’ll do what 
you want me to do. I’ll drink the cup of your wrath if that’s what you want me to do.” He is at peace in the midst of that 
personal turmoil. 

Example #2. Remember the story of Jonah? God told Jonah to go preach to these people who were really 
violent. He didn’t want to preach to them because he didn’t like them and he also wanted God’s judgment to come on 
them and he was afraid that if he goes and preaches to them they might get saved. God might give them salvation and 
free them from judgment. So, Jonah didn’t go to them. He got on a boat and went the other way. There is a lesson to 
this story; if you’re going to run away from God don’t get on a boat. An airplane would also be a bad idea. So, Jonah got 
in the boat and went to sleep. I don’t know if he took some Dramamine or got liquored up or what, but he was sleeping 
through this really intense storm. The storm was so intense that the Bible says that the mariners, the professional 
sailors, were throwing the cargo overboard. They were responsible for that cargo. In that society, when they got to 



shore, if that cargo wasn’t on the boat they could be killed for that or, at least, be put into prison. They didn’t care. They 
were desperate and dying. They didn’t want to go down with the ship so they were throwing stuff overboard. But Jonah 
was asleep in the bottom of the boat. They had to go wake him up. They were like, “Hey, dude, how can you sleep 
through this?” I don’t know what was going on but Jonah was at peace. You’ve got to be at peace to sleep. 

Some of you don’t sleep good. Last night, I tossed and turned. I don’t know if it’s because there was a storm but 
I couldn’t sleep. A lot of you have a hard time at night and you don’t sleep good. I don’t sleep good. I used to sleep so 
good that I’d brag about it. Pride goes before the fall. Now I can’t sleep. I used to brag that, “I sleep like a baby!” then I 
realized that babies wake up every three hours because they poop their pants. I don’t know if that’s a good analogy. 

But Jonah was down there and he was snoozing in the bottom of the boat. They went to wake him up and were 
like, “How can you sleep through this?” He was at peace. So, it is possible to have a sense of peace and convince yourself 
that you are doing the right thing, but you are completely out of God’s will. You have justified your actions. 

With a peace that comes from God, we will know it whether it’s a time of turmoil and difficulty. You will know it 
because it will have a stabilizing effect. Or, if it’s at a time of relative ease in your life you will know it because what it 
will do is drive you deeper into your relationship with the Lord. It will drive you to grow in your walk with Christ. You will 
want to know God more. 

So, when Jesus says to them, “Peace to you,” it’s a really big statement. We just spent ten minutes on that one 
little phrase out of this whole passage. That’s a big statement. You have been promised, as a child of God, peace…love, 
joy, hope, patience, longsuffering, lovingkindness. The gentleness and kindness of the Lord that leads to repentance has 
been given to us. God is good to His people. He is good to His sons and daughters. 

If you are not a Christian, and you’re here tonight and you don’t have a relationship with the Lord, we would 
invite you to come to Jesus and what we can promise you is not necessarily a bunch of money or a long life of health and 
prosperity, but we can promise you peace no matter what comes. Jesus gives us that stabilizing peace. 

So, Jesus tells the disciples not to be troubled and then what He does is a really neat thing. He shows them that 
He is real and that He’s physical and what they think is that it’s an apparition, or a ghost, or whatever. Verse 39, 

 
“See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh 

and bones as you see that I have.” 
 
By the way, the Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that Jesus rose from the dead spiritually, and there are other 

people who believe that. That’s a big part of cultic belief and that’s a big part of what they teach. Others will teach that 
Jesus rose from the dead figuratively; that His spirit lived on in the hearts of people. They will say things like, “Well, the 
Spirit of Christ lives on in the hearts of His followers and that’s how He rose from the dead.” But what we know and 
what Luke is revealing to us through eyewitness accounts, right here, is that this was a physical resurrection. Jesus was 
literally, physically dead, and now He came back to life. He was physically dead and now He’s back to life and they are 
touching Him, they’re feeling Him, He has flesh, and bone, and He’s going to eat. He’s hungry. He showed them His 
hands and feet and in verse 41, 

 
“And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling,…” 

 
Isn’t that funny? They were like, “I can’t believe this! This is great but I don’t know.” There was still some 

apprehension there. Then, this is what is going to drive it home for them. He’s like, “Do y’all have something to eat? I’m 
hungry. After what happened over the last seventy-two hours, I’m hungry. I did this whole crucifixion thing. All my blood 
was taken out of my body. I’ve been laying in a cold grave for three days. I have had nothing to eat. Coming back to life is 
hard work.” I heard one pastor say it would have been awesome if they offered Him bacon and sausage because that 
had been a no-no for Jews but He’s fulfilled the Law. This would have been a great time for that. Instead He gets some 
tuna for breakfast. These guys weren’t very generous in their offering. They gave Him a piece of broiled fish. 

I want you to imagine that you’ve been dead for three days. It was a brutal death and you’ve been in the ground 
after you just died for the sin of humanity. You just bore the wrath of God. You died with complete dehydration and 
blood loss and you’ve come back to life and submitted yourself back to this physical existence and you’re like, “Guys, I 
need something to eat,” and they give you what’s probably a piece of unseasoned, unflavored fish.” I’d be like, “C’mon, 
really? Doesn’t anyone have anything else, man? Something with some grease in it?” I don’t know. 

But they give Him some fish and He eats it, and what’s happening is when we are reading this we are getting an 
apologetic, we are getting a defense for the physical nature of Jesus post-resurrection. We can have confidence that He 



was literally dead and now He’s literally and physically alive. This is not just a spiritual thing. And He’s so gentle and 
understanding with them. I want you to look—the way He takes them through this scenario is so gentle and so 
understanding. He could have been like, “Are you guys kidding me right now? I told you I was going to do this,” but He 
doesn’t. What He does is He is gracious with them. Then, after this, in the next portion, in the next few verses, He’s 
going to walk them through, again, what He’s already taught them. He taught them in real time and now He’s going to 
teach them in hindsight. “Remember, I told you I was going to be buried. I told you they were going to kill me. I told you 
I was going to be resurrected,” but He’s very patient. These guys have been on this roller coaster ride. They were like, 
“To the death with Jesus!” three or four days ago, and then they were trying to sneak out like nobody else could see 
them, and then they were running for their lives, then they hear that He’s alive, and now they are like, “Jesus is real!!” 
It’s been this up and down thing and so Jesus is gentle. He’s like, “You know what? You can touch my hands. I’m the real 
deal.” Then, this is beautiful—watch what He does, “Let me teach you the Bible. Let’s just sit down and study the 
Scripture together.” 

 
“Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that 

everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”’ 45 
Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead.’” 
 
He opens their minds to understand the Scriptures. He is so gracious with them and He is so gracious with us. He 

takes them back and says, “Everything that was prophesied in the books of the Law, everything that was prophesied in 
the books of prophecy, everything that was prophesied in the Psalms—all of that is fulfilled in me. I’ve been telling y’all 
that for three years and you didn’t totally get it. Now, you should get it. You saw me die and here I am.” He spends the 
next days and weeks teaching them the Word of God and He opens their minds to the Scripture. 

Here’s a personal application for us. Jesus will make His Word clear to you if you will ask Him to. He will make it 
clear to you. Open your mind to the Scripture. A lot of people believe the lie that Bible study is for the professional 
Christian; that it’s for the pastor. The pastor should study the Bible and tell me what it says. Listen, Scripture is for every 
man, it’s for every woman, it’s for every boy, and every girl. Y’all are familiar with this; it’s The Jesus Storybook Bible195. I 
keep a copy of this and I use it in my personal quiet time all the time, y’all. I’m not a natural student or a natural study-
er. A lot of people sell themselves short and say, “I can’t understand the Bible so why try?” But there are things you can 
do. There are methods and there are tools. The Jesus Storybook Bible is awesome. This is what we use in our children’s 
program and this is what we use in Pinwheel. It’s incredible. I read it. It’s got pictures that are really great. I’ve also got a 
graphic novel Bible that is beat up, dog-eared, ripped, and torn. It’s called Good and Evil196. Some of you may have seen 
that. It’s like a comic book Bible. I read that because I have to have something to engage my mind. I am very visual. Last 
year, I bought what’s called a Reader’s Bible. It’s a series that’s in five volumes and it doesn’t have any verses, any 
notations, no chapters or verses. It’s just like you are reading a book. I thought that this was going to be awesome but I 
can’t do it. It’s overwhelming. It’s not broken down into sections. So, now, it’s just like this really cool thing on my shelf 
that looks legit. “Oh, you’re a pastor. You have neat books in your study.” I’m like, “Yeah, this is a Bible you can read that 
doesn’t have verses in it, or pictures,” but then in my quiet time I’m reading The Jesus Storybook Bible. It’s awesome, 
man. I’m not too proud to tell you that is how your pastor studies the Bible. So, I read it, and I study it, and I love it, and 
then I go from that to the accompanying text and read it in my Bible. It just helps me make sense of it. 

But Jesus is like, “Watch this, guys. Let me open your minds to the Scriptures.” And that’s what He wants to do 
for you and that’s what He wants to do for me. He wants you to read your Bible. You’re a Christian and you say to me or 
one of the other pastors here, “What should I do? What do you recommend? What are the steps I should take as a 
Christian?” Well, you should read your Bible and you should ask God to open your mind and help you understand it, and 
He will do it. He will open your mind and help you understand the Scriptures. I have found that the day-to-day Christian 
walk is not that complicated. It’s as simple as walking in obedience to Jesus and trusting in His Word, and to do that 
we’ve got to read His Word.  

Then He says this in verse 47, 
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“And that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.” 
 
So, He tells them, “So, here’s the thing.” After He explains to them from the Old Testament, “I’m the fulfillment 

of all of these Old Testament prophesies,” the biggest, main prophecy that He fulfilled was His own death, burial, and 
resurrections. He’s like, “That’s the big one. I am God and I’ve proven that.” Jesus is God, Red Oak. Jesus is God. Listen, 
y’all, this is not a new trick. This is what religions do. There will be a new prophet who gets a new revelation and maybe 
his name is Mohammad, or maybe his name is Joseph Smith, or maybe his name is L. Ron Hubbard, or whatever. This is 
the oldest trick in the book and I was able to show those brothers in Galatians, where Paul says to them, “If I or an angel 
from Heaven adds anything to this Gospel let him be accursed. If anything gets added to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, He is 
to be accursed.” The word is ‘anathema,’ which is a Greek word that means ‘condemned to Hell.’ Joseph Smith is 
condemned to Hell. L. Ron Hubbard is condemned to Hell. Anybody that preaches any other Gospel is condemned to 
Hell. That’s the reality and we have to understand that. Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and nobody comes to 
the Father but through Him. And the Scripture teaches us that there is no other name under Heaven given among men 
whereby we would be saved. So, as Christians, what we are to do, and what the disciples are to do in verse 47, is to 
teach repentance and forgiveness. Repent and be forgiven. 

These are two really key components to the Christian existence; repentance and forgiveness. What do they 
mean? Well, repentance has been described most often as a turning away from your sins, so it’s a turning away from 
something. And I want to give you four steps of what repentance looks like, because repentance is something that, if 
you’ve never heard the Gospel, like you’re new to Red Oak or you’re just visiting tonight, we are a fairly new church and 
there are always visitors here—repentance is when a person turns from there life where they are trying to do things on 
their own, or they are trying to manage their own life, and they turn to Jesus, and they give Him their sin, and they 
recognize that He is the one who is able to forgive us of our sin. He takes that sin. So, with repentance comes a turning 
away from my own management of my own life and it becomes a life of obedience and submission to Jesus. I think a lot 
of times that we think of repentance as a one-time act in the life of a believer when we come to faith in Jesus, but a 
Christian is going to live sort of in a lifestyle of repentance. There is going to be fruit that comes from repentance. There 
are sort of four stages. 

The first stage of repentance is conviction of sin. Now, conviction of sin happens when you become a Christian 
but it is also something that will continue to happen in your life. Yesterday, I was getting ready to preach last night, and I 
became so convicted over personal sin in my life that I was nauseous. I did not want to preach. I thought, “God is going 
to strike me dead because I have not prepared myself to do this.” That’s conviction. Do you ever feel that? “Who do I 
think I am? How can I talk to my wife like that? How can I treat my child like that? How can I be that dishonest in my 
work or my job? How can I look at that pornographic material and be sucked into that and be okay with that?” 
Conviction is something that, as a believer, you are going to experience. Conviction is a part of repentance. Conviction 
begins to set the human heart up for either rebellion or repentance. So, when conviction comes I am either going to act 
in rebellion or repentance. 

The next thing, after conviction of sin, is confession of sin. Conviction comes in and then I confess that sin to God 
and to others. Sometimes, I need to confess sin to somebody else because I’ve wronged them. Sometimes, I need to 
confess my sin to somebody else because I want them to pray for me and there is power in that. I want to take that 
thing and put it in the light so that I’m accountable for it. So, there is conviction and then there is confession of sin, both 
to God and to other people. 

Then, there is contrition. Contrition is a humbling of myself before God. The Bible says that King David, in Psalm 
51—it’s a Psalm of repentance—says that the sacrifices of God are a contrite heart. It’s this idea of humbling myself 
before the Lord and not making excuses for my actions. It’s not saying, “I did wrong, but…” Not, “I did wrong but there’s 
a reason for that,” or “Here’s my excuse,” or “Here’s why I should get a pass on this.” Contrition is just me saying, “Okay, 
God. You’ve convicted me, I’m confessing it, and now I’m submitting myself at the feet of your mercy and I’ll take 
whatever you give me gladly and willingly.” 

The fourth aspect of repentance is change. Have you ever experienced this? Maybe you’ve had somebody do 
this to you or maybe you’re guilty of doing it. Somebody tells you they are sorry for the same thing over, and over, and 
over, and over, and there is never any change. Well, repentance is going to lead to change, and that change is what we 
would call the fruit of repentance. As I turn away from that thing and I begin to follow Jesus then there’s going to be 
change that starts to take place in my life. 



So, what Jesus is teaching the disciples is that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. This is what the Gospel demands. It demands repentance and then it 
promises forgiveness. So, if those are the aspects of repentance then what we are promised is forgiveness in Christ. We 
are always promised forgiveness in Christ. God does not hold grudges. 

I had a conversation with somebody and I don’t even remember who I was talking to but it was recently. I was 
ministering somewhere last week and I was preaching on the road all last weekend. Somebody came up to me and said, 
“I feel like God is punishing me because when I was a young woman I did x, y, and z.” I said, “Okay, can we talk for a 
minute?” I didn’t even know this lady. It was that her son is a drug addict, and he’s rebellious, and he’s turned away 
from the Lord and from his upbringing, and he’s off the rails. This sweet, godly lady who has this eighteen year old son 
who has unraveled, said, “I think God is making me pay for my own teenage years.” I thought, “What a poor 
understanding of God’s grace.” I wasn’t angry at her or coming down on her but I was like, “Can we talk for a minute?” 
We just sat down. We were in this church and I didn’t know anybody there. She was a guest who was visiting. I said, 
“You and me are both guests in this church. I’m not a pastor here.” It was just a cool moment where God brought us 
together. I sat down with this lady and said, “God doesn’t work like that. When you gave Jesus your life, He took your sin 
and He ate it, swallowed it, spit it out, and buried it ten feet deep under the wrath of God. It’s been dealt with.” If you 
did something when you were twenty-two years old and now you’re thirty-two years old, do you think God is just sitting 
there with His proverbial thumb getting ready to thump you in the back of the head? Do you think He’s just waiting for 
life to get really good for you so He can whack you? God’s not like that. You might be like that but God doesn’t work like 
that. Jesus says to preach repentance and promise them forgiveness. When we proclaim the Gospel, we get to say to 
people, “If you repent and turn to Jesus then He will forgive you of your sin. He will remove it as far as the east is from 
the west. He will forgive you. You may fall back into that same sin and He will keep forgiving you for it. He will work with 
you and He will help you get victory from that sin in that area of your life.” So, what we are to proclaim is repentance 
and forgiveness. 

Then, He says this in verse 48, 
 

“You were witnesses of these things.” 
 
The disciples were eyewitnesses to the death and resurrection of Jesus. This is a powerful proof that Jesus rose 

from the dead. These guys were cowards. In the moment of Jesus’ darkest hour they all ran away and fled from Him and 
left Him alone. But then they all, ultimately, were willing to die for the Gospel. 

I was talking with those brothers last week in India and they were saying that they know the tradition is that the 
Apostle Thomas brought the Gospel to India and died there. The belief is, according to Foxe’s Book of Martyrs197, and we 
don’t know for sure, but the belief that was handed down orally in Early Church history is that he was run through with 
spears as he was taking the Gospel to the people of India. 

What changed for the disciples? An eyewitness account of a resurrected Jesus. He was dead, they saw it, they 
knew it, they felt it, and now He was alive. They were eyewitnesses. So, He said, 

 
“You were witnesses of these things.” 

 
He’s saying, “You eleven, right here, are going to go preach this and there is a weight behind what you are saying 

because people will know what you’ve experienced.” So, we have eyewitness accounts of the resurrection of Jesus. This 
is a really, really powerful defense or argument for the faith and for the reality of who Jesus is. 

Verse 49, 
 

“And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” 
 
What’s He talking about? He’s talking about the Holy Spirit coming to them at Pentecost. Fifty days after the 

Resurrection and ten days after the Ascension, Jesus sends His power through His Holy Spirit. You can read about that in 
Acts 2. What happens is that the Spirit of God comes in, literally, like a mighty, rushing wind. It was windy last night and 
every time there’s a powerful wind I think of this mighty, rushing wind. It makes me think of this. The Spirit of God 
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rushed onto people. You can read Peter’s sermon in Acts 2. So, here, Jesus is like promising them, “I’m going to pour my 
Spirit out onto you. It’s the same thing I’ve promised you all along. What is going to happen when I do that is that you 
are going to be powerful witnesses. You are going to have a boldness and a clarity.” Then, when it comes to pass a few 
weeks later and He pours His Spirit out onto them, Peter stands and preaches and three thousand people get saved. I 
don’t know if you’ve read his sermon but it ain’t that special. It’s something along the lines of, “Y’all killed Jesus. He was 
God. Y’all shouldn’t a’ did that. You should repent and get saved. Lucky for you that He came back to life. Believe on 
Him.” Everybody was falling out and running down the aisle. Three thousand people get saved. Can you imagine a revival 
service like that? What’s crazy and miraculous is that they didn’t all even speak the same language. 

My head was spinning over the last month. I’ve heard so many languages talked. Imagine a scene where people 
from all walks of life have come to this place and they speak a bunch of different languages. Peter preaches and 
everybody hears him in their own language. “I repent. I want that forgiveness. I want what Jesus has for me.” So, Jesus 
promises that this is going to happen. “You are going to be clothed with power from on high” and it happens. It comes to 
fruition. 

Verse 50, 
 

“And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51 While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him and 
returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple blessing God.” 
 
Jesus left them and ascended into Heaven. We know that He has given them clear instructions and has promised 

to send the power they need to carry out the work. They are to preach the Word, live the Word, reach the nations, and 
live obedient lives of worship and community. They are rejoicing over this. What a turnaround. They were just distraught 
over His death and now they are rejoicing over His command and commission. They rejoice and they worship Him. They 
worship Him and they bless Him. They believe His promise. They believe that He’s going to send power and that He is 
going to send His Holy Spirit. They believe that the mission they’ve been given is one that they can complete. We are 
under the same mission, the same commission, the same command two thousand years later—to win people in this 
community, to do life under the power of the Holy Spirit, to fight sin, and love people well, and take the Gospel to the 
nations, and to bless God by doing it. They were continually in the Temple blessing God. They had a promise that the 
Holy Spirit was coming and they were joyful for the opportunity to worship the risen Lord. We have the promise of the 
Holy Spirit and the proof of the resurrection, and we’ve seen the effect and the power of the risen Lord. 

So, Luke’s writing hits Paul right here, and when we start our study in Acts we are going to watch the effect of 
the Holy Spirit’s fire that sweeps across the planet. It sweeps the Roman Empire and changes all of history and 
humanity. It literally changes the face of history. It’s the greatest moment in history—these pages that we’ve just 
studied. And God is good to have shared it with us, isn’t He? Amen. 

Tonight, if you don’t know the Lord or have a relationship with the Lord, we are going to close with a time of 
worship and invitation. We are going to sing a song or two together and I will be standing down front. I would love to 
talk with you and pray with you and teach you how to have a relationship with Jesus. You just come down here and I 
would be glad to talk to you. If you need prayer for anything else I would be glad to pray with you. I’d be glad to just take 
a few minutes to pray with you and help you in any way that we can. And tonight, if you don’t have a church home we 
would be glad for you to start coming to Red Oak right regular. That would be good. We study the Bible and love people, 
and do the best we can to make an impact in this community. Praise the Lord for the book of Luke. Amen, Red Oak? 
Amen. I’ll pray and we will respond to the Lord. 

God,	I	pray	that	as	we	respond	in	worship	through	song	and	in	response	in	our	hearts	and	in	our	actions,	
and	even	in	our	words,	that	you	would	bring	these	truths	alive	in	our	hearts	and	that	you	would	make	it	make	
sense	and	make	it	come	to	life.	Lord,	I	just	thank	you	for	your	Word	and	for	the	fact	that	you	gave	it	to	us,	you	
wrote	it,	and	you	authoritatively	commanded	these	words	onto	the	paper	through	the	pens	of	men	who	were	sinful	
and	broken;	but	your	Word	is	not	sinful	nor	is	it	broken,	and	it	will	last	and	stand	forever	authoritatively.	It’s	
sufficient.	What	a	great	time	to	come	to	the	end	of	a	study	of	a	book	of	the	Bible.	It’s	always	such	an	exciting	time.	
And	Lord,	as	the	disciples	worshipped	you	as	you	ascended	into	Heaven,	we	want	to	worship	you	in	a	continuation	
of	what	Christians	and	saints	have	done	for	two	thousand	years.	But	we	also	want	to	continue	in	obedience	to	
preach	repentance	and	forgiveness	to	people	and	see	people	come	to	faith	in	Jesus.	In	your	strong	name	we	pray,	
Amen.	


